The United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) is the independent federal
agency responsible for planning and managing US.
foreigh economic and humanitarian assistance
around the world.

USAID has been the principal US. development
agency since its creation by President John F.
Kennedy in 1961. Today, the Agency provides leader-
ship, resources, and technical expertise in economic
growth, agriculture, trade, democracy and conflict
mitigation, humanitarian assistance, disaster pre-
paredness and recovery, and global health. The
Agency has also implemented a new business model
of public-private partnerships called the Global
Development Alliance.

Although at $85 billion (Fiscal Year 2003) USAID’s
budget is less than one half of 1% percent of the US.
federal budget, these foreign assistance funds enable
USAID to provide global leadership in international
development. USAID provides assistance through
more than 70 field missions and its national head-
quarters in Washington, D.C., which includes four
regional bureaus:

With an annual investment of more than $850 million,
USAID is dedicated to improving the quality of life and
strengthening the democracies and economies of our
neighbors in the Western Hemisphere.

In 2002, USAID investments in Latin America and the
Caribbean include:

Education, improving literacy and competitiveness;
Poverty reduction and increased trade;

Improved health care quality and access;
Conservation of the hemisphere’s resources;
Natural disaster mitigation and reconstruction;
Counter-harcotics and alternative development; and
HIV/AIDS prevention and education.

USAID's efforts in the region
help small farmers diversify production and increase
output; increase small and micro-businesses in rural and
urban areas; and increase regional and global competi-
tiveness.

USAID's in the region targets
early childhood literacy; strengthens secondary educa-
tion and workforce training with a focus on technical
skills; and provides training and resources for teachers
and families.

USAID also strengthens key
throughout the region, including the judi-
cial, local government, and electoral systems.

Through USAID’s investment in the opening of markets
and expansion of exports; poverty alleviation; improved
health; sound environmental policies; and increased citi-
Zen participation, in the region is
improving.

USAID has an on-the-ground presence in Latin America
and the Caribbean in 16 field missions throughout the
Western Hemisphere, as well as operations in hon-pres-
ence countries including Cuba.

The US. Agency for International Development works in
Latin America and the Caribbean in close partnership
with many non-governmental organizations, universi-
ties, USS. businesses, international agencies, foreign
governments and other US. government agencies.
USAID has working relationships with more than 3500
U.S. companies and over 400 U.S-based private and vol-
untary organizations.

USAID is led by Administrator Andrew S. Natsios.
Assistant Administrator Adolfo A. Franco heads the
Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean. Mr. Franco
was sworh ih on January 31,2002, and is one of the high-
est-ranking Hispanic-Americans in the Administration
of President George W. Bush. Mr. Franco serves as princi-
pal advisor to USAID Administrator Natsios on all
matters related to Latin America and the Caribbean. Mr.
Franco is also responsible for the direction and supervi-
sion of the Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean
and its overseas operations.



Economic growth: A businesswoman in Las
Sabinitas, Mexico, prepares fresh tortillas for market.
USAID micro-enterprise and micro-finance programs
are fueling economic development throughout Latin
America and the Caribbean.

“We fight against poverty because hope is
an answer to terror. We fight against
poverty because opportunity is a funda-
mental right to human dignity. We fight
against poverty because faith requires it
and conscience demands it. And we fight
against poverty with a growing conviction
that major progress is within our reach.”

President George W. Bush, March 2002
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Education and workforce training: Peruvian
children who attend USAID-supported primary schools
welcome visiting USAID officials in June 2002.

Humanitarian assistance: Thanks to USAID pro-
grams in disaster preparedness and recovery after
hurricanes Georges and Mitch, residents of the region
enjoy safer housing and improved health.

“We will continue to work to prevent con-
flict by encouraging democracy and good
governance throughout the region. We will
continue to work to increase economic
opportunity and reduce poverty through
micro-enterprise programs, improving
access to quality education and training,
and encouraging better management of
the environment.”

USAID Administrator Andrew S. Natsios, May 2001

Democracy and governance: USAID programs
throughout the region are developed in consultation with
country and community leadership, and assistance for
developing local goverhments and increasing citizen
engagement is a priority.
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