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As life expectancy at birth and at
older ages lengthens, the
quality of that longer life
becomes a major issue.
The concept of healthy
life expectancy (also
called active life ex-
pectancy or dis-
ability-free life ex-
pectancy) refers to
the average num-
ber of years that
persons may ex-
pect to be free of
limitations of func-
tion due to one or
more chronic disease
conditions. It is diffi-
cult to prec ise ly com-
pare measures of healthy
life expectancy among na-
tions because of computation-
al and conceptual differences. One
commonality that has emerged from
various studies is that women who reach 65
can expect to live more disability-free years than their
male counterparts (except in the Netherlands). However, because women have higher life
expectancy than do men at age 65, the proportion of disability-free remaining life at age 65 tends
to be greater for men.

The prevailing disease pattern
within a population changes as
that population ages. The "epi-
demiologic transition" refers
most commonly to a long-term
change in leading causes of
death from infectious and acute
to chronic and degenerative.
There is ample evidence that
the epidemiologic transition

seen in industrialized nations
also has occurred or is occur-
ring in many less-developed
countr ies. Data from the
Republic of Korea exemplify the
typical shift in disease profile.
The infectious and parasitic dis-
eases that dominated South
Korean mortality in the mid-
1960's had given way to chronic

and degenerative diseases by
the early 1980's. In 1991, can-
cers (neoplasms) and the over-
all cardiovascular disease cate-
gory—cerebrovascular plus pul-
monary plus hypertension plus
other circulatory disorders—
accounted for nearly one-half
(48%) of all reported deaths.

Rank Order of the Nine Leading Causes of Death in the Republic of Korea: 1966 to 1991

1966 1981 1991
1 Pneumonia Malignant neoplasms Malignant neoplasms
2 Tuberculosis Hypertension Cerebrovascular
3 Cerebrovascular Cerebrovascular Senile disease
4 Other infectious Nontraffic accidents Pulmonary
5 Malignant neoplasms Senile disease Nontraffic accidents
6 All accidents Chronic liver Traffic accidents
7 Bronchitis Traffic accidents Hypertension
8 Meningitis Tuberculosis Chronic liver
9 Hypertension Suicide Other circulatory

Source: National data as reported in Ehn Hyun Choe, 1989, Population Aging in the Republic of Korea, UNESCAP Asian Population
Studies Series No. 97, New York; and as reported to the World Health Organization.

The vast majority of statistics in this
wallchart are compiled in an International
Data Base (IDB) maintained and updated
by the International Programs Center
(IPC), U.S. Census Bureau, and are 
available on the World Wide Web
(http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idbnew.html).
Data for 100 of the world’s 228 countries
are shown; these 100 countries are home
to approximately 92 percent of the total
world population age 60 and over. The
selection of countries was based primari-
ly on the availability of IPC component
population projections and the availability
of recent national socioeconomic data.

Population numbers, proportions, median
ages, and life expectancies at birth are as
estimated and projected by the IPC

based on empirical country specific 

patterns of fertility, mortality, and migra-
tion. These data have been evaluated by
IPC analysts and judged to be as repre-
sentative as possible of the actual demo-
graphic situation in a given country. Most
of the statistics on socioeconomic charac-
teristics are as reported by the countries
themselves and represent the latest avail-
able information from the period 1985-
1996. Because countries may not have
collected or published certain data during
the past decade, some figures from 1980-
84 are included. Data on the percent of
GDP spent on health are as reported by
the World Bank.

Missing columnar values (designated NA)
indicate either that data are unavailable or
that the latest available information is for
a point prior to 1980. Wherever possible,
percents widowed, economically active,
and literate have been calculated for the
age group 60 and over. Because nations
differ in their statistical tabulation and
publication procedures, some data refer
to a slightly wider or narrower age group-
ing and are footnoted accordingly. The
user should bear in mind that nations
have varying definitions of concepts such
as “economically active” and “literacy” and
that strict comparisons are not always
warranted.

The problems of comparability that 
affect all cross-national data compilations
are to some extent compounded when
contrasting elderly populations. Until
recently, many national statistical agen-
cies grouped all persons over a certain
age (often age 60) into an open-ended
category for purposes of tabulation,
thereby obscuring important differences
between cohorts within and across older
populations. The meaning and measure-
ment of concepts (e.g., health, disability,
instrumental activities of daily living, eco-
nomic activity and assets, and sometimes
age itself) especially relevant to older indi-
viduals are often difficult to quantify and
vary widely across cultures. Other impor-
tant policy-related measures such as
income, living arrangements, and retire-
ment decisions have received relatively
little attention in most countries, and the
underlying dynamics remain poorly
understood. Both the IPC and the
National Institute on Aging strongly
encourage expanded national data col-
lection and additional comparative
research that will shed light on similarities
in the process of aging worldwide.
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Within populations, different age groups may grow at
very different rates. Over time, the elderly population
itself may grow older on average as a larger propor-
tion survives to 75 years and beyond. In many coun-
tries of the world, the oldest old (those 75 years and
older) are the fastest growing portion of the elderly
population. The oldest old constituted 23 percent of
the world’s 60-and-over population in 1996: 30 per-
cent in more-developed countries and 19 percent in
less-developed countries.

More than 43 percent of the world’s oldest old in 1996
lived in just four countries: The People’s Republic of

China, the United States, India, and Japan. In some
African and Asian nations, the population age 75 and
over constitutes less than 1 percent of total popula-
tion. This contrasts sharply with the situation in
Europe and North America, where the oldest old
share reaches as high as 8.5 percent (Sweden). The
numerical growth and increasing heterogeneity of the
oldest old challenge social planners to seek further
information about this group since the oldest old con-
sume disproportionate amounts of health and long-
term care services.

The size of the world's
elderly population has
been growing for cen-
turies; what is new is the
rapid pace of aging. The
increase in the 60-and-
over population in the
industrialized nations of
Europe and North
America generally has
outpaced total population
growth in recent decades,
with the notable exception
of a steep downturn in the
early 1980's resulting from
low birth rates during and
after World War I. In less-
developed nations, the
growth rate of the elderly
accelerated sharply after
1960 and is substantially
higher than that of the
world's population of 
all ages. Less-developed
nations as a whole are
aging much faster than
their more-developed
counterparts. The world's
60-and-over population
increased by more than 12
million persons in 1995;
nearly 80 percent of this
increase occurred in less-
developed countries.
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Elderly Population
Growing Fastest 
in Developing Countries

Old-age pension schemes have become social institu-
tions in many, if not most, countries throughout the

world. The goal of most public old-age pension
schemes is to provide all qualifying individuals

with an income stream during their retire-
ment years which is: 1) continuous;

2) adequate; 3) constant, in terms of 
purchasing power; and 4) capable of
maintaining the socioeconomic posi-
tion of the retired in relation to that of
the active population.

Since World War II, public pension
plans have played an increasingly
important role in providing retirement
income to older people in most soci-

eties. The number of countries with an
old age/disability/survivors program has

increased from 33 in 1940 to 155 in
1993. The World Bank estimates that for-

mal public programs provide coverage for
approximately 30 percent of the world’s older

(age 60 and over) population, with some 40 percent
of the world’s working-age population making contribu-

tions toward that support.

The Spread of Public 
Old Age Security

Sources
and

Quality
of Data
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The term "demographic
transition" refers to a
gradual process where-
by a society moves from
a situation of high rates
of fertility and mortal-
ity to one of low rates.
This transition is charac-
terized first by declines
in infant and childhood
mortality as infectious
and parasitic diseases
are controlled. Whole
populations begin to
age when fertility rates
decline and mortal-
ity rates at al l ages
improve. Successive
b i r th  cohor ts  may
eventua l ly  become
smaller and smaller, as
seen for more-devel-
oped nations in 1996. If
projected declines in
fertility and mortality in
less-developed coun-
tries proceed as expect-
ed,  the overall popula-
tion age structure will
lose its strictly triangular
shape, and the elderly
portion of the population
will increase.
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As life expectancy at birth and at
older ages lengthens, the
quality of that longer life
becomes a major issue.
The concept of healthy
life expectancy (also
called active life ex-
pectancy or dis-
ability-free life ex-
pectancy) refers to
the average num-
ber of years that
persons may ex-
pect to be free of
limitations of func-
tion due to one or
more chronic disease
conditions. It is diffi-
cult to prec ise ly com-
pare measures of healthy
life expectancy among na-
tions because of computation-
al and conceptual differences. One
commonality that has emerged from
various studies is that women who reach 65
can expect to live more disability-free years than their
male counterparts (except in the Netherlands). However, because women have higher life
expectancy than do men at age 65, the proportion of disability-free remaining life at age 65 tends
to be greater for men.

The prevailing disease pattern
within a population changes as
that population ages. The "epi-
demiologic transition" refers
most commonly to a long-term
change in leading causes of
death from infectious and acute
to chronic and degenerative.
There is ample evidence that
the epidemiologic transition

seen in industrialized nations
also has occurred or is occur-
ring in many less-developed
countr ies. Data from the
Republic of Korea exemplify the
typical shift in disease profile.
The infectious and parasitic dis-
eases that dominated South
Korean mortality in the mid-
1960's had given way to chronic

and degenerative diseases by
the early 1980's. In 1991, can-
cers (neoplasms) and the over-
all cardiovascular disease cate-
gory—cerebrovascular plus pul-
monary plus hypertension plus
other circulatory disorders—
accounted for nearly one-half
(48%) of all reported deaths.

Rank Order of the Nine Leading Causes of Death in the Republic of Korea: 1966 to 1991

1966 1981 1991
1 Pneumonia Malignant neoplasms Malignant neoplasms
2 Tuberculosis Hypertension Cerebrovascular
3 Cerebrovascular Cerebrovascular Senile disease
4 Other infectious Nontraffic accidents Pulmonary
5 Malignant neoplasms Senile disease Nontraffic accidents
6 All accidents Chronic liver Traffic accidents
7 Bronchitis Traffic accidents Hypertension
8 Meningitis Tuberculosis Chronic liver
9 Hypertension Suicide Other circulatory

Source: National data as reported in Ehn Hyun Choe, 1989, Population Aging in the Republic of Korea, UNESCAP Asian Population
Studies Series No. 97, New York; and as reported to the World Health Organization.

The vast majority of statistics in this
wallchart are compiled in an International
Data Base (IDB) maintained and updated
by the International Programs Center
(IPC), U.S. Census Bureau, and are 
available on the World Wide Web
(http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idbnew.html).
Data for 100 of the world’s 228 countries
are shown; these 100 countries are home
to approximately 92 percent of the total
world population age 60 and over. The
selection of countries was based primari-
ly on the availability of IPC component
population projections and the availability
of recent national socioeconomic data.

Population numbers, proportions, median
ages, and life expectancies at birth are as
estimated and projected by the IPC

based on empirical country specific 

patterns of fertility, mortality, and migra-
tion. These data have been evaluated by
IPC analysts and judged to be as repre-
sentative as possible of the actual demo-
graphic situation in a given country. Most
of the statistics on socioeconomic charac-
teristics are as reported by the countries
themselves and represent the latest avail-
able information from the period 1985-
1996. Because countries may not have
collected or published certain data during
the past decade, some figures from 1980-
84 are included. Data on the percent of
GDP spent on health are as reported by
the World Bank.

Missing columnar values (designated NA)
indicate either that data are unavailable or
that the latest available information is for
a point prior to 1980. Wherever possible,
percents widowed, economically active,
and literate have been calculated for the
age group 60 and over. Because nations
differ in their statistical tabulation and
publication procedures, some data refer
to a slightly wider or narrower age group-
ing and are footnoted accordingly. The
user should bear in mind that nations
have varying definitions of concepts such
as “economically active” and “literacy” and
that strict comparisons are not always
warranted.

The problems of comparability that 
affect all cross-national data compilations
are to some extent compounded when
contrasting elderly populations. Until
recently, many national statistical agen-
cies grouped all persons over a certain
age (often age 60) into an open-ended
category for purposes of tabulation,
thereby obscuring important differences
between cohorts within and across older
populations. The meaning and measure-
ment of concepts (e.g., health, disability,
instrumental activities of daily living, eco-
nomic activity and assets, and sometimes
age itself) especially relevant to older indi-
viduals are often difficult to quantify and
vary widely across cultures. Other impor-
tant policy-related measures such as
income, living arrangements, and retire-
ment decisions have received relatively
little attention in most countries, and the
underlying dynamics remain poorly
understood. Both the IPC and the
National Institute on Aging strongly
encourage expanded national data col-
lection and additional comparative
research that will shed light on similarities
in the process of aging worldwide.

Female Advantage in Life
Expectancy Partially Offset by
Disability

The Changing Global 
Age Structure

The Oldest Old

The Epidemiological Transition
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Within populations, different age groups may grow at
very different rates. Over time, the elderly population
itself may grow older on average as a larger propor-
tion survives to 75 years and beyond. In many coun-
tries of the world, the oldest old (those 75 years and
older) are the fastest growing portion of the elderly
population. The oldest old constituted 23 percent of
the world’s 60-and-over population in 1996: 30 per-
cent in more-developed countries and 19 percent in
less-developed countries.

More than 43 percent of the world’s oldest old in 1996
lived in just four countries: The People’s Republic of

China, the United States, India, and Japan. In some
African and Asian nations, the population age 75 and
over constitutes less than 1 percent of total popula-
tion. This contrasts sharply with the situation in
Europe and North America, where the oldest old
share reaches as high as 8.5 percent (Sweden). The
numerical growth and increasing heterogeneity of the
oldest old challenge social planners to seek further
information about this group since the oldest old con-
sume disproportionate amounts of health and long-
term care services.

The size of the world's
elderly population has
been growing for cen-
turies; what is new is the
rapid pace of aging. The
increase in the 60-and-
over population in the
industrialized nations of
Europe and North
America generally has
outpaced total population
growth in recent decades,
with the notable exception
of a steep downturn in the
early 1980's resulting from
low birth rates during and
after World War I. In less-
developed nations, the
growth rate of the elderly
accelerated sharply after
1960 and is substantially
higher than that of the
world's population of 
all ages. Less-developed
nations as a whole are
aging much faster than
their more-developed
counterparts. The world's
60-and-over population
increased by more than 12
million persons in 1995;
nearly 80 percent of this
increase occurred in less-
developed countries.
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Elderly Population
Growing Fastest 
in Developing Countries

Old-age pension schemes have become social institu-
tions in many, if not most, countries throughout the

world. The goal of most public old-age pension
schemes is to provide all qualifying individuals

with an income stream during their retire-
ment years which is: 1) continuous;

2) adequate; 3) constant, in terms of 
purchasing power; and 4) capable of
maintaining the socioeconomic posi-
tion of the retired in relation to that of
the active population.

Since World War II, public pension
plans have played an increasingly
important role in providing retirement
income to older people in most soci-

eties. The number of countries with an
old age/disability/survivors program has

increased from 33 in 1940 to 155 in
1993. The World Bank estimates that for-

mal public programs provide coverage for
approximately 30 percent of the world’s older

(age 60 and over) population, with some 40 percent
of the world’s working-age population making contribu-

tions toward that support.

The Spread of Public 
Old Age Security

Sources
and

Quality
of Data
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The term "demographic
transition" refers to a
gradual process where-
by a society moves from
a situation of high rates
of fertility and mortal-
ity to one of low rates.
This transition is charac-
terized first by declines
in infant and childhood
mortality as infectious
and parasitic diseases
are controlled. Whole
populations begin to
age when fertility rates
decline and mortal-
ity rates at al l ages
improve. Successive
b i r th  cohor ts  may
eventua l ly  become
smaller and smaller, as
seen for more-devel-
oped nations in 1996. If
projected declines in
fertility and mortality in
less-developed coun-
tries proceed as expect-
ed,  the overall popula-
tion age structure will
lose its strictly triangular
shape, and the elderly
portion of the population
will increase.







The numer ica l  growth  o f  o lder
popu la t ions  a round t h e  w o r l d  i s
i n d i c a t i v e o f  m a j o r  a c h i eve -
men ts—reduc t i ons  i n  i n fan t  and
m a t e r n a l  m o r t a l i t y,  decreases  in
fe r t i l i t y  ra tes,  reduc t ions  in  in fec -
t i o u s  a n d  p a r a s i t i c  d i s e a s e s ,
improvements  in  nu t r i t i on  and  edu-
ca t ion—that  have  occur red ,  a lbe i t
uneven ly,  on  a  g loba l  sca le. A t
the  same t ime,  the  growth  o f  o lder
popu la t ions  poses  cha l lenges  to
na t iona l  publ i c  po l i c ies  because a
soc ie ty ’s  needs  change as  i t s  p ro -
p o r t i o n  o f  e l d e r l y  p o p u l a t i o n
inc reases.

Rap id ly  expand ing  numbers  o f
o lder  persons  represent  a  soc ia l
p h e n o m e n o n  w i t h o u t  h i s t o r i c a l
p r e c e d e n t . The  wor ld ' s  e lde r l y
popu la t ion—def ined  here  as  per -
sons  age 60  and over—wi l l  reach
550 mi l l i on  in  1996 and is  expec t -
ed  to  approach  1 .2  b i l l i on  by  the
year  2025. As  a  resu l t  o f  dec l ines
in  fe r t i l i t y  a n d i n c r e a s e d l i fe ex-
pec tancy,  the  o lder  popu la t ion  in
most  count r ies  i s  growing  fas te r
than  the  popu la t ion  as  a  who le.

To d a t e , p o p u l a t i o n ag ing  has
been a  p rominent  i ssue  la rge ly  in
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d n a t i o n s  o f
Europe,  As ia ,  and  Nor th  Amer ica .

In  a t  leas t  50  such  count r ies,  15
percen t  o r  more  o f  the  en t i re  pop-
u l a t i o n  i s  a g e  6 0  o r  ove r,  a n d
these  na t i ons  have  expe r i enced
in tense  publ i c  debate  over  i ssues
(Soc ia l  Secur i t y  cos ts,  hea l th  care
prov is ion , educat iona l  inves tment )
t h a t  a r e  d i r e c t l y  l i n ke d  t o  t h e
chang ing  age  s t r uc tu re  o f  t he i r
p o p u l a t i o n s . W h a t  i s  n o t  a s  
w ide ly  apprec ia ted  i s  the  fac t  tha t
popu la t ion  ag ing  i s  occur r ing  in
less-deve loped count r ies  as  we l l
and  tha t  o lder  popu la t ions  in  most
l e s s - d eve l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  a r e
g r o w i n g much more  rap id ly  than
those  in  more-deve loped na t ions.

The s ta t i s t i cs  in  th is  wa l l char t
a re  in tended to  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  p r e -
s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f
wor ldw ide  popu la t ion  ag ing  and t o
p o r t r a y  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  a m o n g
nat ions. Comments  and  cau t ions
on spec i f i c  i n d i c a t o r s  a n d  c o n -
c e p t s a r e  p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e
reverse.
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Country

Population age
60 and over

(in 000’s)

Percent age
60 and over

Percent age
75 and over

Percent female
in population

age 75
and over

Median
age

(years)

1996 2025 1996 2025 1996 2025 1996 2025 1996 2025

Algeria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,674 4,817 5.7 10.1 1.2 2.0 53 56 19 30
Argentina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,698 7,490 13.6 16.8 3.6 5.1 62 62 28 34
Armenia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407 720 11.7 19.3 2.0 4.2 67 65 29 36
Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,931 5,914 16.0 26.6 5.1 9.6 62 58 34 42
Austria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,592 2,520 19.8 30.7 6.4 10.9 69 61 37 47

Azerbaijan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 740 1,398 9.6 15.0 1.9 3.0 72 67 25 33
Bangladesh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,296 17,207 5.1 9.5 0.8 1.5 41 50 20 30
Belarus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,859 2,501 17.8 22.6 4.0 6.0 75 68 35 40
Belgium. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,188 3,147 21.5 30.9 6.5 11.1 66 60 38 46
Bolivia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 504 1,119 7.0 10.2 1.9 3.0 58 60 20 28

Botswana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 87 5.4 5.6 1.5 1.7 63 75 18 23
Brazil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,636 30,732 7.2 15.5 1.4 3.8 64 63 25 35
Bulgaria. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,821 2,268 21.1 26.2 4.9 8.9 60 64 38 44
Buurkina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 516 608 4.9 3.4 0.9 0.9 60 71 16 18
Burma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,927 7,044 6.4 9.8 1.1 1.8 57 60 22 27

Burundi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248 519 4.2 4.6 0.8 0.9 62 67 16 19
Cameroon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 734 1,429 5.1 5.0 1.0 1.2 57 60 17 19
Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,756 10,021 16.5 28.1 5.3 9.6 63 60 35 42
Central African Republic . . . . . . . . 175 286 5.3 5.6 1.1 1.8 52 65 18 20
Chile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,402 3,666 9.8 20.4 2.3 5.8 63 61 28 38

China, Mainland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115,215 290,640 9.5 20.3 1.9 4.9 59 58 28 40
China, Taiwan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,395 6,268 11.2 24.6 2.4 6.6 50 56 30 42
Colombia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,514 8,548 6.8 16.7 1.4 3.9 59 63 25 36
Costa Rica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245 774 7.1 14.5 1.7 3.4 56 58 23 32
Cote d’Ivorire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 523 1,142 3.5 4.2 0.6 0.9 51 59 16 19

Denmark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,047 1,630 19.9 29.9 7.2 11.6 64 60 38 45
Ecuador. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744 2,255 6.5 12.9 1.7 3.2 56 58 22 32
Egypt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,698 9,766 5.8 10.0 0.9 1.9 57 63 21 29
Estonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277 320 19.0 23.5 4.6 7.3 74 69 36 40
Ethiopia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,528 4,853 4.4 4.3 0.7 0.8 56 61 17 19

Fiji . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 133 5.2 12.3 0.7 2.2 57 62 22 31
Finland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 968 1,580 19.0 31.4 5.8 11.6 69 57 38 45
France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,777 18,220 20.3 30.0 6.5 11.4 65 60 37 45
Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 887 1,101 17.0 21.0 3.8 5.8 71 68 33 38
Germany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,423 27,680 20.9 31.6 6.4 11.0 71 60 38 47

Greece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,347 3,355 22.3 30.8 6.5 12.0 59 60 38 47
Guadeloupe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 103 11.5 20.5 3.5 6.2 60 62 28 40
Guatemala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 603 1,680 5.3 8.6 1.0 2.0 56 58 18 27
Haiti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 405 671 6.0 6.1 1.4 1.4 54 61 17 24
Honduras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286 846 5.1 8.7 1.2 2.1 52 58 18 27

Hungary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,961 2,259 19.6 25.2 5.1 8.6 67 69 38 43
India. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61,903 165,096 6.5 12.2 1.1 2.5 50 54 23 32
Indonesia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,994 37,837 6.3 13.1 0.9 2.5 58 61 24 33
Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 541 866 15.2 24.1 4.9 8.3 62 60 31 41
Israel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 708 1,409 13.1 18.1 4.1 5.9 57 58 27 34

Italy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,833 17,988 22.3 33.0 6.7 12.9 64 61 39 49
Jamaica. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 502 9.1 15.0 2.8 3.8 58 60 24 35
Japan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,248 39,626 20.9 32.9 5.8 14.9 64 60 40 48
Jordan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187 624 4.4 7.6 0.7 1.7 52 56 18 26
Kazakstan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,701 2,978 10.1 15.8 2.2 3.6 77 72 27 34

Krgyzstan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 399 677 8.8 10.1 1.8 2.0 72 68 22 28
Liberia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110 428 5.2 6.3 1.4 1.8 55 53 18 20
Luxembourg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 159 19.1 30.2 5.7 10.9 67 58 37 45
Madagascar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 698 1,619 5.1 5.5 1.0 1.0 50 59 17 20
Malaysia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,208 4,021 6.1 12.6 1.2 2.8 59 61 23 30
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Algeria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 69 7 55 36 2 119 14 7 188
Argentina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 75 12 45 34 5 93 92 4 59
Armenia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 74 12 52 32 13 NA NA 4 77
Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 83 11 40 21 5 (2) (2) 9 102
Austria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 80 15 52 6 2 (2) (2) 9 58

Azerbaijan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 70 12 61 33 11 NA NA 4 89
Bangladesh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 56 7 68 75 46 30 5 3 173
Belarus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 74 12 53 24 10 97 88 3 35
Belgium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 81 13 42 7 2 (2) (2) 8 44
Bolivia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 63 18 44 73 39 154 128 4 122

Botswana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 47 9 53 63 20 11 11 NA 9
Brazil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 67 13 47 46 11 60 54 4 164
Bulgaria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 75 17 43 7 3 97 93 5 25
Burkina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 43 8 59 80 47 NA NA 9 18
Burma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 58 22 53 61 29 78 52 NA 141

Burundi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 50 5 50 83 79 111 12 3 109
Cameroon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 54 10 62 74 46 25 7 3 95
Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 83 10 39 23 9 (2) (2) 10 111
Central African Republic. . . . . . . . . 45 47 11 51 86 68 111 15 4 63
Chile. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 78 15 45 43 11 181 181 5 161

China, Mainland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 71 24 52 45 15 50 11 4 152
China, Taiwan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 79 9 26 28 10 83 44 NA 162
Colombia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 76 15 46 48 12 71 64 4 240
Costa Rica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 78 12 34 38 7 179 178 NA 216
Cote d’Ivoire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 47 10 56 80 30 12 2 3 118

Denmark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 81 15 42 22 8 (2) (2) 7 56
Ecuador . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 74 14 37 71 16 72 61 4 203
Egypt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 63 12 60 45 7 31 7 3 164
Estonia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 74 14 51 33 20 1100 198 NA 15
Ethiopia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 48 NA NA 80 43 312 33 4 92

Fiji. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 68 14 49 57 10 60 42 NA 225
Finland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 77 13 44 10 5 (2) (2) 9 63
France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 82 14 46 7 4 (2) (2) 9 55
Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 73 13 54 39 20 NA NA 5 24
Germany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 79 14 49 12 3 (2) (2) 9 59

Greece. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 81 10 45 26 10 94 80 5 43
Guadeloupe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 81 11 33 15 8 164 162 NA 120
Guatemala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 68 16 52 73 18 143 131 4 179
Haiti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 51 8 27 76 39 NA NA 7 66
Honduras. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 71 9 29 70 17 39 33 5 196

Hungary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 74 16 52 2 1 99 97 6 15
India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 60 20 51 65 14 415 47 6 167
Indonesia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 64 11 58 68 30 368 338 2 191
Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 78 13 43 28 6 (2) (2) 8 60
Israel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 80 11 46 30 9 190 180 4 99

Italy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 81 12 43 17 4 195 192 8 40
Jamaica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 77 13 38 154 124 67 70 NA 112
Japan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 83 10 44 51 23 (2) (2) 7 51
Jordan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 74 9 56 40 1 52 12 4 233
Kazakstan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 70 14 60 19 8 190 172 4 75

Krygyzstan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 69 12 59 19 7 NA NA 5 70
Liberia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 61 10 41 75 65 NA NA NA 289
Luxembourg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 82 14 23 9 4 (2) (2) 7 100
Madagascar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 53 13 47 563 563 437 423 3 132
Malaysia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 73 14 54 22 9 43 9 3 233

NA Data not available.
1 Refers to age 65 and over.
2 When literacy among adult cohorts becomes pervasive, many industrialized nations no longer collect and/or tabulate statistics on literacy. Such

countries may report to international organizations that overall adult literacy is essentially universal (98 percent or more). The experience of some
industrialized countries that do collect and tabulate literacy data suggests that, at least among older adult cohorts, the actual literacy rate is lower than
commonly assumed.

3 Refers to age 55 and over.
4 Refers to age 50 and over.
5 Refers to both sexes combined.
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Mali . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 489 956 5.1 4.0 0.9 0.8 54 63 16 18
Malta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 126 15.7 27.5 4.2 10.9 60 59 35 41
Mauritius . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98 268 8.6 18.0 1.8 3.8 65 66 28 35
Mexico. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,209 18,494 6.5 12.9 1.6 3.6 56 60 21 31
Moldova . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 606 935 13.6 18.4 2.8 4.4 67 66 31 36

Morocco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,920 5,587 6.4 11.8 1.4 2.8 52 60 21 30
Nepal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,070 2,684 4.8 6.5 0.7 1.2 52 56 19 24
Netherlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,772 5,056 17.8 30.8 5.7 10.8 66 59 36 46
New Zealand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 542 1,001 15.3 22.5 4.9 7.8 63 60 32 39
Nicaragua . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178 607 4.2 8.1 0.7 1.6 59 60 18 27

Norway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 869 1,313 19.8 28.4 7.6 10.2 63 59 36 44
Pakistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,928 17,701 6.1 8.4 1.3 1.6 50 58 19 27
Panama. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213 565 8.0 14.8 2.3 4.3 53 57 24 33
Paraguay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 331 1,062 6.0 10.3 1.5 2.4 57 56 20 26
Peru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,664 4,879 6.8 14.1 1.5 3.8 58 57 22 34

Philippines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,047 11,641 5.4 9.7 1.1 9.7 56 59 20 28
Poland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,153 9,855 15.9 24.1 3.8 7.1 67 66 34 41
Portugal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,995 2,791 20.2 28.2 5.8 10.5 63 63 36 46
Puerto Rico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 534 945 14.0 22.0 4.5 8.0 56 62 30 39
Romania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,953 4,623 18.3 23.2 3.9 7.7 63 65 35 42

Russia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24,708 34,230 16.7 22.9 3.8 6.1 78 70 35 40
Senegal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402 1,090 4.4 4.9 0.9 0.9 51 62 16 19
Singapore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320 1,190 9.4 26.7 2.4 6.9 60 58 32 42
Solomon Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 58 4.6 7.0 0.9 1.7 49 58 17 25
South Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,782 5,613 6.7 10.4 1.6 2.7 64 66 22 27

South Korea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,274 12,720 9.4 23.4 1.8 6.2 69 61 30 42
Spain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,301 11,773 21.2 30.1 6.4 11.4 63 60 36 48
Sri Lanka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,636 4,407 8.8 18.8 2.0 5.0 51 59 27 38
Sweden. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,948 2,743 21.9 28.9 8.5 11.6 62 58 39 44
Switzerland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,405 2,436 19.5 31.4 6.7 11.2 65 59 38 46

Tajikistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 388 819 6.5 7.4 1.4 1.5 63 60 18 23
Tanzania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,329 1,849 4.6 4.3 0.9 1.1 54 66 17 20
Thailand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,130 14,160 8.7 20.1 1.8 5.1 60 62 28 39
Trinidad and Tobago. . . . . . . . . . . . 107 266 8.4 18.5 2.2 4.2 58 58 26 37
Tunisia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 726 1,811 8.1 13.5 1.6 3.2 46 57 23 32

Turkey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,133 13,889 8.2 15.5 1.8 4.1 58 58 24 34
Turkmenistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259 634 6.2 9.2 1.3 1.6 70 66 20 27
Uganda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 748 1,024 3.7 3.1 0.5 0.6 48 62 15 18
Ukraine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,677 11,583 19.0 23.8 4.6 7.0 75 68 36 41
United Kingdom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,978 17,023 20.5 28.7 7.2 10.5 65 60 37 44

United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,873 82,501 16.5 24.6 5.7 7.9 64 58 35 38
Uruguay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 559 806 17.3 20.6 4.9 7.4 62 62 31 36
Uzbekistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,580 3,677 6.7 9.3 1.5 1.7 69 63 20 26
Venezuela. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,409 4,606 6.4 14.2 1.6 3.5 57 58 22 33
Zimbabwe. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 482 552 4.3 4.9 0.9 1.5 53 63 17 24

U.S. Census Bureau



Country

Years of life
expectancy at

birth, 1996

Percent widowed
age 60 and over

Percent economically
active age 60

and over

Percent literate
age 60 and over

Percent
of GDP

spent
on health

(circa
1991)

Percent
increase

in 60+
population,

1996 to
2025Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

Mali. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 49 6 49 72 25 12 1 5 95
Malta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 81 16 37 8 1 68 66 NA 114
Mauritius . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 74 14 60 24 9 67 41 NA 174
Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 77 12 37 67 17 71 59 3 198
Moldova. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 70 17 54 17 5 190 170 4 54

Morocco. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 72 7 62 38 9 15 1 3 191
Nepal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 54 18 48 51 18 24 3 5 151
Netherlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 81 12 41 22 8 (2) (2) 9 82
New Zealand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 80 116 149 16 6 (2) (2) 8 85
Nicaragua . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 68 410 433 91 23 51 46 9 241

Norway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 81 12 40 34 21 (2) (2) 8 51
Pakistan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 59 12 47 62 9 18 5 3 123
Panama. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 77 11 32 47 7 72 71 NA 165
Paraguay. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 75 11 30 65 10 79 68 3 221
Peru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 71 17 43 43 16 176 149 3 193

Philippines. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 69 15 41 162 128 178 172 2 188
Poland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 76 14 50 26 14 (2) (2) 5 60
Portugal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 79 13 42 30 13 74 58 6 40
Puerto Rico. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 80 13 40 20 6 81 76 NA 77
Romania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 74 14 47 11 6 195 182 4 17

Russia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 70 12 55 24 11 197 184 3 39
Senegal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 59 5 52 67 20 18 3 4 171
Singapore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 81 16 54 33 6 81 33 2 272
Solomon Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 74 18 43 13 5 NA NA NA 211
South Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 62 11 49 121 15 159 155 6 102

South Korea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 77 12 64 53 28 NA NA 7 198
Spain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 82 11 39 16 5 194 185 7 42
Sri Lanka. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 75 11 42 45 6 83 56 4 169
Sweden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 81 11 38 23 14 (2) (2) 9 41
Switzerland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 81 12 38 29 8 (2) (2) 8 73

Tajikistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 68 14 57 23 8 91 81 6 111
Tanzania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 44 8 45 82 64 127 15 5 39
Thailand. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 72 17 53 53 32 82 62 5 176
Trinidad and Tobago . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 73 20 43 23 9 179 171 NA 147
Tunisia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 74 9 53 40 5 19 4 5 149

Turkey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 74 11 45 37 13 75 41 4 171
Turkmenistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 67 21 60 27 9 NA NA 5 145
Uganda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 41 11 53 76 51 31 9 3 37
Ukraine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 72 13 55 20 8 (2) (2) 3 20
United Kingdom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 79 14 43 21 8 (2) (2) 7 42

United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 79 11 42 27 14 91 93 13 88
Uruguay. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 78 11 43 30 10 185 187 5 44
Uzbekistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 69 15 59 21 6 NA NA 6 133
Venezuela . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 75 10 35 359 311 375 366 4 227
Zimbabwe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 42 6 49 82 70 348 330 6 15
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