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Over the span of the last few
years, did you have continuous
health insurance coverage?

If your answer is “no,” you have
a lot of company. Recent data
from the Census Bureau’s Sur-
vey of Income and Program
Participation show that 1 in 4
Americans did not have health
insurance for at least 1 month
during the 32-month interview
period between February

1990 and September 1992.

This Brief examines the likeli-
hood of having a lapse in health
insurance coverage over two
different lengths of time — 12
months (the 1990 calendar year)
and 32 months (February 1990
through September 1992). It
also looks at which groups were
likely to have had a lapse in cov-
erage during the latter period
and which groups were more
likely to have had continuous
coverage.

As time goes by, some who
have coverage will lose it. For
example, 81 percent were con-
tinuously covered over the
12-month period from January
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to December 1990, but only 75
percent had coverage for all 32
months of the survey period.

Over a longer time period, one
has a greater chance of being
without insurance — 20 percent
(47 million persons) had a lapse
in coverage over the 12-month
period, 25 percent (60 million
persons) did over the full 32
months.

Compared to previous esti-
mates, the proportion of
persons experiencing a lapse in
coverage declined slightly. In
calendar year 1987, 21 percent
of persons lost coverage,
compared with the 20 percent
over the 12-month period in
1990.

Here are some key factors that
influenced our chances of not
having coverage for at least part
of the 32 months:

Age: Young adults aged 18-24
were the age group most vulner-
able to lapses in coverage. Al-
most one-half of them spent at
least 1 month without coverage.
As the chart on the back shows,
the percentage of other adults
lacking continuous coverage fell
gradually with age. Medicare
provides coverage for most el-
derly: just 1 percent had lapses
in coverage.

Employment status: Stable,
full-time employment improves
one’s chances of having contin-

Proportion of persons with continuous health insur-
ance coverage and lapses in coverage: 12-month
period (1990 calendar year) and 32-month period
(February 1990 to September 1992)

Continuous coverage (during survey)

All 12 months

‘81%

All 32 months ‘

‘ 75%

Lapse in coverage (1 month or more without)

12 months - 20%

32 months - 25%

Note: Percentages in a distribution do not always add to exactly 100
percent due to rounding. These percentages represent proportions of
total populations of 241.5 million persons for calendar year 1990 and
235.8 million for the 32-month survey period.
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uous coverage. Only 13 percent
of those who worked full-time —
35 hours or more per week —
for all 32 months experienced
lapses in coverage. In contrast,
38 percent who were jobless for
a month or more had a lapse.
Twenty-two percent of those
who worked the entire period —
but not full-time — didn’t have
continuous coverage.

Poverty status: Falling below
the poverty line increases the
odds of losing coverage. Thir-
teen percent of those who spent
no months in poverty experi-
enced coverage lapses. In con-
trast, 52 percent who spent at
least 1 month in poverty experi-
enced lapses in coverage. How-
ever, due to higher levels of
Medicaid coverage, only 31 per-
cent of those who spent all 32
months in poverty had a cover-

age gap.

Program participation: Of
those who participated at some
point in a major assistance pro-
gram — AFDC, General Assis-
tance, SSI, Food Stamps, or
housing assistance — 47 per-
cent lacked continuous cover-
age, compared with 21 percent
who didn’t participate at all. Of
those who patrticipated in all 32
months, 24 percent lacked con-
tinuous coverage. Six in ten of
these persons were covered by
Medicaid for the entire period.

Sex: Women were slightly less
likely than men to have had
gaps in coverage: 24 percent
versus 27 percent. There are
two reasons for this. One, it was
more common for women to live
in families below the poverty
line, and thus take part in Medic-
aid. And two, a higher propor-
tion of women than men were
age 65 and over, and therefore
almost certainly covered by
Medicare.

An upcoming P-70 report, Health
Insurance Coverage: 1990-1992,

Percent without health insurance for at least
1 month: February 1990 to September 1992

All persons [ 25%
Race and Hispanic Origin
white [ 24%
e R
Hispanic origin [ 4%

Age
65 and over || 1%

45-64 [ 19%

35-44 [ 22%

25-34 [ 32%

22-24 [ 47%

18-21 [ 48%
Under 18 [ 29%

Education (Adults Age 19 and Over)

Collegegraduate 13%

High school degree,
go college deggree _ 25%
No high school [l 30%

Ratio of Family Income to Poverty Level

egree

4.0 or more - 9%

3.0t0 3.99 [ 18%

2.0t0 2.99 [ 26%
1.0to 1.00 [N 46%
Less than 1.0 [ <o

Months Spent in a Married-Couple Family

All 32 months [ 20%

1-30 months [ 43%
No months [ 31%

Note: Age and education refer to February 1990; family in-
come refers to total income over all 32 months. The percent-
ages represent proportions of a total population of 235.8 million
persons.

will expand on the data in this
Brief. It will become available in
summer 1994. Contact Custom-
er Services (301-763-4100) then
for ordering information.
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This Brief is one of a series that pre-
sents information of current policy
interest. It may include data from
businesses, households, or other
sources. All statistics are subject to
sampling variability as well as survey
design flaws, respondent classifica-
tion errors, and data processing mis-
takes. The Census Bureau has taken
steps to minimize errors and analyti-
cal statements have been tested and
meet statistical standards. However,
because of methodological differ-
ences, use caution when comparing
these data with data from other
sources.




