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SUBURBAN CHICAGO MAN ARRESTED ON FEDERAL CHARGES OF
ILLEGALLY ACTING ASAGENT OF IRAQI INTEL LIGENCE SERVICE IN U.S,

CHICAGO —A south suburban Oak Lawn man was arrested today by the FBI on federal charges
of conspiracy and illegdly acting in the United States as an unregistered agent of the former government
of Irag. Thedefendant, K haled Abdel-L atif Dumeisi, wasarrested thismorning a hishome, announced
Patrick J. Fitzgerdd, United States Attorney for the Northern Didtrict of Illinois, and Thomas J. Kneir,
Specid Agent-in-Charge of the Chicago Office of the Federd Bureau of Investigation. Theinvestigation
is continuing, they said.

According to a crimind complaint, which was filed yesterday in Federal Court and unseded
following the arrest, Dumeis’s illegd conduct included: producing press identification cards for Iragi
intelligence officers; reporting to thelragi Intelligence Service (11S) onindividua sand entitiesin the United
States who werein opposition to theformer Iragi government, including providing surreptitioudy obtained
telephone records of an Iragi opposition leader; receiving financid support from the Iragi government to

fadilitate his activities, and traveling to Iragq and receiving ingruction in intelligence tradecraft from the 1S,



Among the evidence cited in the complaint is a dosser that was saized in April from an 1IS
safehouse in Baghdad during Operation Iragi Freedom. A prdiminary trandation indicates that the file
contains 11S reports about the activities in the United States of an agent/asset code-named “ Sirhan,” who
dlegedly isDumed.

Federal law requiresindividuas-- other than adiplomatic or consular officer or attache-- who are
acting as agentsfor foreign governmentsto register with the U.S. Attorney Generd. The complaint alleges
that Dumeis has never registered with the Justice Department asan agent of Irag, and hewas charged with
failing to register and conspiracy to do so.

“While Khded Dumeis is not dleged to be an actud intelligence officer and is not charged with
espionage, the chargesare nonetheless serious,” Mr. Fitzgerdd said. “Thosewho gather informationinthe
United States about people living in America for the purpose of providing the information to hogtile
governments should understand that the FBI will pursue them vigoroudy and the government will bring
chargesin appropriate cases.”

Dumeid, 60, of 4929 West 109" St., #304, Oak Lawn, dso known as“Khaed Dumeis,” “Abu
Wadlid,” and“ Sirhan,” wasexpected to have aninitia court appearancelater today before Magistrate Judge
Edward Baobrick in U.S. Digrict Court in Chicago. According to immigration records, Dumels has lived
in the United States about 10 years and is a permanent resident dienwho clamsto be aJordanian citizen
bornin Paegtine. He gpplied for U.S. citizenship in December 2001 and his gpplication was denied in
November 2002 for failing to provide documents requested by immigration officids, according to the

complaint.



The complaint dso identifies Dumels as the registered agent and president of Around-the-World
News, Inc., which heincorporated in lllinoison Aug. 24, 1998, to print and distribute periodicalsin Arabic
and English, both domegticdly and internationaly. The company publishes Al-Mahjar, an Arabic language
monthly, from an office at 6000 West 79" &., Suite 203, in Burbank.

According to the complaint, the IS, or “Generd Intelligence,” known in Arabic asthe Dalirat d-
Mukhabbarat d- Amma, or the* Mukhabbarat,” wastheforeign intelligence arm of the former government
of Irag. One of its primary missonsin the United States was collecting information regarding the activities
and wheregbouts of members of the Iragi opposition to the regime of Saddam Hussein. Dumels dlegedly
wasrecruited by 11Sinteligence officersasan * agent” or “asset” to secretly obtain intdligenceinformation.
Heisnot dleged to have been anintelligence officer himsdf. In oneinstance, the complaint dleges, thellS
trained Dumeis to use a pen with a hidden camera and microphone, which he later used to record an
interview of an Iragi opposition member.

Muchof theinformation contained in a31-page FBI affidavit regarding Dumels’ saleged activities
was provided by four unnamed individuas who are cooperating with the FBI. One of them is described
as an admitted former Iragi intelligence officer who met Dumeis gpproximately two years ago & the Iraqg
Mission to the United Nations (IMUN), while the other three individuas worked closdly with Dumels at
varioustimesin the publication of Al-Mahjar.

The FBI determined that Dumeis interacted at the IMUN with &t |east four named individua swho
werelragi intelligence officers, including one of whom was expelled by the State Department in June 2002
on suspicion of spying on the United States, according to the affidavit. 1n September 1999, Dumeis told

the FBI that he had regular contact, usudly weekly, with the IMUN but clamed it was for journdistic

3



purposes on behalf of Al-Mahjar. On May 6, 2003, Dumeis told FBI agents that he generdly traveled
to the IMUN twice ayear, by invitation and at the IMUN’ s expense, to attend the cel ebration of Saddam
Hussein's birthday and Nationd Day. He dso admitted knowing that Iraqi intelligence officers were
stationed a Iragi establishments and that he spent time eeting and vigting with two intelligence officers
dationed at the IMUN, the complaint aleges.

Dumeid dlegedly told one of the cooperating individuasthat he received $2,000 or $3,000 from
IMUN personne to help them gather information on the Iragi oppogtion in America; specificaly what the
oppositionwasdoing, wherethey were concentrated, their strength and how dangerousthey were. Aspart
of his efforts, Dumels had to spesk to people at the IMUN on a cdlular telephone every Thursday at 1
p.m. During a consensud search of Dumels’s residence on May 6, the FBI recovered a notepad sheet
from the deeve of a 1996 pocket cdendar that had written in Arabic a rudimentary code system that
Dumeis used in connection with hisintelligence activities, according to the affidavit. For example, the FBI
believes that when faced with thrests from the Iragi opposition, Dumeis reported them to the I1S by
conveying the message that his car was inoperable.

The search of Dumels’ s resdence aso corroborated evidence that he made press identification
cards that Iraqi intelligence officers could use to attend conferences and public gatherings to which they
would not otherwise have access, because as foreign diplomats they were required to present their
diplomatic identification, which would haveidentified them asemployees of thelragi mission. Since 1991,
IMUN diplomets have had their travel restricted within the five boroughs of New York City and were

routindy prohibited from atending certain events.



During interviewswith the FBI in late April and early May, adosefriend of Dumeis’ ssad that she
told him in early 2002 that she was romanticaly involved with a man who was a possble future president
of Irag. Subsequently, thewoman, who wasemployed at an internationa |ong distancetelephone service,
gave Dumed alig of phone numbers cdled by the man she was involved with, and Dumeis dlegedly
provided theinformation, along with bank account records, tothe IMUN. Theaffidavit dso satesthat the
woman hosted the possible future Iragi president in atrip to Chicago in March 2002 and that he delivered
alecture to 200 people about the opposition’s efforts to overthrow the Hussain regime.

The government is being represented in this continuing investigation by Assgtant U.S. Attorney
VictoriaJ. Peters.

If convicted, acting asan unregistered foreign agent carriesamaximum pendty of 10 yearsin prison
and a$250,000 fine, and conspiracy carries amaximum pendty of 5 yearsin prison and a$250,000 fine.
Note, however, that the Court, would determine the appropriate sentence to beimposed under the United
States Sentencing Guiddlines.

The public is reminded that a complaint contains only charges and are not evidence of guilt. The
defendant is presumed innocent and is entitled to afair trid at which the government has the burden of

proving guilt beyond a reasonable doulbt.



