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’ oar drove avay. Other bandits took emplayees ia front of beak as shields,
They atole the car which they abandoned sevaral miles out of towm and com- .
fiscated & Chryaler sedan which was sbandoned at Hudson, Michigan, wheres '
. Yhey confiscated a Ford sedas which was later found sbandoned mear the -
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U.S.TOTRY BANK A
THIEF UNDER NEW
LAW OF DEATH, .

Grand Haven, Mich,, Sept. 3.—[Bpa-
cial.}—Theodore ¥. Bentz, allag Crulg,

who was indlctqd on a charge of rob-
bing the People’s Bavings bank here,
utohmugnedlnthommuitcourt
Dext Monday, at which time a date]
for his trial will be set,

Federal authorities at Bguth Band,
Ind., announced Yyesterday an inten-
ton to indict Bents for the robbery in
- June of the Merchants’ Natiopal bank
. ot Boyth Bend. It iz the present in.
tention to try him ander & new fed.
eral law that makes possible a death
penalty for a robbery tn which a kil.

ing ogcurs, 4 warant for his sur. . '
redder to the federal authoritiss has
been issued, but it is belleved the gov-|

. S
s

.

ernment will consent to let Jocal ag.
thorities try him first, : \ /
Rumors that Bents recently made a.‘ (

confession persons who f [
barbored John Dillinger wers recet i
{th akepticlsm by Lawrence De : ( } 5
. v, Heven thief of police. | '
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Mr. Nathan ___ ..
Mr, Tolson ... ...
T ) . Mr, Clogx .. .cccon ranas
- P : Mr. Baughman..___..
N Chief Clerk ....._...
L ' Mr. Coftev. ... ......

. FSp—— Mr. Cowley .........
st R D el e AT B 0l T’ ol ] s ".‘f‘;_-',‘;"_~:’_" e it
O : ' ‘ ey Mr. Edwards. ... .....

|Life Sentence Given' e
|Man in Bank Holdup,

Mr. Keith ... ..
Nr. Lester. ... ...
By United Press

GRAND HAVEN, Mich.—Theodore
Bentz, 36, once s prominent Port-
tland, Me, business man, was on his
way to the Marqueite Btate Prison
today t0 serve a life sentence for
srmed bank robbery, . .
Tears rolled down Bentr's cheeks:
when a Ctrcuit Court fury yesterday .
afternoon declared him mmwngp.r-'l
. .,s . Hcipating in the $14,000 holdup of the |
777" | Peoples Savings Bank of Grand
. | Baven In Wagusigas, [
4. “I never robbed a bank, and some .
day it will be proven,” he cried. “This
will be on your conscience for & long
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m ROBBER GETS LUE

Grand Haven, Mich., Sept. 25.—(P)
- re B was convicited by
a circuit co jury today on a
charge of robbing the P

eoples Bav-1y’
ings
000 in A . 1933 Circuit Judge
Fred T. Mi immedll{elylenteneed
him to lue imprisonment ‘in the
-l(xchlun pnnon at Mar-
‘quette.
I

of Grand Haven of $14,- ;.,
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! Bitision of Jrfestigation
Y A 3. Bepartment of Justice

Foat Office Box 812
Chiecego 11linois

Q‘ e Director,
]_-"/ ) Fodersl Buresu of Investigation
5 U. S. Derertment of Justice
“W Pennaylvenia Avenue at 9th 3t., N.¥,

N w&shington! b, C.
Dear Sir:

Mr. Nulbar of the Michigan State Police called t,\t
this Office today and informed me that he was investigating
thedGranl Haven, Kichigan, bank robbery., He atated that he
had received informetion from TedkBentz to the effect that
Fatheri{Coughlan was associated with the individuals who

_ robbed the bank at Grand Haven and he desired to know the
address of kr, Coughlan, The addreas as it is kmown to
the Chicego Office was furnished to him,

Thile here he stated that Father Coughlan was at.
one time reprimanded by his church for his asscciationa with
the members of theATouhy gang. He stated that he interviewed
Father Coughlan about & year ago about this and Father Coughlan
informed him that he had been so reprimanded, but that his
asaociations with the Touhy gang were of a& spiritual nature

PO L, e
Glvil'sly.

This i3 furnished for the information of the Bureau.

Very truly yours,

T\ A\ G

¥. H. PURVIS,

=3

VHP :RP ) Special Agent in Charge
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X CoEPARTMENT OF Pcn.)g : |
© @ity of Gramd Haven
' MICHIGAN

LAWRKNOE DEWITT, Qwmer March 13,1036,

John Edgar Hoover, Director,

Feseral Burean of Investigatilon, ‘
U.S. Devartment of Justice, - :
washington, D.C. - LT

Dear Sir: ' Re: Edward Bentz.

Advised as to aﬂprehension of Edward Bentz
in Brooklyn, N.Y. by your department to-day, for .
whom we hold warra.nt on charge of robbing the Peoples

- md & o
5avings mm, this city August I8,I833.

e qould a-*preciaﬁz the opportunity to
extradite Bentz to the State of Michigan on the bank
robbery charge in event convimtion is not obtainable
on charge rreferred against him.

Thanking you for your co-operation, I am

D/w Very truly yours,

%ﬂmaﬁw

Chief of Police.

7/ 57— |
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PENICY

March 18,' 1936,
91573
‘ lr. h-r-noo Dolt“. -_ ” '.“Lﬂ:'.:- ;n : e ;
: ’ m.’ 0’ Pou“ '.'.A" - _‘. :
Ty Gr.nd um’ Iimm‘ - TS _.i.r'.-z-'.:.-' "
naurcum L o DA
I dulro to u:t.no-loda mdpt of m !altd =
of Maroh 13, 1936, in whioh you advise that you hold & war-- RN
rant chargzing Edward Beats, who was receatly apprshended Yy - -

representatives of this Bureau, with the Tobbery of the i
Peoples Sovingl lonh or Orud hm, Ilohlpn on h;ut 18, o
1933. L :

. O ._._. R
- et .---r,__. ,.‘.-ﬁ‘. B

. " I bave du uu.ood that :eu would appruhu

- the opport.unlty of extraditing Bents to the £tate of lieh.l.-n
on the charge of robiinz the Peoples Savings Bank in the
event he was not convicted on the charges mow peading qllntt ‘
bia, In this oonneotion I would sugzest that you file o L IR
foroal detainer sith the Dn!.ud suun Marsbal ot lurnuhn.
hrnonto :

-

1.'1

' , Assuring you or q desire b ooopcuu in dl l h
matters of mutual uurnt, I SRR e REE

Az 131003 ol
me. f'(‘/fftlfra /
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EDWARD RYCENGA, Under Sharitt

- -
- - — -

. s[ergi)ﬁ’s Office, Ottawa r(?t}ﬁ)niy

TEN]. B. ROSEMA, Fhoril

WILLIAM BOEVE, Deputy Sheriff
TONY CROENEVELD, Deputy Sherift

|

1

E

March 14,1936

|

Hon., John Edgar Hoover, Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
U.8. Department of Justice.

Hon. 8ir : S

I wish to oongratulate you and your depariment on

™
In re : EWARD BENTZ.,

<
the recent capture of Edward Bentz.

From the minor details of which we have received, I
understand that be 1s to be turngd over to answer to the robbery
of the Caldonia National Bank at Rutland, Vermont on which charge

——

he was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury.
The Chief of Police of this city,Lawerence){)c‘Aitt and
myself have been hopeful of his capture for some time, We hold a

warrant for Ed'ard'Bentz for robbery of the Peoples Saving Bank,

ferggi Haven, Michigan on August 18,1933 as shown by the Oircular

enclosed. We have a very good case on Edward Bentz and feel that
we could put hic away on a life sentence if it were possible that

he would be turned over on our charge,

O
We were successful in convicting Earl Doyle and Theodore
-——-'_'_--

Bentz, brother of Edtra.rd Benti, as participants on the same robbery

as quoted. Both are now serving a life sentence at the Branch Prison

Grand Haven, Michigan O—%

{RECORDED COPY FILED IN 01 \ _ ]

at Marquette, Michigan. RELORDED & INDEXED
Id

(G =5T ¢

-

Inasmuch as I feel that your.departinent'iin db"{ts“‘utidat\-;.,

gio render to him his due reward,I cannot help but Al ]tﬁahg% my .

() plaping outr case before you, we wil/lé,receive an qfpbptunity to - -

® ¢ (Lot 3/’[:"5: <7 _ p/Tvo
U ces=  Rllha - S
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- Sbi}%’s Office, Ottawa 89:5

. BENS. 3. ROSEMA. Phacllt
G:and Haven, Michigan

EDAARD RYCENGCA, Under Sherift
WILLIAM BOEVE, Dwputy Sheriff
TONY GROENEVELD, Deputy Sheriff

Hon. dohn Edgar Hoover,Director

In re: Edward Bentz, Cont.

extradite himlif at all possibdble,

May I hear from you at your earliest convenlence as to

\

- woal data and evidence has been compiled against him by your
department, L ) L
8incerely yours, .
Benjamin H.XRosema,Sheriff
BER/m

S
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Ny Gear Bheritty . . e oo
- - L wish to acknonledge receipt

Narch 14, 1936, in which you sdvise tha
for Muard Berts, wio mas recently

{7 “Peoples Saving Beak, Grend Em' ,

j

e .

- Tour request for Information as 0 the
- demce which bas deen compiled against Beuts
. Jor your inforaation the tavestigatica
'Bentzmhwlndhcwtunthnloaphm
In sonzectlion with your request thet you
to extredite Bents, 1t 1» sugrested that

| _ Asmuring you of &y desire % 0eoperate with lav eaforeee’ . -
.ot agencies in matters of matual interest at all tinez, I am .. 57
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DIEKEMA,CROSS & TENCATE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
HOLLAND, MICHIOAN

SERMT J. DIEREMA
99-1930
OmEN 5. CROSS
BAMIEL TERCAYE
VERNON D. TENCATE

March 30, 1938

U.S8. Department of Investigetion
YWashington, D.C,

Gentlemen: a

We are actinE as attorneys for Mr, Theodore (Bentz)
Oraig, No. 5209, Marquette State Prison, Marouetl¥e, Michigaisi, who
wis sentenced from Grand Haven for & bank robbery job on Augnst 18,
1933, Mr, Craig claims it i8 a clear case of mistaken 1dentity,
that he had nothing to do with the job and is anxious to have the
men emprehended who actually comnitted the job.

.- Mr, Edward ¥} Bentz, who waes also connected with the
Grand Haven job, was sentenced last Thursday to the Federal Prison
at Atlanta, Georgia, for a bank job in Burlington, Vermont. ITphere
is no ouestion but that Edward W, Bentz and one ﬁgzlgggyle partici-
pated in the Grand Haven job. Doyle is now serving time for the
same at Marquette, Michigan. Both Oraig and Doyle state mositively
that Craig had nothing to do with the Grand Haven job, and we expect
to orocure a statement from Edward W. Bentz to the same effect,

Y

Mr, Craig assures us that one BernardpPhillips is the
man who actuelly assisted in robbing the bank and thd man who the
witnesses described, but by mistake picked Cralg ss being Phillivs
beceuse of his resemblance. ¥We are trying to locate Phillips and

wish you would send us & photograph of him. His description is ase
follows:

Alias YBig Phil%, five feet, ten inches in
height, dark br hair; blue eyes; 190 to 300 pounds
in weight; busky\build; dresses like ordinary business
mah; medium noee; 29 to 34 years in age; believed to
have slight scar on face\near mouth.

G Habits: 8mokes cigarettes, drinké, like to
b play golf, lives in apartments, drives a chevrolet or
= buick car, usually a new one, or cars of like make; '¥51;2Cc-u
¢S travels a great deal with women. Is believed to be & '/‘é
. around New York at present. ;zé}uﬁkan
ey o ] RECORDED la'l_ ‘5—,./., 4
s):l—; - & T — a -L N
S | DNDEXED FEDERAL BUREAU GF IKVESTIGATION
. WPR 1.1936 p »
, AF2 11, 1938 1956 eom
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of service to you, we sha

Devartment of Investigation #3

Criminal Record: Served fime in Leavenworth

Prison, was a cellmate of Earl Doyle at that orison,

He met and associated two months with Earl Doyle before
the Grand Haven Bank waes robbed, Further description
cen be obtained from the authorities at the above named
prrison. He 18 now wanted several places,

If we can fet any definite information that will bde
1l be glad to furnish you with the saxne,

Awaiting your reply, we are

c/g

Very truly yours,
DIEKEMA, CROSS & TEN CATE

By 0/&

n

rme——
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Mr. Boaghumen ...

Zederal Bureau of Infrestigation - e

A 3. Bepurtment of Fustice
Bxslington, B. €
April 4, 1936.

Edward Wilhelm Bents.

I telephoned SAC Conroy at the Atlanta Office with reference to
Ry previous telephonic conversation with hinm concerning the NMichigan State
Irooper who 1s coming down there for the purpose of interviewing Bents at
the penitentiary relative to the robbery of the bank at Grand Haven,
Michigan, I told Mr. Conroy upon discussing this matter with you, you
had suggested that Mr. Conroy arrange with the warden of the penitentiary,
dplomatically of course, whersby ome of our Agents ecould be present during
the interview which this Michigan State Trooper has with Beuts.

- I further told Mr. Conroy you suggested arrangements also
diplomatically be made with the warden of the penitentiary whereby mo
one will be permitted to interview Bents without notice thereof being
previously given to the Atlanta Office. .

Mr. Conroy sald that the warden at the penitentiary is very
cooperative and amenable to suggestions, and he does not anticipate any
difficulty at all in connection with these two matters.

Respectfully,

o
! 0/7,' 1»i . iﬁﬁg/ :
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Federal Burems of Inbestigation

H. 5. Brpactwent of Min
501 Healey Building, .

A L 3 T T Y. . B
R EO N i —

T ape1 7, 1938,

ERC¥E
91-5

.Director, :
Foederal Bureau of Investigatiom,
Washington, D, C. .

m Dear S5irs

Reference is made to letter from the Detroit Offioce s
to the Atlanta Office dated April 2, 1936, entitled, EDWARD
ENTZ, with aliases, et al., BANK ROBBERY, which set forth that
Sergeant .P. L, Hutson of the Michigan State Police was leaving for
1 atlanta, Georgla, for the purpose of interviewing Edward Wilhelm
Bentz at the United States Penitentiary, Atlanta, on April 6, 1936,
in conneotion with the robbery of & bank et Grand Haven, Michigan,
a few years sgo.

On April L, 1936, a long distance telephone oall was
received from Mr, Foxworth at ths Bureau in comneotion with refer-
ence letter, Mr, Foxworth suggested that the Atlenta Office taot-
fully arrange to have a Special Agent of the Bureau present when
Bent: was belng interviewed by Sergeant Butson. He further sug-

ested that arrangements be made, if possible, whereby Bentz should
not be interviewed by any peaces officers unless an Azent of the
Atlanta Office was present. Shortly after the telephone conversa-
tion with Mr. Foxworth, srrangements were made with Warden A, C.

Aderhold of the United Stetes Penitentiary, whersby nc peace officer
is to intervicw Bentz unless an Agent of the Atlanta Bureau Office
is present. This arrangement does not include relatives, In the
event the Buresu desires these additional precautions be taken, it

is requested that the Atlanta Office be advIised immediately.

Mr. Foxworth also suggested in another ﬁolephm con=
versation that Bentz, when being interviewed by the Michigan offiocers,

might desire to discuss only the robbery of the Grand Haven, Michigan
banks I proceeded to the Penitentiary with Special Agent W, M, Bott
where Bent: was personally interviewed, Bent: stated that he would
discuss the Grand Haven pank robbery with the Michigan offiocers
becauge his brother, Te ntz, had been convicted of the robbery

of that bank. At that time Ed Bentz intimated that Ted Bentz was

—_ % ___ emun_____& waue -
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not an active participant in that bark robbery and that by dis-
cussing the matter with the Michigan offiocers he n:l.ght be able to
olear hil brother.

Yosterday morning, April 6, 1936, Bergesnt Ps L,
Butson of the Detective Divisiom, liohiga.n State Polioce, Emst
Lansing, Michigan, accompanied by Chief of FPolice lawrenoce
DeWitt of Grand Haven, Michigan, oalled at this offioce, at the
same time stating that Specisl Agent in Charge HE. H. Reinecke
. of the Detroit Office had suggested that they call at this office
where they would recelve the utmost cocperation. They were ad-
vised that they were expected, and due to the faoct that Special
Agent W, ¥, Bott of this office was very familiar with the work-
- ings of the penitentiary and was personally acquainted with E4
Bents, that arrengements had already been effected whereby Agent
Bott would cenduct them to the penitentiary and see that every
courtesy was extended to them,

env Wli‘li IGUGﬂPmGﬂ oargom mvuun Inﬂ Unlﬂl UI
Police Dolritt to the penitentiary on two visits yesterday morn-
ing and afternoon, April 6, and on another wvisit this morning,

“ April 7, 1936, Be stayed with the officers constantly while
they were interviewing Bent:z and made notes on the informatiom
conveyed by Bentze These notes are being assembled and a report
will be rendered in the immediate future setting forth detailed
information given by Bent:z,

The information conveyed by Ed Fent: related practi-
cally in its entirety to the robbery of the Pesoples Savings
Bank©brand Haven, Michigan, during August, 1933, prior to the
passage of the National Bank Robbery Statutes., Bents gave a
written statement in his own handwriting, admitting partioipetiom
in that bank robbery. He enumerated the other active participants
in the robbery. It was noticeable that the name of his brother,
Ted Bentz, is omitted in the statement as an active participant,
A copy of this statement was secured and will be inocorporated into
Agent Bott's report, ‘

After securing the statement regarding the Grand
.Haven bank robbery, the Michigan officers started guestioning
Bentz regarding other bank robberies in Michigan which had
occurred prior to the Grand Haven bank robberye. Agent Bott,

-

r

SRty T




however, holding in mind the Bureau's suggestions, tactfully and
adroitly and without causing any 11l feeling, bdrought the inter-
view to an end, These offlocers, however, during the general
conversation en the day previocus, had secured fram Bantsz the

names of the partiocipants in five other benk robberies in the
 Btate of Michigan. Bentz, however, would not discuss the detalls

of those other robberies, at the same time stating that he did

not participate in those bank robberies. Inoidentally, during

the interview with Ed Bent:t at the penitentiary, om cocasions

Bentz made statements to the effect that he had furnished ocer-

tain information to the Agents of the Bureau at ¥ew York City-

and elsewhere. This information was not at hand at the Atlanta

Office, I am inclined to believe that it should be aveilsble

for purposes of reference., In view of these ciroumstances, ™\

should the Bureau deem same appropriate, it is suggested thn.'b ?M
oamplete reports, memorandums and letters regarding sll inter- (34"’”'“'\
views with Bentz should be transmitted to the Atlanta Office

for study before any further interviews of consequence be held Q""’
with Bentz, The Azents of the office then will dbe in a position

to interrogate Bent:z in more detailed manner.

Trusting that this matter has been handled to the
satisfaction of the Bureau, I am .

Very truly yours,

0

B. E. CONROY,
Special Agent in Charge,

oc Detroit
Hew York
Bostan
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e Federal Burean of Infrestiation
M. 5. Bepartment of Juatice
801 Healey Building
¥EC:1d Atlanta, Georgia
91-49
April 8, 1938

Director

Federal Bureau of Inveatigation
Washington, D. C.

(4] .
Re: EDWARD WILHELM BENTZ, with aliases,
ot al., Peoples Savings Bank,

o Grand_Haven, Michigan.
BARK ROBBERY

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent W, M.

.- 'The Buresu's attention is specifically directed to the
threats made to Bentz and the promises given him in commection with a state-
ment received. from Bentz regarding the robbery of the Peoples Savings Bank
at Grand Haven, Michigan., Agent Bott was merely am observer at the time
the interview took place. I desire to call the Bureau's atteation, however,
to the fact that any Agent of the Bureau being a witness to this type of
qusstioning is placed in a rather delicate position, Naturally, st some

future time he mey bs called upon as a witness, which would result in pos-
sible embarrassment to the Buresau,

I bave in mind particularly at the present time, that
in the not far distant future other local State, County and City officers
may come to Atlants to intarview Rentz,. Upon 'I'n-t'nubt'l ons of the Burean,

errangements have been made at the Tnited stateu Penitentiary at Atluntl
for an Agent of the Bureau to be present at all such interviews. It is
ny gensral impression that Bentz i{n the future will refuss to giva state-
ments to any other officers except employees of the Bursau, His apparent
reason for giving the statement in this perticular case was {n order to
c¢lear his brother ’I,!(LBentz of being an active participant in this bank
robbery, at the time he is given a mew trial, which T understand ia to

take place sometime s00L. REGORDED 17/ {7_ g

1 would appreciate receiving any hdvice w 3 . o
Bureau may desire to give regarding this particular aituaﬁo b&% uI)J IN'&EW!GR] JN

—

any other peace officers arrive in Atlamnta to interview Bentz\b'ﬂo}\kd% .M
Treceipt of advice from the Bureau, I will call the o o
before allowing an Agent to be present at any additional U

Edward Bentz,

APR 25,1935 © 3 :ﬁ‘-“° i
K B A . S,
qul’v‘ Q" speeiai..lz;n:%n m.__ v i '
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' 1 wwyow et Stage. Bunk,}'qsouand ¢higan, &uring . Sq:tube;'.

mm In.un.nam'm. uth l.‘unn, ot .1- e
Pecples Savings Bank, “y \*
pGrm::d Haven, nciugn 5"

.l » ——
\"'- Gl e Tra T s J"
wuonmorrms !du ntz tatd he, Ba
T - Cbhoyle nahor.m myaﬂam
‘ LE 0 called rroddie' 1obbed the Peoples savmfi
T T B Patk, Orand Baven, Michigen o 8/18/33; s
A RSN Eddioslanuo 'Big!p’itzgerald. Robort@ipll&,
A0 T g Honerfﬂlmn and Le r robbed the Hol

“f i 1932 and tha¥iCempbell, *Big” ntzguua. Bobert -
% Ripley, Xddie LaRus, CudiShaw, Homer Wilsom and
ST T Teck) Feifer robbed banks in Albion, Sturgess, ,l‘-,;
. Dowaglac and Cadillac, Michbigan between 1928 and “.:: X e L
. 1931, Pentz Adisclosed the locatioa of bonds -tohn' Thdea e
from Grand Haven bank and buried between New Buf-
falo, Michigan and Michigan City, Intuanl.

-
- - . v = -
4 BB I 2 \’.-.""-*' - Sl o TR T T L™ FHots "“""',‘ ";‘:’1, "‘"""_; i\-,,‘b’,fﬁrl'!"‘l
i - ? LT B S S LTI B & SR TR W] p,J .; .
T et R 5 : EECI A . . Fr

DRETATLS: L A upmta rno 1s boing open-d by the Atlanta orrico in lnltlnt
mtter in order to segregate the following information which pertains to
- the robbery of banks in the State of mchigan prlcr to aaytubor, 1953.-
C rm the calodonia llatioml Bank CMBOy . TG L __

‘.,‘ .-" .
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CIOPFIES OF THIE REFORT
= Burean

2 - Detroit
1 ~ New York ‘ |
2 - Boston COPIES DESTROYEM N
l -~ Chicago B“ .\
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DETATLS: Sergeant P. L. Butaon, Detective Bureau, Michigan
State Police, Xast Lansing, Michigen, Chief of Police
Lawrence DeWitt, of Crand Haven, Michigan, and this Agent interviewed

Az -~ SO¥ATS Wilbeln Beatz, #48025, at the United States Penitentiary; Ate o=y ™

2 lenta, - Sergeant Hutson, who conducted the htcmalttm of Bontl.-., £
.7~ {nformed Bentz that the" State Authorities of Michigan pouoma nf-_—‘

" fieient evidence to definitely involvs him in $he robbery of. the™ ¥
" Peoples Savings Bezk of Crand Haven, Michigen on' August 18, 19585
.- Sergeant Hutson advised Bentz that 1f he would furnish datuha tn-

of Michigen would decline to prosecute him and that the informatios &
furnished by him would never be used in Court agaimst him, tut that "
ir ha refused to make the desired dilclom:roa, the Attornq General ‘3
of the Siate of Wichigan would request the Atiormey General of ibe ';5:-“;_: 3
United States to permit Bentz 0 be rexmoved £rom the Atlanta Pnitﬂn- -
tiary to Crend Haven, Michigan, for trial im the State Courts emd -~ *:.
‘that @ Greand Haven jury would not require wmore $han five miputes b ¢
. convict Bentz on ﬂu eﬂdenco llroaq accunuhtod- if‘!‘-';‘sﬁ*.#'t j, -
__.¢ . \. SN RN e R Lk e
' : Bontz ropliod tht h. m alrndy ‘made a longthi"" 5 S
. ltltunent to tho Agents of the Wew York Bureau office; that he has ' :
. copfidence {n the Agsnts of the Bureau and Peels certain that the
information which he furrishad wmld ha trasted aonfi ﬂmﬂ-'l'l' by

ths Bureeu and would not be broadcast in the newapapers, &t. ms-

- disclose during the present interview would de treated oonﬁdontiuly
by the Stats Authorities in ll:lchigan and that nos dne uord would ﬁnd

- 1ts. way to the nowapapu-.. R g I e T
1\.._ ’ - . ? ; ,{' }-'{:—-. .
Foooem U:pon boing thus sssured Bentz stated that neither he -

_mor bis brother Ted, who 1s at present serving a life sentence in the .
lﬂ.chiga.n State Penitontim at Marquette, Michigan, for perticipation ":

actual robbery of this bapk; that about Decoratiom Day of 1933, infor-
mant moved into a cottage on the shores of Lake Michigan at Long Baeh,
Indim, that during June and July of the same year, Baby Face llohon, :

11, HomeX(yariNeter, Earl Doyle, “Chuck” Fisher ani a fellow -
callod "Freddie", hed two fingers of his right hand mmputated m
who was later tound murdered in Melrose Park, I1lino{s, moved iato *' w
- cottages at Long Beach; that Nelson approached informant mcomln; &
- bank in‘that vieinity Ihioh would be reuombly ‘'safe and proﬂtabld‘

tn rn‘b that informant, who had ¥osaad® tha awr‘v. Savises Bank .“

Granad Bllven, Michigan tho Jear beroro, asdvised Relson that ﬂu- buk

"

formation concerning his participation in the Iodbbery of the Grand’ ":?"-’ : ;':tf )
Baven Bank and disclose the fdentity of his associates, the State , .7

ot S e

son irmedistely assured Bentz that the information which hs might AT

in the mibery of the Grand Haven bank, bad snything to do with the ... -

s 3,;!;& _..‘;- ‘ _,_wnld probably be what he ‘nt.d. . LAY L The e £ e e o R L el T

PRl
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Continuing, Bentz stated that Nelson later informed

o his that he, Nelson, Carroll, ¥an Meter, Doyle, Fisher and "Freddie”

e - decided to Tob the Feoples Savizgs Bazk and ibat they wanted lnfor-

— b Sesst Tt mant to assist them in their nronnrttlonu Bents admitted he fur- vz .oo-
S T “pished them & set of Indians license plates which had deen issued A R

* 40 him under the nmme enier, with the mderstanding that tln.; y
plates wers not to be used im the actual rodbery. -Informant @de - -uy3i-
mitted he loaned Neloon s nehino gun, = rifle and fhe tacks tb"-" :A-.;.
prevent pursuit; that he again “cased~ the benk in Gremd Baved ra-;-
" $hem apd also prepared the get-away Thert but that hn dm IM nr-
ticipnto in the actual robbory of this buto .

. v
.. —,‘_“‘..
N -'- P

' Bentz stated that on the uy rollo-ing th.o mbbory el
of the Peoples Savings Bank et Grand Haven, Michigen, Nelscm ceme --:°: ' .
_ t0 him with about $20,000 worth. of Travellera/Theques andfdonds; '« .:
that informant purchased this loot from Nelson for §$5,000 less oaoo.
the latter amount being the allowance which Nelson mads to eonpnalto
informant for the loss of informant's mechine gun, which Iad been -‘r--
abendoned during the robberye With regard to the disposition of the '~ L
tonds and. Travellers Cheques which he bad acquired from Nelson, Bents . T
stated he turned the Cheques over to his bdrother Ted, who bhad agreed:
40 dispose of them and who actually 4id ﬂiopon of them both in tu. ]
country and in England,. e

Concerning bis brother TQG,'BOntz stated Ted was never
‘involved in a bank robbery; that Ted lacked the courage and was too e
"weak™ to enter & bank "waving a gun™; that Ted was in Long Beach, ,,v- 3
Indiana only two hours during the entire Summer of 1935; that !'cd S
met two members of Nelson's gang during this short visit tut that-
Ted 414 not receive sny infommation ooncerning the proposed nbbory
of the Grand Haven bank and certainly was not requested to partieci~ =
pate im the robbery of this dank bectause no intelligent bank robber .-~
would enlist an inexperienced man like Ted, Iuformmut further at-tod
that all the evidence presented against Ted in his receut trial at
Grand Haven, Michigan oconsisted solely of a misteken mentiﬁeatim &
and the fact that Ted had disposed of tho 'rmnlhrl choquu mel
had been stolen fm this danke = L

- . L - S
; O o "l'- - #‘ e ,-.-__-f'_‘,:' -t 1 ; ;..

Ve, SEL e e

: ‘Continuing, Bentz ahted that thc bonds 'hleh he rn\-
ehaud rrom Nelaou and which were part of the loot of the Peoples
_ Savings Bank, wers buried by informent and thet 2o onme but informant
.. xnows the exact spot in which these bonds were hidden, ' "Asked “to fui-
" pish a description of the place where these bonds were buried, Beanty
stated that "if you drive from New Buffalo, Michjgan toward ntehtgu
City, Indiana over highway #12, you'll have to pass highway #20, Ihich -
runs into highway §12 and just abomt 400 feet before reaching the imter-

-

TGN
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Atlanta 91-49

ssction of these highways you turn right on to a gravel or macadsmv =~
road which irmediately crosses the double tracks of the Michigan
Central Reilroad.,” He stated when these rajlroad tracks are orossed,

. tennis oourts can be seen cnu the laft hand side of this gravel road, .
. - and a riding academy in the distance on the right side of the road; i~
that about 75 feet beyond the reilrcad tracks is & forest shich ls'
. located on the right hand side of the grevel road; that along the -
near edge of thess woods is & little used treil or road; that }t—#--’ :
you turn right on to this treil and eontinue for sbout B5 feet, you' : -
will notice a forked tree which is along the adge of the woods amd . g_; \'“;_-11.‘_
whieh s sufficiently mwmmeual 4n shape to attract attont:.on, thet “+ 105 -
the fork of this tree sjarts approximately two feet fram the mmﬂ. LY
that ten feet southwest from the base of this tree and buried two . . °-
~ fest underground are two jaws conteining the bonda takn rm tho
) Pooplu 8avi.ngl Bank of Gmd an. i_ ;,.:.._“ '_, y ,‘.-.-t-.- . g

~.-- . ~‘ -. 1 -t
Sl i . g ,t

TR Begnrdlng th- roport of tho nolhml Btato Btnk of iy
Bomnd, lliehlgan on Soptembor 29, 1938. Bentz stated hoe had qothin‘ c
whatsoever o 4o with this job Wt that he was pertain of the idea- "é v
.tity of the robbers of this benk because he had talked o them at a”
later date wnd bad leamed through other sources of the smount of ﬁu
loot; that Badie LaRue, "Big"® Fitzgerald, Robert Ripley, Homer Wilsom
-and Lee Turner ecomposed the gang that Tobbed the Holland Pask but Fia
that informant knows little or nothing concerning the details of the
obbery itself or the disposition of the loot,

g iee L WIS o Ame e e fa e e —— =g - - R v

I . ¥hen Guestioned coneerning the mbbory of danks 1a WA
. All_:ign Sturgess, Powngiae and Cadillae, Michigan.  BRents advised ha 0.0 .
~ 4id not pnrticiyate or have anything to "0 with thees robberies; that * .--;'." -
- because of having served a sentence in the Michigan Stats ruutontiqry;
_at Jackson, he had deliberately avoided operations in the State of :‘4‘-'-
"Michigen; that the gang which committed .the above robbery had Yeem -d.
“up of a robber whose last name was Csxpbell and who was killed at Bed -
Wing, Minnesota in 1932, *Big" Fitzgsrald, Robert Ripley, Eddie Lnau.
Gus Shaw, who was later teken for a ride inm Ohicago, Homer Wilson nd
Jack Fheifer, Bentz would not disclose amy further infommation ocone .
cermning the robbery of the banks in thess four ocities dut when asked -_.t.-_
for information concerning Homer Wilson, Bentz atated he knows noth:lng
concerning Wilson except that Wilson was once arrested by the I'oneo sew v
Department of Seattle, Washington as a suspect in & train nhboq i r;""

ae but was 1medlately ,releaud. ,;._,, R A

%, . et W
e ‘1'»- Lak } P f, ""' N > ~}g\ ,g‘»' A

- . .-_“ a -

;-f"ah SR

: _ ] ‘.Bogardlng the Grand Kavon robbory. Bentz stated i'hlt“f, :

htho#boughlin, who was residing in Michigan City,” Ind:l.m duin;ffq!

s the summer of 1953, assisted Paby Face Kelson.in his preparation for- ﬁL-
this robbery and that the Buick sutonobile which was used in the Grand

Hawan vwihhaws was ‘\mqn‘h{- Porvr Phi am o £ “(nl\(--— Pt amA atnamed In
Adna Y WAL avvwa; Wus vavumiy 4wl VOLMEEY 0 =i MAEQWL WAV Sl SYViIPY 48

Tather Coughlin's garage until it was needed for the robbdery.

'f
i
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777 “the first I met them, After talking & few hours fhey nnanj .

LI B . [N Y
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'aocurltiutor nfomnto;_-‘- - , ,__,*,;

ﬁoenn.a to make any rurthnr thiuionl. ' A .___3 S

" viewsd by Sgt. Hutaon, Chief of Folice DeWitt and the writer being

- deny hi- participntton in 1n-tnnt robbory. - -—: MR s ey e

T4
e weit uni

Atlanta 91-49

Bentz was questioned comcerming ‘his outlet for the

L mwm e

mlt of his bank roonma activitieos and stated tna%oomuy nifon -
his death handled at least a nnion dollar- 'orth. or bonds nnd

"a1sposition of bonds and securities which be had cbtgfhed as i Fé-TITTT T

Bontz that his statement eoncoming the 1dentity of the robbers who - .

beld up the Grend Haven bank was untrue, and that the Michigan stato o
Police possessed positive proof that he had participated in the ectnal ,‘
robbery of this banke Mr. Hutson spent oconsiderabls time attempting

to persuade Beatz to admit hia participation in thu -ttor tmt Bntz

“on tho norning of Apru 7 1935. Bcntz was n-intnb

nreasant. Syt Hnteon nan'ln advi aad Rentz that ¢this —d him Tmwk . _‘!

2 e, TP AT Ewes — T - “siw ausv g

chapnce to "come cleen®™; that if he, Bentz, told the truth ooncornin‘
the Grand Haven bank robbery, his statements would nsver bde used
agamnst him in any court in the State of Michigan and that a de-"
tainer would never be filsd agninst him on this particnlar charp by

the DYBW of Kl cilgan but that PWEUW‘FIOII. 'U'llln be :.nantuteu im-
mediately against him by the State of Michigan if he ocontinued to

I o R 225 "1’1 S
Bentz teok a pad of paper and wrote the folloving

: ltatment 1n bis owm handrrd t1zg: - N AN
3 » -7 i .'j = ‘ 7.

", : I rentod eottago on Lake Mich, in long boach h

my 1933 1ive there uatil Augult 19th 1933. L e e

In June 1935 JimnpiNelson cems to see me nhout
fifferent banks and seid he bas several more men coniu ,
over from St. psul and who mld bo ovo:r in a nok or so.

£ T talked over the situstion snd decided 1

mg e weaw ang ceglasl
t11 t

be Arrinl of the othera. e S :j‘:'j_

I

- ,'.‘\'_ PR

The rollaving week Doyle and dhuek !inher came ovar, 3

[ »-4- o F'«':‘

uter they haﬂ ntthd 1n eottage Doyle an‘I I want up e S
to Gremd Haven, which I had previously seen {n 1932, Doyle went
into the Bank and looked it over, as I knew the situation, amd
he came out and said it looked 0.K. tc him. We stayed in the
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and for him to sell them two machine guns. -Helscn and Fisher,

Doylo )turray, "rredie" were to rob tho Bank. T2 :,;,

C
.o~

N “umns w. - . \fh Re r e _.!_"",’

put in tho baament ot the cottage Reloon nnd 1n. .

_ left for Grand Haven, We drow up on Ey. U.S. 12 and 31, . Three:

‘litter part of July, but was put off, éue to the fact that I~ .0 <

town of Grend Haven that night, I stayed at the ®Hotel Ferry"

I 4o not know whbere Doyle stayed. Next day we started to rm
the "get away"” from the bank. Thia required about three days.
Finally ocnploti.ng nmo on By. #20 jn Ohl.o. Ic 'nt blck to
I-Ons beache © - . 4Ll , R N i

) Artu: ;h.ocking up on Iquipnnt oto n ronml I.‘ nndo;l,_—
machine guns ete., I called wp 'I.ebnon ‘Sporting Goods Co.¥ YK
' §n San Antonio, Tex. and 10ld him I was sending down two me i

went down and got them, which r-qun-od lbout two 'ookl. Zf‘r :;

¥hile thoy were in '.lbne, m Murray ceme om rrcn st.h g
Paul and stayed at the cottage next to me, Whers lolaan hml e
his Iiro. mlen & somtinu hil llothnro __.__..‘._,_"-T, K

I <='-'-'

'!ho Bnnk at Grand Haven was mppoud to be wbbod tha

was busy in apother venture., Murrey stayed on ‘and durlng t_bo
later part of July & Barly August Tommy Carroll: and Hmr.~-=. e
Veg l!etar. :rnck libarty. came thoro to uuit. ST Tl 5‘_'%‘_._'.5
s ; E X ‘_‘f e ".. P
o - 'About the middle of August, "Pather Conk1in® b:rought RS
'l‘ndie' to Nelson's cottage wham Nelson previously knew when

working with the Touhy’se

g

After considerable talk it was doeias 1, lohr.n, l‘ishu'. v Ry

Helson nnt to Chicago end got in contaet vith Iack I.ibarty-;
and $0ld him to bring out a Bufck Automo‘bno. I_lhich ho 4d the

A
STTE S -:'»" '::“54'

_ The ocar was put 1n Conklin'. garago 'hen uy" that ni.;ht
by Nelsou. - ,

x
— - - S .-_n.?
- T s LS

-...r,.. ’

#he morning of the 18th the ‘Butek was brought back to the 1717
cottage and driven under the house and here loaded with the oquippmnt,
- tacks, food ete The priest brought *Fredie” ovsr and we "above nnno"

miles wast of town we turned west and went on a aide road snd’ pt. !
the car ourselves etc ready. Changed plates and Each man put on 1:1-
equippment, it was decided to let "Freddie® drive, I strongly op-
posed this for bis lack of experience but dme to the fact he bad
several fingers off I conacented,
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We drove to tomn and Nelson & T got off on the Street
in back of bank, Nelson had one machine gun in a bdasket,
Fisher & Doyle & Murray got off on the corner of Sxd & '
Franklin immediately in back of the bank, "Fredie™ took the

7" car and was supposed 0 park it along the West 81dé of £haI iYL
“post office, Welson & I cams wp from the West on Waghy s_to"'?‘“’*“
. Fisher, & Murray come eround the Cormer of Srd t6 Washe ~ i}y
YR "Welson & 1 atered, I imeldiately went to the m.g'ht and 3= ‘ﬁ'
e dsr all to lay on the floors -Nelson oams Ia back or t 1%
T llun-aw & Fisher atayed in front of the cages, Doyle came to .
- the back door, which I opened. I then took the Cashier to° e
" the vault and ordered him to open the safes, which he did. ;a_«‘

wal e
. ,.p!‘

I brought the cashier out and after looking out of the g

dow ordered 8very body out the back.. The cashier was o:mom~r~»; -r"_ .

out £irst, then Nelaon went out and started shooting with the - 33’3 ™
Lo machine gun and not seeing the car we worked out way to m—‘ ;:‘
L 1in St. Stopped the first car which came along and ordered 'ii' L
N the people out. We got ia same and left town mocording §e. *'J - = fs
. f " out "get® the bdest 'o could remember. As our "get" was ps, ‘ W
ie>.< ¥he.Buldk autos .. APproxs 8 miles north on 31 we seen. a car:., -
e & stopped and changed cars. Then continued on the road, pn-"
. Yiously run, getting off here & there. North of Adriamn we: 3. Yo%
" had savaral flat tires and atmmna a Ford with &’ younz f.i-
lows and took their cay, in 'h.toh we drove to long boach,
here the money was ded 6 ways which amounted to about
sz 260000 apleces 'I'he‘ ecurities & Travolora ehoeku wers. !.-g_.., :
S ta:lnod by mes Lk

R T llelaon. Mrdy & riaher triod to lecnto "rrodio" ht R
}_ . .Were unsuccessful, I moved to union pier and met Nelscn,. L T
" Meter Murr§{ & Fisher ten days later at the Extreme End ef the - ca

road running along long Boach. Io nplit h-rc J.ut I uon of” a - F
any of theme T DU e

- he R

Kssp your promise about thil bing eonﬂdcnthl, 1 nn ;
take the stand against any of ebove if ucauuy bnt for;ot ;_.s_;
about wie o . . S -

P - ’_u
[ S

aergaum’- mnwn of the ncu].gl.n ﬁmt. ml.:l.e.. 1:ns word’ 'm.nx unxen <

. appears in the above statmment means "en arrivel of police ottiau:,_.’;’« s '
. ‘ccmins to B.nt.:?_.....“_. _ .z.l'..l...-rl... ‘..:u..l-.- ST .;.-ui‘d&...n..-'éﬁ.xwa -ﬁ.\"i. 1’. Jm ‘: d&lf N O
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Regarding Tom Murray, whose name eppears in the
g ;--__-— -- above statemsnt as a perticipant in the Grand Haven robbery, Beats ~yrortoT
e a.:. - atated he had never seem or heard of Murray prior to the sw-or otu

U7 1933 but that Murray was upoma to be the operator of a Pogm i<
“-'-‘"--,,\ - taurant 1n st. Paul, llumuotl, ;*f_ﬁ-;_ :31:'7_-2.-""_"1.".\_‘ ; \J} "
A ) : i rough -koteh of ‘the 100!t10n of the 'bonﬂl burlcd s
P by Bentz betwsen New Buffalo, Michigan end Michigan City, Indiun 1.p3 %
; boing ettachod to the Dotroit oopin of instant report, - e T
) " A brief resume of the informaticn set forth im ‘i %i: v
thil report immediately after ita receipt was communicated by Spes 1-1

e 1HM b
Agent in Charge l. B, conmy. over lung distance telephons, to Mri .. -
E. A, Tezm of the Burean at Washimgton, D; G;, who atated that {n ﬂu o
.. =% - of the fact that the robbery of the Peoples Savings Bank of Grand Bam, '
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MESORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR :
O ' 4
Re: Edward Vilhlem Bentz.
SAC Thitley telephoned me from New York and sald that thi PR
he received a copy of a letter written by the Detroit Office to the ta[ov --urJ
Office, steting that ‘.‘g%ggnn.ﬁ!ﬂ.u&mof the’ Michigan State Police, 18 Jeaying - _
Detroit on April 1 0 f interviewing

Ed Bentz at the United States Penitentlery at Atlanta, in connsctlon with the
robbery of the bank aﬁm_,gmgg. The letter goes on to state that
Sergeant Hutson will contact the Atlanta Office in order that arrangements
might be made through that office for the Sergeant to interview Bentz in the
penitentlary. The letter continues that although we had previously informed
Detroit that we thought it was better for state officers to be dlscouraged froa
interviewing Bent?, in view of the relations in Detroit with the Michigan State
\Police, who are very insistent that they talk with Bents about the Grand Haven
Y “case, all wé can do is to cooperste with them.

Mr. Yhitley ssid he cen readily understand this situation, despite
the fact that Bentz gave ues substantially all of the information relative to
.- that particuler robbery, whick information was furnished to the Detroit Office.
~ However, Mr. Whitley sald that this matter is & source of concern for many

- ~ reesons. He pointed out that if we start pronoting or sponsoring or taking.
"% out state officials from all over the United States to talk to Bents in the.

~ penltentiery, very quickly we are going to offend Bents and ruin his excellemt
.~ - o cooperation with us. He said that while he hopes there will not be a repetition
. ., of such requests, he believes the Atlanta Office should go out to the peritentiary
! ' and see Bentz before the Michigan Stete man arrives, and ask Fentz if it
be all right to bring the Michigan State man oul there to talk about the Grand
Haven bank robbery. Mr. Fhitley said he is sure Bentz will say yes to this re-
quest, perticulerly in view of the fact that his brother, Ted Bentz, is now sex-
ving a *bum rap® for this robbery in Michigan. However, our asking him first will
certainly put him in & better frame of mind, At the same ‘time, Mr. Whitley said
Bentz should be told not to tell the Michigan officer about any case except the
Grend Haven robbery. He polnted out that if we do mot mske this request, and Bentz

gets started telking, he will probably tell this Michigan man eve he hes
told us, which would,of course, be disasterous. __,5 10
RECORDED & INDEXED -

Mr. Whitley said that the Atlsnta Ap A
e prison officiale kpow that Bentz is talkink g. He s&ldd
. Bentz made this specific request before he left New York. HayKolbthe,
’ that any time they wanted to know anything, he would be glad to tell
anything that he might know about it; however, he hsked!that’ whtélgy
not to let t tentiary officiale know that he is talkirp :
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Bentz pointed out that 1f they knew he was talking to the Agamts, th
trv to meke s stonl nieeon out of him in the penitentisrv. Bentz sald he

would certain