
The Great Lakes have a long history of introductions 
– intentional and unintentional – of aquatic nonin-
digenous species. The earliest record for the Great 
Lakes is the sea lamprey, which is believed to have 
entered from the Atlantic via canals and was first 
found in the Lakes in the 1830s. We’ve compiled a list 
of documented aquatic nonindigenous species consid-
ered established in the Great Lakes in response to an 
increasing number of queries asking if there is such a 
summary. The list supports various statistical interests 
of the scientific and management communities (such 
as how many there are, what are the primary vectors, 
how effective are our prevention efforts, etc), and is 
also useful for public information and education. We 
plan to convert the list by the end of 2003 to an on-
line searchable database that will be part of a larger 
nationwide network of regional and national, and 
possibly global nonindigenous species databases.  

The documented 
number of aquatic 
nonindigenous 
species in the 
Great Lakes is 
best interpreted 
as a minimum.  

Recognition of 
new invaders de-

pends on our ability 
to find, identify, verify, and document new species, 
which, in turn, is dependent on our ability to ad-
equately sample the ecosystem. In addition, in recent 
years there have been additional nonindigenous spe-
cies identified through searches of existing literature.  
These species were misidentified or simply not recog-
nized as nonindigenous at the time they were found 
and documented.

This list is presently available on our web site in vari-
ous sort-orders, e.g. alphabetically by common name, 
date first found, mechanism of introduction, etc.

Great Lakes 
Aquatic Nonindigenous Species List

compiled by the 
NOAA National Center for 
Aquatic Invasive Species Research 
Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory
Ann Arbor, MI.
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Many nonindigenous species have entered the Great Lakes 
via the ballast water of overseas ships.
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Sample of Great Lakes Aquatic Nonindigenous Species List found on GLERL’s website as of 5/30/03:        
       http://www.glerl.noaa.gov/res/Programs/invasive/
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