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. fot know that Smith was doingH

of orutory.

THE FLAG HE DEFILED
_mw Long's former
hoslar, Gerald L, 1 Smith (now e -
diractor of , . X e
, daflly a re of the fiag o oy

first was raised over Gen. - ’ .
Goumwuhmm'shndqunm _ /
1TTe—ths flag which ‘Washing-

i
tm'ltmopcuﬂldwhmthey L Y -l [
mrch:al:h:n Boston mj-;_r :!rlut;: Al_l m UBP:!?I‘H,N chlNT .m[[" \
memdaes TR HEREN I GSLASSHIED

and Stripes & year after the Dec-
laration of Independanca, . DATE
Of course, the Buffalontang whe -
saw Huey Long's former nide Jump
up and down on the flag aid pot
inow the history of the banncr
which was being deflled They did

1oftlez _ Blstcamhi

something which would have quadl-
fiad him for the nocae if American
Patriots had caught him doing it
In 1778 They betlaved what Smith
had told them—that this flag wan
& thing which New Dealers and
British imperislists had designad
A8 & postwar substituty for tha
Stars and Stripes. It was eany foc§
Smith to put over g;l yam, i
betause Washington's ambridge

flag of 1776 (of which Benj
Franklin wras one of the de-lgu%')l
had thirtesn alternating stripd of
red and whits, like our fiag,

but had the ctossea of St.

bave the atars. . Lan
It Smith's Buffalo hearers had
known the history of the flag
whlehhowudemm‘,mmluu
they would have put & summary
top to the broceeding —although
hia audience ought to have been
forewarned by the abusive threats
which Smith directed st the offl-
clal representative of the Ameri.
can Legion of Frie County (a,
World War I veteran with two!
#0ns fighting for America in Worid | [B
War 1), who challenged one or
€wo of the speaker’s wilder flights

hnmhm-oflh-thmt:
tuth.tchwcmﬁghun‘lnthu
war. Under the American concep-
on of fres spesch, this mau.
Emith, goes around the eountry
hwbgtolurupmlmmtynmnﬂ
Great PBritaln, against Canads,
against Fussis, ageinat the Chi N
neme, against all our Allies. When | £
mith hurls abuse at our Canadian -
nelghbors, when he derlsively bawls | &
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¥r, Welter ¥incheld =- .. : o
New York Mirror — -

-235 East 45th Street

Kew York, New York

Desr Salter: - -

I wish to sclnowledge receipt of your communicstion
postmarked June 8, 1943, with w.ich you forwarded two letters

as well ss spapsr clippings recently received bty you concorning
Gerald L. X ”Smith of Detroit, Michigan.

Relative to your penciled notation as to why prosocutive
action Bas not been undertaken against Smith, I thought you would
be interested to know thut although this individual's sctivities
have been carefully fnvestizated and the information developed has
beon referred to the Asaistant to tha Attomey General, he has
inlicated that Smith's sctivities to date are not sufficient to
Juatify prosecution, '

%

The information concerning Smith's dofiling a replica
of the Ilag once used by George washington is being sent to the
g I Assistant to the Attorney General, and I want you %o know that I
o sppreciate very amuch your bringing this inform:tion to ny sttention,

Tolson | ' - | ;wm' ‘ ‘
. E. A. Tomm ; Edgar koover ,
S ) AL corans

. Rosen_ . MAILED.D
. Tracy

. Corson___ % JUN1Z 1%;. RM.

. Nichols____ commumc)mores SECTION HE}?EHN FS ;JNCMSS]FIEB

. Barbe

» Hendoo____ 1 pEDEMAL SUREAU OF VESTIGATION
. MeGuire U8, DEPARTMENT OF JuSTice /\t
. Mumford ° .




§ The JAmericsn Fedepation of Labor recently accuseu ... )
Y - of reneving its anti-union campalgn in Louisiana, Arkansas, lowa,
**® Kansas, North .Carolina and Tennessee. * TQls is no smali time
= TOVE - - It_succeeded In popularizing so effec e Idea

. -of  prohiblting unions from making political contributions that !

such a clause was incorporated by Congress In the Connally-Smith |,
" anti-strike bill, .

""" Many of the Longressmen who voted for this blil are close|
- to Ge 1. K. Ith, Amerles First Party fuehrer, They
spenk at ATIRhg ollowers In big ¢ They

- are sporsored by ihe same men who are pro g the antl |
. Bemitle, ex-Mobiliser street-corner gauielter, Jose MecWillismas.
“. ‘ : R . . . f
¥ _ ™. “Just a few words now for labor circles here, .During the
‘first week in June important conlerences took place in Chicago to
: : discuss realignments, conferences and America First possibilities
® & in many regions. It was decided that the time has come to invade|:
N, N%York. Some of the castern reports were f{rom a leader of |.
thefAmerican Rock Py 5 the same organization which
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!d “They said then t wo € lend-
. Jease bill passed. Now Smith is planning to come East. .

. ' He Is stepping in where Char ughli red to tread.
L} 17w e on ral circles will not be salu ryl
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From: J. Rdgar Boover = Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

v

e | Subjects GERALD L. K. SMITH
T THE COLOITIEE OF ONE MILLION
\ CUSTOOIAL DETENTION -

; SKIOTIOR
L :’ Reference is nade to the rt sutmitted in connection
i = with this case by Special Agont&at New Jork, New
4 York, on Moy 31, 1943. .

- The Burean dasires that in connection with the further

o . investigation of this case, efforts be n ate and inter-
TR and all of
re . would appear that

view
whon arc mentlone o0
these individuals xay bo adle to give pertinent informstion

can perhaps

. concerning Smith's activities and that
iation whigh

furnish data concerning any relationshi

ngy havo beon existent betwsen and Smith. £
. Tolaon
. E. A, Tamm_S€¢ = Detrolit
. Clegg

. Coffey
. Glavin
. Ladd

. Nichols

. Rosen 2 &
. Traey ¢

. Acers

. Carson i
. Harbo

. Hendon_' *‘fgf,“[w

. Quinn Tamm
. Neaue
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NEW YORK, HEUI{HK

mmm PMERIOD FOR REFORT MADE BY

5/31/43 %’;‘Zﬂ - L

%I:B m EN}ETH(éﬂTB with aliases; CHARACTEN OF CARE R
OMMITTEE OF ONE mLION . CUSTODIAL DETENTION 8
o : SEDITION R )

Wt
.i.'_‘_f_ifl‘_)ﬁ&,:;mw-r'r N o

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

.l:!-!'\"
A

REFERENCES:

op"ﬂt;

DETLZBE ! A} w York City: -

were ends of SMITH and that
%m e
attended conierences with and F
ned him at luncheon which was paid for by the

od

S S re Tt tion
nunber as a nember o! Silver Shirta ua 3223 and his
wife's number 3220; also copy of excerpts of letters
and telegrams from SMITH indicati ction

e possession

UDLEY~PELLEY and GERARD 'WINROD

3

ommittee of One Mi!.lion. Bfforts to locate
unsuccessful to date. Interview with -
negative,

pEFERRED EECEATTIEGIMATION CONT Eﬁ
FFT O HEREW 1S GHOLASSIRE n%’

Bureau file #62-43818 nAIE‘,_ﬂ/LL_BYW

Report of Special Agent made at Detroit,
Michigan dated May 5, 19

Burean

3—Detroit (encl 3)(1-m,netroxt] |

2-=YNaw York




In 1936 WILLIAM DUDMY PELIEY, founder of the Silver Shirts, announc
in his magazine Liberation that SITTH was at one time a member and lecturer
for that organization. On nterviewed SUITH and

T wabilisd Din JL PEIIRY!S assertion was . ed it. onJEERSNNY l
. ”m‘ote to PELIEY asking him for a verification o!"#!e a&tme
- = ch appeared in Iiberation. At that time PEILEY was on the west coast or-
— ganizing the Christian Party, the party ticket onwhich he later ran for the

Presidency and the letter was answered , whom PELIEY nad
placed in charge of his Asheville, North olina aaquarters,

<& letter which is written on the stationery of PELIEY'S
8llows,

wAugust 5, 1936, t

s T |
"Answering your letter of Ereguding Mr. Gerald L. K.
Smith's connection with the Silver 8, which you say he denies, we
S have on file certain letters and telegrams from him received during
- _ July and August 1933, The letters are all written on Silver Shirts of .
- America letterheads and signed by him. His registration number as a
member of the Silver Shirts was 3223 and his wife's number was 3220, !

"* wme enclosed extracts from these letiers will undoubtedly

K

serva your purpose. | N - e ,_
.- Sincerely yours, = -
S The Pelley Publishers,

The extracts referred to in the ahove letter are as followas f
I/V obqp
Avy?¢
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WHastern Union Telegram dated July 22, 6:54 P.M, ‘b 7 o
"WILLIAM DUDLEY PELIFY or F |
Care Asheville Biltmore Ho or ration Magazine :
- . Woman's Cdub Bldg., Asheville, N, Car,

NO MAIL WHEN CAN WE EXPECT INSTRUCTIOINB PEOPIE ENROUTE SFETEING ANSWER
BESTERN UNION ‘ : S

L
E;
t
o
v

£ o
\

“Letter dated July 31, 1933 ' |
%Az was my understending with Myr. PELIEY T am personally under cove

and will be until I can make some adjustment honorable to rrwrk hers, n {
|

"letter dated Aug. 8th, 1933
»] have been working under cover but will come out in the open
the first Monday after the first Sundasy in September. I succeeded
}'ilﬁ;wxw in snrolling & man here with about one million dollars in
o
"I have about three addresses ready on the follcming sub"octa:
"Mho Stole America

Your Name lay Ba on the Neath Tist?

'Anaricas R'al Pictator is an Alien!

I am mreparing nthers on the subjects
Mho Will S_ve Tour Life When the Bolshevika Deacend
2 ppon Ust _
*Some Day 100,000,000 Americans Will Hide Behind &
8ilver Shirt for Protection.t ' :
"My I laft the Conventional Pulpit to Join the Ghr:l.ltim

m’.i‘h“‘ ﬂ‘f ‘*‘1‘\- q{’ver "rss‘uu.

‘.

* ®lgtter dated August 15th, s
®By the time you receive this lattor I ahall be on the roo.d h

St. Louis and parts north together with & uwniformedsguad of yoing men composing

what I believe will be the first Silver Shirt storm Lroop 1n Anerica. .

"Iatt.er tro- Hot Springs - not dated but received by us on Aug.18,1933s
WNines QO'clock t.ho second n:I.sht. Ie have held three mass meetings
two street mku.uga, appoin tod kay Egy men Jor literature in six towns; no,
seven towns,®
"Letter dated August 18th, from Shreveport, la:
"0n Friday last I realized that it would be impossible for me to

o3
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'leava the active miniatry, ; e
", « but for the present and for at leaat si.x months I am uking
that you disassociate me with the movement, officially.,w
*ly storm troop has not lost one ounce of their courage and I have
said or done nothing to affect their attitude,®

Puotoatatic coples of the 1etter Iro end the extracts from (
SMITH'S letters and telegrams, as well as the envelope in which the letter

was sent _m being furnished the office of origin,
Esutgd that he believes PELIFY sent the above communica- V
tions to cause at the time he was angry with SMITH for denying his h

membership with the Silver Shirt organization., MHe advised that he has /

never actually seen SMITH'S membership cards in the organization and that he
has no knowledge of their present whereabouts,
that one of PELIEY'S field men by the name o o was active in the
Christian Part,y in 1936 and whom he believes d at Seattle, Washington,
¥1i4 him that SHITH had admitted ‘to him that he De.l.ongea to the Siiver Shirt

organization,

nformed, however,

Inquiry was mede at the offices of the United Press, 220 East 42
Street, regarding an article which was released on October 20, 1936 by
that association. It was ascertained, however, that the United Press did not
keep records of news art.i.cles for more than & nont.hs. ;

The New York Times for October 20, 1936 contained an article

e"!ti.led, CERALID L. K. st "lars New %5ﬂﬁinﬁt§.vu’ this articls appoears L7+
be th rig'lnal statement on which the United Press release was based, It

states sy  "The Reverend CGERALD L. X. SMITH who learned political science from
RUEY P, IONG and studied economics under the Rev. CHARIES E, COUGHLIN and

Dr. FRANCIS E,“QURNSEND, announced last night that he would lead a new natione
alist organization combining the best features of his mentor'!'s schemes and
deaipn ultimately to 'seize the CGovermgent of the United States', Describing
his projected organization in his suite at the Hotel Warwick last night,

SMITH asserted that slready he has the financial backing to carry on for &
year or more and declavred that mors than 1,nnn political potant lasdawa ‘n o
various parts of the country await his orders. He aims at a following o}f’

ten million patriots willing to lay down their lives if necessary to s ave, the
country from lhat he considers an mumtional plot to collectivise :lt.

'Four hundrad business men in twenty—tmo key cities worr:led over the
future of private property and the integrity of bequests to their children
have pledged themselves to contribute 1% of their incomes of 1935 to enable
SMITH to wage his crusade 10 make America a victoricusly, nationalistic,

-l
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pat.riotie country, he declared. In New York City alone, he said, hu

lﬂ fin-n“nlci-‘ l\-c}@rg’ ona af thor a men with an dnname af 200 m - “ aw. :!?

VISP Wi WiINEHE W M WA VI T AIDLVILIY WA LTRUY g Www W=

SMITH was chary about revealing details of his organisational program

names of his backers. He wanted to save that for a radlo speech to be élivered
after the end of the campaign when he pointed out there uould be less compe-
tition for national attentiap.® )

‘G-

s ! Through of the News Department, New York Times,
it was ascertaine iter of the above article was Mr, RAYMOND

LI ‘ - DANIELL., DANIELL is presently cttcched to the New York Times Bureau in
: I.andon England.

-l The Daily News for October 21, 1936 carried an art.icle with a

. ' Chicago date line, attributed to the United Press, which contains substentially
the same information appearing in the Times article, It also adds that SMITH
was reported to have replied to the accusation that he was a Fascist by
stating, "I am no more Fascist than Abraham Lincoln® and explained that he

- _ - was assoclated with a tremendous undertaldng to preserve Amgricas national=-
T istic identity.

mof the law firm of House, Crossman,
Vorhaus and Helmey, advise s firm filed a law suit against SMITH in
March, 1938 in the lunicipal Court of the Borouzh of ¥anhattan, First District,
= for 31,000 damages for breach of contract, He stated that the plaintiff was
CHARLES COSTA, owner of a trucking company in New York and that Judgment had

i been obtained’ by the plaintiff., This judgment has been fully satisfied,

2 explained that psyment was obtained by attaching a judgment which SUITH
( 0 against the Time and Life magazines, He informed that .
; attorney who handled the case is presently in the Uni tes

Army and that his, , knowledge of the case is based soley on the
formal papers which ar the file,

The pleadings in the case of CHARLES,.QOSTA vs. GERALD L, K, SIOTH
were located at the Municipal Court for the Borough of Manhattan, First

District, under index #22534 (1938). A review of these papers reflects the
following Momtion.

.\_

' The complaint. stated that on or about February 15, 1937 the plaintiff

r
o Ao o dn antouad dpéa
and defendant entered into an agreement in consideration of 81 ,000 in which

SMITE promised to introduce COSTA to SAMUF%@M‘URRA! , then mnagins director
of the United Fruit Company and to assist negotiating a certain contract
with ZEMURRAY. It alleged that COSTA peid SMITH $1,000 but that SMITH hid

failed to carry out his part of the contract and that COSTA claimed d-n-ae- .
for 31,000.
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o (h September 15, 1938 jndgment was obtained by default for tho "
plaintiff in the amount of $1,126, On May 10, 1939 SMITH filed a motion
to vacate and set aside the judgnent and to uermit. him to interpose an answer,
In an affidavit he stated that the Cormittesof One Million, Inc., Was organ—
ized in 1936 for the purpose of carrying on an educatioml campalgn to combat
Fascism and Communism in this country; that it is a non-profit organisation
and had to obtain contributions to carry on its work, He said that JACK | '

‘EEILIEI held seversl conferences with COSTA inwhich he outlined the work of
““the Committee and COSTA agreed to contribute §1,000 as & donatioh, He denied

? that there was any agreement to introduce COSTA to ZELURRAY. He claimed
, that the suit was brought without merit; that it was false and based on
- perjury.
e . The file contains an affidavit by COSTA in which he denied he
Y made a contribution to the Committee of Onme Million but stated that he
£ wanted to meet ZELMURRAY in order to obtain trucking business,

—r The file also reflects that it was brought to the court's attention
that SMITH was seeking $45,000,000 damages from Time lMagazine for liable,

He was believed to have settled for 42,500 or more and that he only filed the
motion to answer the sult at such a late date because he realized that the
lisble action against the Time Yagazine could not be closed without satis-
fying the judgment which CQOSTA ha.d obtained by derault.

- Mr, CHARIES COSTA, 206 Franilin Street, advised that he formerly

4 had a farm in Iouisiana and that he met SMITH Ihen SMITH was active with
HUEYLONG'S organization in New Orleans, He stated that SMITH was highly regard-
ed in Iouisiana and was very popular, W%hen SHITH came to New York and
started to organize his Committee for One Million he asked COSTA for a loan
of $1,000 with which to establish his office, COSTA stated he made the loan
giving SIMITH 2 checks for $500 each made out to Cash, He denied that there

[ had ever been any contract between SMITH and him regarding an introduction

e to ZEMURRAY although he said that SIITH claimed to know ZEMURRAY and told

-5 © him he would introduce him, He maintained, however, that the §1,000 was given

- - © to SIATH by him merely as a loen, He sdvised that he collected the Judgnent
) against SMITH by attaching a judgment or settlement which SMITH had obtained
from the Time Magazine, .-

COSTA said that he took no part.icular int-ereat in the Cmnittec of
One ¥j11ion and claimed to know nothing about it except that it purported to.:-
be a patriotic organization, He stated that he was not close to SMITH ale.

e

3 =H though he admitted that he had met SMITH'S wife and son, both of whom impressed
2’;(1‘% him very favorably, He chimed that he had no knowledge of SUITH engaging in
S any subversive activities or having any connections with persons or organizations

6=
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of such tendencies, He advised that although he fell out with SMITH de _‘«"
the loan of $1,000 he nevortheleaa has no doubt as to SMITH'S loyalty to -

WA omel i onoe A al wWTh o qumel Cmh A

thi.a count.ry. wn

. - i

w0

a oY L TP NS S TRET ~u L= _." il s it

; . adv:l.sad that °
he conduste‘ an investigation concerning SMITH in 1934 in conmction 'ith & -
suit for damages filed by SUITH ageinst the Washington Times Company,’
Washington, D. C, . He stated that his report was sent to WILTON J. miBERT N
mhington attorney who handled the case and that he has no copy in his
poasession, - It will be noted that previous reporta reflect ﬁm“"*{% is
deceased and his files havé - been destroyed, nformed thst ST
interviewed a number of people in and around veport, Louisiana md f.h at
upon receipt of his report LAMBERT filed a motionm in the Supreme Court of

the District of Columbia in Washington, D, C., to take the depositions of

23 witnesses in louisiana, He said that when S.ITH learned of this he realized
that this testimony would develop a great deal of unfsvorablo infomsti.on and
he suddenly decided to drop hi.s sult. SRR

LI

o

D - - H

5 .

Sormande o o - a3 vEorn g REANE S B
f"’*i.' ‘.. tad thab & Af dlim mnblan i an PiTa dn tha
% o [ ) awu “I-I‘ - I-UPJ, U.L ldl&ﬂ BV Wi A VI 4 kAW Ald WIS
Supreme the District of Columbia containing the names and addresses

of the proposed witnesses. He also suggested that the name of the attorney
who was to make the deposition at Shreveport, loulsians would appear in this
motion and it is problhl. that ho received & cory of- raport.. S

._--‘,
TS . [
-Sa-‘-"w‘—'

s mdo a.vaihbe a correspondemg file peruining to this suit
'ahich reflec fcllowing 1nfomati.on. L awen W F gt SL 0Ty «—_:' :
Tl ool : e - I S T

Tlm t.itle ot thn cane :la fmm'n L. K. sm vs. the mhimﬂ.on

Tlmei Company. It was filed on February 3, 1934 and carries index number
83688, The declaration claimed injury to the extent of £150,000 because of
the published gtatement ot SHITH was the bodyguard or secretary of Senater "
HUEY LG and conveyed the thought that he and LONG trigl to get a fight out
of T, SKRES WALMSLEY, LONG'S political opponent and tha.t "hc was a qnu'rel— .
Some person and given to brawla, diaturbancea, atce? . oo P e

nrrr, -‘-,..

4‘4

-m. ﬁle contained a cOpy “of a letter from THQAS O. RIS,
Political Zditor to JOHN DXEWING, publisher of the shreveporlz Louisisna 'rl.uq._ .
This letter stated that SMITH-came to Shreveport from Indiana § yearw age’ =
to take over the pastoraté of the Kings Highway Christian Church, Stories
got around concerning SMITH'S "bibuloa habits® and #the issuance of rubber’.
checks®, . SUITH 8lso made radic talka which were considered Camunist.ic and

tﬁn tmteea of, ﬂn church demnded hu nsigmtion., A3 sarted, e
e R ;r‘“ a'lt,-‘<-‘t" o B R A RS
: J " According to t.ho lottar one mv 'ho was in chu-ge of one

of Shnveport'l branches ot eity service te sphone Hr. H, H. TARVE'.R, who is

-

\ .
v
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an Mependent 0il operator and advised him that RUITH demanded an autono’bﬂ.
0t be used for a trip to Asheville, North Carolina, HAPRIS supnosed that -

SRS ¥ e iy - ——— BARML Ak e e e |

this car was to be used in connection with church work but 'I’ARVER advised’ hi.n
that it was not, The automobile was supplied, however, and SYITH took it

and a party of friends to Asheville, There he visited the head of the Si.lver
Shirts, an organization which is said 1o be basically anti-Catholic and anti~

P Jewish, SMITH let it be understood that he was engaged as & lecturer by =~
t.hat organization,

= ' The letter further states that SMITH returned to Shreveport and
o placed a substitute in the pulpit and let it be kmown that he was quitting
the ministry and went to Little Rock, Arkansas where he was scheduled to
deliver a lecture. This lecture, hmver, was never delivered and SMITH
returned and resumed his duties as pastor,

—— - weawe W asw Veluwes WY Wik ali 4T ecam v wes

asked to relinquish his pastorate because of his personal hablts and his
I Communistic statements but that he had been requested to resign because of
o his frequent absences from his parish,

_-! - - HARRIS 1:1-‘1- ;r!vingd +.h_n-!- he was m‘lnha'lenn nhrmi' Q¥TTH I.av'i ne hpan -
i

This file also contained a letter from Mr, LAMBERT which stated
that he was able to force the plaintiff to dismiss the case against the
Weshington Times Company without payment of any kind, He stated that this
act/#lls taken after he had carefully selected from the report of L'?‘/
ge nunber of witnesses for the defense and had given notice © 8 110
tention to make their depositions, He said that when this motion was filed
SMITH realized what the testimony would develop and came to the conclusion
that he could not take the time to come to Washington for the trial of thc
case, ) , _

Inasmuch as the investigation in comection with the above law sult
was aimed soley at refuting SMITH'S denial that he was IONG'S bodyguard and
that he was a quarrelsome person, it is not believed that the witnesses named
in the motion filed at Washington could furnish a.ny pert-inent information in

connection with this investigation,
advised that the memberahip cards

+ for SMITH and his wife in the !!ver &u are not in his possession and
; that his information concerning them came mm*_ \ 2¢

U nade available e Wt "J )
‘ e re t most of the information contained therﬁn b
has already been reported by the Detroit Office, There was observed, however
s statement allegedly given but which \
actually, accor aing to Solre is wie Euiww'ﬁ" ‘—

g
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_ “pccording to this autme:m SETTH througm
R - during the interview at was hired by

, "I really believe that the Amerian pubiic will at all times stand
directly in back ©of a man like HUEY 10NG. He bambozzled them, he stole for
and from them and now I am in a position not only to employ his tactics but ;
to improve upon his technique, and with all the experienca I received in the

- 277 dha fEaeian h bos 4o s A mAbaes mma_
LONG organisation and with &ll the finessse that has come to me in other or-

ganization work, I will make the Committee of One Million the strongest
orgenisation of its kind in the United States,®

R asked SMITH then 1if he believed in dictatorship and told
S him that this country 1s two thirds Protestant and that any man who could
i swing the Protestant vote could be the real power in this country, -

™ Men asked SMITH, *Do you intend to be another HUEY LONG?Y
;%' and he replie did not take you long to nat ny idea.®.

S SMITH then told
‘ with onal headquarters in New York City, Chicago and San Francisco. There
was

that he would have 3 un'!.ta in every sta.te
nati
t0 be a national chairman and 48 national vice~chairmen. There would be

A o mccirmas el e = Mo S v
WOATUICr WO WRD Rrde ONLTIHHe
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SIITH opened 4 offices in the Hotel Permnsylvania and hed a staff -

\_ consisting of 2 stenographers, 2 bodyguards, who were and™
\ﬂ a secretary and some outside help, The 1irst mee which .~
WeweREld in the main ballroom of the Pennsylvanla Hotel was attended by

1400 persons, An average of 3 meetings were held each week at the Pemsylvania
and large outside meetings were also held at the lcAlpin and the Astor Hotels.

At the larger meetings open collections were always held at which envelopes
were handed to the beonla as they entered in which to insert their donationsa

and on which they placed their names and addresses,

According to the statement, during the first part of 1937, large sums "
in cash were sent to the Pennsylvania Hotel addressed to either Mr, or re,

Si{ITii, the sourcea of these funds were unknown except that SVITH stated that
they were receiving $1,500 a week from & source which he would not divulge,

| SuTTH allegedly made arrangements wit.h various persons to ‘collect
funda on a percentige basis,

-
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attending leetings s&ad was prevented trom doing so by him, - o
"y gave & broadoaste sver Siation ¥, MMM b7
wes in charge of the Radio Division MF
s chairma.n of ﬂm Iomen's m on to raise .fund’s.jg
The organization maintained a bank account at the Corn Exchange
Bank on Seventh Avemue., This account was maintained merely for convenience’
in cashing checks and did not accurately reflect the amount of money which
v was collected, The organization alsc had an account in a bank in Washington,
" D. C. which was handled by " fThe statement declares that = %<
by SMTTU'S ordera ®we nevey Mept & JEYce balance in the New York bank for he
exp].ained it is safer to keep money behind the paper on the wall than in any

. bank backed by Uncle Sam., None of these larger contribution s were ever put
' into the commercial bank accouht because most of the cont.ributions were

glven to SMITH and consisted of cash,®
'!! !!F ‘1
assoclates, He sat in on maqy

afterfiards would report to SUITH.

nt further reflect.s that

was over frie

conTerences with

th Wand his advisers &
L

entertained at a luncheon in the
He telephoned bq.;

Pennsylvania his assoclates.
come and mee according 19
a check for subsequently pald ttee b

of One Million,

*ié s:ld to have iim-. many, of his friends to attend SurTH'S
meetings. one occasion sent 500 invitations to Bundsmen to attend

SUITH'S meeting, On many Stcasions pro-Hitler literature was prohibited L7¢
: from being distributed at the meetings but for monthqam worked with
- Bund members to increase the Bund membership in the “ ee of (ne liillion,

On another occasion*mmging for a mass meeting at
Philadelphia sent 1,000 invitation zembers of the Bund. At a conference
it was suggested that the Bund members attend in full regealia. L?b

agreed to this but objected and SMITH backed him up, Th sts ¥
attended in large t without their uniforms, ' -

2
b

o Msutemeﬁt indicates that ELIZABETH DILLING was & personal (
friends o visited the organization ragularly at luncheon md unt
letters of commendation, : Y,

—claimed that information came to him from— T

=10-
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who was identified with th;a nationﬂ cén'zpaign of SMITE for 8 Yyears; that sMrTH

and FELIZY were interested in & midwestern cenpaign of religious hatred long
fore SUITH came to New York City to launch his campalgn under the suspices

of the Committee of One Million, SMITH and PELLEY would exchange comrunica-
tions, ideas and literature and were otherwise on friendly terms,

Rev. GERARD B, WINROD was also stated to be

a perso
SKITH and often exchanged commicatiogsw b1
- - o 0"

]
oh

[ .

o' New York and Washington, a close friend of furnished bonds of i

the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Reilroad Wi SUITH financed the

contract to take over the radio time of Father COUGLIN. Tt also states that

&n account was opened at the pgmerican Security and Trust Company in Washington,
 Co for clearing checks which were received as a result of SMITH'S broadcasts,

also stated, "I recall that on several occasions SKITH
instructed me write to PELLEY asking for advance copies of all his speechea
ard literature to be sent to SMITH for his information and perusal.®

mﬁles also contained a statement bi'u.y—
dated Oc r 28, . This statement contains substanti the same in- b""
formation which was previously furnished m is noted that ? 4
claims his connections with SMITH were moti. T ily with the amount »
of good he could do for a Republican victory in 1940 and after the electicn

he severed his relationship snd has seen SMITE only 6 times since then,

file also contains s list of the cbnt.ributors to RWITH'S "

- e L& oam

e New York area. Inasmuch as this list is identical with
it is not being set out, :

. An effort wes made to contact A ough -n;] b™
f the Priends ofbmocrgcy negs ults, ad

advised that she

‘ in SO through who is the widow b"
of a former corporation lawyer who resides She ¥
stated that both she and ere &lLracted by the reilgious ih '

which SMITH injected intthhat they believed him to be a%
that time sincere and thoroughly patriotic, She said ahe attended only 3 or

4 meetings which SMITH addressed and she could not now recall exactly what
.‘n—’
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Qlff'mls ﬂ'h'ibn'l"‘vnq ware. Ghs stoted she haos nnmrﬂa'hn'lv Tn-'l 'h-nnb n'f QuT™r - S
AL, WaTww e w [> ¢ had o

. WA A%

and was mcquainted wth his present activities or his whereabouts, She met
SMITH'S wife and son and was very favorably impressed by them. She had no .
knowledge of SMITH having connections with any subversive elment and said
she could recall no statements by him which were in any way un-American,

£

of the Hotel New Yorker, recalled that there
was some diiiiculty experiénced with SMITH at the time he stayed at the Hotel
in 1936, He stzted that he believes it had something to dowith a woman but

he was unable to recall the details, He stated that he thinks SMITH was report-

ed by the house detective to him but was unable to state definitely what

the charges were, He advised that he is not personally acquainted with SMITH,

TR < i1 iotel Ner Tocker,
examined his repor or the time during wh SMITH is believed to have
stayed at the Hotel but was unable to find any mention of SMITH. He advised,

however, that he recalls that thers was some diff;uul*:vf with SMITH and -‘ul"-%‘-’

he thinks the woman involved was a member of the chorus of the Cottou clnb s
or some similar night club and that he also believes t.hat she was of th.\_
colored race, :

,v)

m Hotel Pernsylvania, advised
that he recalled SMITH having been at the Ho several years sgo. He stated

that SUITH occupied a room which he al#o used as his office. He could not

¢ w12

b
Y
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recall uvthing specific econcerning SMITH'S conduct or activities and Momd
that the registration records for 1936 had been destroyed, o

‘*‘
.

It was ascertained through the juditor's Office at t.he Houl
Pennsylvania that SMITH occupled 4 rooms at the Hotel from March 1937 to -

April, 1938, His accounts were paid in full, From correspondence it was 1}, 7«
aacert.ained that was treasurer of the Comnittee of One Milliom™ .
and that were also on the staff,
. .1 2
his records reflec e (o e of One Million held 37 meetings at

the Hotel Pennsylvania between February 15, 1937 and April 13, 1938, These
neetings were attended by some 75 to 250 people,

H of the Murray Rill Hotel, advised that
SMITH occu ooma there during the following periods: Fabruary 12, 1937

to July 1, 1938; from December 13 to 18, 1938 and from January 10 to 18 1939,
He informed that SMITH left the Hotel owing & bill of $30 which is still un- o
paid, He could not recall anything specifie concerning statements made by | 5
SMITH and advised that SMITH'S conduct at the Hotel was above reproach, b

” of the Hotel Warwick, advised that he had
ascertained Irom other members of his staff that SMITH had been at the Hotel
& mmber of years ago but he was unable to furnish any pertinent information,

It was ascertained at the office of Cravath, De Gersdorff, Swaine
and Wood, 15 Broad Street, that the attorney who handled the suit which
SMITH brought against Time magazine is JOHN HARDING and that HARDING has been
engaged for some weeks in the conduction of an important trial which pre-
cluded his reviewing the file on SMITH. HARDING'S secretary advised that
while HARDING is of the opinion that his files contain little information of
evidentiary value in this case, he will be willing to make that information
available as soon as the trisl in which he is engaged is concluded,

ENCLOSURES TO THE DETROGIT FIELD DIVISI -
1 photostatic copy of letter from

1 photostatic copy of extracts from 3 2r's lnd telegrm
1 photostatic copy of envelope in which letter with sent to Lq(/

-« PENDING -
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THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISIONs . oo

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK:

Will interview JOHN HARDING, member of the firm Cravath, De
Gersdorff, Swaine and Wood, 15 Broad Street, for pertinent information in
their files concerning GERAID L, K. SMITH.

Y
B~ 1
b {
|
- ﬂ: * -
A
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Mr. Hendon

Mr. Mumford JUN171943 P.M.
Mr. Starke
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ETIORANDON. FOR IR, JAMTS ROWE, JRe

Attention: 1, Ce E. Bhctts

Des CERALD L, K. SUTTH;
IH CRAOTIEE OF QME KILLION;
IETERIAL SICURITY; SEDITION.

For your further infomation, T am tranmaitting with thds menorancdun
eoples of the following material romuy recolived in connection with the
invest!gation of subjoct Smithy

ls Rerort submittcd in connoction with tids case Yy Special Agent
at Fow York, New Yor:, on May 31, 1943.

2. w&m in comoction with this caso Speclal Agent

at Detrolt, IMchigan, on ¥ay 5, 1943.

3. Photoatatie copleos of two statcments £iléd by 9mith with the
Hayne County, Kichigan, Clcrk's Office entioned at scveral
points in the rejort subedtted by ’mc!nl
at Detroit, u&chignn, on ¥ay 5, 1543, in on s
Tolson____ " catter.

Clegy e ccmyoramm:t.mdabym
Coffey referred to in the report submit

nt m !Q‘L, Rﬂ' !Otk. on w31. m.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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l

t

Hwith allases - | ENTSRNAL T SECURITY = o
ON

TRE
%ID LYMAN KEMNETH SMIT
MLITTEE oF 1,000,000 7 o CUSTODIAL

S@ITIOK

- . , ‘ . . . N - .‘ -
) © . Beport of Special lzent-_

~ Was on, Ds Ce
d been a recen st of the hotel or that he was expecte
eg:Ls er in the near futures L .

t.hia case ia bei.ng referred

JT/ A Wnot reglstered at lamar
___'_’YN_OPSISOFFAC‘I'& o ust.on, Texase ) o

A

S .

RESERENCE: -
. - Washington n.c.,5/15/z.3.
LT HOUSTON, TEXAS:

o on Jme 4y 1943,

| Hiotel at Houston
hotel that
occasions,

bad been a guest

address Wwas
stated that

s In view of the above,
oupletion to the office of origine

-RFEMUPONGOHPIET

% e  HERER 12 UROLASSIFIED
| nm,m—-ﬂ -*-"'—ﬂﬂi'”‘“
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of the
<ised the writer a er relerr records of N v
of the hotel on three diff 4‘
t 16, 1942, at which time his hom

1 - #P;Sistered on Augus
: *. address was shown to be This previocus ;
that of his ce 8 Teferenced report im . . b
there was no indication that s |

d to .. .-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_& Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statementa, where
indicated, explain this deletion. i

m Deleted under exemption(s) é ! with no segregable
material available for release to you.

]  Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[0 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material o the FBI.

———  Pagel(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

] For your information:

[Xl The }ollowmg number 1s to be used for reference regarding these pages:
2 -43% /)% - 270

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE
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XXXXXX
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T e 1. x.Jarmy T £TRIC TIRSY [
- IXTTRNAL awm'r; xnmm. T _,-7-;.’..-7,}:
. !ithmﬂ?wrubmeetomrpruimmw ot ng
‘subject Srdth there is attached a coy of an additimal veport bySpec!.l_l

- Agent at Detroit, !ﬂdﬂgm,m&ptezber?? 194h o
. tranax{tied With Lhle menarancui photostats
" to the mport which :n el m.:::ges 36 and; m:t TNI’U‘%E‘?- ” Hﬂ,ﬁﬁlﬁ]ﬂt

R 1. Booklet entitled, *Forty Years of nooaaveu“m”\ iC UNSLASSIFIED
DL 2. Form letter dated kugust 2, 19l wrttten WAL DAL o2z BYseaem

lnerica First Tarty and headsd, "Board of mmm cu:ninaioners.

3. mmgm, 194, edition of "The Cross mdtherhg'
be muphm entitled, "Pattern for Revolution.® "

S, A circular dated "August - ISLL" st Mroit, Fchigan, hnadod,
“The Hour for Action —- A Personal Vessage.®

é. A circular ent!tled, "A Tersonal Yessago — Blood, Sweat, 'rem,
Persecution — The rice c-*‘ Victory,” dated at Datro"t, 18 ¢l gan,
*Septerber — W5LL.*

!i T A mer mm’ 'Gerald Le x. -Saith will mak in L‘S.mnapolil.....

8. A card entitled, "Nhose War Is I47" — ir'us.:u They m. The Forld?,
whtch is attached under cbscens cover. -

Also transritted with this memorandun are coples of fonr c]iph'ngs ‘whid
have anpeared in the public press on October Land s, 19“4, rela to subject
SAth's appearance on Ostober 3, 19LL, at ‘ladﬂ.nr:l'.on. D, C., before: the House
Campalgn Expends turos Coxittee, Your stiention is m‘.b:rly i ted to the
¢lipping fran the Tashington Post for Octobar 5, which 18 headed, *Bennett
Lo b Civing $2000 to Oorald L, K. Sxith.® As you will cbsorve, tidd parttetls
miﬂnindiuuathat&llthuatimgﬁtotbemed of a domation o D00 fre

RCE
iy

Bwnge—T ¥ T NS

. _Nlehclu mmw Mﬁal foraneo to nis wﬂid‘q
on and in the general e

a $1500 contribution u-bnﬂng baen reooived

:2§:L mmm r?i{ recall that mm&& g -
e ent, socupdéd coples of ltatemmta phiﬂgm 11
 jetate

- uien Tk T penimel BUKEAY OF WVESTIGATION
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axy contributions fyoe ¥r. Bomett. It s 1o, of that such .
contrituiion, $f actually m.g:{ wictt have pade at mome othep time o

for some purpose other then th's caxdidacy for the Senate. Although the
mibstansa tx@%_';muﬂimﬁ@_.h af navlkinonne $a wrnw el

e T e~ - RN Www W W e Wa PV WAl NRARee W gy pagw .

inquiries relative to Spith?s activities and tholr poesidle sfpnificmnce wnder
the Federul Corrupt Practices Act, the Burcan doos not conteuplate sny further
imsugatim;thth reference to thls particular phase of the matter wmless
Jou S0 rouest, . : .

. As a reviow of your f1le will show, cinsidersble investication has
been conducted with reference to thie mbjoci during the past two years, conaistir
privarily of a coverage of Smith's publications and spesking activities. Althougt
You have from tire to time indicated an interest in having the inquiry contimed,
I shall & preciste your acdvice at this tine as to whether any prosecutive action
is conterplated sgainst Smith and! as to whether you are desirous of having the
investigation continued in the future along the lines it has followed in the past,
In the event you do desire continued investipgation, Y shall be pleased to ruceive
ay specific sugpestions you ray care to advance ss to any partfcular tyre o
types of information you are interested in at this time,
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N 26 DATE__cofuer-BYsetios

MEZORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

EB .
Re: OERALD L. XK. SMITH

Reference is made to your recent request that you be advised as to the
status of the investigatien cor

subject Smith.

ducted by the Treasury Departmant eoncern

I have been informed that this investigation hsaa been carried out by
the Intellipence Unit of the Bureau of Internal Revenne and has recently been

P . T U

The investigation reportedly included examization of Smith'e perscnal
and organizational finances during the past several years and a Treasury Depart-
ment official has advised that no recommendation has been made to proceed against
Saith for the collection of additional incase taxes,
that recently an official of the Treasury Departasnt contacted
of the Special War Policies Unit of the Department concerning vhis
vising that the investigation had falled to reveal evidence of a
eriminal violation. : A~

RY mamorandmm dAatad ¥av 11 1012 ¥Mw_. £ 7. Dhatéa. Snanial deed

to the Attorney General, advised me that the Treasury's investigation was

instituted at your request and that the general results of the investigation
waald be made available to the Department and the
indicated that he would discuss this matter with
of Internal feverus and attempi to make arrangements wherety tie reports
submitted on the investigation would be made available to '!‘s:t_n'g_paru-nt.

Tolson

E., A. Tamnm_

Clegg

Colfey

Glavin
Ladd

Nichols
YUr Ro=
Me.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Carson
Harbo

He@Bnformation set forth

ne_ -y
mr.

Miss Gandy
o ' dlj‘\i

El]

DATE EL O

Reapectfully,
SENT F,R,OID - 0. John Edgar Hoover
TIME 5.4 2787 -  Director
L o>

—————

harein obtained from

Sr= g megme aees e ol Y

I have also ascertain

Mr. Rhetts further
of the Burean




Jhe caption iendu of Democracy." In a conversation with a female, be-
N \r'( eved to \E. IIIOWLES of Detroit, SMIT™H was advised that this female ‘
BN person had shadowéd to an office locafed at 137 Fast 57th Strest

lhnal Bureau of Investigation it Gavia 3

Mnited Btates Pepartment of Justice ) : Wichots o}

. . ROLER e
, Pashington, B. €. 1!!-.. e
~ Detroit, Michigan : Mo Cwaie
gNECIuaSIF IED BY sp E 2 June Zi 254, 19,3 | :‘M——.::
-'"ML_,____ . Kewomer ..

PERIONALAND—GOHEIDINT IR Coire .

Director, FBI
@
Re: GERALD LYMAN KEMNETH UITH,
with ali.aaea,

_ & COMITTEE OF 1,000,000 -

INTERNAL SECURITY -~ G
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 7

. There orth below the gist of the information received from

whose identity is known to the Buresu. This
3 recelive by the Detroit. Office during the period from 7-0
| Tanmt an

Information was received from Informant to the effect that SMITH is ap-
parently very suspiclous of the activities of the lady whom he refers to
aa\'Mrs. D." from Chicago. Undoubtedly SMI™ is referring to Mrs., ELIZA-
B DILLING of Chicago, well knovm to the Bureau. SMITH apparently
suspects Mrs. DILLING of trying interfere with various meetings held
in Chicago, sponsored by Captain)MSOUTHARD, also well known to the Bureau,
-kSOU'mARD also has expressed his opinion to SMITH that Mrs. DILLING is un-

aqfinnnh‘lv 'I'I'Hﬁng to interfere with their work,

WRANS o A B §

J} " Along these same lines Informant stated that he had received informstion

to the pffect that SMITH was likewise suspicious of a man referred to
him e phonetic) of New York. According to SMITH,
_ f o netic) who is supposed to

al BY rganization in publishing material under b‘?'i

?\\ New York City, and was found ¢t
RECORDED & INDENLD g 2=
l"\%Slﬂ:‘.:’!’i'l expressed the opinlon aiso that he was suipiciouwe-that
Workers League was kept alive by operators of B'ial B'Rith and th8 Anti="]
Dofm"tl“on League. SMITH stated that he has been obaeﬁg th ﬂi
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_to Michigan for the purpose of combating the Republican politicians who

} i 2 o A e '.':i,-;:‘_-"&_:_:'_%-
- : . A
]

e

-

Letter to the Director
DI_W June 2, 1943

Y

affiliated with it inasmuch as he 1s suspicious that it is merely l "

front for some group of operators trying to "get him.,* (The National
Warkare T.eaasua ia T‘nm:n wall known ta tha Natrnit Office an 'hn'lng

TR - T W ke W e e ——

sponsored by PARKERLSAGE, known to the Bureau as the founder of the
League, and who i« Presently under indictment for his alleged partici-
pation in the Sojourner Truth Houaing dispute in Detroit, Michigan some
time back)

Informant stated that he had received information to the effect that
SMITH had telephonically contacted SenatoryNYE at his office in Washing-
ton, D. C., and at that time SMI™ discussed with NYE the possibility of
NYE making a speech at one of SMI™'s meetings either in Chicago, Detroit,
or Cleveland. SMITH expressed the opinion that they wanted NYE to come

are backing WENDFLL WILIXIE. NYE, on May 26, 1943, addreased a letter to
SMITH introducing an individual to SMITH whom NYE claimed amd.oua to
r .l.l--l -l -

Am wmmwlr dm dha Nabwadd fwma. Y S i SV |
U mUIA 4l VIS UBSwiVLIUY R Tae n.v vuv pLSIOMV h-l..ulv Vil® Ao

idual is not known to the Detroit Office.

ul

SMITH has also telephonically contacted Representative CLAR#gOFFmN of
Michigan at his Washington office, at which time he endeavored to have l
HOFFMAN promise to address a SMI™ meeting. It is believed that HOFFMAN \
promised to speak for SMITH at some future date in Chicago.

On May 31, 1943, information was received from Informant indicatiﬁg that ’
llthﬂNDm was in the City of Datroit for the aevident purnose of con-

ferring with SMITH.

On June 12, 1943, Intormant. stated that he had received information to the
effect that SMITH t.elephonically contacted Representativo HOFFMAN at which

time arrangemenis were made with HOFFMAN for HOFFMAN to be in Cleveland,
Ohio, June 13th., HOFFMAN apparently was to address a meeting in Ohio on

" that date.

On June 18, 1943, Informant advised the Detroit Office that he had roceind
information to the effect that SMITH was leaving o
Denver, Colorado, at which place he was to visit §
According to the best of information available at th) :
stay in Denver uith_unt.:ll the evening of June 21, 1943.

Oli ¥ay 27, 19,3, Informant related that i had received some information

to the effect that a man by the name o honetic), who claimed to
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Letter to the Director
Dated June 24, 1943

be a friend om (phonetic), a New York lawyer, advised SKIM
that he was re SVITH by Senator NYE. (Thie individual might
be the same individual referred to in the letter sent by NYE to SMITH.)

During the time ITILLKIE was in Detroit a semi-picket line was set up
by the SMI™ group for the purpose of passing out pamphlets, but, as
they expressed 1it, "definitdy not to picket WILLKIE.*

busy of late apparently sending out coples of the book entitle d

Decade." These books have s&pparently been purcised through the 'BSBBsf

Merrill Company, New York City, through one (phonetic),

Informant stated that employees in the SMITH office have been keg quite

There has been some indication that SMITH is contemplating a meeting in
Detroit either on June 28 or 29, 1943, and efforts have been made by
SMITH to rent a hall for that particular meeting. This meeting 1s being
closely followed by the Detroit Office, There is also a possibilit.

that this meeting will be held in Pontiac, Michigan, where

has apparently been conducting some negotiations with a vie

a hall, . -

Very truly yours,

JOHN S. BUGAS
Special Agent in ze
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. n"/’i Apropos of the interest whfoh you expregped 83 Mro 7Taunm dast '

Y eventn- concerning the ccses of Jerald L, K, tniih and

2 Z arran;ed the Siret thiny this marnin; so AGUE Th€ UFCCH &upciviavr
. .30 te tntfnately acquatnted with there ccses contact the réninal

V “:lutefon fer the purpose of determining vhat, &f ony, edditional ‘
" Savesticative gottuiifes on the part of the Iureau are cesireds :
You 12121 recall that s$he hureou hos ouver a lony period o time Rept o
a cloce olservaiton upon the cotivities of thece two fndivicuals 3
and hae su mitted complete reports upm thelr activitfes to the
crininal Livicione Zhe Furecu supcrvisor has deen advised by the
oriminal Ifvieion that theae cases ore reing Randled dy a Vre Nolnerns;
w0 15 c.eent from Zashinston today tut whe will probabdly returs to=

mOT roWe ,

The matier will be folloued up vith the Crimgnal Il{vision $05.9Pr oL
tn order that $ts acuice may Le recefved o3 to whgt edditional {nvesti.
pative operatfons tle Cririnal Livision cesires JTOR Sn@ Sureéaiis
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r. Coffey
Federal Bureau of Investipation _ Qlavia
, $nited Btates Department of Justice My. :‘;::d.
LBN :GDC Washington, B. €. . Mr. Reseon __
June 23, 1943 Mr. Trasey .

Mr. Carsenm _____
Mr. Barde
Mz, Hexdon ____
Mr. MeGuire
Mr. Mumford
Mr. Piper
. Quinn Tamm
othermatters with le. Reom
)became [friends with Mr. Neasse
gerald L. K.0smith up 0 and spent several days Miss Beahm
at Smith's home there. At thot time Smith boasted to iss Gab
of stirring up trouble with the Negroes in Detropt 9’
e contracts with the KKK and of anti-semitic stufSf.
. Smith further boasted that he would get into power in 1948, that the
~ Republicans would take over in 1944 but they would not do a
~. 0f cleaning up, that he was going to keep after the Repu
. < they get in power and then in 1948 they would be ready J

;;\ m gufnéammp CONTANED  mespecrruriy, — o0
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MEMORANDUM FOR KR., ToLSON

Fhile discussing
today, he adyised that
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oo ’ QFiALD L. K. SUITH, was;
THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION;

- IRTIRNAL SFCURITY; SEDITION.

= -_ Reference 1s nade to the re submitted in coniection with

mTd this case by Special Agent at Buffalo, dNew York, on

: -‘-__:%. M. 16, 191.3- . ‘

- =y \‘. »

T The Buresu desires that the unceveloped lesd designated in )
: reference re.ort for the hashington Ficld Divialon be disregarded at

this time.

HEREN IS GNOLASSHFIED &
DATE Lo/sfee BYapsmint

o ("Z3UNICATIONS SEGTION | '
 Mr. Tolsen___ |  MAILED 2 |RECORDED M
; Mr. E. A, Tamm_ 2 ’ N
rw? Mr Clegg *  JUN 29 1943 P.M. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA
P - L Mr. Coffey
!r % Mr. Glavin FECRAL BURERU OF INVESTIGATION 3 JUN 30 1943 ”
Y E o o Ladd 7 U 5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 7 5N
i Mr. Niebols_____ 6__ “s.mmﬂﬂﬁ ,
. . Mr, Rosen '
:U Mr. Traey l I X
! -1 Mr. Carsea : : s ‘W
i,‘-"- Mr. Harbo i
g Mr. Hendon
Mr. McGuire
Mr. Mumferd '
Mr. Piper )J\ .
b Mr. Quinn Tamm_ { ' VV
“#  Mr. Nease ’. wbty
‘e Mies Gandy. ot
SR “ 1983
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REPORT MADE AT

DATE WHIN MADE PRRIOD FOR . FEPONT MADE BY g L')g/ .
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- L. K. SIITH, with aliases, INTERNAL SEQJBIT!
B %flm OF ONE MIILION - SEDITION
- SY%Z:'P’S}{IS OF FACTS: Subject spoke at meeting 5/24/43 in Eagles W\;‘H

) Auditorium, Buffalo, New York, under auspices —<
of the Economics League of Buffzle, JOSEFH ' -
H, STOFFEL presided. Approximately 300 in <
attendance. In speech subject referred to cettain /
goverrmental officials as Bureaucratic Fescista; - (

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

RM ?ﬂ“ Em“h‘ f_“ dlled, or captured this year, one out of every two
ELAQS‘HED Washington.® Information concerning display of

asserted that some officiale possess ambition to
impose dictatorship in peace time; cited use of
ration book 2s possible means of accomplishnent-
compared (PA to Gestapo; criticized United States
cllies, Australia and Canada for no conscription
laws; agserted United Nations Food Conference is
peace conference; declared opposition to con-
ecription of ma.ngower and of women for service
with armed forces; referring to burdemns of United
States after the war apnd referring to war casuslties,
SMITH stated: "We will have one million injured or

men serving overseas, according to reports from
i EIp*t;ern.*z.’oiona:I. Propagandist Flag and witnesses set

orth
- HOC -

Letter from Detroit Feld Divisian to Buffalo I‘leld
Dvision dated Hay 11, 1943,

DO NOT WRITK IN THESE SPACES '

e T B T - ety o

i~ = ar, By
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TETAILS: AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK

The reporting Agzent was present at a meeting at which
the subject spoke on May 24, 1943 at 8:P.M, in the Eagles Auditorium,
at the corner of Tupper and Pearl Streets, Buffalo, New York, Approxi-
mately 300 person were in attendance. The meeting was held under the .
auspices of the Economics League of Buffalo., JOSEPH H.~8TOFFEL, Presi-
dent of the latter organization, presided, A

The following individuals seated on the stege, in
addition to the subjecy and his wife, were introduced by STOFFEL as being:

BRI mrd Roweranand DTAIADN 1DDTENT DPoandkaw af Accccenad odd soen TS, Py mend Eluas
LAl AUV TL G LA WSS W LR LD VW WA ALLUICGLE VLU WILGILy Gl Wle

Reverend MICHAEL A,/ANSTETT, Pastor of St. Agnes Church, both of Buffelo,
New York, N :

: Mr, STOFFEL presented Reverend ANSTEIT as being an
adherent of Father COUGHLIN and a former leader in the Buffalo ares for
the Hational Union for Sociel Justice. Reverend ANSTETT delivered the
invocation,

MRATN T, ¥ AITTH wme intrndnsad e STORTRT. Aftow
bRl Adg by p s » L. Vi

Lo I L e~ b d Ve S el Yl q [ PR

speaking words of praise for Father COUGHLIN, he, the subject, incited the

audience to meke a resolution calling for Father COUGHLIN to break hisg

silence and speak at Buffalo at an unspecified future date, A motion was

made to this effect by WALTER-SHEDZINSKI, a local labor leader in Buffalq,
1

It would appear t ng of this motion was pre- E)
erranged, for, according t reporter for the Buffale = H2%
Evening News, the subject 8 prior to the meeting that such

a motion would be made,

The subject began his epeech by stating the fact that,
although the present war has to be won, it is an issue of the past and the
efforts of the America First Party are dedicated to the America of tomorrow.
In this respect he declared himself opposed tom fourth term for the Presi-
dent of the United States and advocated a constitutional amendment to restrict
hig tenure of office, '

The subject criticlzed the present Federal Govermment -
officiale, referring to them as Bureaucratic Fescists, asserting that some
of them possessed an ambition to teke the United States into & peace time -
dictatorship after the war, citing the contimuation of the war time powers

»

'




4

14-F

L
. ? o

during peace time and the use of the ration book as pooai'ble means .
of accarplishing their embition, He stated that the newspepers have
already published statements of officiale that rationing might be
continued after the present war, As further support to the ability
of inflicting control ower the American people through the ration book,
SMITH cited the testimony of HEENARD BARUCH before a congressional
ccumittee in 1936 at which time. according to the sub,‘ject, BARUCH

testilied Vet people in time of war could be controlled by the ration
book,

GERAID L, K. SMITH, in epeaking further on the
rationing problem, stated that it was un-American and quoted from a
purported Washington, D, C., newspaper article concerning a party given
by BERIARD BARUCH for HARRY HOUPKINS at ¢110.00 per person for food and
drinks, and referred to an article by a Chicagp Tribune reporter that
CLAULE WICKARD, prior to rationing, had purchased for his father on his
Indians farm a bmge icebox, which, upon inspeciion, contained 600 pounis
of meat, 1,200 pounds of lard, and 500 pounds of butter, which would keep
from three to five years, The subject then stated; "A man like that
should be in a Federal Penitentiary", He compared the Office of Price
Administration to the Gestapo for encouraging neighbors to squeal on cne
another,

The subject, in discussing the plot to emslave the
United States. quoted af length the article entitled ¥Gestapo® in the

&pril 1943 issue of "Thewdrose and The Fiag®, a megazine reportediy founded
by the subject.

The present allies of the United States - England,
Rusgisa, etc, - SITH stated should be used for military reasons ornly. He
criticized Australia end Canada for not having conscription for the amed
forces and stated: *Under the laws of those countries, unless the members
of the aruwed forces volunteer, they can only be sent so far in "ne.ttle- :
t.hen, our boys have to continue on,*

*  SMITH stated that an article had appeared in the Ghimg:
Tribune concerning information to the effect that a certain United States
Senator had endeavored to visit the United Nations Food Conference, heid
in Virginia, dbut that he had not been admitted, The subject etated thet
this conference 1s really a peace conference, guarded by Americen soldiers ——
¥forty-three nations planning things you are peying for., Just think of this
unholy spectade - 200 soldiers to see that no American gete in..... Unless,
of course, it is a military secret,t



-9

SMITH declared his OPPOsition to conscription

. of manpower, asserting that under the proposed lsw a person could be

sent to any part of the country, that it would amount to involuntary
servitude, and could be used as a weapon against the people. The
subject then stoted: MIf you want to join the WAACS, etc,, do sof,
tut further stated; "I am opposed to the conscription of women for
services with the amed forces,"

The article entitled ¥Sir WALWER VENNING'S PLANY
appeared in the October - November issue, 1942, of 'The Bross and The
Flag" and was quoted at great length by the subject.

In discussing the burdens the American people will
have following the war and referring to the cagualties following the
war, JITH stated; "There will be plenty. We will have one million in-
Jured or killed or captured this yesr..... This is one out of every two
men serving overseas...., according to reports from Washington.!

On the invitations for the meeting there wes printed
the following: "A silk flag which the internstional propegssndists would
substitute for the Stars and Stripes will be exhibited.® In this connect-
ion the subject displayed to the audience for an instant before dropping
it upon the floor and stemping on it, a flag approximately 18" x 24" in
size, and designed in & manner similar to the flag of the United States
with approximately thirteen alternating red and white stripes with a
design of the British flag 4n place of the stars and the field of blue.

A yellow star or similar figure was embossed in the center of the section
resem'bling the British flag,

‘ According to THQMAS BROWN, editorisl writer for the
Courier-Express, who examined the flag personally on the following day, the
flag with the exception of the yellow star or figure was identical in
design to the Cambridge fleg, which was raised bty George Weshington ab
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1776, The Cembridge flag, according to BROWN,
is composed of thirteen alternating red and wnite stripes with the mbined
¢rose of St. Andrew and St, George in the Centon,

GERALD L., K. SMITH announced at this meet:l 'that’ he
was to speak in the Elks Auditorium at Erie, Pa., on May 25, 1943. This
information wes conveyed to Detroit, Michigap, by teletype dated May 24,
1943,



L ‘- g1l persons present,

U7

-7 This meeting was also attended
individuales ial Agents
W— .

0. rman of the Ane

Gvening News, age, twenty-eig
Buffalo, New Yqrk, and hes A
- individuals, with the exceplion G 11ling to testify
- 1o all statements made by the subject, was not present for P
- the entire meeting, tut is able to testify to the statement made by .. 0T
GERAID L, E. SMITH concerning casunlties this year in the armed forces, . - .~

: _ It 1s the opinion of these individuale that, with the - = i -
exception of the quotations made by the subject direct from the magazine, .©- .
Whe Cross and The Flag", his speech was extemporaneous and directed to - - o

- BEFERRED UPCK COMPIETION TO OFFICE OF CRIGIN -



e m e AL e e T 2 VT s e MR e L

UNDEVELOPED _1EADS

THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION

AT WASHINGTON, D, C,

Will endeavor to ascertein from the OWI
office 1f any Washington reporte have been
released to the effect that wer casualties
for this year will amount to one million or
a ratio of one out of every two men serving
overseas, :




o diias

e a8

147

t

- LQV
Re: Report of Special Agent” :
dated June 16, 1943 at ralo, New York,
entitled; "GERA.LD L. K, IR, with eliases,

T™E CQWITTE OF ONE MILLIQN; IWNERVAL SECURITY,
SEDITICN.®

e identity of
w28 no sclosed in ins t report as the poss ity

exists of baving to use this individual as an infor-
mant for future meetings,

b7~
;,79
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MEMORANDUM_FOR MFi, JAMES ROVE, JR. O )
THE ASSTSTANT TO THE ATTORGLY GERERAL -

Attention: Mr. C. E. HKhette

Re: QFEALD L. X. SllITH, with .lil"';
THE COMUITTEE OF ONE MILLION;
INTERNAKL SECURITY; SEDITION.

For your information, there is transmitted herewith a co;y
L of a rejort submitted in connection with the investigation of this cxee
e by Specisl Agcnt.— st Buffalo, New York, on June 16, 1943.

3 Yery truly yours,

John Edgar Hoover ' _ '
Director

Sl

Enclosure ﬁ w

o ALLINFORMATICN CONTANED
e svrma HEREN IS ENCLSSED

==t My Clegg \
' . Mr. Coffey DME dzz'%‘&z Bvsffﬁff/
Mr. Glavia -
Mr. Ladd
Mr. Nichols
" Mr. Rosen
Mr., Traey .
Mr. Carsen

Mr. Harbo___| _QQMMUN"CA“ONS St
Mr. Hendonm__ 1 MA 1L ED | “%‘

o miei T JUN,29 WA BM

Mr. Piper ! ka

Mr. Quion Ta ~FEDERA} BUREAU OF INVEST! c:l

Mr. Nease_ \ U, DEPARINENT OF | _ .
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. .
‘JORN EDGAR HOOVER &
1,

& 2287  } Mr. Tolson
Mr. E. A, Tnmmj
Federal Bureau of lnunﬂgaﬁnu Mr. Clegg____ _

e e nr .
Hnited Siaies Bepariment of Fusi . i’.:;“————.____

Washington, D. &. Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen
June 25, 19L3 Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson
Mr. Coffey__
A, ‘ ~  Mr. Hendos
[ﬂ\ Mr. Eramar
MEMORANDUM EO_- MR. Dg ge LADD My MsCuire
o P A Mr. Harbo
Res: Gerald L. K. Smith; Mr. Quion Tamm
Internal Security - G, Tele. Room —
Sedition . Mr. Neasrs

"\/ Miss Beahm
| F Misg Candy

Pursuant to your instructions, I contacted the office of Mr, James
McInerney in the Crimina) Division for the purpose of making arrangements
whereby Supervisor could confer on the morning of June 25th

relative to the fut ative steps in both of the captioned cases.
You will recall it was supgested that the anpr‘t_rl gor handling these caces

BV vww  waials A sy —— N e

should confer with the appropriate represent.at.ives in the Criminal Division
on these cases during the conversation which Mr, Tamm had with the Attorney

General,

It was leamed that ¥r. McInerney is presently out of the city and
will not return until the morning of June 26th, I talked to Mr. Edmond
Doyle of the Criminal Division in view of Mr. ¥cInerney's absence and he
stzted that he would be grestly appreciative if the Bureau would walt until
the marning of June 26 in order that Agent NN could discuss both of
these cases perscnally with Mr, ¥cInerneye. “Tie T2de this request in view of
the fact that both cases are under the personal supervision of Kr. Mclnerney.

IRV Y Y Gy} -4

lEr. Doyle was advised that Mr. McInerney would be contacted on the

IV Tasnn o NLL dor e men dlea [ o
morning of June 26th in order that arrangements could be made for Agent

Henratty to confer with Mr. McInerney and any other Departmental repre-
sentatives concern “hese cases.

“nit INFORMATIGN GQNI. Respectully,

Filni=

UNCLESSH IER
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Q? - - _ ' . Mr. Tolson__ _
s e Me, B, A, Tamm_

- PR .. M, Clegg

; Mr. Cotffey
. M’L LT % Mr. Glavin__
0 L Mr. Leddl

Mr. Riekols

F.B.L ff&wps_ e

Mr. Carson
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Hendon
My. MeGuire

‘. . Mr. Mumford
Mz. Piper
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GERALD L, K, SMITH, WAS, E
TION RECEIVED TODAY FROM THAT SMITH IS TO ARRIVE ‘bzp
IN WASHINGTON ON FRIDAY NEX PURPOSE OF MEETING WITH DIES
COMMITTEE, SMITH TO REGISTER AT STATLER HOTEL AND INTENDS TO
MEET WITH SENATOR REYNOLDS FRIDAY ARTERNOON, PURPOSE OF TRIP

SECURITY G, INFORMA~

APPARENTLY IN CONNECTION WiTH RECENTY HERE,
» e ]
BUGAS M
Ao B R Al CONTY 'm
END e ‘;IE;\I;‘N CLoov L}S[FIED '
' CEPT WHERE sHown N

6-14 PM  OK FBI WASH DC F
/

OTHERWISE

NOTES THE UNDERL INED PORTIONOBTAINED FROM GARBLE

Rscswaoq 7321 PM EWT  BW
\ br .
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- DATE-

t

Ret GM.BL.I.HITI ‘:

* i

rurthorrofmnuuudotomrmmt inquiries and our
h%o eorrespondence concerning this individual, }

J Por your further lnfomtion, I wish to advise thet 1t has

- & ; been learned from a highly confidential source of information thet
Laith ph.nl to oome to ".hin‘ton’ D, c.’ on my' ‘m 2. 1943, -
portedly for the purpose of meeting with the Dies Committee, Aceording
%o this source of information, Baith will register at the Statler Hotel,
and intends {0 meet with Senstor Robert Reynolds sometime Friday after-
noan prior to his oontact with the Dies Comnittee.

aith's purpose in connection with his reported intention %o
meel with the Dies Committes and Senator Reynolds 1s mot known, btut it

is poseible that it mey heve sone oconnection with or bearing on the recent
|t race riot at Detroit. The Bureau has previcusly been edvised by a highly

-7 g confidential source of information that on June 25 last, Bmith, at Detroit,
- L oontacted Benator Reynolds at Washington, suggesting that it might be well

o for Congressran Dies 0 cause en investigation to be conducted of the race
v riol at Detroit,. On this occasion Bxith reportedly requested that Dies be
contacted and told that Communists in Detroit were Tscared to desth® for
- feer Dies would proceed to Detroit for an investigation of the riot,

T Zaith allegedly commented thut "Reds® in Detroit were trylng to blame the
-, riot on good people such as Benry Ford and himself,
EE I You will recall that data ecnoerning this npcrt.a:!onkct be-
NG Vi cne . tdeen Bmith and Senator Reynolds was set forth on pege 23 of % memorandum
L "foently furnished you conecming the btnkground of the. «ﬂoﬁtmum
? e, Ladd. ..o Detrolt,
i . i Tr, Nichol®......... 3 -
Sopegpze " f Mr. Roses ..o oenn- SENT FROM D. o ‘.'p.em_t_ '
IR T o e Teney L 1 -
. : i Xr. Corson ... TINE ‘ﬁ': """
Yo curey L [ DATE Wk ...--2.. Jobn
| Yerdnn. ... o ; __MA P !dtar Koovex
e Xy e T —— " Director
S P ¥r, James Rowe, Jr.
LY The Assistant to the Attorney Gyneral

Mr. Wendell Berge
ssigtant Attorney General

NS “ ,__‘._”_ﬁ:“ﬂ}i:l 1941




* 30HN EDGAR HOOVER
LT mmECcTOR . . Q‘:}'
Federal Bureau of Inuestigation col

Hnited States Pepartment of Justice
' Mashington, B, €.

o MAY 315543
MEVORANTUM POR THE AT TONEY

, I'IATF 4',. f/ha ﬁYsﬂ:@m

o lhforeneo 1s made to your memorandum of May 28, 1943, econcerning
rald Saith of Detroit and one desoribed as being thirty- L272¢
three yea of age and a residen ol'e roit or Cleveland, You will -

1% AL.A Ak . P ¥ b

$

recall i ated that the President tele ﬁhmﬁd you on lay ?7. 1943. requesting 3
. mtthcmumukamim tigation of Snith and that he be informed as to
| the dratt status o QUENNEIND N
» i Smith is usually referrsd to as Oersld L. K. Snith and for several v
years has been a resident of (\:troit where he has been active in connection with
an organisation known as * ogmittes of One ¥illion.® last fall he mas an q
unsuccessful candidate for tie United States Ssnate and since Decendber, 1942, he
has been prineipnhy concerned with an effort to establish a third political N
partly known as ‘l-h'viiiﬁﬁl First Party. x
R

During recent months Smith has made a number of public speeches,
attempting to gain support for this Party and during the oourse of these
spesches has frequently attacked the Administration, alleging that it has .
seized on the emergency created by the war in an effort to develop a dictatorial \
form of Government. He has also criticized what he is disposed to characterise
n the Government's efforts to reduce the United States to a mere entity in -
s great international stats dominated by Grut Brit.ain. Despit-o such assertions,

ha hanw haam anve PaeY o me P _ R

a8 528 Ueen carelul o profess loyaliy to the war effort and has urgec nis
following to g:ln loyal support to the war effort.

PREY I S
L

PONT e

/?.f.-:f/t 0L f . Gﬁﬁ,/; 5. 1;/*'-’.../

Since the sarly part of 1942, the activities of Smith have received
very close and continuous investigative attention by the Bureau. His background.

1

s resources and associates have besn closely sxamined and al} of his publie B
8 speeches since the fall of 1942 have been covered. As a supplement to such o
g investigative attantion a technical surveillance has been in cffoct since h.r, 19&2-
b AR - ,_!-‘,;'. !:
= »—E I A1) of the information 6aﬁ1*-‘ﬁ bhas been referred to iho’ Crimined /%"
- % ?“,\("‘ Division end to Nr, James Rowe, Jr., but. Mr. Rowe's office has stated thay ¢/
\2 1th's activities and statements to date are not sufficient to Justify & . 3/
‘ roucution. However, the investigation is being continued unabated, noeordm
: to certaln suggestions advanced by ¥r. Rowe, and reports ariother—infemmatien.

iV as received, are being referred ::vh\i.f' m ( / -: —3? f:ﬂ

ICTORY With reference to the report that aw.‘z {na pace yrmtenemiy ﬁﬁpm N
BUY | that people not pay their income _taxes, you sre advised that no -

------ o — A o A &

Joon | DA Deen received indicating wr Suith has made such Mant! 'W
£ g o oS Tl s -, .U 8. DEPARTMENT oF JUST!CE
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MEVOLANTUM POR THY ATICRNEY OSH AL

during the aourse of personal cawersations or during his pudlis apoeobu. "‘n
is known thal the Treasury Departsent is imvesilgeting the incoma tax returns

®ade by Swiilh during 1935, 1957 and 1940, it moiling has Desn davaioped %0

suggest that Smith has attempted to counsal evasion of the income tax lsws,

Pl On ¥aroh 25, 1343, an inquiry was revelved from the President con.
- osrning Smith and subssquently, om Earch i, 194), & sterary meoorandum setting
farth pertinent data as to Smith's baskoround and the results of the irwestication
N as to him was refarred to the cffice of the President. Yor your inforsstion X
- am attaching coples of that mosorsndam,

Concernin- the Individiel desionaiad 2+ NN 4% 40 ba.

e e A TS - =

=2 1ieved that the reference 1s t oreariy active in

y - igtisn Front activitios &t Row and now & resident of Chlcarr, Ilinois,
. . hhmmmuimbytbummrormnt&nbwrlm
R your information, I am trm.tun; herawith ecples of a menorandum

e B G at o ._§ . _ad_ A

xTun; hls vackground and aciivitici.
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June 2, 19‘03
MEEORANDUK FOR THE PRESIDNET

of Detroit; who is allezed to have

not to pay their income taxes; and— now .a,reaide.x'if. of

Chicago, as to the latter's drult status.

-

Smith, during recent ronths, has made apeeches to ga:m support of

hia party, the America First Party, and has attacked the adminiatrat:.on. Hq. -
is careful to profess loyalty to t.he war effort. at the same time. Smge thc
eafly part of 1942his activities have received continuéd investizative |
attenvion by the F, B. I. The Treasury Deparument is invesﬁiga;ting his
income tax returns from 1938 to 1940 inclusive; bu"t. not.hihg has been
developed to suggest that Smith has attempted to counsel an evasion of ihe'
income tax laws, |

On March 31, 1743, an answer to an inquiry from you, a suﬁmry
memorandun was sent to you with respect to Smith's baékground and the resulrta '

of the investigation. A copy of that memorandum is enclosed.
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CC-287

Federal Bureaun of Investigation
Hnited Btates Bepartment of Justice
Washinpton, B, €.

June 36, 1943

EAT :XLW

MEMORANDUM FOR VMR, LADD

For record purposes it may be noted that on June 25, 1943,
the Attorney General requested I call at his office at which
time he indicated that the President was most anxious to have

' eore prompt and vigorous action taken against Gerald L. X,

I pointed out to the Attorney General that the Bureau had

- wr a

covering Smith's activities for a period of several years and had

R P T S S, ‘ .
gt T L

. e Z i
T e ATF eI e e e T A D ek i

A e L i el A L

Mr. Tolson
Mr. E. A. Tamm
Mr. Clege
Mr. Cofley__
Mr. Glavin______

T oAl

Tl
E + MuUMY

Mz, Nichols

.. Mr, Rosen
M. Traey

Ii."f{'b'tnen____
My .f“fllrbo_-_____

. M#,” Rendon

Mr. VieGuire 4
X
!r. E?mford
Mr. Piper wE
Mr. Quipn Tamm_
Tele. Room

Mr. Nease 4

Mi Rash \
Miss Beahm 1\

ss Ggnd

bee

; i subnitted voluminous reportsa to the Criminal Division in the Deparm
=7 which had not taken any action thereupon. ointed out that the same
. 8ituation existed with reference toﬂ ) "
E
B
| €
I told the Attorney General that I t hought someone in the Depariment
should review all of the reports which the Bureau has heretofore sub- -
mitted upon these individuale and determine whether some action could not ¢
be taken, Mr. Berge in the Criminal Division stated that he would re- J3 &
a6ssign these cases in the Criminal Division ot once for this purpcsejo,l' -
The Attorney (General requested that the Bureau: M 3 X
‘ 1. Determine the status of the Internal Revenue M/‘i{%
investigation of Gerald L. X. Smith's income VAN /)
tazr returns, L
t!
3. Determine what connection, if any, — E !
had with the Ku Kluxr Klan, et '
3. Determine what, if any, connection_od y
with the recent race riots in Detr .

C7amy o

: : wECGR ll7:‘('-=z.?o]/v ,Q__) A\
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED F’— =TT =

HERES IS UNCLASSIFIED  , 15 sun 20189 »
OATE_so/¥joa BYSEEEPS | P

?
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 2=
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Y |
\‘

4. Determine wheither the Governor of Michigan i
intended to initiate Grand Jury proceedings 7
Jor the purpose of determining the facts , (04
with reference to the race riots in Detroit, ,fﬁ’/ﬂ

Very truly yours,

Edword A. Tamm,

B Sy LS

}Q\




ol R : a 2 e e T T U e T g e L S
Do e s A i T ARl e, Wl e Tty e o S D i RN I e i ani  a  TR B JETACIRRMP T TREAS, LS RSN NLT Sy

)
~ _pe-287 =Telson

Mr. EB. A,"hm___v
Mr. Clege

- Mr. Glavl
Federal Burean of Investigation n:. La;;'l_'.__....

United States Bepariment of Justice Mr. Nichols
: Mr. Resen

. Mashington, . €, Mr. Traey _

Mr. Ceraon
June 26, 193 Mr. c-‘"f_ur
Mr. Hendon
Mr. Kramer

= W11 INFORMATICN CONTANED | R —
; “[__R[m IS UN:LASSFED | MEMORANDUM FOR IR, r..wn" ‘9}/ b :::: ———
DATE ey | BV P —

* I - THACOMITTEE OF ONE MILLION Miss Beahm

TS ——

\; INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION Miss Gandy
AR | —
1% SRNAL SECURITY ,

IS
.

Pursuant to your instructions and the requesil recently made of ¥r. Tamm
by the: Attorney General, Supervisor  of this sectlon has conferred
with ¥r. J. Y. McInerney of the Cri vision of the Department concerning
these two ¢ases,  This confeérence began today at 1330 P.¥. and extended for an
hour and forty-five minutes, During this period I, Hanratty, at }r. McInerney's
request, furnished the latter with detailed information concerning the results
of the recent investigation in these cases.

SEDITION -
.

b X’ N

V)

Concerning the Smith case, Mr, lMcInerney stated that the Criminal Mvision
has not been Tollowing the case accurately since the first of the present year
inasmich as beginning about January 1, 1913, 1. Rhetts of }x. Rowe's office
assumed supervision of the case. However, Mr, lcInerney was generally famillar
\ with the nature of the investigation and during the course of his conversation
. k referred specifically to the three phases of the case: that is, the sedition

phase, the possible OPA regulation violation phase, and the Federal Coryupt
Practices Act angle, :

RECORDED cney Rl —-

Supervisor the nature of the information which additional investigation

has developed. e was informed in deta’l of Smith's spee ' activities and

his publication efforts in comnection with his magazine "Thﬁross and the Flag."

All of this data has, of course, been set forth in reports #hich have been fumished
to Ur, Rowe. On appraising Smith's activitfes in this regard and at the conclusion
of this portion of the conversation My, McInern ressed the opinion, in conformity
1:11;1}3 memoranda which have previously been received from Lr. Rowe, that Smith appears
vo U Well sdvised as to how far he can go under the Sedition Statutes and that hs—
T actlonable statements, elther written

i~ 9399 IR
F B )

b
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With reiard to the sedition phase of the case, Mr. l.-IcIneniey asked

-



Wth reference to the possible OPA regulation violation, you will rYecall
that in October, 1942, Smith openly boasted that a short time previously he
had wilfully and purposefully violated the 35 miles per hour speed regulation
by motoring from Fontiac to Detroit at varying speeds approaching 60 miles per
hour on ecartain occcasions. Smith openly bragged about this accomplishment,
defied authorities to proceed against him, and stated that he had taken the
action to show that "bureaucratic regulations® could not be lmposed on the
American people. Pertinent information in this regard was at the time furnished
t0 the Criminal Division which advised that no Federal violation had been incurred
inasruch as at the time of Smith's trip no Federal Statute enforcing the speed
regulation was in effect. During the conference ¥r. McInermey referred to this
angle of the case and stated that the Criminal Division had recently re-examined
it tut again concluded that no sction could be taken againat Smith.

Cencerning the Federal Corrupt Practices Act phase of the case, you will
recall that several months ago the Special War Folicies Unit of the Department
requested the Bureau to investigate Smith's activities “in connection with his
candidacy last summer for Unlted St&tes Senstor. The Special War Policies Unit
particularly requésted that the statemeénts filed by Smith, showing his contributors,
with the local election commission be secured and that it be otherwise determmined
whether Smith has complied with the provisions of the Federal Corrupt Practices
Act and the lichigan General Election Law in connection with his campaign. The
statements and data requested by the Special War Policies Unit has been secured
and sent to the Department, and in this regard Mr. McInerney stated that he was
not familiar with this angle of the case or the possibilitfes involved ihasmch as

this "jjé'rﬁi—cﬁTaijméﬂ‘i‘iTr under consideration by the Special War Policies Init.

However, when ointed out that in one of his statements Smith has

refused to iden the source of a $1500 contribution as required by the Michigan
General Election Law, Mr. lMcInerney expressed considerable interest and stated

ﬁ: he would take up this phase of the case in detail with the Special War Policles

further pointed ocut that according to information received
by the Bureau the Treasury Department has completed its investigation of Smith's
financial activities, Mr. McInerngy stated that he was aware of this and had

furtrer been informed that the Treasury Demartment's investigation had failed to
show any irregularities. He stated that the Department expected a complete

report on this investigation in the near future and that the Criminal Division
might request the Bureau to make some inquiries if it appears that some of

Smithfe contributions may have emanated directly or indirectly fram Axis—fnenired
or influenced individuals or organizations, ’ '

Smith which is presently in kr. Rheiis' posseszion, and after conferrin ng with
War Policies Unit concerviliig the Federal Corrupt Practices Act phase of the _ the
casg would probably commnicate with the Bureau requ

mauit, 2 rLcave with Bureau requesting additional investigation
ﬁii ﬁe'cﬂminal Division may, on the basis of the file review, deem necessary..

ir. kcInerney stated that he intended to secure the file concemning

old Mr, McInernmey that these additional requests will be acted on
Pramptly as soon as a memorandum is received.

W
W b')‘/
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Cancerning the
fairly famil¥ar with
this case in the C

case, .Jr. McInerney commented that he 1s
vities inasmuch as he has perso followed
sion. He stated that he knows that

opinion

has to date failed to engage in any activities which m‘m
Justify his prosecution. He Indicated,” However, thet he intended to give This
case further consideration and that he contemplates corresponding with the Bureau
er as to certain other investigation which may be deemed necessary.

of course, informed Mr. McInemey that the Bureau will be glad to

receive any additional suggestions as to investigation deemed necessary and that
such suggestions will be promptly carried ocut,

activit.iii have been very carefully followed by the Bureau but tha

It 1s of inte to note that at the conclusion of the :ln-terview

Mr, ¥cInemey told that he intends to write a memorandum for the
Attomey General concemrn Smith case pointing out that although the Burean
has devoted this matter exhaustive investigative attention, nothing has been
developed to date on which to predicate prosecutive action against Smith. Mr,
XcInerney stated that in his memorandum he would inform the Attorney General that
the case will continue to receive close attention by the Criminal Division and
the Bureau and that if anything significant is developed, consideration will be
glven to lmmediate prosecution. Mr. McInerney did not indicate that he was
preparing a memorandum for the Attorney General on the— case.

Action:

As soon as additional memoranda concerning these cases are received
from the Criminal Division, the suggestions set forth therein will be given
immediate investigative attention and both of these cases will in the future
as in the past several months be followed very closely.

Respectfully,

>A W,

F. L.D‘%ih
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HERE, I HoLASSIFIED
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There is something ebout the cynicism of New York labor leaders which turns

them into sophisticated provincials who believe that thelr strength in the big city
makes them immme to the campaiszns which have been orippling unions in outlying stat:

They have paid scant notice to the spread qffﬂﬁristian Amerioan.&ssociatian

e 5

laws which heve placed unions under the control of meny stetes. Jhey have virtually

ignored Gerald K. Smith, self-appointed successor to Charles Coughlin, despite Smith!

success among the hundreds of thoussnds of Southerners who flocked to Detroit war jol

m?ny—sm’ch bi]:’.}_, though Rep. Howar ) th said 2t Tomn Hell two weeks ago that h:

\

colleagzues hoped to meke this bd4ll permsnant postwar legisletion,

Wow the bill has been passed by the Senate and the ‘House and ig in conference.

We wonder how meny New York labor leaders have read through the proposed law, FHow

many know, for example, that it prohibits unions .from making political econtributions
elections for federesl offices? This would virtually keep the American lebor Party ou
of the 19544 pfesidential campaign,

How many know thet they would be required to mske publioc sn nud'.lted 1ist of
their members; that no strike could be oslled until 30 days! nottco was givan end a
secret ballot of workers was taken; and that one clause in effect suspendl iho ¥ation
labor Relations Act and the Nprriu-LaGuardia m%&ﬁm{::lm

, law th, event
PO ___/
INDEXEL

“a 314 5UL319
.

Wartime *is proving a Roman holiday for the’ proressignal end ama

spontaneous strike,

"fl

17

11“;0‘.}0
of Labors For example, in recent weeks a sories of diaturlg_gnpea have s?ﬁad

i
1

some wer plants in protest against the hiring and upgrading of Negroes. Production

S7 I 14102295
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of Rolls-Royce slrcraft engines was stopped at Packerd last week when Ku Flux Xlan

e¢lements p:ovdked 8 walkout after three Negroes were given machinists' Jobs,

l'hic is skilled provoocation designed to stall war productiom and f_‘eg‘d enemy
propagendists. News of anti-Negro strikes is played by Berlin snd TOEiolﬁgﬁéécasts
es demonstrations by Americen workers sgainst all coiored reces. This doastho
Allled cause little good in North Afries end the Orient. |

® & % B

In the measntime, Gerlad Smith, long a prof;assional enemy of the €10, hes been
building thamef;lgqurst Party, Late in May some of his agents arranged e mass
meeting of war workers for him in Buffalo.

Mention of Coughlin, Senztors Nye end Theeler, Rep. Fish and Cherles A. Lindbe:
drew stormy epplause, whistles and footstemping. A resclution was umnanimously adopte
to urge Coughlin to come to Buffalo to speak. Smith bossted thet he had meetings
scheduled for Chicago, Ft. Wayne, Indianspolis, Detroit end other mid-wesbtern cities,.

The offensive of Smith and his collespues in high places has started, The lab

men might lsarm wh
up on the nation's sandlots--you cannot beat the other team without organizing a bett
bell cludb of your own.

* % k¥

There is & dismeying lack of ouriosity emong labor men over the growing strengi
of the Amerioce First Party which w.s started Ly a man who for e while made a apecialfg
of attempting to smash the CIO in the automobile and rubber oenters,

This men Gerald L. K. Smith, is being dismissed by cyniecs as one of the mzany

would-be men on horseback who should be leughed at instead of worried ever;i niybe.

Rut Smith has carefully brought into ritt gh

[1
[
to

ig Amearinn Pirst Partyv manv nf
- T ogene e m er— - eem W S Ve 'J J o b

haters, isolationists and disappointed politicos who have little use for the New Deal
end less ofr labor,

* k X ¥
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For example, Myrtin L.Jq-weenoy was en isolationist Congressman from Clevelan

onis
lest year he wes defeateds On ¥ay 11 he spoke at an Amerioca First Par‘ify rally in
Detroit. | L

On May 24 Smith harenpued a orowd in Buffplots Eagle Hall, ™If thetwo old
parties continue %o give us Roosevelt and Wilkie, then we —shall be forced to put & m
in the field such as Lindbergh,™ he shouted.

The highlight ::f that meeting oame when Smith tore from his pocket a red and
Thite striped flag. Irn the spot where the blue starry field is on the present Amerio

flag, it had the Union Jack, Waving the banner, Smith insinusted thet the New York

firm was already meparsd for the internat

New York, to Smith's followers generally, is symonymous to "Jews",

Smith then threw it to the floor and juiped wildly up and down on it while tﬁc
sudienoe, which had previously cheered Charles Coughlin, s temped az.id whistled its
approvels L1hey believed Smithts statement thet the flag was the New Dealerst! and

British "imperialists" substitute for the Stars and Stripes.

However, the flag which Smith was pouncing upon wes replios of the flag whioh
first was riised over General George Vashingtan's headquarters at Cembridge, Mass,,
in Jenuary 1776; the {lag which Weshington's troops carried when they marched into

Boston after the British evacuated in March 17768; the flag which the Contin
used until the adoption of the Stars and

Independence,

The Head of the Americenism Committee of the Buffalo mrim ngi.ea., mo

Paul Wamsloy, sross in the midst of Smith's mob and challenged Smith's uild' ttt,d:n

on the govermment and our allies. Smith threatened to have Wamsley thrown out of the

hﬂllo

There were no others bhere to protest Smithis attede on our history, tradition

end war effort, Yet Buffelo is the center of intense war production, There ars meny

strong CI0 and AFL unions there. The CI0 Thited Automobile whioh has its
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national Rheadquarters in Smith's home city of Detroit, hes a young lnﬁ)yii}tant leade

ship in Buffalo,
Yot fow are challenzing Smitﬁ's statemonts in Buff.lo, or the score of.other

war industry cities where he and his lieutenants are attacking our war leaders,
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ABLWESS REPLY TO ’ )

s o e | DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE B el
_ ) [NGTON. D. C. Mr. Rogen . ..oeer.
WBiESLiSH WS .

146- 28-45 . July 1, 1943

/ It has been noted that among, Smi s financial '
backers there is listed one
m It is desire e Bureay ascer o _

4 My, Quinn Tamm...

MEMORARDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 3. Nease...........
Mins Gandy..........

@ 4 File#. ..o . iniinvinuas

Re: Gersld L, K. Smith 1 .......................

Reference is made to our previous correspondence f
o this subjeot, : e

[

ual is identiocal with
» Who has an office in

pecisl Agent
the case e

In the Criminal\Division's memorandum dated Decem-
ber 9, 1942, it : that you attempt to ascertain the
ldentity of ome and the nature of her
oconnection with me he was established in New
York, This lead appears not to have been covered to date, The
Criminal Di on now has information that this woman's given
name we that she cantributed financially to Smith,
and that s s & oontact between him and some of the ixis

embazsies. It is requested that an-endeavor be made to agcertain
whether this information is based on fact, -, ¢

‘Respectfully,
A\
A

-

x- 1500 -5
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Prom: Je Edgar Hoover - D » Federal Bureau of Investigation
Sub jec* 1 - OrZD L, X, STTH
o Cote: OF OME KTLLTON

oy INTERG sCOULIT )

SLTITION

k2 ST

/
ot

" peference iaudnto’your nenorandur: ofW

b invegtication be made

Pursuant to your request that
a8 to the nature of ey connection and gm&

attention to the report subzitted
at Yew !m'k' Yow York, on
E oo pages eleven and twelve of

FTE . of an interview with

- g with the porson refe : ‘ ; :

RN L7 copy of Spectal agent QR revcrt 2o forwarded with thls

N wemorandum for your information,
I : . - g WAIC