)
o aleaTo g AW

McGr g UNIVERSTY
MONTYREA(

February 2, 1940,

€ you for
can Scarcely 83y how
matter ig appreciated,
Je B. Hoover. Esq.,
K Director
Federal Bu

RECORDH)
&
_ | INDEX i}




LA,
R ,,,‘R‘%u
N :

.

”‘ft-i',FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTlGATlON
g

" A 1‘:" > -b‘a" ;., 4\"’{"«3.‘_& ?i\'ex ‘:ir*ﬁ"""”“‘“" Ly ‘-)"}“ G, ‘”‘-"'
FoTEATE oL o - s M ik S0

L e A W L i

~ o

— o —

", »m t'fw\'\,‘n 4

B 2 e K2 2P .
e oY gg«u,:,. g 5231 WHIGH MADE 5 4‘-’,@ ;

m'rxwumm: »* | peRicD FOR 3 "“ y

19-40"% " 2207240 24 ¢

.‘w"

,‘.'f .'.

-7 : ' @)
R. .HEMANN FREDERICK ERBEN

B
.

’1 g
“ v -
\‘\"( . .: # "g':r';"”

‘)le'\"”

BYNOPBIB OF FAml' g

“1s - Su"b,jeot olaims . Ame#z a.? citizo %ship 'béing )?older’ 61‘ z,t‘g
;égf; Mm e 5 «.;.- ¢ .mnme dcan, passport #272(£242708).

’ .% <N

* “w?&."i

R

Tt
.-x\‘

.-P‘%

m . Egg“;g-ma se i)

v .
* L]

o L) } t—,lk-\
*/ 3‘“"‘*%‘&\}‘14‘“%«‘ {“, F' 42

5': v Consulate’ General at ‘Buonos Aires

Ltk 4 .éi‘.;.*z-e-w. - Ship ‘transited;the+ Pariams. Canal on'2-14-80, ]
R R
IRy ,_destinat:.on . New

*_, York. , Subjeot listed as Austrian’ ZoY- r £
3 :f’ fw?,“ -,{:-&.‘, %m& &zbaeote rive

b thm&u‘;@‘tﬁﬁof»&mnc&mm sul in -go

tties. enr ute,” he ‘be

g,cx;ganizat bzna 2ud,treated as very

wc.olummg ‘1oz 0tothing to'iface .rigors, of New York winter, ™
S*:xhibisohg.rget"h;ot;allﬁd. xSubJect aoogrdmg to- own ste.te: ". .

Yiment has:.two .0 Arpy was. o
o 'ézprior-“to Hunioh??b:uéin: 'German orgauhizb.tiozr ¥o§1 ng
¥, COrps" endreachedp,South,Amerioa on’ German

¥ £ 3 N ;"._(.' ‘
AR ?} afostgon
28 f..’,;.'v A o . . ¢ R »
2 ,,' . 2 Bé‘g E ’B"I‘fmﬂﬁnally'be).ng":separated.‘rran' 'the‘:Germm’brgm :
T " DxH return ‘to;Germany . depondentl +*. ‘Subject:
N Iff* E }%tish list of\ sus An 4 J

T
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s Argentina on 12-1-39
« before 3-1-40, e

issued by American .. . ‘é,

valid ‘only for.: return to the v, s
. formation from h

4" Antofagasta - from

om..Valparaiso on‘ "5 ;
Japanese steamer’HEIYO MARU and reque

sted assistance ;’ £t
bting: assigned” on- Amerio . i N K
£o\they T 1tod: Stasog, - ‘Wanansy’ g ‘N’ Safig
il ed’.by :Subjecty Captain of shi LAU-- T
ARKER, .veryxsuspiclous of Subjeot's’ activi-

very aotive with cemers,’ ‘bdking"i‘
-photographs end)'being metf{t -yaricus ports’ by ‘Gorman - -7’

important personagg.

enpted to obtain” d:.scha.rge in Canal Zone

Subjéot a

-ship," probably
SUKAMA *I'hen “roceived” -orders 'tof board the Cei-man -

TACOMA #hich'was engaged. inithe. GRAF SPEE -

goci.,',_gl- :Germen agents. ‘ L Q
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P I AT BALB,QA CANAL 'ZONE * moaly e e
RS "' . ey !._, LS ._ "-:‘ _V?' .. o Cees g
Tb;ls rep t 13 pred:.cated on xar,ioue rpporta teceived
“"S.n this ' Divisicn’ from %he Americen 'Bm‘oa.sey in“Panama ‘end from the

4447 Civil ‘Intelligence Unity The Panama Canal covering the act:.vxties :
W‘%;,ogéhe’SubJect. )

- "s The Subject 13 alleged to be en, Americen oitizen as evi-
denoed b{ his American- gnsbport No.: 27211242708) issued*to him by e s
. thelkmer;cdn Consulate* enere.}, ‘iBuenos Aires,’ Argentina’on Desembaiit Stz s,
L '¢-¢er 1939, whic is: v,e.lidci SpbJeot: has not Xeturned £0, thej’ wi:aamt etey ",
7&47’"& wdinited S ‘Statss” bgf’ore\;iﬂrcii 15 '1940};’;‘9‘Subjgctson er;%val was' ‘hoigder'ﬁ* i: f"; :
<., of .passport No, 248504 dated Decem or, 7, 1935, bnd which was. renelypd,'« A
¥tg" geoegber 7,-1989. - 1hts gL u1br* pasaport was ' mdorsed to™ Y »"AA -
i’render it :mval:ld for trave in Spain -and - China. U\ Lo
There is quoted herein a despatoh from the American X
5 . Consulat;, Axrbofage.s:? Chélzhdate% Felénﬁyﬂl;g 1940 an_d sets out
Y xS N i 19 aotivities.o 6, oubjec 5 oase.r*
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Y ;L -: o ﬂ,e.t ‘this port and “the mester repoz‘ted tha.t he needed e. mefssman t‘ox;f;_-
" the -orew and requested this Gonsulate to" provz.de ‘one '$€ . Bny wes Ny 1t
“i: “availeble,  Dr. Erben was then in this port ag:a’ ‘passenger:! frcn“- iz
"% % Valparaeiso to Callao’on the ‘Japanese:MS HEIYO MARU, and,- ‘since!”
i* ‘he had requested this Consulate's ‘assistance i.n‘ugning on‘an Ame
%ve Lo erican vessel, statingZthat he would do enz'bm.ng for the purpose: -,
7R -of returning £o the United States, he was tol about the vacancy °-
,;: -in the NIGHTIHGALE's orew and he promptly requested to be sibned eEy t&
: ..:-«_:. ¢~en. the vessdl -to fill the yacancye The master of the vessel, R -nt %
\ Captain LAURERCE B, PARKER  was egreeable to this .so Dr. Erben’’ S e
- begame a member of;‘ the vessel's crew,” and gailed southbound | onlt‘he 2158
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'-a\ EOS ‘\u e ¥, ~sﬂ'&hh..c R RGN B e e S L‘th\ '4&,!1\4
‘—::--_signed to persuade Oaptain&Parker to" discharge him from the vesso:
%iwhen iv roached the Panegia Cafial,-sthting ‘that when ho left the -
;. Gormun vessel USAKAMA at Busnos Aires, in which he:claimed to hava!
Lfbeen servingastaibhipteisiirgedn,iherhidasbeent permittedyonly to .’
‘trbx‘ing the khaki imiform he ‘was wearings and thet withdonly this, &
> “oYothing he could not brave the rigor of winter in HNew York. - He’;

- . ¥

7. [ thought if he could be discharged from the NIGHTINGAIE at Panama ".‘;;

" he would be able to support himself with the ‘wages he had~ = 77
; -,earned (some :325 00) until he:could catch'a vessel bound for Calif- EAR
.I &, . .ornia where the{ clunq.tefwould :bp milder,  end where ha ‘ha.dmriends '”’ LRSI

. ik

.a;~ > 47 who, ‘would  he When asked.who,thefriends’ §ore-hé. mentioned:*:

i f é"ﬁ:’:% "v.,‘.*g“‘i ',.';. *the - names“ofzgrr?,vi the‘taotgr,, ‘and . Ernest)flemingway, the authoré A
X with whot'“he  had “gdne’ to ‘Spaifi 46’ fight in" the rbeent civil Wary TEY S

o f;‘\rg :%*‘#@mwin thatogountry.é~Dr v Rrben:was: informed-shab: tho»Coneglqte‘hadwno e‘g'm
-if.j';v‘. R - duthority to induce- ‘Captain Parker’ or the Canal Zone ‘suthorities ‘3
et "to let him sign off there. He returned to the vessel and sailed .
‘ ‘_ nor'ch in it when it departed f‘x‘om this port on February Bth. -;’,‘, 7 ‘.{:~
: e‘th;\?cta talgt ng%rhalm cgned at the Congu.}ate on E;b—

ruer 0 : 0P OX at he egome very:suspicious.o ema.n
_'-A E J"ﬁl\"'(l)t' rben) v&uéﬁ' he héd aigned on‘ﬁ"ere wh:xe soﬁth’bound.g He re-
3 s W\ ported thag upon-reaching Velparaiso:Dr,. Erben was:met by’ a,,ls:r o:'j_n
R A déle ation té;rom “thé axjg:mbers “of t}éﬁ erew’ og :he ‘German sailirg™s :
RSy I »_,;,,\ mg‘“\y _‘L pe<refug exe,. and that the, rqssion.i.,'v
. : #g‘&ﬂ’ ~*h d%as v .Yl)r. “Erbe ‘sz ¥ " §w.n of". considerabi?gimportmoe,
.g-v‘to t)xem gudging ‘by +the :defererive "they showed him end the ‘number:of 15
4orNazi 'salutes given ‘to him, ¢While" in’ Valparaiso Dr. Erben,  when not* ',
*.doing his"jbdb on the NIGHTINGALE,: spent all ofihis ‘time-aboard-; =4
3% “the German vessel or Pg?otographing .en he_‘could train his'*- x4
N “’ ,': ivecamera onei:,Ca ker-said he ob ain & boat and went around™
¥ -¢.9'-‘.N'u fthe’Chilean ba tlash:.p ‘LATORRE -photographing it from-stem to” ‘sterx
C e ghy, o Yhen the :NIGHTINGALE -called.at Coquimbo northbound Dr. Erben was .
BEER 5‘4@; ‘again'met “by~a.large dlegation of: Germe¥, *and’ Ceptain’ Parkercga;ine,d

+~the impression that he was well known eﬁd appeared to be a men;of .
“fance 't modt nefbers’ «gf tge)@dlogatxm"‘ . At this port Dré] Erben: Tousy
‘photographed ever 1nisight ‘i.ncluding 4he American yéssel: ﬁ

~:4Vhich he Was ser‘nng." Cap din“Parker!s:suspiocion’ of .Dr, "Erben
o ‘,A‘,‘\Jcreasod tmd, ‘8ince he dmew e wab com:.ng to Anto fegasta t6 ehip;'
i 08rgo | of 4,800"tons of copper ‘which: mll"probably evenwal'ly find; *“'g;g{v :
‘(g.w dts way to the«&llies in’ :the” Eurgpean, war, he’ gave® ‘orders to thet+* i !
o .shipts-officers to keep’a sharp watoh over:Dr. Erben and'not™ m.vbr

»:him access-to:gertain parts-of .the ship. Afterward, sthe® cm,o
.iv+' Engineer reported thut. Erben attemyted to gain access with his" oéxnex:a.* ord
i . to the engine room; “This was’ not permi’cted because’ the" NIGH‘I’INGA.IE '. S
"is one of the pew Maritime Commission: freighters:.said to . have some’ "y-_:
new developmen s in the qggine room, >Striot orders were imparted'to
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Py ca' ta.in Peikor said that srben ‘had taken
: :tho i]uea ‘his disohar 50 ‘af- the Canal Zone, and ad been t_ol
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stop to ‘bunker,> the- appropria'co off‘ioiah would not. be % 08 hand %o 7

‘v.*m%“wwthawwuxemv@ A 4% i
“s,,- - "Héwever, Captain Parker stated to the undersigned '(',hat
“# “tha*discharge could be effected while his vessel was bunkering alir ol
: ‘ 'k'\' ‘provided it .should be agreeable to the euthorities, and”requested this .
b '\:“35 e of “Consulate to. commnicate withthe authorities:of the. Csnal Zons . and e
, ﬁ“’gﬁ“?i-rowost “thent *bovinrom him«ix o fhj.e o.x‘rival therehit'o%hommymay
5;‘ "‘nabo ‘d.i.sdhax‘éodz 1c ‘Parke i‘eel ssn'e t]mt Erben . 1@* & German. "
5 !X'-“"s@eixt aespi‘bé ‘hie" stéﬁms’u axﬁé.’mz‘élizod Amé'rican, an?i"ho*wlsho
R Lt prodeed aqoor ore shes adyance notioo fro ) e‘
-*%3%’ SCasel Zon”g d%thof-‘iigﬁg @f%&y f‘:zxsgétd'ohow’*ﬁ:rben"'b disphﬁrgo{i"
‘ ’ there he cen teke action w}nch ‘would not:tend to arouse Erben 's aug=. -
picion that he is suspeot of ‘being” the” agent of a foreign power..s*t
= attempting to’ gain. aocoss‘ to the Canal.' No communication has been's
‘_to any guthorities of the.Canel, but’a copy of this degpe.tch ‘has boen..
eqnt LTI Uy Eﬁbassy a.’q }’e.n,ama-’for \anyvactj,on deemeq“by it’,to,.b 88D %
. . g, o Byt gl POPERRIA ; -'
f?af,‘ﬂi? *Y- dwl s,b;.‘ '“’ ‘&N}"’;‘?@;“:‘t‘?‘ié‘fg( . AZ; &b."lt'}..,’ "?

B e additi, arker ort that xben. pho Ot
raﬁ's&'&%ryﬂ\iﬁg g%énﬁ “ﬁért l‘k'é"it Agiofa,gast E g0 5& .\x:h
ﬂié"éopper loading" opqr‘atfons"m "i:he MNIGHTINGALE, “the® undereignet f’ Ak T
pbéerveda sertain’ activityaon ' ‘hia “part which was: mteresbing *Dup=
.:ng ‘the 'afternoon -of Februgryﬁth‘at ‘about/3:00 otclook, Dr. Ex‘ben

fil@h was soon’ egztem.ng “the’ Germen’ Soenk tOgether with the’ ,leader,,ofu g

.‘

Fin et Gersan Nagl “party here, who: ig‘g“dpman nbtional.. Had:Dr Rf=x
g -.,‘ ben wished to.obtain exohange oi‘ -money- ‘it seems likely thut he woul
Gl fidveteffooted 'the dtransaotion’ 48"thé strost Mere & mors

o Tateé ‘could be had. . In
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L “ During ‘thé" oonvouatigns had mth m-. Erben oertain lnte;-‘~
' esting infdrmation was received, but {t must be takenint¢' dopount ;¢
© that it was sl 1 'the result:of.his own “statemoiits. His’metheér,tifo=i". %",
" hana -Erben resides in _Vienna at ‘IIT Aronbergring .19, end- haa,.,'two‘ :
sons in the Germen army now on ‘active duty after: sorving 1 the: rql-
ish caupaign. "Just before .the Munich: orisis’ he was visiting- 13 KL
moﬂzer, and he was instructed to. repox't to - army headquarters. : Ba did
.,and he was given a renk in the medioal oorps, outfitted with, a unigs
2 ‘form and aogoutrements, . m@ old: n\m should bresk’ ,oqt he m gto, ":; ‘
s ort ab,a'.08F ain hoap ta], 5- ay' rations,
,"‘ ixgg‘i:‘iateaeoa‘tsb’; ¢ ot ati‘:gh}‘gl ag “Amt u:an e&tizeh“»‘ﬁuﬁ%ﬁ,,
- was told! "you were. «bom a Geme.n, you:- are of Gorman race,”you-are: §’
™ German, ‘Bad you elways ¥ill be @ German.¥' Dr. Erben’ admitted pa.r-'*f?
ntioipa “Ahe, Bp&nuh civikm sand .the: prosentmntlﬁ,qﬁ,ﬁn s
" :Lna, g: rep*oz‘ted ’that ‘l:ho only Q aq{'he ould"'get 9\:’9'01‘ Ge .
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vigg' to plaoe h{mself ,uﬂdexv’the orders “of %he Germsn Mnsre 1ty snd
B - ship 43 surgaon oncou Gema.giahip. "He' a;:at:g‘tgat vhen hot:ee«;.hod
R Ty rynen resumab ISUKALA, , r the R
¢ “'é':x' o&ggroaﬁ* gf’wg,&m& lear:edpthg.t it haa beoome unlawf‘ul for A.meri-“
: "'moan citizeéns to serve in belligerent vessols he left the vessel -
ERDA) unfas ,ily ~*However, he was considered by Gorman officie.ls. at:
2Xe Bu 85 Aipes to be on active duty end was told to prepare o ‘be re- ..
turned tOcGemany for further servide. He then received orders to: L ~? )
;; repox‘t* £a_the .German TACOMA but he Jiover did this becauge the vessel o =
e s\, bedgme - embroiied.¢insthe GRAF. SFEE affeir ond wasinterned” 14 U’z’ugﬂay""%" K
¥ ,t‘& :Hemrepor:te “that" he"then, asked t}x%scemamoft_zcia].q ~BuenoS Aired A .
A Q; = $(not’ s{:atﬁ.ng whether”of" the‘German ‘Embéssy or others for pemisslom;" by
. -y;«};\'ﬁw Sogreturnista Ge y»dgy. -hissown meens: wHis petition was-granted- soi'.
“he ‘said because tIvam on active: duty with the German Admiralty"'a,nd
-4t réalized th.t ’I wo:ld have & better chance ‘of returning to Gerd
R (,' many and resuming service th:t way ‘that -if I went to sea from Buonos P

.,
(2.0

Aires on a Germen vessel which would almost cortainly be_sunk.". ‘He .
. saild that he' s.dopted this procedure’ to get away from ‘[Zhe Germa.ns :\
o J»Jand«roa ‘the ited Statesy His subsequentrconduot 1long . the we 1t e
":'g,‘ {;}i‘?{f r°°°‘5t o ﬁph America dogs pot'ihe@.r out his’ dosire to i?.%era.to *s'?é* I:S"
VAL hinmelf h‘om £ontao§ mth,,Germans s gbut he, claims thathe - mist cmn-,,L R R
“tinne o’ put ‘on an act’to’ obviate roprisa.ls ;ga.inet thoss "I Love™ 7“ :
0:<8ras» rea rmapy,.,-g Jvhen.xhe; ache Valpar.aiao, Dr,..,Erbe A
;Qelpg’:?bs “thaf he- reoezvéd oxders: 'hovrepo?g toa Geman vessel-in’ Tel R?;g%;@ .
s .cehuano and put o sea when ‘it ‘did.: He ‘claimed vHat. he: disregarded o
“ithese orders and:emberked as & passenger on ‘the Jépanese HEIYO MARU . ““"
.- in an attempt’ to return to the United States. "If he fears roprisﬁl
a.inst xel;tl 8. ‘i Germany it sppeurs’ that d}sregardlng -orders;. ‘¢
;vg dxoe lent .Wey ito! brinq thein about.- Dx's :EBrben, is nc‘g, of
cour§‘e, fhg“his’ Svho{e s¥ory. " The fact th:t Dr.Brben 1s ofi*the. .  ©°
34British. J.i.st ofvguspeot Germen hgbnis,: as rep9rtod by the ‘Briti.sh COn
": eul hero,’is "'alno's:.gnlﬁoe.nt.--d"“{'&' Neap T AL :

I(’

+ 2 o ,p e!- X M.~.-‘: L3 PRI SRy VAT IR "l':-»_-k
"*p It was o'bsery;‘d owevef‘?'thdt 6":01':‘18".;{s ecf to- savav&:\’réry ‘5006. oezer
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foL T * 'The SS NIGHTNGALE transited the " Paneama Cannl *on “Féb-
L ~ruary 14, 1940 bouhd for New: York. «The subject-was eboard the’ ahip
when it left this diatriot., "His" name .appears on the crew list as*
-, messran end he is listed es’an Auatr.‘..an, Age 42. Yo other descrip—
. .'.v—*—t.i.on a" the Subject is available.(L .
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AT TEW YORK C‘ITY wil], gnako an ot‘é‘ort ~to- detenﬁins G "P‘_‘”
what" the *abtiv:d‘.iee “ofsDrs Erben areafter he’ arrived*‘fm‘ [fr O3 S
04ty An"view ofthls” suspioims"éo‘bions Yérirduts and }iis 'back’goxinﬁ wh‘i'oh
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'- :.v“General staff.Corps . :
£°N. Aesistant Chief of smr, g—a PN
W wﬂoadquax-toru Second Corps Area, -‘tr’Ly(u oA
7 ornora land, New York. . 35T
:.:N L'-.J\-rt e e de ] \.-‘.”'.').R -vw iw HERMANN%R
pE W doar C°7-°n°1 30"' SR 'ESPIONAGE T ,
. . .. ""vvﬁ-,,_ Ve :
- rhmk you for your- letter of February 29, 191.0, encloa-'{
1nforqation ¢:¢m¢ernin'§fw Ir. HERIIANN Fo, ERBKN. LL.. .
’sj-“f;- r; o4 PORRLIAS g (G X o:.-“‘f;;,"-‘;u.\ . ors .&
w.. . in. . This otﬁc'e hana. condm»éonaide}able mwatization“' '
mconoerning Dy ERBEN, and’ a‘report” mg information’ ob-
“tained 48 now in t.ha' oourse of typing.,
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, m. mmm firat came’ t.o £ 'menuon of the aqr R
5 eomeotion with ‘an ;neged m\;ziw on the high seas occm‘ring Anai gt

v February . of. 1937on:the. 8. rest’ Melwah of. the Moore-3cCormaok !
“'1ives, e, ERBEN. &t that’ tihe Ing under &n &eétig&ﬁon ié,tbe

R _..'v
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.. s Ing engaredidn Compmntatiqactivitienabourd b :ehipe s Fo; m-;y,; Y

: oution wes ever “snatituted $h connection with this ‘shésge, (Yors
cently Dr. ERBEN has agair come to the ‘attention of theRureaun”
qa & reportsd Cerman agent,”and:.in ;conne otion therwith tm:u-«»

tionhgng,;tgggp";_ duct d. a;‘;' TES d _,.X.A-i.’
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ; ‘
»"\ - DIRECTOR . \‘
" . Federal Burca of Luuestigation
) . - Tnited States Depastinent of Justi
. ARAT Mashington, D.E.
. March 1, 1940
HEKORANDUK FOR UR. E. A.
. ) 4
O Re: DR. HERYANN F. ERBEN
\.- ESPIONAGE .
‘ :
7‘ % called and cdvised that &7‘
Dr. Her definitely arrived in this -
country; thallgs Branch 484, Commerce ‘
Building, of the e inspection and Navigation
Bureau, knows where hetis.
Respectfully,
/f/Zra,cmw
A., Rosen
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JQHN EDGAR HOOVER

OIRECTOR
) . .
Fedrral Burean of Tuuestination
t - -
Muited States Department of Justice
gy

11!;ml;im,{tuu, 0.¢.

March 19, 1940

EAT:LCJ
2:28 PYM

VEWORANDUY FOR_THE | ]

Mr. Fletcher Farren of the State {
Department called and advised that Docior Herman
F. Erben is in the City today and was at the LSS
Passport Office at the time of this call. He
said that Erben evidently plans to return to New
! York tonight, and that he is stopping at 64 Hudson
. Street, Seamen's kission, Hoboken.

Ur. Woerren suggested that it might
be possible to locate Doctor Erben this gofternoon.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN FRANCISCO

FILE NO. 65-26

. S L ST '
REEE R Ny 32 4 ICL R SONS 0 Sr S Y

REPORT MADE AT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

TITLE:

DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
MADE WHICH MADE
3-20-40 3-6,11-40
CH/RACAER 3
DR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, with aliases ESPIONAGE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

'

Subject born in Vienna, 1897, immigrated to
‘the United States in 1924, naturalized in

San Francisco in 1930.

him by American Consulate General, Buenos
Alres December 1939 for immediate return to
United States; passport taken up February 20,

1940, upon his landing in New York.
presently care of German Seamen's Mission,

Last passport issued

‘Subject

64 Hudson Street, Hoboken, New Jersey, waiting
for duplicate seaman's papers to sail as a ship
surgeon on March 11l. W

-RUC -

v

y3-7

REFERENCE: Report of Special agent (B B detes ¥ b
‘ at Canal Zone, February 19, 1940; Bureeu 1§tter T
p Q’)/!,g dated March 5, 1940, ?L%' Ll U
ST TR AGENCY} D n
b REQ, REC DA
, J L BEP'I 'ur'.\‘-.. . :
/ . \ sl (BC\ == :
g ; A MAR 23 1340 |
+PPROV. : tCIALe ) -
/gﬂ ; 77 ( DO_NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
; %‘T— L4/ t3% .
s IJ L g L 2 - l =
2-New York T Y
-5an Francisco 2-Newark . 0;‘9’.]:( MAR 2 2 A{\y' : ‘.¢
®L~-1os Angeles 2-Wash. Field 1 N e U | -
2-New _Orleans l---’f‘8 ONEWW° Y;l\j‘s\\ - -
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AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

In complience with the request set out in the refer-

ence report to obtain from the files of the State Department a T ‘
complete background of this subject, Agent inspected the State W F
pepertmont voluminous files on DR. HERMANN FREDERICK FRBEN, Vi
which file MR. FLEICHER WARREN, of the State Department, made L
available to Agent for inspection. ) i

MR. WARREN informed Agent that DR. ERBEN has been
the subject of much correspondence end that his activities . et
have been quite troublesome to the Department end to the ’ M
Cconsular Service; that a1l informetion tronsmitted to the ~ v
State Department by its verious Consul represontatives has =
been submitted to the Federal Burenu of Investigation from
time to time so that the Fedoral Bureou of Investigation
file on this subjoct should contein practically all of the ‘
information reflected in the file of the State Deportment. .

-

|
\
\
‘ i
In sddition, the file of tho State Department re- o
flects that passport number 2n2 wes issued to HERMANN FREDERICK |
ERBEN on December 1, 1939 by the American Consulate General at
Buenos Aires. In his cpplication for passport, subject declared - |
that he was born in Vienna, December 15, 1897, immigrated o the ‘
United States on February 10, 1924, snd was naturalized on
November 10, 1930 in the United Stetes pistrict court at san |
Francisco, California, certificate of paturelization being ‘l
3,446,093, His pessport number 272 was taken up by the ) o
Immigretion Authorities on February 20, 1940, upon his landing o
in the port of New York on the S.S. NICETING'LE, the samo-- B >
being validated for his return to the United States bvefore =
March 1, 1940. Attached to the applicetion for passport was . ‘3
an Affidavit To Overcome Presumption Of Non-Citizenship, executed
by subject on February 1, 1939, at Busnos Alrcs, wherein he
declared that since naturslization he resided in the following
|
\
\

countries:

From December 1930 to April 1831, ship Surgeon on , , :
McCormick Lifie, S, S. WEST NOTUS; from Septembor o
1931 ‘to January 1933, Ship Surgeon on Dollar Line, a
SS. PRESIDENT GARFIVLD; from February 1933 to o
- october 1933, trevoling in Far East doing research




Nt .

work in tropical diseases; from December 1933
Yo April 1935, post graduate study in medicine -
- at Vienna, Austria; from April 1935 to Septem- R
" ber 1935, traveling in India as surgeon with -
the Ausirn-American-Trans-Asiatic =xpeditior;
frcm September 1936 to September 1937, shic
surgeon con Mc{ormick Line, S. S. WEST MARWAH;
from March 1937 to November 1937, war surgery
work with British Red Cross in Spain; from
December 1937 %o larch 1938, war surgery work
with Chinase Red Cross in China; from QOctober

1938 to April 1939, visiting sons at Germany 1
and attempting to get them cut of that country; R
from May 1932 to July 1939, visiting flancee in CTa

Belgium and traveling in Germany; from July 1939
to November 1939, ship surgcon on Gorman vessel
"USSUKUMA" traveling to South Africa end, upon
outbreak of war, to Bahia Blance, Argentine.

The file reflects that after subject's discharge
from the German Steamship "USSUKUMA", he arrived in January,
1940, in Valparaiso where he presented himself to the American
Consulate General, seeking relief and transportation back to
the United States as a destitute American seaman. The State
Department took his request up with the Controller General
of the United Statas, who ruled that subject was not entit ad
to relief end transportetion as a destitute Apmerican seaman,
in view of the fect that he has not served on an American
vessel since 1937,

The file also reflects an inter-office memo-. &,
randum dated February 9, 1940, to the effect that the ’
naturelizetion of DR. ERBEN has been under investigation
for some time by the Immigration Authorities and thet a
recommendation was made to the Attorney General thut ERBEN'S
naturalization bes canceled es having been illegally end . )
fraudulently procured and that hc canceled his absence from
the Unitod States during the fivc-yeer period preceding his
neturalization, durliig which poriod he served as a member of
the crews of forcign vessels. In this connection it is noted
thet the Bureeu of Immigretion and Nsturalization, Department
“Yof Lebor, received a telegrem dated March 6, 1940, from
.jassistant District Director ARMSTRONG, San Francisco, advising

Ly

Py ...“;.-:;;..-;;.‘;‘.-'.-'.-JJ.;',.‘-:..&::.;:a;,::'.;.:-..;.m¢;.~;-~u-.?«- e s we seislnii ..u..ua‘«.ﬁm.. Sbeea.zt DL
. P

T
-




SRR S e e e e e A L £ O ien A AR VY el S D N e S et e Fion e B e e AT 4k T kB T s Rl T 2
T g

5}

e t0
’

, . ; . |
the date for trial of the suit to cancel subject's cortifi- 'E
cate of naturalization was set for May 7, 1940, bofore United S
_States Judge LOUDERBECK at San Francisco, California. X :
A Oy
In compliance with Bureau letter dated March 5, ’ ‘
1940, Agent interviewed MRS. LILLIE J, WILKINSON, Central
Records Section, Bureau of Marine Ipspection end Navigation, ‘
Department of Commerce, who informed that HERMANN FREDIRICK \
ERBEN, pernenent residence 353 .Geary Street, San Frencisco,
California, held the following seamen certificates:

>

Seaman Protection Certificate number 5,290,

issued hin at the port of San Francisco, on v
July 5, 1934. ,

Continuous discherge book 06,863 and certifi-

cate of service as surgeon number E 25,771,

issued him et the port of New Orleans on

February 10, 1937.

|
MRS. WILKINSON informad Agent that subject requested
her Bureau by letter of Februery 285, 1940 and Merch 4, 1940,
that duplicate cortificates be issued hin in lieu of his |
original certificates which he claimed had been taken up at : \ |
the time he applied for passports in 1939 end 1935; that he }
had = position offered him as a ship surgecn onh the S, S. P
CASTILLA of the United States Fruit Company, sailing from the }
port of New Ycrk on March 11, and that in order to be able to -t
sign on, he must produce originals or duplicates of his )
Lo seamen's papers. MRS. WILKINSON informed Agent that sub ject
who gave his address care of Germen Seamcu's Mission, 64
Hudson Street, Hobuken, New Jersey, had boen advised by the
chief of the Burcau of Marine Iaspaction and Navigation to ..
, report to the United States Shipping Commissioner, at 45
Broadway, New York City, cn Merch 8, 1940, and there oxecute
the necessary affidavit in crder that duplicates of his sea-
men's certificates night be issued him. This icformation
was, on March 6, 1940, relayed by teletype 1o the New York
office, with the suggestion that appropriate investigation
be institutod with the above-mentioned addresses on hend,
rogarding subject's activities.

- In connection with this case, the attentions of

&
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the Sen Francisco and New York Offices are directed to fpe :

3 vostigavive reports rendered by the San Franciscc,/New ) ;

Orleans, and Weshington Field Offices in 1937 inAhe case
~ entitled, "HERMANN FREDERICK FRBEN, M.D., alisg#s: Dr.
Hernman S{ Erben, Herran FroderickK-Erben; LLOYDYUSINGER |
(S. S. West Mahwah)., Character - ESPIONAGE - MUTINY ON o
THE HIGH SEAS". ‘

R =

\

Referred Upon Completion to the Office of Origin. lk




e S

_JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
v DIRECTOR

al Bureau of Iuvestigation
tates Bepartment of Jugtice

: ; ‘e Mashington, B. €.
RIS iarch 18, 1940
T aRged

2:55 P.M.
S .. % . _MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. TAMM S
ur. Fletcher Warren of the State Departiment b b

" called with reference to our letter of March 16, in
which was enclosed a report dated 2/15/40 concerning L
Dr. Hermaon I‘rederickOErben and L. A, Iangille. S

P ¥r. Warren ezpressed his appreciation for .. - . . "
that report, and said that there is one point in the "~ el
report which might possibly be of importance and might T o 1
bear further checking. He said that in checking on P
Dr. Rudolph)Scharf, 850 Park Avenue, whom Erben had R

" gtven a8 TeJerence, it was found that Dr. Scharf was8 -~ 7 ..o
born in Austria. He said that Erben is from Vienna, RIS

_and that Dr. Scharf's wife was also born in Vienna, e
SehaTf s e

;o and that it occurred to him.that perhaps Mrs. :
. .ts Erben's sister. .. - . ...
L ‘ - ’ e 'j_ .',-:_R‘espectfully, ;
' Y. 15V A, BOSEN o :
S,

L, EHECORDMD—
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. THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN FRANCISCO

%
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NY FIIE NO. 65-1715 _ MER

}  TREFORT WADE AT, ~ DATE MADE Ff/;RmD‘/ REPORT MADE BY
. : | 2/24,29740; e S
] NEW YORK, NIV YORK 3/18/60 | 3/1,4,5,6/40 . n
p e -} , CHARACTER €
4 IR. WERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, with aliases - ESPIOMAGE ... A} ’
§ g ‘ »

|| SYNOPSIS OF FASTS:

Subject arrived New York City 2/20/40 as mess man
A ) on the S. 5. Nightingale from Antofagasta, Chile,

and is presently residing at 6/ Hudson Street, _ ‘
B Hoboken, New Jersey. Background of subject ob- 3 RN 3
. tained. On 3/5/40 subject voluntarily. called at . E 1

e
> .

B . . “the New York Division furnishing his account of g
. activities, claiming that he is presently motivated i
' " by a desire to ma intain his good standing in the - : R

R " eyes of the German government in order that the : : |
7 . safety and freedom of his mother and two sons who ' i
., now reside in Germany may be protected. Denies ¢

; any espionage activity - and explains friendship i
W w ith various German agencies due to his advertised ;
. - loyalty to Germany. Claims to be loyal American 4 t
/' ~ citizen and presently desirous of obtaining employ- _ T | %

E

{

ment as a ship's doctor. W . N e

g B b’& o v

ew York City, 2/15/1.0. RS
: B canal Zone, 2/19/40."
Vhshington'Fiel,d office, 3/6/40« ¢_ ...

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent
. Report of Special Agent
N 4 Telegram to New York Office lrom

e e SN

DETATLS: - AT _NEW YORK, MEW YORK

| I At the Boa rding Diviskon, Bureau of Immigration, South .
] i.. .Ferry, agent examined a copy of the arrivel manifest of the S. S. e LB
- Nightingale of the Grace Li?e vhich arrived at .New York City on Febru— IR
/
[l

ary 2 0, 19‘1.0.‘ ﬁc?ordin " the record there appears the supplementary . o~
t E)J(U randaia
\‘) - '/ /7 ,'_l[t,ui 65:: 13 —
GOPIES OF THIS REPRT: ./ AV (bl LS tii- U

'5) Burea 5 New York .

2 San Fifncisco (1 col. F. X. Fpss, - FEOERAL BURFAL OF INVESTIGA
2 L1os A¥Eeles ) G2, Governors Is., NpY.} "
2 Lo ifion Field (1 Commander D.B. pow n r,l - MAR 21 1940

aval Dis !‘H: ’ ) LSO
s Dbt JhilMd

JI)E Newark (Information)  O.N.I., 3rd




o "0f HERMAN F. ERBEN as a member of the crew engaged on Janu-
y 26, 1940, at Antofagasta, Chile, as a mess man, There wag 5o
ord. in the manifest indicating ERBEN's New York addreas., AL

wil _the ‘personnel office of the Grace Line, Pier 57, @&
Shioclerk, stated that the line had no record of ERBEN

P ember of the crew. She stated that his salary rate
was 455 per month as a mess man but that she had no record of his
prcsent addr ess and inasmuch.es he had neglected to furnish a
Social Security number at the time of his engagement her records
were very incomplets concerning him, wo'

Inasmuch ' 2s ERBEM had given an a ddrcss in care of Drctor
HL‘U)LHI\SCHARF, 850 Perk Avenue, at the timo he was interviewed
by the fmeri i

ioan o ost
. b,y

; , i telephone ca 11 under pretext to Doctor SCHARF!s of-
2 "fice (Tclephone: BUtterfield 8-3930) developed the information
i thot Docter SCHARF ha d no a ssociation or connection with Doctor
3 ERBEN but thnt Doctor ERBEN moved a round & great deal and accord- ' :
ingly gave Doctor SCHARF's address in order that he might have a L
i permanent mailing address. Doctor SCHARF, who furnished the above -
¥, information, also stated that Doctor ERBEN was admitted to practice
3 g - in the states of New York, Louisiana, and Washington, and was now
i
3
%
:
3

living somcwhere in Hoboken, New Jersey. e -

R

il L .

An examination of the 1938 Directory of the. American
Hedlcal Association revealod the fact that poctor ERBEN is listed
therein, but his present address is stated ‘to be unknown. It ap~
pe a rs that Doctor ERBEN w as born in 1897, attended the medical L
school of the University of Viennz, gradusting in 1925, and was - &+
licensed to practice medicine in New York City in 1926, His last ’
knovm addr uss was given as 507 Wost Stroot, New York City. ta_ R

¥
g,

)

“AY the office 'of th

a2l Grievance

Committec, 80 Contre Strect, : advised . L -
that there w 2s no rocord of Docto? ; is regls— - 5.7
tgntion fec from 1938 to the prosent timc any record - gt .
] complaint filed against him. plained that a L
tor once 1icensed could still e ne in New York

hout paying » registration foe but thet his neme would not be - °
sted unless he did pay a registration fee of $2,00 annunlly. M
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e 1t the New York Times Morguc o file was locoted on A
NDoftor HERM.NN F. ERBEN vhich consistcd of scveral clippin:s, Thc .
fi’st clipping was d atod Jammery 18, 1931, from the Now York Tincs
of fthnt dnte ~nd corr icd an article under the date linc of Monto~
‘video, January 17, 1931, reporting the arrivel of Doctor HERMANN :
F. ERBEN of San Francisco to study discasos characteristic of N
South Micrican count ries. It was stated that Doctor ERBEN was :
cornissioncd by the Pacific Institute of Tropical Medicine, the Gcorge :
William Hooper Foundation for Medicel Res carch, and the University b
of California, h - : ;

The mxt-"clipping is from the Mew York Times under the ) |

&3 date linc of Cal\t;ztta, India, September 12, 1935, and rcports that ;
3 on: Doctor H. FMERBEN, a noturalized American of Austrian birth, g

14 was triod beforc the Chief Presidency hiagistrate on September 11 on
o chor ge of posscssion of o revolver and cartridgzes without a

licensc. Doctor ERBEN was fincd 300 rupces on this chorgo and,
ha vinz refused to pay his finc, was scentenced to threc months

rigorous imprisonrent. The article further stated that Doctor

ERBEN clrimed thot he had motoroed to India from Vicnna with two
compnnions via Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Khyber Poass; that he

ho ¢ no knowledge that it was illegal to have ~n unliconsed re-
volver and upon & scerteining tha t such vas the fact he ha@ deposited
his revolver at the office of the American consul. ta
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The next clipping was from the New York Herald Tribunc of
November 23, 1933, ~nd rccorded tho arrivel in New York City of
Doctor HERMANM F.”ERBEN, on itincrant rcscarch specialist of tropi- .
col discasgs, with 1,000 monkeys, aboard the tmericon plonecr .
freighter City of Rayville on Novamber 22. Thc article stated that
Doctor ERBEN ho¢ been avay from Amecrica for two ycars on an Austro-
American trans-.sisn expedition and had troveled in Persia, French
Indo—China, frabia, and India, but vies reticent about his expericntel
deelining to divulge any of his rosearch findings in connection with?
tropical diseasos such as black-woter fever and nmzalaria, and stated:
that he wished to consult first with research specialists bofore
m king any statoments for publication. The article further quotes
Doc tor ENBEN a s stating that he frequently made journeys to sea
28 a ship's surgeon for a2 year at & time to save sufficient funds
to contimic his rcscarch work. The article also describes Doctor
ERBEN's trip aboard the freighter from Assam, India, with 1200 -
monkcys, rocountingz his @{fficvltics w ith thom since approximately : .
100 diod during the trip, Doctor EXBEF performing autopsies and P
finrlly hnving some 30 skulls,which he claimed had rescarch value, .
over which he had fifficulties in the New York Customs Office. .
ctor ERBEN is quoted os stating that the monkeys were costined for y ..
scarch use in New York hospitals. Doc tor ERBEN was also quoted - | S
indicating that he would like to volunteer for medical service kOt
Ethiopla. { ' ’ ' _ ,
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. “rhe- next clipping wos from thc New York Heral¢ Tribune of
lorch §, 1936, and reported the cecth of Doctor ERBEN under o datc .
linc of laroh 2, 1936, a2 t Celeutta, it bein; stated that Doctor :
EHBEN ¥as fowx unconscious in a railwey train ncar Caleutte. (Al

: The next clipping is also from the New York Herald Tribune, _

this time dated May 13, 193 6, and contains an interview with Doctor s

ERBEN in which he denies the foregoing report of his death. Doctor

ERBEN stated that he had been in Vienna at the time and had not been

in Indin for more than six months. In the interview Doctor ERBEN -

stoted that he had been plenning to go to Ebhiopia in the swedish

Red Cross Unit but had been detained due to ¢ifficultics over rencwal

of his possport, vhich according to tho article was No. 248504. He

was quoted &8 stating that he was prresently living at 550 west 20th

Street, New york City, having arrived on Saturcay preceding May 13,

1936. He ha ¢ arrived at Baltimore from Homburg on the day pre= .

ceding anc had cone to Now York City from Baltimore. Doctor ERBEN -

is described as being a strongly built, affable sort of fellow, with ?

- horrn—rinme¢. glasses, who was born in Viennn, November 15, 1897. He o

. . is quoted as- stating that he hac been in the Austrian army from &

o 1913 to 1919, during which his family at home was informed that

he ha¢ diec in battle, an erroncous rcport which he lator cleared

up. After the wer he graduated from the School of Medicine at the 5

Univorsity of Vienna anc won 2 fellowship to study metabolic rescarch i

ot Morristown, Mew Jersey. He moved to Mew York City in 1923; where :

he stuctice gencral P2 relysis work at wordts Island Hospital, and i

‘then bccame associated with the Pacific Instituse of Tropicel Medi- v

cine. He traveled for this institute in this country, South i
;
i
:

ey

P

;mericz, A pstralia, on¢ islands of the South Seas, and in 1930 was
comected with St. Joseph's Hospita "1 in San Francisco. For
scveral yeors he wes 2 ship's doctor, and then went to fisi2. Lfter
returning to Vionna to do postgracducte work, Doctor ERBEN lcd in
1934 a 20,000 mile overlend cxpedition from Vienna to Calcutta,
going through the interior of Arabia anc ‘Afghanistan, finally Tre-
turning to New York City in October of 1935 with 1000 ponkeys. & :
copy of this 1latter clipp ing was later obtained from a different -
source and is being placed in the New York Division file.

Cuge  Renikg e{{{ [P e . c

, It was oscertained that t he adcress at 507 Wost Streot
¢ _Soamen's jLuse Anncx of tho New Yar k Y. M. C. O et
T on intervicw stated that TG
SIBED, Wno 15 Kno BEN, first stayed ab the Annex in
Moy, dJunc, anc hugust of 1936; that he subscquently returned April 22,
1938, and remaincd antil April 2 7, at which time he went to the West
Cacst. The la st registration card shows ERBEN as age 41 and his =~ .
4 ship as Tristram Barber Line, and his occupntion as ships sur=.-. e
n. His nearest relative js stated to bo Doctor RUDOLPH SCHARF» -~ §© '
park Avenue, New York City. (A_ . ST

QAT 8080 S S RS 4o A LA P .
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Istated that he distinctly recallec Doctor:

N been Y scen numcrous nevispaper clippings concarning
, one having to o with his being sup posedly dead in Indis, apd
ho subsrqwntly ho¢ pas Sport troublc because the govermg ,

.E,:"l n bont "t onc timo, althou,jh he coulr‘ not rccnll the
nanc , ene that after the last tinc that Doctor ERREN staye? at the
fnnex he was enploycd for g ! Berna rr Macfadden's Health
Farn in l'ew York City. srccalled that Doctor ERBEN
uscd to corry a ecanmcra & ond had &4 large quantity of pic-
turcs which he hact taken in rts of the world on his
globe-trottins cxpeditions. #fstoted thot he had seen
o few of thesc picturcs and he impression that they wcre
"nostly concerned with boats and subjects of intercst to seancen
generally. He statecd that Doctor ENBEN wos very pro-German in his
attituce, but e ut “never ciscusscd politics, ¢ ond, in§
nenf, Was morc of an Intorna Liontl Then & fen v Y
and coulc not he classed ns a Nazi. He also recalled that Doctor
ERBEN rcceivcc. a few telephone czlls from the German con 11ts of-
fice sirnificance of which vwns_not known to g&
S0 recg.llcc’ that within the last two or three
‘telephoncd the 'Annex and inquired whother Doctor ERBEN was in.
This party sounr. cr like '~ nen who haé no ‘.pprcci':ble tccent anc had

¥

ol

also very vell ﬂcqualnt
’ 1on which was sccured from

The a diress at 550 West 20th Strcet, New York City, is
the Seancen's House ~ther hi- rherra 2Cc builcding de-
voted to seameni W z ~'vised that
accorcing to his apSeired ot the Sea-
nen's House Decerber '7, 1935, at whlch t.inc he stoted that he had
beon cischerged on November 30 1935, from the President Gorfield,

Pl -~C in his possession chppmns reporting Doctor ENBEN's

: nz the report of his death, as de-
scribed a bove, ; Ltated that he cistinctly. recallod Doctor
ERBEN as onc who war [ ussy and sonewhat of 2 nuisance. He-
rocalled thot Doctor ERBEN made a trip to Washington Decembor 7, :
11935, and returnod cbout throc days lator; that ot the timo he left
he left his bags inqhis. roon, as a result of which the house charged
hin $1.20 which Doctor ERBEN .omnderec’ to be unjustified oand which

ASRRALTUA brd @3 LB E I 0 1005107 oS e

Nis intervicy

he rcofuscd to pa y. stnted that Doctor ERBEN was vory
Misht? and had seiz 1s excuse to avoid paying his bill.
recalled that Doctor: ERBEN had an expensive camera but had
scen any photographs, although he understood that Doctor

EN had a large mmber of them. g _
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On Jarch 5, 1940, Doctor” EREEN called at the Yew York v

Division anc statud that there had been several people contactin:
hig throuwh Doctor SCIARF, that he assuniod th~t he *as un’er 4n~
Bt n ~ ora res S N ant Y
Fosh Rt ion B Py L P nof s I B 53 atERT e vag iRfornea
hat the Rurcav ha@ no comncction with his suspiclons reiording L
investisetion but-that if he desired to furnish any information it . T
v ould® be reeuived. Ho stated that he is presently livin; ot 64 o
my'son Strout , Hoboken, {uw Jersey, which is.the Gornman Lutheran
\ Scaments Home.  He sto ted that he arrived ot tew York City on -

\ mobrvary 20, 1940, on thc S. S. Mishtinrale.as a dishwasher and
followin: his arrival had been under investization by the 0ffice.
of Maval Intcllizvnce for havinz taken photo:raphs of the Graf Spee,
s o result of which he i turned thesc over to Comvvimder DOWMER
anC Commencer DOYEELR in turn had furnished him with o conplete sct
of the photogrophs which he thon had in his posscssion. p\

BN p -t te e oo -
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Roletive to himsclf, Dr. ERBEF stoted that he was born in S
\ vicnna, Lustriz, Novenber 15, 1897, and. cdurin: the war enlistod in -
tho fustrian Ity forces, servin; first in the inrinc Corps and bo~
in; wounceC thrce times in action. He statud that he hac been
Cecorates twice by the Gurnan cuthorities and four tioes by the _
‘Justrians. Followin: his discharze from the Aruy ~fter the war, he '
returne¢ to Vienna an? begzan to stuly at the University of Vienna. ta_ i

&

e Al B EVeAT

&

EXPEN was narried to orc CLAIRE \GOTTSCHALY from whon he : ‘ i

clains to have been rivoreed in 1934 and who is prcsently livinz in ’ N
Berlin, Germany, As & résult of this marriaze tvwo sons were born:
KURTAEIBEY, born in 192 O, and SI.IJTOS!ERBH\‘, born in 1922. Doctor ot
ERBEN statet! that he han? recently received ocvice to the effect that
both of these boys h~d enlisted in thce German froy an® that SANTOS

.- had enliste” for 14 ycorgs in the German ~ir forces. ERBEN stated
that his rother, JENNIE"ERBEF, prcsertly resides in Viennn; her
accress beins Vienna III, Arcnberzring 19. g )

o

e KL AZEEN AN AR A0 WA R s ks 4.

' Rcturnin: to his story of his carcer, Toctor EREM stated
that while he was attencdin:: school in Vicnna after the war he ran
out of n oney an” went to South /mcrica, spendinz somc tinme in
Rrazil on® thc Argontine. He knocked cbout in various places, , ) ‘
sailin~ uncer Itz 1lian pepers and Brazilisn papers for sowme years © ° 0 :
anéd finnlly cominz to the Unitcd States February 10, 1924. At T 3
that tine he went to Morrietown, Mow Jerscy, where he obtained a
conncction with the’nockofeller Foundation end ¢id work in hyper-~
tension in 2iabotes. He stated that it wos while he was so ongaged
thot he first becone acquaintec with Doctor WUDOLFH SCIARF who pres— .
ontly rnnintains his office at 850 Park Jvenuc and whose noxmc Doctor
EN has civon for many years as his permenent mailing address. a—-.

AR LIACEEL b TR TR S NR b e
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Doctar ERBEN statod ¢ hat in 1925 he roturncd to Viemns .- L%
' in 1R 6 raduated from the kodical School of the University of T

‘.\
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Vienna., Thot scne yeor he returned te the United Stoates ~nd ob-
tnfned a position as a doctor at Yard's Tslan®, Mew York City,
vrger Superintencent C. FLOYD HAVILAND, who is now Qcacd. This
po8§ition wes under Civil Service and lasted until 1927 vhen he ob~
taincd a position a~s Senior Assistant Physician in the Brstern
Stete Yospital at Jockson, Loulsiama. [q

Doctor ERBEM stated that he went to Iovisiana, took up
his fvtics ~t the Hospitel, oncd took ~n’ po sse? the Loulsinna
Stnte eyardnation and was licensc” to proctice in that stete.
Doctor ERBEN also stated that by rcnson of & romantic cpisodc in-
volvin- the cdon-hter of the Superintendent of the hospital he was
Cischorged after two wmonths.

Llso in 1927 hc obtaincd another position as Senior /is- ok
sistant Physicicn, this tine at the Ecstern State Hospital ot
jecical Lake ncar Spokonc, Viashinstons On his crrivel at the
hospital hc took an’ p assed the ¥ ashington State cxc.ination and
wos license? tO practice medicine in the state of Weshington. He
held this position until in 1928 when hc was dischargel over
another ronantic episode, this. time with a nurse.

In 1928, followin_ his nbove Cischarze, hc a_ain obtained
a conncction with the lockefeller Founlation, as a result of which
he went to Australia, an? therc, throu’h the Founlation of the
University of Sycney, led an c¢xpedition to northern dustralia for
the study of 211 tropical ~iscascs in that vicinity. Thot same
ycar, his work bein: interrupted by the rainy scason, hc returned ’
to Europe via India, In 192 9 he rctur nc” to the Unite! States :
28 n ship's surzeon on the S. S. [~rzoarct Johnson of the Johnson

..t Line (Swecish). In the fall of 1929 he rcturne? to ‘ustralin and
continuer his work with the expedition in northern Justralin until =
1930. to ' .,

LA A 0 4 DA At et o i St

' In 1930 he returmed to San Francisco aml two dnys after
his arrivel he took an? passed the California State mecdical examina-
tion ancd was licensed to p roctice. He took consi“crable pricde in
relatin;s this accomplishment inasmuch as he stated that he hac had
no opportunity for stu’'y ~m' thc Californio medienl examination is
ropute?? to be very ¢ifficult. TFollowin: his licensc to practice in
Crlifornia, hc obtained n position as house surgeon for St. Joseph's
Jlospital in San Froncisco, wherce he renninced for approxinately six
nonths, Cwring which time ht beceme a naturalizec Aacrican citizen,
the proceciings bein: had in the Unitec States District Court at
San Franciseo. (. '

! Followinj his naturalization, hc left the hospital and
tained o position as rcprescentative of the University of California §-
Berkeley, Californin, on 2 good-will tour in South .merica, R B

- -
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vifitin: various towns in Porapuny, wio de Janciro in Prnzil,
Budnos fircs in the .. rientine, on? verjous othur places in South
tnérica, his vorl- at this tine consisting of lccturcs on varfous
tropionl (lscases. (.

In 1931 hc rcturned to the Unitec Statcs ~n” becaine a -
svrocon on the S. S. PresiZent Garficld of the Dolleor Linc. He -
stabe? tht this was the position in which he took tho rost price

inaszuch o6 he hel? it for ~ year ond 2 half to Deconber 23, 1932,
at which tirc he was éischarsed. In cxplenntion of his discharge, ho
stoted that he had beeonc acquainted vith one HELEN 1.SKINASOUTH, B
2 newspnper wonien, who resarded hersclf es enjaged to hin an? who . ;{

became very much enrazed when he beezie en zzed bto semeonc else as ]
~ result of which she inforned the Durcau of Nercotics that he was 4
a dopc smusler, and in the resulting investi;ation, which la sted

fron 1932 to 1936, hc was continunlly uncor a cloud of suspicion. .

Lntist,

. 7
IRV

In the carly part of 1933, followin; his ~ischorze from ,
the Presicent Garficld, Doctor ERBEF stoted that he enlistoc as a : =
vior surgeon in the Chinese hied Cross uncer proidses ns to coiipensa-

tion which to hir sccmed ver y attractive. He moceeded to Shanghai,

China, but on his arrival found that the proniscs woul:® not be kept =
ané he accor -dinzly coasec his connection with the Chinese iled Cross: (4 .

A
arnd

Fearin: of the feveloment of new zold ficlds in Now iy
Guinea, he thouw ht that thoy offered some possibility to hin, and " :
. he accordingly proceedert to New Guinea, am! there et a man attired .

in one torn shirt and ong,torn pair of pants who is the individual .
who is now-known as m&tOT/‘-FLYNN, the novie actor. e stated that C
he and HOL FLYNMN bwmed around to-ether, travelins finally fron
L. New Guinca to India, to Abyssinia, and then to Viennn, ‘ustris, or-
r ivin; in the sprin: of 1934. In Vienna he spent the next year
in postzrafuate work at the University of Viennaran? 2t the samo
tire obtained his divorcc. (a_

-':MTIH&“D‘-M’Q“.Q oY ‘al"-%-d: m)mm ""‘.cu'p'llc

foheag

' In 1935, followinz his conplction of postgraduzte work,

he was appointce surreon for the fAustro-inericen trans-\siatic oxpedi-
tion vhich was backed by the University of Vienna anc an automo- :
bile association in Vienna, the object of which was to nap o route

fron Burna up throush Chine, n nd the routc so mnppod by this ex-
pucition ERBEN clainmcd to Be the onc prescntly usod by Chisnz Kai
_Shck, Chincse gencralissimo, in obteining his supplics fron French . .
Inco~China. W - R

SBEVIE 2005 1 i R 0 e oo v

In 1935, rcturnin; fron this cxpedition to India, Doctor . .4
DEN statod that hoe wos arrested on a revolvor chorju and fined -
rupees, which he paid. He cxplained that tho rcvolver charze -
s nercly o trunped-up nmatter and that the rezl difficulty arose s
out of the norcotic investiyntion instituted two ycars before; that
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on His arrival in Ind-ia hc had visited the fnerican consul in the
vicinity of Knyber Pass, who had roceived a docunent in German which
theconsul was unable to interpret, not bein; conversant with the
Germen lanuwage. He accordingly requestec Doctor ERBEN to translate
this docwient and to their rutual embarrassment Doctor ERBEN learned
that the document contained instructions to the effect that a Doctor
ERBEN wos about to come throuzh that locality an? that he was sus-
pected of being a narcotic smuggler and accordinzly his passport N
and papers were to be seized at the earliest opportunity. TNoctor %
 ERBEN stated that followins this episode he came into very bad odor -
with the Fritish authoritics in India chiefly throuzh the personal
foars of the Chief Presicency agistrate who thouzht that Doctor
ENREM intended to nssassinate hinm, os o result of which he was do=
ported. He stoted in connection with this deportation that just %
previous to his departure he learnecd that the boat, S. S. City of ¥}
Rayville, which hc intenced to take, was joins throuzh tho Suez Canal
and that a certain individunl proposec to ship 1200 nonkeys on this
boat; that he thercupon went to this indivicual and acdvised him that -
he uncorstood the ship was zoing by wey of the Capc of Good Hope,
which infornation would virtually halt such a shipnont in view of
the increoased charges cuc to the change in route; that he subse-
quently contacted a sccond incivicdual who had sufficient funds and
that the sccond imlivicdual arrangzec to purchasc the monkeys frono -
the first person who now thou ht he had no narket for the aninmals,
_as a result of which Doctor ERBEN brouzht the nonkeys to New York
City, attaining great notoriecty on his arrivel and indicatins that
he w as interviewe? by numcrous persons, including KERMI T\ ROOSEVELT.
He sta ted that the monkeys werc not cestined to any one party but .
were peddled in New York City, and that out of the profits made in .
the transaction he participated. U '
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Doctor ERBEN continued by statin; that Christmas of 1935
he returnec to Vienna and in 1936 learnec that he had been reportedfz
dead in Tndia. In June, 1936, his moncy fronm the sale of the . b
monkeys having cdven out, he returnod to the United States, con— :

" ¢racicted his reported ceath, and obtained the only job which he ’
declared he was ashamed of - that of Fhysical Culture physician .
with Bernarr lacfadden at Dansville, Mcw York, where he claimed
that hc wos fircd after three months after recomnending to the
p atients that they rcceive medical treatront instead of using

sonc faddist notion of digt. He stated that Lbout this ti?e he . =
B L auningod with onc krs. JEAN EDWARDSIVALONEY, who later be=

come Mrs. JOHN|RAVEL, wife of the orchestra leacer, froa whom she
is now divorced. W

DN
o
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: Acconpenied by Mrs. FALONEY he went to San Francisco i i
ere on Scptember 2 6, 1936, ho sizgned on the S. S. West Mahwa h. = :of:
& statod concernint this trip with 1rs. MALONEY that she paid all =~

he ex penses and had r equested him to 5o with her. y = -

..
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‘ sboard thc S. S§. West iahvoh, Doctor ERDEN stated, his .

trdubles begzan in conncction with a call which the ship nado at
to Rico as a result of which four Pucrto iiicans vere Aiscovered

as ‘stowaways. Ho stated that the captaein of the ship, instoad of
putting back to port to have the stowawnys renoved, ordercd then
tossed overboard to swin ashore, and when it turned out that one
of the stowaways had important connections therc were violent re-
percussions in Puerto Rico inasmuch as ~n election was browing
about that tize. As a result of the friction which developod he
stated that the captain of the ship rade various charges oazainst hin
an? on Janwary 6, 1937, he was discharzed fron the ship at Rlo de
Janciro, returnin; to the United States vin New Orleans where ho
was nmot by various narcotic and naval intclligence anents and
questioncd, finally beiny reéleased. Hec stated that also in Rew. ..
QEARAPE, Peniohabias FALOVED: i OTSa s RoF iR HAR1RE SaREo 800
the two of them living at the Hotel Jung in Ne w Orloans for T2
scveral days. U .

.
.'. .
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Doctor ERBEN stated that he cvidently had boen under ob-
scrvation inasnuch as irs. EDUVARDS! room wos searched imacediately

Vg

"3 after his <operture, she being susp octed of having in her posses-
3 sion narcotics which he had ziven her. Wl

- After ronaininz only 2 few ¢ ays in Now Crleans, Doctor ; ' :
ERBEN nex t went to Los Angeles, where he stayed for a few days o H
| with EOL FLYNN. He and FLYNN, beconin; bore d with lack of :
a ctivity, then decicded to o to Spain and participate in the :
Spanish Civil “ar. Thoy first intended to join the faces of ..
General FANCO, but cn reaching Enzlond fownxl that they could not
nnke proper conncctions, whereupon Doctor ERBEN cndeavored to naoke
Lt arranzenents throuzh Germany, still beiny unsuccessful, and still
desiring to participate in the activitics, they thereupon went to .
Paris and joined the Loyalist forces. Doctor ERBEN stated that’ this
chanzeover indicated that thoy had mo definite Fascist or Commhisfb
lecaninzs in connection with tho ratter but were nerely anxious to
participate in the conflict in some capa city. A,

L. SE0 L IE SR
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\ Doctor ERBEN stated that he personmally did war surgery at- .
an anarchist hospitnal, explainins that there were two classos of S
hospitals - anarchist and Cormunist = in the Loyalist forces. After
about four months EIIIOL' FEYNN was subject to fallinz plaster caused

by shell fire, and fron the resulting publicity deterninod to re- A
turn to the United Statos, which he did. Doctor ERBEN stated that .-
thoush FLYNN wes not actually injured he ¢id ;ct a bunp on the
ad, and first reports ha! it that he was Klled. A

. Doctor EHBEN contimued in Spain for about oight nbnths,' ’ o
&rin- which tino ho bpcane acqua intec with such persons as ERNEST -
\HE.‘(INGTMY, ANNA IDUISE(STRONG (the Communist writer), DOS-(PI.SSOS,_

K S
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_ . .
afdd SIDNEY \FRANKLIN, the Arerican bullfiszhter. In the fall of 1937 - 3 .
Doctor ERBEN left Spain anmd went to Paris where he stayed with one 7.
BRADISK JOHNSON, a former New Yorker, w ho is now dead. He re-
nained there for about six weeks after which he azain nade connec-
tions with the Chinese tovernment of Chiang Kai Shek as a result of
which it was areed that Doctor ERBEM would have charge of 2 5,000
bed hospital and was to have a free hand in the choice of his as-
sistants. |y . : .

Followin; the neotiations he proceeded to Vienna where
he assenbled a group of 18 surgeons and on Decerber 4, 1937, sailed
fron Trieste,  Italy, on the Conte Verde to Canton, China. On arriv-
ing in Canton, however, he found that agein the Chinesc government
has pronised more than it was able to fulfill in thc way of remunera-
t ion, 2s o result of vhich he gave up his connection and from Canton
went to Shanghai. La__ '

At Shan;hai he endeavored to make arranzemcnts with the
Jop anese forces but found that the civilizn populatian needing the
nedical attention was larcely netive in character, concerning whon
the Japa nese governnent did not feel the necessity of spending a
great deal of noney on nedical attention, and therefore Doctor
ERBEN w as unable to nmake any connection. pa__

In !y of 1938 Doctor ERBEN returned to the United Stetes
as ship'!s surgeon on the S. S. Triton of the Barber Wilhelmson Line,
vhich is an African Line. Following his arrival in the United
States he again joined the S. S. lLiar;aret Johnson of the' Johnson
Line as ship surgeon, traveling on the boat to Gotcborg, Sweden,
and retwning to Portland, Oregon, in September, 1938, where he was
served with a summons in a proceedings breought at San Francisco to
cancel his naturalization as a United States citiz en on the ground
that on one occasion he had zone fronm Texas into Mexico for a fow
hodrs and had rcturned w ithout securing ' a reentry pernit. (.

Doctor ERBEN stated that follow ing this he returned to
Gotcborgz, Sweden, and there left the linrgaret Johnson. He stated
that he visited fricnds in Stockholm for about six weeks and then
went to- Vienna, where he recliz od that war appeared to be imminent
and accordingly it aould Bo to his best advantage to get his sons

out of Gernmrny. He ondeavored to procure phssports for them and
although applications were filed, passports thomselves were not RO

. anteds ‘«

e, Y

j Followin; this futile attempt, he stated that he realized’ >}

at in order to safeguarcd his sons and his mother who then resiced -§-
$h Vicenna it would be necessary for him to establish hinmself in the : %1
zood greoces of the Gorman Reich, whereupon he made arrancenents to - .
sa i1 as s hip's surgeon on the S. S. Vangonie of the German African

K P
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Iine, On this boat he sailed around Africa and on the rcturn trip
nct on ¢ JOAN SCOTT\S‘..'ITH, viho he statcs is now his fiancee and
with vhon he traveled following the return of the Wangonie to
Hamburg, Berlin, and Vienna. {4 : '

In liay of 1939 he shi}Igpec‘-. on the S. S. ¥esternland and’
returne@ to the United States, following w hich hé réturned to

Antwerp, arriving thére on June 2, 1939, He stated that he orig-
inally shipped on the Westernland because of .a quarrel he had with
Miss SIITH and that on his return a rcconciliation was cffected, as
a result of which they went from Antwerp to Vienna where they re-
m ined about amonth. Y -

On July 12, 1939, he signed on the S. S, Ussukuna, a freizhter
of the German African Line. Prior to the timc that he shipped on
this vesscl he again tricd to get his two sons out of Germeny but
again failed. Vhile aboard the Ussukunz end while thc vessel was
callinz at lozatibique, Portuszuese East Africa, war was ceclared, and
the cntir e crew of the vessel were adviscd that by a nessage re-
ceived from the Gernan adniralty they were no longer in the merchant
narine service but were in the service of the German nilitery
forces; that ADOLPH HITLER was now their commander and that the
penalty for disobedicence wa s death.

Followinz this the vessel put to sea and 21 though no

subsec;uept contacts werc made with other vessels it was Doctor
ERBEN'fs inpression that t he boat was tryin; to contact possibly

Gerran warships. However, after 42 da ys at sea the ship finally
carc into the port at Bahiabalanca, Ar gentine, on October 11,

1939. (,(

Doctor ERBEN stated that at this port he reclized that
he was in a precarious position and thot it would be necessary for
hin to take some spectaculnr 2ction in orcer that the safety of

his fanily night be assured.” It appecred likely a t that time
that the ship would be inter ned for the cduration of the war at

Bahiabalanca and accordinsly he went to onc Captain NIEBUHR, 2
naval attachc of the German sovernment, and applied for permission
to work his own way back' to Gemany. Doc tor ERBEN explained that
at that tine there were naturally no ships sailing for Germeny on
which he could book passage and t he Gernan povernnent had no
funds available with which to repatriate persons desirinz to
repurn. lccordingly arrangements were nmacde with Captain NIEBUHR,
ag a result of which he obtained permission to leave the Ussukuma .
and to et back to Ger many as best he could, Doctor ERBEN statod
that this action on his part made him somewhat of a hero in the
eyes of the German inhobitants inasmuch as the crew guncrally was

satisficd to awvait internment. (A_
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Doctor ERDEN strntec that while at Dahiabalanea he contacted
ho Undted Statos vico consul ot Bahicbala nca and with his holp,
n Movember 15, 1939, went to Bucnos Aires, A rgentima, by train. -
ctor ERBEN stated that he subscquently leerned thot the Ussukuma
ad dep arted fron Bahiabalanca ond had been scuttled off the South
i nerican coast shortly afterwarcs. W

On his arrival at Buenos hires, hc stated that -he rcported
to the Nazi party heacquarters ancd to the Gernen official representa-
tives who arranzed for his stay at the German sailors!hore in Buenos
Mres where he remained until Decenmber 22, 1939. He stated thet
vihen the pocket batt leship, A dnirsl Graf Spec, took refuge at Y
llontevideo, Urugucy, following its fizht with the ships of tho "%+
British navy, all of the German citizens at Buenos iires wicre con~
tacted by the German officials ond instructed to stané by for fur-
ther orcers, it boing explained that there w2s no immediote infor-
mation available as to the extent of danage to the Graf Spece and
whether it would be necessary to senc furthcr men to her assistance. .

He stated that followin: this request he proceeced to l’ontevideo and
vhile thore nade & trip around the Graf Spec in the barge occupied

by a number of other German citizens who ha¢ also come from Buenos

iires to sce whot the situation wes, and having his camerc with

hin hc took mmerous pictures of the Graf Spee. He also t ook

munerous pictures of the funcral ceremonics for the Graf Spece

sailors who w cro killed in the battle as well as numcrous other
photozraphs. In this conncction it shoild be noted that Doctor .

PR VRS, L
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The sccord camers is o movie camera, and the third is a

craflex . He stated that he used the Contax curing his trip to
lonteviceo, U\' :

He stated that followin;; the scuttling of the %af S'%
ho rcturncd to Bucnos Aires ond on his return realized tha )

continuod to remnin in one place for eny lenzth of time the Germen
authorities would undoubbtedly find somo cxcuse or somc mcthod of
travel wher oby he would be forced to roturn to Gernmeny, end, al-
thou h he wented to give tho inprossion of every possible cffort to
retumto Germary still he dic not cdesire to return, fccorcingly on ' o
cenber 22, 1939, left Bucnos Air os for Valporaiso, Chilo. W S

Relative to his stay in Buenos hires, Doctor ERBEN stated
A2t on his roturn fron Montevideo he was placed in jail for three : .:&™ . w
dhys vhile an inquiry was made by the Argentine authorities as to Lo
how he had entered Argentina in the first place. Doctor ERBEN also

™
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2 ERBEMN statcd that he possesses threc comeras, one bcing a Contax

=t with & built-in exposure metcr, which is equipped with three lenses,

’-ﬁ;;? - onc of the lenscs being an F15 lens, ono a wide ancle lens, anc the -

4 third a tolephoto lens.(a ) - e
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atatee thot at ong tine the Gernan citizens who vere stondip- by

in i'ontovi.vo Yere instructer to join the Tocona, Supply ship for

the fraf Spoc, whick WS 8leted to neco

ipony the graf Spee when 4t
loft Yontcvideo, Povicver, orcers to this cffect Wwere-canceled when

the To conn w2s intornoe by the Urugmyan ~vthoritics, oY

Relative to hig trip to Vo.lp".r:'.iso, he stoted that he
traveled chicfly by train but e30 not poy any fore, indicatin:; th t

€.
loy~l Gernan subjccts, consicerin - hjm in the li-ht of = hero inns-

Ilich os he han arvertise? his intentions to return to Gcrmony on
his ovm resources, paiQ for his transport:.tion. lic stateg that he
reocined in Valparaiso fron Deceriber 25, 1939, to Jrnuary 20, 1940
durin-: which tine he visited the Gerron :\.uthorities, reporting to
then his status, rnd n1so c2lled on the Incrican consyl for assis-
ance¢ in returnin: to the United Stotes 5 thot the Arerican consul
t Valporaiso cablee “fashin: ton concernin: hig status ane vas a0~

-

’18ed that there Yiere no funds aveilable for ERBENtg tro.nsport::tion
back to the United States, U

Luarnln_;' this situntion ERBEN stated thot he Purchasee a
/ ticket to C1llero, Peru, on the peg jo Mory

2

& Japnnese boat, ane
aftor his shiprent op board he Ciscoveres that b rcason of the
] Yy

fact thot the boxt carrice 7S passencers 23 Geraan scomen who had
fomcrly been cnployed hy the Stancara 013 Coupnny ang who were
cn route to Gcmany, that there Was a stron;: Possibility the
boat oyl be stoppcc! by Dritish mtrols ane Scarched and the Gernan
Sehnen renoved, In faet Doctop EHBEN statee that he learned that
the Situntion wng c’.olibcr-."tcly crented in oreep that the British
wovernnent ni ;ht be placer in an’ cmbarr-*.ssir;;_- pPosition imasnuch as
they woule "losc facon if they failee to reove the men ane if they
i renove the ren woule mrovoke o cCiplonctic incicent betwocn
tnritz:in an Japm:.uL )

’ IRBEY tteton 4)a4 rmen the L5 enlled at Antofo~asta he
crllee! on Yr. ADIYS, ¥R Arerican vieo COnSul, ™ nc acvAsec him oF the
Situction, T¥ IR: ¢ Do 14

Te ADAES that
R AN (o) g . Al (s) )
British suspected as intellirence asents, vhereupon Doctor FRRENM
realized that in tic cvont the Hedjo rapy viere stoppen by Pritish
patrols he hinszolf woulc umoubtcdly be onc of the first ren to
C rouoved and Placed in sone concentration eaap. He stated that
his situntisn was further coupliecntec by the fact that at the time
Yos@n Pucnog fir'es he reecived fro: the Gernnn ~uthoritics a
Germenghass port which wag issuce by the Gerran consulatc at Lucnos
Lircs, 8 Gurian scilor's identification book, a carq cvicdenein;:
his g crship in the Nnzi Priy, and o eore ¢videnein;: his Nenber-
Ship in the Colonirl Club, the Gerpon e of which is the Nationzl

Socinlistischor Kolonial funt, nnd 23g0 % renbership care 4n the

) sae 2 S®
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Su'n~rk Teutscher Schulcverein, which is an or:nnization forrce to
support wrvn schools in Poland ancd Czcchoslovakia and vhicl: is

no lon xr of cat inportance. DNoc tor MIDEN stated that he rcelizea
that possession of thesc, pap ers by hin would plrce him in a2 scrious
predicanent in the cvent he were scarched hy & British boardin~
party, anc he accordin:ly nnde crranceients with Geroen ~uthoritics
ct iintofa asta to forwar @ then by rciistcred ail to Doctor SCIH/RF,
850 Prrk Avenug, Mov Yor: City. Doctor LIl stated thrt olthouch
the docuients had supposcdly been sriled they had never arrivec,

ond this vas 2 source of consicerable anxicty to hin. Y

Doctor ERBEM stated thot he rdeteririned thot it vould be
umrise for hin to procecd further on the I'cijo Ioru and accordin. ly
reained nt Antofa astn, cventunlly obtainin< o~ cishwashin: job on
the S. S. Nirhtin-nle throush the courtesy of the Unitee States vice
consul at Antofa asta. He sta ted that his rcal desire w as to
work his way wp on the western coast of the United Stntes an” thot
accordin_ly hc desired to nake orranceiients to transship ot the
Panana Canal from the S, S, Mi htin~=le, and 2lthou'h he was ad-
viserl then thot this coule ¢ cdonc he later wias refusce pernission
S0 to do an! arrived ot Mew York City Fcbruary 20, 1940, W_

Doctor ERDIN stated that since his ~rrivel he has been
the subject of consicerable investintion by naval intellicnce
officers, an? thire have been nuicrous zysterious telephone enlls
to Doctor SCILRF, s a result of which he Ccfucte that his nectivi-
ties were the sowrce of sorc intcrest to sorwc investi-ntive arency, .
and inasmuch as Doctor SCIVRF had obtaines the inpression thet the
Seeret S ervice vas intcrested in him Doctor TNEY ealles ~t the
Newr York Division under the inprcssion that this was the sccret. scrv-
ice concernen, AL -
Doctor ERREN statcd that he hac heen offercd a Jobt s
ship's sur_con by the United Fruit Idincs on n bort whichi would
leave Hew York City on i'arch 11, that his pessport hoe becn token
upon his arrival in New York: City, and that he had nace epplication
for his scaiwn's papers but thot he har heer:! nothin; concornin;
theit as yct. Ho statod that he desirod to rlo everything within
his power to provent any hitch in obtainin; his popers and thot he
~lso cusirod to co-opurato-in eny way possible in order that his )
‘turalization as o United States citizen i, At not be revokec. .
} cx hibite to A ent copics of the photo:raphs which he ha¢ ob-
incd an? stated that for mny years it had been his prrctice to
oto raph vhercver he went 3 that he cstinnted that he hae taken
»000 photographs curin: the coursc of his clobe=trottin: carcer
an that he hac neover in any vay ~cted ns an espionasx avent. 11
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Doctor IRPII stated that he had no pr rty ~ffiliations, -
3¢ not consider hinself as a Fascist, Mazi, Connunist, or any
other sinilar racdical, and state? that in his ju?moent the wer in
Luwrope was pro ressin: to the roint vhere vithin o few ronths a
showlovm was inevita™le; that in his judmient the Gerran forces
would overcorie the Pritish wnless the Unite” Stotes went to the
ci? of Great Pritain., He stated thot in the cvent the Unitec States
Leeane involved in wis the Gernon officizls would no lonzer be in
the United States 2nd in the event Germany viere successful it would
no lon_cr be nccessary for him to co-operate with the Geron authori-
ties. Jfccordinily he felt that if he conld stall off o return to
Geroany for an appreciable perioed, ecamvhile s2ilin: on every pos-
sible ship to keep from re:minin: too lon : in onc placc, hc w ould
be nble to imintain hinsclf in safcty os well as his fanily. He
also stated that in the cvent that the United States becane involved
in A war he would unhcsitatin ly enlist in the United States oricd
forces inns:uch as his cxpericnce as a sur:'con would be of rcal
value to the .wierican notion. He stnated that as evidence of his
prtriotisn ever since 1931 he has endenvor cc to obtain a cormis—
sion in the naval reserve but hac becn rejected on account of his
physical conrlition ~nc ase. lic stated th-ot durins his recent in-
terro ation by the raval intelli-ence he h~e renewed his application
for o comission in the nnval rescrve in orcder to cenonstrote
clearly that his interests were on the sicde of the United States
ond not in favor of ony forei;sn rovernnent. W
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. It wins obscrved Qurin: the interview with Doctor ERDEN
that hc r epentecly referred to the In-lish 2s "lincys", usunlly
in a patronizin- way, nanl from renarks rnde by hi concernin-
the Grof Spee situvation it was obscrved th-t his syqap~rthies ore
definitely anti-Pritish an? pro-Gerian ns hetveen the two nations.
It vas also obscrved that in the photorraphs obtained by hin, which
inclwle” nany ships and views in' South .rmwricz, that e~ch view of
a British ship showce the stern, nn the un which was nounted
thercon by the Writish cuthorities. /1so amon: the photo~raphs in
Doctor ERPEN's possession werce notue nuncrous photos of the S. S.
11 htin:mle. Howcvor, ‘thosc appenrd® to Ik chicfly of intercst to
& photo_repher andt to hnvo ne technieal si.mificance. A

R Doctor ERDEN stated th:{;l;is officinl nnil wes bein: for- . =~
arded to hin ot ¥hic Gertifi{ consulctc in NowYork City mnc that

is personcl nnil wams bein:: received inTéirc of Doctor SGHILF. Ho .

ained that he Jous mot have 2 bank cccount. He consented that

is fincr prints and photo:raph be taken. The fin;xrprints obtained

aAre bein; forwarde? to the Bureau for search in the Bureau's Icen—
tification Division. His photo_rcph is bein:: plhced in the New York

file in ccnnection with this casc. U\
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