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.8an Princisco, California
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£ieet. Colonol H. R. O14field,c-  ~ " -
$fico of the Assistant Chief of Steff
% for Military Intelligence (G-8),

-',«3;:.'

oSS

Jalifornia . | “
R i\ Colonel Olafteld: ° . PERSONAL AND COMFIDRNTIAL - R B
' wish to soknowledge receipt of your
tter datod Docenber 10, 1936 (your file 0-2, 383.4

in which you quotedja report of the Anerican
¥ A.Dénsul af Pernnmbuco, Brazil/ concerning the uctivities
*.:pt Dr, Yornan 8. Erden, the footor on the Aneriocan
1% pteumerY«LUT MAlIAH, of the acific-Brazil-Argentine’

: L4as.
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g This mutter will receive approprirte
attention by this Buresu, and you may be sssured that
your eontinued oooperation in connection with thesse

- pa\tors 1a sincerely appreciated. (L .
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Very truly yours, ‘&w
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%. L. LIsThRuAN,
Spociul Agent in Charge
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- FEDERAL BUREAU of INVESTIGATION
b ot el ol w e T " .
Form No. 3 . ' N e P
THI8 CAs: O naTeD ot San Francisco, California ‘ﬁ"*"‘:fuuo. 8521 "._ : .
.! NEFORTMADIA - DATE wWHEN MADE PERIOD rFOR ;-
v . . WHICH maDE i
,San Franoieco, Calir, 1-17-39 / 1-15.37 ; '
! N
; TTE > cHaracrfrorcasge !
! DR. JIET{.JU; S 1’.'1?13",', alias o
Haman Frederic "x.’rben; Esplonago v -
| LovPeriem; (s, S.‘g”l&‘est Mahwah ) Mftiny on the High geas o
- A , —_—— | .
' SYNOPSIS OF Facrs; " .-
o Dro HERVAN s, ERSEN, Surgeon, s, s, Dy MALAY, a ]
! K Vessel of Anesrican Resistry Owired by MCCORMICK S1UAM- !
’ SUIP CO., Sau Francisge » and LLOYD UaLpin, Searianfg |
Union Delozate on this vessel, are repo:ieq by this
€0 P3Ny to have been 2nased in incitia-~ a mutiay, —
intim.i.iating the crew ang Passengers, a:q breventing
longel.oremen at foreign ports fron unloading its carw - q- ~
8%« Dr. ERBEN 8uspected of spying and commuunigtic - 1.
&cti:ities on this and othep vessels, including the S
Se 3. PRESIDENT GARFIELD, now at pier 9, New York '
City, Army ilavy Intelligence &nd State Depert'nent,
Wa'shington, D. C., have reported Dr, ER3uNtS activia
tiess Dr. ZRBLEY discherged from the 8. 5. wWEsy MATIAR
at Rio de Janeiro ror his activities ang is revurning —
i, to the Uniteg Stntes on the S, s, DL NORTE, Delte Line, ..
c e !/ o arrive New Orleang February 3, 1937, s. s, WEST e
Vi 'i MAHWAH due to arrive at los Angeles February 13;?'193'7, i ’
4 -*-’ ,-l é.\/. when complete information shoula be obtained frog ofw . o N
,;J..J ‘l ficers and others on that vessel as to the 'ecti_y_ities' Lo
R . 0] or Subjects, WL i '
i (a)  9OFT DEeTROYE,, >, .
' [}
~STAILS: Lieu}egzl’ay&o?ognepzt-’. R. OLDFIELD, kilitary Intelligence, United 1 .
States Amy, Presidio of San Francisco, addressed & letter to the B
San Francisso Field Vivision on Decembey 10, 1936 QUOtiL; a report J
of the Americen Consul, Pernambuco, drazil, duteq Hovenhep 16, 1936, ‘
reading as follows: : , |
R e ‘/-':‘, /. ;‘. i ’1
T 2-7 .20 ; ‘ : ! ={
AT -z I et — O WRITE W ThsE e [
N - " . 7 P _.*. N o - - ;ﬁ- o ;_i’.:{
22X B T | T 7 5 T S IaNegionr B

C OF THIS REFORT .
yBureJu‘ % .0.2“—. . ] ’.- f‘: -\|. ™ . . .
2 New York et ’—ZM'—’ '“7'{/'(‘ . wAN M ; ———
2, Weshington Fiela . '{/‘i ! - ";u]’/ |/ <
" ¥ay Orleans ‘*/IIAg'; T }‘. . ' .
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“Un Nove'nber 15th ‘when the Amegican etaamer \TE‘BT L'AWAP' of t
Tl PeciricoBrezil-»Argentine Line wes .on the point'of sailing fr
XN ",5, thie port, ‘Captain; E., A, .'raneen of ‘dbet vessel re‘quested meato
3 *{infom ‘the; appropriate American authori‘ties that -he euepqcfs )ri _
: vshipts. doctor: o; being engaged in ‘ppying activi’ vies. ' The’ master'aﬂ c
p Buepicion§ ‘Boad. Lo Igaveso:;igipated by-excessive pl;xot’bgr hing: on. .
th part of; 1‘the ahip'e doctor, at “all ports on the. veseelgaxitinero
: ‘: ary ‘singe leau " Angelds, rgspecielly while tﬁe ‘vessel wes in Ry
S -'.}--',-" ', . the Panema Candl’ ne"dyd ‘at’ SanJuan, Porto. Rico," The Uaster!s . ‘.
e S suspicions warg: heightaned ¥hen, a few days ago, ‘the doctor hab= | .
w “t1ly -poncealed a.dobument, aeeminsly of Austrian or Gérman origin, -
. of which the: Captain ﬁppened “to_get ! a glimpse in‘e desk drewer in
~the, doctor'rcebin. "Jhe master was. :unable to escertain the nature ‘

; oi‘ the ~document A ;¥ M0 R
Mo TN :’-‘ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁﬁ‘-’ﬁ’?’&?ﬁt’.‘;' : [

<
—.r.._, "
* -

LIy ‘
H

SN ‘I‘he doctom 15 éntered op the eliip'ed‘ar’tipleé"a's;mﬂn‘ Se. EgBm, e
4~1V4 * thirty-niue -‘ypars of; ege,. ‘vorayin Austiia end naturalized H8 ean l;._‘ .
_' il ﬁérican ci'tizen“'i ‘hei.ght 1s aix feet. and, eccording to Yhe F -
. : captain, e weighs b ut '230 pOunds. 'His mother, Mrs. T. ERBEN, ~.* .

o of A.renbergring‘J.O. Vienna, ‘Austie, is-glven us his nearest of :
ki, - The Captain: stated}Z}m‘b -Dr. ERBEN had been; in Burope for
appro:d.mateiy"four years; efore. joining ‘the WEST MAHWAH -on her .
\preseht NOYage,: ‘which ds- the,:irst he, has ‘teken in this shipe. ,He,
. was apparently empioyed th;ough tpe Sen’ Francisco office.of -the ... ..',
‘ McOomick Steamship: Company, that" conoern being the managing” agent
oz tne’ Pacific@rgengine-Braqil'L_ine,. e
| ‘. l" ~-9‘. e % " g _‘-‘5 'A" f, EX) -
: -After cautioning »the'f‘captain»to ,keep the doctor's activities under
eobservation without: exouéing "his -suspicions. in order: to prevent |
a _fligbt or: deetruction ;sr evidencg: An the event t.xa't ‘he.is reallJ ' {
afi a~ent of & foreigmgovernment instéad ol being merelj an overs i
|

, enthusiastic emateur photographer, ‘4% was auggested the Captain
" should elsoa,ge’q Anto’ Tfouch’ with -the. miiitafy ‘or naval gttache in’
_Rio .de Janeiro -on, his arrival el ‘that port-ebout. three days hence.

.+ ABgthe WEST, MABWAH was ‘on ‘the point of.sailing,- it was not. possible
Y TS make eny‘diperest. “full investigetion at; Pernambuco Y:but “the Con=.

A eulate Genere.l inuRio e.e J’aneiro has been; intormed of: the cas ,,.by

* dir mail so 'that preparations.cen be made at thet yort i’or any e ;-

tiox‘z’ which mey:be deaned advisable in, the premieea.“,

. .
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y Orricial of the McCormick Steamship Company, 461 % |

' ot Street, san Francisco, reported to the San Francisco Field - ‘
' ~Division that the "UEST MAHWAN® {g operated by thig company ard {g
& ship of Mnerican_Re;istry, tbhat Dr, ERBEN, was the ship’s sure
|
\

Geon on this vessel which salled from San Francisco on a round-trip
to Buenos Aires on September 27, 1936, and is due to return to the
United States on or about February 13, 1937, los 4ngeles, Celifornia
being the first port of call in this country, (e

Dr. HERYAN ERBEN was Previously employed as Ship's Surseva on tie
"WEST NOTUS" for e similar round trip during the year 1931, and A
upon return. of that vessel to San’ Franeisco, Dr. ERBE; was Cise ‘
charved ané the LicCormick Co.rpany had no furtler conteci with hin

t111 ke sisneq up Tor tre voyage on the MILST LALAEY, Dr. ZRBL:

1s saii to Leve been a member of the ilations) acographic Society

exreaition in Tibet zna later visit

anyy for ebout a year
subsegrent to 1931, According to B this man is believed o

to be en American citizen. (4 bv
| 2

Upon arrivel of the “FEST FATWAH® at San Juan, Fuerto Rico, L SRR
October 27, 1936, this vessel while in port did not unload cargo
due to tie mutinous action on part of the vessel's unlicensed
personnel striking and refusing to furnish steam for winches in
L.CCCRICK

N

order to prevent dischearze of the carso. T STRAISHIP ’
COLTANY received telegraphic reports from

that Dr. ER3IN was agitating emong members ofF e, pting

to incite the Fuerto Rican longshoremen to join in a sympathy strike,
end conspiring with certain passengers and the sailors union deleew
gate, Subject LIOYD USLIGER, to instizate a law suit egainst the
vessel and the company. ({ ’

er written by T Vi
¥ to the .icComic oulpany r ollows:

. "Unfortunately there are certain redicals on thic ship.
! Particularly one LLOYD USIGIR, and the Doctor HEERIAN
' ERBEN, who Loth seem t0 be eble to intimidate the crew
and pcssengers, and who take advantage of this wienever J
they see fit; however, with the excertion of these two

men, the crew seems to be made up of individuals of the
highest character, so thereafter feel we will be able ‘

to continue our voyage uneventfully es lons as the above
mentioned ren are forced to abandon their radical activities,”
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further reports that,subsequent compleints were neceived 1 !
om gireporting difficulties experienced during the course - i
-0f. the voyage to Buenos Aires, at the port of Buenos Aires, end on
the return nor‘hbvound voyage via Brazilian ports. A tolegran ffom
iro dated Ja / 6, 1937, was sent fro: o
Lo : g board this vessel con@ert nis
> ons aboerd the vessel. The sender
of this telegraa may be loceted through the Mester of the vessel.
The telegram reads as follows: . ; - .

"NeCormick fr or wm""\m left here tonight

dical
disciplinar; measures necessary especially attributed
mutinous fighting Doctor eboard, dgent, Captain,
apparently powerless." (g

Ftates further fhat it is evident that Subjects on this
vessel were attempting to instigate the crew against Captein and
officers, in violation of U. S. Code, Titlec 18, Section 483, P. 500.

The McCormick Compeny received a cablegram from its Rio de Janeiro
office, dated January 7, 1937, edvising that tle Ship's Surgeon,
Dr. ERBE: was discharged. It wes learned thet Dr. IRBEN booked
'passage on the DELTA LINE, Steamer "DIL NORTE"™ due to sail from
Rio de Janeiro on January 16, 1937, and to arrive at New Orleans
on Febrys 3, 1937, It appears from the focts, according to . o~
- f@ghat the action on the part of Dr. ERBEN was to -lncite®™ " -
revolt among other Americen citizens employed on: the steamer "WEST
MAPWAH", acts of insubordination hinging on actual violation of the
Seamen's laws of liutiny at Sea, collusion in attempt to instigate
faelse legal suits against the vessel or owners. F0ly {ur-
nished this Division & copy of a Report of Person Jury wherein
Subject LLUYD E. USINGEZR at 7:30 P. M. November 12, 1936, claimed
to have injured his knee on the deck of this vessol. The injury
report wes signed by Sulject EABEN and witnessed by seven supposed
witnesses whq are E. R,APOWZiS, Messman, JOHN LIRPSON, LEOHARD T.
BASIL, RAFAEgﬁyAESTRE, nALPﬁKNORTON, HARVEY S.TAIDERSON, end D, H,
¥ MARTIN, U .

$
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dstates tnat Subject LLOYD USIIIGER is presently aployed

o S. WaST MAHVAL", which is expected to arrive in Los Ane
geles on February 13, 1937, that the McCommick Company first had
diff;pulties with this man when he was & seaman on the "HOLLYWOOD"
at the Port of Vancouver, 3. C,, early in August, 1936, that he
was acting as Seanen's Union Delegeie which position he seems to
assume on the "S. S. WEST iAHWAO", Upon arrival of the YHOLLYwOOD"
et Vancouver, Be C., this vessel wes prevented from discharging or.
loading cargo because of prevailing labor controversies existing on
" the part of the Americen Seamen's Union toward the Canadian longe ~ °
shoremen's organization. When the Vancouver longshoremen proceeded

" to board the vessel, Subject LLOYD USIIGER stood et the heed of the
i Ship's gangway and announced to the stevedores that they would not

‘be permitted to board, unless thLey became members of tkhe particular
‘union organization which he represented. U

“

: The Canadian authorities offered thelr powers of persuassion and
‘ intervention in the controversy since Subject USINGER'S actions
' comprised threats aegainst citizens of e& foreign country while aboard
ean American vessel in foreign waters. However, according togEtis
’ for.fear of possible violence occurring, it was finally
E¥¥ded that the vessel should return to the Port of Seattle.
Negotiations were carried on, which ended in the assurence that
should the vessel agein return to Vancouver the former difficule
ties would not occur: and the cergo could be'discherged or other
!AcargoAloaded. Under this assurance from various union represente= -,
" "tives, the vessel returned to Vancouver on August sixth, and the
" same situation occurred as in-the former instance beceuse of
USIIGER'S activities and the vessel again returned to Seattle.
-+ Upon arrival at Seattle, LLOYD USINGER left the vessel and upon
leating, is said to heve made the following remarks to the liaster
" of this vessel: ™My job is done and I am well paid for it « the
. *YEST IRA! is next on the 1list. We are now ready to stop all
_ Korwegian. and French ships at the Port of Vancouvere™ [}

B tated that the next difficulty with Subject USINGER
when the lcCormick Company made a reguest at the Secaman's
. Hell, Sen Francisco, for & seamen for the "WEST MAHWAH", this men,
| Subject USL.GER, was assigned to occupy the vacancy in.the vessel's
. ¢rews The protests made to the Union in objection to shipping

" LIOYD USINGER met witL refusal to furnish any other man in substie

tutions LJ
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v
3

e T po————y s By gy g gy ne A T 5




- ing to

“ Y o

Upon arrivel of this vessel at San Juan,
~ 1836, the unlicensed members of the crew
_ y an investigation there disclosed that LLOYD USINGER
and Subjec SEN cooperated in ogitating the crew to strike action,
with atteaspts to strengthen their position by asitating among the
FYuerto Rican stevedores requesting that the latier jJoin the seamen
in their strike, They refused to do so when the McCormick company .
threatened to take action. After a period of three days the strike

went on strike, and accorde

Puerto Rico, October 27, 2 , A

was called off, U

e of the "WEST LAHWAH® 1s said to have reported to his o
euployer, the McCormick Company, continual events from tie bels.ce
of tie voyage to date, where the activities of Subject LLOYD USINGER
. have caused stoppeges in wo e artires from sev

: and other difficulties, ¥

the Port of Santos, LLOYD USTIGER tlreatened to
life at the first opportun :

S 0

yfurther stated that Mr, Mol

v decide to file cherges egainst Subject for these tlireats when

fthia vessel arrives in Los Angeles. He stated that the habitual
‘insurgent activities of USINGER and threats against the life of
other pgrties should be brought to the attention of this Bureau. {f

ap State Board of liedical Exeminers, 450 McAllig-
ter Street, San Francisco, produced the records of that office from
which the following inforiation was obtained:

Dre HER.AN FRLDERICK ERBEN was born in Austria on Novemoer 15,

1897« He was graduated from the University of Vienna on July 23,

1926, filed his credentials with the llew York Board of iedical
iners in 1926, paessed Octover, 1930, making a grade of 81 1/¢

P& oent, Physiclans certificate for the State of California was

.48gued to him on November 26, 1930, No. A~05450, Y ) 5 T “u

R PR SRR |
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Dre ERBEN was medical officer on the "SS PRESIDENT GAXFIELD" on Lepr
world cruise from October 1, 1931 to August, 1932, GRL&RWLM, -
a Naval Reéserve Officer, in command of this vessel on this ¢ruise,

is seid to have complained to the cormend officials that Dr. ERBEN
was very active in the spreading of Communistic propaganda during

the entire cruise. The President Garfield is reported to be tied

up at Pler 9, New York City, where B
adintervieweds No detailed descript
at this time. \AL

uo jects are a.railable

UNDEVELOPED LEADS: '

TIE WASHINGTON FIZLD DIVISION: at Washington, D. C., will contact
the Stale Department for the purpose of obtaining additional inror-
mation as to the activities of Subjects. Also check the records

of the l'ilitary end Naval Intelligence for information as to Sube
Ject ERDIN v

THE NEW YORK CITY FIELD DIVISION:

at New York City, Pler 9, will
locate and interview i apr the "S, S, PRESIDENT
GARFIELD"™ as to his knowledg ubject ERBEN who wes fommerly
surgeon on that vesaelj will check New York Medical Boardts records
and Immigration Service, Ellis Island, as to Subject ERBEN'S record
and admission to the United Statess {J

+ ™HE Nm ORIEMB FIELD DIVISION: at New Orleans, will contact Imie
gration, Customs and }ilitary Intelligence officers of that city
as to their knowledge of Subject ERBEN who is expected to errive

will escertain whether Customs Service upon exsmination of his
baggage can find any documentary evidence indicating that Subject

he is a citizen., If advisable, interview Subject LRBEN without
revealing to him the source of any information contained in the
body of this report. Obtain his complete description and submit
the matter to the United States Attorney, New Orlecans, for his
decision, forwarding report to Los Angoeles in time for investi=
gaetion there on February 13, 1937, when the "S. S. WEST MAHWAH"™
arrives there. -~ . .

T™HE 10S ANGELES FIELD DIVISION: at los Anzeles Larbor, on .
i February 13, 1937, interview the imster, officers, and others on
the"S. S, WEST MAHWAH®" which arrives there on that date., Obtain i
¥ complote signed statements from persons having knowledge of this - v

iy e AT = ARy e e S ————— g TS AT T e 1

at that port on the "S. S. DEL NORTE", Delta Line, February 3, 1_9371' '

1s engaged in esplonage or communistic activites, and of what country'

;‘reported mutiny end full details thereof$ 4{nterview Sudbject USINGER - ’

a DY

may be located 1 é
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. L kad gbst;:in & detalled statement from him if possible slowing the » s
L SN ‘extent,o.r his &ctivities on this ship and whether he is the dele- C
-gate on this vessel froa the Seaman's Unton, etc. Obtain complete o
-‘description of Subjects. Subtinit the facts t0 wie Und tod 3tates ;
. Attorney, at Los Angeles for his decision. U o

™E S&@FRANCISGO FIELD DIVISION: at Sacramento, California, % NS R

.+ ~.will Becure record of Subject ERBEN from the Califormis State " j¥. .. ,

.- . Board ofMedical Exeminers, together with his bPhotograph, dese ! 2 :

L :

,.¢ription, date and place of naturalization etcs L) TR Y ST E,-
* At San Frarcisco, R MicCormick Steamship k} 1
Co. will be again contacted for additional infomsation as to ' ‘
the activities of Subjects. () : oo
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Form No. 1
THIS CASK ORI

TED AT

~FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

San Frencisco, Cal,

FILE NO. . 65'1

,REPORT MADK AT,
Fro e s

bl 4

" New Orleans,

“ . DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHICH MADK
Las - | 2-0-37 2-1,3,4,9-37

mme (CHANGED)
HERVANN FREDERICK ERBEN, M.D., alinse

Herman

CHARACTER OF CASE

ESPIONAGE .

& \
Dr,

S/“Erben, Herman Frederick rben;

MUTINY ON THE HIGH SEAS = - -

2

IRAEN
LN

'

LLOYDUSINGER (8. 5 West Mahwaly) . .

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS

t

W
) -3

(g0

-of Section

L v

: Subjeat arrived at port of New Orleans on S/S Del

Norte 2-4=37, Subject has proof of citizenship

of the United States of America, issued U, S, Dis-
trict Court, San Frencisco, Nov, 10, 1930, Per-
sonal effects and baggars of Dr, Erben carefully
examined by custom agents, New Orleans, amd same
414 not contain any documents or writing of eny
kind indicating espionage or communistic ectivities.

Dre Erben emphatically denies engaged in inciting .-

I

mtiny on any vessel or emgaged in propagating

' commniam at any time as he 18 a’loyal and patriotic

citizen of the United States. U. S. Attorney, New
Orleans states no prosecution against Dr, Erben
account insufficlent evidence, N

e

R. U. c.’

Report of Special Agent
17, 1937.

ey -

Title of this case is changed to show the. corract and full neme

of subject Dr, Hermann Frederick Erben.

At New Orleans, La.

. On February 1, 1937, Agent discussed this case with Assistant
U. 8, dttorney Leon D. Hubert, Jr., New Orleemns, La., and he stated that if
evidence is sscured to prove that subject Dr, Erben violated the provisions
S.Tode, prosecution will be instituted.

%}er. Mro Hubert stated that from the facts contained in the reference report

423, Title 18, U,

-
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" nor 414 the personal effects of Dr. Erben contain any. literature or writings: -
. of eny kind to reflect that the doctor was engeged in eny commnistic or other

Cele, which i8 to the effect that Hermann Frederick Erben- held certificats of e
citizenship #3446093 then residing at St. Joseph Hospitel, San Francisco, wis; 7

Ly b L e .
IR ISP S I WARCE TSNS .
) i

there is msufficient evidence to institute prosecution against eubject Dre il

The S/S Del Norte, Mississippi Shipping Compeny, Ipc,, Ney Or}, ) l
Lcoy A,.enta. arrved at New Orleana, La.. the eerly worning of rpbwm 4, e .|

»

New Orleans, La., and Eatin Intelligence Section, Naval Reserves, IEEERE
Custom Hoype, New Orles as well as soveral inspectors under the supervision " !
of { Doputy Collector of Customs, Port of New Orlsans, Custom
Hou s L., were at the Poydras Street Dock to meet the S/S Del
Norte upon its arrivul at New Orleans, for the purpose of interrogating tho

" subject Dr. Erben, as well as exemine his beggage.

" Imediately efter the arrivel of the S/S Del Norte at New Orleqa. X
ous officials named above boerded the steamship and Custom Inspectorg '
immediately took possession of all of the personal effects end bag-
gdpe Dr, Erben, end orty was brought to the office of the
Custom Agent in Charge EErids= 322 Custom House, New Orleans, for examina- .
tion. The examination of Dr, Erben's property and personal effects was made - '
- 4n the presence of ‘agent and nothing was found by the inspecting officials to }
indicate that Dr, Erben possessed contraband or documents of a nature to indicate
" that he, Dr. Erben, was a representetive of any foreign nation or otherwisse, -

. radical activities, It may be mentioned, however, that among the effects of
subject Dre. Frben was found several hundred photogrephs, mostly made up of
photogrephed postal cerds, and these photographs were not of such a naturs to
reflect that the doctor was engaged in eny ospionage or unlawtnl activitiu

.

“ asainat the, United Statea Govermmenty = . .. . ; - oo Ve % s

' -On 1nterviewing subject Dr. Erben he exhibited to agent en afﬂ.- . :
davit of Welter B, Maling, Clerk of the U, S, District Court, San Francisco, D

‘admitted to citizenship of the United States of America at a term of the xv L {
District Court of the United States pursuent to lew, at Sen Francisco on Nove . Ty
10, 1930, Dr. Erben also submitted to agent certification thet he was boxn .. .-, -+ |
in Vienna Austria, November 15, 1897; thet he emigrated to the United States - -
in March of 1924, and he wes naturelized as & citizen of the United States . o :

before the District Court of the United States, Sen Francisco, on November 10, ' -
1930. Dre Erben elso exhibited to Agent Seaman's Protection certificate , |
#5290, issued by the Collector of Customs in the District of San Franciseo, _ |

dated .Tuly 5, 1934,

*“ Subject Dr. Erben stated that his original certiﬁcate of natur-
alizaffon is in his private safe at the home of his sister Mrs. Hﬂda{Schni

Auat riae

‘a7 . : -J g v . 'nﬂ ' coo e "'! ’

' . Dr. Erben is also 1n posseasion of Certificate #1729 {ssued by e
the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners dated New Orleans November 1Q,. = .
1930, giving bhim the authority to practice as a physician end surgeon in thﬂ« B3t Tt )
State of Louisiana. Also. Dre Erben has in his ‘possession certificate of tho C

Board of Medicel Examinere of the State of California dated Nov,. 26, 1930

" %o practice as a physician and surgeon. Said certificate is n\m‘oerod 1-05450.
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.. ++ by infoectors of the Immigration Service, U. 8. Department of Labor, Custom®.
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, In response to questioning Dr, Erben stated that he boarded the

. 5/S De}l W8rte at Rio de Janiero, Brazil, on January 16, 1937; that on Jenu
-6, 1987, he was discharged from the S/3 West Mahweh of the McCormick Steams ip
Compalsr at Rio de Janiero, on which vessel he was ehip eurgeon, aud thet heg -
had od articles as ship surgeon at Sap Francisco September 26, 1936,

_.Erdben “stated thal he ia positively not a commnist, that if emything he {p
oppoaod to communiem #s & whole and that, therefore, he neither on the S/S
Wast Mahwak or the S/S Del Norte, approach enyone either a membsr of the craw
or a nassenger with respect to propageting ocoemunism, Dr,. n stated that

- when the S/S West Mahwah arrived at Rio de J aniero Captainffensen of the said
vessel appeared before the American Vice Consul and requested his, Dr. Erden,

"-"Capt. Jensen was unable to furnish any specific charges against him and that
~in eddition Captain Jensen could not exbibit to the American Vice Consul any .
entriés in the log of the S/S West Mehwah to reflect or show that be, Dr, -

Erdben, bad violated any of the meritimo lews of the United States, Dr. Eroen; :

stated that finally Captain Jansen entered in the officfel log of the S/S ol

West Mahwah that he, Dr. Erben, was interfering with the ship's discipline

and with the safety of the vossels Dr. Erben stated, however, that he hesa't

the elightest idea as to why he was actually relieved of 'his duties as ship. .

% * . i
-

Subject Dr, Erben informed agent that he was proud of being en |
the United States ‘end would positively not do anything contrary thereto.

Subject Dre Erben emphaticelly denied ever heving been engaged
in inciting a mutiny on either the S/S West Mahwah or any other vesasel on

Subject Dr. Erben stated that Captain Jansen or the S/S West -
Mahweh dislikes him. He remerked that he hes seen Captein Jansen under the
1nrluenco of liquor on the S/S West Mahwah while on the high seal. SRRy _,‘
Dr. Erben stated thaet in the past two years he mado ono trip tg Wi
¥urope, depariing on the S/S Sarcoxie of the American-France Line December i
9, 1935 ‘trom New York for La Havre and that he spent Christmas of 1935 with

his mother in Austria; that he mde a visit to Germany on that trip and that
he returned to the United States on the S/S City of Harburg;, Baltimore W
Line, May 9, 1936, from Bremen, arriving et Balti.more, M3,

"Dre Erben steted that his address in San Francisco is 351 «M

Street, which {8 the Stewart Hatel, and that as soon a3 he is eble to he will ‘
" veturn to Sen Francisco and immediately comtact the proper officisls of the |
McCormick Steeamship Compeny for adjustment of this entire matter, |

N On February 4, 1937, subject Dr. Erben was taken into custedy i;,‘,

'Housef§ New Orleans, La,, and on this date Dr, Erben was accorded e hearingy
' Erben, ai4 not have in his possession bhis originel certificate of natureliza-

tended that the naturalization of subjeet Dr. Erban was secured by traud, mt AR

..removal or discharge from said vessel; that the Vice Consul inquired of Capte . ...«
--Jensen of the reasons or charges to support the request for his removal; that .

aurgeon on the S/S West Mahwab,. _ . |

« v American citizen; that he sincerely end loyally supported the constitution of & -

wbich be was employed or es a passengers .. o ]

R
e 4

. in cedhection with his naturelization, based on the fact that the subject, ."i"-' £

tion, ‘Immigration”Inspector J. E. Trout informed agent that his office.con- %f'

N s A A S A B RN L LN TR BN A e waiaA N T e e




that they are making investigations
mine wlether or not the naturslizet

sult the sub%ect Dr,
However, ebruary 6, 1937, Dr.

ties.at

" end informed that he would proceed
-~ 31860, and that
could be located at 351

Mew Orleans,
hed no record

the Custom Service,
serves, New Orleens,
contained in reference reports

Age: 39 years,
Height: 6 ft.
Weight: 240 lbs.
Heir: Dark Blonde
- Byes: we ¥
‘Complexion: Ruddy
Very good teeth
On Feb..4, 1937,

Race: ' White
Bas evidence of patur

.% -~ - Criminel record?

"~ gation;

the purpose of the
ship and not

< on February 4, 1937,

prosscution will be instituted. .
REFERRED UPON

N TR A SR ) .;;.‘ .

Erben was released by t
w Orleans and the case sgainst him dismissed. .-

'On February 9, 1937, Dre

if a furtber interview was
Dohry Street, Stewert Hotel,

. ) ?Bllowlng’ia the descript.vion'of‘ éﬁbject‘Dz;;' Eﬂieﬁ frém ag‘ta'ht";
. ‘.'gervation and information furnished by Dr. . M :
claims borr Nove 15, 1897, Vienna, Austrie.

issuod by U. S District Court
Divorced, cleims bas two children, boys, résiding in Europe.

Cleaims nomne in

- be wae arrested in Vienns,
thet he was detained for aebout

for any commnistic or radiocal propaganda.
Ko fingerprints of Dre

 Leon D, Hubert, Jr., in connection with ¢
vised that in view of insufficient evidence against Dre

in connrction thorewith to definitely deter-
jon was secured by fraud, and thet as a re-

Erben will be kept in eushody pending the investigation,
he Immigration euthor;

Erben- celled at the New Orlesns Division
about February 10, 1937, for San Fren
desired by this buresu with him he -
San Francisco, Cale ’

on or

The Immigration Service, U. S. Depertment of Labor, New Orlesns,
and the Intelligence

Service, Us S. Naval Re-
of Dr. Erben other than the complaint as

- *
. [

Erben: noeptey ot NP

!

. . e . . . LR

wore a sort of Hitler moustgche.._,.,l'ebm.m By o ves
1937, smooth fece, no moustache or beard. o Aes

elization of the United Stetes of Americe

, San Francisco, Nove. 10, 1930,

the United .States. Stetes that. i o

Aus., in November 1934 for investis~ '

ipvestigation was to determins his citizenz
Ly
??._4'. ;i

Erben are aveilable,

his case in its entirety end he ad- .
Erben in this case 1o .

COMPLETION TO DIVISION OF ORIGIN.

ob=
e by

3 days in jail and that ..
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agent conferred with Assistant Us 8. Attorney "
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ADDRESS REPLY YO : ) ' ~>. . .
S YHE ATTORNEY GENERAL® t ; -
AND RCFER TO o7
INITIALS AND NUMBER . ]
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 4
e WASHINGTON, D. C. B
A5-297-% _ February 20, 1937, ';:
J : : y
. _ : :
v MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOOVER, i
DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, -'
Ra: Casting adrift of stowaways , o
discoversd on Steamship B e 2
"WEST MAHWAH" . EE 5 %
-~ e w - : ,
Dr. Herman S. Erben, alias
Herman Frederick'Erben
and Lloyd“Usinger, alleged
espionage and attempt to
incite mutiny on, the high
seas, Steamship WEST MAHWAH.
3 I have coples of the reports of Sn cial Agent QS
% dated January 17, 1937, and g gy dated February
3 "I desire to have both of thése matters followed up closely o
until the investigations are completed. It can then be determined
, ; - whether criminel prosscutions should ensue, and, if so, in what
,§§ A district or districts. ) ;
: 3 . ‘ ¢ "‘ :i '«‘ FRELLY
‘ ' ’ Respectfully, LoD e

Gunille,

Assistant Attorney General.

AR e AN SR, e,
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”““1 Agent in Chargs - s g e % gy 0. zm '
- Bow Tork, Kew York . Mo k
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Yorm No. 1
‘THI8 CASE O

§INATEDAT SAN FRANCISCO, CAL,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

..

-

N.Y siLe NO. 65-45 rgl

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE Fwt:lco::;ggz
NEX YORK CITY 2/25/37 2/17,18/37

©  HERMAIN I'Rm)hﬁluh
LLOYD USINGIR (5.S&

CHARACTER OF CASL

EN, M.D., with aliases;
. ESPIONAGE

eat Mahwah)

MUTINY ON THE HIGH SEAS

:g*'.'!wﬁ o

SESSALITERE AL YA
e A v.‘ ’. ien
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e
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.

NeNy.

Ty

RERIERLS

25
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4
2

checked and reflected that HIRMAL

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Records of Immigration Service, KEllis Island,
reflect ERBEN entered the United States March

6, 1924 from Havena, Cuba on S.S. Esperenza,
g A 3 /‘ possessing physician'’s diploma of Vienna Uni-
= ‘Q’ Y versity with final destination liatgd as Psy-
<C — N chiatric Institute, Morristown, New Jersey,
:—?‘- L) AN not known to be existent. Records of New York
S iz Uy Medical Board at Albany, N. Y. also not avail-
&5 ) able for o fon as to KRBEN'S quelifica-
& tions. W& = M S.S. "President
= o] o Garfield®™ not aveilaeble for interview but letter
<r -,‘?i‘-' directed to him requesting confidential informe-
== tion about ERBEN. New York Americsn for February
8 e o 24, 1937 contains information to effect ERBEN
o - will accompany ERROL FLYNN, movie actor, to Spain
= i"'il.u ¢l the South Ameriscan jungles in the near future.. -
- O\Z Wire received from office of origin requeating
=1 Lt =<C investigation to be discontinuod. ' v
( L] Q . . 1
"RQUQCO-
L]
REFERENCE: Reports of Special Agent :
Cal., dated 1/17/37 and o opecial Agent
New Orleans, La., dated 2/9/37
DETAILS: The records of gration Service at :1lis Island were

EN originally entered the United States

A —
e 7
PN Vi O ‘);‘"‘:;’“3:‘":“ DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES ]
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COPIES OF THIS IDOKTW ‘
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-»4that RRBEN alpo graduated from the University of Vi

?ehaﬂken end that it was very difficult to reach oeven by telephone

4—45 4 ’ | . - i

from Havena, Cuba, on the S. S, "Esperenza™ on March 6, 1924, Iliis age ‘
on that date was listed as 27 years, and bis marital status, married. : |
His occupation was listed as physicien and notation on the record was o
t0 the effect that he had exhibited a diploma of the Vienna University
to substaentiate his claim. His nearest friend, in the country from
which he entered the United States, was listed as ERNESTO LEGET, #9
Sol Strest, Havana, Cuba and his final destination was indicated as
the Psychiatric Inatitute at Morristown, New Jersey. He indicated
his-intention to remain in the United States permanently., He declared
$80.00 as the extent of his finances on entering the country. His ;
desoription lieted him as 6'2" tall; fair complexion; blonde hair;
blue eyes; with scar on his face (exact location not known.) [

M that the records of the State Board of s

i 1{ pter Street, f

4 roflected =~ -
_ enna om July 23, .
1926, This, of course, is out of barmony with the entry on the immi-
gration record at Ellis Island that on March 6, 1924, more than two
years earlier, he exhibited a diploma indicating his graduation from
the University of Vienna as & physician.

poted on page 6 of the reference report of

Speoial Agent
Medical Exeminers
San Francisco, California, as produced by

i =7 ' Tne teléphone directory covering Morristown, New Jersey, .. ...
in the New York Division, was examined by the writer, but failed to
indicate the existence of any Psychiatric Institute listed on subject's

immigration record as his intended destination. Y

" The office of the State Board of Medical Examiners, State j

Building, #80 Center Street, New York City, advised that all the records

perteining to phyeiciens' licenses to practice were in Albany, N. Y. end

could be obtained by directing a letter to the State Board of Medical ; |
|

Examiners, Education Building, albany, New York. a |
ade to _dnterview, personally, bdbut : .a |

i S S. S. "President Garfield"
M ned from offici

als of the Dollar ,
was presently stationed
pored in the Hudson River off

of the Doller Lines.
Lines in New York City, that\@EE:
op the "President Garfield" whic

a
'

2=

L
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.'ithéut first direétiné‘a'letter to him, in cere of the Dollar Steam- - B

ship Lines, Pier #9, Jersey City, New Jersey, or by taki

a boat to I Y
the ship. Accordingly, a letter was directed to § pt !H}
that eddress, requesting that he furnish confidential information per- W
taining to Dr. ERBEN, who was s medical officer on the S. S. "President '
Garfield” > on a world eruise from October 1, 1931

to August , when LRDLN was reportedly active as an agitator among

the crew during the cruise end so reported by S to his superiors - o

at that time.

The New York American newspaper on February 24, 1937,
contained the following article pertaining to ERBEI'S present and con-
templated activities:

< "NEW ROLE FOR STAR
Errol Flynn to be ¥ar Reporter

CHICAGO, Feb. 23 (AP).--ErrolYFlynn, portrayer of
swash-buckling movie roles, left Chicego todaey en route . .
to Spain, where he said be would act as *a sort of war
correspondent' before proceeding to search for Paul
Redfern, American aviator missing in South American
jungles since 1927. .

Flynn seid he expected to be joined at New York by . P —
Dr. Herman Erben, former Viennese surgeon and a world T
__ traveler, who, the sotor said, would continuo with him ' -
' “"to Spain and the South Americen jungles. - - e o

After a brief stay in London, Flyon said, he expected
to visit relatives in Ireland, then said for Spain to teke
up news reporting for 'g British newspaper syndicate'”.

On February 24, 1937, a radiégram was received from the
office of origin requesting that the New York Division discontinue !
investigation as the United States Attorney at Los Angeles declined |

prosecution.

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO DIVISION OF ORIGIN
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -\
) N I

R T s el elina G e & Y P etk s

v o
A GINATED AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA LA ruand 6530
REPORT MADEAY vDAYEWHtN MADK PERIOD FOR REPORT MADK 8 - o
> WHICH MADE
10S -ANGELES,''CALIF. - - “2/25/37 2/12,13,14/37 |-

wme CHANGED:

HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN,

Doctor Hermag 5. Erben,

LIOYD EUGENE SINGER,
G

e

‘.‘_\‘r :

COPY DESTROYSI
1 107AUG 12 170

A

with aliases: Lloyd
280N (S SLWEST MARWAR)— - :

. A% 1o tims was any threat or at-
tempt of either Subjects or crew to =: -

Report of Special Agent @

MD, with aliases;
Herman F‘rederick‘ﬁrhen;‘

CHARACTER OF CASE

ESPIONAGE
MUTINY ON THE HIGH SEAS

Officers of SS WEST VAHWAH advise
DR. ERBEN committed various un-
American acts aboard ship, such as
insulting flag and stating loyalty
to HITLER and Germany. Allege Sub-
Jects caused strike at San Juen,
Subject USINGER executed signed
statement to effect that San Juan

8trike of three days due to un-

healthy und unclean food served.
[

1Y

take command of ship. Assistant .
United States Attorney, Los Angeles,
declines prosecution because no at-

tempt made to take over command of X :
‘- ehipy .-~ o . N

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED |-

2654 (79 BY SF’??'H"/.;

S8an Francisco, California,
ated Jamuary 17, 1937, -
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b
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. DETAILS:. AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORWIA : : S L.

The title of this case is changed to reflect the
full name of Subject LLOYD EUGENE USINGER and his alias "Sam",

AT WIIMINGTON, CALIFORNIA R

The SS WEST MAHWAH, ‘docked at Los Angeles Harbor, ”. e
- Wilmington, on February 11, -1937, Several aigned statements - ’
were executed by the Master and several of his officers.

Jrurniched b’( ) l

Agent with a coby‘ ‘: emen iﬁiéhrthe ofrféers of the ship
had signed regarding the activities of DR. ERBEN, which is be-
ing placed in the Los Angeles division file, and which reads as

follows: R o ‘ oL ‘

Rio de Janero, Brazil
Jan. 6, 1937.

The following charges are made against Dr.

o H. Erben, Ship's Sergeon of the S.S. West Mahwah,

R "~ 7 by the Officers whose signatures are at the end of
these papers. - : R S

NN

(1) -.. -The Officers' dining room was decorated
with the American Flag for the Christmes Holideys
_on 1, 1937, Dr ,_wag geen by

R 8 3 1 5
American Flag after taking food from the ige box.

(2) - Upon paasing a German ship close enough to
be recognized he was seen at various times to give
the Nazi salute, by 3=

(3) . BHe stated, "We Germans look up to Hitler
as a Supreme Being and Saviour and anyone talking
against Hitler I would orush and sink m : Y

" 'his throat." -- as told toffe : s e
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v 3 5. -« Rice oould turn to, he rep

. o . . . ‘ <
. : D
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2 St o
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“Statement of Ship's Offiec

ers (Cont.,)

R Passenger on this
vessel, that shoul anything happen to him (Dr. Er-..
ben) to please notify the German Consul, .

-

JHe quoted the followi

am only an
cause of the materia) advantages,

ban and should war break out with
Jump 8hip and head for Germany, *

- (6) *"-  He boasted of ‘the faot that he wa
cated in the Dolphus irder to th

Zen be-
I am 8till & Ger-
Germany I woulq

CEV TR (7). He remgiked;tﬁht he and the orew wore out
to tget' the Third Assistant Engineer and the Second

Officer because of the fact that they worked during
the sirike. -- 4s told to f8 Sl - :

Lt s e  On the voyage from Buenos Aires to ‘Rio de

: 8y amnoying a lady passenger ¢ -
.: With remarks such ag e *

Your life is in danger -
stay away rrommthg‘rail;nsa of -the ship as you

ot

r vold him to
continue voyage, the Ship's
be did not get off the ship
treatment nor medicine,

remain on the ship and
Doctor told him that ir
he would receive neither

He told the RS b
-j«’ﬂ_,';.""'::. thart as an M.D. an

40Cé any officer that he qia not like drunk,
and get away with it,

(11)

When asked by

! ol ¢ I \118
about that and I think I had better go aft and see
what the boys think about 1t,* ‘

.. Yo L] oy
T ’

we TNy -
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" *Statement of Ship's Officers (Cont.) - h - e

(12) He stated to E
e 'We always have souieone nearby 1isten Lg sholWl®
ng be said against us,*

« {13) ., He was repeatedly ordered byg
to leave access to the msdicine cheat
orders were ignored. - - - - v

(14) Upon leaving San Francisco at the beginning

of this voyage there were numerocus surgical instrumenta
aboard entrusted to the doctor's caere, After the tor
left the vessel in Rio de Janeiro E
checked the medical supplies but no 1ins
found., , Ca

o 4(16)- In his answers to charges: made against him at ~ ‘&

the American Consulete at Rio de Janmeiro, Brazil, on
Japuary 6, 1937, he made a statement to the effect that
ho knew nothing about a letter written to the Captain
by the ¢rew until this letter was shown to him by the

Captain. This 18 a false statement because the Captain :'.

* 414 not ehow any such letter to the Doctor.

(16) ¥hile at the dinner table in the presence ot

a ledy passenger the Doctor was -heard to ask & very ob-}-w

hat no lire but his OowWn was
his statemast was also

{18) During an argument between the Chie
and Crews' Messboy, the Doctor wes seen by , :
t0 go to his room and return on deck with a pisvol,

(1)  He has produced photostatic copies of letters

‘written by the orew which had no bearing on his duties

IR IR SIEUNCY IX SIS 2L 1723 P RV SECE

A At
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i ' Statement of Ship's Officers (Cont.) ~ * ' ‘ Y

as Ship's Surgeon whatsoever.
copies were seen by £

These photostatic

- (20) On January 5, 1937, about 7 P.M. the Doctor
came to the Captain's office and mude a false ac~-
cusation that the Third Assiatant Engineer hed at- .-
tacked him because he had reproved the Third Assis-
tant Engineer for threatening to cut off the head of
a child passenger.
as was verified by

(SIGNED)

***##*t******#************t wokkkk ¥ g akk ok ok kK kK k%

The following signed statements were obtained by
Agent from officers of the ship, the originale of which are be~
ing placed in the Loe Angeles division file on this case:

-~

» ’ Los Angeles Harbor.
Februury 12, 1937.
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ment to
Bureau o
Justice.

We left San Francisco on September 27, 1936 .
on a voyage to Buenos Aires, Argentine via Wayport at
Panama Canal, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Trinidad and Brazil,
‘ ‘returning through Panama Canal to Loa Angeles Harbor, R
R .- .arriving February 11, 1937, =

A

et s~ e . a RByerything went along all right until Octo-
ber 27, 1936, at San Juan, Puerto Rico at which time’
the unlicensed crew of the deck and engineering de-
pertment refused 8 including eighteen men.

-

-ough I bave no definite prooi, I am reason-

. . @bly sure that this trouble was started by Lloyd Usin-
. ger and Dr. Herman F. Erben. I base this belief on .
their behavior during the four and a half months trip c.
just now completed, during which time they intimidated )
the rest of the crew at various times.

AY

8 During these three
days they had Tefused to do any work, with the excep-

tion of the three firemen who kept steam on the boilers
for lights and for sanitary reasons.
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During the rest of the voyage it was notice-

T it .e able that Usinger end several of the others were not - " v
putting forth their best efforts. To my knowledge,
Usinger created discontent emong other members of the

Loy

Crewe '

e ;” ... ... . The San Juan incident was the only place where ) S
Tt T " “they ‘mctuelly-went on strike, but-&t Sante Fe, Argen- L

.. % . we ‘. tine, Usinger threatened that they .would go on strike B e
e unless they wére given fresh milk. This situation was - : .

«. . . - ,averted by obtaining milk for them, . .- : R L DI
' On November 29, 1936 at Buenos Aires Usinger

, told 5 he would not dress ship because

oliaay, on occasion of President Roosevelt's
visit there. The crew did not dress the ship until
.eleven in the morning and then, only at the insistence
of the firemen, below. Ours was the only ship not
dressed early that morning in the harbor, even though
seversl foreign ships were dressed for the occasion,

- set out in the statement signed my-
"self and Sy the vessel show the trouble caused

oo N . P s e R AT U PRI S R A A e
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“hev ave css el Statement o Cont,)*? & oo h)

This statement, which consists of five pages,
is the truth to the best of my knowledge,

u of Investigation -
U. S. Department of Justice

903 Pacific Commerce Bldg.

437 S. Hill st.

los Angeles, Calif. - o "

LR, .- . - . L Cre . K v . .. . et R
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" Los Angeles Harbor. '
A a : ' February 12, 1937. o : : "'.',f‘

nt to
Bureau

Justice,

Shortly after we left Los eles a meeting
alled by the Seamen's Union S
The purpose of this meeting was
- the food. Nothing was done further until we ar-
rived at San Juan, where a strike was called for three-

". daya, demnding the remval of the steward, the reason

. ‘ot taa .

I . W Cove e et -

v, e y;,‘ﬁ'yr o,
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Statement of

being given as the fact that the steward had raped one

of the vessel's passengers. The steward, Arthur W.

Moss, was paid off on the third day.and the crew went

‘back to work and the ship sailed. During these three - S
days steam was refused on the winches and no cargo

R T St was worked, v - T e

b o A

%

AV three ports, Pernambuco, Rio de Janera
end Santos, all in Brazil, members of the crew de-
layed the sailing of the ship intentionally. I learned,
indirectly, that this was due to the fact that the Cap-
tain did not arrive dack on board at the speciried time
they were supposed to draw money. : c RS

A P L In Santos, after we were in position to get -~ ' . . - e

" ‘ready to sail, the crew refused to get the vessel
ready to sail until draw (or pay) had been given,
When the draw was given, they immediately stood by
the lines and we sailed. -

* . ' I feel’that Dr. Erben was behind these thinge * "~ * . i .
) and that Usinger was influenced similarly by Dre Br- - oL 0 s
- ben. RN L i

The trouble caused by Dr. Erben ies set out
~ - {n the statement signed by myself end

Dr. Erben was rriendly '1th the radio oper- ) ) 1:: 
ltor, so Ko Balcano T ﬁ‘l ‘- v : " : o 'w
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Statement of B

This statement consists of four pagee end 1
know it to be the truth.

oo * Witnes ' Rt &, J
m , Special Agent
‘ ureau of Investigation
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U. 8. Department of Justice

T 903 Pacific Commerbe Bldg.
& 437 S. Hill st.
1 Los Angeles, Calif, "
: S R R L R R EEN ERE R RS R RN E RN . e s
, " Los Angeles Harbor
;: February 12, 1937. -
- & Special Agent in the A
- - ... Federal Bureau of Investiiga on, United Statee De- b e
' partment of Justice. . S s :
4
On our recent voyage (number 26) the crew
refused to work for several days while in port at San
Juan, Puerto Rico, with the exception of the firemen
and mesaboys, -
It is my observation that this and the other _
- troubdle during the voyage was the result of the in- -
fluence of Dr. Herwan F. Erben. After he was dis- Sy
N _charged there was no noticeable trouble as. hed been R R
- "% 7" " the case before. ' : EREERR N &
14

.~ ot B U
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- Statement

This statement, consisting of two pages, is -
the truth to the best of my knowledge.

L3 .
S Bureau of Investigation, LRI P w WETE P2
"U. S. Department of Justice, B '
903 Pacific Commerce Bldg.
los Angeles, Calif. "
B ‘-t.f‘t.*'t"t R R E L R Y Y S L
e el ..~ .Los Angeles Harbor . . . .. . .. Snp peet
CerET “'  February 12, 1937. ;
]
Agent in the Federal Bureau estigation, United
States Department of Justice.
- Entering Puerto Rico I heard rumors that the it :
’ cre' was going to strike to get rid of the cooks; they
. did not like the oooking. . !
LR 2L YR EEEERS BE DY S el it L ege¥ s

.
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The steward, Arthur Moss snd Dr. Herman F.
Erban had quarreled e ) :

S The original strike was for removal of the _ .-*
cooks, but after a day or so they demanded only that

the steward be removed. Reasons given were that he

did not get along with the cooks and also he is sup- 4
posed to have molested a lady passenger while drunk. :
To my knowledge he did not commit a serious assault-- .

-on this passenger.

RO AL Ak AA T o £ RS

o

_ ' Upon his removal, the crew, which refused <_ * -
A ... . %o work before, went back to work.

s R
. <<

AAFYEA - '3‘7“":.‘1‘,"'

» ‘Also at Santos, I remember two crew members _ . ;»..:. - -
holding up the ship for a short time.

SaAyal 4l

It is my observation that the main trouble
msker was Dr. Erben who seemed to delight in causing

3
L

¥, .. gssemston. . ‘
‘ et e - o < A R —_— . Ctoe e ‘;;
- . o The radio operator, Sydnor Balcom, acted on <.
g - his own, as a go-between between the officers and
R crew, to ferment trouble. . D T g -
3 I cannot give any information as to Usinger g
3 that is not hearsay. .
wt The things conte the statement as to
b{ Dr. Erben, signed dy gend myself are true,
3 as are those containe is three page statement.
- /s/
B special Agent o "~
% ) Bureau of Investigation = -
o - U. S. Department of Justice o . e
.“A.. A 1 .903 Pacific Commerce Bldg. B I I P S | P f!l e
gD 437 8. Hill St. . : . : B .
. . . : » . .

Los Angeles, Calif,
Lo £ <. ot S e A-a’.',.." (:z( L O & L od L. \.l"-'.'- ¥
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. ' B. Gilfillen, Wiper

WAL Firna, i L ke et PSPPI P L PR I/ SIS

In addition to the above, Frurnished
the following list of the crew who participated e strike at
San Juan

"Oct. 27, 1936
San Juan - Puerto Rico.
The following members of the crew refused
duty this day: '
Wallace Strock, Boatswain <
Lloyd Usinger, A.B. )
Merle Rice, 4.B. '
James White, A.B.
«- William Conolly, A.B.
Harvey aAnderson, A.B.
Leonard Basil, 0.S.
Ceorge Richardson, 0.S.
David Martin, 0.S. a o AT
" Colin Darrak, Oiler ‘
Lloyd Hange, Oller
James McIntyre, Oiler
Williem Bannan, Fireman
Lawrence Avery, Fireman
. "Segundo Lopez, Fireman
. David Swartz, -Wiper

(Fined 2 days pay) - S

.
.

LLOYD KUGENE USINGER, Subject, was interviewed and
the substance of his story is contained in the rollowing signed e

statement which was written by Subject USINGER, the original of . .3}
vhich 18 being retained in the Los Angeles division file:
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 had agreed that all men must remain aboard the ehip 1n
" a sober condition during 'orking houra.

B P R R R TS

L - S.S. West Mahwah, - g S
Los Angeles Barbor
February 13, 1937

I, Lloyd E. Uainger do voluntarily make the
following statement to § whom I know to be &
of Investiga- ‘ e

a Special Agent in the
tion, U. S. Dept. of Juatice.

I have been employd on the above numed vessel, R
since Sept. 22, 1936 as an Able Seamen. I am also a
meuber of the Sailora Union Emergency Plan, and at one
time was an official patrolman of the orgunization at
San Francisco,

" 'On the present Qoyage I at no time wascon-

- nected in an official capacity with the above mentioned
organization, known as the Sailors Union of the Pacifie.

During the aouthbound voyage from los Angeles
to Balboa, C.Z. the food served aboard the vessel was
of a poor quality both unsenitary and unwholesome, thus .
involving disputes by other Dept's with the departmend
.concerned known as the Stewards De'pt. The face lies ; e
that the grievence was taken up with the Master by the L e
respective delegates, weetings were held for way and . IR
means to cleariry the department involved. R

A general vote was taken includjng ebout 50% |
of the officers aboard the ship to put the Steward and i
cooks ashore at San Juan P.R.

Steward and cooks refuse to leave vessel.
Steward makes statement he is G-man placed here to
spy on Reds vessel {8 shut down for thres days Steward
is removed by compronise from compsny that crew will
permit cooks to remain, and continue voyage.

Never at any time was it the intentions of :
the crew to provoke, incite or restore to mutinioua - TR
practices, or others accompanied by violence, as we




Statement of LLOYD E. USINGER (Cont.) "'

! R N S Y L R S P B

Regarding the dressing of the ship for Pres-
ident Roosevelt in Buenos Afres I must say that the
Chief Officer ceme aft and asked for two men to dress
ship. I informed the Mate, that I did not care to
work on that day &s it was a holidey. Wallace Strock
Bosn done the same. W. Connolly wes in bed in fo'sc'le
at that time three Officers and a cedet were also
aboard the ship. 10,00 AM other men come on board,
after talking situation over we agree vessel should
be dressed by noon as some ships were declaring & half
holiday, three vessel's in the locks were decorated
at 10,00 AM. Two men decorate ship shortly after
10.30 vessel is fully decorated at 1ll.30 A.M. The
most of the crew were ashore at 8.00 A.M, and every-
ope during the afternoon. .

I asked Dr. Erbone if he was a Nazi or con-
nected, or in sympathy with that form of & government,
to this he replied he was not, but people thought he
was beceause he wore the Nazi Swastika on his belt, he
offered no other good reasons for me to assert he was,

.. a8 in my opinion he performed the duties of & Surgeon
"’ 1ip an eéfficient and proper manner where the welrare of

working men were concerned.

I hereby make a statement -to the effect that. ~ .

I did not threaten the life of the Chief.Engineer
aboard this vessel, but I wish to ssy that at Santos
on the south bound voyage, I had an argument with the
Chief Engineer back in our quarters and ask him if he
would come out on the dock to this he replied he would,
and waited aft, but the men in the Fos'cle discouraged
this due to the fact that I had been drinking and the
vessel was ready to sail. I also did not, and bave no
recollection or reasons to threatening his wife or
baby, with bodily harm, or to take their lives upon

arrival at San Francisco.

. To my recollection I have never made ény threats -
iof violence, or personal injury to any of the passengers,

ofricera or crew aboard the ship.
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"Statement of LIOYD E., USINGER (Cont.)

*Special Paragraph'

I would also like to state, what is actually
in my opinion, and has been the reason, for the proe
longed dissension and agrivation that has taken place
during the voyage - 'First, frequently liquor parties
sponsored openly by the Master and other officer’s
aboard ship at sea. (2) Such disorders have resulted
into neglience and decreased the saftey and welfare of
others aboard., (3) Masters unwillingness to advance
money to the crew, properly, at times he and Chief En-
gineer.& 2nd Officer were ashore in a saloon drinking
as the crew waited six hours for their money. (4)
That shore leave was denied passengers and crew, charg-
ing them with being Communists and that the Master had

- made such statement this occured at Pernembuce, also -

at Puerto Colombie, where the crew refused to work
until they had been given permission to see the U.S.
Consul. (5) Continual agrivation on the part of both
side's, that we were refered to in slanderous and un-
scean nemes by the Master, that came to us through

others, not connected with the vessel. (6) That all -

officers were in favor -of the action teken at San .
Juan in the stewards controversy, that the crew was
logged for such action, that also Police guards were .
placed aboard the ship when requested to.be removed.
(7) That the use of liquor has been free and easy to
all those who desired it, and that errors from the

same were seldom corrected, or an attempt of diecipline
change has never been offered by those of the proper
authority.

I have reéd over the 6 page statement, and in
ell parts, it was-given freely under my own hand also
it contents are true to the best of my knowledge.

/s/ LLoyd E. Usinger

Pe 1644 Jackson St.

Federal Bureau of San Frencisco
Investigation, : _ Phonse.

U. 8. Dept. of Justice =~ . ~~ .

-~

: 69 Clay St. San Francisco
b" . Or William Werren
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Description of Subject USINGER as obtained by
Agent's observation is as follows:

\

NAME LLOYD EUGIENE USINGER

Nationality American (Germen descent) . o
Born Cloverdale, c§litornia . g
Age 131 (6-24-05) . Sl LT
Height 5 10" N .
Weight 160 1bs. ¥
Build Medium “ _
Hair Brown .
Eyes Brown
Complexion Fair

*" Tatoo Tiger head on left arm
Education 2% yrs. high school -
Occupation A.B, Seaman; member of the

_Sailors Union of the .
Pacific, 59 Clay Street,
San Francisco, California;
was patrolman for four.
months (never has been

: delegate).
+ . - Address Arceta, California e
’ Remarks Nervous twitches of face .

and hands while writing.

Subject stated he was fingerprinted in Baltimore, * . ¢
. Maryland, for the purpose of obtaining Seaman’s Protection Cer- '
tificate, and also in San Francisco when he was arrested and
_ cbarged with assault, having served six months at San Bruno,
California,

On February 15, 1937, the above facts were pre-
sented to Assistant United States Attorney Williem Fleet Pal-
mer, who advised that since there was no attempt on the pert ,
QL Subjects or others of the crew to obtain command of the ship, -
or to overthrow the officers, end since it was apparent that AR RN
the incident at San Juan was in the nature of a atrike,
_prosecution 'ould ‘be 1natituted. ) . &

o, O

o o ) .
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& _rclative to Dr. N 6 rport but revealed nothi‘g
concerning subject Usinger., 4

Information in the files of the Far Eastern Division of the
State Departmont, as produced by MR. STUART J. FULLER, Assistani Chief,
likewise corroborated the details of reference report and added information
that subject Erben i{s reputed to be a drug peddler and is liested in the
black list issued by the Narcotic Bureau; further, that Dr. Erben was at
one time arrested in Vienna, Austria, carrying concealed weapons, the
date of the arrest not being known; that he is very eccentric, and it
is believed that all his expeditions and explorations are of his own
imagination and have never been backed up by any facts. No informetion
was available relative to sudbject Lloyd Usinger.

UNDEVELOPED LEAD

THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION

At Washington, D, C., will contact the Narcotic Buresu for
any information relative to subject Hermann Frederick Erden,
M. DOU ’

~ PENDING =




Federal Burean of Investination
Muited States Nepartment of Justice -

1105 Mills Tower,
San Francisco, California

¥ebruary 26, 1937, ' |

ALL [NFRRUIATIAN LEHTANED

CRET SUNCKISSIRED
DA Eg/au 20 51 SE3 TEE, LCK)

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washingeton, D.C,

Dear Zir: : HTR'ANN FRADERICK ERBEN, M.D.
With Aliases;
LLOYD USIIGER (SS WEST MHWAH);
Ispionage; 'utiny on the High
Seas, '

On February 20, 1937, the San Fruncisco Bureau Field
Division received a telegram from the Los Angeles Bureau Field
Division advising that investigation of this case was completed
and the United Stetes Attorney ut Los An-eles, California, has
declined prosecution.

The San Francisco Field Division had previously ob-
tained three photographs of DR, HERMANN FREDZRICK ERBEN and on S
February 23, 1937, while v of this divigion was on the . —

SS ™iest l'ahwah" o hotographs & A

as

THis doctor appears to be a colorful personality and
while apparently un American citizen, is said to be a very pro-
German individual and critical o the United States Covernment .

AL WA N 5
ﬁz_ . CorRs et

N & atia 8

> LR T QR Eosdh .

relates that this doctor was

8

‘ yro

‘} oy DTC 10 forrerly ship's @octor on the SS "Jest Mahwah" end that he was

71 29 V' a great admirer of CHANCTZLLOR ADOLPH HITLER and when the SS

332" )1 WL "Nest Mahwah" passed other vessels on the high seas, DR, ERBEN

£ g would mount the bridge, give the Nazi Selute and shout "HEIL, ,

3 HITLER," C e N S -
X
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‘ Ry ststed that on one occasion, DR. ERRBTIN
s on a large American Flag which

k11

thaet they had

It is reported thut DR. ERBN was formerly connected
ith the Nationnl Geographic Society field party in Tibet. ie is
said to have recently been in Hollywood, California, and to have
flown by plane to New ‘ork City,

This supplemental data is being furnished to the Bureau
for its information. It is believed that the Bwreau will be
perticularly interested in the three photographs of DR. FRBEN, all
of which bear his signature since these photographs appear to be
entirely dissimilar and one photograph shows DR, ERBEN weuripg a
HITLER mustache and what purports t0 be a Geman emblem on his
blouse.

The Naval and Military Intelligence have been apparently
interested in the activities of DR. ERBAEN.

Very truly you?s,

s S, -
Tl crirermnr,

1DW:FB W, L. LISTERMAN,
65-31 Special Agent in Charge
Enclosures-3

ec: Los Anpeles

i e g A 7 s ey St 0 e 1 g o .
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Vame - He-mann ¥. Erben z;aée - '33 years,
Age 39 years A%%snt - 6 tol

Wei - 240 pds.
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