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This reference 1s an article from the Chicago
”Dazly szes” for 9/22/40 entitled "Fear U.S. Harbors

Bi , hich w ¢ r1ahle tog, the Bureau

This
Ticliecs made

public by Secretary of Nauu Knor, as part of the nationul

defense program. Col. Williagm J. Donovan, having just re-

turned from a mission abroad on behalf of Secretary Knom,
wrote these ariicles in collaboration with Edgar.ﬁowrer

Soreign correspondent.

E1-7560-11245

(26)

SI 62-58216-1125
(91) (Article from
Washingion "Evening
Star', £/22/40)

This reference is a letter from Jol. Villiam J.
doncva an attorney at 2 Falls St., NYC, da

YA

n, ipd 8,00 /20
NYC _enclozing a letter he had received f‘ron* bb

i — . o7 T

infornation regerding a Géerman whose last name wes Fzs heqser.
This individual haed jJjust bought ¢ lake and surrounding laend

in Otsego County and had spent considerable money on the
place although he only lived there in the summer,
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on &8/29/40 letters were di rected to both- b 0
Pand Col. Donovan stating that an ent from Tne !
ouny Field Office would call upon for fur-

ther information.

65-203530-2

(96)

i The 8/23/40 issue of "Hemisphere', city and state
o not given, carried an article which stated that Roosevelt's
’;? announcement of pending exchange of aged U.S, destroyers

for British bases, and the Canadian « U.S. mutual dejence
‘\\ﬁ agreement, dramaticaelly brought to ligat the results of

- lengthy secret talks., Not made public, kowever, was the

' name of Roosevelt’s negotiator. No diplomat, the man who
e was sent to 8peak for the President in London was Col.

"¥ild Bi11" Donouaw World Far I commander of New York's
Fighiing 689th. Material for Donovan's newsnaper articles
on "European Fifth Colunn” was gathered during ronversaotions
with King George, Prime Minister Churchill and dozons of
lesser British dignitaries.

Avove article is one of
several newspaper clippings
making up this serial.
64-1000-31

(67)
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On 8/29/40 Congressman Wright Patman from Teras

appeared before a Special Hearing of the HCUA., Pairnan re-

Jerred to a report by Col. VWilliam Donovan and Fdgar Mow-
rer on the "fifth columns' in the U.S. which appeared in
an unidentified newspaper on 8/22/40 under the following
headline: "Strong 'Fifth Column' In United Stat-s could
Be Cur Undoing « Hitler conspiring for Forld Dominion -
Immense Suns Spent for Propaganda'. The full text of the
above article is set ocut in this reference.

Dies Committee Report,
Vol. 14, pg. 201

(74)

3 ount John de Poer-

[%

{ (1 f - ESC KR 15
dicari wgs ery good friend of Col., "RBi1l1" Wililiam Dono-
van.#wet Donovan at a cocktail party given by
Count eratcart at 410 Park Ave., NYC in September 1710,
Donovan was believed to have been asked to use his influence

in obtaining o visa for TJount de Perdicari to return to
Italy.

was; Alicag

85-31008-11

(27)

-



L9
£am w/qr/fn T 1 - mdd AT AT e oad ey Ak . -
Ui Dl U e 7 2L AL OL cgoniLy

o, O

wirﬁ

~
L I R A R Y
.l
o

var

er who in turn trans/
or Martin Dies.
(aouruc not piven)

Dot 20,000 to Thorkild Re
sum to thz campaign manager

—yer
Y
o

L
A confideniial source nd T oo that
Col, "illiar Donowvan wrs Jeiber’s £i: C iz
throushouy hig difficultiecs cver assceiat 5 itk
Vestrick ond could probably furnish pertinent deiails con-
ceraing Roiver's finagnciol dealings, although it was ncl
deerrd gqduizakle to interview Col. Donoven at thaot tirme,
e Yemo for the Jircector, &/770°
- No capiion given
- Go-10325-182
;ﬁ c(a8)
1 10/10,750 an unknown outside aonros in LFU,
madc aquailabdle informaticn concerning the Jounciel sor
Drmorracy.  CJcl. Willianm BSonoven was lisiz’ o3 o wotbesr of
the seord o his council,  Raymond Feen D iy Samio2? o
o~ o dircetors of 1live Council Far D' pevn2y shatar A
ire purpese o the councii was to rmal crLorrann o orit?
Jirghting for.,
Blind Yemo, ID/25%/1C N
- Re: uounuzl Jor Derocracy
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This reference 18 a letter to the Director dated
. 10/16/40 signed Bill (¥illiam J.) Donovan on the letterhead
of Donovan, Leisure, Newton and Lumbard, Attorneys and

Counselors et Low, 2 Wall St., NIC. JIn this le‘an
: nformation which he had received from
Moncerning the presen country of cervain
renc
a

=

contacts, and suggested 8 a contact for
information. Donovan also stat ank Knoxr had ask.d

that they get together for luncheon &sometime saonlzgké)

This letter was acknowledged on 10/12/40 and the
luncheon itnvitation accepted.

66-2542,8582X
{107)
SI 100-6407-1
(7s)

This reference is a letter dated 10/18/40 from
¥illiem J. Donovan, an attorney at 2 Wall St., NYC, to Mr,
Hoover regarding a Baron Frgnz Von Recum who asked Dono-
vagn 's advice on obtaining residence in the U.S. This letter
was acknowledged 10/24/40.

65-31063=-1

(92)




oy This reference is a letter dated 10/24/40 fron

,iﬁ william J. Donovan, Attorney ot 2 Wall St., NYC, regarding

;& a maen name?d Henry F. Miller who was charged mib= smuggling
narzotics from Kerico. Letter ackncwledges 11/8/£0,

- 12-0-4439

» (77)

%-T,‘ \ S

On 10/21/40 Mr. Hoover telephonically contacted
Col. #¥illinm J. Donovan in response to his call. Donovan
mentioned a young lady who had lwnch with thew anc stated
that ghe wrs suspicious ¢f ¢ Xr. Jamnond She had aduised

g that Famnmond had saisd something abouu coring to her planre
T T and she sent him a telegram that she could not have hirm,

. but the telegram came back that he was in Halifcx. She
o later teld him that she had attermpted to send the telegrar

and this caused hin grect concern. He ashked her fo gine
him the record of all the time he had beern in ker home,
From thesc cciions she concludes that somcons was chec’ing

ki

—— [ 7 - oS L T - e
- on hin j y ,/('z/ﬂJL‘ A B A . : o
: /
. ¥erno from Mr, Hoover
- to ¥r. Tarm and Mr.
Clenqg dated 10/21/4¢
No caption given
BEBRDLE-2007
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On 10/24/40 Col. William J. Donovan called from
NY and talked with ¥r. Temm, concerning an individual who
gove his name to Thorkild Bzeber as wWatts end stated he
was a Federal Inspector. Donovarn was advised thet +he
Bureau had no agent in that vicinity by the name of ¥a

Memo for the Director,
10/24/40

No caption given
€5-27244-6

(e3) -~

This reference is an undated memo from an uni-
dentified outside source,“place not given, received in
early November 1940. This memo stated that when Col.
wiilicgn Jonovan returned from his trip abroad where he
had been sent by Secretary of Navy Kroxr, the Presicent
and Ben Smith met Donovan and talked with him. Smnith soaid
Donowvarn told him that when the first blitatries hit Lorcon
that London would collapse. Jonovan later gaid Thatl ke
ha+ talked to Smith but thot he had said that in his
epinion the British would stop the Nazis.

EE-PE57 =50

(26) =
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This refersnce is a letter dated 11/8/00 from \
SE willion J. Donocvan, Attorney at 2 Yell IJt., NYJ. 1o

I 4 Jr. Popuor enclosing a leige L Donobnn had receiue R
g oo I Teras. Tettor szt uut :
1 fo TR Rt rr g Goroe L 0im, J100 Fuena Vigia ., i

Jan Antonlu Teros, who was o n?w“ner o) :
Forzinn Iinister of Japan. i

Letters of acknowledgerent were seni to boti:_
i genoeven on 11,0674

NG/ A0,

i

Ch=21408-1

e ! 7

7is reference 18 a letler drtcol I1/79,0 frow
vilitan J. Jonovan, an attorney at D Tall Si., NID, incuiorian

10 txe attituse of Hraft Rearl officiale toward draf’

Ry
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cirante joing aversens with tac Jritiah, gr. 1000
Lonevsn wne qdviecd by iedbdeor thar the e !
Jiad Cernnlate] no policy on this nmatilior,
SRR ]

shis reference 18 @ heotlet eniitlo-, T FLE
‘olurr Tescons for Arerice!! hp Col. Williew deschan ans
dgar Yorror with the introduction writien Ry Frons inoo.

Swaretary o the Faoy. This boeoilet publich-i by ih2
MDA
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In the latter part r the earl

-~ o

3.4 2

i gents concerning i0rkt Bzeber hf}
ofiftcer in charoe of forezgn sales and the Teras Marine
Departnme e Teras Company, prior to his resiynation
in 1541, stated that Col. William Donovan treveled
o with Riebér on one or more occasions throughout Germany and
i was introduced by Rieber to important persons in Germany
and later used these contacts for his own military missions
in Central Europe.

%

~tated Donovan and Rieber were the best o
JTiends ena suggested that Donovan be interviewed regarding
Rieber. Prior to Rieber's resignation from the Teras (Com=-

. pany he was represented by Col, William Donovan whose ser-

. vices were compensated in the sum of #6,000 by the Teras
Corpani.

Y Rpt., 10/%/43

e: Terkild Rieber, wmus,
Registraticn Act, Dc~
naturalization proceedings -

&, Neutraglity Act

65-27244<81 N

. (12) -

g; In 1341 a list of personsg on the personal mailing
j list of Ulric EBell and his organization, the Fight for Free-
dom Tomnittee, included the name of Col. William J. Donounan.

Source not given
Bureau 'emo, 5/15/41
. No caption given
100=24187V=2
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" This reference 18 an unidentified report dated
1/25/41 setting out data obtoined from a confidential Source
close to the German Embassy, entitled "European Situation.,”
Thig report stated that "Wild Bill" Donovan would prove dis-
appointing to the President in his missions to Bulgaria _
and @reece.as an emigsary of the President. Deiails as
discussions with the heads of these countries set out. (?e)

The above ihjbrmotion was furnighed to Vajor
General Edwin M. Watson, Secretary to the President on
1/28/41. T

on 1/29/41 the NYC PD advised that an investigation
had been conducted concerning Count John Perdicari (believed to
be a German spy) who had been in the US allegedly stnce 1934 as
a representative of Piccioli (a tobacco firm in Italy). During
6 personal interview with the investigator Perdicari said the
purpogse of Col. ¥William Donovan's journey to Europe was to
"reel out" various nations os to a United Sitotes of Europe. He
8aid that Col. Donovan was sent by Secretary Xnorxr agnd that the
Stote Dept. was receptive toward sponsoring such a movement.

NY Rpt
-G i
was y
e lP4 Eapi.l s

65-31008~5

) (29)
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This reference 18 an unidentified report dated
2/15/41 entitled "Furopean Situation” and setting out data
obtained from a confidential source close to the German
Embassy. This report stated that on Col., Donovan's visit
through the Balkan area he (Donovan) told the leaders of
the countries in this section that he was the direct re-
presentative of the President of the U.S. and warned them

dhmd 4 # +ha mmie mAanmana ohavyld ho Aafambad $hass Aanundnian
IFU 'J L2l 2 -3 Ul ¥ O VWe I @ LWkl Ve UGJ i e it O WV PO

could look forward to conciliatory and beneficial powers.
Donovan told them that if they played with the axis powers
ond were defeated, th ould not look for favor from Great
Britain and the U.S. C w)

The above information was furnished to Vajor
General Edwin M. WFalson, Secretary to the President; The
Secretary qf Novy; Assistant Secretary of State Adolf A.

Berle; Assistant Attorney General Matthew F. VcGuire and

- i -

Solicitor General Biddle on 2/18/41.

66~ 5424~3-229
(28)

Oon 3/10/41 the NI office advised that Col. William

ovan was believed to be making an itnvestigation o
ith a view of utilizing his services and that
ame disturbed when he learned of the investigation,

was agreed that an inguiry of Donovan would be made con-
cerning this matter.

Yemo for the Director, 12/10/41
No caption given

61-7566-8119

(118)~

ime =31 \



Puy SNE—— R 3
.
<

A trqnslnt;on Srom the Russian daily pnper for
3/17/<1 the "Russky Golos™ published at 61 Zast Tth St.,
NYC, carried a news . item which stated, "i¥illiam Donovan,
unofficial #ashinjyton observer in Europe, confers with
Spanish officials about American aid to Spain.

100~213153=-4
"Russky Goles", 3/17/41
(28)
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The NY "Times" for August 19 to 22, 1940 carried
6 series of articles by Col. lilltam J. Donovan and Edgar

lowrer, material J’OT‘ which was obiained by Col. Donouvan
when he was sent to London ot the request of Secretary of
Navy Xnor., The articles described German "pifth column”
methods. Donovan was Coordinator of Information in 1941,
which became Office of WFar Information in 1942.

The Seattle "Post - Intelligencer" for 4/20/41
listed Col. William J. Donovan ag a sponsor of the Fight

Jor Freedom Committiee.
Seat
Re:

SK-C
100-2379.5-120 pgs.

(1 osj v

This reference is a letter dated 5/13/41 from
WNilliam J. Donovan, attorney at 2 ¥all St., KIC, to Mr.
Hoover enclosing g lettier d S5/12/4 ovan
had received from

P
n to our government. Donovan's letter was acknow-

ledged 5/19/41.

65-353389-11
(101) ‘/9
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Col. Willigm J. Donovan was onc of the founders
of the American Friends of Yugoslavia, Inc., which was in-
corporated in NYC on 5/1/41 to relieve suffering Yugoslavia.

(Source not clearly stated)
NY Rpt., 3/7/44

Re: The American Friends

of Yugoslavia, Inc., aka;
IS-C

100-182760=-5

(92)

On 6/4/41 Mr. James Magee called this Bureau and
advised he had sent a letter to the Director on §/2/41 re-
questing a speaker for a mass meeting in Pittsburgh durt ng
the latter part of June. According to Mr. Magee this rally
was to be held in opposition to the America First Commitice
and "w/ild Eiil'" Donovan was to be one of the speakers,

2r. ¥Yagee was advised thas this letter would be
called to the Director's attention as soon as it arrived at
the Bureau.

Bureau memo, 6/4/41
No caption given
100-4712-67X2

(66) -
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On Saturday night prior to 6/34/41— ) b/\D
called Mr. Foxworth and cdvised that he had heard a radio
broadcast which stated that "Wild Bill" Donovan had been
appointed head of a new secret intelligence service, which
was to be staffed by representatives from the Justice,

Treasury and State Departments which would work closely
with the army and navy.

Memo for the Director,
6/24/41

No caption given
62-64427-32

(65) .

The Fashington "Times Herald"”, date not given,
carriad an article entitled "Donovan Feads U.S. Intelli-
gence" which stated that President Roosevelt had comw
misstoned Col, william J. "Wild Bill" Donovan a lMNajor
General in the U.S. Arny To supervise American military
intelligence and to ally i1t with the British secret ser-
vice. A timc stamp on the back of this reference ine
dicated it was received in Mr. Hendon's office 6/25/41. *

66-8700-4
(66,107)
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On 6/25/41 observance by a Bureau Agei+ at Room

629 of the kE Bidg. in NIC revealed that A
told hat (Col. William) Donovan OWU &ﬂL
to Yu o fight. Col. Donovan was caelled "¥ild Bill"

because he was such a 815sY, decora/ng L

65-8946-7018 pg. 39
(26) -

- In the summer of 1941 information was received
that Atherton Richards, regarded in Honolulu as a brilliant
erecutive, [financier and economist, who=was President of the
Hawaiian Pineapple Company, was assoczated with Filltaem J.
Donovan. (Source not given)

This reference containg the following notation:

"I understand from Donovan he ts to be his right hand man
on administration. H."

Yemo for the Director,
7/19/41

No caeption given
862=-63816=-2

(81)

ST 62-38186-1

(1) -
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On 4/2/50 Joszph Barnes was interviewed by
Bureau Agents at which time he advised that in the summar
of 1241 he went to work for Col. ¥illiam "IFild Bill"
Donovan in the office of Coordinator of Injformation in
Kre.

¥FO report, 4/:1/50
Re: Owen Lattimore

Esp-R
100-24628-405 p. 7
(54, 66)
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This reference sets out information concerning the
newspaper, "The New Leader' published in NY. Attached to
this memo ig an article from the above newspaper of 7/12/41
by Edward Loring entitled, "Donovan Heads New Office To
Speed Counter Espionage.' This article stated that Col.
%illiam J. Donovan had been named Coordinator of Information,
and included a picture of Col. Donovan as well as details of
the new counter espionage office.

¥emo for Mr. Nichols,
?/16/41 with above news-
paper clipping

No caption given
61-5124-9

(118)

The Congressional Record for 7/31/41, page 657!
carried the following remarks by Senator Fheeler with re-
ference to his (Wheeler's) prosecution by the Depariment
of Justice: "'Wild Bill' Donovan, who is in the Department
of Justice, is the magn who conducted my prosecuiion. Mr.
Donovan ts now head of the Gestapo in the United States.
That is the proper place for him, because he knows how such

‘things should be done. He worked with Burns, and with all

the sluyeths in the Depariment of Justice when they were
raiding the offices of the late Senator Caraway, the lcte
Senator Walsh, and old 'Battling Bob' LaFollette. So ke is
a fitting man to head the Gestapo in the United States.”

Memo for the Director,
8/1/41
Re: The Congressional
Record
- 66.1731-103X2

(62)
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35 & A confidential tnformant of VID who wos designated

oy &e\’?& 6 "E" gdvised that on 8/1/41 he had conferred with Del Fungo

=t Gierc, wa. Peter Brenner who wgs under indictment f{n the -
S Southern District of NY on charges of imperasonating a Gop't.
2 officer. Mr. Chorles T. Lark, Attorney for Glera, vgs qt- .
SR G temptiing to make an appointment with Col, Willianm Donovan in
SR 74 order for Giera to give Donovan the detcils of hts case. .
! € Giera cdvised that Lark claimed ke hagd something on Col.
o Donovan, and {f Donovan refused to tnterviesw Giera, then
E A { Lark would make g pudlic maotter of him.
y T ) " Col. Filliam J. Donovan, Coordinator of Information,-
eSS E was given detgils of above inderview in a Bureau letter dated
f 10/8/41. threat S
‘ v d ) o 7 - ‘ F .3 ",.— -
= . ’r _BIO
- : Re: L
¥ 3 was S
47-1663-9
b -} (2?,88)'} A
F it SI lat paragraph above - TR
- ; 47186379 S
i 65) (name searched as

- 44 ¥i1d B111 Donovan) .-uiir. -
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\ Tesur log, date not
t - : given, Fashington, D.C.

c;;;gled E’Sunmary .
Informant # not given
65-6.3;!-1 -79

(51)

on 8/19/41 NN ¢ co1, (¥illiam) Donovan's

office called and staile
Bureau be advised th

the Mayflower Hotel,
\ had come to Col. Donouvan’s o .
said he knew a group which was operating a smug g g
TR in the Everglades of Florida, and t ere smuggling
O, Germans in from Cuba or somewhere had been un-
Mn getting an interview aval officials.
LAl0) aid Col. Danawvan wanted someone from Navy or
l mwm_t the Mayflower Hotel and de-
termine whether or not something should be done about the

matter.

wad
Pyaa advised this M within the
Jurtsdiction of INS. A

Bureau memo, 8/19/41
No caption given
100-39578=-1

(51)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

#orm No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU “PG
REPORT MADE AT DATMEA\;I;EN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPCRT MADE BY
_ NEW YORK 6/30/53 | 6/23,24,25/53 THOMAS J. LARDNER
7;’ TITLE . CHARACTER OF CASE
. : "

WILLIAM JUSEPH DONOVAN, aka: "wild Bill SPECTAL INQUIRY
Donovan

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

WILLIAM D. MITCHELL advised that appointee has detested him since HERBERT
HOOVER appointed him Attorney General, Appointee's first law pariner, FRANK
G. REICHLE of Buffalo, was indicted during late 1920's or early 1930's on worth-
¥ ] less bond deal. Appointee asked MITCEELL to intervene. MITCHELL wrote letter

: J{/ to FGJ pointing out spotless character and reputation of REICHLE. No court
action instituted at that time, however, REICHLE was re-indicted in 1931 or
1932. Appointee again asked MITCHELL to intervene. MITCHELL refused. RFICHLE
tried and acquitted. MITCHELL considers appointee loyal, capable and brilliant
—” ~ and knows no reason why he should not have responsible govermnment position.

o~ -+ Judge CHARLES D. LAWRENCE, U. S. Customs Court, recommends most highly. The
Honorable HERBERT HOOVER recommends appointee most highly having known him since
1925; knows none of circumstances of indictments returned against REICHIE or
appointee's intervention in affair.

S RECETT

- RUC -
REFERENCE: Washington Field teletype to New York, 6/22/53. *

DETAILS: WILLIAM D. MITCHELL, Attorney, 20 Exchange Place, advised
that he has knowin the appointee for approximately 30 years
in mostly a professicnal relationship. He stated that both
served in the Department of Justice during the CALVIN COOLINGE Administration
from 1924~1928. - Mr. MITCHEIL stated that he was Solicitor General and the ap-
pointee Assistant o the Attorney General. At this time both were very friendly
and got along well together. ’
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However, Mr. MITCHELL stated.their feeling for each other
became strained when in his official cqpa01ty he had occasion to alter Eome
-~ of the legal briefs that the appointee drew. The app01ntee reSented these
alterations~and advised Mrs ‘MITCHELL of his resentmént. During the Fresi-
demt1a] campaign of 1928 the ‘appointee aided Mr. HOOVER, being a loyal Re-
publican, and after his election hoped that he would be appointed Attorney

General. However, in Washington political circles at this time his, Mr.

MITCHELL'S, name was prominently mentioned as the new Attorney General. Mr.
MITCHELL stated that when these rumors began spreading he called in the ap-
pointee and explained to him that he did not want the job, had no desires
of obtaining it, and had done nothing to secure the appointment.

However, a short time later Mr. MITCHELL was called to
the home of Associate Justice of the 3upreme Court HARLAN FISKE STONE, who
along with President-elect HOOVER who was also there, asked him to take the
Attorney Generalship. Mr. MITCHELL told them of his plans to return to pri-

- . -vate practice which negated his taking the Attormey General's position. How-
ever, Justice STONE and Mr. HOOVER persuaded him to take *the job, which he
did. ’

From that time. on the appointee detested him, feeling
that he had_ “underﬁut" bim, the appointee, to get the Attorney Generalshlp.

As a result of Mr. MITCHELL'S app01ntment, the appointee early in 1929 resigned
from the Départment of Justlce and "returhed to New York Cltj to found his 1aw

HT"HI v e e e A AR WA Sy ¥ - L g ity ger g errta B — e R .
L

One of the appointee's first partners was FRANK G.
REICHLE, now a practicing atiorney in Buffalo, who maintained the Washing-
ton-0ffice-of the partnership.. In’'the late 1920's or early 1930's Mr. REICHLE
was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Washington as a result, of a worthlesa
bond ‘deal. Mr. MITCHELL stated a few other individuals were also indicted
but he could not recall their identity. ”REICHLE protested his innocence.
stating that although the other iﬂd1v1duals who were indicted resided at the
same address as he, he had no connection with’ them.

The app01ntee at this time called upon Mr. MITCHELL in
his partner's behalf and asked him to have the indictment quashed. Mr.
MITCHSLL told the appointee that he could not do this, but wrote a letter
to the Federal Grand Jury pointing out the spotless character and reputation
of REICHLE and also of his high standing in the communlty. As a result of

_ thia letter, no ‘action was taken against REICHLE. - :

T However, in 1931 or 1932 REICHLE was re-indicted on the
-2- Lo
{
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same charge_and_once again the appointee asked Mr. MITCHELL to intervene.
The = appolntee at this time was campaigning for the governorship of New York
State, ~Mr. MITCHELL refused, telling the appointee to let the court action
take its c¢ourse. REICHLE was tried and acquitted. Mr. MITCHEILL could not
. recall the outcome of the trials of the other individuals involved, but be-
;é lieved they were convicted. All court records of this action are maintained

gg% in the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice.
# Mr, MITCHELL considers. the appointee to be a very capable

- and brilliant person and knows of no reason why he should not be given a

responsible government position. He believes that the present position to
be the Ambassador to Thailand. He considers the appointee'!s loyalty to be
unquestioned. - T ' o

(CHARLES D. LAVRENCE, Judge, United States Customs Court,

+ 1,.,.

. -+ both were serv1ng in the Department of Justice. He stated that his associa-

; tion with the appointee was professional and not very close. He stated that

P he has seen the appointee twice in the last five years. He stated further
that the appointee was quite disappointed when he was not made Attorney
General by HERBERT !OOVER. '

Judge LAWRENCE recommended the appeointee most highly
as to his character, reputation and loyalty to the United States Government.
He stated that the appointee has a notable record of public service and -
-recommends him for a responsible government position. He knew nothing dero-
gatory concerning the appointee.

The Honorable HERBERT HOOVER, former President of the
United States, Waldorf Towers, advised SA ROBERT J. JACKSON that he has known
the appointee since 1925 when he was an Assistant to the Attorney General
in the Cabinet of CALVIN COOLIDGE. The appointee subsequently served as an
Assistant Attorney General to his Attorney General, WILLIAM D. MITCHELL, but
rezigned in 1929 to return to New York City. Since that time they have
maintained their association and constantly keep in touch with each other.
Mr. HOOVER recommended the appointee most highly as to his character, repu-
tatipn, ability and loyalty to the United States Government. He'stated that
he -knew-none of the circumstances surrounding the indictments returned against
FRANK.G. REICHLE, the appointee's former law partner, and the attempts made
by the appointee to have them quashed. He suggested that his Attorney General,
Mr. MITCHELL, be interviewed in this regard. Mr. HOOVER knew nothing dero-
gatory concerning the app01ntee and recommended him for a lesponsible govern—

ment position. e
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAIRED FKE' -
§7 : Director, FBI EIREIN IS UroLassIrinp . DATE: 6/30/53 \
1{,&0 for mgoman  LCTTVEERLSHORN . : ' '
A" FROM 3 SAC, New York (77-16713) CIyeTnwizs
P - - M
i SUBJECT: witkia gossed TONOVAN, aka: (ATTENTION: INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION '~ f
i}‘_ *iild Bill" ponovan SPECIAL INJUIRY SECTION) y i t

SPECIAL INQUIRY
-

Reference is made to report of SARHOMAS J. LARDNER, 6/19/53,

New York.
The following information in regard to the appointee is being brought '
to the Bureau's attention, and due {o the nature of it is not being reported :

in the details of the referenced report.

0a 10/3/u% JORN %. ENGLISH, Attorney, 1_1‘: g. Da*iel B2igwin ruilde
E&’g, home add‘css, 2L50 South Shore Drive, both in Erie, Pennsylvania, adi-
4 «vised that when General DCNOVAN set up 0SS, comprised vhe organizatiorn of sore
30 branches. ENGLISH was in the Fleld Photographic Branch. He stated tuat
on nuuercus occasions he wes warned by his superiora in this broanch that the
Pé?:ﬁ?ﬁé; o©f the Visual Presentation Section were EHDELVDFLDE 1o encroaci:
upon the jurisdiction of the Field Pnotcgraphie Brarch. The perscnnel of
the Visual Presentation Branch were suspectecd Commmunists or fellow travelers,
&n” while they had no direct evidence to substantiate this clsim, their

opinion was based on the following.

1:s Their branch was the only branch that mairtained collecticr. boxes
for Russiarn War Relief. ! e St S - '
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Letter to Director : o _ ' T.. , TO
NY 77-16713 B s B :

2. They were anxious to hire colored personnel,

3. In conversation between the enlisted personnel of the Fielci Photo~
graphic Branch and the Visual Presentation Branch, the personnel of the Field
Photographic Branch were impressed with the radicalism of the personnel of

the Visual Presentation Branch.

L. About this time, the winter of 15LL-19L5, CARL MARZANI, one of
the members of the Visual Presentation Branch, was exposed by the "Nashing-

\edlea_
-79

ton Times-Herald." _ 5{77
‘ m

The above information was previously furnished administratively by S

report of SA BRONI S. MACYS entitled "J. DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, was., et . :
al, Perjury, Internal Security - R, Espionage -~ R," at Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- % 9..
vania. N
X

On 9/9/50 CIA reported that Gener e

WILLIAM DONOVAN, formerly of 0SS) advised *g -

the General. General DONOVAN
cuss intelligence matters.

LT ARET yAaTRY YR

- Bureau by report of SA FRANCIS J. CALLANT entitle
;_\r(; Espionage - IS," 2/28/51, New York c.’Lty.
.mt‘ .
\ﬁD The information attributed to informan as previousl
e furn to the Bureau by report of SA FRANCIS NT entitled h
W \ was; Espionage - IS," 2/13/52, New York City.

Due to the type of information furnished by the above sources they
are regorted by letter and not by report.

Reference is made to Bureau teletype to New York, dated 6/18/53. \ L



letter to Director
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The information attributed ¢ 19 sly fur~ .
ed to the Bureau by letter dated 3'entit1ed ESpionage -
RY - .

During the course of the 1nvest1gation of
a Security Matter -~ C classification, the following was noteds
A
On applying for employment at the "New York Daily News 1snea
GEORCE W. POLK, ¢/o "Herald Tribune," Paris,France, as a refere

Mr. LUKE CARROLL, in charge of correspondents at the "New York Herald
Tribune,® advised on 1/28/53 that the GEORGE W. POLK who had been & corres- °
pondent for the Paris "Herald Tribune," which is owned by the "New York
Herald Tribune," was identical with the GEORGE POLK who had been killed in
Greece in 1948,

POIK 'S death was the ohiact of man investi ani‘{nnn by various agsenclies
Taiks & WER WL Fas el nvestl Bt

VM Ve v Wi n.n-a vvvvvv wJ BEVIIvATw )

since he went into Greece to investigate the "civil war" taking place there.

The "Volce of Freedom" for June 1948 reports POIK was killed because
he despised the Greek Fascist Government and wanted to broadcast an inter-
view with the leader of the Greek guerillas. According to this article,
the Greek Government did not uant the American people to hear this broad-
cast.

The "Voice of Freedom" is & publication cited by the California Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1948, pege 22L;, "to be Communist
initiated and controlled or so strongly influended a3 to be in the Stalin
solar system," . :

The "New York ﬂﬂmanﬂ an ﬂ/ﬂ nnri '?/l'-" garied a gtore e T

.L\r&r\- Ry s Wik Wy ) WAL [ U WL A WA W A WF 4ie F.

STONE relative to the POLK murder and subsequent investigations. The story -
alleges the Overseas Writers Club was investigating leads indicating the
Rightists were responsible for the murder and that the Greek Government in-
F _ fluenced the American Embassy in Athens in having the chief investigator re-
LT called. STONE charged "a hush up" of the case. The Overseas Writers Club

: was chaired by WALTER LIPPMAN and General WILLIAM DONOVAN.




T letter to Director :
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In view of the nature of the above information it is being furnished = °
by letter to the Bureau.: It is being left to the discretion of the Bureau ..
to have WALTER LIPP jnterviemed concerning his knowledge of General ' . -
mNOVAN. - . Lo ) . . o . v

The above information was previously reported to the a _ a
John L. Fagan on 2/17/53 in the report entitled mas.}
Security Matter - C" at NYC. _
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Tiis casz omicmareoar  BUREAU | JMR
REPORT MADE AT . DA"I'“E WHEN \remon FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE &Y . ) o
KEW YORK 7/1753 6/29/53 . | THOMAS J. LARDNER
e N . - .4 -

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, akes . -
"wild Bi1l11l™ Donovan R

' SPECIAL INQUIRY =

.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: T-2, advised that his experience with the
appointee has not been favorable. He considers appointee. -
an "anti-antfi-Communist" and would not recommend, T-3,
considers appointee a "bubblehead" who never got tough -
with Communists ln 0.S.S. He would not recommend appointee,

- RUC - R
REFERENCE ~ Report of SA THOMASJ., LARDNER, June 19, 1953
DETAILS T-2, an informent of known relisbility, an

individual who 1s well yersed in Communist

dct1vity in ‘the labor union field, advised
that his experience with the appointee has never beeyn favorable.
Th!{ém_mlntﬂe_has—always-haanﬁori_and_maihx“ fn his treat-
nént of Communists and Communist infiltration of organizations
under hls control., T-2, s tated that Ihe &ppointeé would never
take a Tifm stand ‘against Communists in government, unions, or
the United Nations. - T=2; tonaldery thé appointas an "ant (santi-
Comilnlste." T-2, stated that his comments were not based on
apecific_incldents, but ‘on general TmpréssIcn” and observatioms .
T7-2, would not recommeénd the appoirntee, '

-

Tw_g‘.__n.J.n.LQm_ant of unknown reliability,
newspaper columnist, who has _general Knowlsdags dr vArioug ——
activities throughout the United States, advised that he has
made inquiry oconcerning the appointee for his own use, The

appointee!s -law firm represents—a public reletiony Yird,
AlT16d o}gﬁlca%_e,_}gho's“e"'c'lienta ere JOHN L. LEWIS, FRANK
CUSTELL0, and LAUGHLIN CURRIE. The appolntee was allopget-to = -

have Is aded a recent comulttee which was to aesk Presiden
A oD SrciaL Asoer lﬁrr“‘ o DO NOT WRITK IN THESE SPACES
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’ %LS_E,I‘LHMBJ_O_QHSt Senatqwﬁﬁ%.ﬂ.mm The appolntecls
aw firm_also.was.alleged ta represent the Chinese Generals
WAG_absconded with millions_of Nationalist China's funds, T- 3,
considera ,me gppo:l.ntee a,mnuon.wneaa wno nover gOL bDugn
the “ommunlists in Office of Strategic Services. T=3,

would not reccmmend the appointee,

- RUC -
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ROBERT J. JACKSON

Due to the type of information furnished, these
- - individuals desired their identities be protected.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU

REFORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH M’ADE REPORT MADE BY
MADE
WASHINGTON, D. €. 72353 6/26,;3%§0,7/1, WILLIAM B, UFHTMORE saw
TITLE

SRR CHARACTER OF CASE

VIITLITAM JOSEPT DONOVAN SPYTTATL TRCULIERY

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Result of HCUA file review set forth. T®DGAR ANSTI. MOWRER, Syndicatad
ﬁgir ., Telumnist, revorts [avorably concerning DONOVAT,
nta, / .
;f L

PR SN | "Fic

l

X 0! e o,(( ""'
PN o ”PFPEHZH g New York teletype dated June 18, 19%3.

Q,r T ‘f{‘ Report of SA WILLIAM W, F“MIMOHE dated June 26, 1993 at
. Washington, D. C.

FULALLE WY VWAZETIOTOG, DLT,

ELTAABZLIH. AZRRILL BUHPLOY testified umder oath befure the

House Comrlttee on Un-Arerican Activities on Julv 31 1040 _ﬁﬁé"aa‘utteu

ol F5 _a former merber of the TorFunisl J4FLy,  She also testified -
that_she onerated as courier in a Soviet esp1onapé_HETWBF"“UEtWEEn*

- 1951 and 19h>. She 1dent1f1ed MINCAN ~HAPLIN LIR of the 0ff
Stralepic Services as one of her contacis in «“ashingten, 0

. Ts Viss
. TETHTTEY Xt 3ifcd treETe’ was a 01rcla or 1awvers arcund General
R MAWNOATAY at 0us PR '

0035 and LAE was one of them. He orov ided her all ‘D el
TNt IhRT THIDT ded birhly secret informatidn on what

0885 was doing; that thoy were trwlng to make sascret nepotiations with
Fovermmantes in the Balkan bloc ik cass LEe war enceu, thut they wer
parithiting néople in Mungary; bhat 028

fice of

Deople werc orinc sent 1n10
Thrkey 16 operate in thﬂ Pa1k4ns and that General BRI dq_ln erested
- - L " -
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in havinp an exchange by the NEKVD and 0SS.

| U )

e - -

¢ s ———

Ohe furiher testifiéd that L7E was_a member-of the Com il st
JTarty ind had wor}pd in Genoeral. DONOVAN's law fim prior to eomins
irto the NS5. IEH testified under oath befcre the Committee on
ATHuELT1G. 1al ! dred : 143 14k Mies BEMLLEY
Aupusl10, 19ht. e acknowledped acouaintanceshin with Mies BENULEY,
stating s'c was known to him as HEL:N GURALT,

L5 testified:

"wr, fhairman, Miss ELIZABETH BENTLEY in her recent
testirony before the House Un-American Affairs Tomrittee
has arecusced »o of helng a fomrunist arnd of sonolyine her with
coerad, infemabion concernine the 055,

"7 want to sav ecatcrorically that I ar naot and have
never been a Comrunlst'a*d'that 1" have never diviujrad
cladsifiéd irforpation to any unauthorized perscn. -I.had
been an assistant in the 1egal cffices of General IWNCVAN

- befo“e the war; I had comé to the"0SS™With him as his
afsistant; and I was ‘therefore particularly aware of a
rennxrement of ersonal lovalty Lo him in such matters alone

with my lovalty to the service of the mited Dlates.

"Duriag the war my wife and I ret Miss SURITNY socially
at t} 2 heme of a friend., VYe met a preat many peonle at
this time. Therealter we saw Miss BENTLEY off and on for
a little over a year. OQur acguainlercs wan entirvely a social -
- one,

"l made it a rule during my service with 055 never to
discuss anyti'-ing that had not oreviously annpared in the
newspaners, and then only to the exient mad Dubllﬂ. LI

certainly kept str1CLTy to thls ruie in any ,al T aver
had withMiss YE‘IT" coTn o

"T was in the Army and in the 0585 for ned
and during that time werked day and nirht, i
and ovarsecas, to further our war effort. 1 ar sur: that
fenaral LW AN and the other of Flecers urdder whon 7 served
will confirm the fact Lhet rv war record io one of which I
can ferl jusily proud, While in the Ariv T roe from tha rank
of first lieutenant Lo lieutenant colonael. 7 have received
sevoral official comrmendations. I knew thiat I have served
my country with complete loyalty and to the oozt ¢ my
ability and it is a prolound sho-¥ to tinl rv nae and war
recor:d attaclked by the irresponsihle charres of U o woman.

N P ik
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"It is hard for me to belie\e that Miss BENTLEY's.
statements are those of a rational person. 1In trying to
recall my acqualntance with Miss BENTLEY T have been puzzled

that T do not remermber that she ever tried to get any

to believe {hat Miss_EANTLEY yged her scgizl relationship
with me merely to help her misrepresent to her.emplqyers for
bg own personal build-up that she had access ﬂqmugh me to

someone of the imporiance of General DOXOV:IN. '*“' - -

In addition to the above LEE related he was_employed in
DONOVAN'S Jaw.firm for fhree years and was then brought into the 0SS
'B‘."{he General. 1In 08S his wﬂrkﬁmﬁﬁwn ;:E'éééq___ﬁrv"l y legal
adYISOF and Dart'l'v a mermber of the so-called ‘secretariat, 1

aT Degn_bent By Terieral D OVAN6r two missions to China,
Om—the=f4rst-mt¥SIG, "In 1543, he_didnoi.get T3 TAIHAY “on twe wwromt— ~
nﬁ“ssim,mmwlédle-o? Jﬂiﬂ%% Muent-anmﬁ) YAl DORUVAN
ard returned the first t week in Jctober,

e

Xo further nertinent :Lni‘omatlon regarding the relationship
betw=2n Genera Roted in yhe House Lommitiee an

5 zwecords .

S

TH®MAS J. DONEGAN, Special Assistant to the Attorney General,

advised SA JOSEPH M. KELLY of the New York Office of the Federal Bureau O
of Investication on Septerber 1k, 1945 that he had learned through
a confidential source that General WILLIAM J. DONOVAN had issued a J ’:\P\
staterent to the press that he still had confidence in DIWNCAN C.1EE, i' ~
More specific information was not available, __" )1
> 2
_gg"N The files of _T-:L, _anpther govemnnnt,__agmcy_xhn.ch.condnnios . ‘/_Q’D o
personnel and securnv-r, ¢ _invesiigall ons,.reflsci. LEG was separated w
MH 4}/ m actlve duty as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Arry of the United -
% €5 on January “Wd ShTAPrilTS, "19UE; Tupdt “themTecommendation | v O
of /"/ ommmwmwn wwarded Mmmeﬂﬂ’aronj{eﬁal U\/
ilan]¢d RO ¥y record relrlec FI8TeT8d Tor separation from the Army G ™
AT mr-&anum-y-ear-}%émd.asm terMnil It aVe"x!ﬁt‘.I.‘;L"ﬁv‘b"‘l’h‘ﬁ"m = 1Y Q
“wetwIdate of separatxon.Lu) 'é’ .
) -
- t

Mﬁ

information out of me. In view of that fact I_an tempted ___ )
5

TedD

Miss B“'N:llEY g],so testified trat in addition to LEE thgse
of her contacts who were employed 1n UoS were Ml m’”CE‘ rmd’L PLRIN Hea:{

L= y Ln
ananes D L"N _’LNNEL Spanish Divi sion,

Miss BENTLEY festified WALPTRIN was a Comrunist from whom
she collected dues. BHe furnished various Lypes oF 1nlorretion inasruch

+ Tomgr gonrT




Wiro 77-hh319

as he hai access to that which 085S was pettlng on Latln arerica; had

3ece55 10 cablss which 055 Wds getting’in o Trom its azent abroad; had

Maoe38 to world Swide inforration of various sorts and reporied Lo har
éE that 0ST “}ad an arrangnménf with the State Department whereby he c3u]d
! see Stafe Uenartnent cables on v:l_t.q; 1ssu°s

——— . e e, - —— e s

In a gienzd statement furnished to the Federal Purecaa of
Tnvestirgation Apents on November 30, 1945, wniss WiNTLIY stated her
last meeting with HALPERIN occurred in 19hL. He was still employerd
by 085. 1In early 1945 MJACK", her Russian coniact at that time, told
—155 BENILEY thai HALPERIN had been accused by General WILiiaMm .
FONOVAN of beins a Soviet Agent, After this accusatlon, accordinz Lo
"JACK, HALPTRTY failed to appear two or three times to reet his contact.

farkrronnd inforration jnserted inoo the Meuse Comritiec on
mefrerican Activities record during ¥iss BERTLEY's testircny indiczted
ﬂﬂET“ﬁ*ﬂ'Va”'EFblode in"05S ‘between Septerber 1941 and nctober 1943
and In ﬂﬁ""ﬂpnargfeﬂg_of State'betwpen October 1945 and June 1946,

L On the morning of January 2k, 1946, during the course of
a nhvsical survelllance of HALPFRTN by #BI Apents JODERH 7. WALEH, JR.,
FRANTTS CALLANT, and “NANSTS . ORRIEN, he was observed leaving his
lew Yook hoteol and proceeding te 2 Wall Street, thoe ooidror s of the law
fir- of Tondran, Leisure, Newton and Lombard., Ye ranain: the
building apnecxinately a hall hours Thic Taw Jlrem Lo thae LIt wiiaol
General IXRIOVAN is connected.

With reference to J. JULIUS JOSEEH, Miss J3INILEY testified -
she had collected Pommunlst Party ‘dues’ from hlm. Pased upon his
ﬂﬁ—Iovanﬁ, he was in” a position to” fumish her in?érmation reparding
both Japan and Russia, “J0OSTPH's wife was alse employ=d by 0SS for
approxlmatelv qlx months in the Pub11c1ty Divisicn. &he, iovo, was
a Nomrunist.

.

N tn(tlmonv dlIEPt]V relatln? JOSEPH with D2ILVa was «ivan
: by *qu BLTY, T
Yiss DRITST infeorred the House TNomeith: - on 'n-imerieon
A Activities that WILEN R, TINWLY was a Communist o was first employved
’ ‘.‘s.',‘ at the 055, Smanish Nivision, and later handled i»e Balkans when U e
Fal , .
T .nanloﬁ“ﬁ1v1n]og_"sorb of dried wo", lo taat ony directly relating
h TEYIA Ty W1th T
%gigi* . No testirony dlrectly linkine, D‘N“ID RIVEN WEELEN with
: - Genezal jﬂ‘ﬂVﬂN _was related, by Miss HENIT)

DAYTD WHITTTAKER CHAIMBERE testified before the lrire Comrittee
on ln~imerican Activities on Aurust 3, 19L8. WHe said he joined the

e

.A.‘\.‘,.,’...,J'
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e R e e S PP MR e T e s T DA



@
et

Gt

]

ey 77-hh310

fommunist Party in 1924 and for a number.of years prior to his break
with the Party in 1937, served in the Communist Party underground,
orincipallv in Washington, D. C. The original purpose of the under-
rround, according to SHAIBERS, was infiltration of the Amerlcan povern-
ment. Espionage was one of its eventual objectives, The head of the
undereround a2t the ti-e SHAMBERS knew il was NATHAN VITT, an Attornuy
for the Hational Labor %elations Beard. TLater T30 A8l Lecame the
leader,

NATHAK WITT testified under oath befsre the Comrittee ¢n
aurust 20, 19h8. He stated he graduated from Harvard Law School in
June 1932 and imrediately entered the private prasztice eof law. He so
remained until Joining the Aprieultural adjustrent Administration in
1933, WIT7" ctate! he joined the legal staff of Lhe old hntional fabor
Yalations %Heard in February 193h.  He terrmintied hic federal erployrient
in Drcembar 17240, at whizh time he was Sscretary of ihe Ilational
ILabor Felations Roard. WITT declined to state whether ho bnew CHUITLERS

Tn testifying before the Comiittee on Senterber 1, 1950,
WITT stated trat during the 1932-1933 veriod when he was followin:s ihe
private practice of law, he was ermployed in the office of “ITLETAY I,
MOV AN, -

AR P, SF'”"M,_becretary, Tommittse cn borindisr ong
~omrunism, Tmitld States “harber of Commerca, Lesiiried balore us:

"OI“P'Folet ea on Tn—Avﬂrlran Activities cn March 26, 1947, Ye

entered a renori of the, ‘United States Chamber of uomnmrce entitled
"ﬁowhinlsus U1th1n thﬂ Government" into the record. In this reﬂojt
uiider the H|tjlﬂr "mSDlOﬂ&? ani Sedltlon” the followLng arcears:

- - B - - -

"5 lave as March 1945 (Wa1or feneral WILLIAY J.) DOnovan
nad defended the emplovment in 085 of such well-known Cemmunists as
TRITRR T 0wy TRVIIIC WAJANS, TITTON UOLFF, and VIAT P LODSUMSKLs

£ nurber ot pro-Tomrunists in the 055 were subsemuerntly blanketed into
stritesic intellirence posts in the State Department. Craniing the
Téfieralts thesigs thal 'no foreign policy can be stronser bian the
inTermiticn upon which it is based', i4{ can be geen how cuncideraiions
of war-tims expediency have endangered our safety.”

e e e R A - a -

“Washinrton Evening Star March 13, 19L6 and asgrinston -ost
Jalv 19, 1945,

(e Tolleving ASscelinted Tress releasce mnears on o vare £0ven
of the Jnuly 17, 1945 issue of the "Jasiington Tost™
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"Sixteen commissioned and _non-commissioned Army officers
were listed by the r":Junsel of " House subcommlttge yeoterday
as Waving backerounds which 'reflbct Communisn', Iar

Berarimend INFPQLaEElV rnpllua deL the .mtn.n¢ve,prov d their
lovalt™ to Amerlca.
_'—'—‘—-_._-__———"—"'—»—

"Theﬂﬁizignuﬂrc_giyﬁnnaAHuusennilitarv Laucommitiee by
rhiel “ounsel M. RALFH BTRIN in orivate testimony. ihe a%—
cormiitieé released them yesterday without cermznt of its own.®

ol deon

o ——— o s + e = e et +

——

Arong those listed were:

e,
"Lieutenant IRVING FaJANS, Orfice of Siratepic Scorvices,
Washinguon, 'on honor'rcll of Young Communistl League
merhers {iphting the Spanish Civil Har.

"Lisutenant IRVILG-GOTF, Oifice of Strategic S*rvic“s,
YWashinston, ‘speaker, Communist School, kew York City:
and a member of 'the Abrahux bincoln Brigpade in
- Snain',

RN destified that Yevidence shows dhat thic ~roanizsticn
wWwas Com~unist dominated,..oo "

"Tientenant VINCENT TOSUGWERT, UMTire ol Stratosic Deorrl g,
TasFinrton, 'fought with Abraham linecln BrlnaH” in
Smanich Tivil War?',

- "Tientenant MIITON WOLFF, Offiece of Strateesic Services,
Uashkinrton,” fHational Comy ander of the Sommunist-con-
trelled Voterans of the Abraham Linceln “rigadet,

”‘140" Crneral WIETIAY J, DONOVAN, Direetor of the Oriie:
rontrateric E}lviuea, aloo 1Sbnwd a sbdtmeLJ_ln

"n:ch he plElSﬂd thé Youts 1and1nr service! of four of

the ofIicers in orpanizing resisbtance groups in

enemyv-ccsupled northern Italy, . These oificers zerved
with"an & unit of the Fifteenth Arvy Group.  They
were GUFY, WOLTF, LOSS(WSKI ‘and T2A00."

- L4 ~ e - . .

. A close reading of the Farch 13, 1945 cdition of the Washine-
/tcu “iar te wkich (ke above report males refercnce Yalled lc lonnf~

the novs item montioncd.  Theye appears on nace ¢ of this editlion

an Associaled Press Jdispatch beadlined:

MOONDEAL PIECGKLL DUCENDS OWATAENE ACONSWH OF BEIMEG Corr HuiETE

~0-
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f "The Chief of Army Intelligence declared teday that 10
/ Army officers accused in newspaper articles of Comrunist
¢ affijiations are now tactnually engaged in ursholding the United
{ i Stutos by force’d,

reight of the 10 ars in ~omhat oversesc, Yajor Ceneral
SLATRCT UTESELT, Lold an invesiigalbing Uonwe Tillitary Subcorysithcee,?

/ Aronr the narmes listed were: First Lieutenants IRVIEG
ROFF and VINCEMT LOSSOWSKI; Second Lieutenanto IRVING FAJAIS and
VILTON WOLFF.

Marin~ a hearing bv the House 1
Activities nn "Comrunist infiltration of Hollwy
“Trdustry™ on Anril 16, 1961, STERLING HAYDEL, a sclf-admitted Come anist
Farty renbo e testified he left the Parancunt YMetien Tieture Cempany
in Hollywocs on Senterber 5§, 1941, ©Shortly after he contacted the
'thpn folonel DMOTAN, Co- ordlnator of Information (later 0S8). ‘&
_ was 1nt'oméd wzr were “trdlning United Ltates troops and voluntesrs in
- VUETTIIla wdrfare. As a result of this, HAYDUL went to Scotland w*ere

re {raifod A5 a Uaratrooner. HAYTEN satd he get in touch with PiCual
|¢1w Wy hoad sailed 1whnﬂﬂ hﬁ"mr111ﬂ71h
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Houss Tormitlee on 'medmerican Activities filec contain-i a
copw of the uep erber 1939 issue of the maparing, “Equal Justice™,
voJume XITT, nurber 7, a menthly publication by the International
Yabor Defense, 112 Fast 19th Street, Room 50), New York City. Pare .
- four of the issue lists Celonel UILLIA“ J. DONOYAN of New York as
one of the head members of the National Comrdtfece of Sponscors,
Numercug other naticnally h'r'nm'lnc:pf Dersons were listed as n*er"ber‘u of

Wumerous ouner nadvlenally | 2 EN§ L)

the commiticea,

in its 19L8 report, vare 22hL, the Califcwrnia Tommitiee on
Tnetrapican Activitiese classifies "Equal Justice" among the nublicoation:
Whizh tha= “'%:ifbro fennd Yo bhe Comminist initiated and contrelied,
or &n stromly intlenced as to be in the Stalin sclar system’.

EROAR ALLGTT, UWETR wags interviewed by Lhe repoctine aront
. on Inly 1, 1953, MW HOR stated he writes a celwuru on forelpn allairs
which is nationally syndicated Lhroe timoe a woobls MOOTE statedo
Fa has lony hoen associated with the “hicace 0uils dows and was
~losely ac~uainied with FRANE KNOX, now deccased, Publistor of iho
fhicago Daily News and Secretary of the FNavy in 1%M0.

YWPER recalls he was in Furope in 1950 when he received
inatructions frorm KNOYX to meet Colonel VILLTA J. 20HOVAN In Lolwic:.
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Tt was V(WEIR's understanding that DONOVAL was in'Enp]and to survey
the defense nreparations and attitudes of the British neorle for
Secretary of the Navy, KNOX. Tn Zngland MOWRER furnished much infeor-

- ralicn 1o DNUOVAN parlicularly that vertaining tc politics. DONOV Y

ﬁ? made his contactis among military personnel., As an outcrowth of this

iy association, MOMELH wrote a pamphlet reparding Nazi Fifth Column

gﬁ Activities in ¥ngiand.  This ramnhlet was prinsed listing both 'OJR
i% and NONOVAN as its authors,

M(WRZR states-he has had some contact with DONOVAM from

: time to time since 19)0, JFrom readinp recent newspaper articles he
o understands DONOVAN is under ceonsideration for anpointment as Ambascador
to Thailand. WUYHEER states he is of the ooirion this is an exeellsnt
choice becanse of the senzilive situntion existinr in that nart of
the werld,  Te states WNOWAN's military baclpereoun ! and pelitiecal
Tknew how! vill serve in the best interests of Ll imited States in that
part of tre world., Ye com-enled that anything he wicht renort

concerning T NOYAH mersonally would be of a favorazhle nature,
%
-
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qjl l}he{ﬁpfb;hation pertaining to THOMAS J. DONRGAN on page ”
three of this report was taken from the New York report of SA JOSEPH £
M. KELLY dated .November 29, 1946 in the mztter "GREGORY", Espionage-R. o
DONEGAN was reporting in connection with the activities of the Grand ’§3<r
Jury meeting at that time, (WFO file 100-17493-5898) -
[ . Gﬁr
> [T- s rei‘erred to on page three of thi %\j“'

2 nce Agency Security files ,1u

G <

=2

-\

The InTormation regarding the physical surveillance referred
to on page four of this report appears in Washington ¥ield COffice
letter to the Director dated December 11, 1945 entitled "NATHAN
GREGORY SILVERMASTER, wa, et al, Esplonage-R" In connection with the
statement appearing on page four of this report that no testimony
directly linking WHEELZR with General DINOVAN was related by Mies
BELTLEY, the Bureau may desire to note that in Septermber 1942 CSS
advised over the signature of DONOVAN that no additional action was
being taken as a result of reports under the Hatch Act which had been
made available, This is reflected on page 135 of the Washington Field
Office report of SA FLOYD L. JONES dated Jamuary 11, 1946 in the
matter captioned "NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTEW, wa, et al, Espionage-R,

R




WTAMDARD FORM NO. 84 .
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Oﬁ%e Memoraindum + ONIVED STATE. GOVERNMENT

1O : Mr. Ladd DATE: July 7, 1953

Ry
Vi

7' . . I 'Io:;en .('4./7_;" ;::
FROM @ Mr. Rosen’ . | quﬁz:n'
H "g’/ ) —E;;EVM A:::—u f
E LY . G[n:i‘q— L
‘Q sumjEcT:  EISENHOWER INVESTIGATIONS A beas
i o
Mehr
This is to advise as to the reascn why the Tote Roone
investigetion on the individual listed below has taken | Bollomen
more than 3 weeks to complete, ‘U@’fﬁ“*,g
k- . p H St
o WILLIAM J. DONOVAN | B
i Investigation ordered 6-15-53 6
: Status - In dictation
e |
. While the investigation has gonerally been
ihighly favorable to General Donovan there 1s consliderable
informetion regarding his "soft policy" toward pro-
Comrmunists in the Office of Strategic Services at the

time he heeded that Agency. There 1s also information
- ‘as to pro-Comrmunist employees in his law firm. Running
—— iout and docurienting this information has resulted in
the delay in completing this case.

The summary has been dlctated and is being
Peommy 1typed and every effort is being made to trapsmit it
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July 15) 1953

i PERSONAL #ND COMFMML

SY HMISolwuhiR :
[
The Honorable b
The Secretary of State ;
Washington, D. C, )
My dear Mr. Secretary:
In sccordance with the request conialined ln
your letter dated June 12, 1953, there 1s attached -
a summary reflecting the resi.its of tie 1nq%1rios mude g
.. by this Bureau concerning General ¥William J.-Donovan, E
] i-
This investigation covers inguliries as to :
the chearsacter, loyslty, general standin_, and «bility
of General Donovan but no Inguiry has bcen made as Lo
the source of his Income.
Sincerely yours, -
_ MNe Edgar Hgn\»ran;‘: . '
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July 15, 1953

-
i PFRSONAL AND {:oNF\I;é\.NTIr.L
] | .
, Y MESLENCER g
b - Honorable Sherman Adams !
- ‘ The Asgsistant to the President
' The White House
Washin;ton, D. C,
:;‘ My dear 'ir. fdemc:
- By letter dated June 12, 1953, Honorable John
e o Foster Du}ies requested sn investigation of Ceneral A
R - Williem J,”Donovan. There is atteched a summary »
= refleacting the results of the ingquirles mede by thils
— Bureau concerning General Donovan. £ copy of this
summery hes been furnlshed to Mr. Dulles.
Tuis investigation covers Injuiries 22 to
" the chsrocter, loyalty, general standing, end &blility
- of General Donovan but no inquiry has been made a3 to "
k2 the source of his income. -7
e - "
s Cincercly yoursg
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¥
’ fhe ftborney (eneral July 15, 1553
..+ .Dipector, Pl PER3OHIL AND C??TMU-L o
o [ _ - g
.{;Hmi‘h'"i - WILLIAM J. DONOVAN A
E SPECIAL INQUIRY . i

e s =

g ¥
Dulles rvq:ested an investigation of Ceneril s1lllam J. Lonovan.
There 18 attached s summary reflecting results of Inguiries
i4.., ~made by this Bureau concerning Ceneral Donovan, Coples of this
"' summary have been rorwarded to Mr., Dulles snd Honorable Sherman
Adans.

Ry letter dated June 12, 19:3, tonor

Thils investigation covers iInquiriss as to the
character, loyalty, general standing, snd ubility of CGenersl
Donovan but no ingulry has been made as to the source aof nls
income.
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1813, nt Bufrelo, Mew York. FHis parents have beon dend since the
oprly 1920's,

! B .""‘.IJ
WILLIAM JOSLPH DONOVAN ' PRy - ‘)
“' i oy
: AN
I. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA AT ; IO
E, Birth -
No record for the birth of "111liam Josonh Tonovan
= - enuld be located In the records of the Turcau of Vital Stotlstices
g; . { for the Siazte of New_York; however, the 1952-53 edltion of "Who's
= ./~  Who in America" indicates that he was born at Fuffalo, “ew York,
EE; yﬁ‘ on January 1, 1883, the son of Timothy P. and Apna (Lannon)
= R Ponovan, It was also noted in connectlon with verlous employ-
- - ment checks thet Mr, Donovan 1lists hls birth “Aate as January 1,

TAucation

The appolintee ontered Columbila Collope, 116th Strect
and Rroadway, New York, New York, In September, 1903, and recelved
an A.B. degree in June, 1905. He subsequently enrclled in the
- Columbia University Lew School on September 25, 1905, and iecelved
an Li.B. dopgroe on May 27, 1908, There was nothing of a dorocratory
- nature noted in the espnolntee's scholastic record and none of hils
# former professors were ovallable for interviow Auring the course

of this investlgpation.

Tt was noted thot Mr, Tonovan hrs beoern 2 member of the
Columbia Collere Alumni since 1922 and the Colw:iiia "niversity

T ﬁ\ T A7 ; aQ ™ - 5 -
Law School Alumni since 1928, Mr. Thoodore S, Turrles, fsslszuvan

Director, r:unell on the Committee of Tevelopmont and Fesearch

of Columhia University, seld Mr. Donovan 1= presently the chalr-
Tolgon man of the above-named council. Mr. Rurr-lea sald the ennolntco
newts had boon a apeclal advisor to Presldent !Ulsenhower when he wns
cer President of Colurbhia Unlversity. He said jir. Donovan hnd bocen
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anpointed to the position by President Lisenhower and further
that the appointes has been very sctive in the above council
and has been largely responsible for 1ts success and effec-
tiveness. Ve sald he has worked closely with the eppointee 1In
the functioning of trlis organizatlon an? has found him to be

an outstanding adminlistrator, possessing on excellent chardcter
end reoputation. He recommended him most hiphly and said he is
a loyal Amoricun citlzen whom he woul? rocori—end for sp nosition
of trust.

The appointee received the honorary derree o Toctor
of Laws frnm Notre Dame University, South BRend, Indians, on
June 2, 1929. The citation read as follows: " lawyer and
soldier, who has served his country well 1n hipgh civil nosition
and rare 1nternntional dlstinetion 1n the World “ar us leader

I T B T Yo e B n P P | A IV e T T rumr sy

(‘J]. Enﬁ Lulfiuud U‘jb“ I‘U[ .LI!iUHb - \JUJ.Ul.lv.L "‘J.J.J.;.ul‘l i1 . l'\)UUV!.U uJ.
Puf"alo, New York.,"

Mr., Tonovan was awarded an honoréry degree of' Toctor
of Laws by Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York, In 1930.

Employment

Mr, Tonovan entered the practice of law at Pn“falo,
4n 1907 rmad was member ol the Tollowing firmsa:

1917 - 1919 Ot'prian, Donovan end Ghodyear

1920 g Donovan end Goodyear

1924 - 1925 Donovan, Reichle and Depcw

1926 - 1931 Tonovon anA Raichle M
1933 Donovan, Raichle and Rendell

1934 - 190 Donovan and Ralchle

He was appointed Tinited States Attorney Cor the

Western District of Yew York st Buffslo on Tebruar-y 7, 1972.
Persons contacted In the Puffalo aren described Nonovan ¢s a

man of pgreat interrity whose word 13 his bond, #3 an ex'mple,
thoy sald while serving ns "nitcd States Attornoy, ho had csused
a ra‘d (> be mefe upon the lockers of fellow members of the
Saturn Club. As o result, he was bltterly criticlzed by a numher
of prominent citlizens and thelr animoslty hns continued to the

“pyenent time. They sald that thlis 18 an indicatlon of the fact

that his character is unimpeachable and that at no time has there
ever been any suaplecion thnt he was not the true patriot he 1s
reportoe’d to bo,
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Frank 0. Ralchle, Jr., Gonesce Tutlding, Puffaolo,

New Yorlt, said ho become sascqualnted wlth the appointee shortly
after World War I and scovoral ycars lator they formed a

- partnersh!ip which continued until 1940 at which time ¥r. Donovan
entered upon empleyment with the Federal (overnment. We sald,
however, that from 1929 until the termination of the partnership,
the appointee took practically no part in firm affairs, his only
interest belng in feos on pendings matters of minor charncter.

Mr. Ra'ehle an'd that while assoclated with the
appointee, Mr. Donovan become 'Inlted States Attorney for the
Waestern M™Mstrict of New York. He recommendecd the appolntec In
the most lsudatory terms. He said it 1s difficult Lo find words
to asdequately descrlbe the excellent character of Mr, Tonovan.
In his opinion, the appointee 13 & man of impeccable honesty
in his professional and personal relatlons. He sa’'d h's hablts
ere oxemplary and he 1s a true patrlot In feot as well as by
renutatlon, With regard to spoclflie trailts of character, Vr,
Ratc1le described Nonovan as "indomltable, appressive, snd
intependent!; Mo said his porscnality 1s "charming en? mepnetic”
rnd he is an exceedingly capable attorney. In the latter regard,
Mr., Ralchle pointed out that while serving as Unlted States Attor-
ney for the Western Dlstrict of New York, the eppointce success-

LT fully tried a number of highly publlicized cascs and has been out-

staniing in appellate work. He concluded by atating that Mr.
NDnnovan is versatile in all phases of' legal practice.

L | £ T

IpLs

Mr. Donovan was employed on Aurust 1h, 192h, w'th t
Tepartrnent of Justlce, Office of the Attorney Coneral, ns on

Aacistant Attorney General, at ‘ashington, D. €. Thts emplovment
wny terminated on March 23, 1925, es nn fssistant Attorney
o feneral by roason of appolntment as Asailstant to the fttorney
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General. 1Ile was employed s Asslstant to the Attorney General
from Merch 23, 1925, at Weshington, D. C., until March 2,
1929, at which time he resigned.

Willtam D, Mltchell,'ﬂ%torney, 20 Exchanee Place,
VYew Vork, Wow York, sald he has known Tonovan for apnroximately

+h
thiruy years in a prﬂ”essienel relationshin, Ve seid both

served in the Department of Tustice Auring thc Cslvin CooliAdre
adAministration from 192]; to 1928 and were very friendly and rot
elong well topether. He sai- thls fceling became strained when in
his official capacity, he had hed ocecasion to alter some of the
lerral briefs dreswn up by the appolntee. Fe sstd Mr, DMnnovan
resented these alterations and so advised him,

Tollowing the election of Herbert Hoover as Presldent
in 1928, Mr, Mitchell said he was called to the home ~f Assoctate
Justice of the Supreme Court Harlan Stone, who along with
Prosident-elect Noover, who 'ras also there, recuested him to take
the post of Attorney General In tho Hoover as“ministration. WMr,
Mitchell sald hc acqulesced and from thet time on thc sppointes
detested him, Teeling that he had undercut him to get the Attorney
Generalshlip, As e result of thls appointment, Mr., Donovan, early
in 1929, resigned from the Department of Justice gnd went to New
York Citv to found his law {irm.

Mr. Tltchell also stated thet 1n the late 1%20's ar
enrly 1930's onc of the appolntco's law partners, Prenk Ratchle,
was indicted by & Federal CGrand Jury in wgshingtnn, Te Co, A3 &8
result of a worthless bond deal., According to Mr. Mitchell
Ralchle protested his innocence statings that although the other
fndividunls who were indlcted resided at *he scme ed-dress es he,
he had no connection with them, At '3 time, the appnintee
cnlled upon Mr. Raichle {in his partnerts behplf and ssked him to
heve the indictment quashed. Accoriing to Mr. Mitchell, he¢ tolAd
Tonovan that he could not 4o this but he wrote r 1stter tn the
Tgderel Crand Jury, nolnting ont the spotless charactor onA
reputation of Reiehle snd alse pointines ont hils hipgh standine 'n
the communktv. As a result of thls letter, no actlon wes talen
ngrainst Raichle.

However, tn 1731 and 1932, Raichle was reindicted on the
spme charge nnd according to Mr, Mitchell the appolntec nnce apeain
nskod him to 5ntervonc. Mr. Mitchell said at thls time the ononoint

. wes campalrnlne for the Governorshlp of Wew Vork end he hnd refused
Hirtmear this request telling the eppointcoce to let the court action tike
Glacin 1ts course. Tt was h's rcecollection that Ralchlé wos acagultted.
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Mr. Mlitchell antd4 he conslders the anpolntee to be
very capable and brill'sant person and knows ot no reason why
he should not be giveon a responaible Government positinon. Te
consliders his loyalty to be unguestioned,

Mr, Tonowvan served as Chief Counsel for the Yow York
Stato Fuel Adminiatration from Sogtemher 27, 1922, untll Decsmbher 131,
1922, and received a flat fee of $5,000 for hls servicos.

The 1953 edition of "Who's Who In Amcrlca” indlcates that
the apro'™ntoe was n member of the United States Telegation to the
Customs Rerulation Conference botween the nited Stertes and
Canada in 1923. Efforts to locate any specific rezord of this.
conference were unauccessiul,

On December 5, 1928, *111liasm J. TNonovan was cnpolinted
by President Calvin Coolldre to act ag a commissioner r“prrscntinp
the 'nited States In a conforence to conclude & comprct which
wnmild remove rll causes of controvercy smong the States  of
Colorado, New Mexlco, and Texas. Ile journcyed to Sant- Te, Yew
Mexlco, on December 19, 192, ond was elected chairman of the
cormission. The commlssion reconvened on Tanuary 22, 1929, and
subsequently reached an agreement which was sirned as a compact

on February 12, 1929,

He was appointed Tnited States Represmontative by

President Cnnlidge on February 7, 1929, and wns to partleipote

in ncpotinations contemplntnd between the Stetes of Arlzona,
Californla, Vevada, ¥ew Maxico, Ttah, rn- “vomlng, under en fct

of Congraqs known as the "Boulder Canyon ProjJect Act" nonproved
Necoember 21, 1928. He presided at a formal conference at Santa

Fe, New Mexico, from Tebrusry 1l to March 5, 1929, and at .
subsequent conferences. This cormlasion frniled to resch an apreoe-
ment,

Mr. Donovan sorved as counacl to the Lorislatlve
Cormission to rovi=ze the laws of Wew York Stanto Public Sservice
Commlission in 1929. Honoreble John ¥night, 'In*ted States TMilsrrict
Court Judre, Western Dlatrlict of Yew Yorlk, ™ifrfelo, Yew York, suid
he had anpointed Mr, Donovan to the sbove position nn? for
sevce. 2l months thereafter had worked 1n close collaboration
with hlm on &l’falrs of the commlssion., Judpe ¥n'rht sald he hirs
a hirh regerd for Mr. Donovan as an Attorney &nd as ¢ mcn., He
described him as an outstending patrliot of kirh principles,
dependable and of excellent assoclates end remutnstion.
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) Ralaton R. Irvino,»Senior Phrtner, Donovan, Loisuro,_ T e
Lumb ¥owton, and Irvina, 2 Wall Street, Wew York, Wew York, .- .. .
| sal ns been assocliated with Mr, Donovan since 1926 when bhoth % . &
-~} “ wepel- b ‘the Dopartment of Justice., He said Mr, Donovan fognded z
rir jeh. bears his name, 'n avproximately 1929. He dosctl.f ; 1
him o of the prcatest livinc Americans froa the point ofd

1 sorvi& thet he hns rondered to the United States: Mr, Trvihé
v says he knows nothing derorstory concerning the anpointee and
rocommends him most hipghly for a positlon of trust. 'Jﬂwm,_“

oo ¥

The "Second Ammual report of the Hational Hb&ltat!on Rt
Boord for the Fiacal Year Ending June 30, 1936" lists srbltraetion -
hearinss on furust 12, 1935, in the dispute between the /‘mericar i
Train Disoctehors! Associction and the Boston and Mcine Fatlroad -

R L

R
LN

A Cad s gt (LT AL R TR
e : ’

* j? over the question "Shell t¥aln dispatchors handle ‘centralized °

‘B traffic eontrol systems £rdm AR tower or shall such system be |

o handled b train dispatchers?™ Colonel Willlam.J. Donoven wes
o, < the "ncutral nember" of the boars whicl was also mude ud of ' -

x ], @, Illler, Assistent Conoral Manarer of the Roston an? Velne N
é Ratlrond and 0. II. Bracse, V"ce Presldont, Amorlesn Trsain

" " Dispatchers!'! Associatlon. DBoth of theso *nd!vidualz were con~

tacted during the course of the ourrent Investigetion and Breese
2 anid Topovan irmpresced him es s man of excelle«t cbaracter,Varz
‘ talr-mlrﬂvi honest, and an extremely loyal ond patriotie ‘

¢
: ﬁmurluun b bLuOH. HJ - Brau....u 8007 lllvll‘l\"‘l vhe Bﬁnofntee "".- s - - 78
noaition of trust with the Covernmont. Mr, Miller was unable N

tn suflficiently recall t}‘o l;“womfee to corment eoncernine htm,

The 1999-53 ed1t1on of "Who's Who in America™ inA{cates ..
-]~ that Ponoven wns an unof”iclal observeor for the Secretery of the ...
Navy in Grect Britaln Auring July and August of 1940 and In _
Snuthcast Europe from Locemtor, 1940, to March, 194l. Efforts 1
‘ "locate any official record concernings the nbovo employmont wES %y

ansnecessf™al ¥

elerTin Jatod Tuly 11, 1900, Airected by tho Topartment g
Stato to the /Arbessedor at Lon*on informing him that the Séd b N
of the Navy des’rod to sond ' Colonel Willism J, Nonovan to Fn*lcqg 7 I
for a brief survoy ani report on ccrtaln aspects of the British :
defonse situntion. According to this source, Donovin was to le
the Tnited States on July 1, 1940, and was to rcport to the
Awbnaaador upnn his arrival in London, o

Department of State f'les also contain » tolegrln dn
novomber 39, 1940, Alrected to the Amer’oan Leration at .
-1i sbon, Porturnl, informin~ tho Leratlon that Socrotary of
. had arreaged ror Colonsl Donovan to meke on 6bﬁ-f

!
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!E trl throurh tho Moditerranean arca and ¥North Africa. ST T
Eﬂb ‘Mr. Tonovan was anpointed coordinator ot 1nrorn¢tion oo
S - by Ppeetdent Roosevelt on July 7, 1941.  On fpril 2, 1943, » ilprgjﬁ 4
nlr §#or of tho Orrice pf Strategic Services, he was offiecl 117, ﬂﬁ@‘;
Eit oo d to active Auty in the frmy as a Colonol. On October:i -
. 5 191‘2 was r-licvod as MNirector of the 0Office of- Stratoglgu P
. o r it | and at that time hold the rank of Malor General, -~ ¥Wa

: "‘ui VJ-.- TIFY v bl g A v _"'u
. 'Sf #n unfavorable nature concerning tho anpointee appesrs In™

rile covering tne abovo period of employment.

Lepal RackrPOund ‘ P =

William J. DonoJ%n applied to take the Mew Ybrk State .
Bar examtination on March 23, 1907. He took the exam’'natlion on
Netober 22, 1907, passed gpd was certifiet to the Fourth Judicial
& Nepartmant, Tochaster, New: Yorl on Kovember 7, 1907. Ve was
n**lttoﬁ to the Suoreme Court Fourth Judictal Department.
Rochoster, New Yorlk, during “the Yovomber torm, 1907, and filled an
osth to practice £s &n attorncy in New York State on December 2&, e
1907. We has been & momber of the Yew York State Bar Assoclation] -,
since 191 and has continued his memborship to the present time '
rnd 18 in pood stan?iag. Yo deropatory inform:tion concerning ,
Mr. Donoven 18 contained in the flles of the Yew York Stete Roard] . *
of Law Exrminers, or the New York State Bar Assoclation, L o

| O TR

L

¥r. Nonovan wns edmitio? to practice in the "niteA 7
8tates District Court for the Westorn District of Wew York, P
Buffelo, New York, on April 22, 1913. ¢ hes bacn continuaily }
a member In gnod stanng of tho Zrie County Bar Assoclatlon,

. Bufrslo, since Scptomber, 1909. Ro grievarces h&vo ever been 4 ¢
.t filed sgainst Mr. Donovan w'th this Bar Association. Mrs, Irens H.,:
Tatu, Assiatant Secrectary of tho 4Yrie County Bar Assoclation, sayp:  »

ahe has knowa the appointee by roputation as a hipshly capable R

sttornoy of oxcellent-charscter ond nssociates. She slso seid o .
thet his foraor pertndrs were likewlsoc hlgrly rerarded lawyara ° Q
excellent character and revmutetion. Il §

Tho appointee was electot to membership in the !ow S &
York City Bar Assocination on Fobruary 2, 1922, and has held the
following offices: 1931 - 193, on the exccutive oommal ttee; - :
193%;, on the nominsting committee, and since 1922 has been a
__ sustalning member of the assoclation, He has becnh a mewber or
—— New York County Lawyera' Association since 1929 and 1s presently
" #» sustalning member in good standing. The Corm.ttee on Tisciplir
luw York City, has no record of any action apainst the sppointee
Committoe on Griovanges of the Asaociation of the Bar, .8
T %r New York likewise poptaina no record of eny acu N
: tan against Mr, Dotiovan. ,
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Politleal "ackground

Mr. Tonovan was the Roepubllean candldate for Llieutenant
Governor 0f the Stete or New York in tho:tlectlon of 1927, but
wes defeated by fleorpe Lunn. He was the Wepublican candldnte
for Covernor of the State of YNew York In 1932 ond was defeated
by Werbert ¥, Lehman,

Marltal Stotus

Tho appolntee marrlied Ruth Rumsey and they had two
children, David Rumsey Donovan, age aprproximately thirty-five,
who presently operates an experimental farm at Nerryville,
Vireinia, and Petricie Donovan who was killed 'n an automobile
accldont about eleven years ago whlle ettending eollere, Peraons
cortacted advised that the onpolntee's wife wriz a momber of n
wenlthy and socially prominent famil; »nl hier braother, Texter
Rumaeyv, ts President of the Erle County Sevinga Rank, "uffelo,
Wew York. Persons who weroe ascqualnted with lirs,., Tonover described
hor ss e loyal cltlzen of excellent character, reputation, and

Service Rgpord

The appointee cerved as an enliziaed mon In the ew Vork
State “attonal Cuard from 9ctob-r, 1911, mtil Netobor 14h, 1412,
nttalnine the ratk of Serpeant. On Nctolicr 17, 1912, b weg
comulssioned 8 Captaln In tho New York State NWatlonal Zoard and

was subsecuently mustered into Federal scrvice at Covernors
TuTnnr‘- Now Vn'r'l( on Tn'hr 10, 1916, for duty on the Mexicen bord

Fa % al
e A A A La . - S aa - g A Wk WL NG % Node Wik WJd VLWL v

e commanded the 3rd Squadron, Mcnllon, Terxas, until October 15,
1916, when he became Judre Advocate., Ve commanded Trovp I until
rustered out of Pederal=uervico &t Puffalo, Yew York, on Warch 165,
1917.

e opaln ronorted for Auty on Tulvy 1%, 1917. Ve held
the rank of HMajor and wes f4jutsnt of the ?1lst Infantry Irirade,
6th Nivislnn, Loy York State Yatlional Guard, ITn Aupust, 1517, bhc

was asslipned to the 69th New Vnr' "= ~+vry and pt Camp 'iller uag
pleced in commend of the lat Bettilirm ~g the unlt vrenared for
foreign zcrvice.

v Ponovan entered the front lines in Tecbruary, 1V1FR,
in numerous campalipns until severely wounded on Netober 10,

-
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He was subsejuently promoted to Colonel on March 9, 191v, and
placed 1n command of a regiment stationed in Clermany. He
served as inspector and instructor in the Provost HMarshal
Genersl's Department in Parls, France; rceturned to the Unlted
States on April 21, 1919, snd was demobllized at Hoboken, New
Jersey, on May 1li, 1919.

He was awarded the uuubz éssional Medsl of Honor for
consplicuous gallantry end intrepidity sbove and beyond the call
of duty in Frsnce on October 1ly-15, 1918, He was also awarded
the Distingulshed Service Cross for extraordlinary heroism 1n
action from July 28-31, 1918, The Distingulshed Service Medal
was awarded to Mr. Donoven for excepticunally meritorious and
distingulshed service, The brief contalned in his file which
was druwn up in 1926 indicated he was the only member of the
Army awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, Distin;ulshed
Service Medsl end Dlstinguished Service Cross for service per-
formed during World Wer I.

He sccepted appolintment &s & Colonel, Infantiry, Officers
Rescrve Corps, on May 1L, 1921, &nd was trunsferred to cthe Cavalry,
0fficers Reserve Corps, on February Y, 1922. He bectme &
-+ Brlgsdler Genersl on March 24, 1943, a&s Director of the 0ffice of
Strategle Services. On December 7, 194, he was promoted to
Major General, the rank he held upon his rclease from actlve duty.

Ho 1a : y 1 -
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Results of Investigation

Interviews -

In addition to the interviews which have been set lorth

above, the following individuals who were contucted during the
course of this investi gt tion ‘h-l'crh'lv roecommendad the ann‘!nhc—n

WAl a D LEy A Vastaww T

8s to hls charscter, loyalty, reputation, associstes, and ability.
Typlcal of these interviews are the followlng:

Luecius D. Clsy, Chairmer of the Jouvrd, Continental Cun
Compsny, 100 Fast 42nd Suirect, New York, lew York, sald he hod
worked closely with the uppolntee in VWashington, P. C., durlng
World War II and had vislited wlth him both in Germany &nd lew York

on numerous occasions. He said he has the highcst regerd for his
character, reputntion, sssoclates, end considers him Lo Le an out-

een . gianding c¢itlzen of the United States wubse loyelty l1s beyond

Hﬁﬁf”f question. He seid hils many successful ssasoclations with the United
gq"é' States qualified him for any top Government poslition.
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Tracy e

ki -9 -

Winicerond .

Tele. R,

Holloman . __

Gandy




Je« kdward Lumbard, United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York and a law partner of the nppolintee,
snald the appolntee 1is the greatest patrliot in the Unilted States
and the most decorated American c£livilian, He said the appointee
hes been entrusted with responsible and confidential posttions
by every President since Woodrow Wilson. He szid in his opinion,
the appolntee would be tho best reprosentative the United States
could send abroad as he hes bYotter cortacts in foroeipn countries
than any person in the Unlted States w.th the possible exception
of the President h'mself. Mr, Lumbard sald the appointec has
fFroat qualitles of imagination wund resourcefulness. He alco sald
he has en enormous amount of energy for a man sevenly ycars old.
HAe recommended him unqualifledly for a position of trust with the
Government,

Alexander Holtzoff, Judse, Unlted States District Court
District of Columbla, saild ha was omployes In the Nopartment of
Justice with the appointee. He said TNonovan woas and 1a a very
oy dynamiec peoerson posresscd of an abundance of well econtronlled and
)@% well directed cnergy. He seaid the appointee har g fine mind and
' 1s known as & very capable orpanlzor. Judge Holtzoff summed up
h's comments by stating he would highly recommens Tonoven for any
position which the United States Government might consider hin.

£ : Tho Honorable Herbert lloover, former President of the

}E{ Inl ted Rtates, Ualdorf Towers, Mew York City, said he has knowm
¥r, Tonoven slnce 1925 and since thnt tirme has mnintained his
essociation wlith him anA constawtly keens In toneh with him,
Mr. Hoover recomrmended the appolntee most highly for o nosition
with the Government' and sald he knew nothinr Aecropgatory concerning
him, -

. Allen Dulles, Director of the Central Tntelllronce
frpancy, Washington, T, C., s8id he wns closely associated with
Mr. Donovan Adurins world War IT and fouﬂd him to be a very

S ik ar~ressive, industrious, and capable indilvidual. Mr, Tulles

‘;if ™Y admitted from time to timo he has had Alfferences of oninlon “r!th

o e Tonovan bt A8 far ns he was concorncd, it would nnt have any
3 bearing in connectlon with rny postit-on the Covernment might heave
in mind for him. He emphasized that Donovan was an intense,
i and patriotic Amcricnn and therc was no 4ontt In his m"nd con-
cerninr ' 1s absolute loynlty to the 1inlted “tates Covernrent.
- Mr. M™alles concluded by saylng it wes hls understnmding thaet Vr.
AN gﬁp Nonovan was being considered for the nosition of United Statces
~ A iR
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James W. Ackell, Donovan, Lelsure, Lumbard, Newto MET

and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, New York, New York.

pr. Jemes C. Bronbright, Profeasor of Economics, o
C3lumbia Universlty. Heu_!ork. Hew York.

'Ugo Capusi. Repreaentative of the Uhited Nationl
Hashington. D. C-

Russell Hardy, Attorney, 1820 Jefrerson P‘ace.“
Northwest, Hashinbton, D. C. o )

Norman J. Morrison, Attorney, 1632 K Street, Northwest,
Washington, D. C.

Charles D, Lawrence, Judge, United States Customs
Court, New York, New York. E

Edgar Ansel Mowrer, Syndicated Columnist, Washington,
D. C. _

An informant of known reliasbility:who 1s well versed
in Communist activities in the lsbor union field advised that
his experience with the appolintee has never been favorablae,

He sald that Donovan has always been "soft &nd muahy“ in his
treatment of Communists and Communist infiltration of orgeniza-
tions under his control. Thls informant said Donovan would
never teke a firm stand agsinst Comuunists in the Government,
Unions, or the United Nations. He ssid he consliders him "anti-
anti«Communist™, The informant said his comments were not based
on specific inclidents but rather on general impressions and
observations. This informant would not recommend the appointee
for a position of trust with the Government.

nnt rmond ﬂ' nnlnawum nn"l ahil1d e # 2 nswsnapapr
ShbdNW Wil & ' B A LA W WA A LA W TY LA W ol e A A A o e -J. - uu-wr y -wae

columnist who has general knowledge of various activities through-

~out the United States, advised during the course of this investi.

getion that he had made inguiry concerning Mr. Donovan for his
own use. He sald the appolntee's law firm representa a public

relations firm, Allied Syndicate. Accordin
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pmbassador to Thailend, and he personally feels that the eppointee
has the necessary background, independence, and abillity to
handle this job in a very capable manner.

In sddition to the ebove interviews, the followlng

persons who were contacted furnished similar corments,

np, Carlos C. Alden, Dean Fmeritus of the Tniversity
of Puffulo School of Law, "uffelo, Mew Vork.

James W. Persons, 0fflciel Referee In Tenkiuptey,
Western District of New York, Buffalo, Wew York.

Carlton A, Fisher, Justloce of the Wew Vork State
Supremo Court, 8th Judicial Nivisfon, Puffalo, New York,

Navid Y. Snwersa, Camnanlle !partments, Ma'falo, Ve« York,

William King, Secretary o' the Wew York Statoe Senate,
Albaeny, Now York.

Dr. Finla . Crawford, Vico~Chancellor, Syracuse
Univorsity, Syracuse, New York.

1 Wohater, Presldent of the Rar Associstlon of
Rreck P. McAlllster, Donoven, Lelsure, Lumbard, Yewton,
and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, Noew York, Wew York.

Ntto C. Dering, Jr., Nonovan, Leisure, Lumberd, Newton,
and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, “ew York, Wow York.

Colonel wWalter Bllgh, Acting Secretary, Republiean
State Committee, L1 Lrst [2nd Street, Yew Vork, Mew York.

Harry Yopkins, 1 Sutton Tlace, New York, “tew York.
Yarry Smith, 1 sSutton Placo, “ew York, *ew Yoric.
Ilarry Robbins, &I Sutton Place, “ew York, New York.

Yenry TeTorest Alexander, li Sutton Place, “ew Vork,
New York.

-

Chees -
[HEMY
Mo Paul Hammond, 230 Park Avenue, Wew York, New York.
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to this informant, Mr. Donovan was alleged to have hesded a _ *;°
recent commlttee which was to ask President Eisenhower to oust ...
Uinited States Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin. He further -~
stated that the appointee's law firm was alleged to have TR
‘represunted the Chlnese (Generals who absaconded wlith miliions

of Nationalist China's funds., This informant said . he considers
Nonovan to be 8 "bubblehoad" who never got tough with the
Communlists in the 0Office of Strateglc Tervices., He would not
recommend the sappointee for a positlon of trust.

Inrtormation Concerning Employment of Pro-Communists in the
Off1co of Eiresteglo Services

Elizabeth Terrill Bentley testi{led unier oasth bheforae
the Iouse Cormittee on Un-American Activities on July 1, 194K,
at whic! -ime sho admltted thot she was e former menber of the
Communist Party and operated as a courler 1n a Soviet esplonage
network between 1941 and 1945. She identified Tuneen Cheplin
Lee of the Offloce of Strateglic Services ss one of her contacts.
She oxplained that there was a circle of lawyers around General
Donovan &t the Offlice of Strateglc Services and lLee was one of
tham. According to her, Lee provided her with all types of
information *ncluding hipghly secret Information on what the

ALYt na nff Q¥Fnpotaris Canvdtmaa Tnae AnTwvr TPhede 4vmiPmevvraodrt A fTvma 11 30A
T LU UL GuwulGebpiiu SUSTVOLEo aal TOULNpe Friia 1ol OXiad LT LG oauoo(

such things as the fact thdt the O7f1ce of Straterlc Sorvices

was trylng Lo mako secret nepotistlions with Governments in the
Balkan group In caae the war ended; that they were parachuting
people 'nto Hungary; -that o'l Dfflce of Strateglc Services people
were belng gsent ' -0 Turkey to operate In the Ralkans snd that -
Generul Donovusn ''as Interested 1n having an exchaonge bhetween

the 0fflce of Strategle Services and Wuss'a's ¥XVD. She Turther
testifled that Lee was a member of tho Communist Party and had
worked in General Tonovar's law firm prior to coming Into the
Offlce of Strateg’c Services.

Mr. Lee testlifled under oath before the above committee
on Auyust 10, 1948, at which time he acknowledged nequalintanceshiip
wlth Mlss Bentley Lut categorically denied having ever been 2
Com~unlist or ever having divulged classiflied Information to any
unauthorizad persons. He said he was employed in feneral Nonovan's
1lsw firm for thres years anAd was then brourht into the 0"fice of
Sfrategloc Servises by the feneral. He sa'd he had becn sent on
two missions to China by General Tonovan and on the first mlasion
in 1947, he 4id not get to China but on the sccond misslon in
July, 19)5, he went with Ceneral Donovan and returned the rirss

r
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weok 1in bctober. 1955, ¥No further pertinent information o
o regarding the relationshlp between the appointee end Duncan
3 ~ Lee was noted in the above records. '

The racorda of anothor GOVernmont agency uhlnh nfg;f
onduects personnel and securlty-type lnvestigations® refleot
that Dunoan Lee was separated from &ctive duty es a Lieutenant
Colonel in the Unlted States Army on Jenuary 2i, 1946, and
on April 3, 1946, upon the recommendation of Genoral Donovan R
was ewarded the Army Commendation Medal4.(¢() e e

\q
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informent of unknown reliebiltty**who access to information
conoerninr ire aciivities snd intividuals eonnected with the
.2>pointee's law firm edvised in the early pert of 1951 that
EE vas <811 ecquainted with Duncan Lee when lLee was employed
with that law firm., He described him as en extremely nervous -
and timid individual who he believed lacked the personal courage 7
to heve besen a Communist or to have engsged in eaplonage ,
activities, He d41d say that Lee had been active in the affairs
’ of the Bussia War Relief because he had been tssirned by the
firm to esalst In the ocorporate organization orf this group.
This assignment reportedly came about because of the interest
.of General Donovan and ochera in the law firm In the establish-
ment of Rusaia war Fellef.

fedles (a'a.Lc;l“\?-

During another 1nvestlgatlon bg this Bureau, ‘an

‘ ‘A’t?e\eqie&;' Q-S

This inf'ormant #84ld that hé and others had uealeu

" Lee because of this connectlon with the Russla War Relle(;;however,
. they did nat rtt. ibute hia connectior with the crganization to any
particular interest in Cormunism or Soviet Russia. The fourth
report of the Senate FPact-Finding Committee on Un~American .
Activities, California State Legislature, 1ists the Russiasn War
Reltef, Incorporated, as & Communist front organization and states
on page 3158 _ws followss "Whilc it 1s undoubtedly true that many
J//.fr well-intentisned loyal Amerloans were tricked into believing that
_the Russis_War Rellef was a bona fi14e Americen sgency, the hard

d@wf” core or Communist Influsnce: and dlraction is ovtdont‘.'

- Elizabeth Bentley alao testiflad at ‘the tire refarrod
to above that in addition to Duncan Lee, those of her contacts )
who were employed in the Office of Stratoglc Services were Hnuvlco
__Falperin, head of the Lat'z “meriocun Division In the Researsh -
and Analysis Branchj; J. Jullus Joseph, Japaneso Division; Holon
Clege

Clegs. # Central Intelll
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Tenney. Sponish Dlvision, and Dornld4 ¥iven “heeler. She sald
Halperin was a Communist from Wi nfthe collected dues and he
furmnirhed her with various types of information as he had

acceas to that which the 0fflice of Strateglo Services wac getting
on Latin America; hed pccess tn world-wide itnformation nf

varinus sorts ard roported to her that the office of Strateglce
Servicos had an nrranpgement with the State Tepartment whereby

he eold see State Nenmartment crblez on vital 'annes.

ik

She sald her last contact with Nalperin occurred in

10l P Y . o
19" at which tims hs was still umployed by the nffice of

: 8trategle Services, Her Russian contuct, "Jack"”, told her 1n
~early 1945 that Halperin had been acoused by FenOra; Tcnovan of
.being n Soviet apent urd, following this accusation, Hrlperin
r friled to nppecr two or three times 'to rieet his contact.
Backpronrd informatlion 1nserted in the Vouse Cormmittece on M-
f Amaricen fuilvitios record Auring Miass Tantley's tosiinony
. =A4leat-d that Nalperln was employod In the 0fflce of Strategle
. farviccs f'rom September, 1941, to October, 1945, and in the
Department of 3tate from October, 19h5. %o June 19L4 .

' L2002 TMen oL 4 2O Ve Lunl tae tall - s
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o - With reference to J. Jullus Joseph, Mlss Rontley

S testified that she had collected Communist Purtv dues from him
and based upon hls omplovmont he was in a nosltisn to furnish
her intermation regeording both Juinan and ™issta, She anid
Jose~hts wi'flc wes nalso IWDTnyeﬁ by the 77"{ce of “tratercie
Servicea for anproximately slx »onths in the "vhlicity TMvistlon,
and she too was a Communist. She pave no testimony directly
relating Joseph »1th General Donovan.

- Miss RBentley Iinformed the House Commlttee on Tin-fmerican
Actlvitiea thot ‘wlen B. Tenney was a Communist who was first
emnloyed in the Spanish Divislon st the Office of Straterlce
Services and later hrndled the Ralkans. "o test'mony Adircetly
relaet'ne Helen Tenney with the anwointee wns riven by i'lss ontlev.
Similarly, no leatimony Jdirecily linking Tonnld Niven “hesloys
with Gensral Nonov.n was relcted by Mlas Rentloey.

_ tmerssn P, Schnmidt, Seeretary, Conmmittee of' “oclallsm
. snd Commmisonm, Tinlted States Chamver of Commerce, testifled before
the House Committee on Un-American Act’vities on March 26, 1947,
. At which time he entered Tnto the record a report of tha Unlted
e States Chember of Commerce ontitled "Cormmnighs within the
Rasliols rpvarnment”. " Tn this report anneers the follouing:
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"As 1ete as March, 19hY, {Mejor Ceneral WM1lltam J.)
Ponoven had defended the employment in tho 058 of such well-known
Cormunists aa Irving Goff, Irving Fajans, Milton Wolff, and

Vincent Lossowskl, A number of pro-Communists In the 0SS were

NV ol A% bl W RN AT WS NS TY hrah A Aeherraws e |30 I8 A~ V)

sutsequently blanketed lntofgiraterio intelligence posts in the
State Department, Granting the General's thesls that Yno forelm
polley e¢an be stronger than the 'nformation upon which it 18
based',, 1t can be seen how consideration’of war-time expedlency
have eﬁ%angered our safety.”

The "Weshington Post" for July 19, 1945, on page 7,
carries an article captloned, Army Defends 16 Orfricds Listed
As Jelng Tinged With Communismi,., The article went on to Cuote
tho War Tepartment as saying that the mon had proved thelr
loyalty to Amcrica. Tho names were given to a House Mlilltary
Subcormmittee in private testlimony which was subsequently
relesscd and included the following: "Licutensnt Irving T'ajans,

Nriee of S{Unai-nn!ﬂ (‘nﬂv{nnq’ Washine- ?‘nn’ on the honor rolil of

the Younp Communlst Leaguc mombors fishting the Spenish Clvil Yar,

"Ileutenant Irving Goff, Office of Strategic Services,
Washington, speaker, Communlist School, llew York Clty, and a
member of tho Abreham Lincoln DBrigade in Spain,

"Lieutenant Vincont Lossowskl, 0f"lco of Strategic
Services, Wash'nrton, fought with the ﬁbrpham Lincoln Trieade
in the “panish 0ivll War.,

"Lieutenent lllton Woll{, 0fice of Hirnteric Services,
Washington, Natlonal Commander of the Corwiuniast-controlled
Vetorans of the Abreham Linenln Brigade,

"Major Ceneral William J. Donovan, Director of the 0Offlice
of strategle Services, also issued a stetemoent in which he pralsed
the 'outstanding scorvice' of four of the offlicers in organizing
resistance groups in enemy-occupled Northorn Italy. Thoese officers
served '1th sn 0855 unit of tho 15th Army Groun. 'fhey were Onff,
olff, Lossouskl, end Frans,"

It is to bo noted that the Youn: Corrmunlst League aond
the pbrahiem Lincoln Prigede have boen clted Ly the Attorney
cenercl as coming wlthin the purviow of iLxccutlve Ordcr 10450,

Turing o hearlng by the llouse Cormmlttee on 'In-fmerlean

.
Activitles-on "Cormmunlst inflltration of Iollywood Fotfon Plcture
IﬁﬂuStriG.S". ’.On April 1(\ 1.9"}1, Ster 111’5“ Hu,ﬁ agsii, & sclf-admltteqd
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Communist Perty member tcstlfied he left the Puramount Motion

N Plcture Company on September 5, 1941. Shortly thereafter, he
contacted the then Colonel Donovan, Coordinator of Information
end was Informed that the United Stmtes was training troops
and volunteers in guerrilla werfare. As a result of this,
Hayden said he went to Scotland where he trained as’paratrooper.

He Bgid he gni" In touch with Donovan inssmuech as aspmetime

previously he had salled around the world with Donovan's son.

Miscellaneous

The House Committee on Un-Amcrican Activities files
‘contain & copy of the September, 1939 l1asue of the maguazine
"Equsal Justice" volume XII1I, number 7, & monthly publicstion
by the International Labor Defense, 112 Iast 19th Street, New
York City. Page four of this i1ssue lists Colonel Williim J.
Donovan »f New York as one of the heald moembers of the Nationsal
Committee of Sponsors. It wus noted that numerous other
nationally prominent persons were listed ss members of that
committee. In 1ts 1948 report on page 2:4, the Califoinia
Commlttes on Un-Americen Activitles classlifies "Equal Justice”
. as among the publicaetions which the committee found "to be Communist
‘ initiated end controlled or so strongly influenced as to be 1in
the Stalin solar system",

e,
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Nathan Witt testiflied under osth before the Housc
Committee on 'm-Amerlcen Activitles on September 1, 1950, et which
time he stated that, durlng the 1$32-33 period when he wus folliowlng
“the privete practive of law, he hed been employed in the office
of wWilliaem J. Donovan. Duvid Whittaker Chsmbers, in testifying -
before the House Committee on Un-Ameprican Activities on August 3,
© 1948, said he joined the Communist Perty in 192} end for & number
of' years prior to 1937, served in the Communist Party under-
ground, principally in Waeshington, D. C. ke said the originel
purpose of the underground wes infiltration of the American
R Covernment. Tue hcoad of the underground at this time, eccordin;
o to Chimbers, wus Nathan Witt, an attorney for tne Nationzl Labor
E Relatlions Beard., It 1s to be noted thet Witt, in testifing
under oath before this committee on August 20, 1948, salc he had
formerly been employed by the National Labvor Relations Board put
declined to stute whether he knew David wWhitteker Chambers.
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During the course of this investigation, the records
of the followlng Covernment agencies were checked and either
no Information or no additional information to that prcviously
gset forth in this report was obtained.

Agency Checks

G-2, Depsrtment of the Army
United States Civll Service Commission
Central Intelligence Agency

House Commlttee on Un-American Activities

X Security Division, Department of Sctate

United Staces Park Police

/.\\' [P i : -
i The records of the Passport Division, Department of
State, reflect numerous passports huve been 1ssued to the
sppointee from 1928 to the present time in conncction with
offlciel travel es a representative of the various branches
of the CGovernment with which he has been employed. #Ho
unfavorable Information was contained therein.
Credlt and Criminanl
The records of the Credit Burceaus and law enforcement
egencles coverling the various places of educeation, residence,
end employment of the appolntee were checked end no unfecvorable
' information was obtained.
Iﬁ”i?' Relatives
Nichols _ | e ———t
Delmoat .
Pk 211l persons contacted during the courie of the investi-
v gation who were ecquainted with the various members of the immediato
Caeiin
Mohr
Tore w2
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femily of the sppolntoe highly recomrmonded thom as to their
character, loyaslty, and reputption. It was determined that

hls brother,Timothy, who died\abaut twelve yoars apgo, was an
outstanding ol tlzen of Buffalo, New York, Tis other brother,
Vincent, is reportedly a Catholic(Priest who for meny years
was asalgned to New York Clty., An~ ‘only sister of Mr, Tonovan's,
Lorette, lived for several ygdars 1ln Ohlo hut leter moved to

the Far West. Uer filrst husband reportedly died nnd she hes
remarrlied but her present ad#roqs is not known.

The rocords of the Credit Bureaus and lawv enforcement
BE‘BHCIGS coverlng the presa'll:"uacas of residence of the
eppointee's son David and his: wife Ruth were checked and no
unfavorable informatlon concerning ‘them was found.
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“iited Statres Qrepa-fment of ire
Fedrrval Lurean vt Investigation
Washingtms 235, 0. C.

IN REFLY, PLEASE Ri.FER TO
FILE No. _ ____ o \
July 15, 1953
CONFIDENTIAL

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN ‘

¥. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

Birth

No record for the birth of William Joseph Doncvan
could be located 1In the records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics
for the State of New York; however, the 1952-53 edition of "Who's
Who in America® reflects that he was born at Buffalo, New York,
on January 1, 1883, the son of Timothy P. and Anna (Lannon)
Donoven. It was also noted in connection with various employ-
ment checks that Mr. Donovan lists his birth date as January 1,
1883, at Buffalo, New York. His parents have been dead since the

~oman ]

nTl e TN
gariy Lycv S
Education

~ The appointee entered Columbla Collere, 116th Strect
and Broadway, New York, Wew York, in September, 1903, and recelved
an A.B. degree in June, 1905. He subsequently enrolled in the
Columbla University Law School on September 25, 1905, and received
en LL.B. degree on May 27, 1908, There was nothing of a derogatory

nature noted in the thnihfpﬂ'q acholastie record and none of his -

Uiad W MidrusY [o RS R N TS B FaR R O LU LT SN0 Ld

- former professors were available for interview during the course
of thils investigation.

It was noted that Mr. Donovan has been a member of the
Columbia College Alumni since 1922 and the Columbia University
Law School Alumnl since 1928. Mr. Theodore S. Ruppgles, Assistant
Director, Councll on the Committee of Development and Research
of Columbla University, said Mr. Donovan is presently the chair-
man nf the above-named council. Mr. Ruprles said the arppointee
had been a special advisor to President Eisenhower when he wsas
President of Columbia Unliversity. He said Mr, Donovan had been
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General, He was employed as Assistant to the Atterney General
from March 23, 1925, at Washington, D. €., until March 2,
1929, at which tlime he resigned.

William D. Mitchell, attorney, 20 Exchange Place,
New York, New York, sald he has known Donovan for approximately
thirty years In a professional relationship. He said both
served in the Department of Justice during the Celvin CooliAdge
administration from 1924 to 1928 and were very friendly and got
along well together. Fe salAd thls feeling became strained when in
his officlal capacity, he had had occasion to alter some of the
legal briefs dArawn up by the appointee., Fe seid Mr. Donovan
resented these alterations and so advised him.

Tollowing the election of Herbert Hoover as President
in 1928, Mr. Mitchell said he was called to the home of Asscciate
Justice of the Supreme Court Harlan Stone, who along with
President-elect Hoover, who was also there, requested him to take
the post of Attorney Generel 1In the Hoover aJdministration. Mr.
Mitchell sald he acquiesced and from that time on the appointee
detested him, feeling that he had undercut him to get the Attorney
Generalship. As a result of this appointment, Mr. Donovan, early
in 1929, resigned from the Department of Justice and went to New

" York City to found his law firm.

Mr. Mitchell also stated that in the late 1920's or
arly 1930's ene of the appointee'=s law partners, Frank Raichle,
was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Washington, D. C., &8s a

result of a worthless hond deal. According to Mr. Mitchell,
Raichle protested his innocence stating that although the other
individuals. who were indicted resided at the ssme address =zs he,
he had no connection with them. At this time, the appointee
called upon Mr, Mitchell in hls partner's behalf and asked him to
have the Indictment quashed. According to Mr. Mitchell, he told
Donovaen that he could not do this but he wrote a letter to the’
FPederal Grand Jury, pointing out the spotless character anAd
reputation of Raichle and also pointing out his high standing in
the communitv. As a result of this letter, no action was taken
against Raichle,

U’nTIRITDTI In 101‘] e b WOQQ Rajrlle 1ne mainAdld n+ A A Tthae
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same charge and, according to Mr. Mitchell the appointee once again
asked him to 1ntervene. Mr. Mitchell said at this time the appointes

‘was campaigning for the Governorship of New York and he had refused

this request telling the appointes to let the ce~+ action take
i1ts course. It was his rccollection that Raichle was acouitted.
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says he knows nothing deroratory concerning thc anpointee’ ;nd‘
rocormends him most Lighly for a positlon of trust.,--

D)

Relston R. Irvine, ~Senior. Partnar, Donovan, utauro. IR
¥owton, end Irvine, 2 Wall Street, Wew York, Wew '!ork, .l
ns boen associated with Mr, Donovan since 19256 when b th 4
the Dopartment of Justice, He saiA Mr. Donovan fof
{oh bears hls nnmc. n aoproxtmntely 1929, He. dosot!_.b

18 2o
Hu of the groatest livinc Americans frox t‘ic yv.uur Wy

het he hns rondered to the United States.  Mr. Trvidl#

'

T

I

The "“Seocond Annual report of t.he Nauonai Ho-’litat!on
Board for the Fiocal Year Ending June 30, 1936" lists arbltntlon -
heerinss on fupust 12, 1935, in the diaspute between the Anerfoan -

Train Dispstcehora' Associction and the Boaton and Mcine Patlroad R

over the :}.a.q!-!nn Fhnll trein dtgnnﬂ-hm»q handla cantrn]lrad .

trnfolc eontrol systems £r3m AR tower or shsll such system be - :
handle«! b7 train dispatchera?™ Colonel h'tlnam J. Donovan wes -
the "ncutral e mbor of t.ho boars whicl. was also mude un of

LIS ¢

Rellrond and 0. :I. Bracsu, V'"ce Presidont, Amorlcen Trein -
Dispatchers! Assoclation. Both of theso *ndlviduslr sere con-"' "
tacted Auring tho course of the ourrent Investipgstion and Breese,
anid Toroven irpressed him es & man of excellentt charaoter, ¥ ¥:
fair-mindcd, honest, and an extremely loval ond petirietie — + T kg
Americen c.tizen, Mr. Pracsc recormendod the snno‘ntoe for a . . ey
noaftion of trust with the Covernmont. Mr. Filler was unsble ' “ig-
tn suflricliently recall tr.o qm-motntao to corment concernine him, L

The 19;?-53 edit‘lon of "Who's Who in America” 1nf'ieat.aa .'

* . that Donovan was an unof”iclal observor for the Secratary of tho

Wevy 1u Great Britein during July and Auguat of 1940 aevd 1m .
Snuthoast Europe from Locembor, 1940, to Marech, 194l. Ef‘fom

"looate any official record concorninr t.he aAhove omplorucnt WS Yt

" ¥atod July 11 191'0, -nrecte-! by eho nopaﬂmnt of.
Stato to the /rbasssdor nt Lonton informing him that the Seérs
of the Navy des’rod to sond ' Colonol Willism J. Nonovan to Fozles
for a bricf survoy and report on occrtain espacts of the British- -~
defonse situntion. According to this source, Donovin was %o loavo
the United States on July 1, 1940, and was to rcport to tho T
lnbnudor upnn his arrival in London, g

Department of State f'les alsc oontsin » tolq;r‘q ja
lovau‘ber 10, 1940, Alrocted to the Amer’ecan Leration &t ...

- 11 sbon, Porturnl. informin~ tho Lecation that Scerotary of )}

_x had arrsaged tor colonol Donovan to n-ku an ob



J. Edward Lumbard, United States Attorney for the
Southern Distrlict of New York and a law partner of the appointee,
sald the appointee is the greatest natriot in the United States
and the most decorated American civilian.,  He sald the appolntes
has been entrusted wlth responsible and confidential positions
by every Presldent since Woodrow Wilson. He said in his oplnlon,
the appointee would be the best representative the Unlted States
could send abroad as he has better contacts in foreign countries
than any person in the United States with the possible exception
of the President himself. Mr. Lumbard sald the appolntee has
great quallties of 1mapgination and resourcefulness., He also sald

he has an enormous amount of energy for a man seventv years old.
a rpapommended him 11n(’111n'|‘1f'j_pﬂlv for a position of trust with the

O SCLUULNHINDISATW dilil Wiyl oL Hw o LMLl

Government.

Alexander Holtzoff, Judge, Unlted States District Court,
District of Columbia, said he was employed in the Department of
Justice with the appolntee., He sald Donovan was and is a very
Aynamic person possessed of an abundance of well-contrnlled and
well-directed energy. He said the appointee has a fine mind and
is known as a very capable organizer. Judpe Holtzoff summed up
his comments by stating he would highly recommend Donovan for any
position which. the United States Government might consider him.

H
]

) The Honorable Herbert lioover, former Presldent of the
= 1inited States, Waldorf{ Towers, New York City, said he has known

b % ™ ~ oy ol / 1 1 3 )
Mr. Donovan since 1925 and since that time has malntained his

association with him and constantly keeps in touch with him,

Mr. Hoover recommended the appointee most hlpghly for a nosition
with the Government and said he knew nothing derogatory concerning
him.

- Allen Dulles, Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, Washington, D. C., said he was closely associated with
Mr. Donovan during World War IT and found him to be a very
areressive, industrious, and capable individual. Mr. Dulles
stated from time to time he has had Adifferences of opinion with
Donovan but as far as he was concerned, 1t would not have any
bearing In connection with any position the Government mlght have
in mind for him. FHe emphasized that Donovan was an intense,
and patriotic Amcrican and there was no Aogubht In his mind con-
cerning Fis absolute loyalty to the United States Government.

Mr. Dulles concluded by saying i1t was his understanding that Mr.
Donovan was belng considered for the position of United States
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to thils informant, Mr. Donovan was alleged to have headed a
recent committee which was to ask President Eisenhower to oust
United States Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin. He further
stated that the appolntee's law firm was alleged to have
represented the Chinese generals who absconded with milllons

of Nationalist Chinats funds. This informant saild he considers
Donovan to be a "bubblehead" who never got tough with the
Communists in the Office of Strategic Services. He would not

recommend the appolntes for & positlion of trust.

Inrformation Concerning Employment of Pro-Communists in the
Office of Strateglc Services

Elizabeth Terrill Bentley testified under ocath before
the House Committes on Un-American Activities on July 231, 1948,
> at which time she admitted that she was s former member of the
Communist Party and operated as a courler in a Soviet esplonage
network between 1941 and 1945. She identified Duncan Chaplin
Lee of the Qffice orf Strategic Services as one of her contacts.
She explained that there was » circle of lawyers around General
Donovan at the Office of Strateglic Services and Les was one of
them., According to her, Lee provided her with all types of
e - information Including highly secret Information on what the
£ Office of Strategic Services was dolng. This information included
such things as the Tact that the 0ffice of Strategic Services
was trying to make secret negotiations with Governments in the
Balkan group in case the war ended; that thev were parachuting
people Into Hungary; that Office of Strategic Services people
were belng sent 1Into Turkey to operate in the Halkans and that
General Donovan was interested 1n having an exchange between
s the 0ffice of Stratepgic Servlices and Russla's NKVD. She further
testified that Lee was a member of the Communist Party ard had
worked in General Donovan's law firm prilor %to coming into the
Office of Strategle Services.

N

B

£
Rl
o

Mr. Lee testiflied under oath before the above committee
on August 10, 1948, at which timec he acknowledged acgquaintancuship
with Miss Bentley but categorically denied having ever been a

Communlst or ever having divulged classified information to any
unauthorized persons. He sald he was emploved in General Donovan's
law firm, for three years and was then brought into the 0ffice of
Strateglc Services by the General. He sald he had been sent on

two missions to China by General Donovan and on the first mission
ifn 1943, he did not get to'China but on the second mission in

July, 1945, he went with General Donovan and returned the first
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weok in botober. 1945, ¥o further pertinent information .
regardinp thoe relationship between the appointee and Duncan

& e Ll o
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The records of enother Goverrment agency uhich .:rj_ﬁ

onduots personnel and security-type Inveastigationa®™ refleot Ra
that Dunocan Lee was separated from sctive duty as a Lieutenant Y
Colonel in the United States Army on January 2, 1946, and@ o

on April 3, 1946, upon the recommendation of General Donovnn _q5
was awarded the Army Commendation Medal, Cc{) e v

¥ ' During enother Investigation by this Bureau, an - . §
k\r informant of unknown reliablltty: w‘ho@ sccess to information U
concerninr vhe acvivities snd Iindlviduals e¢onnected with the @

s-nointee's law firm advised in the early part of 1953 that
he vas ell aoquainted with Duncan Lee when Lee was employod

Amal V. 2 e :
with that law firm. He described him as an extremely nervous -

and timid Indlvidual who he belleved lecked the personal courage .
to have been & Communisat or to have engsged in espionage ,
] - activities, Bo d1d say that Lee had been active in the affairs
,4‘Lc,+V’ of the Efbslg,iar Relief bocause he had been cssicned by the
JA firm to assist In the corporate organization of this group,.
This aessignment reportedly came about because of the interest
.of General Donovan and ochers in the law firm in the establishe
ment of Russia Way Fellar.
. Thia inrormanu aaid that he and othera had "teaaeu
‘Lee because of this connection with the Russla War Rolie(z;however,
. they d1d nat% ~ti.lbute Pla connectior with the crganization to any
particular Interest in Communlsm or Soviet Russia, The rourth

report of the Senate Faot=Finding Cormittes on Un~Americsan

Activities, California State Legislature, 1ists the Russlan War
Reltlef, Incorporated, as a Communist front organization and states
on page 158_us followss "Whilc 1t 18 undoubtedly true that many
well-intentidned loyal Americans were tricked Into belleving that
“.—-the Russia _War Rellef was a bona fide Americen apenc{, the hnrd
core or Communiat Influence: and direetion 1s evtdent :
- Elizabeth Bentley alao teatified at the tire rerorrod .
to above that in addition to Duncan Lee, those of her contacts
‘who were employed in the Office of Strateglec Services were Maurico'
\Falperin, head of the Lat'nz “mericun Division In the Research
{ﬁnd Analysis Branchj J. Jullus Joseph, JYapanase Division; Helen

(Ane =120 Yy



Tenny, Speniish Division; and Donsld Niven Wheeler. She sald
Halperin was a Communist from whom she collected dues and he
furnished her with various types of information as he hsad

eccess to that which the office of" Strateglc Services was getting
on Latin America; had access to world-wide information of

various sorts and reported to her that the Offlce of Stretegic
Services had an arrangement with the State Department whereby

P --.!A.

i vVvivu a.L J.bbu.t’b-

he could see State Department cable

4]
C

She said her last contact with Halperin occurred in
194l st which time he was s5ti1ll employed by the 0ffice of
Strategic Services. Her Russlan contact, "Jack" told her in
early 1945 that Helperin had been accusazd by General Donovan of
being & Soviet agent and, followlng thils accusation, Heslperin
failed to appear two or three times to meet hls contact.

Background information inserted in the House Committee cn Un-
Amarican Activities record during Miss Bentlev's testimony

AR L v dld Auwvd Voo Tl W s dedapsy L 0 VLl VAT A Y ]

reflected that Heslperin was employed in the Office of Strateglc
- Services Irom September, 191, to Octobser, 1945, and in the
‘ﬂ¥f Department of State from October, 19I5, to June, 1G46.
vi
£
. 2
L3

With reference to J. Jullius Joseph, Miss Bentley

. testified that she had collected Communist Party dues from him
and based upon his employment he was iIn a pesition to furnish
her information regarding both Japan and Russla. She saild
Joseph's wife was also employed by the O0ffice of Strategic
Services for approximately six months in the Publicity Division,
end she tco wes a Communist. 8She gave no testimony directly
relating Joseph witl. Gemeral Donovan.

Miss Bentley 1nformed the House Committee on Un-American .
. Activitles that H len B. Tenney was a Communist who was first

smployed in the Spanish Division at the Office of Strategic
Services and later handled the Balkans. No testimony directly
relating Helen Tenney wlth the appointee was glven by Miss Bentley.
Similarly, no testimony directly linking Vonald Niven Wheeler

with General Donovan was related by Mlss Bentley.

Emerson P, Schmidt, Secretary, Committee of Sociélism

and Communism, United States Chamber of Commerce; testified before
the House Commlttes on Un-American Actlvities on March 26, 1947,
at which time he entered into the record a report of the United
States Chamber of Commerce entitled "Comrunlists within the

Government."™ In this report appears the following:
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: "As late as March, 1945, (Major General William J,)
Donovan had defended the employment in the 038 of such well-known
Communists as Irving Goff, Irving Fajans, Milton Wolff, and
vincent Lossowski. A number of pro-Communists in the 033 were
subsequently blanketed into strateglc inteélligence posts 1in the
State Department. Granting the General's thesis that 'no foreign
policv can be stronger than the Information upon which 1t is
based,! it can be seen how considerations of war-time expediency
have endangered our safety.”

The "Washington Post" for July 19, 1945, on page 7,
carrles an article captioned,”Army Defends 16 Officers Listed
As Belng Tinged With Communisun." The article went on to quote
the War Department as saying that the men had proved thelr
loyalty to America. The names were given to a House Military
subcommittee in private testimony which was subsequently
released and included the followlng: "Lieutenant Irving Fajans,
nfTice of Strategic Services, Washington, on the honor roll of
the Young Communist League members fiphting the Spanish Clvil War.

- "ILjeutenant Irving Gofl, Office of Strateglc Services,
Washington, speaker, Cormunist School, New York City, and a
member of the Abreham Lincoln Brigade in Spain.

"Lieutenant Vincent Lossowski, 0ffice of Strategic
Services, Washinrton, fought with the Abraham Lincoln Erlgade
in the Spanlsh Civil VYar.

"I[leutenant MHilton Wolff, Office of Stratepic Services,
Washington, Naticnal Commander of the Communist-controlled
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade.

"Major General William J. Donovan, Director of the O0ffice
of Strategic Services, also issued a statement in which he praised
the ‘toutstanding service! of four of the officers in organizing
resistance groups in enemy-occupied Northern Italy. These officers
served with an 08S unit of the 15th Army Group. They were Goff,
Wolff, Lossowski, and Frans."

It is to be noted that the Young Communist Lesgue and
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade have been clted by the Attorney
general as coming within the purview ol Executive Order 104LSO0.

. During a hearing by the House Committee on Un-American
Activities on "Communist infiltration of Hollywood Motion Picture
Ipdustries, " on April 10, 1951, Sterling Hayden, a self-admitted
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Communist Party member testified he left the Paramount Motion
Picture Company on September 5, 1941, Shortly tnereafter, he
contacted the then Colonel Donovan, Coordinator of Information,
and was informed that the United States was training troops:

and volunteers in guerrillas warfare. As a result of this,
Hayden said he went to Scotland where he trained &sa paratrooper.

He Sald he got in touch wlth Donovan inasmuch as sometime

.
previously he had sailed around the world with Donovan's son.

Miscellanecus

The House Committee on Un-American Activijties flles
contdin & copy of the September, 1939, issue of the magazine
"Equal Justice" volume XIII, number 7, a monthly publication
by the International Labor Defense, 112 East 19th Street, New
York City. Page four of this issue lists Colonel Williuam J.
Donovan of New York as one of the head members of the National
Commlttee of S3ponsors., It was noted that numerous cther
nationally prominent persons were listed zs members of that
committee. In its 1948 report on page 22i, the Californis
Committee on Un-American Activities classifies "Equal Justice
as among the publications which the committee found "to be Communlst
Initiated ané controlled or so strongly influenced as to be in

the Stalin solar system".

Nathan Witt testified under ocath before the House
Committee on Un-American Activitles on September 1, 1950, at which
time he stateud that during the 1932-33 period when he was following
the private practice of law, he had been employed in the office
of William J. Donovan., David Whittaker Chambers, in testifying
before the Bouse Committee on Un-American fActivities on August 3, -
1948, said he joined the Communist Party in 1924 and for a number
of years prilor to 1937, served 1n the Communist Party under-
ground, principally in Washington, D. C. He said the originsl
purpose of the underground was infiltration of the American
Government. ‘The head of the underground at this time, according
to Chambers, was Nathan Witt;, an attorney for the National Labor
Releiions Board. It is to be noted thet Witt, in testifyling
under oath before this committee on August 20, 1948, saild ne had
formerly heen employed by the National Labor Relations Board but
declined to state whether he knew David Whittaker Chambers. '
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Agency Checks

During the course of this 1investigastion, the records
of the following Government agencies were checked and either

no information or no asdditional information to that previously

set forth in this report was obtained.

G-2, Department of the Army

United States Civil Service Commission

Central Intelligence Agency

House Committee on Un-American Activities

Securify Office, Department of State

United States Park Pollice

Central Files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation

The records of the Passport 0ffice, Department of

State, reflect numerous passports have been issued to the
appointee from 1928 to the present time in connection with
official travel as a representative of the various brenches
of the Government with which he has been employed. No

unfavorable 1nformation was contained therein.

Credit and Criminsal

The records of the Credilt Bureaus snd law enforcement
aganicles covering the veriocus places of educetlon, residencs,
and employment of the appointee were checked and no unfavoreble
information was obtained,

Relatlives
All persons contacted during the course of the investi-

gation who were acquainted wlth the various members of the immedilate
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family of the appointee highly recommended them as to their
character, loyalty, and reputation. It was determined that
his brother, Timothy, who died about twelve years ago, was an
outstanding citizen of Buffalo, New York. His cther brother,
Vincent, 1is reportedly a Catholic priest, who for many years
was assigned to New York City. &An only sister of Mr. Donovan's,
g Loretta, lived for several years in Ohio but later moved to
: the Far West. Her first husband reportedly died and she has

remarried bit her present address is not known.

The records of the Credit Bureusus and law enforcement
agencies covering the present places of residence of the
appecinteel's son Duvid and hls wife Ruth were checked and no
unfavorable information concerning them was found.
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This 13 ¢ surmary of $nformatfon odbtained from o
review of all "see" references to the subject in Buregu files
under the ncnes and cligses listed above. XNo atiernpt has Deen
made to erhvust all possidbilitiss as to tAe nomes ond acliases
by which tF: subjfect may have deen known. All references under
the cbdove names containing data fdentical or posaidly identical
with the sudject have deen fncluded except those listed at the
end of this summary as not having been revieved., The term "SI"
preceding a seriocl numbder shown in the block indicates thai the
serial so designated contains the sane information as the fore-
going sertal. KHowever tt should be realized that the informa-
tion In these seriales may differ gomewhat §n deitail although
the faocts are dazically the sanme, o

¥
-
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This summary ts designed to furnish o synopais of the
informction set out tn each reference. ZEzocept where stated
otheriwise the original seriacl will contain the tnformation $n
much more detail. : o i}ﬁ}f‘

' TFIS SUNWARY KAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT THE SEAT OF
GOVERNNENT AND MAY CONTAIN INFORNATION NOT SUITABLE FOR DISSEN=

TNATION,
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

DONOVAN, William Joseph, lawyer; born at Bufflalo, .Y.,
Jan 1, 1883; son of Timothy P. and Anna (Lennon) D{;
A.B., Columbia, 1905, LL.B., 1907; LL.D., Univ., 1931;
marricd Ruth Rumsey, July 14, 1914, c¢nildren - David
Runmsevy, Datricia {dec.). Beban practlce at Buffalo,
1307; COUHS%L for N.Y. State ruel nux;ﬂ?bbxduLon, l*Eq;
ilepublican candidate for lieutenant governor oi ew
York, 19<2; U.S. district attorney, Western District
of N.Y., 1922-24; member U.,S, delezation to customs
rezulations conference between U.S5. and Canada, 1923;
assistant attorney general of U.S., 1924-25; the assist-
ant to the attorney general, March 1925-29; U.5. con-
missioner and chalrman Rio Grande River Compact Com-
mission, 1528-29; U.S. commissioner, chairman Colorado
Hiver Jommlission since WJ)Q member of Denovan, Leisur

=i oLl ivT -— i %

ewton, Lumbard & Irvine; coun%el for As soc1mu13n o
ity New York and New York and Bronx County bar asscci-~
ations in bankruptcy investization, 1949; counrcel to
committee for revision New York state public service
-ommission laws, 1349. Member of Board of Arbitration,
under National Mediation Board, controversy between
American Train Dispatchers Association, and Boston

and sa‘ne Raillroad. Republican candids-=te for pgoveraor
of II.Y., 1G32. Servad as cupisin of Troon 1, 1st
Cavalry, N.Y. National Guard,; assistant cniefl of staff,
27th Tivision, American Expeditionary Forces, “orld

. - ar; major, brigade, adjutant, 51lst Zrigade; major,
e 165 Infantry {old 69th N.Y.} advancinv to re

1$3-’, iel; wounded three times; unofficial observe
fr . Lary of Navy, Great Br;taln July-Aug. 1940, s
‘ : eastern Burope, Lec. 1940 - i.arch 1941; apuoint
- dinator of information, July 1941 leQLtOF of Office

of Strategic Services, June 1342; rank of majior gei.cial,
i S. Aruy. {Decorated in Vorld Wer I} Cong“'u51o‘¢_
lvedal of Honor for conduct in action near Landres and

. Guorges, France, Cct, 14-15, 191¢; Distinguishec
srvice Cross for conduct in crossinz LRiver Ourcq,

ly <8-31, 1418, Distinguished Service liedal for s.r-

¢

t

ed
-t
u

es in Bacarat sector, July 28-31, and ileuse-Argonne

ensive Oct. 1918 (U.S. }, Legzion of Honor, Croix ai

» Juerre with pnlm and silver star (Fronce), Croci di
Guerra {Italy); {Vorld War IIl) Oak le:r clustsr on
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oisti J.E',uiaut:u Service Meds

of strategic services (U.S.,}, Order of Crown (Italy)},
Knight Commander Order of British Empire (Great Britain),
Commander Legion of Honor (France), Grand officer Order
of Leopold with palm (Belgium), Papal Lateran medal,
Order St. Sylvester (Papal), Comuander's Cross with

star ol Polonia Restituta (Poland), lst Class of MNost
Exalted Order of White Elephant, Santi iala medal (Siam),
Commander Cross with star Royal Order of St. Olay {Nor-

way); Alexander Hamilton medal Association Alumni Cclum-
bia College Member Association Bar City New York {exec-
utive committee 1931), Phi Kappa Psi, Pni Delta Phi.
Repubiican. Catholic. Clubs: Buffale (Buffalo); Uni-
versityv Metropolitan, Chevy Chase {(Washington); River,
University, Cedar Creek (New York). Home: 1 Suttcn

1. 8., New York, N.Y.; also Chapel Hill Farm, Berry-
ville, Va. Office: 2 wWall St., N.Y. City 5.

(Who's Who 1952-1353)
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This reference is a Bureau memo dated 10/18/24 to
col. (#tlliam J.) Donovan, Assistant Attorney General con=
cerning a letter dated 10/15/24, which had been received by
Col. Donovan from George H. Wark, Federal Prohibition Director,
Topeka, Kans., and which he (Donovan) had referred to this
Bureau. Mr. Wark's letter was a request for information which
he could use in an address on the subject of Communists in the
U.S. By letter dated 10/31/24, Col. Donovan advised Mr. hark

that the Depariment had no information cgvailable for the pur-
pose he had stated.

Above Letter [from George
H. Wark dated 10/15/32: and
letter to Mr. George H.
Yark dated 10/31/24 en-
closed with above Bureau
MEMQO »

No caption given

§1-0-662

(77)

This reference is g memo dated 9/4/29 from O.
Luthring, Assistant Attorney General enclosing a Ietter Haten
8/30/29 from Honorable William J. Donovan, counsel to sewveral
bar asgssociations in NIC and vicinity, requesting a statement
of tne total number of bankruptcy cases investigated by the

Bureau in the fiscal years 1923, 1924, 18925, 1925, 1927 and
192¢.

49-0-28
(88,122)
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This reference 18 newspaper clippings from "The
Wanm?AM dbes mad atan Pawm D/0D/10%N antditlad "Dambmnund
FNUT AW |DDUU By e UDVBIDI JVJ U/O\)/J.\?UV ISl F L O UUI’INIDPV
Adbuses Charged, Donovan Urges New Laws" and "Donovan’s Re-
commendations For Reforms in Bankruptcy”. In these articles
Donovan predicted more scandals if changes in bankruptcy
were not made, and set out recommendations for revision of

" the rules laid down by the Supreme Court for the administration
. of bankrupt estates.

- 6§6-1897-26X
(71)_~

-

eference ls an INS name check form for-
Govt. official lawyer, which was recetived
om the ate Dept. through liaison channels on ?7/18/52.
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This reference is a newspaper clipping from the
Washington "Post” for 7/5/32 entitled, "Donovan -~ for -
Governor Campaign Is Planned”. The ar*icle stated that the
chairman of the Chenango County Republican (Committee had
announced organization of a campaign to win the party's
gubernatorial nomination for Col, William J. Doncvan, Forld
War hero and former Assistant Attorney General in the Coolidge

Administration.

66-1897-97

(71)

This reference is a newspaper clipping from the
New York "¥orld Telegram" for 8/1/@3 entitled, "Donovan
Backs Coal 'Combine’. " This article stated that Col.
William J. Donovan gained the nickname "the Trust Buste»"
through nurerous successful court battles with big busi-
negss. Jhitle assistant to the dttorney Ganeral he was coot
tn cnother role - that of leader of the dcfense in the
government's anti-trust suit against Appalachian Coals, Inc.

60-1553-37X

(71)
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This reference is newspaper clippings from the
Washington "Herald" for 8/23/32 entitled, "Col. 'Bill'
Donovan Backs Hoover Stand" and the Washzngton "Star" for
8/23/32 entitled "Donovan Opens Race ¥ith Roosevelt Rap."
These articles refer to Donovan's speech opening his can-
paign for the Republican gubernatorial nomination on the
brevious night.

66=1897-97X41
(72)

'

oD

-

Above data should not be disserinated.

65-9940-191 pg. 4

(15)
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on 4/21/33 Commander Edward Spofford, former
National Copmander of the American Legion, invited | N
to a dinner at the Hotel Ritz Carlton

miven by the NY Scciety of Military and

-

i

Ea

) Navael Officers of World #ar I, to hear Col. Williem J.
x

&

Donovan speak on "Ethiopia, Itely and the United States.”

Col. Williem Donovecn made the above speech follow-
- ing his return from Italy where he met Mussolini, who fur-
i nitshed a plane to Donovan in ogrder thet he might view the
) Ethiopian carpaign. _zndzcateu that Donovan made
this trip to Ethwplmy at his own instigatiocn, eond

that the Italicn Embassy in Wash., D.C. nade it possible
Jor Donovan to meet NMussolini.,

_‘urnished tnformation in this reference

T during inierviews by a Burecu Agent on December 17,19 cnd
22, 18§41.

XY Rpt.. 1/2/25 ___

Fe:
was; ooel,
Contrcl

E5=-31000.17

(27)
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on 10/9/33 Col. William J. Donouvan telephoned to
inquire whether the Bureau waes pcrticipeting in the "Black
Diamond'" hearings, and was advised negatively. Donovar
stated that in event the Bureau was ~ellead in he would Iike
a chance to be heard.

Bureau memo, 10/9/33
No caption given
62-29159-45

(91)

In 1837 a confidential informant reporiec theot
Colcnel Edwin Zmerson organized the "Friends of Germani”
and took up offices en the same floor with the German con-
sul at 17 Battery Pl., NYC. One of Emerson's practicec
wos to list the names of "Honary American Members' on the
letterhead of his stationary, which letterheads were re-
vised as the "Henorary Members" protested the use of their
name&. One of the names used by Fmerscon in this fashion
was Col. williagm Donovan.

Letter to Richmond, £/21/20
enclosirg menc &/21/0

Re: Colonel Fdwin Emerson
61-5062-5

(2¢)




=

; Thig reference also sets out information regarding
Col. Emerson and stated that among the persons who repudiated
the use of his name by the "Friends of Germarny' erganization

g was Col. Filliam J. Donovan, erstwhile head of the Dept. of

Poey Justice of the U.S.

=

5 Meno for Mr. Tamrm, 12/17/3

Enclosing memo fro
g No capition given

' £1-7566-756 v1d
o (75)

SI €1-7566=-1£4°46

(64)

* .
\)* ST 100=335075-253
Y, e ) Cmosrarms o d e oas v |
{ 7o/ (otuTCce ROT given;
- -
-
This referencs refers to a N.Y. repor* deted 1/10/
in the Lindbergh case which included a delailed mero preopare?
e by /r. Rebert Thayer, an atiorney associated wish Tol, Villier
o J. Donoven, NYC, concerning the participation of YXorric os-
ner in t}‘n’e TaInmA howmh Amen
[ i e i As T L LI T y!b il T e -
Bureau lemo, 3/15/3¢
Re: Morris Rosner, wa
7=-1-78522
(76)
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Digtrict

in

A

#11 of the Na
cesgstion o

uring this review a letter was ohserved fron

Oon 2/27/39 o Bureau Agent reviewer files of
ional Fertilizer Ascociction

f@?

R

regarding the decision in the sugar case of ?/?O/?S and an

address of Col. William J. Donouan with regard to the effect
of that decision on trade association agctivities.

e

Wl v Fo U ir Lo &

Seattle Rpt., 3/4/55

Re: Fertilizer Industry;

Anti=Trust
602075240
(7¢)

ST 60=2072=-3"]

(75)

o

The NY office made available ¢ printed copy o

arn aldress by Lol, Villiam J. Donovan before the Trace
Association Erecutiives in NYC at the Pernsylvanic Lotg

CUTIVES,

~-

’k

-

o

k-_

phich wes obtained by a Bureav dgent from

NY Let., 4/10/35 enw

closing copy of abo.e
address

rne:r Sugar Institute;

Antitrust

60-1357-448

(e2)

Trede Asscociction rore-

;
(4
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was
aul, Minn.,
ates Attorney.

on ?7/14/36
interviewed at his ojfice,
where he was associated wit
on 7/10/358 Grady L. Boatwrights called ot his
office. Bootwright referred to the actilLities o, Senator
KacKellar who was going to get Mr. Hoover fired (referring
to J. Edgar Hoover, Director of FBI). Boatwrighi went on
to say that "Wild Bill'" Donovan, "Cotton Ed" Smith and Joe
Robinson were gotng to have Mr. Hoover [fired.

St. Paul Let., 7/17/2¢
No caption given
E2adRN] 01 =d 5T

(59)

8T 62-43010-1217

(59)

ST 62-42010-1-21&

(60)

with regard to the above incident, disciplinary
action against Boatwright resulted in hig transfer toc Sqglt

Lake City.

JOIC=1-217K

#* Member of Secrct Service in St. Paul.
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The August 1936 issue of "Daring Detective”, carried

an article entitled, "Smashing the Notorious Karpis )mb”by
had personal knowledge of the FBI and its methods. Heil
stated: "I have watched it work in many cases. As a nems-
paper man, I hcve sat across the table from J. Edgar Hoover
in the office of 'Wild Bill' Donovan, when he was [first
Assistant Attorney General and discussed details of Ohio's
Sfaemous Heyner whiskey conspiracy whose meandering led al-
most to the White House doors.

Hemo for the Direcitor,
11/15/26

Re: George Jaock Heil
61 -7559-514%

(64)

fohalsd . DN

1837 the Buysjfalo Gpfics
advised that of the Rufrfalo PD had ro-
ceived the hi C any of the officers tnaking the
erarminagty or the position of captaincy in the Buffelo
PD. % was interested in betng appointed as capiain
in the Bujjalo PD and was highly pleased to learn that the

Director was willing intercede it d 0'Brien and
#illiam Donovan on his behalf. said he knew Lono-

van gncé 0'Brien slightly, but very y reputatzon.
t

Fro_comments he did not wish anything said to )'r.
Dono®Ban at that time.

Buffalo Let., 12/2/27
No caption given
E2-~21866=50

(54)

o S
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Jack Heil. On page 27 of the above issuve Heil siated ihat he
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The Milwaukee "Sentinal for 11/1/37 carried an
article entitled '"90 More Days for 0il Tricl''. This article
said that the oil trial which startcd the first of Octover
would continue for three months longer according to Jilliam
(wild Bill( Donovan, chief defense counsel, who said it
would take his side twice as long as it took the Gouv't. to
present the prosecution.

R/ 1T

b ¥ilwaukee Let., 11/6/37
enclosing above news-
paper clipping

Re: Major 0il Companiesy
Antitrust

E0=-1326=-638
/l?q}

LI S

Y,

on 1/22/40 Col. #illiam J. Donovar called fro-
NIC and stated he wanted to talk to I'r. Foover ahbout onr
— of the "Christian Front' boys. Donovan said that during
‘ World War I he had a man tn his regiment named John Prouti
! who was an excellent soldier. This man's son was one o)
. the members of the Christian Front boys who had been ap-
o prehended.

W During the above conversation It wces decided that
Doncovan would confer with Inspector Connell@y in NYC in-
stead of coming to WHashington. NY was aedvised of this de-

cisiocn.
E
S Memo [from Mr. Hoover “o
T Mr. Tamm, 1/22/40
i Re; Christian Front
. £5.4279-170

(76).
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This reference is a report from dated
4/22/40 which stated that at a meeting, on 4 40, place
not stated, between the vets, Vincent Sheehan anc Colonel

Yiwild Bill' Donovan it was suggested that a famcus named
cttorney be hired to represent the vets of the Abraham

Lineoln Brigade (VALB) at the trial of ifilton Kolff, com-|

mancer of VALB. This was done by hiring an attorney by

the name of Howley, from "Wild Bill' Donovan's office.

61-8381-35
(6¢)

ST 61-2381-818X page 23

27

52

fgted

MOCZTING HIT

This reference is a report from
4/12/40 whick stated that the above descrined
held in the ofifice of the New Yorker Bevercge Cormpany.
This reference also states that Col. "iild Bill" Ionovanr

wes present at this meeting.

The following inked notation appeared on this

reference concerning Doncvan: ""Had charge of 69th Divistion

during #war, Stiil has command.”
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This referegnce is a letter fror
o p- € 7y 21 A P

villiarm J.
Tettar
henorable choracter and o f 2roent ke rade conid be
relicd upen.

n 4/23/:0 ¥r. Koover wrote o lotter fo Cuol.
Deneoi~n stating that nrr'nnr‘.'fmnn'f'f‘ had boocn maldio Jo,» My

orworth, SAC in NYC, to ge* in touch wit
in connection with any information which
right he of vaelue to the FEI.

65-16218-7
(p1) -

4 note dated /18/40 written on papgr Sron G
Jirestents office telephons room stated thot

walled in person gnd R - T
Sliivan . Jencwven of AU 78 anxiovs !

soe dr. Hoeover and said he would sEar in schinzion untl”
"ro Leover returncid.,  Jolo regarviag the ochovr Ieitor

i
Lencron o seid fordl okovs.

Sy letier ‘fg;, SA0 Ferwsrth - -5 Aaduvios

the Lirector hod seenm‘ho Fad ofrered Lo be of
service to the Burc y i ving infore~tion of Gerrain
ahn l

2
getivities obtaznud through his Lusiness ond sociol con'z:ts
in New Tork instructed 10 csiagblish coni~ =
h ]'t’a

E5=S7717=0

change?d fo
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On.8/19/41 Captain James Roosevelt called at this
Bureau and advised that he had been designated as liaison
man for Col. William Donovan's organtzatzon. Roosevelt
wanted Information about the Bureau's coverage. Roosevelt
was assured that this Bureau would do anything and every-
thing possible to assist and cooperate with Col. Donovan
and his organization In carrying on the duties assigned *fo
them by the President.

Bureau memo, &/20/41
No caption given
62~62405-112

ST 62-64427=-X5

(20)

On 8,20/41 representatives of I¥S and ONI received
instructy o vote for the approvael of the visae application
on the basis of a statement by Col. (Filliam)
wae needed in the defense program of his

country.
Burea 8/2
Re:
Vis
100-17826- 12P€
(47)
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on 8/29/41 Col. Williom Donouvan called and talked
with Ur. Tamm. Col. Donovan said he had talked with re-
presentatives of the War and Navy Depariments. (The subject
of this conversation was not clear but it was believed to
concern the setting up of a new intelligence agency.) (ol.
Donovan said he wanted to cooperate with Mr. Hoonrer.

Memo for the Director,
8/29/41

No caption given
62-64427-Y6

(20)~

- on 9/9/41 information was received that lr. J.C.
Wiley, formerly of the Treasury Depariment, was attachec to
the office of Col. William J. Donovan, coordinator of in-
Jormation.

Memo to f'r. Forworth,
8/9/41

No caption given
B82-10033=-388Y
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This reference is a letter from Henry M. Paynter,
liaison man to Col. (William) Donovan on the letterhead of
Erecutive Office of the President, Office of Emergency
Management (OEM), Wash., D.C. dated 9/16/41, This letter
referred to a suggestion by Tom Kilson of OFY, which was
passed along to Col. Donovan'’s office along the general
line that it would be a good idea to keep tab on the cur-
rent line of Nazi propaganda and to have prominent persons
announce what the line was from time to time 80 that
people in the U.S. would see through it.

This matter was mentioned to Captain feoosevelt,
liaison man to Domovan, and he said the Bureau was already
planning activity along that general line. It was suggeste”
that if this Bureau wlished to see lr. Wilson's memorandum

OFY would gladly furnish it.

A Bureau letter to Mr. Paynter dated 9/19/41
stated the Bureau would be glad to receive a copy of Xr.
Wilson's memorandun. :

65-56354-31€6X

(368)
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It was pointed out that the above statement might

have been made for the purpose of stirring up troudle in
official governmental circles.

Bureau memo, 9/17/41
with above letter en=-
closed

No caption given
9?-391p186X

(79)~

on 9/29/41 ¥r. Berle adviged that the matter of
distributing pro- American propaganda had been divicded be-
. tween Col. Donovan's organtzation and the Nelson Rocke-
T SJeller organization, with Col. Donovan to cover everything
outside of the ¥estern Hemisphere and Rockefeller to cover
Central and South America.

Yemo to the Director,

10/2/41

No caption given

62-64427=5

(20) .
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+to "witd Bt11" Donovu

spent three days wii

securing informaiion nterest regarding individuals an
events which he observed in Algiers.
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This reference is a Bureau letter dated 2/30/11
addressed to Col. William J. Donovan, coordinator of in-
Sformation, Wash., D.C., concerning plans which the Depart-
ment of Justice had announced for conducting courses of -
- training for the police of the nation in order to assist
them in knowing and performimg their duties in the Civilian
Defense Program,

1-45-27

(116)

This reference is a letter dated 10/1/41 from
Filliam J. Donovan acknowledging the above Bureau letter.

1-49-23Y
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wrote a letter to Col. ¥illiam J. Donovan, (oor or of

Information, dated 10/5/41, which stated that Count Von
Opal owned more than 50% of the etock tn the Spur 011 Com-
pany. This letter stated that although Opal professed to
.despise the Nazis there was some evidence that he wgs en-
couraging the exploitation of his labor and taking Immense

profits out of his business while he was paying low wages.
‘ (Source not given)

Pho t.. 2/1/42
mR_G:
2¥ép

“65-12359260
(108)
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turned from a trip
of waterfronts.

A Bureau
William J. Donovan

o W ba

Mrs. Edith Randon,

his communica
during which time he

letter dated 10/16/41 was directed to Col.
which stated that numerous complaints had

R e
Lig COUnTIf. It s

been recetved Srom _varicius secitions of
letter stated that#laimed to be connected with Trace
Serpvice ani American

tews, Inc., NYC.

£5-29246-25
(?9% 7

On 10/14/41 Col. Bennell, a liaison man in the
national defense set-up at the White House, advised that

owner of the Lentheric beauty shop busi-

\

ness of Paris, France, was o personal friend of Col. William
Donovan, -
100-41 ~5
(22)
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This reference is a copy of a letter dated 11/9/41,
Havana, Cuba, to Managing Editor (not further erplained),
regarding reports which came from Berlin to the effect that
Secretary of State Hull was engineering a revolution in Cuba
through the aid of Col. "#ild Bill" Donowvan. According to
this letter there was noe foundation to such a report. This FEAY

letter was made available by— The name of writer
has been deleted.

64-1205<4-36

(64)

On 11/17/41, Col. (William) Donovan contacted the
Director and advised that he had heard from Mr. J.J. McCloy,
Assistant Secretary of War, that a direct request had been re-
ceived from the President for a report on the Japanese sSitu-
ation, aend that Donowvan had requested M¥r. Mclloy to call the
Director. Col, Donovan was advised that Mr. McCloy had call-
ed %o advige that the meeting with Mr. John F. Tarter har
been cancelled.

¥emo for Mr, Tolson, ¥r,
Tamm and Mr. Ladd, 2/17/41
No caption given
61-10556~413

(32) -
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' n 11/19/41 X L erred with one
t which time
up was anticipated in Col. Donovan .

also stated that NBC aend CBS were preparing to an op
warfare against Col. Donovan since his office had been giving
out short wave radio scripts with the statement that they must
be used on shori wave.

MOntinued that Col. Donovan's

office ha 1spatched a motion picture crew to Iceland to

make with one camera man and 28 asststants, which—
said was preposterous.

Elmer noper, who made considerable surveys for

radio and who worked for "March of Time", "Itfe", Fort
i surveys 1, Donovan s 0

Yemo for ¥r. Tolson,
11/19/41

No caption given
62~-64427-17

(37)

ST 94-3-4-11-224

(37) .
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This reference is a Bureau letter deoted 11/21/41
to Ccl. William J. Donovan, Coordinaior of Information,
Yash., D.C., enclosing page 4 of the 11/22/41 issue of
"collier's"” which set out comments fronm the editor under
the heading "This Week Any Week'. One of these comments
indicated that Col. Bill Donovan had been brought to
¥ashington to be AMr. Roosevelt's Coordinator of Intelligence
and continued, '"we'uve just been looking into the situation,
asking an FBI man whether all FBI inforratiocn was immeiiately
relayed to the Colonel, to be 8ifted aond transnitted to the
President. 'Cetainly' said he, 'Dornovan Tnows everythino wre
know erccri what we know about Donovan!'

In this letter the Bureau advised Denovan that the
above staterment was inaccurate in view of the fact that the
- Bureou did not possess any information concerning hir (Donovan).

62-64427-72
(118) "
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g ‘ On ¢/28/54
n re.
s 1iability not gtven, GovTS Hb10D
M Coordinator of Information « Pearce
ok bas employed by that organ emplcy=-
z ment. Pearce pas re van, head
T 0f 0SS, and was utilized by Donovan as g handyman and a leg
:‘ -t mano
B §

Treasury Dept. files revealed files captioned,
"Coordinator of Information” and "ogs" tndicated that on
11/23/41 ¥illtan J. Donovan requested Henry ¥orgenthau, Jr.,
Secretary of the f%easury, to designate a representative of
the Treasury Dept. to the Coordinagtor of Information Advisory
Committee, On 11/10/41 Yorgenthau designated Herbert F. Gas-
ton as the Treasury representative of this committee,
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Jones felt that this was entzrely too fast for a person to RN
leave after making applicgdion ror a passport. Jones fur- plv
ther advised thgt as not going to China for

the purpose of) ut was probab%y going

as o representatvive of Col. William Donovan in China.

kemo for ¥Mr. Ladd
No caption given
62-64427-28

(19)

incompeten y the Donovan Committee as well as O
carelessness of the Donovan Committee in selecting personnel &57
Y =@ 00000

. . ~y Al *ha DywnasrHamt Avd moad Fronam b s
were uﬁbbudacu TESICENRT Gl ROCT ANoWw wld4dv

N
I
a bad job D relt sorry for Donovan kj?cf
because he% 2 007
nl he was a
P und f ' )

no detailed accounting had to be rendered and that he*
had information that o Iot of money had been wasted ofl p -

and worthless information,
NY Let., 11/24/41 w. th
above report o
¥o caption giv

61-7566~5171 pg. 1,4,5

(27)
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Ebmo,f?? ¥r., Holloman,
11/25/41

No caption given
65=7751=-15X5

(21)

On 11/28/41 Col., (Williem J.) Donovan conferred
with Mr. Clegg at which time reference was made to their
previous meeting which was a breakjast on Christmas Day 1540
in Col. Donovan's suite at the Claridge Hotel in London.

Col, Ponovan commended the FBI for the cprroach which the FRT
mission made in connection with their survey.

Col. Tonovan stated that he had told the President
that if he accomplished naothing else of value to his Gov't.
during Korld War II, one thing which could be placed to his
credit was his helping to pave the way in England for FPI
representatives to obtain valuable information concerning
most confidenitial matters.

The following notation appeared beneath this memo:
"Iy I recall correctly I think we were there before the
Colonel arrived H."

Memo for the Director,
11/29/41
‘ No caeption given
r ' B2-64427=-75
(11¢) .-
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on 12/2/41 Mr. Koover attended a luncheon with
Col. FWilliam Donovan, Col. Buxton of Donovan's office, ard
representatives of both ¢-2 and ONI at which time the estabd-
lishment of an intelligence of.fice on the West (oast was
discussec.

Memo for Mr., Tolson, Mr.
Tamm, Mr. Ladd, 12/2/41
No caption given
62-64427~193

(37)-

This reference is a Bureau letter dated 12/2/41
to Col. William J. Donovan, Coordinator of Information, Wash.,
D.C. This letter set out the names, addresses and telephone
numbers of Specicl Agents in Charge of Bureau Offices on the
7est Coast. This Ietter stated that it was hoped thet when

a7 Ip Y 4.
Col. DPonouvan was in anp Gl‘ 1'-":0 ritl es where l:hn-ann nr"r“-rf\:\o

were located, he wculd stop in and get acguainted,

B82-64427-75

(118) -~
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