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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Mowlle, Alabama

March 20, 1965 HEREIN IS L {CLASSIFIED
DATE /1845 QB Ll
Re: REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY,
ALABAMA, VOTING DISCRIMINAT ION
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, MONTGOMERY COUN‘I‘Y 5"

ALABAMA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION B2 957

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 5p7ﬁ:°ﬁi;§?;39
ALL THFURR ﬂTiOi CONTAINED

The 1nf0rmation set forth herein will supplement’

‘1nformat10n set forth in previous 1etterhead memorandum

dated March 19, 1965.
AT SELMA, ALABAMA

' No gctivity was observed during the early morning
hours of March 19, 1965, at Brown Chapel AME Church, Selma,
Alabama,

At 10:59 a.m., March 19, 1965, a group of approxi-
mately 575 1lndividuals left tle Brown Chapel AME Church,
three abreast, and walked to the City Hall, Selma, Alabama,
at Alabama and Franklin Streets. They were led by. James
Orange, Student Nonviolent Coordinating -Committée’ (SHCC),-_
an unknown white Rabbl; and an unidentified Negro. Captain
J.Wilson Baker, Director of Public Safety, Selma,Alabama,
led the demonstrators in a police car and afforded protection.
Three Alabama State Troopers were also observed. )

At 11:07 a.m., this group was led up on the City
Hall steps and sang freedom songs. _

- At 11:16 a,m., an unidentified Negro minister
addressed the group. A prayer was offered and short speeches
were given by unknown Negroes and whites. The group was
appPoximately 50 per cent white. The speakers were heard
to thank Captaln Baker for the "privilege of walking to
City Hall.," The group was addressed by one Milton Reed, a

"Negre male, of the Southern Christian Leadership COBference

(SCLC), who.gave the principal address and prayed "for
strength to continue on in the movement."
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. was taken into custody by the Selma Police Department

Vit —

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS

'“coenTY, ALABAMA VOTING BISCRIHINATIBN e

At 11:31 .l the group locked arms,singing
"We Shall Overcome," Thereafter the group fermed in
lines of three's and returned to Brown Chspel over

- 'the same route, ' The demonstration was peaceful and-
: erderly and no 1nciden’cs eccurred, - . ‘7

At 1:17 p.m., March 19, 1965, Lieutenant
Selma Pollce Department, Selma, Alabama,
advised that a group of demonstraters planned fo march
that afterncen on Mayer Joseph Smitherman's home at

" 683; Sixth Avenue, Selma.

At 1:51 p.m., CST, March 19, 1965, Bureau
Agents pbgerved a continucus flow of people arriving

in the general vicinity of Mayor Smitherman's home, '
Throughout the next few minutes, numercus individuals

began to arrive in the vicinity of the Mayor's home;

noat were young students and 90 per cent of these

individuals were white,. . Aznews Source advlsed that-a.s. . o e
minister had stated at the Bro fiapel AME Church o )
that they were attempting to send approximately '
four hundred people te the Mayor's heme te engage 1in

this picketing.

James Orange, SNCC, also advised that this was s
the demonstrators' plan and Orange was observed in the
vicinity ef the Brown Chapel AME Chureh leading indlviduals
into numerous cars as quickly as possible.

There was an incident at 2:08 p.m.; CST, when

A local resident was observed to strike a minister in

the vicinity of Mayor Smithersan's home, This individuai

and was ldentified to be one white male,
born residing

Selma, Alabama, He was charged with assault and battery.
The victim was one Reveren of P>



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY,

~ALABAMA,; VOTING DISCRIMINATION:

As of 3 p.m., CST, Captaln J. Wilson Baker
advised he had taken Into "protective custody" approxi-
mately 250 demonstrators., These individuals were leaded
into buses and transferred to the City Hall for their
ewn protection, No charges were placed on these persons
and as of that time they were being held In the parking
1ot of the City Bullding under protectlive custedy.

At 4:37 p.m., these demonstrators were filed
into the City Courtroom, led by Captaln J.Wilson Baker,
Baker advlsed that these Individuals were meved into
the building for thelir own convenience and he desired.
%0 release them as soon as pessible, -

At 11:55 p.m,, Captaln Baker announced %o
the group that they were free to leave, He sald he
had telephonically contacted Reverend James Bevel, SCLC
staff, and Bevel had told him if these persons were allowed

keep thém at’ 'the church, “Twe white males and two white

females left the group and were taken to the Brown Chapel
AME Church in Captain Baker's personal car, Others of
this group remalned at the Community Center., Of the 250
individuals taken into protective custedy all but four
remained in the Negro Community Center adjacent to the
Selma Pollce Department. :

- As of 5:30 p.m., appreximately thirty individuals, A
mostly children, were in the Brown Chapel AME Church, Selma; e
twenty-five persons were in the church parsonage; and

approximately forty were on the outside of the church,
Most of these individuals were Negrees, .

Reverend James Bevel announced ﬁhat a mass

meeting would be held at the Brown Chapel AME Church
in Selma at 7:30 p.m, that date.

-3

Fotey

te return te the Brown Chapel AME Church, he, Bevel, would

—-. st
e e e oyl

R 11 TIa T S I
e 4

46



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COHNTY,
' ALABAHA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION

At 7130 p.m., March 19, 1965, the mass
meeting at the Brown Chapel AME Church commenced,.
As the: 1nd1v1dua}s entered the chursch, they were
glven. a slip of mper stating to the effect that -
all residents of Dallas County. over twenty-one -
years of age who desired to make the entire march
should report to the First Baptist Church at 9 a.m., -

March 20, 1965. The mass meeting ended at 10:31 p.m,

No incldents were reported gnd there was no further
actlon.

The "Veter Regilstration Appearance Book" -

was maintained at the Dallas County Ceurthouse during

the day of March 19, 1965, The County Courthouse
closed at 4:39 p.m,, March 19, 1965, The following:
numbers were igsued to individuals signing the book
on the dates lndicated:

.Karch 15, 1965; first numie 1ssued 261Q,.. . .cow. oo

last number issued 2696,
total -~ 85 Negrees '
2 whites

March 16, 1965; first number lsamued 26'97,_
last number lssued 2711,
all Negroes

March 17, 19653 first numbér issued 2712,
' - last number lssued 2717,
total - 4 Negrees
-~ 2 whites

March 18, 1965; first number ilssued 2718,
last number lssued 2719,
both Negroes.

March 19, 1965; ne numbers issued, -

-4
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REGISTRARS OF V@TERS, DALLAS COUNTY,

ALABAMA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION . -

Observation of the area in the vieinity

“éf the Brown Chapel. AME Church, Selma, Alabama, on

the morning of March 20, 1965, revealed no activity
and no bulld-up of racial demonstmtions,

At 8:15 a.m., CST, twenty people were observed

'inside. the church and there were no other people- 1n the

immedliate area.

t 9:24 a.m., CST, approximately 256 persons
who had been held "in protective custody" on March:19,
1965,arrived at Brown Chapel AME Church, These people
were held on March 19, 1965, for a short time by.

Public Safety Dlrector J. Wilson Baker when they refused’
to leave the Negro Community Center; where they were

‘belng detained, after belng instructed to do so,

A news source advised that a press conference
would be held regarding the Selma-Montgomery March at

11 ‘a.m. at the First ‘Baptist Church, Selma, Alabama.:wwu

At 12 10 p.m., this news conference terminated
Shirley Mesher of the Western Reglon of the Congress of
Raclal Equality (CORE) at San Francisco, California,
advised that the three hundred people that would march .

from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, had not been. selected

as of this time. A meeting would be held, according teo
Mesher, at 1.p.m. on-that date at the Brown Chapel AME
Church to make this degision. 'Mesher also stated that

Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr.j; Reverend James Bevel; and
Reverend Andrew Young, all of the SCLC staff, would ‘held

a press conference at 5 p.m. en the night of Marech 20,
1965, and a final press-conference would be held at 11 PeH,
at the Brewn Chapel AHE Church,

Mesher stated that a church service would be

" held at 7:30 a.m., March 21, 1965, at the Brown Chapel
AME Church. Marchers would then organlze at the church

and embark on the propesed mar¢h at 9 a.m., CST. He
furnished the following ageanda for this march:

-

g



BEESTRARS OF VOTFRS, PALLAS CGUNTY :
ALABAHA, VOTING BISCRIMINATTION - ' : i

Sunday, . Leave Brown Chapel AME Church

March 21, 1965 9 a,m,; first stop 1s Watkins
Field appreximately eleven
mlles out of Selma; a mass
meeting toe ke held thaynight.

Monday, Marchers willl march approxi-

March 22, 1965 mately twelve miles to Steele's
Field,

Tuesday, Dem@nstrators will march to

March 23, 1965 the Baptist Church located .en
, the North side ef U, S. Highway -
80 (exact mileage was not knewn
by Mesher),

Wednesday, Demonstrators will march eight
March 24, 1965 miles to a peint of encampment
, - not yet decided on; mass
meeting to be held that evening.

Thursday, March at 9 a.m. to reach the
March 25, 1965 Capitol Building in Montgomery,
Alabama, by 12 neon., A rally
is scheduled at 1 p.n. on the
Capitol grounds and the demons tra-
tors will disperse at 3 p.m.

Mesher alao advised that the cammunicatiens center

for this march in Montgomery area is to be at the Hexter

Avenue Baptlst Church in Mentgomery. Two telephones have
been Iinstalled in Selma, Alabama, for individuals. seeking .
information regarding the march. These numbers would be
872-4506 and 8T72-4485, |

At 1:05 p.,m., March 20, 1965, Reverend James
Bevel, SCLC, advised that the demonstrators contemplated
a march on that date te the St, Paul Episcopal Church,
Selma, Alabama. Bevel sald a service would be held at
this church at 1:30 p.m. and if not admitted to the
church, the service weould be conducted in the street
direetly in front of the church,

-6-
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, -
'ALABAMA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION :

: At 1:20 p.m. a group of approximately tW& :,
hundred Individuals left the Brown Chapel AME Church
and marched south on Sylvan Street. These individuals
. Wwere confronted by Captain J.Wilson Baker, Director
of Public Safety, approximately cne bleck from the
church, Captaln Baker explained that he could not
guarantee protection and for their own safety he
advised them to dlsperse, -

At 1:29 p.m., the group left the confrontation
and returned te the Brown Chapel AME Church,; As of
1:45 p.m. the group was congregated in front of the

church singing freedom songs. ,
A news source advised that e‘avf‘im/rrin, A S,

Hollywoed acior, would be on the scene in Selma and /4 -y

would. participate .in the march on-March 21, 1965, . ,————

A%t 5:11 p.m,, Bureau Agents observed a large
quanity of foodstuffs and ¢her supplies being stored in
the basement of the First Baptist Church at the corner
of Sylvan Street and Jeff Davis Avenue for the benefit
of the marchers; however, the origin of these goods
had not been established., '

A mass meeting started at 7:30 p.m., CST,
at the Brown Chapel AME Church with appreximately 650
individuals in attendance. The meeting was very
informal and ne civll rights leaders were present,
Three Negro clergymen and one white clergyman were the
speakers, Plans for the march to Mentgomery, Alabama,
were discussed and the group sang freedom songs., The
meeting ended at 11:20 p.m. . '

During the ¢ourse of the evening an incident
occurred wherein informatlon was recelved at 8:19 p.m.
that one Leo Haley had been attacked near the First
Baptist Church, Selma, Alabama., Records of the Good

o
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY,
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’ Samaritan Hespital at Selma, Alabama, revealed 7 '
_ to be a white male of ‘
] » He 1s a student at - . '

He was treated at 9 p.m, and

released, He advised that he was attacked abeut

. : 8:15 p.m. and described his assallants as two. white .
i males, ' ‘ :

CEaat el

It is te be noted in case entitled "HOSEA
WILLIAMS, ET AL,, Plaintiffs, vs., HONORABLE @&EORGE C.
WALLACE, as Goevernor of the State of Alabama, ET AL,, _
Pefendants,” Civil Action No. 2181-N, that the plaintiffs
asked for a.writ of injunction against the defendants
and submitted & proposed plan for march frem Selma,
‘ ‘Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama. The plan, as filed 1in
; U. S. Distriect Court, Montgomery, Alabama, 1s as follows:

"l. The march will commence on Friday, March 19,
1965 at 10:30 AM. or any. day thereafter provided.that... ..
i Plaintiffs will provide at least 48 hours. advance notice
i of the mareh to Defendants, the United States, and the y
: Court, - ‘

"2, The number of persons marching will be as
follows: : ' T

‘! "A, There will be no limitatlen on the
it - . number of marchers within the citles of

| Selma and Montgomery and along the #-lane
: : portlens of Route 80-East between Selma
- and Montgomery. : :

"B. The number of marchers will not exceed gg@
. persons on the 2-lane portion of Route .

“"3. The following are the approximate distances
© be covered each day: : .

"A. First day-march appreximately 11 miles
stopping at a designated private field
with permission of owner which has already
been granted; ) :

-8-
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£ i REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY,
" ALABAMA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION - : : ¥

Second day-march approximately 11 miles
stopping at a designated field with
permission of the owner which already has
been granted; .

Third day-march approximately 17 miles

stopping at a designated building and
adjoining field with permission of
owners which has glready been granted;

Fourth day-march 8 miles to the western part
of Montgomery stopping at an area tentatively
selected and to be designated.

Fifth day-march from westerm part of
Mentgomery to the Capitol.

Large tents will be erected at. the camp- -
sites by professionals, Heetings and
song festlvals may be held at campsites.

Route of march in the City of Selma: Starting
at Brown's Chapel A.M.E. Church on Sylvan Street proceeding
south on Sylvan to Alabama, then West on Alabama to Broad
(Highway 80-East), then Seuth on Broad Street across Edmund
Pettus Bridge aleng Highway 80-East to Montgomery. The
march in the City will be eéonducted in the streets,

Route in the City of Montgomery: Marchers
will enter the City follewing Route 80 until it becomes
Falrview Avenue and continue on Fairview to Oak Street
turning north on ©ak Street to Jeff Davis Avenue; then
East on Jeff Davis te Holt Street; then Nerth on Holt

to Mobie Street; then on Mobile to Montgomery; then.
Nertheast on Montgomery to Court Square then up Dexter
Avenue to Capitel ‘The March In the c¢ity will be in the

S ——
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY,
ALABAMA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION o e e

"5, On the highway, the marchers wlll proceed on
shoulders of the road walking on the left side facing
automobile traffic. They will march along road
shoulders two abreast and empley single files at places
where the shoulder 1s narrow and on bridges witheout
sidewalks. The marchers will be erganized in separate
groups of approximately 50 persons {(or less) and
each group will be under the supervigion of a deslignated
group leader.

"7, The following supporting services wlll be
provided: - _
"5, Food:

Is

"B. Truck-borne washing and tollet facilities;

"c, Litter and garbage plckup by truck along
route and at campsites,

"D, Ambulance and first ald service; )

"E. Transportation for return to Selma of
those marchers in exceas of the 300
(or fewer) persons who will continue
on the march after the first day.
Transportation will also be avallable
for scme persons who will joinm the
‘group on the last day to complete
march by entry into Montgomery.

"®, Lines of communication among the marchers:
and leaders and certaln supporting services
will be established by walkle-talkle radlos

and other means.

"8, Liason will be establlshed between designated
leaders of the march and such state ad lecal officlals as
the agencies concerned shall designate,.

-10-
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY,

' ALABAMA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION =~ . o oo oo o o oo oo

"9, A mass meeting will be held in front of the
Alabama State Capitol on the day the marchers enter
Montgomery. There will be a speakers! stand with
loudspeakers in the street in front of the Capitol.

The audience will be on the sidewalks’and in the o
street in front of the Capitol as well as on the Capitel
steps. The audience will be directed not to walk on

the grass around the Capitol unless. the state permits
this, The formal program will be conducted between
approximately 12 nocn znd 3:00 P.M: ' '

710, Following completion of the ocutdoor programt

"hA. Not more than 29 persons will enter
the Capitol Building proceed to the
Governor's office, seek an audience
with the Governor and present a
petition,

- PBUTransportation away frém the“Capitol T T rrratet
grounds wlll be provided by leaders of
the march to various destinations
including transportation terminals.

"11l. The march will be orderly and peaceful and .
otherwise observe the highest standards of dignity and
decorum." ‘ .

.On March 17, 1965, the U, S. Distrilct Court,
Montgomery, Alabama, ordered and decreed that pending
Lurther notice of the Court, GEORGE (¢, WALLACE, as”
Governer of the State of Alabama; ALBERT J, LINGO, .
as Plrector of Public Safety for the State of Alabama;
and JAMES G. CLARK, JR., as Sheriff.ef Dallas County,
Alabama, and their successors in office, were restrained
from arresting, harassing, threatening, or in any way
interfering with the efforts to march or walk by the
Plaintiffs and others who may Jjoin with them along U.S.
Highway 80 from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama,
or from otherwise obstructing, impeding, or iterfering
with the peaceful nonvieclent efforts by the Plaintiffs’
in pretesting and demonstrating by assembling and by

~11-
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marching along U. S. Highway 80 from Selma, Alabama,
to Montgomery, Alabama, as the proposed march filled
by the Plaintiffs. ‘

P 5 : The order further indicated that the
: Pefendants were restrained and enjolned frem falllng
: to provide police protection fir e Plaintiffs and

g ot hers who may Join with them in thelr march..

During the morning of March 21, 1965,
Bureau Agents observed the situation at the Brown
Chapel AME Church and at the First Baptlst Chureh,
Selma, Alabama, where it was noted preparations were
, being made for the march from Selma,Alabama, to
; Montgomery, Alabama. Physical examinatlions were
E provided to a number of the individuals who wanted
¥ to participate in the march at the First Baptist
Church, Selma, Alabana.

3 EN

Information was recelved ‘that ‘all"ef the™ " PR

7 "marchers leaving Selma, Alabama, were not to centinue
. cn the trip to Montgemery. Ten buses had been

! ~chartered to transport these not wishing to ceontinue
' on to Mentgomery from the camp site back te Selma,

Alabama. The National Guard had been assalgned -

supervision of loading, btramsporting, and unleading .

fﬂ"&”ﬁﬂ(ﬁ"

| -4
' of marchers ret to Selma, labama. .
3 PSP S S how e shep (AT

e / { e march started at 12146 P.m., GST,
Manch 1,\1965, with appreoximately 2900 civil rights
~demdonstrat n} participating at the erigin. The march

wad led by DP.._Martin Luther:. s dI'.: Reverend :

DouglagiReese; Reverend Ralph¥ibernathy, -all eof SCLCj
PR Yert‘Lewis, Chairman of SNCC; Reverend Richard
zﬂﬂ*'ijhﬁg?gard, Diecese Bilshop of % califernia. Episcapagz ‘s

 Him g;ch, and Rabbl Abra irseh of New York City.
- G e, grandfather of Jimmy Lee Jackson, Negro
!*‘ R who was shoet in the civll rights demonstration

“at Marion, A;ghgma, February 18, 1965, was alse
¢bserved 1n the frent ranks of the march,

~12-
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The ma rching line was approximately one-half
mlle long. The marchers were followed by military
Jeeps and four military trucks, all manned by military
‘persennel,

“/g

The marchers stopped to allow news vovérage

- to photograph the marchers immediately on the eastern

<~ 8lde of the Edmund Pettus Bridge. Two Negro males '
partieipating in the march were carrying American

and United Nations flags.

At 1:45 p.m. the civil rights demonstrators
stopped for a "rest break" adjacent to the Flamingo
Traller Sales, approximately one and eight-tenths miles
. out ef the Selma City Limits. Three large tents were
' observed being erected on Camp Site No. 1, approximately
: seven miles on the outskirts of Selma. '

" 'noen to drop out of the march, These marchers were plcked
up by private automobiles and rental trucks and transported
back te the Brown Chapel AME Church, Selma, Alabama, where
the march originated,

During the afterncon hours numercus cars were
. ©observed abng the march route with anti-integration signs,
- some of which were as follows: , : - ,

"Johnson Imported Beatniks to our City";
. "No Trespassing”; :
. "No Ccmmies"ﬁ
3 “"No Niggers,

Other vehicles were observed with Confederate
flags, .

At 3:11 p.m., Bureau Agents at the Brown Chapel
AME Church observed a lone white male arrive in the ares
on foot and walk into the Brown Chapel AME Church, This
Individual had been observed earlier on Highway 80 East .
hurling insults at the passing marchers. He was identified

-13-
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ALABAMA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION ‘ ;"'f“**@”%fm

through the Selma PoliceDepartment as (GGG 67‘
#of S, :lazbama. He was detained by the
>elma Police‘Department, ‘
. At 5:07 p.m. the marching group, numbering
at this time between 1500 and 1800, entered Camp Site
No. 1 approximately seven milks east of Selma, Alabama,
off Route B0 East., There was no further activity at.
the tent site during the night. ,

As of 8 p.m., CST, March 21, 1965, all of the
marchers except three hundred who wsuld centlinue the
march te Mentgomery were being removed frem the camp
site by buses. They were tzken by buses and trucks
to approximately four miles from Selma where they
boarded a train that teok them to Selma, Alabama, and
where they would therszafiter march to the Brown Chapel
AME Church,;Sylvan Street, and dispersée from fthere,

“The marcheérs were detrained at Selma, Alabama,_ T
without incident at appreximately 8:45 p.m.: A short
meeting was held at the Brown Chapel Church after their
return to Selma. The crowd dispersed at approximately

9145 p.m. |

Racial demonstrators spent the night at
Camp Site Ne, 1 approximatelg seven miles east eof
Selma, Alabama, off Highway 8@ East.

At 5:42 a.m., March 22, 1965, the demonstrators .

started camp acivity, food being brought in by truck.

At 8:04 a.m., the demenstrators formed : .
elght abreast, and marched te Highway 80 East, where they
turned en route to Montgomery, Alabama. Approximately
three hundred to foeur hundred demonstrators made up
this group, marching elight abreast in the west-bound lane
of Highway 80 Eest. The east-bound lane remained open
for traffic. The group was led by Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.; Reverend Andrew Young; Reverend James Bevel;
and Reverend Ralph Abernathy, all of SCLC} and James
Lewis eof SNCC, These leaders had spent the night at the

1l
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY,

camp site with the demonstrators.,

As the group moved on to the highway, it
was obaerved that 95 per cent of these individuals
were young people in their late teens or early twentles.
The group was 75 per cent Negro. A number of them were
carrying American flags and United Nations flags. At
the head of the column were an Avis Rental truck carrying
newsmen, a truck beling used as a medical unit, and also
an ambulance and a large i{ruck carrying a portable
Jatrine,

At 8:47 a.m.,March 22, 1965, this group took
a "break" near the Scuthside High School on Highway 80
East.,

As of 9:07 a.m., March 22, 1965, the group
continued thelr march toward Montgoemery, Alabama, eight
abreast, on Highway 80 East. Their locatien at this
time was nlne  and ene-tenth miles east of ‘Selma. -

At 9:37 a.m. the column of marchers was joined
by U. S. Army bomb demolition unit. This unit took a
peslition at the head of the line, ' :

Carloads and trucReads of civil rights workers
from the Brown Chapel AME Church, Selma, Alabama, left
the church periocdically and jolned the marech and at 10:27
a.m.;, the march consisted of 451 civil rights workers
plus an additionmal 150 e¢ivil rights workers in staff auto-

-mobiles and trucks with about 100 newsmen covering the

march.
- _ '
At 10:55 a.m., civil rights workers stepped for
a break. This break was taken immediately in front of a
white residence occupied by cone Belton Burnett at Tyler,
Alabama., During thi break, Reverend Andrew Young, SCLC
staff, was observed giving Iinstructions te the civil
rights workers., Young stated when the march reached the
two-lane highway approx_mately four and cne-tenth miles '

tire hundred. The Neg“o marchers complained, stating they
-15-
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wanted to walk the entire distance and that 1f anyone
was to be cut from the march, it should be the whilte
peeple present, as this was "a Negro march.,”

Reverend Young, however, disagreed for the first reasen
that the white people "mean protectlion for us," as

the military and United States Government employees
would give better protection with the white peeple
present and further that the whites have been in the
¢ivil rights movement since the beginning and 1t would
be unfalr to delete them from the march.

It was also noted that Camp Site No, 2 wsas
located approximately twenty-three miles froem Selma,
Alabama, at Steel!s fleld, This particular plece of
property is owned by Rosa Steele, a Negro female, and
consists of approximately fifteen acres loeated on
Highway 80 Easat.

At 11:30. a.m., the clvil rights workers were.

‘preparing the site for the camp. The mobilé health

center donated by the International Ladles Garment
Workers Union was also observed to be under construction .

on this site.

At 12:10 p.m., the civil rights marechers
were approaching the two-lane pavement of Highway 80
East, The civll rights demonstrators were some thirteen
miles east of Selma, Alabama, near the Dallas County
Read 19. The group continued to be led by Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and Reverend Ralph Abernathy, Also in the
front ranks of this march were Reverend Andrew Young and
two unidentified white ministers. Major General Carl C,
Turner was observed walking near the head of the column

- of marchers,

-16-~
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At 12: 45 p.a., Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
completed a press conference held during the time
that the raclal demoenstrators were taking rest breaks.,*
He said, "The finding of six bombs (recently) in
Birmingham, Alabama, is a ghastly manlfestation of
foree In Alabama. Alasbama has developed Inte an
island of terror. Viclence 1s alded and abetted by
officers in Alabama." King was also heard to state
that on Thursday, March 25, 1965, at noon.on the.
Capitol grounds at Montgomery, Alabama, a milestone.
in democracy will be reached,

At 1:46 p.m.,, it was observed that racial.
demonstrators were lined up, three abreast, on the
left lane of Highway 80 East facing traffiec. The
civil rights vehicles accompanying the march were
using the right lame of Highway 80 East,

At 2:03 p.m. the march was temperarily halted :;,ﬁ_,

‘a4t “thé 0ld Creek Bridge te direéct traffic, which witi--
mately resulted in thlrty-one cars being 1mmob11e.

At 2:18 p.m., a detachment of Military Police
(MP) conducted a “head count" of the marchers. It
was .determined that at that time there were 308 civil
rights marchers and of this number 22 were whilte.

- At 5136 p.m., CST, the head of the celumn
of raclal demenstraters arrived at Camp Site Ho. 2.

- t 5:40 p.m., all of the marchers in the civil,

rights demonstration were at the camp site.

There was no mass meeting held at the camp
site on the night of March 22, 1965,

Hosea Williams, SCLC staff, advised that
Camp Site No., 3 was to be at the 32-mlle mark, making
it eleven miles that the marchers would march on
March 23, 1965. The camp site weuld be a pasture on

~-17-

L0



L -

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY,
ALABAHA, VOTING BISCRIHIHATION e

thé“property owned by A, @ FGaston; a wealthy motel
owner, Bigggngm: Alabama,..

It was learned through observation that -

' 25@ of the marchers were treated on March 22, 1965,
by doctors on the scene for?%hanped 1ips, bliiﬁ?ﬂ?v za?# Aﬁ?

- mem

and other minor irritationsi [ >
. o Hic, ¢ fhﬂlﬂweﬁvﬁﬁaa &
It was lgérned froma news source .that =~ ar #

Dr. Martin.Luthep¥King, Jr., left the camp site early

on the night of March 22, 1965, for a peolley meetding

in Selma, Alabama, at the heme of Dr. Sullivgp¥ﬁ§ikson,.

1416 Lapsley Street, Selma, Alabama. Dr. King left

the Jackson hoié Tater 6n the evenlng of March 22, 1965,

and spent the night at the camp site., He was scheduled

to fly to Cleveland, Ohie, to attend a testimonial
inner and would return &n Haruh 24, 1965,

=

“‘The*racial demonstration marchers got" under ‘way

" at 8: 23 a.m,, CST, March 23, 1965, Reverend Andrew Young,

SCLC Staff, was 1nadin the march in the absence of
Dr. King. Otker npotablleg in the mareh'were as follow:

Jameg’ Or ge,‘SNCC; 4;4; S
Geof'ge Fowler, Chairman, New York —/..l:l.
Staté ¢ ission on Human Rights;

Theodor Gill, San. Fr%Bq}sco Theologieal

. Seminafy; X S
Dr. J. Alfrig/éénnon, Professer of R S
Psychology University of Los Angeles RO et
Medicdl School; "~ '
RobePT8ilst, . Screen Pirectors Guild,;;w
Hollywood; Califernia; :
JermTah-Gutman, Lawyers, Constitdion PR
Defense Committee; T
RévVerend Rodne#iﬁﬁgg, Economic Life /.
Board, Christian ial Co Conference, Fol
Methodist Church;
_ Henry<Lly  Ginigini, Special Assistant to
ﬁ;y; Senator Dan Inenyi.,

“18_
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At 9:35 a.m., March 23, 1965, the marchers
toock their first break at a point near a dirt road,
twenty-five miles from Selma,  Alabama. -

, Ati9:37 a.m.,. Reverend James Bevél, SCLC,
Joined‘the<march.

The Dallas Ceunty Sheriff's 0ffice, Selma, . -
advised that James Bevel was arrested at 7:35 a.m,, !
March 23, 1965, by officers of the Alabama State
Troopers. Bevel was estimated to be driving at a
speed from ninety to one hundred miles per hour on
Highway 80 East; the place of arrest was twelve miles -
east of Selma. Bevel was charged with reckless driving;
taken to the Dallas County Courthouse, Selma, Alabama;
and was allowed to sign a $100 signature bond, at which
time he was released., - Trial was set for 1€ B.m.,
March 25, 1965, '

“At 10-a.m., March 23, 1965, the marchers con-
tinued their march teward Montgémery in a heavy down-
pour of rain., Reverend Andrew Young made a request of
mllitary autherities te camp the night of March 23, 1965,
on Highway 80 East, the reason for the request being
that the extremely heavy rain had made a quagmire out of
Camp 3ite No. 3. -

- By individual count of 11:12 a.m., March 23,
1965, there were 291 civil rights workers actively
engaged iq this march.
- At 11:31 a.m., the marchers stopped near
Lowndesboro, Alabama, for a rest break,

The marchers'stopped for the noonday lunch at
12:08 p.m,, at a point twenty-nine and four tenths miles:
east of Selma, Alabama, on Highway 80 East. _

At 12:30 p.m., Acting Assistant Attorney General
John Doar, advised that the marchers would maintain Camp

Site No. 3 as previously scheduled and would not camp
directly on Highway 80 East. o :

-19-
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At 2:11 p.m., the ecivil rights marchers turned
into Camp Site No. 3. The camp site 1is lecated at the
Intersection of a dirt road and Highway 80 East, ‘ |
thirty-two and seven tenths miles east of Selma, Alabama.
Due te the extreme heavy rainfall during the day, this.

- eamp site was a "sea of mud.

Reverend Jemes Bevel, SCLC staff, advised that
thére would be no planned activity fo the night of
March 23, 1965, at Camp Site No. 3. He saild there would
be a community sing, this being done in an effort to
"keep the marchers' spirilt up."

sﬁ“ﬁdﬁur Ao

Ken doch, Transportation Officer, advised
that Camp Site No. 4 for the evening of March 24, 1965,
would be en the back part of St, Jude Complex, in St.
Jude, Alabama. This area is encircled by a cyclone fence.

During the evening heurs of March 23, 1965, . .

‘there wds noted a meeting of leaders at the First Baptist "

Chureh, Selma, Alabama, to digcuss detalls regarding the
march, .

At approximately 7:00 p.m., approximately three
hundred people appeared outside the Brown Chapel AME
Church; this group sang songs and started to disperse

t about 19:30 p.m. ;
at a 30 pum. ok 0K n}{'yhé’##@. aj»'k f/q;f_”
ne ident- Q:05 p.m., . ;J fq

There was an

ere arrésted near the Brown Chapel
AME ‘Church, chaged with Disorderly Conduct, They were.

-arrested by Captainr Pyron, Selma Pollce Department.

and made several remarks to police and
military persennel and were immediately arrested,

upon -interview stated he had dropped by the Brown Ghapel
AME Church on his waylome merely out of curlosity. A

sign on the front of his truck reading "Stand up for Wallace"
caused a verbal exchange between himself and several
Negroes standing in front of the chureh, -'fle_ast

w20
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his temper" and got out of his truck, Before he éo_uld 6 7‘ '

say anything or take any actlon, he was qulckly arrested
by the Selma Police Department, ﬂadmitted he

was a former member of the Ku Klux Klan but claims teo
have been  1inactlive for the past five or six years,

On March 24, 1965, at 6:48 a.m., the eivil
rights marchers moved out of Camp Site No. 3 en to
Highway 80 East en route to Montgomery, Alabama.

At T7:13 a.m., C3T, March 24, 1965, Bureau
Agents observing imthe area ef the Brown Chapel AME.
Chureh, Selma, Alpdama, observed individuals in cars
and buses leavipd this vicinity en route to the march,
Reverend Elde reer, civil rights worker, advised that
the activity "in Montgomery and Selma, Alabama,. would =
continue and he expected that approximately five thousand .
individuals would join the march from Selma, Alabama,
during March 24, 1965, and March 25, 1965. Greer also

Join the march pricr to noon March 24, 1965, He mentl oned
the ¢ivil rights workers planned to continue to bulld w
this march and that mass meeiings would be held in .
Selma, Alabama, until legislation was passed regarding

the voter registration irregularities, ,
At 8:51 a.m., Robert Wingfielg¥fishel, who
stated he was presently acting as medical liaison man
between the marchers executive cemmittee and the medical
suppert unit with the mareh, elaimed he drove inte

a Qulf Statiom on Highway 80 East and after identifying
himself as a civil rights worker was refused serviee,

He also inquired as to the station owner's name and :
identity but was ordered off t{he private preperty. '
Fishel stated the owner of the service station then grabbed
his sunglasses, lknocked them to the floor of the car, and.
"seratched my nose."” While attempting to retrieve the
sunglasses, Fishel clalms he was struck twice on the fore-
head by the owner of the gas station. The blows were
struck with the fist.

-21-
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The racial demonstrators continued their march
to Montgomery, Alabama, from Selha, Alabama. At 9:25 a.m.
Paul Pancake, dressed in an American Legion uniform, joined
‘the march. He is reportedly from Huntington, West Virginia.

At 9:28 éﬁm., March 24, 1965, rty~foﬁr students,
accompanied by other individuals fromfNewark State College,

Union, New Jersey, arrived at the Brown Chapel AME Church f*fQ,-

and announcet their plans to join the march. Travel to. -
Selma was by bus. - p

Information was received that Harry Belafgite,
at the request of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was
leading a delegation of performing musical and iterary
artists to Montgomery, Alabaps, arriving at 1 2 a.m.,
March 24, 1965, and LeonandsBernstein, Jamesifaldwin, /ﬂfg' B
i jBelafonte,‘Shellie”ﬂlhters, and othe#§, would also ™
arriffe” in Montgomery on /the evening of March 24, 1965,
and proceed to St. Jude Complex that evening to meet Dr.
Martin Luther King's march into Montgomery.

At 10?25”h:m37fthé“éivil‘righfS”démonstrators?“*““”@“'
reached a point near Dannelly Field approach lights, '
which is forty and three-tenths miles from Selma,

Alabama, on Route 80 East. Actors Cary Merrill and
Purnell Roberts were observed in the march line, along
with folk singer Pete Seeger. . At this time there were
440 civil rights marchers engaged in the march.

At 1i:16 a.m., the marchers took a rest break
near the Alabama National Guard Rase, which is located
forty-one and seven-tenths miles fror Selma, Alabama.
The.marching group at that time numbered 1100 individuals.

- 22 -
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At this break, Pr, Martin Luther King joined the
marchers and immediately held a press ceonference,
Nothing of significance was: learned frem this press
conference with the exceptien of the theme song of
eivil riﬁhts workers has been changed from "We Shall
Overcome" to "We Have Overcome.," .

It was determined through contact with
transportation media at Montgemery, Alabama, that
approximately 3,679 individuals would Join the march
in Montgomery.,

Colonel Albert Lingo, Public Safety Director,
State of Alabama, advised he estimates 20,000 participants
at the completion of the march from Selma te Montgomery.
He had no basis for thig figure and this figure 1s merely .
an estimate, Staff leaders of SCLC have set a target
of 10,000 participants that will actually march to the
State Capitel at Montgomery, Alabama. The march resumed . ... .
at 12:45 p.m., after the lunch break across from Dannelly AR
Field,; Montg Ty, Alabama. The march wag led by Dr.

_Martin Luphér¥king, Jr., his wife; TopyfPérkins, his wife; , °
and TopyfBernett, L s T , Y
' Mes, MEEtd kR e

At 1:30 p.m., heavy showers drenched the marchers,
The group was.estimated at from 2,000 to 2,500 at that time;
seme were carrying American flags and others were carrying
flags eof states they represent, ‘

At 2:55 p.m., the marchers éemﬁenéed entering
t?g camp slte, located near St. Jude's Churech, Mentgomery,
Alabama, : N .

The march terminated at 3:14 p.m. Plans for

the night included a speech by D artin Luthe ing, i
sing s and entgrtainmept by Boﬁgaﬁﬁarin, Dl egory,/9;€& L
Ha Belafont&Bater,TRaul and¥ary, and others., T

. As of 4 p,m,, March 24, 1965,,50 incidents had -
occurred, g e

v
Vi

There were no demonstrations at Selma,.Alabama,
on March 24, 1965, ‘

-23-
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY, AL&EAMAA
VOT ING DISCRIMINATION

AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

ce A mass meetlng of Negro demonstrators was held
at the Beulah Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama, on the
night of March 18, 1965, which ended at 10:30 PM, No
incidents were observed and no arrests were made.

During the morning of March 19, 1965, no activi-
ties were observed at Meontgomery in connection w1th instant
matter.

At 4:00 PM, March 19, 1965, 68 pickets, mostly

- Negroes, marched to the State Cap1tol Montgomery, Alabama,

carrying signs., State Troopers at the Capitol refused to
allow the pickets to walk on the sidewalks in front of the
Capitol. The group marched comple ely aroquﬂthe block. of
the Capitol grounds led by Wil g Students Non~;,

Violent: Coord1nat1ng Committee, (SNCC) - dbme

o ' -
At 5 20 PM 40 p:ckets from this group were ‘
ordered by Captain K W. Jones, Montgomery Police Depart-

- ment, to disperse. When they failed to disperse after-

three minutes; the plckets were arrested by the Montgomery
Police Department. :

Ch1ef of Police Marvin Stanley, Hontgomery,

Alabama, advised that Frank W.XGardner obtained a parade/¥/{

permit valid during the hours ‘of 1:00.PM -~ 6:00 PM, March

20, 1965, for Organization for Better Government in
,Alabama to stage a parade from Crampton Ball Park parking

lot to the western most boundary of Lee Street, wh1ch is
the front of the United States Post Offlce

On March 20, 1965 at 1:30 PM, a group of white
people known as the Organlzation for Better Government in
Alabama commenced a march from the Crampton Ball Park area
to the Post Oftice Building, Montgomery, Alabama. Police
on the scene estimated 200 individuals marched in an
orderly fashion to their destination, arriving 1:55 PM.

and carrying posters urging segre n. The group was
headed by FredyBrassell and RobertyMcCormick. A talk was

i

Y .
f T
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i

made to the group by McCormick. The group dlspersed at 2:30
PM at the request of leaders with ne incidents occurring.
No violence wag advecated,

3 Literature announcing a public meeting of the

American States Rights Parties, (a characterization of which

1s attached herete in the Appendiy, in the Civic Room of

the Whitley Hotel, Montgomery, Alabama, at 8 PM, March 20,

1965, was passed out to the crowd. The pamphlets stated

the meeting was being sponsored by the~Alabama States Rights
Parties, Post Office Box 8399 Ensley Station, Birmingham,

ATabama, and weulddal with with the proposed march of whites .
from Montg to Selma, Alasbama, on March 21, 1965, The Al
literaturgq {isted James.R. aniels as National Chgirmag/, fo~2
and Jett?tbutton‘as Informat ion Director?ﬁif?féﬁifﬁ;,?%&ﬁji;fwémﬂ

4ifq A confidential source, who has provided reliable
fmatio

: info n in the past, advised that on the night of
o fmﬁﬂﬁigh 20, 1965,t§33§g:ee19_6rand Dragon, State of Alabama,
f”}“?’ Unlted Klans of . America, Inc.,. Knights ef. the Ku.Klux Klan,
“'\.__ (United Klans), a characterization of which 1s attached

! hereto In the Appendix, have put out a call for klansmen
' in the States of Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, and
North Carolina to Jjoin a motorcade from Patterson Fleld,
Montgomery, Alabama, to Selma, Alabama, to leave Montgomery
at 2 p.m., March 21, 1965, According to this source, it
was belleved that the klansmen would not be armed and that
the motorcade would disperse in Selma, Alabama, and the klans-
men would take various routes home,

{Tates

Wy

This same source advised that a meeting of the
American States Rights Party was held on the night of
March 20, 1965, at the Whitley Hotel, Montgomery,Alabama.
States Rights Party Infermation Director, Jerry Dutton,
spoke at the meeting and indicated "the white people of
Alabama should not take this march lying down," referring
to the Negro march of demonstrators from Selma, Alabama, to
Montgomery, Alabama. Dutton stated that according to plans,
thelr march would leave Chester's Restaurant, Montgomery,
County, Alabama, & meeting place for the National States
Rights Party, a characterization of which is attached
hereto in the Appendix, at 10:00 a.m. on March 21,

~25=
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"'see him off" t¢o Selma buj/ indicated he
His intentions op”reaching Selma

A ' Al ber P Deshazo -
S 9:45 AM, March 21, 196 1t was observed that \
Gerald E}?gﬁtto and Albert Franc \Deshazo both of yifq Y
Atlantay Georgif depaﬁted from the center of Chester's—
Cafe, 3500 Moblle nghway, Montgomery, Alabama, with the

express purpose of wzlking to Selma, Alabama. Both were
dressed in white shirts, black brltches9 black shoes, ///

wearing armbands with "Thunderbolt'" insignia and carrying
bedrells. Their\expressed intention was walking to Selma,
Alabama in two days. Dutton was carryirg a sign inscribed
on one 51de, “The American States _Rights Party - Keep
America White", and en the other side inscribed "Race
Mixing is Communist™. Deshaze carried a sign inscribed

on one side, "Keep America White", and on. the other side

At 10: 30 AM, Colonel AL Lingo, Director, Alabama
Department of Public Safety, advised that the proposed
walk by Dutton and Deshazo was potentially extremely
dangerous, and he intended to have State Troopers warn
them against their walk and if they persisted; he would
have them arrested on charge of "disobeying an officer".

. At 11:05 AM, Bureau Agents observed Alabama
State Troopers stop and thereafter arrest Dutton and Deshazo
near Dannelly Field, Montgomery Municipal Airport, at a
point four miles from the beégipning of their walk. .Colonel
Lingo advised his men had warned Dutton and Deshazo to stop
the walk, but they insisted they were going to walk on to
Selma in spite of the warning.

They were arrested on the charge of "d1sobey1ng
an officer." :

Major W. L, Allen, Alabama Department of Public
Safety, Montgomery, Alabama, advised that the following

charges were placed against Gerald Dutton and Albert Deshazo:

26
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Attention - No"™,

+ Commission from Director Bobby Shelton, signed by F M

RE: REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,

MONTGOMERY COUNTY mem
VOTING DISCRIMINA‘I‘ION

1 Defacing a Confederate Flag;
2 Wearing para-military uniform resembling that of
' storm trooper;
3. VWalking on right side of highway where no side—
/walk provided; :
4 Refusing to obey orders of an officer controlling
rraf ic. . S, £

4 1 C g e e Y :
: It was observed that a/klan ‘motorcade led by “}*i
' aShelton, Imperizl Wizard, United Klans of America, "~
in ar #1, and Bob Creel, Grand Dragon of Alabama in Car
#2, consistlng of 240 people in 83 cars decorated with.
Confederate flags, departed Patterson Field, Madison Avenue,
Montgomery, Alabama, at 2:40 PM, March 21, 1965 Most of
the cars were occupied by family groups, well dressed. A
few 0ld cars were occupied by men dressed in overalls. Lead
cars were carrying signs such as "Voting Rights = Yes; Special
e A Man - J01n the Klan" "Your KKK Chief"

ﬁ-ﬂ7

: J. B, toner an attorney frOm Atlanta, Georgia who
presents himself at raclally incited areas, was present_in
the parade. . The present plam, according to sources, was for
the motorcade to disband in downtown Montgomery in the
vicinity of the court square

The 83-car motorcade of the United Klkns of America,
rather than disband in the court square at Montgomery, continued

on past the court square and in the same motorcade proceeded to

the City Limits of Prattv111e, Alabama, where members got. out
of_their cars. They took the Confederate flags off the-.cars
and disbanded completely, going away in different directions.
No speech was made at the disbanding spot. The entire group
was disbanded at 3:32 PM, March 21, 1965.

There were no civil rights demonstrations observed
in Montgomery, Alabama, on March 21, 1965.

At 11:55 AM March 21, 1965, Ira DeMent Attorney

for the City of Montgomery, telephonlcally advised that a
parade permit request was received by the Montgomery City

W £ lie e gk Ue Tz
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dated March 20, 1965, representing the Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan of America, Inc. The reason for the parade was listed
as "protest the order issued by the Federal Courts allowing

a five-day demonstration march from Selma, Alabama, to
Montgomery, Alabama, by the Negro demonstrators." DeMent
advised that the City Commission had on March 21, 1965,

issued a permit authorizing a parade beginning-at 2:00 PM.

Boundaries were set forth and a1l were ordered to
conduct themselves in an orderly manner, and no one in the
parade would be allowed to wear masks. The permit expired
at 6:00 PM, that date. From observation by Bureau Agents on -
March 21, 1965, this parade did not take place. o

During the morning hours. of March 22, 1965, no
demonstrations were observed in Montgomery, Alabama.

Five individuzalis left the Watts Street Baptist
Church;ﬂMontgomery, A bama;+33SOUPM;WMaréh”22??&965;fén*
route to Luke's Storp&, Hutchison and Jackson Streets, Mont-
gomery, Alabama, rrying posters to picket the store
because oﬁE“Ehgg_mgggey, the proprietor, was reportedly a
member of the Méntgomery County Sheriff's Office, mounted
posse. They arrived at 4:05 PM. There was police coverige
at the scene. ' . .

Fourteen individuals, four of whom were Negroes, -
departed the same church at approximately 4:00 PM en route )
to the St4te Capitq;htg;picketm Both groups were organized o Fe
by Wilkli S, ‘Students Non<Violent .Coordinating Committee,H;Im
who™did not participate in either of the demonstrations.

This latter group arrived at the State Capitol at 4:30 PM
and were met by State Troopers on the sidewalk in front of
the Capitol. Members of.- the Montgomery Police Department

‘were also at the scene led by Captain K. W. Jones. Alabama

State Troopers denied the group access to the sidewalks in

“front of the Capitol and the group commenced to march in a

circle in the street in front of the Capitol. At 4:45 PM,
six individuals of the group in front of the Capitol left
the area and moved to a nearby State Department of Public
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Safety Building. The remainder of the group in front of the
Capitol were then advised by Captain Jones that- they were
blocking traffic and were given two minutes to disperse. Two
additional members of the group then left and joined the
other group in front of the State Department of Public _
Safety Building. The group composed of six members then sat
in the street in front of the Capitol. At 4:50 PM these

six were placed under arrest by Captain Jones. Those
arrested entered the police van at the scene volunta¥rily
with no incidents involved, and no attempt was made fﬁ‘_;ge
arrest the group in front of the State Department of Public.
Safety Building. This group dispersed from the area at

- 5:20 PM with no arrests made and no incidents occurring.,

The group at Luke's Store dispersed voluntarilyﬂi&a

at 5:15 PM with no arrests made and no incidents occurring.
: . No demonstrations were observed during the
morning of March 23, 1965, "« ' =i ot

At 3:00 PM, March 23, 1965, twelve individuals
carrying posters left the srea of the Ben Moore Hotel,
Montgomery, Alabama, and marched to the State Capitol
Building, arriving at ap imately/.3:10:.PM. The group

Coordinating Committ€e, who did not participate in the
march. The group was met by State Troopers who denied
them access to the sidewalk in front of the Capitol.
Montgomery Police Department officers were also on the.
scepe. The group formed in an oval in the street in
front of the Capitol and commenced a picket march. .
Captain McGee, Montgomery Police Department, ordered the
group to disperse. All but one marched away and walked
over to the Alabama Department of Public Safety Building
located near the Capitol, where they remained for a brief
period of time. They then marched in the street completely
around the Capitol block and voluntarily left the area at
3:30 PM.

The lone picket remaining in the street in front
of the State Capitol Building was ordered to leave by
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Captain McGee but immediately lay down in the street. He
was placed under arrest at 3:18 PM by Captain McGee and was
bodily removed from the street by police officers and placed
in a police car and taken to Jail

At 5:30 PM, March 23, 1965 a "Youth Street
Meeting" commenced, belng held in front of the Montgomery
Improvement Association Building, Dorsey Street, Montgomery,
Alabama, which organization is cooperating with the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference Program in connection with
the march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery. The Montgomery
Police Department permitted the street to be blocked off
until 7:00 PM, March 23, 1965, at which time the meeting
was scheduled to disperse. Members of the Montgomery Police
Department were affording traffic supervision. The meeting
did disperse at 7:00 PM. .

Approximately 300 persons met at the Beulah
Baptist Church at. 8:00 PM,-March-23, 1965, for the: purpose
of creating enthusiasnm for the Selma—Montgomery march into
Montgomery March 24, 1965. The meeting concluded at 10:50
PM without 1ncident° . ' ‘ i

During the morning hours of March 24, 1965, there
were no organized demonstrations in Montgomery, Alabama.

At 2:55 PM, March 24, 1965, the Selma-Montgomery
marchers commenced entering the campsite located in the
rear of St. Jude Church, Montgomery, Alabama. The march
terminated at 3:14 PM, March 24, 1965. Plans for the.
night included speeches by Martin Luther King, singing and
entertainment by Bobby Darin, Dick Gregory, Harry Belafonte,
Peter, Paul and Mary, and others. As of 4:00 PM no incidents
had occurred. . _

Lo ~ P ';
A pa -a*’"ﬁ'é‘i‘-"m"i"t" was 1ssued March 24, 1965, to
Fre rassell; [Organization for Better. Government in :
Alabama, for parade from the Court Square to the State
Capitol, Montgomery, Alabama, commencing at 2:30 PM, March
24 1965 The parade actually commenced at 4:15 PM with
only nine participating, all white. The group was led by
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J. B. Stoner, an attorney, and Fred Brassell. A police
escort was on the scene. The group arrived at the State
Capitol at 4:35 PM. At approximately the same time five
pickets organized by Jessie Harrison, Students Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee, composed of three Negroes and two
whites, arrived at the State Capitol. Stoner and Brassell
made speeches to their group while the Students Non~Violent
Coordinating Committeg pickets marched in the street nearby.
The Students Non-Vipdent Coordinating Committee pickets
dispersed at 5:00 #M at the request of the Montgomery Police -

Alabama group dispersed at 5:10 PM with no arrests or
incidents occurring. ,

~ Department. ThefOrganizatiorn for Better Government in

‘ During the evening and the night of March 24, 1965,
approximately 10,00C individuals assembled at St. Jude
Complex, Alabama, for the program climaxing the Selma to

Montgomery, Alabama, march. The muddy condition and large

concentration of individuals and the influx of spectators
to the march created a considerable amount of confusion at
St. Jude Complex, however, the evening's program was rated
by the organizers as successful. _ '

During the early morning hours of March 25, 1965,
individuals who were camped in the field and parade parti-
cipants from Montgomery itself began to gather in little

- clusters and by march time the numbers” had grown to sub~

stantial proportions. At approximately 10:i0 AM, one hour

and ten minutes behind schedule, the marchers began to move out
onto~the parade route. It required one hour and 40 minutes

to pass a starting point and a head count tallied approxi-
mately 12,000 marchers.- '

, No unusual circumstances developed during the
preparations for the march except for ‘the interxruption by
the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office who served papers .
on Martin Luther King, Ralph Abernathy, John Robert Lewis,
and others, which arose out of civil suits filed in Dallas
County Court in Selma, Alabama. The suit was filed by the

City of Selma and the Selma Bus Lines.

31

™



RE: REGISTRARS OF VGTERS,
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, ALAB.AMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

Andrew Young furnished the following information
concern1ng the program to be held at the Capitol steps in
Montgomery following the arrival of the parade during the
afternoon of March .25, 1965

a : - 11:30 AM - Entertalnment

12:30 P - Presentation of Marchers. Introduction
of March Chairman by Andrew Young

12:40 PM -~ Remarks by the Reverend Ralph Abernathy
.5 12:45 PM - Invocation by Dr. Theodoi Giil jﬂiﬁﬁv
' 12:50 PM -~ Reading from Old Testament ' .
{ 12:55 PM - Reading from New Testgment /:;* —
1:00 PM - Greetings from Hose iiliams, QZ;ZL
' Dlrector : R S S e
'1:10 PM - Report from Tuscaloosa from Reverend‘

1:15 P¥ ~ Report from Marion‘from AlberE}Tﬁ;qér 7o Gl

i

; 1:20 PM % Report from Blrmlngham by Dr. Efedmh.f;[q
? Shuttleworth : ' ~

1:25 PM ~ Repert from Selma by Reverend Frederlck "
S/, Reese; Chairman, _Dallas Counfy VOters N

e

rmg

- “. ‘” e .: .
The World Looks at Alabama by Raln@'_@% o

Petltlon to Governor Wallace, Reverend
Andrew Young ™

1:40 PM

| 1:45 PM

Expression of Support Dr. A. Phillip L
7”nd01ph; American Federation of'Labor U

e B s o 4.4 8 PP AL & R T A e
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‘ Sleeping Car Porters; Rop”
e w0 vy National.Association. for th ¥ : ;
i ~ of .Colored Pegbple;# ; Wigame armer,” Congress 14 . I
! | ‘ of Racial Egqualijty? Joho]Lewis 73‘ e T

! . NQQfVlOlen"w “oordinating Commit P AN ' ,
AN ounq.-Nat,:.ogual Urban Lea,g;gi T

0 ' VoY brslda Jgp
! 2:30 PM - Address by R&verend Martﬁn Luther Klng
f Jr.

As the march proceeded at approximately 12:18 PM,
- pamphlets were dropped out of the windows of a building on
b Montgomery Street at Lee Street. The pamphlets contained
f a picture of Martin Luther King seated in what purports to
: be a classroom in a communist school. It actually depicts
i him attending class at Highlander Folk School at Mott Eagle.

The head of the march reached the square in front of
the Capitol at 12:407PM. " It was estimated~that™it’would take
approximately one. hour and 40 minutes for the remainder of
the marchers to assemble in the square before the program

i. could begin.

The march program in front of the State Capitol
commenced at 1:35 PM, ‘March 25, 1965, and lasted until
approximately 4:10 PM. The crowd disversed generally at the
conclusion in all directions at the request of Reverend ‘

/ BRbernathy, who served as master of .ceremonies.

. - Follow1ng the dispersal of the demonstrators upon
.completlon of the rally, the 20 delegates designated to
; " contact Governor George Wallace attempted to go to his
i office at the Capitol Building. ' They were denied access
to the premises by State Officers whe were assembled on
the steps and advised that it would be necessary for them
to have permissinn before they . could enter the Capitol
Building. The group departed the premises shortly after -
this; however, they were advised that they would be per-
mitted to enter the building, and they returned. Upon
arriving at the Governor's Office, thev weres informed that
the Governcr's Offlces were closed anc he would, not recezve
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