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March 24, 1971

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington D.C.

o
Dear Mr. Hoover, -

P

I received the enclosed appeal from "Common Cause" and request that (/

you advise if this organization is subversive in nature or is it worthy\ ?/?

of citizens support? Thank you. f;
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I received your letter of March 24th, with enclo-

U ‘ sures, and appreciate the interest which prompted you to contact
me.

With respect to your inquiry, the FBI is striclly an
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, nei-
ther makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret
that we cannot be of assistance to you. I am returning the material
you forwarded.
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NOTE: Based on available information, correspondent is not identifiable -
in Bufiles. His enclosures were advertisements for an organization named
Common Cause. John W. Gardner, the chairman of this organization, is
e the former Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare and former chairman
© Gamben—-~—  of the Urban Coalition. Based on the information in correspondent's
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' Dear Mr. Hoover: @/‘7 22 4P C&)U‘f? c—

I'm just a poor down-to-earth Republicari and this
doesn't sound like my cause one bit. More like another leftest
harang.

Since communists are always propogandizing under
a new name as fast as they are discovered, maybe you would like
to look into this one

Respectfully yours,
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What newspapers
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programs for reform,
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.. Making government

more responsive to
today’s needs

A SECOND AMERICAN REVOLUTION

will make yet another attempt to do
the first one set out to do 200

years ago.

The Graphic Herald
(Downers Grove, lil.)

have
that

Good i

.Common

ntentions are not enough to make a citizen’s

y effec.uve. Spme.such efforts, Gardner concedes,
been fumbling, inchoate, amateurish.” He hopes

Cause will be different because of the

The count
may be the work of citizens’ organization like John W.
Gardner’s Common Cause. O
(including a drive against the

ry is only beginning to see how valuable

n top of everythipg else

St. Louis Post-Dispaich

Congressional reform has become a particular ajm
of John Gardner’s Common Cause organization. Be-
sides attacking the seniority system, it is supporting

Schenectady Union-Star

COMMON CAUSE —

A CITIZEN'S LOBBY THAT'S WORKABLE "

All these groups operate on the premise that there is a
definable “public interest,” separate from the various
private interests, that deserves and needs to be repre-
sented in the lobbying process.

Gardner has already had

The Washington Post

Either we the people will find
ways of pulling together, or we
may well succeed in ripping
apart what is left of the nation’s
social and political fabric.,

Roanoke (Va.) Times

REVISE LOBBY INVESTIGATION PROCEDURES

Common Cause, a non-partisan citizens’ group
which serves as a Capitol Hill watchdog, believes the
Government Accounting Office should be given the
pPower to investigate lobby registrations and reports
and to make their findings public. This job is now
vested in patronage jobholders who are under political
presure to protect their bosses.

€ agree with the watchdog group that the law
should be strengthened to force all organizations with

a “substqntial purpose” to register and report financial
information.

Staten Island Advance

- SENIORITY REFORM :* +: i

__REGAIN. A VISION OF OUR COMMON;PURPYSE " <

It is concerned with the reordering of national
priorities and with new solutions for the problems
that beset this country. One of these is bringing the
Vietnam War to an end on a scheduled timetable,
Debatable, and debated, as the wisdom of that time-
table is, every word of this thoughtful statement of
John Gardner's deserves serious consideration by
every American, . ..

The Chattanooga Times )

When the regular structures
of party and government fail to
adapt to the country’s needs,
a force will develop from

the outside and either bend

or replace those structures.

The Miami Herald

Even chairmen tottering into senility or visibly failing
in health are protected by the solemn, senseless, inde-
fensible invocation of seniority. Only another Charles
Dickens could do justice to the many bizarre conse.
quences of this arrangement and the deaf, doddering,
cantankerous, prejudiced and irascible chairmen who
can be numbered among its beneficiaries and defenders.

The system cries out for reform. In testifying in
behalf of Common Cause, Mr. Gardner speaks for the
nation,

The New York Times

..+ - Many Americans want something different in
political pressure. They want direct attention to their
concerns, about race, poverty, pollution, drugs, crime,
all of which receive lip service from the two major
political parties, and not much else,

The people don’t have a lobby in Washington. Their
representatives, who should be their pressure agents,
default to special interests. Political parties pay more
attention to vote than to ideologies or goals,

We thus lose sight of our common purpose. Com-
mon Cause can only help us regain our vision,

Muscatine, lowa Journgl
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After spending the last 5 years in
Washington as Secretary of Health,
Education and Welfare and as Chair-
man of the Urban Coalition, John
Gardner is convinced that only an
aroused and organized citizenry can
revitalize “The System” and change
the nation’s disastrous course.

About Common Cause

By February 1971, less than 6 months after its
inception, over 100,000 concerned citizens had
become members of COMMON CAUSE. And the
membership grows by thousands every week! Hun-
dreds of newspapers across the country carry en-
couraging stories and editorials on the bold and
imaginative effort of Common Cause to bring about
a political renaissance in our time. Common
Cause’s vigorous stand against the out-dated and
paralyzing seniority system in Congress; its suit
against both major political parties for violating
federal campaign spending statutes; its stand on
war, poverty, civil rights, and many other pressing
issues of the day testify eloquently to the dedi-
cated cfforts of the staff and members of COM-
MON CAUSE. “Not a third party but a third force”
. . . that's the rallying cry of COMMON CAUSE.
The force is at work now influencing your coun-
try's crucial political processes. Join with your ac-
tive support, today.
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ALLEN, Joseph H, -
President
McGraw-Hill- Pubhcahons

ARENT, Albert E., €

ARONSON, Amold
'Secretary, Leadership
~ Conference on Civil Rights
BENSON, Mrs. Bruce B.
Presndent League of Women
Voters of ‘the United States
BERNAL, The Hon. Joseph J.
State Senator '
State of Texas
BOND, The Hon, Julin - -
State Representatm L
State of Georgia o
CHEEK, Dr. James €.
President
" Howard University -
CLARK, Or. Kenneth B.
Presmmt Metropolitan Applied
Research Center
EBERLE, W. D,
President
American Standard, Inc.
ETHERINGTON, Edwin D.
Old Lyme, Connecticut
FLEMMING, Dr. Arthur S.
President
Macalester College
GARCIE, Hector, P, M.D.
Corpus cnnstue Texas
GARDNER, John W,
Chairman, Common Cause
GREEN, Ernest
Director
Joint Apprenticeship Progmn
GUILFOYLE, The Most Reverend
George H.
Bishop, Diocese of Camden, N.J.
HARRIS, Mrs. Fred R.
President
Americans for Indian Opportunity
HATCHER, The Hon. Richard G.
Mayor of Gary, Indiana
HEIGHT, Miss Dorothy 1.
President, National Council
of Negro WOmen inc.
HEISKELL, Andrew
Chaxrmgn of the Board
, Ing,

HENDERSON, Dr. Vivian W,
President

Clark College

HERNANDEZ, Mrs, Aileen C.
Western Reguonal Director
National Committee Against
Discrimination in Housing

by C¢ Cause b

Arent, Fox Kintner, :‘Ilotkm & Kahn

Members of the Policy COunciI*

JOHNSON, Dr. Howard W.
President, IIIT

JORDAN, Yernon E., Jr.
Executive Director
United Negro College Fund, inc.

KEENAN, Joseph D. -

. International ecretary o
International Brotherhood

of Electrical Workers

LINDSAY, The Hon, John Y,
Mayor of New York City

MacNAUGHTON, Donald S.

Chairman & Chief Executive Officer
Prudential Insurance Co. of America

MEYERSON Professor Martin
Presiden!

umversnty of Pennsylvanis
ROUSE, James W,

President

The Rouse Company

RUSTIN, Bayard
Executive Director
A, Philip Randolph Institute

SANTIESTEVAN, Henry
Phoenix, Arizons

'S’HARFMQN Rabbi Solomon 1.
resid

Synagogue Council of America
SHEDD, Or. Mark R.
Superintendent of Schools
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
SPAULDING, Asa T.

Durham, North Carolina
STOKES The Hon. Carl B., Mayor
City of Cleveland Ohio

STONE, Martin

President

Monogram Industries, Inc.
SULLIVAN, David

President, "Service Employees
International Union

TATE, The Hon. James K. J., Mayor
City of Philadelphia

WEDEL, Mrs. Theodore 0.
President

National Council of Churches
WHEELER, John

President

Southern Regional Council
WOODCOCK, Leonard _

President

United Auto Workers

YOUNG, Andrew.J., Jr.

Executive Director

Community Relations Commission
Atlanta, Georgia

* The Polidy Councll will be expanded with provision for participation

—

Common Cause

2100 M Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20037,
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L Common Cause

ol

P.0. BOX 220, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20044 o>
——
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION M =

-

o omi 2

I want to do more. y check @ifludes an
additional contribution to €6k Cause
in the amount of ....

Yes, I would like to become an active member of
Common Cause. I understand that my annual dues of
$15.00* entitle me to receive the Common Cause news-
letter plus materia|. pertaining to special issues.

D Check enclosed. r'l Bill me.

O

o~ i
f e =)
b1 TG =2
. ey MY
[ Miss QbO o —;
[ Mr. ~ Of this amapa,
0 Mrs.

$2.00 is all
tq the cost o
T»‘« -y nqwsletter su iption

(10 issues per year).

| Mr. & Mrs.“"—

** Family Membership—
$15.00
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No Postage Necessary If Mailad in the United States
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P.0.BOX 220
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20044
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? Your letter, with enclosures, was received
on April 20th. I want to thank you for the interest prompt-
ing your bringing the material you forwarded to the attention
of the FBI.;
J - Sincerely yours,
Y S T,
C ! "_’ :. Ed&r vad

[l

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. She
encloses material sent to her by Common Cause. John W.
Gardner, Chairman of this organization, is the former
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare.
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LE3

April 23, 1971

FBI , N
Wash, D.C. (A 77 /.77 )

To Whom It May Concern,

We received this "propaganda' in our mail yesterday,
which I feel as an American, should be looked into. :

= Literature of this nature, I believe, is Communist - gf
F minded, and can certainly sway the mmds of our young American ’K_
- mmds-—at least, some of them. I think garbage like this should be

; prohibited from being sent through our mails.

e Your earliest investigation and concern in this matter
; will be greatly appreciated.

Thank You.

= ALL INFORMATION CORTAINED
e HEREH IS LRCLASSIFIED

DATE.Q-9-3% _ BYSERTT Jeal
o~ g — 163X

P.S. Where they obtained our accurate address, we'll never know!
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2100 M Street, N.W.

Washington,

ALL INFORMS

:‘ v v
Nn Cause
D.C. 20037

(202) 293-1530

JOHN W. GARDNER, Chairman
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MATION COMTAINED ™
HeRELY IS Gl
Dear Friend:

LASSEED
DATEQ-9-8b &
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me in forming a new, independent,
called Common Cause,
The response was asto

In September of 1970 I asked concerned Americ

GrsPsevriaal

ans to join
nonpartisan organization
nishing.
for the first year,

continue to pour in.

to help in the rebuilding of this nation.

We set a goal of 100,000 members
and we reached it in 23 weeks!

And members
I invite you to join Common Cause.

There is so much that needs to be done.

who are properly organized to do it.

We must bring about a drastic change i
We must renew our attack on poverty an
must keep at it until we build a new

We must demand more o
much more of our leaders.
institutions.

d discrimination.
America.

I trust you share my concern and m

We must act now.

There are so few
We must end the war now,
n national priorities.

And we

y deep sense of urgency.

f ourselves and much,
We must shake up and renew outworn

Common Cause is not

American life which will
all comers,

Common Cause offers you the opportunity.

a third party, but a third force in
uphold the publ
particularly the special int
our national life today.

Common Cau
dates; it will confine itself to iss

ic interest against
erests that dominate

se will not support candi-
ues.
Many people toda

—Pe changed, but they
E%hocked by the facts

hat to do.
P2 Common Cause will assist
of~ legislation designed to sol

Y recognize that national priorities must
don't know how to go about it,
of povert
housing, but they don't know w

Yy and pollution and ina

They are
dequate

You to speak and act in behalf
ve the nation's problems. We
are building a true "citizens' lobby" -- concerned not with
thé&: advancement of special inte
of “the nation.
befdre Congress.

sure to bear.

One of our aims is to re
The need is great.

rests but with the well-being
We will keep you up-to-date on crucial issues

We will suggest when and where to bring pres-

vitalize politics and government.

State governments are mostly feeble.

City

~
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government is archaic. The Congress of the United States is in
grave need of overhaul. The parties are not set up in’ such a
way' as to be responsive to the will of their members. We can
no longer accept such obsolescence.

Most parts of the system have grown so rigid that they
cannot respond to impending disaster. They are so ill-designed
for contemporary purposes that they waste taxpayers' money,
mangle good programs and frustrate every good man who enters
the system.

The solutions are not mysterious. Any capable city council-
man, state legislator, party official, or Member of Congress can
tell you highly practical Steps that might be taken tomorrow to
make the system more responsive. But there has been no active,
powerful, hard-hitting constituency to fight for such steps. We
now provide that kind of constituency. Join us in the fight.

Skeptics say "But you can't really change such things."
The Congress of the United States has changed in dramatic ways
since its founding. Why should we assume it has lost the capa-
city to change further?

The political parties have changed even more dramatically
since the birth of the Republic. They can change again.

I shall not attempt to list here all the issues with which
Common Cause is concerned. We believe there is great urgency
in ending the Vietnam War on a scheduled timetable. We believe
there must be a major reordering of national priorities. We
believe the problems of poverty and race must be among our first
concerns. We will call for new solutions in housing, employment,
education, health, consumer protection, environment, family plan-
ning, law enforcement and the administration of justice.

We are certain that none of those problems will be solved
unless we accomplish a revitalization of government at all levels.
Accordingly our first major battle was an attempt to modify the
archaic seniority system that prevents the U.S. Congress from
being a responsive instrument of government. Common Cause mem-
bers all over the country joined the battle -- and in January
Democrats and Republicans in the House of Representatives
voted the first real crack in the rigid system. Both Members
of Congress and journalists have credited Common Cause with a



large role in creating the climate of opinion that produced
that result. -

As a member you will be asked to help in identifying
priority issues. We have already sent out one referendum
asking members to tell us what they consider to be the crucial
issues. We will do so again periodically.

We do not expect every member to agree with every detail
of our agenda. But our governing board has learned that it is
possible to arrive at significant proposals that will be agreed
on by Americans of widely differing backgrounds.

We take the phrase "Common Cause" seriously. The things
that unite us as a people are more important than the things
that divide us. No particular interest group can prosper for
long if the nation is disintegrating. Every group must have
an overriding interest in the well-being of the whole society.
It follows that our agenda must be an agenda for all Americans --
for the poor, the comfortable and those in between, for old and
young, for black and white, for city dweller and farmer, for
men and women.,

Many of you who will receive this letter share my anger at
institutions and individuals that have behaved irresponsibly.
But, if we're going to focus our anger, a good place to begin
is with ourselves.

We have not behaved like a great people. We are not being
the people we set out to be. We have not lived by the values
we profess to honor.

America is not the nation it set out to be. And we will
never get back on course until we take some tough, realistic
steps to revitalize our institutions. That won't be easy or com-
fortable. 1Institutions don't enjoy the process of renewal. But
we had better get on with it.

In recent years we have seen altogether too much complacency,
narrow self-interest, meanness of mind and spirit, irrational
hatred and fear. But as I travel around the country, I see
something else. I see great remaining strength in this nation.

I see deeper reserves of devotion and community concern than are

being tapped by present leadership. I see many, many Americans



who would like to help rebuild this nation but don't know where
to beg%na :

I invite you to become a part of the rapidly growing member-
ship of Common Cause.

We cannot and should not depend on big contributors. The
money to support our work must come from the members themselves.

We therefore ask you to enclose a check for $15 with your
membership application. Or, if you prefer, we will bill you later
for that amount.

With a large and active membership we can begin to remake
America.

Sincerely yours,

CHR 4 S

John W. Gardner
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I received your letter and enclosure on April 29th,

With respect to your request, the FBI has no
authority to prevent any organization from mailing its literature;
however, your explanation of how the material in question came
into your possession will be made a matter of record in our files.

If you have not already done so, you may wish to write to the
officials of this organization and advise them you wish your name
removed from their mailing list. You may also congider contacting

J your local postmaster. Iam returning your enclosure.
-\ | Sincerely yours,
MAILED 6
KAY = A 197 v
o John Edgar Hoover
Director (/z(
Enclosure

Callahan
Casper
Conrad

chairman of thi

’L]

and Welfaré.‘

i

and 2 membership application 10

NOTE: Bufiles contain no C‘?@ord identifiable with correspondent. His
enclosure was a letter frou

ommon Cause which included advertisements
. John W, Gardner, the

§ organizatigh, is the former Secretary of Health, Education
dnd forimer'Chairman of Urban Coalition,

This organization

has been set up as a citizens' lobbying group with the aim of revitalizing
politics and Government by the use of citizen action to influence Congress,
The enclosed material is not being retained since it has been brought to our
attention in connection with similar inquiries.
! /
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o verlR
. T'have received your letter of April 27th, with
enclosure, and want to thank you for your generous remark
about the FBI and my direction of it. It is hoped that our
endeavors will continue to merit your confidence, o

With respect to your fnquiry about the "Com~
mon Cause, " the FBI {8 strictly an investigative agency of
the Federal Government and, as such, neither makes evalua«
tions nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of
any organization, publication or individual. ¥ regretI cannot
be of assistance to you in this regard.

Your concern {s understood and I can tell you
this Bureau conducts a considerable amount of investigation
regarding the activities of those individuals and organizations
seeking to undermine our basic freedoms and the internal
security of our country. We furnish the results of our inquire
fes to the Department of Justice which has the responsibility

for determining whether prosecution is warranted in these
matters,

: I am enclosing material that I trust will be of
help relating to some organizations which are involved in
fomenting much of the unrest in our Nation today.

vaE 0 1 Sh}cerely yours, o
T S MAY - £1971 J. Edgar Hoover A4 '\'}gﬂ"
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bubes A Study in Marxist Revolutionary Violence Ty gy
) Director's testimony 3/5/70 re extremist groups™ " ol 5}
- FBI Annual Report 1870 ¥ L _.\
e mi (3 ,)7/ SEE NOTE PAGE. TWO. |
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Mr. A. G. Lake

NOTE: Our files contain no record of correspondent. His enclosure was a
pamphlet regarding an organization, "Common Cause.'" John W. Gardner,
the chairman of this organization, is the former Secretary of Health,
Education and Welfare and former chairman of the Urban Coalition. Based
on the information in correspondent's enclosure , this organization is to
be set up as a citizens' lobbying group with the aim of vre vitalizing politics
and government by the use of citizen action to influence Congress.
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