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We must bring

urgér&cy.. 1 é must jf.:t mw, We must demand more of ourselves and
much mu@h mcxr@ of our leadexs. We must shake up and renew outworn

_ ; 3tion ¢ sign&d to solve the natmn meblems .
We are gomg fo build a true "cxti.zens lobby" -- concern ‘m with the
advancement of special interests but with the well-being the nation.

We will keep you up-to-date on crucial issues before Congress. We
will suggest when and where to bring pressure to bear.

One of our aims will be to revitalize politics and government. The
need is great. State governments are mostly feeble. City government is
archaic. The Congress of the United States is in grave need of overhaul,
The parties are virtually useless as mstruments of the popular will. We
can no longer accept such obsolescence.




be efiectwe.‘ We ask you to us iia mang it even more

_ I shall not attempt to list here all the issues with whzch Cemmon Cause
will be concerned. We believe there is great urgency in ending the Vietnam
War on a scheduled timetable. We believe there must be a major reordering
of national priorities. We believe the problems of poverty and race must be
among our first concerns. We will call for new solutions in housing,
employment, education, health, consumer protection, environment, family
planning, law enforcement and the administration of justice.

As our membership grows, we will ask members to help in identifying
priority issues,




; ,Manyv of you wh@ wﬂi rece:we this let‘-;er share my anger at
instiﬁﬁti@ns and. mdwiduals that have behaved irresponsibly. But, if

we're ng to ﬁecus wr anger, a goad place to begin is with ourselves.

We have not behaved hke a great people, We are not being the

people we set out to be. We have not lived by the values we profess
to hon@r : .

PR R TRV SUER SR SRR RS

: ﬁy or eomf;@r!;able. Institutions d@n't
wmwal. ﬁut we had better gét on with it, -

i

‘ ars we hav'e seen altmgether too much compla
narrow self-mt@ere’st, méanness of mind and spirit, irrational hat
and fear, But as I travel around the country, I see something else

i see great remaining strength in this nation. 1 see deeper reserves
of devotion and community concern than are being tapped by present

leadership. I see many, many Americans who would like to help re-
build this nation but don't know where to begin.,

I invite you to be among the first to join us in Common Cause.

We cannot and should not depend on big contributors. The money
to support our work must come from the members themselves.,

" We therefore ask you to enclose a check for $15 with your

membership application. Or, if you prefer, we will bill you later
for that amount,
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NOTE: CorreSpondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. "ﬁer enclosures are an
advertisement for the organization named Common Cause and a stamped, self-
addressed envelope. John W; Gardner, the Chairman of the Common Cause,

-is ‘the former Secretary of Health; Fducation and Welfare and the former Chair

‘mén of the Urban Coalition. This organization is set up as a citizens' lobbying
———group with the aim of revitalizing pohtlcs and government by the use of citizen

utilized for this re
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—__—action to influence (iongress. Correspondent's self—addresséd envelope is bein
Q, .




