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Honorable J, Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Deparitment of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20535
Dear Mr. Hoover:
I received and know that I am indebted to you for
having sent me the Uniform Crime Reports for the
year 1966, which I found most interesting and en-
lightening.
' I am grateful to you for awntinuing to think about
me and I should like to reiterate my very sincere
desire to be of assistance to you if ever you feecl
I can be of service to you in any capacity. 3 f
3 1
1 My kindest personal regards. H% ;

Sincerely and respectfully,

! aj‘t_é . —t—*—-@wt/ CE
i

SW/md Seypour{Weiss

AUG 11 1967



June 22, 1967
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_Honorable Seymour Welss ___
National American Bank Building
\0(9 New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

Dear Seymour:

Your letter of June 20th has been received,
and it is always a pleasure to hear from you. I very much
appreciate your kind sentiments and complimentary remarks

"y regarding my speech, "'Faith, Freedom and Law." Your
communication serves as a source of encouragement for
me.

Thank you for your generous offer to be of
assistance.

Sincerel
Edgal:__ Y

1 - New Orleans - Enclosure

T, ‘:"‘:“»

NOTE: Mr. Weiss is on the Special Correspondents’ List on a first-
pame basis. .
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Sej'mour Weiss
National American Banle Bmlclmg

New Orlcans, Lowsiana 70130 11

June 20, 1967

Fonorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20535

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I have just read the brilliant speech which you
delivered before the Regional Conference on Crime

Prevention of the Michigan State Bar at Rochester, q:)

Michigan, on June 8th, and on which I should like
to congratulate you.

I am sure that those who were fortunate enough to
be present were as much impressed with that which ﬁﬁ
you had to say as I wase. >

40 JUN 21 1967

The existing conditions, which you described, are El-
alarming and frightening and I consider the people

of America extremely fortunate in having you and >M<
your great organization protecting us against such

great odds, and I can only hope that the good Lord Li{
will continue to permit you to enjoy good health so
that you may continue to do the great work which you
have done and are doing for all of our people.

-

'Although I realize I am being terribly presumptuous,
if you ever feel I can be of assistance to you in
any capacity please do not hesitate to call on me.

My kindest personal regards.

?ﬂ»}*“”* Sincerely and respectfully,

il \._,

SW/mad Seyﬁ/Pr ﬁb sS
VIA AIR MAIL (55504 !}
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January 12, 1967
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Honorable Seymour Weiss
National American Bank Building

New (Urleans, Louisiana 70130

Dear Seymour:

I have received your letter of January 9th and
want to thank you for your thoughtfulness in writing and offer
of assistance. Your expression of confidence in my work and
kind sentiments are appreciated.

I am pleased to learn you found my summary
of our activities to be of interest and that your college is
going to provide a training academy for law enforcement oifi-
cers and firemen. It is my belief that the demands of modern
suciety have vastly broadened the scope and increased the
e complexities of law enforcement problems. The uitimate ful-

: fillment of these responsmihtles lies in the recruiting and
training of nien of character, imagination, intellect and a
strong sense of dedication to the public service. The failure
or success of law enforcement hinges on the available training
opportunities. I lock forward to the timie when all law enforce-

27 o] drma'nt agencies are operating on a truly professional basis.
X REE 'ak fll
V Sincerely,
JAN L 21367 Edar

! cONM. FBI
f\ﬂ UTE: Correspondent is on the Special Correspondents' List and is
knoxgm to: thé_" Director on a first-name basis.
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New Or]edns, Louisiana 70130 Mr, Gars
Mr. Rosen _
\/ My, Sulivan.

Mr. Tavyl .

Mr, Ty niter

|

—

January 9, 1967 Tele. Room.

Miss Hulmes. ____
Miss Gandy____
re———
__-u_.,._“—g'—"—"'—--___.

Honorabhle J. Edgar Hoover

United States Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D, C. 20535 "_

Deay Mr. Hoover:

I have just received'and thoroughly enjoyed read-
ing yourR:lease dated January 5th, and I appreciate
very much your having sent it to me,

As a citizen of our great country, I am grateful to
vou and your organization in the fine work you have
done and are doing in protecting the best interests
of our country, and I hope that the Good Lord will
continue to permit you to enjoy good health and
that the powers of our government officials will
continue to induce you to remain the head of the
great orszanization which you have built and are
responsible for.

Mr. Hoover, I thought you would be interested in N
learning that recently our government dcunated to

Delgado Vocational College, of which T have the honor

to be President, 20-1/2 acres of what was previously

Jackson Barracks, located in our City, and on which

Delgado will create what I think will be one of the

finest police and firemants academy in the country.

T am highly entliusiastic about the potentialities

of cur police acadeny and I shall keep you advised

fon our progress.

Although presumptuous on ny part, I hope if you ever
feel T can he of service to you in any capacity you

will not hesitate to call on me. C;:? =ﬁ32f3?7i’//

_Ny kindest personal regavds. _ﬁ.‘ Ty e

REC 67, Sincelely and respectfully,
T y

e
sw/md Seyriour §

1 eh8Frm oot meman

N

-
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August 23, 1966
wee 30
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Honorable Seymour Weiss (/f
National Anmerican Bank Bullding

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

Dear Seymour:

Your letter of August 16th has been
recelved, and I am glad to know of your interest in

oy statement concerning the 18ih National Convention
of the Communist Party, USA. The complimentary
remarks you expressed regarding my work mean
much to me, and I want to convey my appreciation.,
Thank you for your generous offer to be of service.

V¥ ith kind regards,
Sincerely,
Edgar
1 - New Orleans - Enclosure
J’ Nggrg:;f Mr. Weiss is
. R

) Pregident and Managing Director of The
seve‘[tﬁ%d“ﬁ’ewis? on the pecial Correspondents’ List ona
first-name basis.
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S(-_jmour -“C'I‘s‘-u

National American Bank ijclmg

New Orleax\s, Lowsiana 70130

August 16,

1966

Honorahle J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Justice Department Building
Washington, D, C,

ear

Mr,

ﬁfﬁta
g ’r'i -

- Toisonk”__

Mr DeLcach...

&{%{: “-
er'_'__"_.:

'\f[r Callahan

r. Conrad ..
Mr.
Mr. G
Mr. Rosen _ __
Mr. Sullivan..____
Mr. Tavel...____
Mr

Mr. Trotter, o )
Td&ng;ﬁéi
Miss Holrkes

Miss Gandy

I received and thoroughly appreciated your sending

me the Statement made by you te the Subcommittee to
Investigate the Administration of the Internal
Security Act and Other Internal Security Laws

concerning the 18th National Convention of the

Communist Party, which was held June 22-26,
It is undoubtedly the most enlightening and

frightening document I have ever read and,
{ course, I have a great appreciation for the fact

1966,

of

that you are so thoroughly familiar with the

and,as one who loves our country,
and all of the people of America owe you a debt
of gratitude, which we will never be akle to pay.

I feel that I

- Communist Party's activities in our great country

I regret very much that it has been such a long time

since I have had the pleasure of seeing you, but

look forward to seeing you in the near future.

the meantine,

to you in any capacity,

call on me.

In

if you ever feel T can be of assistance

My kindest personal regards,

SW/md

rwz e

4:9‘1""-1—‘ ‘-r

k&Wb

AUG -19 +566-

Sincerely and respectfully,

S

Se

our"

SN
8iss

. - 1_,,L_

N-;;,

rlease do not hesitate to
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July 28, 1964

B ég'ﬁwf /3

Lo Gifer T T S

Mr, 8eymour Weiss

President and Managing Director
The Roosevelt

New Orleana, Louislana 70140

F;A"lxa l

Dear Seymour:

I recelved your note of July 21st and want
"x to thank you for giving me the benefit of your observations
concerning the erime rate.

4
A

It was typically thoughtful of you to comment
as you did, and I deeply appreciate the best wishes you
extended., Your continued support over the years has always
meant a great deal to me.

With kind regards,

Sincerely,
WALLED 3 |
QQ.M,:‘;’;—FB! _ ~ M ::},- <
- '(@ # E s

i R

NOTE: Mr. Weiss is on the Special Correspondentstr}.i8t and is known

i to the Director on a first-name basis. by § ==
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» / Mr. Tolson

- v Mr. Belmont ___
¢ ; Mr: Mohr L2

’ Mr. Casper .____
Mr, Callahan..___
Mr. Conrad _._.

(DEEWEL Mr. Delinach =

AN n
Y = il. Livalnd o

NEw ORLEANS, LA. 70140 Mr. Gale .. _.___
Mr. Rosen .

EXECLTIVE OFFICES July 21, 1964 Mr. Suilivan
SEYMOUR WEISS Mr. Tavel..
PRESIGENT AND MANAG NG DIRLCTOR Mr

THE RGOSEVELT ~ HOTEL NEW ORLEANS

<
Ea*\

|

. Trotter ____.
Tele. Room..
Miss Holmes.____
Miss Gandy.

Honorable John Edgar Hoover e
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

United States Department of Justice

Washington, D, C, 20535

Dear Mr. Hoover:

You were very Kind to send me the uniform crime reports for
dian wemmwm -8 1007 vt b oA imn A T dretad e Ten e 1089
LT ycaj. UL J.UUO, WI.I.I.LH J. lcsl CL LU AUV IDT alC L1 IRIILCILLE,. 1LoUL
was a horrible year for crime and in the summary of your '63
report, in 1963 there was a 10% increase. Other statistics are

just as alarming.

Unfortunately, your great organization is restricted under
the law in participating in many instances where I am confident

you could and would be extremely helpful in solving many
ri

o ™Mo a
LA OLLLIC T,

Mr. Hoover, you have earned and deserve the magnificent L
reputation which you and your great organization enjoy and I

can only hope that the good Lord will permit you to continue

to enjoy good health so that you may carry on for many years

to come,

desire to be of service to vou at all
personal regards, Iam

With assurance oi

€ my
times and my kindest

{ -
e
; Sincerely and respectfully,
- . - KQ/IA O’./'?
1 O Vof wiasO ) T 1y
1 /l‘ VT Sy BN B O
| ~—-Seymour, Weiss. ?3'
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July 28, 1963
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#_M o

Mr, Seymour Weiss
Fresident and Managing Director
The Roosevelt

New Orleans 40, Louisiana

Dear Seymour:

144
NOOY INIOVIH-0,27¥
tJ. U S€ (i €2 Of

It was a pleasure to receive your

"
©

A lette
thank you for your very kind remarks. Your
continuing support means a great deal to all of

us in the FBI, and we sincerely hope our future

wWith kind regards,

Sincerel
dgar ¥,

NOTE: Mr. Weiss is on the Special Correspondents' L'st on a first-

, 72
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The
NEw ORLEANS 40, LA, \/ . Re
ExEC\,DFEFFICE5 Mr. Tavel e
SEYMOUR WEISS JUIY 16’ 1963 Mr. Trotter....__. -
PRESIDENT AND MANAGING DIRECTOR Tele. Room R

THE ROQSEVELT - HOTEL NEW ORLEANS -
Mis Himes .

Misz Gandy....

Honorable John Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

United States Department of Justice
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I received, thoroughly appreciated and enjoyed your report to
Attorney General Robert F, Kennedy and your report on the
FBI's role in the field of civil rights,

First, I should like to congratulate you on your report of ac-
|compllsnments to the Attorney General and my only comment
‘on your role in the field of civil rights is fully covered in the

last paragraph and, particularly, in the last four words, "without
apologies to anyone', with which I agree,

It is almost incredible that you can continue to operate your

important department without prejudice or partiality, You have ‘
earned and deserve the respect, admiration and gratitude of

everyone in our great country and I hope that the good Lord will
continue to bless you with good health so that you can serve our

great country for many years to come,

{1 sincerely hope if you ever feel I can be of assistance to you in
jany capacity, you will not hesitate to call on me and, with my

o L kindest personal regards, I am ] :
i o (B B0 7 /2

Sincerely and respectfully,

/ fft "140 \Bﬂ} 23 j’;’. 5 _/jv‘-/,’x -
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Details make perfection,
but perfection is no small thing . ..

s,

That's why nothing

was forgotten when

THE ROOSEVELT HOTEL
in New Orleans
planned its two-year
$3,018,132 program...

We've just redecorated and refurnished every guest
room, every suite, in our hote!, Nothing has been
omitted which could contribute to the comfort and
convenience of our guests.

s

LR TITE?Y,

L a4 & 2 4
—— e e o —

Everything is smartly new—except the spacious size
of our rooms and the high ceilings of a more gra-
cious era.

The decor of each room is soft and relaxing. All car-
peting, all drapes, are new and harmonize with new
furniture and fixtures. Every bed and mattress is
new; designed for luxurious comfort. TV and radio
facilities are in every room.

1w a  SYRyy
b/

We're proud of such things as a little light which
flashes on the phone if a message or "phone call
arrives when a guest is away from the room—remind-
ing hirm 1o call the desk.

To keep a step ahead, we've installed automatic
telephone facilities which provide unexcelled serv-
ice. Itis no longer necessary to go through the hotel
switchboard to call other rooms in our hotel, or to
make local or long distance calls. You just dial the
service you want, guickfy and conveniently.

Air-conditioning is individually controlled to provide
the “climate' desired.

Adding to the picture of completeness are The
Roosevelt’s four famous dining rooms—including
the popular Blue Room that features lilting dance
music and America's finest entertainers in floor
shows at dinner and supper hours.

To serve its 900 rooms with bath, The Roosevelt
maintains a staff of 1100 employees—probably the
highest ratio of personnel to rooms in America. This
is done to assure our traditionally superior service.

When making reservations for yourself, friends or
business acquaintances coming to New Orleans,
write, wire or phane The Roosevelt—located in the
heart of everything. Enjoy our traditionally fine
service. We welcome the opportunity to be your host.

We offer free garage for registered guests and have

family plan rates. 9
K L 't
[

g ey o

President and )
Managing Director

THE ROOSEVELT

PRIDE OF THE SOUTH
New Orleans 40, Louisiana
Tel: Area Code 504, 529-7111
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July 20 1962

éQ/ 55%&

Mr. Seymour W eisé /- / :
President and Managing Director ' f oy I
The Roosevelt -, m
New Orleans 40, Louisiana ,H/ o %
e

Dear Seymour: =
o

x

I have received your letter of the 16th and
appreciate the thought prompting you to write.

It was kind of you to comment as you did
regarding my appropriation testimony and the accomplish-
ments of the FBI during the last {iscal year. Your generous
expression of confidence i3 most encouraging, and you may
be sure my only desire is to continue as Director as long as
I can be of service to our country.

Thank you for your offer to be of assistance,
and I trust you will not hesitate to contact my associates or
me whenever we can be of any ald to you.

With every good wish, '

Sincerely,
Kdgar

{3 HdES & g2 or

NOTE: Mr. WVeiss is on the Special Correspondent’s List on a first-
name basis, |
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. i Mr Conrad
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ROOSEVELT M Bram —

Mr. Rosen._.
NeEw QORLEANS 40. LA. V Mr. Sullivan___ |
\

EXECUT'VE OFFICES Mr. Tavel ...
UR Mr. Trotter.___
SEYMOUR WEISS

PRESIDENT AND MANAGING DIRECTOR July 16, 1962 Tele. Room

THE ROOSEVELT ~ HOTEL NEW ORLEANS Miss Holmes._
Migz Gandy.

‘ TIJ.J : .

o

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
U. S, Department of Justice
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Mr. Hoover;

II received and appreciated very much your testimony before the House
Sub Committee on Appropriation and I should like to add my congratu-

; latlons to the many I know you have received on the outstanding accom-

' plishments of your great Department for the year ending June 30, 1962. .
e I feel that the entire population of our great country owes you and your , E
e fine Department a debt of gratitude which we shall never be able to

pay and I can only hope that your health will permit you to continue to
serve our country for many, many more years and, although I realize

‘ that I am presumptuous in offering to be of assistance to you, I hope

¥

i

if you ever feel I can be of service to you in any capacity, you will not
hesitate to call on me,

My kindest personal regards.
Respecifully and sincerely,

l_. M_Nq;_/‘_,&_/'?/

Seymour T Weiss,

L -~ _
’ &ég -‘534)&7"// \
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4 T
/ . Mr. Seymour Weiss S =
YA President and Managing Director ] 1 =
' ' The Roosevelt . D Z
\ New Orleans 40, Louisiana =
— o
Dear Seymour: §
. Your letter of May 81, 1961, has been received,
BN and I want you to know that your comments regarding my recent
- article in 'Reader's Digest' are a source of great encourage-
ment to me. The example you cited, I believe, is an excellent
{llustration of the need for organized recreational activities as
a deterrent to youthful criminality.
I do want to express my thanks for your kind
sentiments. Your offer of hospitality and desire to be of service
are most thoughtful, and I hope that at some future time it will
be possible for me to visit your city.
Sincerely,
] Edgar
Q NOTE: Mr. Weiss is on the Special Correspondents' List on a first-name
_ : basis.
& e ooy o/ LE b
gl i BRI IE Y AR
’ v 1 Tolson .
e ]az::f’m —— ;) ) o o -); A,
Cotlon KECD -“"“‘C“'f*‘%ﬂ L e b
D054 - e o JARMLTD 30 e
ﬁﬂ%‘gpm L 51 / ’ . AL.‘_,‘\
Hosen £ S SR #
S — PPN COMM-EEI
e — CJH:pak (3) y 1. =itz

Tele. Rocm

Ingram \ )
Gandy ~ waroom [ ] TELETYPE UNIT 1] OL{
4




e

RODSEVELT

NEw ORLEANS 20, LA.

Mr Mq! ne e

EXECUTIVE OFFICES Mr. R(‘S’\n R

SEYMOUR WEISS Mr. Sullivan.__
e /[ e T
THE RO - May 31, 1961 V Mr. Trodior . _

Tele. Ranr_,

Mr, Ingvam

Mits Gandy
Honorable John Edgar Hoover ————
% United States Department of Justice L R ﬂ ,s]k -
Federal Bureau of Investigation G \
Washington 25, D. C.

A - t——p—

Dear Mr, Hoover:

I have just read '""These Fighters Against Youth Crime Need Your
Help' which appeared in the April issue of the Readers Digest, and

on which I should like to congratulate you, and I can only hope that
your fine article will get the distribution it deserves, as I am confident
it will do a lot of good.

I think it would be interesting to you to know that a few years ago we
raised the money for a Catholic Church located in one of the poorest
and toughest neighborhoods in our city to build a gymnasium for the
boys in the surrounding neighborhood. I have recently learned through
our excellent Police Department that since the gymnasium has been
buiit, there has been less crime committed in that neighborhood than in
any other section of our city.

You are a great American Mr. Hoover, and I am particulariy proud of
the privilege of being able to call you my friend, and I sincerely hope
that some day you will accept my many invitations to come down and
visit our very interesting city. Nothing would please me more than to
have you as my guest.

In the meantime, if you ever feel I can be of assistance to you in any
capacity, please do not hesitate to call on me. - T

$ R G2 L

+

My kmdeft personal regards,

1561

AN Respectfully & Sinferely ,

JUN 5 1961
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CRIME FIGHTERS 3

N.Y. there was an 8o-percent de-
crease in youthful crime in that
neighborhood. Results like these can
be found in many of the 383 cities
where 575 Boys' Clubs of America
serve 600,000 lads.

The formula is simple. It consists
of a genuine, active adult interest in
youth; a deep respect and sympathy
for the individual boy and gitl, tem-
pered with rigid, tough-minded ad-
herence to the legal and moral
principles which are the corner-
stones of any decent society; and,
above all, an unwavering faith in
our youth, and Job-like patience in
helping every youngster realize the
best that is in him.

This formula has worked count-
less times. At the end of World
War 1I one neighborhood just west
of Chicago’s Loop was virtually an
armed camp, torn by bloody juve-
nile gang wars. The streets were not
safe for women, night or day; chil-
dren could not be sent to the grocery
store with cash,

For ten years various socia] agen-
cies tried to deal with these gangs
with little success. Then, in 1455, a
young Boys” Club extension worker
whom we shall call Richard West
began hanging about the pool halls
and candy stores where the domi-
nant, most victous gang met. For
months he studied the boys, listened
to them, tried to talk with them, It
wasn't easy. These boys came from
homes filled with fearful frictions.
Mosl had qu1t school. The gang was
their refuge {from the hostile world
around them.

Rebuffed and threatened time and
again, West doggedly shadowed the
gang. When members were arrested,
he would appear in court with them
and speak in their behalf. He made
the gang aware that arresting off-
cers and judges listened to him. He
was on call day and night for advice
and whatever help he could provide.

Finally, one by one, gang mem-
bers began coming to him with their
problems. They found he could ar-
range loans when there was serious
need —medical or dental problems,
lack of food in the home. West kept
watching, waiting for a display of
interest he could seize on as 2 foun-
dation for launching these young-
sters into productive lives. Then he
found it. Several times each week
they would wander to a nearby high
school to watch in absorbed silence
as an ROTC unit performed mili-
tary driil. Talking with the boys,
West found they had deep respect for
the kind of discipline which could
produce precision drill. Here was a
chance to get them active in a field
in which they could win what they
needed and wanted most desperate-
ly and had never had—adult sup-
port and praise.

From government surplus West
obtained Army uniforms. Combat
helmets were painted bright blue
and white. Drums and bugles were
provided. The boys learned fast. As
a gang this group had flourished
under iron discipline. Now the
same discipline drove them toward
perfection in miliiary drill. Interest
in gang feuds and hoodlumism
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“They held a knife at my throat
and threatened to kill my two little
children if 1 resisted,” one of the
women said. “We pleaded with
them, but they paid no attention.”

Convicted of rape and assault,
each of the five young thugs received
65-year sentences. The sentencing
judge recommended that the youths
never be paroled.

Tragically, similar acts of brutal
violence are perpetrated daily across
the country by rampaging teen-age
criminals. Blazing headlines of mur-
der, sadism and gang warfare toll
the depredations of youthful crim-
inals. An 18-year-old California art
student obtained money to purchase
books by robbing elderly people.
Known as the “mugger bandit,” he
committed six vicious attacks on
elderly victims which netted him
$70. Two of the victims, both elderly
men, subsequently died as the result
of the violent assaults. In describing
his actions, the youth commented,
“I picked on old men because they
could not fight back.”

Today youthful offenders account
for one hall of the burglary and
larceny arrests in this country and
nearly two thirds of the arrests for
automobile thefts. And their rate of
participation in more serious crimes
—assault, robbery, rape, murder—
is steadily rising.

I{ we are to continue living in a
free and decent society, we must do
much more than halt this trend; we
must reverse it. Preoccupied with
the pursuit of wealth and luxury,
we seem to have lost touch with cur

basic traditions —work, discipline,
duty, honor. But if this nation is to
survive, we must give our young-
sters more chance to know and re-
vere the spiritual concepts which are
the real sinews of greatness.

We can help them best by commit-
ting ourselves unreservedly to a bat-
tle that an all-too-small vanguard of
dedicated Americans has been fight-
ing for us for years—the professton-
al leaders and part-time volunteer
workers of such groups as the Boys’
Clubs of America, Girl Scouts and
Boy Scouts, YMCA and YWCA,
Police Athletic Leagues, and Cath-
olic, Protestant and Jewish youth
organizations. The results these
groups achieve continually reaffirm
my faith in the strength and appeal
of the American idea, and my con-
viction that American youth, if
given the opportunity, will eagerly
accept honorable challenge.

Here are some heartening exam-
ples:

During the cight years following
Waorld War II there was a 61-percent
increase in juvenile ¢rime in Louis-
ville, Ky. But during the same pe-
riod there was a 52-percent decrease
in one of Louisville’s poorest, tough-
est areas. No new industry moved
into this neighborhood to upgrade
incomes: there was no decrease in
the youth population; housing cen-
ditions were not improved. One
thing happened: a Boys’ Club was
established there.

Within five years after a Boys’
Club was organized in a delin-
quency-ridden area of Schenectady,
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faded. They concentrated on master-
ing the fast, tricky cadences of the
drill repertoire. Soon they were tak-
ing part in civic parades, performing
at sports events and on television.

Their success as a drill team fired
the imagination of rival gangs. Be-
fore long the drill teams in this
area included more than 400 young-
sters who had once belonged to 17
different gangs. A Boys’ Club was
built in the center of the area. Here
boys worked off excess energy in all
kinds of sports and discovered new
interests in handicrafts, science, pho-
tography and drama. Gang struc-
tures disintegrated. Boys' Club
workers stayed in close touch with
parents, kept pointing to the worth
and potentialities of their sons,
awakened parental enthusiasm for
thc bOyS.

As a result of concerted adult di-
rection and encouragement, many of
these boys returned to high school;
others found jobs and completed
their high-school requirements dur-
ing evenings in the Boys’ Club li-
brary.

Today this Boys’ Club thrives with
a membership of more than 1000.
This area, five years ago a spawning
ground for big-time crime, is now a
respectable neighborhood whose cit-
izens can walk the sirects unafraid,
with pride in their children and
hope for the future.

Some communities have done
much to combat youthful criminal-
ity through wholesome recreational
programs for their children. Great

progress 1s being made in areas
where men and women care enough
to do something about the problem.

Seven years ago, the vast Surrey
Lane area of St. Louis, Mo., faced

ane area of St. Louis, Mo. , face
with a growing juvenile-crime prob-
lem, did not have a single park or
community center., Parents and
youngsters of Surrey Lane went into
action. With great effort and hard
work they converted a tract of land,
once a_swamp, into a recreational
area covering 31 acres. They raised
money, cleared the land, built roads
and constructed recreational facili-
ties. And they did it as a family
project—father and son, mother
and daughter, young and old alike,
united in the common endeavor.
Today, with over 2000 youths par-
ticipating in recreational activities,
Surrey Lane's juvenile-crime rate is
practically nil. Last year, the Free-
doms Foundation at Valley Forge,
Pa., honored Surrey Lane with the
nation’s first-place award for a com-
munity program.

The Boy Scout movement, too,
has proved that when a worthy chal-
lenge is promoted among young-
sters, it takes. In one year the crime
rate in East Harlem was more than
double that of any other section of
New York City. Youthful gangs
kept the 64-square-block area in ter-
ror. Scouters moved in. First they
sold Scouting to the ruler of the
ruling gang, an 18-year-old whom
police suspected of organizing the
gang wars which racked the com-
munity. Soon that gang—r1r boys—
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was 2 Scout troop, dedicated to the
principle of helping people instead
of hurting them.

More than 150 police departments
in the United States now sponsor
Boy Scout units, with some police
officers serving as Scout leaders. We
i the FBI are proud of the fact that
nearly 50 percent of our FBI agents
are former Boy Scouts.

1o no instance have the Boys’
Clubs of America or Boy Scouts
designed “special programs” _for
dealing with problem boys. They
have succeeded simply by providing
adult friendship, guidance, worthy
challenge, a desire for the rewards
of disciplined living. Their achieve-
ments are a monbment to the in-
trinsic worth of our youngsters, and
a powerful lesson for us all

It is long past time that every onc
of us understood the deadly nature
of the sickness in our society and
went to work on the cure. Each one
of us must help turn back the tide
of moral laxity and public apathy
which threatens us. Our youth
movements have proved it can be
done. We must get interested in our
children again—in what they read,
see, hear and do.

And we must get tough with our-
selves. We must stop governing our
lives by expediency. Nothing is s¢
infectious as example. We must
measure our every act by the same
single, simple, stringent criterion
that made us a great nation: “Is 1t
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was a Scout troop, dedicated to the
principle of helping people instead
of hurting them.

More than 150 police departments
in the United States now sponsor
Boy Scout units, with some police
officers serving as Scout leaders. We
in the FBI are proud of the fact that
nearly 50 percent of our FBI agents
are former Boy Scouts.

In no instance have the Boys
Clubs of America or Boy Scouts
designed “special programs” for
dealing with problem boys. They
have succeeded simply by providing
adult friendship, guidance, worthy
challenge, a desire for the rewards
of disciplined living. Their achieve-
ments are a monument to the in-
trinsic worth of our youngsters, and
a powerful lesson for us all.

¥

It is long past time that every one
of us understood the deadly nature
of the sickness in our society and
went to work on the cure. Each one
of us must help turn back the ude
of moral laxity and public apathy
which threatens us. Qur youth
movements have proved it can be
done. We must get interested 1n our
children again—in what they read,
see, hear and do.

And we must get tough with our-
selves. We must stop governing our
lives by expediency. Nothing is so
infectious as example. We must
measure our every act by the same
single, simple, stringent criterion
that made us a great nation: “Is iz
right?”
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e NEw ORLEANS 40, LA.

EXECUTIVL OFFICES

SEYMOUR WEISS

FPRESIDENT AND MANAGING DIRECTQOR Decemb er 29’ 19 60

THE ROOSEVELT — HOTEL NEW ORLEANS

Dear Clyde:

I received and thoroughly appreciated your good wishes for the Holiday
Season, which you may be assured are heartily reciprocated.

It pleased me very much to know that you were thinking about me and
I hope if you ever feel I can be of assistance to you in any capacity, you
will not hesitate to call on me,

My kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,
Séymour; Weiss,
_,M T
Mr, Clyde Tolson 7
Apt. 1316 P /100
4000 Mass. Ave,, N. W. e
Washington 16, .D. C. ST e L
REC- 39  ~~me e moioow

SW:E 16 JAN 9 1861

5 ‘;} BT
62 JAN17 198 2



EXECVTIVE OCFFICES

IS A .5'5/
E;f?-/7L
ST L
w3 X
B ww

.y ~

.
]

o

GZE /Q)o;i sue[f

N E W CRLEANS 9, L oA

Jamary 7, 1949,

Mr, J. Edgar Hoover,

Federal Bureau of Investigation,
United States Department of Justice,
Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Mr, Hoover:

Today I received from our Chicago Representa-
+ives - Leonard Hicks Jr. & Assoclates - a copy
of your letter of December 9th with the Consol=
idated List of Orgenizations designated by the
Attorney General as within the purview of Execu=-
tive Order 9835,

This is imleed fine work - and we are a.lway\‘ QJn
anxious and willing to cooperate with our goyern=-
ment, ey

It may interest you to know that we were approached
by the American Committee for the Protection of
Foreign Born - but our facilities were exhausted =
and we were unable to grant their request.

Call us at anytime that we can be helpful,

“§1ncerely, 2
77 .
3oz T /.{//L-aw . _’j;""
56 '

_—g@ - )
eymour Weiss, 4
President & Managing Director L

THE ROOS%LT .

T T e
RB/ Jb. oy (& - \' }- kR 3 4 “ o }W\.‘;
‘{‘xﬁ » T RRITEE R I




[y 1

3 MB. ROSEN - DATEs a7

3 ¥ L. Price
Call- 4310 Pu

SUBJECT: FHEEMAN W. BURFORD

MISCELLANEOUS -~ INFORMATION CONCFRNING
_

_ SA Tem Jenking, Waskingien Division, telephonically
requasted a check of the Bureau indices on the above scaptioned individual

as woll as the East Bexas Refining Company, Rlaohard lLeche and m.M..wS?MWm«xu.

Jenkina advised that the Assistant USA in the District of Celumbia
was interested 1n this matter since he had received a lstter from the {84 at New

. Orleans indicating that Burford was involved in certain oil deals and was
believed to be now in custedy in the Distriet of Columbia,

index through Miss Gibson failed to reflect that Burford is presently wanted by
the Bureau.

A check of the Bureau files further indicated that there i8 no pending .
file on Burford although he is tne subject of two closed files, namely 62-51051
and 9-53L5, Other main files wera found on the other refersnces but did not
refleot that Burford is presently wanted by the Bureau,

This data was furnished te Agent Jenkins and satisfied his inquiry,

Nv T30 3“
rEcorpis| (o =2 == ”
e mﬂ mM ﬂu
EX-24 7 s 3

50058 " 1058
oo

A check of the fugliive °

WRIGINAL FILED IN
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OFFICE OF THE CIVIL ATTACHE ;

+
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA M’"' C/If\

I MEXICO CITY \ .
) ) Yareh 23, 1944 7“"‘3""’{{7%#/- /\/M Low
| B DTRT YT T Ty v rante T %[(/w*.ﬁ U

GNP S LR e = ot
- —

Director, FBI R
- e O/ o :9‘4*'*'\}
Be: SIVLOURTZISS Cho ,

Texleco Latin American llatters =

Dear Sir:

There are set forth herein the £ontents
of a memorandum supplied to me by SIS 357 reldtive .
to 2 conversation he had on February 13, 1944, in..
Kew Crleans, Louisiana, with SSYLCOUR 43153, who ),

AN is mell=ﬁno'n to the Bureau: VA ,
" on February 13, 1944, I had dinuer in o
I'ew CrIcans, Louisiana, with BIYLOUR 74133,
former rlrhthana man of HUAY LOLS ana owner , \

of the moosevelt Hotel, ana of whom 1 have
spoken before. Lr. ai;og told me that he
spent-sixteen months in the “Atlante Peni- '
tentlary, that the Varden was the toushest -

man ha had ever met, ana That all of the / CCL.

inmates would wmuch ore;er béinz in Alcatrhz. T
L.r. J}IJQ also told e that hlo friends, N
FRAITR IUJPHY and J. i Jhﬂ thJ:R Were his

r'uest:s at the “oogevelt iotel Just before

1
i

ne Wa s J.IlU..L(.J;SU.. i asred I r FRATR lI o

with politics, stalin~s that he left Touisi?

% {- BUTLA ROGVER could have heloea him, ana he : "
: ;E said no; that HUOVEA's hands were tled but ) ‘ J %
— ’ that the FBI did not investizgote his Caue.
-OE\ 1 A 4] 0s ot -
} s\ o . -mmh}} réx)Z"‘( ( ’4' |
DY Lr., "72IS3 said that his trouble yaﬁ'_m;i=';__4. [ ‘
caused by politics ana that he said that 2 J
he would never a~ain have anythin~ to' do N o ;
pnl: 6 L.'-'i i

DRY

]
2 % ana noi aluays & Tew days be;éfﬂ any klec-
x| N . —
;{h\ ticn so that he could not be 1uent111 d in i
AN any way uhatscever with nolities. Ilrf 2133 e “”J
Hﬁ§~ said that the wistazle he made was in “ring
3 to yrke VUMY I10I3's brother Governor zfter
o B FUY T0I3 ' s death. e szaild he aid not real-
e o

ize that the President of the United States,
who disliked HUJY very much, would taxe it

Pl

R Y "~ COPIES DESTROYEL 4,/
IR A 211 UGCT 23 19b4
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Direetor, FBI Page Two

'upon himself 1o personally have an investigzation

naae 01 wbulslana anid ali Or Jiva 5 10rImer poa=

itiesTl a@ssociates, but he szid Roosevelt defin-
iteryaidthis, qgg Throush FRANE IURPIY, ar-
ranzed to have the'f"f“l Just before the Govern-
or‘s election, which definitely put the jury on
the spot where they could render nothing but a
gailty verdict against the people who were being
tried.

Vr. JZI53 said he did only one thinz to try
to help his situation. He said he knew that if
the trizl came up before the election, he would
definitely be convicted due to the feeling of
the people in Iouisiana after the 1nve stigation

1 A - vy To on- Pt o " iy Oy
alild .Lllu.d-bbl.llcllh. e DG.J..U. LuIJ.G-h ILC UJ-J-CJ. CLL \‘.r_)U (I

to Senator JEHAELER, who at that time was very:

proéniment 1T the uenator would just go to FRAIE

LURPEY and have the trial postponed until after

the’ electlon. Lr, T3I33 said that ~enator

JHESTIGR refused to do this, statlug that Senator

JELALER sald that e expected to be a Presiden-

e tial candidate and he did not want in any way

if’fj to get mixed up in the Louisiana situation. lr.

o J21S3 also said that when EUSY LONG was alive,

- the TLouisiana political machine was the strong-
est you could possibly have, stating that every
office holder in the State had to belong to
HUSY ' s Uarty WH1los said that L4RL LG, BUEY's
brother who ran for the Fovernorsnip, had all
of EU=SY's bad treits and not one of hls ood
cres. Ur, JEIJ3 said that since nis return,
Peovle had been very nice to him, that his busi-
ress was boominz, aand that things vere coming
zlonz well. "

o Vs il

Very truly yours,

B BOOY LKL Bireh D. ('Neal
Civil Attaché

kit M < e

ﬁ
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-." FEDERAL BUREAU QF INVEST"“fTIbN .

apn g =fed 1oy

__!f&he Director - Records Section
— Mr. Tolson ____Persennel Files
— _Mr. Ladd —.Send File
—__Mr. Coffey w-—Bring file up-
—__Mr. Rosen to-date
—__Mr. Clegg ———Search, serial-
—Mr. Glavin ize, and route
___ Mr. Nichols ¥ % ¥

Mr.. Tracy
— Mr. Henden _

Mr. Pennington ____ Mechanical Section
—_ _Mr. Quinn Tamm * oo
——_Mr. Nease __Call me re this
—__Mr. Welch ____Note and return

Miss Gandy R - 1-T-0 1 -]

SECTION CHIEFS
PR
—._.Mr. Alden e delcMr. Mumford
—Mr, Buckley |ww.i s Nr. Strickland
——Mr. Burton Mz € Me. - Timm
e—Mr. Callan e
.. Mr. Carson !
..—Mr. Cunningham ‘"™ ¢
__Mr. Fitch 777

. _Miss Stalcup
N Mig
... Miss
....Miss

;
5 Conlon | .
!

James

[
T

Welch -

e ey
Lo T .

_Stamp -and mail

Stata Dept. File
———1Type |

Register &

[PV 34> 5 S B= 0 Z1 5 S L S

forw

srad
orwarc

wo—...Prepare tickler for
: 2. - _Call these files

s 2 Fileld

- —--.Place on record

" and return
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AUG 7-39
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\ ' FBI NEW ORLEANS 8—7-39. i2-52 Fk Wh
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R?Gﬁ
- Y LOVISIiANA STATE OFFIC1ALS INFURMATION CONCERNING. RICHARD W
%CHE, ,SEYMOUE_OEEEIISQBND FREFMANABURFORD, PRESIDENT EAST TEXAS

} REFINING COLPANY, iNDICThD BY FEDFRAL GHAND JUKY NEW ORLEANS TCGDAY

\,

INDICTLENT CHARGING DEFINDANTS WITh VICLATION OF THE COBNALLY ACT
- AND FRAUD AGAINST ThHe GUVIRENMERT, I THAT ThEY ILPAIR:ED THE o
( OPERATI OF TLE STATUTE. TEIS IIiDICTm]:I\IT ChARGES THAT IN NINETREN f
THIRTY SEVEL Th: DEFENDalTS RECEIVED ONE RUNDEED FURTY EIGnT THOUSARD

EIGhT EUNZRED DOLLARS, COF WEICH RaRTIN W IXKEY, EURFCRDo ATIOEKRLY,

A CONSPIRATOR BUT NOT 4 DEFINDANT, GOT FOURTEFN THOUsaALD FIGHT LUNDRED
=

N =
DOLLARS AND THAT WrISS GOT Thk REMAINLDER, WhRICH hLE EUALLY DIVIDED =
- e

WITH LECuE. THE SHECCHD INDICTMINT RETURNED TODARY CHRARGES WEISS WITh o
<
=
—
L}
~
&
L

FATLING TO MeK¥ INCOME TsX REIURL ON SEVENTY SIX THOUGARND ThREE

T

BUNTKRED DQLLARS INMNETrEN TLIRTYSIX, oND THaT ThE STATY SEVEN

ThOUSAKD FIVE HUNDRED hk PaID TC LECL:E WAS NOT PROPERTY DEDUCTHELE,
AS LECLE PRRFORNED NG 3ERVICE. 4 TEIRD INDICTLEFWNT RETURNED TODAY

CHARCES SEYMCUR VEISs #ND LOuIé{/ BSAGE WITH CONSPIRACY SINCE
NINETESN TEIRTYSIX, IN ThAT LES4GE INCLUDED T ‘mfmv}: Iy.muD T
REGORDEDR & ISDE ED ;2 -

DOLLARS TR bIo INCC.E TeX kAUl #:ICk $5GULD L»Ji. BidN- va ”Irﬁ Tu“um ﬂ’
‘ U DERAL BLD t e
OF CEYWOUR WEISs, Thls &ORFY LVILG BEIL hwuﬁlu) 1N cm‘l- crigp T |

ALl Ler Y

& ;rD‘t‘T!, wT Jl l\‘c__
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PAGE TWO o

THE ‘Si‘aLE OF THE BIEWVILLE bLOTEL FIXTURES. USA RENE VIOSCA ADVISED
Th.ulf ON AUGUST FOURTEENTE NINETREN THIRTYNILE TWENTYFIVE NAMES WILL
BE DRAWN FROL THE JURY BOX TO SUPPLELENT THE PRESENT FEITY JURY PANEL.
VI0SCa REQUESTED THASE »DDITIONAL PRRZONS, AFTER BREING DRAWN, BE

INVESTIGATED IN CONNECTION WITH THE PRESENT PETTY JURY

INVESTIGATION. IT IS REQUESTED ThAT Thb BUREAU ADVISE IF AUTHORIZED.

SACKETT | . }
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13208 Masonic Temple Bulidgag
New Orleans, Louisiana APPROPRIATE AGENCIES
May 22, 1939 AFD FIELD OFFICES .

_ . S ATTISFD BY ROUTING o/ ;/‘ ot
’ el o o : L ~T“ T SLIP(S) OF
S . o - D:,ILL,[LW

Mr. J. Pdger Hoover ' PERSONA AND-GCONFFRFNTTAL
Foederal Bureau of Invectigation. :
Washington, D, C, .

rd

Re/ Louisiena Poiitical Situation

Dear Mr. Hoover;

At the louisiann Peace Officers Association Convention in
Baton Rouge, loulsianm last week, I hud an excellsnt oprortunity £o
gingle with the State's peace officers whe, of course, &re ve 1n-
fluential factors in the Etate's politienl sitwation. Eorl B«X
presently risutenant-Governor of the State, wes very much in evidence,
and openly annowced his cendldscy for the governorship., I hed occuasion
to visit with Mr. LONG &% differsnt times during the Convention. He
impressed me as being about the "dumbest white men® I have ever talked

I i 3 . + A 4 ~h o
te, has very 1itt.le intetAinuuuc, o tect, and not Very nulni oonmmon

A

) - '/-

Bense. He haz un over-abhundance of confidence in himsell, speaks
sauthoritatively msbout matters he guite evidently knows nothing ubout

and generally mekes a very poor impression. He is quite siubborm, ego-
tisticai, &nd is the type of man who would pot iisten to resson or advice
Trom &ny Bsourdce.

-~

/

Aecording to the present trend of the political picture, it is
almost certuin that EARL "ONG will receive the Democretic nomination at .
the caucus of the party which will meet in several months to seiect a
cendidate, If he receivses that supprort ne is, of course, asswed of
election. The whole situation pnow hinges upon the actions of the Mayor
ROBERT S, MATSTRI of New Orleans, who appeszrs to hold the key to the
sltuation. If MNAESTRI supports LONG in the caucus, LONG will undoubted-
1y receive the nomination. MNayor MAESTRI econtrols the political situ-tion
in the City of New Orleens, and e large plurzlity in the city wow.d be
sufficient to overcome any possible plurality in the rest of the Stzte,
Tbe principal opponent of LONG for the governcrship cendidascy is State
Senator JAMES NCE of Monroe, louisisna, MOE is very populur throushout
fhn State with the exception of the City of New Orlesns. and 13 £n oriti-

LR TR O walTp vaad woiSuls, adlia 10 all cliga=

™

Trywh

-~ Y

administration man. The only other active cendidate for the State admin-
: ~i istration endorsement for Governor is WALE 0. MaRTIN, presently Ctzte
e Public Service Commission Chailrmen. MaRTIN is conceded not 40 have much

of a chence. MARTIN wes also present at the Psuace Officers Associstion

{onvention: however, he @digd nct take much of 8 vorti it thewffnirs Lor

VULRYCSII LAV, UVRCYUDL g MHE WaW [ S Lo i Lar -

was he invited tc make my speecies. RECCRD w
]
o &

R A e
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It can be plainly seen from the activities at the Peace Of-
ficers Convention that Superintendent GUERRE sand the State Police are
for the candidacy of FARI. J.ONG since everything on the program was go

 planned as to give EAR' IONG plenty of boosts and support. The general

sentiment of the peace offlcers in attendmence was not very favorable to
IONG personaliy,but most of them apparsntly bhave taken the attitude
that there is nothing which they can do about keeping LONG out and
therefore weuld just have to go along with him,

I received confidential ipnformation at the Convention that in
the event I10NG is endorsed by the Stzte Administration for Governor, EARL
CHRISTFINETRRY, who 1s presently Dirsctor of the Stute's Public Relations
Office 1n Weshington, will be & running mete of LUNG for the cffice of
Lieutenant-Governor., I spent ¢uite a bit of tine with baby CHRISTENBERRY

g{lc g a}so nrasent at thn nhnvnntiu“’ u.'nn 'hen'avrn ?nﬂuonc'l'lu f"h'(nnr"l\r

with him. CHRISTEABERRY i3 a very inteiligent, tactful, diplomatie and
likeable individual. Ee wsas privete secrstary to the late Senator HURY

P, 10NG for some time, is a very gocd student of Politics, ard is a level-
headed, eapsble young man. MR. CHRISTENBERRY iws about 35 yeurs of age,
Hias brother, HERBERT ¥, CERILTENELIRY, is the first Aesistant to the
Thited Stetes Attcrney, EBINE A, VIOSCA, at New Orlesns. The fset that
FARL CHEISTINEBIRRY will be Tieutenant-Governor in event FAKL iONG becomes
Lovernor is8 not Xnown, and this information was glven to me in confidence.
During my assocletion with EARL CHRISTENBERRY &t the Convention and my
genera! conversation with him, I came to the definite belief that Governor
RICHARD"W. THCHE 13 presertly in Washington for the purpose of endeavoring
to secure the appointment a8 United States Uistriet Judgze in New Orleans;
that he expects to secure this sppointment within the next month or six
weeks, and 1f so wiil retire from office =s Governor to enter vpon his
duties as Judge within the next two months. Upon this event teuking place,
BAR. [ONG will sutomatically become Governor of the Stzte end will be in
rosition to better further his candidacy for his reelection es Governor.

.‘\

M o wacrvmn o~ QEYRIATTL Wl"T"l" A3 A madr armtasw AmEns arny AP tha A4 el

441 BISINRD WL WAL lli\JUJ\ BlL s Gid ST Ghnuvar in [ flya ¥ Wi WILG Mg
cussions, MR. Wrlsd was not present at the Convention, and I received
no indieation that he 138 personally asctive irn politlcs in the Stszte. He

wndoubtedly, of ceourss, 18 active behind the scenes.

One of my newspaper friends, LUWARD HEBERT, City Editor of the
New Orleens Stat-s, in & general conversation hud some week & ugo,lnformed
me of the political situsation which coincided s2lmost ex&ctly with the
situvation as T found 1t =2t Bston Rouze, &nd a3 relcted sbove, HLBERT
told me that LAR. . ONG is extremely and rebidiy anti-Senitle and that
if he were elected Governor, the Jews In oulsizna wouid just aboul have

4
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to leave the State; that for this reeson, SEYMOUR WEISS end other promin-
ent Jews in New Orieans and throughout the State, are bitterly agzinst
LONG for the governorBhip end are doing evsrything in their power to
swing the sentiment away from LONG.

SAM GURVICH was vary much in evidence at the Peace Offigers
Convention. He hed his entire patrcl force et Batop Rouge, all dressed
up in blus-gray wniforms. He did a lot of hig wusual back-slapping and
bossting, and tried to stick his nose into everything that went on. Al
though 1 had seen him only twice before, he tried t¢ pretend he was very
intimately *riendliy with me, tried to hang around the same group of pecple
I happened to be with, and kopt referring to me as "my old friend Ed."

Y more or lesz igrored OAl end by ny actions end lebguage let him and
the others iuow that we were pct pals, and thet i3 pres3ance was iittle
short of & nuisance to me. GUEVICH made mo Btatements in my »resencs,
nor did any informuation reuch me thet Le made any statements or comments
in any way detrimental or dasrogrtory to the Bureau or =ny of its person-
nel, GURVICH, of course, seemed friendly with LONG and back-slapped him
88 much ag anyone else in atiendence,

There is n- juzstisn in ry mind but that ir EED 100G 15 ele-
vated to tha Governorship, he will uvnhesitatingiy and wilthout eny subter-
Tuge try to dominate the pasce officers in rouvisisna for his own purpozes.

I thought thet you should have the infoimetion relztive to the
whole situation as it zppssrs to me at this tine.

Very truly yours,

B: ®. SACKETT
BES:ALS 5pecial Agent in Charge

e
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Washington, D, C,

Director Mr. Quinn Famm.___
Federel Bureau of Invéstigation m&-@mﬂ%’m Tracy..
9/ Miga Gandy _._....___

Re: SEYMOUR WEISS

Dear Sir:

R ,
‘According to [recent)news dispatch in New Orleans, the
claim of the Federal Government against 00101161 SEYMOUR WEISS,
Mansger of the Roosevelt Hotel, for incame tax violation, has
been settled for epproximatsly $38,000.00. (You will recall thaﬁ
WEISS was formerly under indictment Yn this district) and the
charges were quashed, and the matter never came to trial.

kThe case againgt A...IISHIBHAN associate of WEISS, has
not as yet been disposed of and heari on his case are being
held in New Orlesns at the present time,)

& recens vs dispatch some information
relative to the history of WEISS, and his present business con~ ;
nections are set forth. You msy be interested to know in 1931
he became president and maneging director of the New Orleans
Roosevelt Corporation, and he is Vice-President of the corpo-
ration owning the Belmont-Flaza Hotel in New York City. He is8”
president of the Jacobs Candy Company of New Orleans, the New
Orleans Baseball Club, the Board of Commissioners, Port of New
Orlesns; the Commissioner of Fire and Police of New Orleans;
national treasurer of the Netional Rivers and Harbors (‘nng__r-en;

& member of the Rotary Club, Young Men's Business Club, and 1
several golf clubs.// -

e

T
il

The historical article relative to him which appeared #
in the New Orleans Item of Januery 15, 1939 1s enclosed for
your information.

Very truly yours,

£ I P
tJt}hi” ;« lw IR 7 /\-—/
. - :
ﬁiﬁ? LCOIRAL EUREAU OF BVESTIGATION Special Agent in c;harg,
: £5 25 193, ‘ 3\,,.
. FLB 18 1839 DEF‘I.?SSEI lﬁ? W
LS DR SSTCE o
oL s é



1 waiian records and prefers a sing.
|Ing guitar te any other instrument,

The opened with a Hawaiian band.)

tor making salads that require
iperfect dressings. ‘

the nation's best-dressed men.-

Jelerk in a shoe store in New Or-

- -

m:ttmcsmonc *

Golonel Weiss has probably brok-
all records for helug a& colonel,
€ has recalv'ﬁ ,nonomry title
z&?n addition ie
‘thnt, he ghrqi the ‘title -of
ranger by & governor of Texas. He
has the -unique Wistinétion of hav-
Ing served off the staffs of five
governors all st the same {ime.
‘His oufstanding childhood mem.
ory is a 160-mile train ride from
Bunkie, La; his birthplace, to Abbe-
wville, La, where his family moved
when he was about four years old.
The thrill of boarding a geal
‘and watching the scenery slide
Jer the first.time atlll lingers. ! 4
His greatest yeouthful ambition
As t0 work in s liverty stable. Liv.
" “stables ‘were then a center of.
tivity and he loved horses mo
uch that he gladly curried them
and hitched them up free of charge,
i1Bince he was & youth he haa al.
;ways managed to own horses.
-When he finds time to pread,
which he admits. is . seldom, he
reads histary. As a holel executive,
he has paid more atteniion te
music of the pgpular variety than
to literature. "He has always heen
partigl to Hawallan music:  con-
siders it the most soothing varjety.
He has a large collection of Ha-

{His penchant for Hawaifan musie
is reflacted by the Hawgillan RBlye

Room st Hotel Roosevelt, which

' Althoygh the cuisine at the hotel
he operates 15 widely regarded as

xcellent, Colonet Weiss does not
](fancy himself as a gourmet. He
fikes to eat 5o well that he might
"\t:tter be classed as & gourmand, or
possibly, he says, as & ghitton. If
Iie were to choose just one dish for
a steady diet, it would be chicken,
Fe loves chicken fried, baked,
stewed, fricaseed or any other way,
just so il's served with rice and
gravy. He is a fairly good e¢ook;
best at frying steaks, bacon or ham

He 1s rated by experts as one of
Colonel Weiss once worked as &

leans. If hls employer had not died
and the store gope out of business,
he bellsves he stlll might be a
pretty good shoe clerk. When the
store closed, he obtained a job at
the Grunewald hotel, now the
Rocsevelt, as manager of the hotei
urber shop; salary $25 per week.
After four months he resigned but
the hotel management felt he had
pessibilities; gave him new assign-
nients in various parts of the house.

'He became business promotion man-
ager; assistant manager and in 1929 i

Jhc became MANBREr. + woleie o

—cy
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He i8 firmly convinced that the
bregks in life are the ruling faotors
in success or Iailure. .

He believes the most essential
qualification f#r a successful hoiel
is & genujne love for people
' & constant desire to serve
He hagh't taken a drink of
in ica}ing liguor in the hotel since
] Le the business and deesn't
%' alldw employes of the Roosevelt o
idrink oo duty.

! His principal diversions are horse-
‘buck riding and god. He has
3 branched ints numercus givic and
business enternrises, buy he con-

{Biographical . Note: Colops!
Sevmour Weiss was born in Bum-
kie, La.. Sestember I3, 1896, and

" moved with kis familv to Abhe:

wille, Lu., when & small_hrjy." " He
received & brief fofmal education
before he Mok his fivst job as ¢
clerk in g store i Alexandria, La.
He kopt this job until 1917, when

be went in 88 orivy draining camp,

Wt ey
gidiers the hotel business his career.
His greatest ambition is to be a
successful hotel operator.

L

_/-G
" Roosevelt, becoming manager iIn

=

When he was dlschargyg fro;: the
army in 1918 he.gbioined & job in
a New Orlg s shog store. - The
sters eventially went out of bus-

inesg 41d he wewt to work for the
f‘{;’éruuewdd kotel, now the

1929 and vice-presidemt in 1930,
Im I931- ke became president and
maenaging director of the New Or-
leans Roosevelt Corp., a position
whick he 3till kolds,
president of the corporgion whick
owns the Belmont Plaza in New

#

He is vice-

e

York; president of the Jocok:
C'am{_v Company, New QOrleani
president of the New Orlea

Baseball club {whick ke conside

a purely eivic venture); preside
of the Bosrd of Commissioners.
Port_of New Orleawr; zommis-
sioner of fire and police of Neu
Orleans; mational treasyrer of the
Ncational Rivers and Harbors
Congresz; a member of the Re-
tary ¢lub, Young Men's Businesy
Cleb, Association of Commer
and of three golf clubs, Metai
Audubon and Wess End.

lives withy Mys, Wezu tat ¢
Roosevelt hotel.) #
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SAC, New Orlesans |
Bs: UNEKEOWM SUBJRECTI
Attenpt to Destroy Masy long
Mississippl River Bridge, 8-5-{2
T : SPECIAL OFFICER CKARIH L. WHITIXY, Informant
ey . | SAZOTAGE . o
?;—@-% "yt o ) M m’ E . _ ;‘:‘ '_ : :;: ‘ | 'T-"‘t . ,‘\v ‘1.
I o §

Refersnce is made to the report of Special Agent P. V.
i« Richardson dated August 12, 1942 at New Orleans, Louisiana in the
- _ above entitle case.

Your attention is directed to the fact that although this
mattar was brought %o the attention of the Bureau by teletype dated
fugust 6, 1942, the teletype was mot given as a referscce but was
mtnd in tha dataila of the r-n-!“ T sannnt undaratand -hv 5‘-_-51
mmmmummuqmuauhwmu

y Wmnmwtmmd;&mnﬁnm-m
S mnmwhmmmumfm shat although
ﬂ-wjuh ‘Involved i AMis iatter were not identified, tha facts
were pressnted to the United States Attorney for an Op!.nion relative
to prosscution, As you have besn previcusly imstructed, I do not desire
that *Unknown Subjects” cases be presented to a United Btam Attorney

for an vp&u“"m‘. relativs W prosstution, l-‘drmr’ & review of this re-

port fails %o disclose any evidencs which would warrant the United

mmamntmmwmmummbmmm

- Mlltif“
‘Mr. Tol son : 5

Nr. E. A Tamm_ "-, . htﬂnﬂm, ﬂlﬂutdmtthmtdmm Attorney

Mr. Clegz . pdvised that She imvestigation d#id not warrant prosscution and authorised
Mr. Glavin___ the clowing of the cass, I should be umnscessary for me to bave to point
Mr. 'Ladd_____nut tb,t the m dou ot have te obtaln the permission of the United
Mr. Nichols___States Attorney %0 close a case, ard it is obwious that Agent Richardson
Mr. Rosen discussed the matter with the United States Attorney so that he could

Mr. Tracy nb-it s closing report in this matter.

Mr. Carson_

Mr. Coffey “You are-instructed to discuss the shove comments with Agent

Mr. Hendon _'iiéhhx%a& ¥¢'3hat be may be guided accerdingly in the future.

é""'“' %

“‘——--—-»..

Mr. Kramer M A I L E D (‘ L
Mr. McGuire J : ); .l ‘ ,_tqtl‘l'l trnly, / }l \\\w /
Mr. Quino Tamrp OLr - R T .

L i vh b
Mr. Nease m "' .
Mies Gandy FEDE UREat f:; veer
U > Leearipent oy, John Bdzar Moover




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ﬁi‘;‘c’fiﬁwammn Now Orleang, La, P riEno. 98-2T5
REPORT MADE AT~ ~ BATE WKENAADE 4 rgriod rom REFONRT MADK BY
New orlem:; Las ﬁ’_g&‘xz P, V, RICHARDSON PVR: M
{rme  poyrowr omnyEORS, A n/ / : CHARACTER OF CASE
:ﬁ' T Eyﬁvsﬁof HUEY") 1L0¥G nsszssm: RIVER| SABOTAGE

FBRIDGE, 8-5-42;
| __munmmxunmu*mm INFORMANT .
C V- L
Bridge suthorities reported two men approached bridge carrying roll

SYNOPSIE OF FACTS: I

of tnsulated wire at 11:15 P M, 8-5~.42, Bubjects fled when called
to by guard, Investigation revealed no further evidence, Buresu
adviged by teletype danted 8-6-42, U,8.Attorney New Orleans declined

prosocution,
- 0=

This investigation is predicated upon information received
ITLEY, Public Belt Railway

,mj VY DETAILS:

: telephonically from 8peciel Officer CHAHLES L,
Co., Bew Orleans, at which time he advised B, J,[MONIER, a guard on the ¥West
bank of the Mississippl River at the Huey Long Bfidge had reported to him
rying & roll of insulated

Mwﬂz l‘ havring seen two young men approach the bhridge
¥ire,: Both the guard and Mr, VEITLEY hning been of tho opinion that these

;‘ﬁm“.ﬁﬁ.‘-“n persons were attempiing to dsstroy the bridge, Kr, VHITLEY thouvght
;ﬁvngcuury to ruport the matter to the Federal Burean of Investigation,

'“‘L‘,_ On Augut 6, 1942 Bpecial cBgent JoB, BOVKER and the writer oonducted)
~AE igvestigation at the point where the gumrd stated the men had Yeen seen
and ‘were unable to find any evidencs of an attempt having been made to place
:dymtie or other explos ives dnyvhere near the bridge, It weg noted that
confiderable undergrowth was to be found nesr the bridge at this point, which
made 1t ouy for the subjects to have fled and passed from the view of the

?"’Hnaen am

guard when he hai called to thea,

8 DESTROYED
@280 JaN 301 MR, CHAFLES L, WHITLEY, Special Officer of the Public Belt Railway
9@3., who 1s in charge of the guard force stationed on this dridge, was

' intervieved and stated that R, J, MONIEE, who had called in the original

complaint was considered a very good conscientious employee; that he had
worked approximately one year and had never missed a call from onme of his
f\ ligna.l boxes and had mever bosn late for work, lr. VHITLH advised thiy he

DO NOT WRITK IN THESE SPACES J,?
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had heard some rumor cencerning a young couple who had been seen in that
vicinity a~few days prior to the instant report and that he believed thig
couple had worksd for Mr, J, ¥, SMITH at Bridge Circle Inn, which is .
located on U,8, Highway 90 approximately 3/4 of a mile from the Mississippl
River on the west side,

SMITH was conta,cted and stated that a young man who gave his
name as B,{LE¥IS had appeared at his place and asked for employment and
had workéd at the Bridge Circle Inn for two nights and had been dismiseed
because he had come to work shabbily 4dressed and apparently 4id not have
sufficient clothes to work in such an establishment as he ran, He stated
the subject was spproximetely 22 yeers of age, 572" tall, weizhing about

150 Pm'n-u!n and that he claimed to ba from Parns. hntinz workad at a ﬂl‘[f"

near San Antonio apd that he was in New Orleans looking for olblonmt.

Mr, SMITH adviesd that the gubject did not eppear to be a person who would
be involved in an attempt to destroy the dridge and that he believed him

to be just an ordinary tramp, The writer contacted Mr, Re J. MONIZR at

1721 ¥, Bpoad Strest, who stated that he had worked at the bridge for
spproximately a year and that he considersd his position one of great
importance snd that he hed tried to carry on his dutles there as=efficiently

as possible and felt that any irregularity seen on his beat should be re.
nortad. Hs warifisd the estatements siwan 'hv lv- ¥ HIPLEY that he had saan

ped wErnkg L A WYL FRRRLIAY W A v was = sl veca

two unknown white men whom he described as in their early twenties, adbout
576" to 579" in height and stripped to the walst approach the bdridge at
11115 P X,, just as he was adout to make a call on one of the signal boxes
which 1s located approximately one-half mile from the river on the west
bank, MONIER stated that he hed placed his shot gun against the post

on which the signal box is located and wqs about to make his call when he
heard a noise in the bushes near him, He turned and saw the two men
standing in the edge of the weeds and bushes approximetely 35 feet from

him, He stated that he celled to them asking, *What are you doing therel”

and that both men fled, going in opposite directions into the woods, He
stated that he was afrald to fire on the two eubjects not knowing who
they were and thinking that they might live near by,

!hn Burean was sdviged by teletype dated 8-6-42 as follows:

'IHS‘UBS. ATTEMPT TO DESTRQY HURY P, LONG MISSISSIPPI RIVER BRIDGE,
FE¥ QELEANS, hl;h LUE;ESE FIFTH, FORTYTWO, SABOTAGE, AT WEE FIFTEEN PM
ATTA

ABAYR “Ai‘lﬂ MANTED AN BDTTVIR SETEN MA omsD SN "W T TN
L A FR/D LA Bi DALITE LRALEW LW DiWVE LW m. nm;avw

70 BX C IEG e | WIEE, ¥IN DESCRIBRD AS WHITE, IN EARLY TWINTIES,
ABOUT » YIXT & NINE INCHES TALL, STRIPPED TO THE WAIST, INVESTI-
GATIOR m DID HOT ANY ADDITIONAL INFOEMATION, REPORT FOLLOWS,™

e Uy

iho writer then contacted Mr, ROBERT AIKEN,General Superintendent
of the Huey P, Long Bridge to discuse the metter with him and Mr, AIKEN
adrissd that he did rot think the matter justified an investigation and that
he had told Mr, WHITLEY he believed it would have been unnecessary to czll
the Bureau dgents on a case of such non-specific naiure, He added,however,
that he deeply appreciated any assistance which the Federal Bureau of
Investigation might give him and that he certainly would call the New 3

-2
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Orleans Office at any time & report by one of the guards justified
& complete investigation, He further advigsed thet although he con-
sidered MONIER a very good guard, he 4id think be was rather
embitious and perhaps a little too hasty to make reports such as
he had ocalled in,

On 8-.11-42 the facts of this case were presented to the U,8, f
Attorney EERBERT W, CHRISTERBERRY, who advised that the investigation| |
did not warrant prosecution and anthorized that the case be clmed,

- CLOS¥D -
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' TO.DESTROY HUEY Pe-LONG u:ssxssxrpz RIVER

UISIANA., AUGUST FIFTH, FORTYTWO. SABOTAGE.
AT ELEVEN F1 PM KB DATE, GUARD R. J» HONIER AT BRIDGE TRIED
TO0 STOP TWO
Salrris’ ré"mi VAT

"T0 BE CARRYING INSULATED WIRE, MEN DESCRIBED
£S5, ABOUT FIVE FEET SIX TO NINE INCHES TALL,
*1nyzsrxsarxou TODAY DID NOT REVEAL ANY - |

EPORT rou.m.
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