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“¢heered him ferventty—from both sides

quarterback of p foothall team—to mes-
his own apt description—directing a
bewildering succession of plays sgainst.
4 retreating, though formidable foe. A
tensely anxious throng of spectatol

JOf the grendstand. - w4 :
;' The pleture in Washington today, &
the halfway mark of the adminisiration,
has pot the wvivid coler of a football
woene. Even the glamor of the houey-
mocn has faded. The more prosaic pe- '
rlod seems to heve arrived when buy-
Ing bread and butter, and shoes for
the kids, 1s the chief concern in the
‘White House, even if it means that the -
hemofthefamﬂyhuthntvmrriad,
bill-paylng look aud has loet a ifttie
of the buoyant eonfidence that merked
the beginning of the romance, i
. For the ftirst time in Washington
Fyou bear that “Roosevelt M .slipping”
_‘Wﬂnﬂzelashtwm:change

bhaa becoms apparent, You hear this

A RS TRl Yy

from congressmen, than whose ears
.thers are none &bser ‘to the ground.
“'You hear it from Republicans and Dem-
ocrats, alike. You hear it from con- F
servatives and from ltberals. You evén
hear it from newspaper correspondents,
with whom President Roosevelt has en-
Joyed—and still does—the greatest Pop-
ulariky. T .

At the same tlme It is clear, tap,
that the termination of the honeymoon
does not mean that the marriage won't
be s success and. that the principals
won’'t live happily ever riter. The most
eager gossips concede that Franklin may
make & good head of the family, after
all, if times get a Jittle bit better mnd
he gives up some of hls extravagance
and fancy ldeas. - :

“MOTHER-IN-LAW” PROBLEM

. Financig] difficuliiés, however, are not
the only troubles facing the ecouple.
Like all newlyweds, they have the
mother-in-law problem and, even more
recently, the dapper home-wrecker,
Congress, has threatened for some time
to take a hand In the Ressevelt affairs,
But who would have thought that Huey
Long would suddenly become the third,
corner in the triangle?

There 15 no 1égétluest:lo::x but that Louls-
fsna’s “Kingfish” Is the outstanding
topic in the capital today. Up to the
time of Gen. Hugh Johnson's attack o
him, he wes regarded throughout the
country a£ g clown and in ‘Washing-
ton as a madman. Overnight he be-
came & menace and a movement. He
Iz more fearedl than scorned, now, in
spite of the fect that Gen. Johnson's
-bitlng words gave courage to foes in
the Senate who previously had been too
timid to aftack Long. While eltizens
generally have 'applauded Johnson's '
cracking-down,
ton definitely feel that the net
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the Kingfish recently confied $o thet

wapsper Man sbout some ~Ctrrent’

placs. ‘Here jg_the sconversy @
. Buey—-T ¢aink I'll put the Lousianay.

Bewspapets w Goaily, - They havenis

-

peens falr to me.” : T

. M. X—How'ze you going to fo thih:
Wgfishs™ . . T TF

: “Huey—"Vell, 1 already e, my Logdi:

‘fiiature establish & tax of Wowﬁt

S 7 all sdvertising Uneage. T might

i

y ordinary ahoppthg news . ¥¢ ubuid
bave the best features in the country
Bnd comics and T guess the newspaper
'woultn't Iast Jong then. Qféip,ll , b,
Td put on news broadeas ) i ]
mim}'ta Trom my university’s radio ,?u-_
E . e - L. ! L
And he meant every Word of !ﬂ"«,
. STILL IN THE BALANCE . . .
" The-threat of the Kingfixh and the
old-time troublesomeness of Uongress
itself only wdd to elements
% Y complveteAtn{h of m:’noerw
“talnty 1 capital, * ] ~WAY
L-wt. of Theodore Roosevelt's Iirsy
serm there was no quesiion but that hia
wdministration was a success, Hall way
through Taft's administration theTe
was preity geperal agreement that ft
pwas 6 flop. y definite is the feel-
ing in Washington af present that you
ean't predict success or fallure any
more now than you could a year ago.
Has recovely sctuslly begun? The
l=.'ﬁfe‘lent says 8o, The publican
lender in the House says so. High'
government officials produce resms of
reports Lo indicate that 1t has On
dthﬁrohandnt;heumplmt:yotu;
who present equally positive .proo
et It 38 mowhere in sight, The ocon-

L%

pessimists contend that dven if
b turn. has come, Tecovery can't pos-,
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that lnﬂa,t!on will proceed nx! 3
in time to in the saddle
:335—.0,,,;’“5‘; for the fipal
erash which will wp
affair, .

E

1the flood of Iette

wing Roosevelt unpo -
Republicans will rgam control I

-+
!sthereeungﬂmtnomenlth"ﬁlp—
ping" due merely to the circumstance;
that his plans ere not working pesfectly’

or is there s change in the President
himseif? Americans have s habit of pat-
¥ng a winner on the buck mnd being

quick to turn thelr own backs on &
loser. The fact that the New Deal is not

‘Tar oscnrad sniasose e dn Jieall oesdaeb

il OOV Pubblon A5 A nal:.u Caimagil
to account for the change in tome in
rs which Inyndate
members of Oongress Their “support
the President” theme has lately given

way to a current of argumentativeness.
HSenators and representatives sre quick
to take this cue to speak their cwn
minds in- opposition to White House[
policies, and to venture the opinion that
the President is losing his grip.

Closs observers go one step beyond
this analysis In reporting s change in
_fhe man Roosevelt. What they find ls
hn.rdly more than “would be expected

_in any lender whose campsaigns wers

. erumbling on several fronia. They de-
! seribe him as not so buoyant as before,
' as warier and not so frank. He I hard- .

‘#r and firmer, both in manner and ac-
tion, ‘The first signs of irritation ;‘lnoL
appeared when he delivered his ﬁn‘n;;
‘legture st s recent press conIerenoe,.
chiding the correspondents for specu-

~.lating too much about the preaidentdl.l
“attitude toward affeirs which the’

Preaident said had not even come be- .

fors him f@]._' m_-ll-_iu... or slm'ln

reasons the phrase 15 current that
Roosevelt is slipping, yet the users of
the phrase scknowledge thet perhaps
he 1z slipping onto safer and more aolid

ground. .
Hae the New Desl gon

order fo promote recnver;r along old~
fashioned Hnes? ‘The uncertainty on
this topic does not seem to be 50 strong.
There may be inflation of the curreney
put there iz deflation throughout the
vast network of plans which formed the
New Deal, Retreat on all fronts is the’

erhoard in

workers in the NRA are just marking
time. The dizzy activity which made
the huge Commerce building & national
madhouse has completely subsided, The
stions of business men and sWarmae”

of lawyers and lobbylsts who raced

points of the compass. Ho many con-
Gessions are belng made to opponents
of NRA that it iz generally conceded
that by June 18, when it i3 scheduled

will be =0 ifttie left of it

P

"

Er W WENE i & reported i‘n“
Fond) htoggetmﬁrobltlsocm w
it # ¥he plan B &

L eompnmm gv‘:n the work-re-
¢ growa oy pder comsiiersity
_Jects that may never materialime.
"toady the famous pink slips for incogtie

b &

i 5
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b The modification of for re-
form la dramstized by the exodus from
ashington of t!u i rndicah.

| Hostesses deplore the

tiex. 80 brlghﬂy filied “gﬁ nﬂ! g
: volution.”  Gradually
: uus axb-Bru.ln t group bas become

disfllusloned on learning the of
pl‘oct!oal polities, Rather ha.n;hmh
¥ind of work which

‘the Capttol clty s no
personal scale of living. Washington's
mgmncent distances are becoming more
ificent and the splendor in which

e nation’s leaders are gulding ita des-

es is resching to heights beyond
ven Cacil DeMille's mndest coppep-

Th-mnfmtm.ﬁd.inm'hlch

i ——— e

*'Enrlfy Pennsylvania svenue would test
the powers of a eircus press agent to
deecribe. The regplendent edifice’ fn
which the department of justice holds
ocourt, for instance, has an  ugnder-

ShonnA oorace with fwoe st 1o Fao o a
BEVLLLG W GET Wikl LWD BLGLUS (O DRTIO

lef Its principal functionaries, each
stall designated "Mr. Hockshaw” or
“Mr, Doolittle,” W printed Eigns sueh
8 grace.all great executive desks, The
mtb' ls corridors extend to smich end-

ﬁuu involvad length that smninvas =ha
¥ TTiAg AL, LoV TALMEWY WG WD

mked there neatly s month now don't
dare leave their offices on interdepart-
pmental business for fear they can’t find
their way back. The lbrary makes the
Morgan library look Hke = Gornhill
bookaiall,
'rhe:ell!mrdlyanyevidenceintho
cloistered luxury of these couri yards
snd inlajd pillars that there the legal
brains of the country are catehing
[counterfelters or sending Kentucky dis-
ﬂleﬂ to malodorous'penitentiaries, But

‘wé had almost overlooked the Teception
foom 1o the able J. Edgar Hoover’s bu-
real of criminal investigation. Through
‘modernistic pillars we enter s high
!I.nlted Toom, with a hrilliact -color
e which  aluminum  pEftker,
ble, inlaid maple and other materi-
produca an ultra-ultra effect, Plush
""”'.'fm:"a‘}"%eﬁ"m o Tae) soumewhat o o
s0mew]
crimipal himself, Se'vera: Negroes
y hover imposingly in the vk:mlcy
g te mu.seum coscs upon which
{spotlights olsy. -

»k‘ / - wE o /:A #

. .
i e T A it

iy

R



:
et} ¥y

[ P

Tall neatly numbsred and Sar-

rounding them are gll the gune which
this public enemy and hizx pals sl
used—a small arsenal of aul

sawed off ghot guns and machine guna.

i
§ Pinally, down more marble Staircases
;| the visltor wanders, more bewlldered
than ever st the {ransaction of our .
1 ma: business, And perheps a MHitle

ty, too, he strolls to the nearest
ber for refreshment. Here he encounters

;}at last the strangest and most charmc-
;] veristic Washington custom of all. Tor

yo;m cmmdg:;k your cocktails in ‘Wash-
Ington open now, t they must
be mixed In oonceahnent.b"ltm,mahu-
establishments boast amali lstticed
booths, Into which the furtive har-

Jtender alinks to pour his ingredisnts,

The more plebjan places have bonilke
arrangements, behind which the bare

tender may perform his manipulations
i much as & sleight of hand artist woul@
Iproduce a gold fish bowl from & small

black box. And s0, you muse over your
secretively born Martini, is it any won-
der Washington is a daffy place, where
| most of the rea] business is doze be-
hind cloeed doors and the best that the

pick belng stuck in the glive?

disillusioned citizen can see i the footh.



Boom and Burlesque the Dominant Impressions
One Gei:s of Washington T°‘,'EY

Huey Long, a5 we see him pletured here in a few of his wide varlety of mlumuu the barlesque while the growing magnificence of the natio
'apital i partially revealsd by the above photographic anaiches of some of the new construction—the new. postoftice buliding and Postmaster Gen:
o Farley’s office, for instance. . - T * 2 .

I

””*
vy
# A A






.
By BAYID

. See W“ﬁf.ﬂmm
i, WASHINGTON March 9-Sa- b
ator Huey I.ongs Hea of Ulopls, m

(er,pla,lned in his apeech broadcast

tnver the radio, Jms mot hrou;ht&!

tingle angwer from his @e._gg,_
|16 the United States Sepnie, nor
‘has it drawn from his adversary,
Gen. Johnson, any oommnt. except
;hat the Loulshnn Senntor h Y
oke, , ..

But the m'miom nlf persom wh
listened to Huey Long prok lbly
didn’t think it was such a joke.
For he placed before the country
an srgument which, it it does not
J g0 unchallenged, will produce mdre
and more converts te his cause.

Bagically Huey Long i xiilt
when he says that President !I.ooao—
velt was the first to champion re-
distribution of wealth and that the
only difference between them i
that he, Huey Long, wantia to do
something sbout it and the Presi-
dent basn't kept his promiis,

The truth is that the only differ-
ence between Mr. Roosevelt and
AMr. Long is in the method and ex-
‘| tent of their plans to redistribute
wealth, And the further statement
{1may be made that both ate wrong,
-'because theoretically, redistribution

of wealth must be sgual and ocan
dplay no Tavorites. Huey Long
ould have a men retafn *{hree or
'our million dollars'” Mr., Rooge-
et has not said what his limits

R |
would be, though he bas sald

LAWRENCE

wﬂi“aoitr

ia m&. and lifs insuranck

woud be Feducsd to » Traction-
thelr original amoumt. . ‘

Many  public men have
around the couniry taiking i‘ﬁﬁi“w
redistributing wealth in utter dls-
regard of the fact that tha Congtis'
tytiop says property shall not be !
taken without due procésss, which
means that compengation must h}
made by the Government or some-
body. Confiscation by taxation hi
& violation of the Federal n.nd Bh.u
constitutions, .

The Huey Long ﬂm m!;ht
ter be called a plan to overthrow
the rights of property And the Con-

ahr b At et I Ra $afmlra dlha o
BLULVLELIVLL, SO L UG RLAED LD e

erx of property would stand mipine-
ly by whep =l thia ‘s happening
he in jugt forgetting a fittle Amer!-
can history in which, st Lexington
and Concord, a gallant band of pa-
triots fought » despatlc govern
Yment that once attempted to take
thalr property away by taxationm. |
All of this r‘eﬁret.;:. lcglotag
Huey long, with pedistribu
plan, really has in misd bringing
the United States alongside Soviet

Russia ax another !lﬂ'ﬂ!’l‘l’.‘ﬂf ax- |

‘| protits shiould be “‘fair,”” which im-
| plies that he wantas them regula
by the Government,

Col, Leonard Ayres of Cleveland
America's foremost statistl
] says that most claims abouit hos
. the Income is at pregeni divided are
1 fallacious., The usual ery is that 2
| per cent of the people own BO per
] cent of the wealth and get the sarbe
diviston in income. Hers 15 the
way Col. Ayres divided the 1828 in-

COme, HAdig tde IAosU rAvul-r-----—
year as the basigs: :

Tncoma Tol. Tac
P.C. } Reveivers, P.C

Tneorrm Tok. Inc.

. Recsivers, :
Richeet tenth....34.8 | Next tenfh., ... & +
Next tenth...... 18.1 | Next tenth..,...' 5.0
Next tenth......10.3 | Next tenthl...,.. £.2
Next tenth.,.... 8.8 ] Next tenth....h &8
Woxt tanth, ..., T.71 Poorest taﬂﬂl T 51

ext isnin,

Taking the date of the Depart-
ment of Commerce from 1929
Jthrough 1932, Col. Ayres ehows tbat
1029, for instance, th& aver

onthly earnings of all worke or

{ Yorporations wes $119. o
there had been an iutely
&uul redistribution of wages,

.“I.;amriea all bonuses =znd all ihe
shares o! proprietors the monthly

pemnentntion in tha
ll!a.

Ly

dulrlams tha vnaat nrognarond |
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' WASHINGTON.-—No appointment to & gaverni

& ROBERT .

body in years—possibly not even a new Cabinet—has ’
aroused such discussion, pressure asmd heati as a;eﬁ :
fion of the five appointees to the Stock Market Board.~ |
Advice on these appointments has been deluging the §
White House like the Christmas mail. At oze side of §
the de!? af times can be seen the hidden hand of Pre-
fTessor Moley, still a potent factor im .-
steering the President and on the
whole in favor of shackling Wall

et, -

On the other side are a multitode
of reactionary friends and influenc
constantly fioating trial balloons a
the names of supposed sure-fire ap- -
pointees to the Board. -

Among these have been: e

Thomas J. Watsom, president Ift-
ternational Business Machines, presi-
dent Tabulating Machine Company, .
chaigman Dayton Scale Company, dg-
rector International Business o '
chines, Limited, Business Machineg .. William G
Company of Delaware, International Bullitt.
Time Recording Company, Dictaphone Company,
Western Electric Instrument Coryor&tion. Chase - Na-
tional Bank. The Department of Justice bas taken
tion against the first named for violation of the Anti-
Trust Act . :

Sidney J. Weinberg, prominent in the firm of Gold-
man-Sachs, and an organizer of the speculative Shenan-
doah and Mue Ridge companies during the days of the P 3 ;.
Coolidge bull market. E i '

John M. Hancock, pastner of Lehman Broethers,
chairman of the Jewell Tea Comp director of Kelly- 3T
Springfield Tires, Kuppenheimer Clothes, Sears-Roe- ! -
buck, Long-Bell Lumber, Brunswick-Balke-Collender, 3IN ; 's
Kroger Grocery and Baking, Florsheim Shoes, Cluett, .
Peabody & Co., International Silver, y-Wigely, Od 4
American Stores, Cuneo Press, Amerk Investors,

Van Raalte Collars, A. Stein and Company, Van Camp |- —
Packing Co., Van Camp Milk Co., Van Camp Produets, -~
Helena Rubinstein Ine., Kimberly-Clark Cerp. -

That Roosevelt will select & man with these affilia-
tions seems doubtful, though th# lightning may strike
‘Ij{ancock, who is a close personal friend of the Preai-

ent.

But that he will
‘seems certain This .

TR “fa_:wg;rw.

ect one definite conservative
as indicated to Massachusetts’
Senator Walsh the er day, when Walsh heard that {,
the President pr ed to appoint Mayor Curley of Bos-
ton either to, Stock Market Board or the Wagner
Labor Boa
< This w, shock to Liberals.

Curle¥®™s a distinct conservative and Incidentally )

no politifal friend of Senator Walsh. N

i LOVING CUP | N
President Roosevelt has offered a silver loving cup .

as the prize to the winner of a unique international
—eratttlililny, race.

- - o R | LI



tarift bl]l ]
ber. afte:' 5 Bier

with pont:f‘cal solemmt,y. what a deﬁaﬁe and compl;-

cated thing
But not
echamber he o

om the Presid
msorbed to his favored tacfies Meme

ver. “Wo the o the liniing horm”{af the
u

“There is ne hocus-pocus about this taritf. 1 vube
for your o you vots for my sugar. Yhat's -
the way it’s done. ‘lt was the mpirit of the Scripture
that caused a man to give hiz brother a tariff, partie- }
needed Wiy brother’s vote to zet t

re&pucdr

had explained st grest lemgth, and |
. l.i,_.vﬁ?‘\‘.:.

ularly whea he ,,_9_,,__,
gfor himself= 9 me \'d*:‘an T
r‘ MERRY GOROUND Mr. Tolson }
| -, The Pfes:dentx m‘h nature on the Reclpmnl Taritf § ME. Clage
1" Act was hard} en German Ambassador Luther tage .
.. turned u étate Department to suggest a trade Mr. L owtoe ‘
dea!...Ol:rer 20 nationa,. most of them Latin-American, t e
have also put In bids for similar agreements...The o R
“platform™ framed by the Republican National Com- i R I YT ‘l
mittee at its recent Chicago confah was Iarﬁe’!ﬁstho ) / ! Mr. (v /!
work of Corona-Corona smoking Ogden L. _ P
' The former Secretary of the Treasury worked practleal- RS [
' 1y all of one night on the document and wrote almoat L Rt G -
A eve.ry line himself, ., When New Yerk newspapar% e, o RIS
1 “g&pq story that Sidney J. Weinbe ei A T
>u eonmde for the new Stack Market Bo. he rush
t © to the Cepital to see what his chances re ware, .. EeRLIT
#  Assuring evaryone that he really couldn’t afford te
{jg. take the job, he admitted that if the President insisied
kq' he wounld, of course, make the “sacrifice™...Jim
1 Landis, who probably will head the Stock Market
.* Board, ig the son of a Presbyterian Missionary, led his - L
£ . class at Princeton, was a pupil of Felix Frankfurter at o
| Harvard Law School and 1z one of the best bridge play- {
| @ ers in the capital,
;yaw ax ioos SEPITIERY 2934, . Tnlind). TARRE e -
h
- o
o
o &
~ ay’
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CONVENING MAY 9,

The Strange Case of
| LOUISIANA

. AND .

|
|
!

HUEY P. LONG |
-  BY o !
HARRY GAMBLE ”
New Orleans. | |
APRIL 20, 1932 i ,';'
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" Vacing the frightfol facts of
this. State’s political and fi nancw! ‘

.dren talk it

b

éon(htmn,\ls 3 stark’ necessity, of

we are hopelessly ruined.’ v
7 A virulent political pestﬂence'
seized Louisiana four. years ago.
Bombastic promises, bombastic

modes of campaign, bombastic ex-
aggeration of every evil, bombas-
tic cures for everything; bombast
generally caught on with the peo-

ple, and the King of Bombast, re-.

ceiving a minority of votes, traded
his way to Execuiive power. Bom-
bast was enthroned, and Bombasto

" was sworn in as Governor. There

followed the most dazzling era of
high pressure selling, collossal
waste and stealage, impudent mis-
representation, and scandalous self

praise; all combined with gran-.

diose and prodigal schemes of pub-
lic improvement, ever ‘seen OT

heard of in the Government of

any American s{ate.

Bombasto’s example of counter-
feit success, thus set up in high
place, backed by the exclusive and
unhampered personal control Of
more than a hundred and thirty

‘million doilars of Road Ffunds, "
poisoned the whole state, Its dis- -

integration of our business stand.
ards and pelitical morals may be
plainly seen and bravenly heard in
both public and private life. Chil-
The ovaving for
paved roads blinded the people to
all else and sinee a hired man Leg-
islature found it profitable not
prov1de any 1egal protectlun

Peid

" ghuffled like cards; and resort L

. wonder at it.. Bat sorrowful and
. shameful an the consequences are,

largest subtle and reqpectable cor-
waption fund ever _seen. in this na-
hon.(Wiﬁl no_relief fo be had
from : that Legulatum, ‘which the
Governor publicly boasted o'

bought like sacks of potatoes snd

the Courts useless Yor the want of .
protective laws; the people them- .
selves becatae alarmed, well know: =~ o'
jng that when these funds were .
gone no mdre would be forthcom-

ing. Inatead of co-operating b

kick ount the Punch and Judy show

that went under the name of the
Lonisiana Legislature, and to en-

force their nghba whole sections

and communities be¢ame rivals for

their legitimate share of the funds.

There being no way, readily pos-

gible at least, to get the money out

of the pocket of the kind of master
we had acquired, except by beg-
ging for it beggmg and eringing
prospered, and soon progressed
into an amazing political subser-
vience. Strangers to the Stabe

I firmly believe they would have
boen the same anywhere under
like conditions. Our people are .
not differefit from others. = Our
history contains multiplied proofs
of both their courage and sense.
Many mﬂuentlal elements prof-
itetf directly. Some were softened
indirectly by the ramifications of
business, More were quiet under H
the then prevalent delusion of : -

-

1#



'"Basho,—ﬁemﬁreatest Governor
the Pike.
Titical doctrives, L or
and st{aa!age no maiter anythmg,
to the thronging parade hell-bent

on hnnnm'lnw 'hgnnv hili"mnt!' up

gaso‘hne and prosperous pn bor—'-

rowed money. -« .-
All this was just Boml-asto’s
meat. Never had a hustling high-

pressure salesman such a rich and

promising field before.:

At a time when the State need- .
éd above all other times in- her’ ~

history, a prudent statesman for
& leader, she acquired &8 man with

| S
a oUgus

e cnmnae T

thc ﬂlloa ﬂlld [EELNN. YR Uf
"stock operator.

When the people required an
economical administrator,
snd cautious in the face of our
accumulated adversities, a punish-

ing Providence delivered us over

o~ to a foxy lunatic; energetic as a
‘famished wolf, and sleepless on
the job of devising ways te spend
money to give jobs to meguire
power o ge{ more money to give
more jobs to get more power, and
on and on in a vicious and ruindus
circle. . :

The unparalleled disasters of
the State, all striking together as
never before,—flood, drouth, and
the universal. financial collapse,
contributed to, his alluring but

preposterous argument of horrow-

ing abroad to build roads so as to
grow rich at home riding on them.
The people fell for it, and the en-
suing orgy of waste and extrava-

-

A

L

“and Builder that &vér ‘came down 1™
No matter how devious
- ‘%is ways; no matter his base po- ‘]
' degraded ‘

- gtandards; no matter. 259 waste -

sane .

- Communittes” prostmted them.-,.
selves at the feet of the poht;cal‘-
bully; couragéom and honest men -
dropped to ‘théir political knees, ,
and for eivie benefit suffered in-:
sults and . endured crack brained

'masbershlp, that otherwise . they
would have met with a horsewlup. E

PrannnBiew hom hoansdie- =« Py 1% P
HABCEILY H&3 uEllllie 80 Tednicsa

and unconcealed that the people,
n&twithstandmg their ‘own serry
part in the grand debacfe, have
now entirely Tost confidence in the
integrity of the Executive Admin-
istration. They scorn the Legisla-
ture, and 1ook with shocked sur-
prise on our Supreme Court itself.
The single and unrestrained con-
trel of $120,000,000.00  would
‘anywhere be “dangerous in the
-hands of any man, good or bad,
+ but when controlled by a man
of diseased mind and frenzied zc-
tivity, who regards ‘his fellow
citizens as.naught but fools and .
knaves to. be  exploited, it has’
proven ‘here in Louisiana disas-
trous beyond our present knowl.
edge to caltulate. .
Such is the plague’s deplorable
and destrnctwe work,—and what
with the daily beisterous flaunt-
erilg of its effects in the people’s
» . .




aneful effect; nf

. kunconcea‘leﬂ povitfeal &ebauc‘her;. :

or t’he crus“hing Burden’ of public

But gentlemen, it is riot your

W most présefng problem in the next

sixty days to provide a germici-
dal bath for foul smelling Lpuis-
fana business and politics, though
that may well be-one of the sur-
prising and unexpected inc)denm
of your session. When tinally and

roughly awakened to the raw and -

crude methods of their plucking
by revelations, which-in spite of

the slickest efforts, must be at.

least partially revealed during
your deliberations, the people may
become incensed. In their present
dangeroug mood, certainly they
will, if yon lay new, unexplained
and unjustified tax burdens on
them. [Itis a friendly and respect-
ful warning, gentlemen, that im
their present financial condition,
the people wil! not see the  con-
trolling memberg in this Legisle-
ture, as in the last, become the

“"hired men of the Hxeocutive: draw.-

2R2LRA INCN YL ul HDASTUWMYD, LiawS

ing hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in fraudulent salaries and
spurious commissiong for them-

selves, their relatives and para-‘.
When the Treasury was °

sites.
overflowing with borrowed cash,.
our citizenty was indifferent: but
the money has flitted,"and now it
is another story. Those happy and
golden days are in limbo. If any
under the precept and
practice of the Bombasto admin-
istration, bave acquired the idea
that public office is a private
snap; squash it. If any one of you
hopes that subserviency to Goyper-

P
o1 yoa,
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ed;—no ' ﬁut. don't
03! you, They ‘havent
dfscotrel‘ed’ just how dbd th
gostenors look and the my blast
* of heavy taxation has not yet had
& fair shof at them. In the ﬁrd:
30 days of your session, t‘hey_ mwi]]
get a pretty good reflection of the
thoroughness of the job which haé
been performed upon them; and
the shivering truth will burst on
their unprotected parts. ‘Then
* look out! Péople have been taken
fnr geesge hnfnrn

and turned out

to be sereaming birds of prey. Be
, 8Bure too, that the greedy pluckess
afe not yet satisfied. They never
know when to quit. They are
aiming to plack some more —
plenty more, for they have LTOWA
accustomed to the high level of
gilk pajama living. Their flesh,
once . indifferent to the rough
scrapmg of cotton drawers, now/
. crawls and shrinks from anything <
less than satin teddies. The boys
who used to wash only every Sat-
urday mght now daily receive
their guests, and transact business,
in scented bathrooms. High pow-
‘ered cars, luxurious spartments,
galatlal dwellings in swell neigh-
orhoods (bought on credit, so the
gulls ape- told) ; all these have
now become a pecessity. These
sweets must be had at any cost .
and at any risk. They are as sure
jet as they have always been that
"& few snatches of scripture, black-
guarding someone the pecple may
be supposed to be ddwn on, .ind

LA




d‘ﬂnﬂ 1" to whoop it up stronger.
""Quote more tcripture. Propose to

" ple will hope to

. Administration flourished wunder

. Wol 11; always vn!l, i
e simple ‘doctiine,  The. only

*divide up”. That win _Always

aatsh Fhia otrabrowee © W -
LA Wit SUlialio, mc, LIgUIo. 4

Set up as the modern Robin Hopd. *
So cqntrive that the plucked peo-
t at least 8
fifty-fifty split out of the 'new
plucking. Baut keep muom that
this fifty-fifty formula means s
horse to the pluckers, and a rab-
bit to the suckers. Also keep it
snug under the table that in the
wind-up the suckera will pay for
the horse.

Gentlemen, expect nothing new.
You will be cajoled, threatened,
and bullied, as of yore; and bribed
if pos{ible. The tribe that has
been brought in and trained un-
der Bombasto has no mind what-
ever to give up the easy picking
they have had for four years,
Their job has been s¢ soft and un-

resisted, that it' is inconceivable
fa them that tha iie’is nn. Sneh

to them that the jig'is up. Such
has been the history of Bosses and
Graftmg Rings everywhere and
in all times; from the days when
starving F);énch farmers were told
by their Bosses to eat hay, right
down to now. Boss Twebkd publie-
Iy boasted of his amazing power
over the millions in New York just
a little while before an outraged

people sent him to the pen"l:en-,\
hnrv The W'Inu'lrw Thno which

qont‘rol]ed a debauched Congress,
and near stained the, great name
of President Grant, faded away
behind the bars before they knew
it. The Ohio Gang of the Harding

the eye, and to the knowledge, of &
- (1

mcident of your present urgeni:

" Bombasto’s debts,
What are some of the outs nd-

R Bnoku? Vot fa hannd tx dama
g 1o « ¥ llﬁb 0y vvuuu VU Wi

- to Yight in sp:te of Slippery. Bo:_n- : ’

baste’s whole bag of tricks?
The following figures are taken
from the official reports of the

State Treasurer, and tBe astound-

ing totals show the millions of

_ Road Finds alone {rot consider-

-hearly $60,000,000.00 for
other purposes) which Bombastu
%as controlled without hindrahee,

and snant ae ha h‘nganr‘ Tt talkeas
anc speni as ne

no great intelhgence to see that

_this mighty sum has not gone into

‘road construgtion. - Sy
-, Highway Revenue
"Jan, 1, 1928 to Jan. 1, 1932 in-
clugive:-
$24,607,096.68—-Gasoline Taxes.
17,888,728.08— Aute License
’ taxes. e
- 285 904 91 — Chauffeur’s l-

rensSpes

$42,781,729.62—Total for” four

"> years.
' 6,982,966.44— Federal aid four
years,
$40,674,696.08 '

_business, provoke the earthquake,
But first and foremost it is your -
immediate concern to provide the o
, fevenue to fun the State and pay i




after hnnn:

| $54,159,236.68

frpm Jan. 1, 1928 (fiva months

nemra Bombasto took office i

. his administration had fivk months
- tnore to run. The figures showing
© tevepue frem  muolug chaufleurs
Ycenses, and gas .tax for five

" the new administration comes in
May, are not complete at this
time, but it is fair to say they will
- more than balance the five months

a2 . affiand

. _berore Bombasto toex” oliice;
hence they serve for honest con-

236.68 cash Road receipts in four

years, does not mclqde $66,000,-

000.00, further received from the

issuance and sale of Road bands,‘
which were:

821, 000,000.00—in 1929- 30, being

‘ . the first issue

S ) which Bombasto

o told wus -would

pave the State as

y per a map which

L he then issued.

How far he hum-

ple is seen by the
. additional am-
P ounts, of $45,

7
R

B
]

L=

_been lent to oth- -
Ser fynds to hide '

' Note that the a‘bbve flgures ai'e :

* May 1928) to Jan. 1, 1932, when

‘. inonths after Jan. 1, 1932, ti,ll'

sideration. This total of $54,459,-

bugged the peo-

. vaguely iilshed wut by thew}':ﬁgh-

- 'of speeches thie last winter that he -

way Departme
the last $15,000,000.00 of ‘Bonds

were sold, but 'in addition ta that, ;

$15,000,000.00)% this last $10,~

000,000.00 “being  yet’ unpan!.l'i

Hence it is deen that wpm. ks

been spent and setfléd is: | :

$54 459, 236 sﬁ.-from Gas, Li-

.7 cense and other

66 OOD,DOD M———From bond saleu..
Total—-

$120,459,286. ss ERE
Plus— . T o
10 000, 000 W—Estlmated uu-
,\ paut. .
$130,459, 239 as .
P

.Bombasto claimed in hundreds

built “paved” roads at '$25,000.00
per mile.~ (It was intended that
you believe that he meant con-
crete roads.) If so, he cdould have
built 5200 miles of “paved” roads:
enocugh to have built 20 “paved”

‘roads each over 250 miles in

length; covering the state like a
gndlron, AWhere are they? Farm.
er’s roads at half the price would
have been so plentiful as to give
every man a road in front of his

g!ife Where are they? But how

proiitless to ask such foolish ques-

Every ent ‘of ti‘id"‘ fisaps
“peared, plud an mpcertain fut’ther
- sum of about $10,000,000.00 [an

 reeently . When.

sources, above. "

/



" her Dhistory. .

of seven speec .
lonz an_theére ‘are any
‘Yoft in the telephone book

. Hgures right at ’han& _u %mo
" anything. - -

Wit
ESALLT
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a0

ealamities befalling Louisiana im
these four years are the worst in =

small state of medium “wealth, the
blowing in of over §130 000,000.-
00 of Road funds in 4 years with

so little visible result, is a matter

that should excite the liveliest
appfehension of the citizenry who

Comparatively "a ‘

-

have no choice but to live in this ~

Cindtn nud smow dha LIN
2LALT alla Ry Lné wiikl

Legislature slar over this and still

come forward and ask the people

for more taxes? We will aea.
One item alone will arouse

mrail
¥y il

b
wid

- every honest man’s curiosity. Du-

ring the only years in which we
have available figures for adja-
cent states, the yeara 1328-9-30,
it iz shown by the 1J. 8. Govern-
ment report that La. State High-

mro ey TMannwémnand P Tt

d=ad
way repardineliv eXpenaea

thogse 8 years $57,6566,894, 1
got $2,840,746.43 Federal aid. ~

Texas expended $110,672,039
and got $14,843,544. 11 Federal
aid.

Mississippl expended $15,623.-
509 and got $2,721,179.63 Fed-
eral aid.

in

and

‘Alabama expended $54,800,935

and got $4,982,286.00' Federal

aid.

Is Louisiana’s loss of thes‘e mil-
lions of Federal Aid becanse Fed-
eral Aid is granted only under
Federal supervision, demanding
economical expenditure, and sound
road construction. free from wast-
age and stealage? Any one who

e

-7

the still busy fihgérs éo
. to rifle every pocket.

In thls ohe matter’ a’lqmi 1t wall :

be’ seen, when all the' goverpment

figures can bé gotfen together,:.

that Bombasto is 3 210 009 000 00
losa.

that have passed iv—vif-'

Is there anytlnng left? The flrst

21 mjllion dollar bond issue {plus .
the §54,000,000.00 above referred

to) had not built the roadu and 4

brought prosperity as per Bom-
basto’s promise; but $68,000,000,-
00 more cei'tam’ly woula te again
promised. To be syre! The first
bottle had not curefd our alleged

eancer, consumption, and rheuma. .

foarnmed nlea

tism {good also £or colic, blind
staggers and botts in horses, sheep
and goats), it was admitted; but
certainly a few more bottles would
do the job, said the Medlcme Man,
So $68,000,000.00 was authorized, *
There has of that 3’68 000,000.00

been borrowed and 'haa disappear--

/ed $45,000,000.00, ag shown, leav-
ing 323 .000,000.00 which, Bom-
basto’s successor and former High-
way Commissioner, now {Governer,
may borrow-—if ¥e can find a
lender. Whether that $23,000,-
000.00 has already éen blown in,
and now exists in the form of pres-
ent debt, is a matter that may not
be truthfully known, depending on

whether yoff gentlemen of the

-
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So much fof the Road m:!ﬁbg‘:l
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Yinle _dnd. - ook
‘some money to do} and Eiﬁa woui&
ot meet with the approval of the

‘the vale of despair.

Would ‘take soine |

oiﬁcmls who have made awgir with

“ fhe money; a8 you will be' told.
«" The economical streak suddenly

“to be developed by the gentlemen

-, Who are responsible for spgndmg )
many
. inore mentioned below, will no

"these 130 ‘milions, ‘and
doubt surprise you. :
Now when weé drop down from

considering these scores of mil-
“Yons of Paad money, and take up

the other trifling millions spent
for general government, the state
House, the L. 8. 1J, Medical build-
ing, and other unnecessary monu-
ments to the Great Constructor,
we feel like we are dealing in
small ¢hange.” The old Carpetbag
debt of $11,000,000.00 hung over
this State like a pall for 5Q years
after Reconstruction. It crippled
us for two géﬁél.uuuu.u, TWE
thought under the then ecurrent

rem
Ui ou

{deas of our old fashioned Gover-’

nors and State financiers. The
people for that half cenfury had
no Bombasto to lead them out of
They just
languished along under their now

. obsolete system of buying what

they could afford, and paying as
they went. Without a Bombasts,
how could they know that the way
to make old debts look trifling is
to create abundant new ones.
Passing now to the general ex-
penses of State Government,
which have nothing te do with
Roads, we notice that the ‘total
appropriations for the Fugqua Ad-
ministration,
to the Appropriation Acts are
$20,120,927.60; for Bomlmsto’s

Administration, 1928-3’?‘? from
P e

1924-28, according’

But nh%r’you must
" {at least & 0¥
agme by what thimble _riggmg #

‘ '.,ncea‘!ed)j_ ' ”
the authority of the State Liquida-
tion Board, and the votes by mafl
of the Jast Legislature, there was
burrowed, (that was the magis)

and no revenue in sight to pay_$8,-
416,982.74, plus an overdralf,
(which is just soc much more bor-
rowing) of approximately $1,500,-
000.00, or a {otal of nearly $5,-
000,000.00.

000.00, you will be told that taxes
coming in will settle that. Within
a week after your Session begins
wnn wu“ find t‘n- nhuel'f‘!r\n o bha

&V Tries Liits O YO O

another flimflam. The revénue
coming in up fo June 30, 1932, Is
accounted for already. That which
may come in after that date has
always heretofore been deemed

the incoming administration.
In addition to thifg $5,000,000,-

Bombasto’s encouraging example
have run into debt, and this will
be riot less than $1,000,000.00
more; and may much exceed this
figure. All this will have to come
out in the wash, too; unless you
expect the people to pay off blind-
ly. And don’t expect it, gentle-
v, Men.

1L There iz no way for the Tegis.

lature to make up the money to
pay this Bombasto debt of $6,-
000,000.00 or more; except by

8 1 y

up to April 1, 1932“ now unnaiﬂ,‘ R

, As to this overdraft of §1, 500,--

available only for the expehse of -

00, many State institutions under




‘the Fedels

finding theze normal expénses

terrible fusa over it. Your job ot
inding tax revenues for these ud-
ual expenses is tough enough; the
toughest job any Legislature his
had in the last 30 years; but whan
you come to add to that outlay
further taxes to pay for the Bom-
basto era of prosperity and mir~
acle man administration there is
no fair and just man but will
sympathize with you. Sympathite
with you, that is, if you are hon-
est, intelligent, and courageocus
enough to bring to the people the
knowledge they are entitled to
have. If you do not; if you hiteh
up with Bombasto and his rem-
nant crew to hide out the facts,
and go off on another grand
spending spree behind clouds of
fraud and fog banks of bunk and
circus showmanship, then God pity
you, for man will not. .
The still further additional
$6,000,000.00 borrowed to build
the Capitol, it is true, will require
noe new iaxes to pay. That™ job
designed without competition, a
thing unheard of in public build-
ing construction, is provided for.
But don’t overlook the fact, while
heaving and straining to lay on
new taxes to pay Bombasto's
debts, that other governors from
Sanders to Fuqua could have built
a capitol likewise, but the taxes
which have been pledged to pay
for it was used by them for main-
tenance of other State institntions.

- Now you must tind new taxes for

that maintenance. That is to BRY,
correctly speaking, that $5,000,-
000.00 borrowed to build ‘t'he

‘

Governmsnt, yithoit‘
any Bombastos on their bucks, afe

' 8

#ﬂ o right handfly !'i
hard to raise. THey are making &

1

“fogtoh Monurment

the sufferings and the fortitude of

the breve little voloples fighting
Tor their liberty and s$mbolizes
the pure chiardetér of fheir great
leader. This Bombasto Mong-
ment will serve for the contempla-

tion and wirning of future Lou- -

isiana generations, and to remind
them of the strange tapse of their
normally
_who Tor four years fell down and
worshiped at the {eet of the Great
God Bunk, . -

But it would be ma counﬁng
the holes in a sponge to enumerate
to the end the deviots devices and
deficits of the Bombasto adminis-
tration. Much must be omitted.
Much of it is not yet known. It
depends on you how mach more
will be brought to Hght., A hun-
dred thousand dollars would be
Wwell spent to unearth the twisting
and turnings which have hidden
from the people the sappearance
of those millions; & hundred thous-
and dollars would be but & small
part of what would be saved fer
the future by shutting off present-
Iy planned operations’ by which
more millions of public money will
likewise disappear without a trace
and without a public beneﬁt.

II.

In our extremlty it is the duty
of any one to offer you & remedy
who can. ,

But none ofn offer any intelli-
gent cure for the condition, until
the full extent of the damage is
knoyfa. What are the legitimate,
what are the -illigitimate
ts? What are the gaps in the

intelligent = ancestors, .
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Vtoenact or uch "rie tixes
to lay on an ﬂreﬁy stooping peo-

A‘J;

.

. men who brought it in;

" ple, ualess you examine well Inte - "

" the éa.uses of our present unhappy 1 ¥
‘Jot. : The péople will not tolerate . § skt
'_ ?" strange and unusual levies, unless

" you folly convince ¢hem in' the
. most open way that thes¢ new

taxes are absoluiely necessary to
gupport the State’s institutions

" and preserve its credit.. There

must not be the slightest suspicion
that any part will go into pockets
of the old lackeys and electwn fix-
ers. ;

In our present hard ctrcumstan-

- cen, if you blindly and swiftly pre-

scribe medicine to cure ¢ dis-
esge; medicine offered by the very
in other
words if you vote for the “Admin-
istration” measures, hecause' you
are simple encugh to call yourself
“Administration” men, and not
becaunge you are intelligent and up-
standing Legislators,
knowing the facts; you will not

" win the people’s confidence. Con-
sider well, gentlemen! For Louis-
iana Governors and Louisiang Leg- .

" “islators the flush borrowing and

spending days have rolled by.

. Pay day is here; and here for
many years to come. The joy-rid-
ing and nest feathering was the
pleasure of the last Legislature,

and Bombasto’s contraceptive pub- -

lic boards.

Yours is the joyless job of pay-
ing for the ride you didn’t take.

The people won't and they
ought not, to pay new heavy tax-
es, however they may be disguised,
to settle the bills without know-
ing all about it. And I am no

~_and  fhirty mllﬁon doflsiy  can-
".open wide avennes, of falsehood

‘truth. The people didn’t Kknow

‘bent on

what was being done to them by
the Bombasto system of govern-

..ment. "They have been frequently, -
. told, 'tis true; byt even so, pub-
" Yie business is cbarzed by ita na-
" ture with con‘[:roversnl matt_er'

_ pecially when the Bombastes sre "
" uppermost. They get in their work . '

in the confusion raised by their
maltiplied falss countercharges.
The whaole answer the Bowbastos
make to' sny criticlsm is black-

guardism and a flood of figures
and statistice as ftruthful as a \
patent medicine testimonial. How !
‘can & bewildered people employed )
“in their own ‘hard task of making - - -
a living, stop to ferret out the -~

truth when claims and charges are
flying to and fro?

But the grevious day of homd
discovery finally . rolls around.
There does come a time when *
Bombasto’s “Gimme the money
and leave it to me” operations will

_ be Yooked into, more closely. That
~time is when the people must dig

down into the old jeans and pony
up. That is a process that epens
the ear of the busmt, and the eye
of the most gullible. Tt is here.
The facts cannot longer be hid-

" den. The spirit of September 14th

is not dea$ in Louisiana, in spite
of the popularity of the late alo-
gan~“Get while the getting is

g, TR




people, who at bottom are 'honét't-
. Shellow pbhhcal t'nm‘kers may
" dven sharply question the' aib'ﬂu.g;
of the people to seleet théir ~offi-

cers with intelligénce, .But be not

deceived! Afl this has "happened
_ before; from time to time. and
" many timés. Always it fs an ex-
ceptional eondition. Long before
Lincoln it was known that all the

‘people could be fooled part of the '

time. But always théy have swung

back harder than ever to admire
and enforce the age old, time tried
{it not sensational), virtues * of
common truth, common sincerity,
sound judgment, modesty, cour-

age and fortitude. Strutting in -

front of the Drum Major, cater-

one’s own smartness, stealing ere-
dit from others, destroying the
reputations of honest men, bully-

-, ing the weak and defenselees,

% scorning the truth, “putting them
ever,” and all sutch deceptive fool-
ishness have their day in the life
of o generation, as does measles,
small pox, or black vomit, in the
life of the individual. These are
abnormalities. They are not sta.nd—
ard. : :
You w:ll dare bevond commaon
. sense, and in spite of storm sig-
nals, if you let Bombasto’s high-
- pressure salesmanship induce you
to put rhore taxes on our over-
wrought 'people., Stand pat! De-
mand legislative investigations in
the wide open and be doubly sure
that you convince the people that

"‘a&min'ish‘_ﬁ;) 30
made maaiﬁhre& ro
" ¥ou dard not
_the people without thé fal ‘ap=
proval of their judgment, whicll .
¥ou eannot get without the fullest .
disclosures. Yé)u u must realize that
you along E“ § Uhip Crisis aret tha -
" representatives of - the people, -
and are, under the' direeticn o -
the Constitution itseff, ah inda-
pendent and personally responsi-
ble department of the State Gov- .

ernment. Yom cannot heave your

burdeu over on the shoulders of &
waulmg dsy and night, shouting

sudpested Execative Administra-
tion and get awsy with it. Its
your Job Yoir must know and you
must let the people know.

One thing, at least, - standa
clear; one thing you cannot do.
You cannot hide, or be a party te
h}dmg, from the people the waste

* and grafting of the Bombasto Ad-
ministration of 1928-32. The hiHl
for that wild plunge muost be ae- -
curately ascertained without the

least suspicion of concealment;
and it must ba mecrecated Tha

SRS IR SSgatgaltha. A U

T )
" people cannot pay that debt in & - )
"day, nor in 4 year: nor in the next o e
two or four years, from the taxes ’ f ' i
of those years. Added to the bur-
den of the ordinary expense of the
Government, which itself must be
reduced to fit the times, such new
taxei&‘ would bring our people to

11
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"~ ipdispensible for the well being

exist as a civilized

. ; ernment, &:1.
would be ruined. Such iy the price

of exalting Bqmbastes to high
office; but we must pay jk That
debt can be settled openly and
directly by borrowing money to
pay it, and repaying the loan by
s small annual tax over a perioll

. of years. That cannot be done, and

ought not to be done, without fix-

irg the precise amount of the-

debt, the amount of annual tax
which will be necessary .to repay
the loan,fand submitting a con-
atitutional amendment, so that the
people may know what it is, and
approve it. : :

In addition to stretching that
tax over a Jlong time, certain
healthy effects are bound to fol-
low this course, effects which are

61’ this State, namely:

1. You would so fix in the peo-
ple’s mind Bombasto’s abuse of
our laws in regard to creating
public debt, that neither you, neor
tuture Legislatures, would dare to
continue voting huge loans and ap-
propriations by mail, without that
open and collective discussion be-
fore Legislative Committees at
he Capital, under the eyes of the
people and the press, which the
constitution so plainly and wisely
requires. Loading public debts on
a distracted people ought not
hereafter to be as easy as ordering

& banjo from Sears, Roebuck &

Co. .

2. Laws which allow such out~
ragesus abuse as was practiced un-
der the Bombasto administration
will be repealed.

8. New laws will carry with

ba

i

" hokis-pokus that Baa.}

ing™ system of

honest way to, make a living.

12

the ‘money, at, Tiv, R
compensating  Dbenefi

common under ithe
Borb
Such an. amendment aud

ussion before the

general discussion bef pége
ple would otherwise be “heyond
price. Not the least salutary ef-
fect, would be the present need-
ful teaching that the Government ]
of the pecple is not a speeession o ., ...

clownship  tricks, - sensational
stunts, blackguard mouthing, °.

drum major strutting, and “put- -
ting it over” on a busy populace. - *
The show-man arts of B, T. Barn-
am, who made & forfune on the ...
bellef that one was born every
minute; or of General Tom
Thumb, of whom it is eaid, men
fought, women fainted and chil- .
dren were trampled ia the rush : -
to see the wonder; would cease ,
to be regarded as a necessary fac-

ffor in orderly Government. The
'daily injection of Bombasto hop
as illustrated by Jim Thompson's ..
paper (and what an about fsce@
that is) would énly arouse dis-
trustful wonder. We are Fight
now about to be apprised of the
gtupendous cost to the people,
when the Government is a Circus,
the Legislature a Side Show, and

the Executive Administration
contailis too many characters who
believe that the shell game is an

Perhaps the shocking disclosure
of the heavy cost pf “colorful-’
ness,” in offite, and “showman-
ship” in power may have a highly
beneoficial effect on our elector-
ate. - '

k2
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it may See:q?,_

g and nceded resu
submitting the
posed would Pe to advise some
who don® seem to know it, that
“to sell bonds” iz perely giving

“the people’s promissory note; and
“that although they ket the money

from mﬂhno ﬂ'lp honds" ﬂ‘va Are
but borrowmg money and some-
body must repay it; that some-
body being everybody; always

. that, and never otherwise. There

is no way to repay the loans de-
rived from “bond sales” excepi
to tax the people, their property,

" their occupations, their gasoline,

the things they daily use; and now
perhaps some new things we never

gard of before; everyu.m.; the
Leg;sl_ature can lay its hands on
to squeeze out more dollars. And
it is by such taxes that we are go-
ing to pay back the money with
whick Bombasto “wais making his
great show as a “Constructive
Governor.” We cannot mortgage
our farm, our plant, our business,

" for showy, useless, or “construct-

ive” improvements, without pay

day coming sround.

We are up against it, gentle-
men. Evasion, sitting on the lid,
hiding our bankrupt condition,
robbing Peter to pay Paul, and all
the smart and shady devices
known te slick spendthrifts have
finally petered out, The mad dance
has come to an end, and the fid-
dler must be paid,

Such is our case today., Bom-
basto is through. Nothing will
serve how, but to pay up. You
may expect to hear, and you will
most certainly hear, some more
snapping of fingers, stomping of
feet, sham shouting, comforting
promises of a good time yet to be

had by all in the small hours of

the morn, and many other signs

|

mendment pro..

goose territory’ so- hng 2y i
‘may yet be 4 few feathers to pick.;
Bombaste and his accomplices
have gotten by 8o easy and Q-
Yong in this rich field that thuw
have not the least mind to, s]sb'
out for new hunting grounds. Yol
will be prettily stroked and wheeds ...
led to sign up a few more doctle. -
ments on the dotted line. But ..
again T warn you; signing on the =
dotted line in these dismal daym . =
j8 sure to be a dangerous busl - .
ness. You do it at your peril.

Those dreadful -words Recaﬂ
and impeachment are still fa %
the Constitution and the Laws,

Tt might be well to keep in siind
while Bombasto is cutting his vexy
best and newest capers, and play-
ing you with his renovated sales - .
talks, that few of you can hop tha
Pullmans, light out for New Yor!, .

. parade the trains in silk pajamaa

. and Russian slippers, flash dm—
monds as big as a woodpeck-
er’s egyg, hesitate at Washington

to do a publicity stunt on the Sen-

ate floor and' shout back to the
old-time minions over long mi-
tance, at $10.00 per ‘shout. Just -
remember that when Bombasto Is ~
snugly and distantly engaged In
these pleasing pastimes, enjoying
all of the luxurious accessoriea of
the free spending life, that you
will remain back here among the
sweating common folk, the yokels
and the boobs, the hill billies and
river rats, the urban and the rur-
al citizens, in short, among zll of
us guys who are g
to pay Bombast
remember the
you ahd iz
you don’f¥remember them, beth

18



“that Tine, it must be admitted; but

way, t{i scatter iestimonials, and

“anto yon, 1 say t! u most levingly
‘and respectfully.” ” Lo

- Don't let Bombasto bluff you.
. 'There is nothing left in him now

 what a reputation! The showering
" 'milliens are gorfe, He can heither

any more short-change roads. Any-
body who would believe his pro-
mises on that score will believe
anything. He cannot threaten
_to refuse you jobs or take them

away. AN old Uncle Ned would

«~ " A job in the hands of a Legislator
from hencforth will be a mighty

%ot potato—not = but

- Just one will be more than hot

- . _ensugh. So what is there left te
Bombasto? In the United States

. Senate squalling at Demon Cor-
porations and voting for Cheru-
bim Couches ig a played out farce,
oo : Eeau’s hand and Jaceb’s voice is
o R SR I a show they have seen before,
: ¥let's divide 50-50, I get the

*horse you -get the rabbit,” is no

e Al nme
_ new song there., In ¢ umu QisCern-~

ing Chamber Bombasto is deader
than Hector’s noted pup. They
have got his number! In no way
can he help you, there or here. In
no way whatever can he now hurt
you, except you deliberately and

sackful,

. you ride ahead to prepire the .

“but bluster, and a reputation, And _

build for you, nor promise you,

2ay, “They ‘ain gwine be no joba” -

‘i

the, gsole, &
" disposition nt Gow
. nor, as it ‘Bom ;

_ent Excellency ‘qmws what tp’ do.

' training under Bombastd; bad or

_wing it to other fields,

" eoerce

" death of a lost power,

_to do something to help the people

h’lat ig, if you Teave ﬁ‘em’vﬂnt wny.a
It may ha presuM t‘hat his pres-

with théim, in buﬁé’ing roads or’
oth¢rwise, He had foui yea]rs of

good, according to your idea of
what Road Funds ough!; to be used. "
for. He was ﬂ'ﬂ! funnel through
which Bombagto poured out the -
mighty treasure. He didn't have to -
be a funnel unlgss he liked it. He
knows all of Bombasto's tricks;
and is no doubt capable enough to .
devise a few himself, But there .
is so0 httle left, compared fo the
riches 'of. the past, that each com-
munity will demand and certainly . -
obtain Hs rightful share, without .
splitting with the graflers. As = °
for the Birds of Prey, they will,"\=;
if you choose it that way, have to
Neither -
Bombasto, nor his successor, can
vyou into further acts _
against the people, unless you. are
foolish, crooked, or scared to
As to that
you are to write your own chap-
acter. None hat a right to label
you yet . FYou start with a clean
sheet. TUnless you are amenable
to the tattered and dirty remnanta
of "the greatest single corruptive
influence that”ever existed in
Ameries, it is not too late for you




but *m j A i : 2y
. 1t is up t6 You, gentlemen; you,

" " the Legislature, an 'independent
branch of the Government; .

the Bombasto trumpeters and 100ls,
in the Executive Yranch.® “They-
are bound, branded and eclipsed
before they take the oath of:

fice.

Very respectfully yours,

April 20, 1932. 2
P B. 1. Ak respects paying the
millions of Bombasto’s debis by
borrowing the money under the
authority of a Constitutional Am-
endment, and repaying it over &
long period, at a small annual tax,
instead of levying the whole on
the people at. one deadly whack,
let me, in all humility, offer this
guggestion.

But let it be understood that
this is only a suggestion, and not
indispensible; borrowing the
money to pa. the debts by bond
issue may be indispensible.

This issue of bonds might be
dubbed—-:

“Louisiana KingFfish Bonds”

c. “wyned Bombasto, such as we
ti.“rg-.e'd to see in the New Orleans
Item, before it took the Bombas-
to's saw-dust trail (and what =
conversion that was) may be plac-
ed in one corner, dubbed: »
. “The Kingfish of Louisiana™

. with Amos and Andy, gentlemen-
in-waiting to his Majesty, some-
d what to the rear, ready with silk-
! en stacks of rainbow pajamas, and
all the garnishments that befit a
King.

Such bonds, so decorated, might
be printed in two ecolors, blue for
distribution and sale a% home, as
! a “colorful” reminder for a long

' HARRY GAMBLE - .
e New Orleans, 1a., |,

_And a nice pretty picture of

O R
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_ed facts and news in late
“from Bombasto's paper
- Progress” will now have to

the daily papers to get the
during the approaching Bessiom,.
The Highway Department is pait- "
ed; and the Progress is suspended, -
N. B. 8. But the Contractors
have already heard enough to’
sicken their souls. Their campaigm
and other contributions before the
recent election were said to have
searched to the bottom of their -
purses; but to cough up $3,000,-
000.00 more after the electiop!
What a trimming they got! Our
first re-action is that they got -
what was coming to them, for they -
have contributed to our plight, but
it ought to be remembered that al-
most all of them are strangers o
our state, who came here in good
faith to do clean work, as doubt-
less they had done in other states.
How could they know we had pre-
pared a Bombasto for them? It s
2 hundred to one bet that they had
never before seen, or even dream-
ed of, his like in responsible of- -
fice. We have our obligations, toe.
N. B. 4. As for the thousands
of highway ¥mployees who wee *
heartlessly turned out to grass af-
ter Bombasto had made seven
speeches 8 day during the cam-
paign telling them and thg,world
that all was hunky; well they are
paying, too. Their votes had hard-

.
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om underfing ot
: cast, must hAvE been do- +
s §ng honost work, and ﬂi thrown §
“out without a moment’s notice ia

You will do the State .ol.’ Lbuisia’.;ia A

"a great favor, if after reading this ad-
dress you pass it on to your neighbdr."

If yc;ﬁ ’wish more of ,-tl;ese pam_ph-

lets wriie to L o
. HARRYGAMBLE,
1020 New Orleans Bank Bldg.
New Orleans, La..
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chtmnary. ‘

'"-t‘l-us 'State 8 political and financial

§
1
Sy e -

N . Y

‘Facx 'the fnghtful facts of
condition, & a stark’ necessity, or
we are hopelessly ruined.

© A virulent political pestilence
séized Louisiana four years ago.
Bombastic promises, - hombastie
modes of campaign, bombastic_ex-
aggeration of every évil, bombas-
tic cures for everything; bombast
generally caught on with the peo-
ple, and the King of Bombast, re-
ceiving a minority of votes, traded
bis way to Executive power. Bom-
bast was enthroned, and Bombasto
was sworn in as Governor. There

" followed the most dazzling era of

high pressure selling, collossal
waste and stealage, impudent mis-
representation, and scandalous self
praise; all combined with gran-
diose and prodigal schemes of pub-
lic improvement, ever seen or
heard of in the Government of
any American state.,

Bombasto’s example of tounter-

feit success, thus set up in high
place, backed by the exclusive and
unhampered personal control of
more than a hundred and thirty
million dollars of Road funds,
poisoned the whole state. Tts dis-
integration of our business stand-
ards and political morals may bhe
plainly seen and bravenly heard in
both public and private life. Chil-
dren talk it. Thé evaving for
paved roads blinded the people to
all else and since a hired man Leg-
islature found it profitable not to
provide any legal protection for

KW

‘ business.

_ these Road funds, they Hibcdine the
Iargeut subtle and reapec(able core,
" ruption fund ever seen’in thia na-

tion.” With no relief to be had
from that Legislature, which the
Governor publicly  boasted Ne

- “bought like sacks of potatoes and

shutfled like cards: and resort te
the Courts useless for the want of
protective laws; the people them-
selves became alarmed, well know-
ing that when these funds were
gone no more would be forthcom-
ing. Instead of co-operating te
kick out the Punch and Judy show
that went under the name of the
Louisiana Legislature,
force their rights, whole sections
and communjties became rivals for
their legitimate share of the funds.

There being no way, readily pos-

sible at least, to get the money out
of the pbcket of the kind of master
we had acquired, except by beg-

" ging for it; begging and eringing

prospeted, and soom progressed
into an amazing political subser
vience. Strangers te the State
wonder at it. But sorrpwful and
shamefu! as the consequences are,

I firmly pelieve they would have
anvurhara

same anywhere
like conditions. Our people are
not different from others. Our
history contains multiplied proofs
of both their courage afid sense.
Many influential elements prof-
ited directly. Some were softened
indirectly by the ramifications of
Morefwere quiet under
the then prevalent delusion of

&

nndan

same MLANAR A

Joell v

nd to en-




" pasto,’
and Builder ﬂa,at
the Pike. No métter how devious

his wa,ya, no matter his Dash po- .

F JRpS oy

iitical ~ doetrines or uegmum'}

standards; no matter 26% waste

and stealage; no matter anything,
to the thronging psrade hell-bent

n becoming happy burning up
ga.solme and pmspemua on bor-
rowed money. .

All this was Just Boml'aatu:
meat. Never had a hustling high-
pressure salesman such a rich and
promising field before.

| " v . At a time when the State need-

ed sabove all other times in her
hlstory, a prodent statesman for
& leader, she acquired 8 man with
“the arts and morals of a bogus

ko A e d

SLOCK Operauor.

When the pedplo requxred an

economical administrator, sane
and cautious in the face of our
accumulated adversities, a punish-
ing Providence delivered us over
to a foxy lunatic; energetic as a
ofamished wolf, and sleepless’ on
THhe job of devising ways to spend
~money to give jobs to acqulre
power to get more mongy to give
more jobs to get more power, and
on and on in a vicious and ruinous
circle. * ;

The unparalleled dlsasters of
the State, all striking together as
never before,—floed, drouth, and
the universal finapcial ecollapse,
contributed to his alluring but
preposterous argument of borrow-
ing abroad to build roads so as to
grow rich at home riding on them.
The people fell for it, and the en-
suing orgy of waste and extrava-

‘Bomtmsto represented k: |
“ity and fashion of thé juley bene—
fits of a hundred and thirty mil-- 5.
Yion dollars under ‘his* personsl
‘eontrol. ' | ‘

Communities’ ptos‘frat»ed th'm-
selves at the feet of the politlcl‘.!

ully; ecurageous and honest ‘ment™ - -

dropped to their pohtica] knees,

‘and for civic benefit suffered e

sults and endured. cruck-brained

T - ‘masterchip, that otherwise they

would have met with a horsewhip.
Rascality has become so recklesa
and unconcealed that the neop!e;
notmthstandmg' their own sorry -
part in the grand debacle, have

now entirely lost confidence in the
integrity of the Executive Admin-
istration. They scorn the Legisla-
ture, and loock with shocked sur- -
prise on our Supreme Court itsel. -
The single and unrestrained con-
trol of $130,000,000.00 would
anywhere be dangerout in the
hands of any man, good or bad,
but when controlled by & man
of diseased mind and frenzied ac-
tivity, who regards his {fellow
citizens as naught bui fools and ’

knaves to be exnlolteJ it has .
.proven here in Louisiana disas-

trous beyond our present knowl-
edge to calculate.

Such is the plague’s deplorable
and destructive work,—and what
with the daily beisterous flaunt-
ering of its effects in the people’s

" - oo
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"But, g'entlemen, 1t ia not yo“uz'
,‘m_ost pressing problem in the next
"gixty days to provide a germici-
dal bath Tor foul smelling Louis-
iana business and politics, though

4ot veoncr weatt ha tha avw.
inat mmay weii o€ Oone 61 1n¢ sul-

¢ prising and unexpected incidents

" of your session. When finally and
roughly awakened to the raw and

" erude methods of their plucking
by revelations, which in spite of ,
the slickest efforts, must be at
Ieest partially revealed during
your deliberations, the people may
baecome incensed. In their present
dangerous mood, certainly they
will, if you lay new, unexplained
and unjostified tax burdens on
them. It is a friendly and respect-
ful warning, gentlemen, that in
their present financial condition,
the people will not see the

- Wg pelpad 21 PL =k

trolling members in this Legisla-
ture, as in the last, become the

oon-

" . hired men of the Executive; draw-

ing hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in fraudulent salaries and
gpurious commissions for them-
selves, their relatives and para-
sites. When the Treasury was
overflowing with borrowed cash,
- our citizenry was indifferent; but
the money has fiitted, and now it
is another story. Those happy and
golden days are in limbo. If any"
of you, under the precept and
practice of the Bombasto admin-
istration, have acquired the idea
that public office is a private
snap; squash it. If any one of you
hopeg that subserviency to Gover-

" Bombasto and his Slmp‘lo Simon
1: tenchmenm,." They haven't evem -
" squawked ;—not yet. But don't let

Jalatial dwellings in swell neigh-

that fool you. They haven’t folly = -
discovered just h{)i bare their
posteriors look; and the icy blast
of heavy texation has not yet hagl
& f&i? shot at ﬂiél‘:‘l. Iu ﬁié Tirsad
30 days of your session, they will

get a pretty good reflection of the

thoroughness of the job which has
been performed upon them; and
the shivering truth will burst om
their unprotected parts. Then
look out! People have been ta]
for geese before, and turned
to be screaming birds of prey.
sure too, that the greedy plucke:
are not yet satistied. They nevq
know when %o guit They
aummg to pluck some more;-
plenty more, for they have grow
accustomed to the high level &

eilk nsnnmn livihe Thair €los
1119 ama yag. ineir Ies

once mdlfferent to the ro
scraping of cotton drawers, no
crawls and shrinke from anythi
less than satin teddies. . The bo
who used to wash only every Sat-
urday night, now daily receive
their puests, and transact business,
in scented bathrooms. High pow-
ered cars, luxurious apartments,

borhoods (Bought on credit, so the
gulls are told); all these have
now betome .8 necessity. These
sweels must be had at any cost

and at any risk. They are as sare
vet as they have always been that

a few snatches of scripture, black-
guarding someone the people may
be suﬂpxm'!ed to be down on, and
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ways worked; it always

~ their simple doctrine, T‘lw 'only &
i * ¢hange'id t6 whoop it up strongér. S ;

Quote more scrapture. Projose &8~
#divide ‘up”. That will aYwiys

catch the suckers, they figure.,

Set up as the modern Robin Hood.

IB w1u nupe LO g‘et. IIB Ic“l- a
ifty-fifty eplit out of ‘the ne'
plucking. But keep muom t‘hnt
this fifty-fifty formula means s
horse to the pluckers, and 4 rab-
bit to the suckers. Also keep it
snug under the table that in the

wind-up the suckers wﬂl pay !m- :

the horse.
Gentlemen, expect nothing new.
You will be ca;o]ed threatened,

amd 1. PR 3 Bt a3
ana uuxueu, as of yoTéE; and bribed

if possible. The gribe that has
been brought in and trained un-
der Bombaste has no mind what-
ever to give up the eagy picking
they have had for four years.
Their job has been so =zoft 'and un-
resisted, that it Is %nconceivable

-~ to them that the jig is up. Suéh

X as been the history of Bosses and
. b 1raftm!z Rings everywhere and

Iy Aowre b

s ] g
lll &1l blllle, LEULHL LllU uays woel

_starving French farmers were told

by their Bosses to eat hay, right
down to now. Boss Tweed public-
ly boasted of his amazing powers
over the millions in New York just

,a little while before an outraged

im

people sent him to the peniten-
tiary. The Whisky Ring_ which’
controlled a debauched C'(';ng'reu,
and near stained the great name

Al Pl T Y n i [ra—
Lo fit:blul![!b \rralli, .luueu uwly

behind the bars before they knew
it. The Ohio Gand of the Harding
Administration flourished under

the eyef-d to the knowledge, of

s
Y

8o contrive that the plucked peo-_' .

@

3

1

:‘iﬁon is ‘their portion before thay
*i 2. Sk is*précisely the. predent™*
’ seems to many 80 far off in Louli:

torm. It is on ‘them and d¢stmc—

pn suspect thaethamnghﬁa-g,-

e

.gagse.  The . house-cleamng that

tana, is nearer than they ﬂ!ink._;‘?
Trodt
Your session may, L férrea{, A BE €

&R

ncident of your present urgent; ' |

business, provoke the earthquake.

:But, first and feremost it is’ ym\

immediate concern to provide the -
revenue to run the State and pl’
Bombasto’s debts. 2

What are some of the outstanb
ing facts? What is bound to come
to light in spite of Slippery Bom- |
bastos whole bag of tricks?

T B o [ s PP

The :l.uuuwing ugurep &F€ Laden

from the official reports of the

" State Treasurer, and the astound-

ing totals show the millions of
Road Funds alone {(not considexr-
ing mnearly $60,000,000.00 ‘for

"other purposes) which Bombaste

has controlled without hindrance,
and spent as he pleased. It takes
no great intelligence to see that:

. this mlghty sum has not gone mto

ruau LU‘IHLII.I.LI-IUII.-
Hfghway Revenue
Jan. 1, 1928 to Jan. 1, 1932 in-
clusive:. |
$24 607,096, GS—Gasoline\ Taxes.
17,888, 728 03— Auto License

taxes.
285,904.91 — Chauffeur’s Ii-
; censes.
—_
gde, 781 729.62—Total for four-
years.,
6, 982 966.44-—Federal aid foar
\ years.

$49,674,696.08



) 2 029 3903. 45——Brougbg 'ba,c'k id-
v to_highway fund
. after havi ng
. been lent to “pth-
er tunds to hide

- ‘gverdrafts. .

PR 2. 5 o e e A

~ $54,459,238688 - ¥
! Note that the above fignres are

" ¢rom Jan. 1, 1828 (five months '

“before Bombasto took effice in
“May 1928) to Jan. 1, 1932, when

his adminigtration had five months

more to run. The figures showing
revenue from  aulol, chauffiurs
Yicenses, and gat tax for five

, months after Jan. 1 1932, 41 -

.. the pew administration comes in

. May, are not complete st this

: time, but it is fair to say they will
more than balance the five months
before Bombasto . took office;
hence they serve for honest con-
sideration. This total of $54,459,-

236.68 cash Road receipts in four .

years, does not include $46,000,-
000.00, further recewed' from the

issuance' and sale of Road bonds, .

which were!
$21,000, 000 00—in 1_929-—30 'bemg
7 the first issue
: whick Bombasto
told us would
pave the State as
per a map which
. he then issued.
How far he hum-
+ bugged the peo-
ple is seen by the
additional am-
-ountsa of $4b,~

' $66,000,000.08 .
.\ Every cent

$130,459,239.68

Jet sg!d.
$15,000,600.06—in 1930.”
'$15,000,000.00—in 1931
$15,00 : 1932.

of this haﬁ"disap-
peared, plus an uncertain further

_sum of gbout $10,000,000,00 w
vaguely dished out by the High-
_-way Department recently ‘when
the last $15,000,000.00 of Bopds

were sold; but in sddition to that
$15,000,000.00) ; this last $10,-
000,000.00 being yet unpaid.
Hence it is seen thai what . has

.been spent and settled is:
" $54,459,236.68—from 'Gss, Li-

cense and other
- < " sources, a‘liov'e:‘:.‘
And
66,000,000.00—From bond Sale!.
Total—
312045923668 S .

 Plus—

10,000,000. OO—Estlmated nn-
. pmd A

Lo

Bombasto claimed in hundreds
of speeches this last winter that he
built “paved” roadé at $25,000.00
per mile. (It was intended that
you believe that he meant con-
crete roads.) If so, he could have
built 5200 miles of “paved” roads:
enough to have built 20 “paved”
roads each over 250 miles in
length; covering the state litke a
gridiron. Where are they? Farm-
er’s roads at half the price would
have been so plentiful as to give
every man a road in front of his
gate. Where are they? But how
profitless to ask such foolish ques-

Y



"way Department

of aeven ‘Sbeéches a da.; d
long ae there are any’ mb

left in the telephone book he has

anything.

these four years are the worst in
her history.
small state of medinm wealth, the
blowing in of over $130,000,000.-

" 80 of Road funds in 4 years with

so little visible result, is & matter
that should excite the liveliest
apprehension of the citizenry who
have no choice but to live in this
State and pay the bill. Will the
Legislature slur over this and still
come forward and ask the people
for more taxes? We will aee.
One itema, alone will arouse
every honest man’s curiosity. Du-
ring the only years in which we
have available figures for adja-
cent states, the years 1928-9-30,

it is shown by the U. 8. Govern-

ment report that La. State High-
expended in
those 3 years $67,656,894, and
got $2,840,746.43 Federal aid.

Texas expended $110,672,039
and got $14,843,544.11 Federal
aid.

Missiseippi expended $15,623,-
509 and got $2,721,179.63 Ped—
eral aid.

Alabama expended $54,800, 935
and got $4,982,286.00 TFederal
aid.

Iz Louisiana’s loss of these mil-
lions of Federal Aid because Fed-
eral Aid is granted only under
Federal supervision, . demanding
economical expenditure, and sound
read construction, free from Wwast-
age and stealage? Any ojie who

Not ,:ountmz Bombasto, tlw
calamities befalling' Louisiana in’

Comparatively « -

.3

" the still busy fingers

" been borrowed and has disappear-

" ent debt, is a matter that may not

colléctive koo'l' tho 59
who conhnues to stana
grin even while he feel

to rifle every pocket,.

In this one matter alohe it with
‘be seen, when all the goYernmenl
figures can be gotten: .together,
that Borbasto is a sm 0090, ooo 00 ..

1033. i
‘So much for the Road mlllmm
that have passed away.- e

Ie there anything left? The ﬁrst
£1 million dolar bond issue (p!nn‘
the $54, 000 000.00 above refesred
tp) had nRot built the roads, and. -
“brought prosperity as per Bom--
basto’s promise; but $68,000,000,~
00 more certainly would, he agaia
promised. To be sure! The first
bottle had not cured our alleged
cancer, consymption, and rheuma~
tism (good also for colic, blind -
staggers and botts in horses, sheep
and goats), it was admitted; but
certainly a few more bottles wonld
do the job, said the Medicine Man,
So $68,000,000.00 was authorized.
There has of that $68,000,000.00

ed $45,000,000.00, as shown, leav-
ing $23,000,000.00 which Bom-
basto’s successor and former High-
way LCommissioner, now Governor, .
may borrow--~if he can find a
lender. Whether that $23,000,-
000.00 has already been blown in,
and now exists in the form of pres-

be truthfully known, depending on
whether you gentlemen of the



' Legistatiire
‘ﬁﬂl sorkscr

are you goi dg
‘would take Somé’ t
‘some money to d

not meet with the’s pp;oval of the '}

. officials who have made away with

‘the meoney: %8 you will be told.

-Thé economical streak suddenly
to be developed by the gentlemen
‘who are respensible for spending
these 130 millions, and the many
more mentzoned below. wﬂl no

i weten

Now when we dtop dpwn from
considering these scores of mil-
lions of Road fmoney, anil take up
the other trifling millions spenmt
for general government, the state
House, the L. 8 U. Medical build-
ing, and other unnecessary monte
ments to the Great Constructor,

we feel like we ape dealing in

Tha ald f‘nvnnf“’\w

27 alin
amall ciiange, 108 Gl

debt of $11,000,000.00 ﬁung over

; _ this State like & pall for 50 years

after Reconstruction, It crippled
us for two generations, or so we
thought under the then current
idess of our old fashioned Gover-
nors and State ;inanciers. The
people for that half century had
no Bombasto to lead them out of
the vale of despair. They juat
languished along under their now
obsolete system of buying what
they could afford, and paying as
they went. Without 2 Bombasto,
how could they know that the way
to make old debts look {rifling is
to create abundant new ones.
Passing now 1 the general ex-
penses of State Governme’ht,

. which have nothing f{o de with

Roads, we notice that the total
appropriations for the Fuqua Ad-
ministration, 1924-28, according
to the Appropriation Acta are
$20,120,927.00; for Bombasto’s
Administration, 1928-32 also from

- wWabiv.

- agine by what thimble rlggmg it

,_', Js.qu.ooo 00;

game hagic

But” an you b
“{at leaal we cannﬂf'

tan be wholly, ddncealed) that by -
he anthority of the State Liquida-
~tion Board, and the votes by mail
of the last Legislature, there was.
Borrowed, (that was the magic)
up fo April 1, 1932, now unpaid
and no revehue in slght to pay S! -
416,982.74, plus an .overdrafi,

(which is just so much more bor- o

‘rowing) of approximately $1,500,-
000.08, or a total of nearly $5,-
000,000.00.

As to this nverdl‘aﬁ: of $1.500,- .

000.00, you will be told that taxes

coming in: will settle that. Within -

a week after your Session begins
you will find this assertion to be
another flimflam. The revenue
coming in up to June 30, 1932, in
accounted for already. That which
may come in after that date has
always heretofore been deemed
available only for the expense of
the incoming adminisiration.

In additiom to this $5,000,008,-

00, many State institutions under
Bombasto’s encouraging example
have run into debt, and this will
_be™not less than $1,660,000.00
more; and may mich exceed this
figure. All this will have to come
out in the wash, too; unless you
expect the peoplg.to pay off blind-
ly. And don’t expect it, gentle-
men.
There is no wny for the Legis-
lature tg make up the money to

pay this Bombaste debt of $6,-

000,000.00 or more; except by

-

3
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_the 1o lenses of the S
Goverlma- Other states,
the Federal Government, without

any Bombastos on their backs, aré S
finding these normpl expenses ;

hard to raise. They areé making o
terrible fuss over it. Your job ol
finding tax revenues for these usi’

ual expenses is tough enough the

toughest job any Legislature has
had in the last 30 years; but when
you come to add to that outlay

rther taxes to pay for the Bom-

sto era of prosperity and mir- |

acle man administration thére is
no fair and just man but will
sympathize with you. Sympathize
with you, that is, if you are hon-
est, intelligent, and courageous
enough to bring to the pegple the
knowledge they are entitled to
have. If you do not; if you hitch
-up with Bombasto and his rem-
nant crew to hide out the facts,
and go off on another grand
spending spree bchind clouds of
fraud and fog banks of bunk and
cireus showmanship, then God pity
you, for man will not.

The still further additional
$5,000,000.00 borrowed to build
the Capitol, it is true, will require

o new taxes to pay. That job

esigned without competition, a
thing unheard of in public build-
ing construction, is provided for.
But don’t overlook the fact, while
heaving and straining to lay on
new taxez to pay Bombasto’s
debts, that other governors from
Sanders to Fuqua could have built
a capito]l likewise, but the taxes
which have been pledged to pay
for it was used by them for main-
tenance of other State institutions.
Now you must find new taxes for
that maintenance. That is to say,
correctly speaking, that $5,000,-
000.00 borrowed to build the

‘ ‘Enxbon Monument cpmiens
- ﬂié suffermgs and the fortitcde O{

“the brave little colonies-fighting

- Por their libérty and symbolizes :
the pure character of their gres¥ .

feader. 'This Bombasp Mong-
ment will serve for the contemph—
tion and warning of future fLom<

isiana generations, and to remind

them of the strange lapse of their
normally mtelhgent ancestory,
who for four years fell down and
worshiped at the feet of the Great
God Bunk.

But it woul& be like counting . .

the holes in a sponge to enumerabe
to the end the devious devices and
deficits of the Bombasto adminis-
{ration. Much must be omitted.
Much of it is not yet kpown, It
depends on “you how much more

will be brought to light. A hun-
_dred thousand dollars would be
well spent to unearth the {wisling =

and turnings which have hidden
from the people the disappearance
of those milliong; 2 hundred thous

and dollars would be but a’ small ,

part of what would be saved for
the future by shutt:ng off present-
ly planned operations by which
more millions of public meney will
likewise disappear without a trace
and without a public benefit.

1L,

In our extremity it iy the duty -

of any one to offer you a remedy
who can.

But none can eoffer any intelli-
gent cure for the condition, until
the full extent of the damage is
known. What are the legitimata,

and what are the illigitimdte

debts? W-‘haf. are the gaps in the

A
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strange and unusual levies, unleds
you fully ¢onvince them in the

pmost open way that these new
. ‘.,_t.axea are absolutely necessary to
“dupport the  State’s

..and preserve it credit.  There
“must not be the slightest suspicion

_ . that any part will go into pockets

“of the old. Iackeys and election flx-
2rs.
In our present hard clrcumstan-—
¢es, if you blind]ly and swiftly pre-
“scribe medicine to cure the dis-
ease; mediecine offered by the very
men who brought it in; in other
words if you vote for the “Admin-

istration” meagsures, because you

are simple enough to call yourself
“Administration” men, and not
because you are intelligent and up-
standing Legislators, bent on
knowing the facts; you will not
win the people’s confidence. Con-
sider well, gentlemen! For Louis-
iana Governors and Louisiana Leg-
islators the flush borrowing and
spending days have rolled by.

Pay day is here; and here for
many years to come. The joy-rid-
ing and nest feathering was the
pleasure of the last Legislature,
‘and Bombasto’s contraceptive pub-
Lic boards.

Yours is the joyless job of pay-
ing for the ride you didn’t take.

The people won't and they
cught not, to pay new heavy tax-
e, however they may be disguised,
to settle the bills without know-
ing all about it And I am mno

-

s
N
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l'nstltﬂtionl :

1

sitting on the 1d; and a ‘hundred

“and thirty: milion dollaxs cam
open wide avenucs of fa]éehog]d,__.r

and stop the "smallest cracks
truth. ‘Tha people didn't, kno

what ‘was being Jone to them Ingyy

the Bombasto system. of govern-
ment. They have been frequently

told, "tis true; but even so, pub.. ...

lie bosiness s charged by its na-
ture with controversial matter; es-
pecially when the Bombastos are
uppermost. They get in their work
in the comfusion raised by  their
multiplied false countercharges.
The whole answer the Bombastos
makle to any eriticism iz biack-

, -guardism .and a flood of figures
and stdtistics as truthiful as a
patent medicine testimonial. How
can a bewildered people employed
in their own hard task of making
a living, stop to ferret out the
troth when claims and charges are
flying to and fro? .-

But the grevious day of horri
discovery finaHy rolls around.
There does come a time when
Bombasto’s “Gimme the money
and leave it to me”™ operations will
be looked into more closely. That

time is when the people must dig .

down into the old jeans and pony
up, That is a process that opens
the ear of the busiest; and the eye
of the most gullible. It is here.
The facts cannot longer be hid-
den. The spirit of September 14th
it not dead in Louisiana, in spite
of the popularity of the late slo-

“""‘g'an “Get while the getting =




’ whe

" ‘teps may not be "o

. 'fooled! Shocking abuses often gow
" unwhipped for years. . Shndy prac- ",

;;obust vigor of

in this commonweatth

tices may spread too widely for
the comfort of the great mass.- of

PP W STRPY

people, whe at boltom are bonest.
Shallow political thinkers may
even sharply question the abilny
of the people to select their offi-
cers with, intelligence. But be not -

.deceived! All this has happened

before; from time to time, and

many times. Always it is an ex-.
ceptional condition. Long before-
Lincoln it was known that all $he °
people eould be fooled part of the

time. But aiways they have swung

back harder than ever to admire

and enforce the apa old, time tried

(it not sensatignal), virtues of
common truth, common sincerity,
sound judgment, modesty, cour-

age and fortitude. Strutting in

front of the Drum Major; cater-

wauling day and night, shouling

one’s own smartness, stealing ere-

dit from others, destroying the

reputations of honest men, bully-

ing the weak and defenseless,.
scorning the truth, “putting them

over,” and all such deceptive fool-

ishness have their day in the life

of & generation, as does measles,

small pox, or black vomit, in the

fifée of the individual. These are

abnormalities. They are not stand-

ard.

. You will dare beyend eommon

sense, and in spite of storm sig-

nals, if you let Bombaste’s high-

pressure salesmanship induce you

te put more taxes on our over-

wrought people. Stand pat! De-

mand legislative investigations in

the wide open and be doubly sure

that you convince the pecple that

L

. o
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" you alone in'whis c¢rifis are the

take words, figutes, or p
from this Suceessor of Bombasto

administration; or Teceive readj
made measures from itz hansis.

. Yon dare not levy new taxes om

the peopIe without the full “ap- = |
proval of their judgment, which -

you cannot get without the Fallest
disclosures. You must realize that

representatives of the people,

and are, under the direrticn of
the Constitution itself, an indes- -
pendent and perso&lly responsi-. .

_ ble department of the State Gove

ernment You cannot heave your, .

butden ovér on the shoulders of &
sugpected Executive Administra-
tion and get away with it., It's
your job. You must know and you
must let the people know.

One thing, at least, stands
clear; one thing you tannot do.
You cannot hide, or be a party to

“hiding, from the people the wasta

and grafting of the Bombasto Ad-
ministration of 1928-32. The bi#
for that wild plunge mnst be se-
curately ascertained without the
teagt suspicion of concealment;
and it must be segregated. The
people cannot pay that debt in &

day, nor in'a year; nor in the nexf

two or four years, from the taxes
of those years. A¥ded to the bur-
den of the ordinary expense of the
Government, which itself must be
reduced to fit the times, such new
taxes wofild bring our people to




f;uwould be ruined, Such is fle price.
of exalting Bomﬁastos Yo higk'
o!ﬂce but we must pay it. " That

adt can be setxtlel openly  and'

pay-it, and repaying the loan by
& small annual tax over a penod

b! years. That cannot be done, and

ought ndt to be done, without fix-
ing the precise amount of the

Q, clvihzed GOYetnment. o7

debt, the amount of annual tax -

‘which wifl be necessary to repay
the loan, and submitting a com-
stitutional amendment, so that the

people may know what it is, and -

approve it.

In addition to stretching that
tax over a long time, certain
healthy effects are bound to fol-
" Jow this course, effetts which are
tndispensible for the well beipng
of this State, namely: )

1. You would so fix in the p#o-
ple’s mind Bombasto’s abuse of
our laws in regard to creating
public debt, that néither you, nor

future Legislatures, would dare to

continue voting huge loans and ap-
propriations by mail, without that
open and collective discussion be-
fore Legislative Committees at
the Capital, under the eyes of the
people and the press, which the
constitution so™plainly and wisely
requires. ubl

a distracted people ought not
hereafier to he as easy as ordering
& bapjo from Sears, Roebuqb &
Co.

2. Laws which allow such out-
ragesus abuse as was practiced un-
der the Bombasto aﬁministration
will be repealed.

8. New laws™ will carry with

7 /
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Loading public debts oy

1

- {5 "‘ing"' system of Bombasto:
Jirectl; by borrowing money ta

’ stuntg.

‘stupendous cost to the

under t]hg

Such an amendment and .
general discussion before the peo-
ple would otherwise be %eyond
price. Not t.he east salutary ef-
fect, would be the present need- . °
ful teaching that the Governinent

. of the people is not a succession of

31ownship tric Sensational

tunts, ~ blackguard = mouthing,
dram major struiting, and “put-
ting it over™ on a busy populace.
The show-man arts of P. T. Barn-
um, who made a forfune on the -
belief that one was born every
minute; or of “General Tom
Thumb, of whom it is said, men
fought, women fainted and chil-

1. dren were trampled in the rush

to see the wonder; would cease
to be regarded as a necessary fac-
tor in orderly Government. The
daily injection of Bombasto hop
as illustrated by Jim Thompson’s
paper (and what an about face
that is) would only arouse dis-
trustful wonder. We are right
now about to be apprised of the
people,
when the Government is a Circus,
the Legislature a Side Show, and
the Executive Administration
containg too many characters who
believe that the shell game is an
honest way to make a living.

Perhaps the shocking disclosure
of the heavy cost of "colorful-
ness,” in office, and “showman-
ship” in power may have a highly
beneficial effect on our elector-
ate.




