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Approval is requested for captioned monograph t
disseminated to all field offices and Legal Attaches and to
interested Government agencies and officials on the enclosed
list.

This monograph depicts the evolution of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) from ‘a peaceful /
civil rights movement primarily devoted to direct-action, -
voier registration campaigns for the Negro in the Deep Sout /’
to a2 hate group preaching violence and black supremacy.
Created in 1960, SNCC veered to its present course when '~

o rm
Stokely Carmichael became national chairman in Hay, 1966, ggg;g?
and popularized the slogan of "Black Power." . L (| & -
Y
Now, under the flagrantly incendiary leadership g7 %
of H. Rap Brown, SNCC is motivated by a revolutionary, RS
direct-action, antiwhite ideology that places no faith in w &
normal democratic procedures. There can be no.doubt that o=
SNCC's present collision course with American society makes Eggg
it a potent threat to racial peace. E;
, -
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The enclosed monograph has been proofread by the B

Reading Room. Upon approval, it should be returned to the
Central Research Unit of the Research-Satellite Section, where
arrangements will be made for its printing and distribution.
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movement primarily devoted to direct-action, voter-

registration campaigns for :the Negro in the Deep South,

While attracting the most militant-workers, both

Negro and white, it practiced nonviolence despite

repeated incidents where SNCC followers were clubbed,

‘tear-gassed, beaten,. whipped, shot, and even killed.
By 1965, however, SNCC began to shift its

hts field em

o hagizingo
g 1 nagizing

orientation from the civil ri
integration toward one seeking political and economic
power for the Negro. It also began to protest United
States policy in Vietnam and referred to Negro soldiers
fighting there &5 "black mercenaries,”

When Stokely Carmichael emerged as SNCC
national chairman in 1966 and popularized the slogan
of "Biack Power," SNCC began a radical change from a
dedicated, peaceful civil rights organization to a
hate group preaching violence and black supremacy.
Today, its leaders, particularly Carmichael and present

national chairman H. Rap Brown, travel around the

country inciting violence not only against

CONDEENTAL /
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the white people but also &gainst the Negro miggig_ﬂ

Jgggg? SNCC 1s now an almost entirely Negro organi-
zation and has been referred to as A Ku Klux Klan in
reverse—-a ‘black ﬁi;ﬁ:vuJ -

SNCC is one of the foremost components of
the New Left organizations and has cooperated with
Communist Left groups as well on various occaslons.
It has also participated in joint activity with other
Negro protest groups havipg highly dilvergent approaches
such as the Revolutionary Action Movement, the Nation
of Islam, and Martin Luther King's Southern Christian
Leadexrship Conference.

SNCC does not regard itself as a membership
organization but as ia. group:r to stimulate a faster
growth of local protest movements. It claims that
it is pnot concerned with the social, political, or

ideological views

=4

of its
believe in SNCC's aims and program.

The headguarters of SNCC is in Atlanta,
Georgia, where its staff is under the leadership of
national chairman H. Rap Brown. Hcwever, a
dominating figure in SNCC continues to be Stokely
Carnichael; who has been described as the youngest, most

11 LT
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flamboyant, most controversidl) and--klong with Martin
Luther King--the mosat charismatic civil rights leader
in the country.

R Because—it. has adopted and promotes a revolu-
tionary black racist and white exclusionary policy, SNCC
is no longer & civil rights organization in the
traditional sense. It is now motivated by a revolu-
tionary, direct-action, antiwhitée 1deology that places
no faith in normal democratic procedures. The "Black
Power" concept Prqpqt§d°by SNCC has come to memrn to
many Negroes the power to riot, burmn, loot, and kill.

There can be no doubt that SNCC's present
collision course with the established soclal order
makes it a potent threat to racial peace. The repeated
exhortation of "Black Power"-by Carmichael and Brown
and their many incendiary statements advocating,
encouraging, and condoning lawlessness and civil dis-
obedience, which have helped to trigger violence in -
the past, can very well incite even greater violence

in the future.
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I. ORIGIN, AIMS, AND PURPOSES

A. Origin
- ...__.The_Student Nonviclent Coordinating Committee

(SNCC--pronounced “"Sanick") evolved from the lunch*~
counter, sit-down demonstration of four Negro college
students at Greensboro, North Carolina, in February,
1960, which quickly spread throughout North Carolina
and other Southern States. Martin Luther King's
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) saw
that an agency to provide communication and coordination
for these demonstrations would be useful. Accordingly,
there was a_meeting of student leaders in Raleigh,
North Carolinma, in April, 1960.

On the 17th of that month, a Temporary
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee was formed,
and an executive committee composed of one person
from each of the 15 Southern States represented at
the meeting was set up. The committee decided to
maintain "friendly relations" with other civil rights
organizations such as the SCLC, the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE), and the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) but to be
independent organizationally.
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In May 1960, the executive comm
in Atlanta, Georgia, with Martin Luther King and observers
® from the National Student Association, the Young Men's

Christian Association, and the American Friends

Service Coﬁmittee. It elected Marion Barry, Jr.,

chairman and decided to open an office in Atlanta and
to hold another Southwide meeting in October, 1960.

Throughout the Summer of 1960, the executive -
comnittee of this temporaryigzpqp‘reportedly met“foqce a month,

in Nashville, Tennessee; in Louisville, Kentucky; and

in Jackson, Mississippi.)' But it really accomplished
little before October, 1960, wher the second conference
tightened the organizational structure. The Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee was officially .

created at the October conference,-made possible by

funds donated by college students, labor unions,
civil rights groups, and other interested organizations,
and attended by over 200 delegates. 1,2,3,)

B. Aims and Purposes

SNCC was created to foster the growth of

civil rights agitation primarily through nonviclent
direct action--demonstrations, sit-ins, prayers,
freedom rides, marches--in the Deep South. Its

founding statement of purpose, adopted at the October,




..........

1960, conference, read: Eﬂmﬁﬁi”m

"We affirm the philosophical or
religious 1deal of non-violence as the
foundation of our purpose, the
presupposition of our belief, and the
manner of our action.

"Non-violencey; as it grows from the
Judeo~Christien tradition, seeks a
soclial order of justice permeated

by love, Integration ofi human endeavor
represents the crucial first step
towards such a soclety.

"Through non-violence, courage displaces
fear. Love transcends hate. Acceptance
dissipaies prejudice; hope ends

despair, Faith reconciles doubt.

Peace dominates war. Mutual regards
cancel eamity, Justice for all
overthrows injustice. The redemptive
community supersedes immoral social
systems,

"By appealing to conscience and standing
on the moral nature of human existence,
non-violence nurtures the atmosphere -
in which reconciliation and Jjustice
become actual possibilities.

"Although each local group in the
movement must diligently work out

the clear meaning of this statement

of purpose, each act or phase of our
corporate effort must reflect a (4)
genuine spirit of love and good-will."

Although claiming to follow the policy of
T . T
honviolence, SNCC, from the first, attracted the most
militant of the c¢ivil rights workers--Negro and white,

From 1961 to 1964, SNCC was actively supported by

northern white college students in its primary project=---
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suffered much physical harm; they were shot, beaten,
tear-gassed; whipped, ‘and:jailed--some:repeatedly.

| L'ﬁinigé%;—;;hfigﬁébi§6;£é;é beran to quesfion
the ultimate value of their method of achieving Negro
equality through the right to vote. They felt that,
even 1f the Negroes achleved voting strength, their
power would be nullified, or at least greatly hampered,

by unrepresentative candidates and by Negroes' lack

of resources to make thelr own

choices. They also
evidenced an lncreasling tendeancy to regard'what they
called the “white capitalist"” system in the United
States as basically a white supremacist system which
would have to be changed before true psychological
integration could be achieved.

Accordingly, SNCC began to shift its
orientation from the civil rights field emphasizing
integration toward one seeking political and economic
power for the ﬁbgro. It also entered the foreign
policy field by claiming that the war in Vietnam is
"racist" and characterizing United States Negro soldiers
fightipg there as "black mercenaries."

During the Winter of 1965-1966, SNCC issued

n4— ————————
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a “"position paper,” which gave a detgzsgdexplanati n
of the thinking behind the "Black Power" concept which
was to be adopted by SNCC. Basically, SNCC called

B L I [N, e W S, [ SR, S, |
100 NEegIr'd LaL10dalisa anud BEPA ]/RLLISM and coiucliruued

'that white people vhould at best have only a minor
role in civil rights activity and in political
organization among Negroes. . The document states:

"If we are to proceed toward true
liberation, we must cut ourselves
off:froa-white people. We form our
own institutions, credit unions,
co~ops, political parties, write our

own histories.”

".,..whites...,can participate on a

voluntary basis. We can contract - .
work out to them, but in no way can )
they participate on a policy-making
level." (5)

;héﬁ Stokely Carmichael was chosen national chairman
of SNCC 1n Hay, 1966, he reiterated these statements
and declared that "integration i3 irrelevant., Political
and economic power is what the black people have to
have."” (6)

During the c¢ivil rights march through Mississippi
in June,.1966, Carmichael popularized SNCC's new
phiiosophy when he began chanting “Black Power.®

In a lengthy article published in"National Guardian,”

& communist-oriented weekly, in October, 1966,

-5~



Carmichael explained "Black Power" in these terms:

EEA "Where Negroes lack & majority, black
power means proper representation
and sharing of control. It means
the creation of power bases from
which black people can work to change

"state~wide or nation-wide patterns
of oppression through pressure from
strength-~instead of weakness.
Politically, black power means...the
coming-toffether of black people To
elect representatives and to force
those representatives to speak to
their needs,...Mbost: of the black.
politicians we see around the country
today are not what SNCC means by
black power. The power must be that
of a community, and emanate from
there."

Carmichael concluded that “"only when the
Negro community can muster enough political, economic,
and professional strength to compete on somewhat e?uai
terms, will Negroes believe in the possibility of tfue
cooperation and whites accept its necessity." X
| While the foregoling remarks seem to depict
"Black Power" in the terms of the peaceful use of political

and economic pressures, Carmichael, speaking for SNCC,

on the other hand, has made frequent contradictory and

incendiary statements which give "Black Power" a violent
connotation. In & speech in Cleveland, Ohlo, in August, 1966,
he unequivocally stated:

"When you talk of black power, you talk
of bringing this country to its knees.

-6
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"When you talk of black power, you
talk of building a movement that
will smash everything western
civilization has created.

~"¥hen you talk of black power,
you talk of the black man doing
-.—whatever is necessary to get
what he needs...We are fighting
for our lives." (8)

On another occasibn, when asked about
preventing the civil rights movement from breaking
into widespread violence, Carmichael retorted:

v . ..This nonviolence bit is just

a philapthropic hang=-up....The
violence is inevitable., I don't
try to stop the fight., I try to
prepare the people Y am organizing
so that when the fight comes

they will be able to win it." (9)

H. Rap Brown, who replaced Carmichael as

national chairman in May, 19é7, said there will be

no change in SNCC's "Black Power" policy. Brown also

wants to build a strong nationwide antidraft program
(10)

and movement among Negroes.,




II. COMPONENT OF NEW LEFT - - X R

A. Communist Left and New Left s TR e

Deeply involved in the protest movements of
recent years relative to _civil rights, university . - e
reform, and the war in Vietnam have been the
Communist Left and the so-called New Left. Prominent
among the organizations of the Communist Left which
have been active in f
have been the pro-Soviet Communist Party, USA (CPUSA),
and its youth arm, the W, %. B. DuBois Clubs of
America (DCA); the Red Chinese-oriented Progressive
Labor Party (PLP); and the Trotskyite Soclalist
Workers Party (SWP) and its youth wing, the Young

Socialist Alliance (YSA).

SNCC and the Students for & Democratic Soclety (SDS),

the latter being a militant, socialist-oriented youth
organization. New Left organizations are Iargely‘gtudénfg '
based and are composed of individuals of all shades

of mocial, political, and ideological conviction—-
radicalég.anarchistyd, socialisis, scomuunisis,

pacifist

, idealists, and malcontentis.

-8—
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B. Cooperation with Communist and New Left Organizations
L A l__‘

— -

i 1. Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) —— <

PR )

R SNCC has been praised by the CPUSA for moving

ﬁ%g rapidly to the left and for being among the first to

emphasize the link between civil rights and peace,

Like the CPUSA, SNCC maintaing that United States
participation in an "imperialist war of aggression"
in Vietnam 1s contrary to the welfare and best
interests of the Negro people, since the war prevents

the Government from expending funds essentianl to

Negro betterment.

SNCC does not exclude from among its workers
communists or members of any other organization.(ll)
SNCC claims that it is not concerned with the social,

political, or ideological outlook of its workers

as long as they believe in SNCC's aims and programs.‘lz’

The CPUSA views every noncommunist organization
as & target for infiltration, “~HNatur
no exception, although communists are not known to

have gained any national leadership positions im SNCC

to date. But there have been instances of local -
penetration, For example, a Communist Party club
member in Los Angeles worked on the SNCC publication
in that city. Another example is a young CPUSA

-‘




menber ¥hose Party assignment was to go to Atlantnﬂ:WniNmu

and work with SNCC. later, SNCC sent thils volunteer

to the SNCC office in Philadelphia. (%) .
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in pr!otei: demons_tr;;:i;n; and :ln excb.ang:lng speakers \
and sharing public plattorms. CP&SA groups have also
collected &nd contributed funds to help SNCC.
Individuals with communist backgrounds are known to
have assisted in SNCC's 1964 "Mississippil Project.™

At the suggestion of the CPUSA, the Sofiet
Committee of Youth Organizations invited four SNCC

(19, 20)
members to visit the Soviet Union in June, 1966,

CE— ' () ()

Two organizations cited as communist fronts
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities have
provided legal aid for SNCC~-the National Lawyers
Gulld and the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee (ECLC).(23’24)
Stokely Carmichael was elected & membex ¢f the national
council of the ECLC in April, 1966,

In commenting on the concept of "Black Power"
espoused by SNCC, the CPUSA has expressed full support
for the "struggle of the Negro people to secure the

pover required to free themselves from racist tyranny,
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exploitation and soclal discrimination,™ but had stressed

that '"it is necessary to win broad strata of the white

masses in an active participation in the struggle
eople, "(25)

nom
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"~ 2. ¥. E. B. DuBols Clubs of America (DCA)
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reedom of the Negro
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Between SNCC and the DCA, the youth group

of the CPUSA, there has been joint activity in

(26

demonstrations ﬂi.t27t)ne DCA founding convention in

1964, a SNCC staff member chaired a workshop on civil

-

rights in the Southﬁzs)
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identified as working for SNCC!z%&€¥Qlin Alexander,
national chairman of the DCA, was arrested in April,
1967, on the campus at Texas Southern Universit:y in
Houston, where the campus chapter of Friends of SNCC
was demanding recognition by the administration and

reinstatement of its ‘faculty adviser. - (31)
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The Trotskyite WP and its youth group,
the YSA, have also collaborated with Sﬁcc. The SWP,

for example, has assisted SNCC in Iund-raising

ventures such as collecting trading stamps and holding

a dinner.(sz)
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- P&j 4. Progressive labor Party (PLP)

S O WEEEED. : Vcgro nnd a PLP national

vice-ghairman, contributed $75 to complete the $1,000

bail set for Carmichael atter the latter’'s arrest in

Atlanta on September 8, 1966, when he was charged

with inciting to riot and disorderly conduct. About
the same time, the PLP reportedly sent SNCC comsiderable

(33)

propagands material which iig?:d equested in order
to set hb'study groups. ULT}

At meetings in lLos Angetes held in June, 1966,

the PLP supported SNCC's position on "Black Power"
and distributed copies of "“The 'Movement,": SNCC's
publication for the west coast.(34)

5. Students for a Democratic Society (SDS):

CPUSA General Secretary Gus Hall has
characterized the SDS, along with the DCA, as part
of the "responsible left" which the CPUSA has'going
for us." The SDS accepts communistis as members and
has received support from the CPUSA., The SDS claims

some 200 chapters throughout the United States.(as)

An SDS chapter on the campus of the
University of Michigan is known by the name "Voice
Political Party." "3k ad hoc committee of the Voice
;:; Political Party is known as "Friends of SNCC."

fa N - —— T e
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-]13=




The chairman of this committee is a DCA membef.B iﬂﬂ‘tﬁ
In other words, & DCA member heads an SDS committee
that is composed of SNCC worke;a. Inc his BNCC
activities, the chalrman is assisted by a number of
SDS membersS’)

One of SNCC's.field secretaries from the
Washington, D. C.,, office, Ralph Featherstone,
attended the national membership conference of the
SDS.at the University of Illinois on Deéember 27,
1965, Featherstone is now one of SNCC's top leaders.
Af the SDS conference in Clear lake, Iowa, August 27
to September 1, 18966, Charles E. Cobb, Jr., B member
of SNCC's Central Commlttee, conducted a workshop.(38)

The National Council of SDS in June,:1966,
passed & resolution to continue fraternal relations
in support of SNCC.(S%L October 29, 1966, the SDS
held a "Black Power Day" conference on the campus of
the University of California at Berkeley, at which
Stokely Carmichael, then the national chalrman of
SNCC, was the featured speaker. (40)

Currently, however, the SDS is rlmost all
white and is allenated from ENCC by virtue of the

latter's exclusion of whits people from its ranks. (41)

-13-
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C. Cooperation with Negro Protest Organizations A f‘i%ﬂ&L
Y o ‘

1. Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM)

RAM is a small, secret, all-ﬁegro, Marxist-

Leninist, Chinese-communist-oriented organization which

advocates guerrilla warfare to obtaln its goals.(42)

RAM has received the approbation of St

——

o TS - ficid chairman of RAM,

sought help from Carmichael to set up a Black Panther

L7

Party in New York City for bripging Negroes together

as an independent political group. Carmichael, who

had established the original Black Panther Farty

in Lowndes County, Alabamn, offered to assist-
Carmichael was one of the main speakers at a Harlem
rally on August 29, 1966, following the foupding of:
G v :roup in New York City.(43) %( ,_‘:L),

2. Nation of Islam (NOX)

Stokely Carmichael has been in contact
with leaders of the NOI, including Elijah Mubhammad,
concerning their mutual advocacy of "Black Power." The

AT F P BY o rnwti. wm s man st men T R el rneew  wn - d - ok mmm E3 .
ROI is an all-Negro pseudoreligious organization which

advocates a doctrine of violent hatred of the United
States Government and the white race. 1Its members
are commonly cslled Black Muslims. In an address to

NOI adherents, Carmichael told them that no matter what




their religious beliefs, "all black men shoul&'vngSL'H’”

together to offset the white policy of dividing
4
blacks."(4 » 45, 46)

o The October 28, 1966, issue of "Muhammad

Speaks," official publication of the NOI, contained

an article soliciting funds and urging support for

47
the Black Panther Party in Lowndes County.( )

3. Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)

Martin Luther King's SCLC and SNCC have

had little contact with each othir except for a
48, 49)
joint committee to study tactics, 6ne of King's

associates once said: "Snick is like a younger

[ By Sag —m -

brother; you love "em and you work ! but they
LGOR(
sure can be & pain in the neck.’ :

Eing has saild he is in favor of "Black

Power” only in the sense of encompassing improvement
in the economic, social, and political position

of Negroes. However, he has declared he could not
countenance the violent approach favored py SNCC

(51)
and Carmichael.

On January 14, 1966, SNCC and the SCLC
jointly sponsored a march of 500 to the Georgia State

Capitol | as a demonstrative measure, seeking

recognition by the Georgila House of Representatives

of the election to that body of Julian Bord, a
-]5=
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'SNCC official. (0%

King's aloofness toward SNCC diminished
when he began to denounce the Vietnam war, which he

regards as a barrier to civil rights progress. King's

stand automatically aligned the SCLC with the

) 53
"Black Power" mdvocates, SNCC and CORE, (on)the Vietnam issue,

4. Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)

SNCC and CORE cosponsored & plcket
demonstration at the site of the Democratic Party's
National Convention in Atlantic City, New Jersey,
on August 24, 1964, to win support for the Mississippl
Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP), the political party
formed by Mississippl civil rights groups on the
ground that Negroes had been denied participation .
in the election process in that State. The Mississippi
SNCC staff members at that time were MFOP members. (o)

CORE, like SNCC, is emphasizing black
political control in Negro areas. At the CORE
conventlion in Baltimore, Maryland, in the Summer
of 1966, Carmichael and CORE's national director,
Floyd B. McKissick, declared that the time had come
for Negroes in ghettos to organize themselves into
local political blocs that could determine elections

outsids the Democratic and Republican Parties, (55

cuﬂm




Joined Adam Clayton Powell on Bimini Island to support

him in his plan to regain his seat in the United States
(55A)

‘Congress, CORE and SNCC's emphasis on black conscilous- |

ness has caused black as well as white integrationists

to break away and leave these groups to the militants.

5. National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP)

et A F A

-ﬁoyLWilkins, executive secretary of the
NAACP, has denounced "Black Power" as "black racism”

and has deplored SNCC and CORE's modification of the
doctrine of nonviolence. SNCC and the NAACP were
"partners" in the Council of Federated Organizations
and engaged in the "Mississippl Project,' but Wilkins
has commented that other grovups, SNCC included,

(56)
"furnish the noise"” while the NAACP "pays the bills."

Speaking at the opening of the 53th Annual
National Convention of the NAACP in Boston in July, 1967,
Wilkins paid a grudging tribute to the "militants' of
the civil rights movement. He stated that "the real

service of militants should not be underestimated...in
spite of their raucous mctivity, their shock techriques
and their oversimplification of complex issues, they
bhave shaken up Negroes and whites, both of whom badly

(564)
needed the treatment."

o e




I1X. MEMBERSHIP

A. Work Forge—— -~ — " - -"

CONFANTAL

SNCC claims it has no members but rather is

composed of & "work force." It states it is not a

menbership orgunization but an agency attempting
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movements. In other words, if one is

- p— .
40Ca 1 pProvesti

interested in

participating in one or more of SNCC's activities

(in the North or in the South), he is welcomeo. When

he is working, he is & SNCC worker; when he is not, he

is an individual. For this reason, SNCC has no

menbership, only workers.

SNCC says, “"We have no qualifications for

workers, We welcome people of all walks of life,

of all religions, beliefs, and all POIé;5F‘1 per-

suasions to work with us in the movement."

B. Appeal

SNCC appeals to the young, more militant

Negroes who want social changes now and are prepared

to go to any lengths to get them., VWhen they began

their activities in the organization, they were

w18

rmﬁém
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probably college students. Now, most of the
leaders are out of school and have changed thelr

‘mood and-manner; so-that they compose what has

been jocularly called the "Nonstudent Violent
Coordinating Committee."

When H. Rap Brown, ﬁational chairman of
SNCC, was asked recently whether SNCC could still
accurately be called nonviolent, Brown replied,

(574)
"Put that nonviolent in quotes."
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Iv. ORGANIZA'ﬁOR A

A, Headquarters

”

SNCC is a complex, unincorporated association
with national headquarters at 360 Nelson Street,
Southwest, Atlanta, Georgia. This property is owned
by a cover company called the Southern Education and
Resgarch Institute, Incorporated. SNCC had been
~occupying the property at this address for some time
on a rent-option-to-buy basis., On February 1, 1966,
the corporation purchased the property for $65,000.(58)

The Southern Education and Résearch Institute
was chartered on September 7, 1965, and was composed
of a group of six, with James Forman, the executive
secretary of SNCC, as president. The stated purpose
of the corporation was to be a nonprofit organizatioﬁ

exclusively for charitable and educational purposes.(sg)

B. National Officers

It is8 SNCC'as practice to elect new leading
officers every one or two years, Marion Barry, Jr.,
the first national chairman, is still with the organiza-
tion. Recently, he resigned as staff organizer of SNCC
in Washington, D.C.ito devote full time to the

problems of the District's NegroesstENCC's second

CONTTIAL




; who &t the end of
his term departed to live among a colony of leftists
in Heggéi. The third national chairman was the
nild-mannered“thﬁ‘Lewisj'iﬁollﬁrt“the organization
about a month after Carmichael had been voted to
replace him in May, 1966. Although Lewis was
retained as a member of the Cent;al Comnittee and
appointed to head the International Affairs

Comnittee, he resigned to continue his college course,
because he objected to the 'black consciousness"

view adopted by(ggéc.

Carmichael, the fourth of SNCC's national
chairmen, sllegedly expressed a desire to return to
field organizing and was reportedly directed by the:
Central Committee to work in Washimgton, D. C., s &
"target city"” for a civil rights campaign directed
toward néﬁi’gﬁie. By the end of July, 1967, however,
there was no evidence of his engaging in this project.

The present national chairman, elected in
May, 1987, is H. Rap Brown. SNCC's three top
leaders--"the triumverate,"” sometimes referred to by
the membership as "the troika"--are the national
chairman, the national executive secretary, and the

(65,66)
national program director.

-21a




C. Central Committee

The Central Committes is SNCC's policy.- ‘”’*"/CN;;h_ﬁ

making body. At a staff conference held in May, 1966,

PP i b o - oy 4. 1 (87, 68, 69)
the Ceniral Committee was reduced from 21 to 10. !

- Another change in the make-up Occiirréd in line with

decisions made at the Catskill conference in early
December, 1966, to the effect that the Central
Committee would be composed exclusively of Negroes.

D, Catski1ll Conference

About 2 hundred or so staff members met
for ten days in a resort in the Catskill Mountains
of New York to make plans for programing "Black

Power", The "separatists" advocated complete with-

~drawal from white America. The Carmichael faction—-,

called "the Washington clique"--believed thaf wﬁifés
could help in several ways. When the "white question"
was put to & vote, it lost by one vote. As a compronmise,
whites would be allowed to remain in fund-raising
and administrative work but would be excluded from
any organizing and policy roles.

| The other major decision that came out of
the Catskill meeting was to expand SNCC's small
foothold in the Negro ghettos by sesting up a
national network of '"freedom organizations" to push
for "Black Power"--econcmic and political. (70)

-22-
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a full-time staff worker, which just about means

taking an oath of poverty. The present staff

e e A
numbers less than 100. About mid-1965, SNCC was

reported to have & full-time staff of 230, but
(72)
thereafter it dwindled. éome one third serve in

office and clerical jobs in cities, the rest engage

(73)
in field work and other tasks--traveling and speaking
The average SNCC staff member is in his mid 20's,
(74)

but is & veteran of many civil rights actions,

F. Field Secretaries

That portion of the staff that is
out doing the actual organizing and the voter-

registration work, .for:about i$I0 a week; id -

In 1965, SNCC claimed 150 field secretaries, but in
1966, only half that number, (75)

A field secretary spurns all comforts and
luxuries. Straw hat, blue jeans, denim jumper,
and sandals became the SNCC uniform in the Mississippi
countryside and the Southern ghetto. Now, the
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Carmichael during his January, 1967, trip to
(76, 77)
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G. Friends of SNCC EG:ZHXHAU

1. Campus Groups

To support SNCC's programs, individuals who

may be members of other 1aft and protest groups but

sympathize vith the aims ot SNCC have gathered on
certain campuses across the country, chiefly in the
North, organired loosely, and called themselves
Friends of SNCC. In mid-1985, there were 150 (78)
chapters, two thirds of them outside the South.

By 1967, Friends of SNCC chapters numbered

7
only about a dezen.( glnce SNCC made 1t

rInar +ha
g e -_ T ol Vot e A

white students are not wanted to work in black
communities, white students are unablz to see what
role they can play in the South and in civil rights.,

In many cases, the student groups affiliated with

- SNCC either have disappeared or have become almost

dormant. Active workerﬁsggve dropped out of most
of the remaining groups. The "Black Power" slogan
has alientted others. For example, the head of

the SNCC unit in Arkansas said he would not go
along with the nmatioral organization's policy of
seeking political power outside the white power
structure.(8%§forts wore made in the Spring of 1967

to recruit additional students and gain wider

WMENTMI
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recognition for SNCC on the college‘tﬁr\z;f“(gz)

2., International Groups

Just prior to his resignation from SNCC,
John Lewis, in his capacity as head of the International
hzfiiré*EBiiiiEééif;énkwiéwtﬁiape. There he reportedly
established Friends of SNCC groups in London, Paris,
Norway, and Sweden,and spoke to student groups in
Sweden, Denmark, Norway, and Italy. Lewis clipimed
that African students from Apgola, Mozambique, .

Rhodesia, and South Africa had been recruited to

(83)
take part in SXCC projects,
3. Purpose

SNCC national leaders exercise little
control over local SNCC groups, but the national
organization does benefit from them, A Friends of
SNCC group makes no binding agreement with SNCC
but is expected to adhere to certain basic philosophy
and to rtrticiptte loeally 4in activities such as

8it-ins and demonstrations. not on its own but

, @ , COEE and the

NAACP. Local direct action cannot be initiated
without authorization by the pational office.
Friends of SNCC are expected to lay the groundwork
for the, recrultment of field workers and to report

=25~
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any progress and activity to the Atlanta staff. (84)
International Friends of SNCC,-as well:as:the
domeétic“Friéﬁda‘df—snc?gs§éfvé“ié“rund raisers

and demonstrators for SNCC,

Originally, Friends of SNCC were organized

on the basis of student excitement and compassion over
obtaining civil rights for Negroes in the South.

ﬁhite students took time to go down South and

work on voter registration, set up freedom schools,

and the like. If they did not go south, they

spent time outside the South demonstrating, recruit-
ing, fund raising, and gathering clotgé?g and books:
to send dowu to support SNCC activities. Friends of

Atlanta films, tapes, and literature to publicize
locally the plans and programs of the national
office.

Since the emphasis on "Black Power,"
however, Friends of SNCC have had to suffer the shock
of the relegation of white supporters to a position
of iess regard. Friends of SNCC, forced to drop

their work in the integration movement, now engage

, -26-
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o
mainly in fund raising. They will be furéher
affected by the decision of the SNCC staff to
;nojg”;nto the North, gq;q_gmggalition of ciﬁil

rights organizations in the big cities, and

organize neighborhood residents into effective

e -y -

(87)

political units.
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A, Stokely Carmichael"

The dominant figure in SNCC for more than a
year 'has” bedén Stokely Carmichasl., ~In May, 1967, he was
not reelected national chairman of SNCC, the position
he had held for a year. It was ;eported that he would
serve in Washington, D, C., as a8 field secretary in an
effort to bu osition te the dr
for the war in Vie%gg?ag?d to promote home rule for
the District of Columbia., By late July, however,
Carmichael(gg? not appeared in Washington for any
extended period.

Carmichael was born in Port of Spain,
Trinidad, West Indies, on June 29! 1941. 1Imn 19352, ﬁe
oined his .
City since the mid-1940's. On April 27, 1953, he
attained United States citizenship through his father's
naturalization.

In high school, Carmichael associated with
a “lert—wing“ group which included Eugene Dennis,lJr.,
who i3 a son of a former general secretary of the CPUSA
f the Party's you

-l mawmem m PRI Fu ey X
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While 4n high s%hoo%iﬁgarnichael read Karl Marx and
’

pondered radical ideas.

sokomy
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After graduating from high school, Carmichael
matriculated at the predominantly Negro Howard University

‘in Washington;‘D.“CT;“whereth o?tained a Bachelor of
92
Arts degree in philosophy in 1964, In June, 1961,

Carmichael experienced his first of many arrests for
(93,94)
his civil rights activity.

Carmichael bas been inspired and influenced
by a book entitled "The Wretched of the Earth' written

by the late Frantz Fanon, & West Indian psychiatrist.
This book, said to be Carmichael's "bible," has been
called a handbook of revelution for underdeveloped
countries, for it emphasizes the necessity for violence

(95,96)
in ending colonialism and achieving independence.

Carmichasl's ad
concept, his glib speech, and his "firebrand"
personality won the admiration of the SNCC staff.
Consequently, SNCC chairmanship was taken from John

Lewis and given to Carmichael at the May, 1966, con-

ference. Under Carmichael’s leadership, SNCC became a
vastly different organization. He turned SNCC from

PR . g
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integration and "educating'" Negroes
(97,98,99,100)
“Black Power"” organization.
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Carmichael’s advocacy of Blggggrngarawhas
encouraged the Negro to flout law, order, and established
fff‘ authority. Carmichael has also caused SNCC to lose finan-
5 cial support from white syﬂrathlzers and to arouse the

101,102)
distrust of less militant Negroes.

In his public appearances, Carmichael has
bitterly denounced the war in Vietnam and the draft.
It is his contention that the Vietnam war is inseparably

linked with the civil rights movement. He has repeatedly

i |
gtated he would not fight in Vietnam if drafted, and

he also has urged other Negroes to refuse to serve in
(103,104,105)
that war. Sixteen SNCC staff members have refused to

be inducted when called by their Selective Service

K

o Boards. Carmichael vows that none of them will serve.

Carmichael himself has been classified IV-F and has
been rejected for military service. DPsychiatric tests
have disclosed Carmichael to be '"schizophrenic with
(106,107)
psychopathic, pseudoneurotic and paranoid trends."

On July 25, 1967, Carmichael arrived in Havana,

Cuba, to attend a conference of the lLatin-American
Solidarity Organization, a group that advocates revolution.
It was reported that in Santiago de Cuba, Premier Fidel
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CONPEENTIAL

Castro introduced Carmichael at "26th ©f July'" ceremonies
as "one of the most distinguished civil rights leaders
in the United States."” Carmichael shared & place of

‘honor with-communists from Latin America and Vietnam,

(107A)
according to reports,
Carmichael was quoted as saying: "Ji Newark,

we applied war tactics of tﬁe guerrillas. Ve are
preparing groups of urban guerrillas for our defense
in the citles. The price of these rebellions is a
high price that one must pay. Thils fight 1s not
going to a simple street meeting. It 1s golng to be

(108)
g fight to the death."

n L 4 4
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Prior to replacing Stokely Carmichael as
national chairman of SNCC 1n-May, 1967, H. Rap Brown
worked as SNCC project director for the state of
Alabama in which capacity he engaged in voter-regis-
tration drives and other civil rights programs. He

{10%,110)
has been a SNCC worker for about four years.

ubert Geroid

Brown, whose true name is
Brown, was born in Paton Rouge, Louisiana, on October 4,

19243, 'He attended the Southern University and

- 3] -




Agricultural and Mechanical College in Bat

SR

(111)

three years as a soclology major,

Rouge for

Since becoming national chairman, Brown has

been travelling around -the -country making speeches

and holding press conferences in a blatantly inflam-

matory style similar to that of Ca

rmichael, He usually

appears at rallies in the traditional garb of the

Brown was arrested by the FBI in Alexandrisa,

Virginia, on July 26, 1967, on a Federal fugitive

warrant. He was wanted by Maryland authorities on

charges of inciting a crowd and unlawfully, willfully,

and maliciously burning a school 1n Cambridge, Hhrylsnd

(113)

on July 24, 1987. During the rally which preceded the

fires and rioting, Brown told a crowd of 400 Negroes,

"It's time for Cambridge to explod

e, baby. Bl

ack

folks built America and if America don't come around,

(114)
we're going to burn America down."

In a statement issued by Brown following

his arrest, he said:

MY camead e smeere- anan A b en .

& t.ouasu-r -,BULJ- L% 4 L iA .
bound to obey laws made by
have no representation.

- 32 -

@N\L’ﬂi’ﬂ Al

v-u.{.t..

qqqqqq



"We stand on the eve of the black revolution,
Masses of our people are on the move, fighting
the enemy tit for tat, responding to counter-
raevolutionary violence with revolutionary
violence, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth, and a life tor a life.

"These rebellions are but a dress rehearsal
for the real revolution." (115)

Brown was released under bond. At a rally
in a Washington, D. C., church on July 27, he stated
that "there should be more shooting and looting." He
said, "If Washington, D. C., don't come around,
Washington, D, C., should bs burned to the ground.™
Brown predicted that "The rebellions will continue
and escalate, 1 salyl violence 1s necessary. It 1s as
American as cherry ple. "

C. James Rufus Forman

In May, 1966, 3ame§ Forman gave up his
office as national executive secretary to Ruby
ﬁobinson. He was then made manager of SNCC's
pational office in Atlanta, but he resigned that
position after about two months and is now inter-
pational director o:l.'us;,cg.“’

Foraa& )ns born in Chicago, Illinois, on
November 4, 1928, He was honorably discharged from

the United States Alr Force on September 23, 1951,

- 33 =




g Ho attended the University of Southern California
in 1952, and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in

Iniversity in
-~m~*ﬁ4ﬂﬂ) =
Chicago in January, 1957.

#hile in California, Forman suffered a

nervous breakdown in 1552 and was hospitalized for
(120)
nine months. His condition ?ggl?iagnosed as

e "dementia praecox of catatonic type,"

Forman has been active throughout the

South in demonstrations, "freedom rides," and voter

registration. He has spoken in favor of abelishing the

Hougse Committee on Un-

aca haon
Y W N Y A

friendly with communists. He has been arrested a

number of times for disorderly comnduct znd breach of
{122,123) "

the peace.

D. Stanley Leroy VWise

(124)
Stanley Wise was born on J?%gsgz, 1942, He

iz a native of Charlotte, North Caroclina., At the SNCC

stafi conference in May, 1967, he was elected to the

second highest position in SNCO--national executive

secretary. In April, 1966, Wise accompanied John
(125A)

Lewls to Burope, ostensibly on a fund-raising mission.

e , ‘_:,::_‘___,,,_,.'_m-_,,...,_l'.;.,_

‘cﬁe.’ﬁ/gﬂmm



e E. Ralph Edward Featherstone )

The new national program director, Ralph

Fea}herstome, °h°senn;F““§¥1,}967’ to replace Cleveland

Sellers, was born on May 26, 19237, at Washkington, D, C,.

Featherstone's irterest lies in economic projects and

he is expected to guide SNCC's program in this fleld.
Featherstone is a graduate of the District

of Columbia Teachers College and taught speech correction

in 1963 and 1964 at elementary schools in Southesst

Washington. He beganp as & field secretary from the
Vashington, D. C., office of SNCC and saw action in
setting up "freedom schools" in Mississippil 1n(;%gii
In May, 1966,(f§?g¥erstone was placed on SKCC's

Central Committee.

F, Cleveland L, Sellers, Jr.

Cleveland Sellers, Jr., was born November 8,
(125D, 125E)
1944, in Denmark, South Carolina. During the year
ending in May, 1967, Sellers, as pational program

director, held the third highest office in SNCC. With

the elec:ion of new officera, he was replaced by Ralph
126)
Featherstone.

At Howard University in Washington, D, C.,
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Sellers studied mechanical engineering. Iﬁ t eUSummer
of 1964, following his junior year, he went to Missils-
sippl as a SNCC field worker with the Council of
Fedeﬁﬁﬁfd-Orgtntzsttons~solic1t1ng—ﬂegro voter regis-
tration.

In early 1967, Sellers, part of the time
in the company of Carmichael, 'aé crisscrossing the
country by plane, making stops at Philadelphia,
Chicago, Baltimore, Nep, Jgyk City, Detroit, San Fran-
cisco, and Washington, D. C.

In May, 1967, Sellers became the 16th ﬁember
ofl?ﬁ?f%&f reject military service when called for -
induction,

G. Courtland Vernon Cox

Courtland Cox was born on January 27, 1941,
in New York CiE{éI)Both his parents were born in the
British West Indi??éz)Cox attended Howard University
with Stokely Carmichael.

Cox invented the "Black Panther" label for
SNCC's independent political party in Lowndes ?ggg;y,
Alabama, and was placed on SNCC'as Central Committee,

Substituting for Stokely Carmichael, Cox sat
on the panel of the so~called "Interpational War Crimes
Tribunal” which convened in Stockholm, Sweden, in lMay,

\'J —
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“tribunal" was held for the purpose of "indicting"

President Johnson and "other war criminals responsible
(134,135)

fTor Américan atrocities in Vietnam."™

H,.. Ivanhoe Gaylord Donaldson

Ivanhoe Donaldson was placed on SNCC's
Central Committee in May, 1966. The following (136)
September, he was designated New York field secretary.

Donaldson was born on October 17, 1941, in

New York City and attended Michigan State University,

In 1962, Donaldson was active in trucking food, clothes, -

and medicine to destitute Negro families in Mississippi.
In 1963, he submitted articles to the staff of
“Fﬂg%%gmways " which is a a quarterly Marxist Nbéro
review,

A psychiatrist whom Donaldson consulted in

I. Bill Mahoney

Bill Mahoney has been acting as SNCC's
national press relations officer. Mahoney iz one of
Carmichael’s Howard University friends who were
active in the Committee for Nonviolent Action, a

(140)
SNCC affiliate at Boward.
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A. General

During its initial organizational period
in 1960 'SNCC served igﬂg'élearinghouse for information
emanating from the protest groups making up the
committee and promoted their joint activities. From
that time, the activities of SNCC may be separated
into two periods: the voter-registration and direct-
action civi)l rights campaigns in the South from 1961
to 1964, and the shift from the South to the North
and into the foreign policy field beginning in 1965.

B. Civil Rights Activity, 1961-1964

In August, 1961, S8NCC declded to set up
voter-registration and direct~action projects vith‘
offices and permanently placed staffs in various -~
areas of the Black Belt of the South, Robert Moses,*

a Negro SNCC field organizer who had quit his teaching
job at a private school in New York, moved into Pike
County, Mississippi, and opened the first voter- R
registration school for Negroes in the South, The

school was supplemented with direct-action movements
including sit-ins, sing-ins, marches, et cetera. 1In

*Moses resigned from SNCC in 1965 partly because he
vas sald to be afraid that a cult was developing around

him. He even changed his name from Moses to Parris i
to put an end to the adulation,

e
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McComb, Mississippi, over a hundred high schoo

STIAL

Vo - students, in response to their principal's demand
that they pledge not to participate in demonsirations,
gtayed outof school” and were expelled., SNCC then

opened "nonviolent high" to take care of their

education, offering courses in algebra, physics,
chemistry, and history until a local junior college
agreed to accept the students.

In 1962, SNCC moved deeper into Mississippi

and set up voter-registration projects in "crash
programs' during the summer months. SNCC workers
conducteq_sessions in the techniques of nonviolent
direct action and ran into not only physical but

economic opposition, They solicited and receiéed

for distribution to the needy, food, clothing, and
other supplies from Northern college students.
SNCC also began organizing campaigns in other Southern
States, notably Georgia, Alabama, Virginia, North
Carolina, Arkansas, and Maryland,

During 1963, SNCC joined CORE, the SCLC,

and the NAACP in setting up the Council of Federated

voter-registration drive. SNCC dominated COFO., By
the Fall of 1963, 8NCC had initiated or participated

in 54 local projects in 13 states. (141, 141a4)
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The main single activity of SNCC during 1963
wps the organization of Selma, Alabama, for voter regis-
tration, Selma l1s the seat of Dallas County, a town
of about 28,000, -Between September 15 and October 2,
over 300 people were arrested in Selma in connection
with voter-registration activities, SNCC decilded to
designate October 7 as "Freedom'Day“—-the day to bring
hundreds of Negroes to the couniy courthouse to register.
As "Freedom Day'" approached, mass meetings were held
every night and the churches were packed, National
civil rights figures came to address the gatherings.
Over 300 Negroes assembled to register to vote, (142)

On a national level, John Lewls, then
national chairman of SNCC, delive?ed an aggressive:
speech at the masslve civil rights march on Washington,
D, C., on August 28, 1963, in which he demnounced
President Kennedy's proposed civil rights legislation
as inadequate. The original version of his speech
was considered so violent as to be a possible incitement
to riot. At the request of other civil rights leaders,
he toned it down slightiy, saying Kennedy's bill could
be supported, but only with "great reservations.” He
promised to "splinter the segregated South into a
thousand piéces and put them back together again in

the image of democracy."” (143)
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In 1964, SNCC played the primary role in the

Mississippi Summer Project~=-a gtatewide voter-regis-
tration campaign among Negroes also aimed at education
.and job~training.- -Workers had been given intensive

orientation for their tasks in Mississippi during a

in Oxford, Ohio., An estima%ed 900 volunteers, mostly
Northern college students, assisted in this project.
SNCC and its supporters endured at least 1,000 arrests,
35 shooting incidents, eight beatings, and six murders~-
including the murders of three volunteer helpers,
Andrew Goodman, James Chaney, and Michael Schwerner
near Philadelphia, Mississippi.
It was during this project that the figure
of Stokely Carmichael emer
made SNCC field director of the Second Congressional
District in the Mississippi Delta. At the end of
the suﬁmer, 200 volunteers remained in Mississippi,
and the Mississippi Freedom Project began., (144, 145, 146)
In August, 1964, members of the Mississippl
Freedom Democratic Party, which was born with SNCC's
help, went to the Democratic National Convention in
Atlantic City, New Jersey, where they attempted unsuc-
place of the regularly selected white delegation
from Mississippi. (147) N
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In September, 1964, SNCC's young "actlvist"
leaders began identifying themselves with the leader-
ship of the emerging pnew nations of Africa and other
Formaﬁ, édné?%“ﬁaéégj"iﬁé"a‘iéﬁ"aéiérs went to Guinea
on & three weeks' trip as guests of President Sekou
Toure and held two long sessions with him. (148)

C. Political Organizing, 1965

_ In 1965, SNCC, while concentrating its activ-
ities in the rural South--chiefly in Arkansas, Mississippi, -
Alabama, and Georgla--also moved into Northern cilties.
By this time, SNCC had concluded that the more effective
way to deal with the problems of racial discrimipnation
was through political organizing so that local leader-
ship could emerge. Organizing included helping the
disfranchised Negro in the South gain the political
power that he was denied by (1) being unable to register
to vote, (2) not being offered a proper candidate, and
(3) being intimidated through violence and economic
pressures,

In June, 1965, approximately 100 college
students recruited throughout the United States by SNCC
went to Washington, D. C,, to participate in lobbying
activities on behalf of the Mississippl Freedom Demo-
cratic Party, which was hoping still to unseat the

Mississippi Congressmen., SNCC also planned lobbying

. o \/
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activity to force national recognition of the need @or

new and free elections in the South, (349, 150)
e ' On June 20, 1985, some 60 students collected
at the entrance to the Department of Justice Buillding

in ﬁﬁéhington, D, C,, aﬂdugégé”civil rights songs.

A SNCC representative said that these young people,
sponsored by SNCC and CORE, would go on to Mississippi.
Some had blankets dnd bedrolls and held an all-night
sit-in. The group had cardboard signs expressing

the need for Federal protection of "freedom workers."

They passed out leaflets headed by SNCC's local address

| and titled "Why Are We Here?"  (151)

SNCC with other youth groups, including the

DCA and the SDS, sponsored a demonstration in Wash-
ington, D. C,, from August 6 through August 9, 1965,

known as the Washington Summexr Action Project. This
demonstration included picketing the White House, a

sit-in at the White House gate, as well as workshops
on Vietnam, the draft, Puerto Rico, and South Africa.

]

he Capitol

On August 9, the demonstrators marched to

By
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Grounds for the purpose of'staging a "Congress of

Unrepresented People" to declare peace in Vietnam.

Numerous demonstrators were arrested when they attempted
(152, 133)

to enter the grounds, This activity on the part of

SNCC marked one of the first steps in 1ts ashift from the

field of civil rights to that of foreign policy. (154)




. g SV ARSEEL I
In the Summer of 1965, SNCC, under the guidancé
of Stokely Carmichael, helped organize the Lowndes
County Freedom Organization in the Black Belt voting

district-in-Alabanma,

- With the passage of the 1965
Voting Rights Act, the Department of Justice appointed
a Federal registrar for the county. Although not one
Negro was on the voting roll in ianuary, 1965, by

tion had d

Onn m 1r
Vi

November, Negro re mark.

oF

passe he. 2,
In November, SNCC organizers decided to form a separate
political party in Lowndes County and in six nearby
counties and run their own candidates. The Party
adopted as a symbol a charging black panther and became
known as the Black Panther Party. (155, 156)

In September, 1965, SNCC issued a 50-page °
report which was sharply critical of the United States
Office of Education's program for desegregating Southern
schools. According to the report, the number of Negro
children in previously white Southern schools remained
"pitifully low." It particularly criticized the approval
of "freedom of choice" plans which, SNCC charged,
encouraged tokenism, placed a burden on Negro parents
in hostile situations, and led to intimidation of
Negroes to stay out of white schools. (157)
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D. Protest Activity, 1966

l., Vietnam Protests

a2, Julian Bond Refused Seat in Georgia Legislature
- --_n-;ﬁ-g;;ﬁ;;;, 1966; John Lewis, then national
chairman of SNCC, issued a fiery statement condemning
United States policy in Vietnam and urging all Ameri-
cans to use any method they saw fit to avoid being
drafted. The statement asserted in part: "Vietnamese
are murdered because the United States is pursulng an
aggressive: policy in violation -of ‘international law,"
and "we are in sympatbhy with, and support, the men in
this country who ere unwilling to respond to a military
draft which would compel them to contribute thgir

lives to United States aggression in Vietnam in the
nane of the 'freedom' we find so false in this

country,"

When Julian Bond, public relations director

this statement, he was denled hls seat in the legis-
lature on the grounds that he had advocated violation
of the draft law and had given aid and comfort to the
enemy. In his endorsement, Bond saild that he would
"admire the courage of anyone who burns his draft card,"
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but would not burn his own, This action precipitated
considerable controversial comment in the press through-

out the Nation and led to rallies and demonstrations

in support of -Bond, including a march in Atlanta, Georgia,

led by Martin Luther King, who said that he did not

endorse the nature of Bond's stand but défended his

right to disagree with the Administration. (158, 159, 160, 161)

b. Demonstrations and Speeches

Throughout 1966, SNCC took part in numerous
demonétrations against United States action in Vietnam
and SNCC representatives, in speeches at conferences
and before college groups across fhe country, denounced
United Btates participation in the war. In March, SNCC
workers in various cities took part in the so-called
Internatidnal Days of Protest observed by various
communist, subversive, and pacifist groups to condemn
United States action in Vietnam. They distributed
leaflets designed to plant doubfs as to the legality
of United States foreign policy.

In May, 1966, a group representing SNCC
picketed Independence Hall in Philadelphia and pro=-

(162, 163)
tested United States "intervention" in ¥ietnam. Later,
in front of the same national shrine, a dozen members
of SNCC, protesting American policy in Vietnam, ended
a 55«~hour fast at midnight on August 8, 1966, (164)
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- place on August 17 and 18, 1966, in Atlanta, Georgia, .
ﬁﬁi when groups of Negro SNCC workers shouting "Black

Power" picketed the 12th Army Corps Headquarters and

fought a brief battle with police. They carried signs
with slogans such as '"The Vigt Cong Never Called You
Nigger," "Black Man Stay BHome," "Fight for Black
Power," and "The White Man Kills Black Kids, I Won't

Kill Vietnamese Kids." A leaflet distributed by the

pickets urged Negroes "to stay at home and fight for
your black self, your family, your community and
your black nation, Why must we go sbroad to kill
yellow-skinned men for white-skinned men who force

us to live in rat~infested slpms?"

Twelve demonstrators, including Larry Fox,
a SNCC fleld secretary, were arrested. Fox was

charged with creating a disturbance

an officer's command, resisting arrest, and assault
and battery. (165, 166)

e In September, 1966, Willlam Higgs, a
SNCC representative, was one of the speakers at a
conference held at Western Reserve University,

Cleveland, Ohio, to set a date for nmationwide demon-




Among other things, Higgs stated that the United States
suppressed revolution in Vietnam with napalm and then
cast the blame for the resulting devastation on those
who were attempting +o determine for themselves theilr
own form of government.

In October, 1966, James Forman, manager of
SNCC's national office, addressed'several colleges in
Texas where he called for "Black Power" and denounced
the war in Vietnam., Speaking before the University of
Houston, he said, "All that democracy abroad--and not
enough at home." (167, 168)

2, President's Conference on Civil Rights

After Stokely Carmichael was elected national
chairman of SNCC in May, 1966, one of his first actsr
was to release a statement rejecting the invitation
to the White House Conference on Civil Rights., In this
statement, SNCC claimed that the conference was abso-
lutely unnecessary, hypocritical, and propagandistic,
The SNCC statement placed the problems of the Negro
in the United States strictly on the shoulders of white
Anericans and sald the executive department gnd the
President were not serious about insuring constitutional
rights for "black Americans." It said that the Presi-
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LA
nationgl prestige abroad lost due to United States
intervention in Vietnam, SNCC concluded with a call

s to "all black Americans to begin building independent
i rpolitical,;economicv,;and cultural institutions that

they will control and use as instruments of social

change in this country." (169, 170)
SNCC followed this statement early in July

Trer annmmalne +ha 1088 LI Py } |
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and began a campaign of active lobbying against it.

A two~-page summary of objections to the bill, written
by Carmichael, was circulated to more than 300
House and Senate offices. It declared that "any
- civil rights organization or congressman who works
a for the passage of this bill, and any legislat;r_who
T votes for it, is sharing in the hypocrisy of President

Johnson and his Administration." (171, 172)

On June 6, 1966, James Meredith was wounded

on the second day of a scheduled walk from the

Tennessee line to Jackson, Mississippl, to dramatize
his appeal for increased voter registration among
Negroes. Meredith was the Negro who desegregated the
University of Mississippi in 1962.

' Following the shooting, civil rights leaders—

s including representatives of the SCLC, CORE, and SNCCe-
banded together to resume the march. Thle;x-issdeql_ m
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manifesto demanding that President Johnson undertake

sweeping new civil rights action, including sending
"mobile" Federal voting repgistrars into 600 Southern
counties, and working for 'aT¢freeddm budget" invoelving
"billions" in aid for low-income Negroes. The mani-
festo asked Congress to pass the President's civil
rights bill but with amendments fhat would require
states and countles to hire Negro law enforcement
officers and put Negroes on Jury lists in direct pro-
portion to the population ratio. (173)

Carmichael was one of those signing the mani-
festo and was on the policy-making committee for the
march, He and two othe{f7z$re arrested during the |
march on charges of trespassing. It was during this
march that Carmichael popularized the slogan of "Black
Power" which was to be the rallying call for SNCC in the
future, (175)

4, Chicago Summer Project

Chicago was selected by SNCC as the location
for a pilot project for the implementation of "Black
Power" during the Summer of 1966. The plan was to with-
draw the ﬁlack ghettos from the city's control and
allow those areas to control their own political, economic,
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intelligence agency for so-called "instant agitation."
%fﬁ Accumulated information concerning alleged indignities
‘commi tted agalngt Negroes would be furnished immediately

to ghetto residents. Violence wes recommended 1f

redress could not be attained peacefully. In conjunc-
tion with this project, 8S8NCC published a hand-out
reading "...improve our community...use black power." (176)

5. Chicago Coordinating Committee for Black Power .

In the latter part of September, 1966,
representatives of local Negro nationalist groups
oriented toward the concept of "Black Power'" met in
Chicago to form a loose amalgamation generally known

as the Coordinating Committeq for Black Power (CCBP).

2 This is not a formal organization as such, but is
basically composed of individuals of like thinking
in regard to the "Black Power" movement and includes
such groups as SNCC, CORE, Deacons for Defense and
Justice (DDJ), and Associated Community Teams (ACT).

The DDJ advocates arms for the defense of Negroes,

and ACT too is a militant civil rights group.
¥ost prominent among the leadership of the
CCBP are Lawrence Landry, chairman of ACT; Frederick

Douglas Andrews, chairman of the West Side Branch of




ACT:

Eugene "Fats" Crawford, self-proclaimed leader of the
Chicago DDJ.

The CCBP was~ to be in the nature of an
"action group" which would generally serve to promote
the SNCC view of '"Black Power" and was to be referred
to as the "Black Truth Squad." &hia so~-called "truth
squad' represented an effort to publicize the facts
to Negro people about happenings in the civil rights
field and in connection with general racial matters,
It also planned to obtain funds for legal aid and assis-
tance of militant civil righta workers who might be
arrested or involved in court actions.

The organizations 1nvolyed have not deleJ
gated any of their individual authority or funds to
the CCBP, Meetings in the latter part of 1966 were
largely devoted to the November, 1968, elections, and
demonstrations were conducted protesting the lack of
sultable candidates,

On November 18, 1966, the CCBP, under the
name of Lawndale Youth Alliance, circulated leaflets
and conducted an orderly picket demonstration before
the Clark Super Food Mart in Chicago calling for a
Negro boycott of this store. When the manager of the
store readily agreed to their demands--a minimum wage

rovrgfym
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for employees and the utilization of Negro produce
suppliers-~the demonstrators were completely taken

aback, unable to supply names of any Negro business

: £irms with -whom he-should-deal. (177)

8. General Election in Alabama

confined to the November gé;eral election in which
SNCC attempted to 1nflueﬁce Negroes to vote for
Negroes only and'pfeferably‘ﬁegféés of SNCC's choice.
However, in Lowndes County, seven Negro candidates of
the Lowndes County Freedom Organization~-the Black
Panther Party organized by Carmichael in 1965--
running as independents were defeated in the November
election by white candidates. At the same time, a
group of all<Negro candidates of the Dallas County
Independent ¥ree Voters Organization was also defeated.
Both slates of candidates were vigorously supported
by SNCC, which viewed the elections as s test run of
“Black Power" politics. (178, 179, 180)

7. Miscellaneous Activitiesr

SNCC has also engaged in demonstrations,
boycofts, ait-iné; marcaesy apd: other activities. -
throughout the country, In Washington, D, C., in
January, 1966, Marion gnrry, then chairman of the
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local SNCC, spomsored a one-day bus boycott of the D. C. ~
Transit Bystem to protest a rise in fares. During the

Spring of 1966, representatives of SNCC conducted sit-
ins at the South African Embasgsy In Washingtom, D. C.,
and the South African Consulate in New York City to
protest the practice of apartheid in Scuth Africa. A
number of the demonstrators were charged with disorderly
conduct and unlawful intrusion. Among the five arrested

-1n”New fork Ci&f wéfg James Forman, Cleveland Sellers,
y nger
Harry Belafonte and actor Sidney Poitier. (181, 182, 183, 184)

In Beptember, 1966, about 300 people, mostly
of the "beatnik" varilety, held a two-hour demonstration
and rally at Washington Bquare in New York City to :
protest actions of the House Committee on Un-American
Activities, SNCC was one of the sponsors of the rally.
One of the speakers characterized the committee's
activity as a "witch hunt to silence protest voices
against the United States.”" (185)

On December 29, 1966, Joseph Waller, accom-
panied by about ten members of his local branch of SNCC
in 8t. Petersburg, Florida, appeared at City Hall,
entered the building, ripped down a mural depicting

different forms of musical entertainment by Negroes,
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and proceeded through the streets with 1t.  They dis-
Played antiwhite placards and shouted, '"We gonna take

this picture down where all the black folks can see

:1t,"  The mural was badly damaged in the process. A

physical altercation occurred between the demonstra-
tors pad police officers. Six were arrested and charged
with grand larceny and othe£ offenses, (186)
Representatives of SNCC attended the National
Youth Seminar on Racilalism held in Dar es Salaan,
Tanzania, April 27-30, 1966, William Hall, one of the
representatives, made a special plea regarding the
plight of the American Negro and was critical of the
United States policy in South Vietnam. On June 20, 1966,
Hall was interviewed in SOfig, Bulgaria, and séated
that he, as a representative of SNCC, was there attending
the Seventh Congress of the World Federation of
Democratic Youth (WFDY). The WFDY is an international
communist iront organmization, (187, 188)

E. Steps toward "Black Power," 1967

1, General Perspectives

At a national meeting i4n December, 1966,
SNCC, in “common struggle with peoples of the Third
World (Black World)," decided to promote a national
antidraft program and to call regional and natioanal
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antidraft conferences. SNCC leaders agreed that their o

main objective for 1967 would be to develop "freedom
oréanizations" which would expand from the concept that
built the Lowndes County Freedom Organization. SNCC
claimed that the latter organization was the Iirst major

contamnarvarev challenva tn wshitn nalitiecnl nowar in the
Tl N A W ﬂlyu‘ e iy J Vet Bl e .l.\-u.w LA WY AL g N r\r-l.- O ol el a rv-v‘ L w s
Deep South.

Its "freedom organizations” would not be
solely electoral parties, SNCC decided, but would be
designed to serve all the day-to-day needs of a com~
munity. A model group would have subdivisions dealing
with politics, economics, education, welfare, culture,
and housing, and would sponsor a separate youth

division. A special task-force committee was set up

SNCC could most effectively organize, SNCC planned
to expand its organizing activities in several
Northern cities and simultaneously concentrate on
local elections in Mississippi and Alabama during
the year. SNCC organized an intensive program of
internal and external education and stated that sonme

of its staffers were going abroad, particulariy to

Africa, to internationalize Black America's struggle

(189)
for humen rights.
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_ Carmichael has indicated that SNCC is 1ookimg‘

even more hopefully to forming a working mlliance with

Latin America, for he believes Latin Americans in the

‘next ten years will be throwing off American domination.

He urges Black America to form a coalition with anyone
who can help get the “hooks and claws of the eagle out

of my throat." (190)

A joint communique pledging united struggle
against the draft, for improved housing conditions,
and for Puerto Rican independence was issued in
January, 1967, in San Juan, Puerto Rico, by SNCC, the
Movimiento Pro Independencia de Puerto Rico (MPI), and
the Federacion de Unilversitaries Pro Independeﬁcia
(FUP1), These three organlzations affirmed the need
for a joint struggle agalnst the political, economic,
social, and cultural "oppression" inflicted upon the
Negroes and Puerto Ricans., They agreed to act jointly
(1) mgainst the draft and the war in Vietnam; (2) for
better living conditions and against "police brutality"
in the urban ghettos; and (3) for bringing international
attention, through the United Nations, to their
"struggle for independence." (191, 192)

Bpeaking in Sgn Juan in January, 1967,
Carmichael stressed SNCC's international approach.
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He referred to the “"oppression'" of Asians anJE }"”1'_
Americans by the United States, and he vowed that the
American Negroes' fight should be in their own country
for ‘their own -Iiberation. - He asserted that the power
of the oppressor is not to be compared with tp? force
that could be wielded by the world's oppressed to
destroy the oppressor. (193)

3. Adam Clayton Powell's Congressional Beat

In March, 1967, following the unseating of
Adam Clayton Powell, Representative from New York's
18th Congressional District to the United States House
of Representatives, for alleged misuse of Government
funds, Carmichael announced that SNCC would campaign
actively in Harlem for Powell's re-election. Carmichael
intimated that white men were trying to play one black
man against another in nominating James Meredith to run
against Powell in the special election in New York
récheduled for April 11. Carﬁichael charged that “"the
issue 1is bigger, much bigger than Adam Clayton Povéll...
It i8 a showdown between Whitey and the Man and the Man

“means us--black men. It is an international issue that

will affect the whole world, especially the third world,

CONENTIAL

the black world." (194, 195, 196)
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4, Nationel Conference of Students

In March, 1967, SNCC held s national conference
in Nashville, Tennessee, which placed major emphasis on
ipoace~related workshops; -The meeting was attended by
over 100 students from colleges in 30 states, lncluding
Harvard, Northwestern, Cornell, Boston University,
Tougaloo in Mississippi, Tuékegae in Alabama, the
University of California at Berkeley, San Francisco
State, and the University of Chicago, Workshops dis~

cussed the need for eliminmtion of the Reserve Officers'

Training Corps, development of reading clubs and speakers'

bureaus, elimination of compulsory class attendance

(197)
and chapel, and control of campus communications.

5. Spring Mobilization

Mass demonstrations in New York City and
San Francisco on April 13, 1967, were expressions of
a fusing of the civil rights and the mntiwar movements,
The war protest activity was sponsored by the Student
Mobilization Committee and the Spring Mobilization
Committee to End the War in Vietnam. Participants
in the activities of these committees were members
of the CPUSA, DCA, PLP, SWP, YSA, CORE, and SNCC,

In New York City, SNCC members marched in the

antivar parade and rally, and civil rights leaders

=50




Martin Luther King, Floyd McKissick, and Stokely
Carmichael were among the principal speakers. The
Reverend James Bevel, an official of SCLC, was the
natioral director of the Spring Mobilization Con-
mittee to End the War in Vietnam. (198,199)

6. National Conference sn Black Power

An all-Negro National Conference on Black
Power was held in Newark, New Jersey, July 20-23, 1967,
This conference was an ocutgrowth of a suggestion made

by Adam Clayton Powell in September, 1566. More
than 800 delegates, representing a number of
militant Negro organizations, attended the conferonce.‘
H. Rap Brown and Ralph Featherstone, of SNCC, were '
prominent among the conferees. (1é9A)

A number of resolutions were adopted by the
conference calling for an independent course for
the Negro in America. One resolution uxrged the
formation of a black militia to train black families
in all aspects of self defense and racial surviwval,
Another resolution denounced Selective Service and

the Federal Govermment and supported a2 "Hell no, we
wvon't go" attitude toward the drart. (199B)
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VII. PUBLICATIONS

A. "Student Vojice"

Student Voice, Incorporated, a SNCC sub-

sidiary, was established after an Eastern widow left
(200)
SNCC a $15,000 bequest. The first issue of "Student
(201)
Voice" appeared in June, 1960, It has been SNCC's

intermittent official publication; however, no issues
have been published for almost a year(.zozl)t has been
distributed on college campusesf203)

A supplementary four-page issue prepared by
a Northern student group at the time of the presidential
election of 1960 was & joint effort of the SDS:and
SNCC. This "Student Voice' supplement listed and
gave detalils regarding marches in "non-Southern areas™
to foster solidarity between Northern and Southern
students in the movement for racial equaiigiz

Student Voice, Incorﬁorated, owns printing
equipment, including & photo ofiiset press., 1In 1865,
SNCC presses rolled almost continually, turning out
papers, Negro-history pamphlets, and "Black Power"
bumper stickers embellished with a lunging black
pangﬁgzz Since then, SNCC's presses have had to be
used also for commercial printing to help defray

(206)
SNCC's expenses,
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s Incorporated, for the initial 15,000 coples of a 50-page

paperback history of American Negroes, written by SNCC

(207)
developed the Freedom School idea, wrote the introduction.

B, "The Movement"

"The Movement," a monthly newspaper, was pub-
lished by SNCC of California in San Francisco until

December, 1966, Then the publishers incorporated

+
[

(24

ot T
42D OoOU LR

would not be sued "for anything we say." Nevertheless,
The Movement Press wanted it understood that "We are
still very much a part of SNCC...." and intend "to be

(208)°
publishing material for the national SNCC office..."

In its June, 1967, issue "The Movement' unequivocally

stated that it fully supported the "Black Power phil-
(209)

[ . T o T ] ]

P, T o -
osophy of S5 .N,C,C.

C. Publications by Friends of SNCC

Certain chapters of Friends of SNCC have pub-
(210, 211)
lished newsletters for local campus distribution. "The

Drummer," for example, is a biweekly paper started by
Cleveland Friends of SNCC, Its stated ainm is to play

up for ghetto residents of Cleveland the things that

Other ?§f3§1zations, such as the SDS, assist with the

circulation.
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Other SNCC affiliates have issued publications,.
"The Voice of Washington SNCC" has been published by SNCC
of Washington, D, C., and "Tell It Like Xt Is" has been
‘issued by Frien&é*of‘SNCC‘at-Texas Southern University
in Bouéiigz Chicago SNCC published a pamphlet in August,
1966, entitled "Black Power," which featured a speech
made by Stokely Carmichael in Chigiégz Opinions of
residents in Negro neighborhoods were solicited for

(215, 218)

subsequent "Black Power" issues,

D. Posters, Fliers, and Circulars

SNCC pickets and demonstrators make use of

posters, leaflets, and fliers to protest actions by the
(217, 218, 219)
police and the war in Vietnam. San Diego SNCC printed

and sold posters at 25 cents apiece at a rally’ in 1965,

Fel \7aVel

“"The Draft and You” is one of the Friends of SNCC
circulars issued to undermine the loyalty of young

(220)
Americans.
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A. Expenditures

1. Heavy Expenses

SNCC has operated on a scale requiring

- ] Fap v Y Bl et W B el N e a T prallAAY oLl

(221)
in Atlanta has run as high as $1,000 a month, Several

substantial funds, For instance, SNCC's telephone bill

years ago, SNCC acquired some 70 automobiles and
established a cover company called Sojourner Motor Fleet,
Incorporated, to handle this pool of cars for field
workers in the Southern States. SNCC at one time also
possessed more than 50 short-wave radio units, about

20 walkie-talkies, and a number of.long—distance radio
u;iiiz Furnishing bail for frequently arrested field
workers has cost SNCC heavily since its inception,

SNCC's full-time staff at times has numbered
as high as 230, 25 of whom worked in the Atlanta office,
20 in offices in the North, and the others in the |
South==in Hchmb, Mississippi; Selma, Alabama; et
50 were paid a salary and the rest
were voluqteers. The average staffer was paid between
$20 and $25 a week, while others received $10, How-
ever, SNCC has ofté; gﬁne for long periqgds without

(224)
being able to meet a full payroll,. UL;
. \
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Local SNCC offices also have had theirio

%;ﬂ% financial problems., In December, 1966, the Washington, D. C.,
T | office owed two months' rent, had forbidding telephone

bills ,and suffered the theft of $3,000 worth of its

office equipment. In 1965, Philadelphia SNCC was

(225)
$20,000 in debt. j5;>(:f;>

2. Financial. Crises

SNCC has experienced perilodic financial
crises, When, in December, 1965, SNCC announced the

formation of the Lowndes County Freedom Organization

in Alabama to function as an all-Negro "third party,"”
the SNCC treasury was virtually empty. Officials
attributed this poverty to (1) "battle fatigue" on
the part of the staff, (2) a belief among formgr

%ﬁ? Northern contributors that the civil rights struggle
was over, and (3) an adverse reaction among contributors
who objected to civil rights involvement in demonstra-
tions protesting United States policy in Vietnam.
This crisis was the worst that SNCC had faced--

;;‘: $25,000 in debt and $100,000 in arrears in meeting

(226)
its $800,000 annual budget,

By not taking on large numbers of summer
volunteers, who had once numbered more than 300, and
by slashing the size of its full-time staff to about

i 135, SNCC foun% 1g)cou1d manage on as littie as $150,000
e 22

or less a year.
=65=
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Some so-called SNCC “separatists," holding
the view that blacks must soparate themselves from whites,
are quite willing to forego white financial support
for the reassni that Bucli support entwines SKRCC in''the
tentacles of the white power complex that controls
this countr(yz.z‘?)other SNCC officials have expressed
concern about the reduced funds éhey have been able to
raise, espscially among whi
éspouaing the ''Black Power" philosophy.

B. Sources of Income

1. Dues
SNCC has no set dues, although some chapters
of Friends of SNCC adhere to a dues schedule. The
chapter at the University of Nebraska, for example,’
charged dues of one dollar each semester and accepted

(39)
pledges to support the civil rights movement in the South.éi?(}§£)
2., Contributions

Contributions to SNCC have been dropping
markedly since 1964, when, largely because of the dramatic
impact of the Mississippi Summer Project, they totaled
$700,000. Contributions reportedly began shrinking when
SNCC attacked the Democratic Party for refusing to oust
the all-white Mississippi delegation to tho-1964 Democratic
National Convention. A further decline occurred vhen

=66=
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SNCC began to advocate "Black Power" and voiced its
(2304) y

opposition to the war in Vietnanm,

Dr. Percy L. Julian, a wealthy Negro

.chemist-in-Chicagqg-has given financial support to

SNCC. His son helped organize SNCC. Dr. Julian,

disapproves of SNCC's present orientation
(231)
toward "Black Power,"

The CPUSA, the SWP, and the SDS have taken

up collections and held functions such as fund-raising

(232)
dinners on behalf of SNCC.

3, Fund Raising

It is reported that SNCC's money problems
during the past year were somewhat eased by Stokely
Carmichael's college speeches and fund-raising
projéziz? Carmichael received fees ranging from
$1,000 to $1,300 for each appearance, and he averaged

(234, 235)
three or four speeches a week, Since he was replaced
as national chairman in May, 1967, it is not known
whether he will continue his fund-raising activities.

SNCC has solicited contributions by mail

and by personal contact. Fund raisers have approached

the well-to-do for large sums. A Hollywood producer

(236, 237)
gave generously when asked for a donation. U\a)
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SNCC has raised money in a variety of

el
e

A fund-raising affair in a New Ybrk( g:%slptor's ‘hone is
said to have produced at least $10,000. One chapter
of Friends of SNCC charged sdmizmsion to a beer party;

another held a Chinese auction; another sent out &

chain letter to obtain trading stamps to be used for

: (239, 240, 241)

procuring & bus to take Southern voters to the polls.
Friends of SNCC have sold recordings and

freedon songbooks., BSNCC has sent its own Freedom -

Singers on a national tour and sponsored benefit
performances featuring such well-known entertainers
as Pete Seeger Dick Gre ory; Harry Belafonte; and

(243, 243, 5544, 245, 288y 07 y ’
Peter, Paul, and Mary.

4. Funds and Foundations

e SNCC has been th?2£$§ipient of money from
several funds and foundations. In addition, a civil
rights research organization, the Atlanta-~based Southern
Regional Council (SRC), contributed thousands of dollars
to BNCC for its voter-education project. However, SNCC's
"third party" activities in Alabama have jeopardized
(248, 249)
its chances of receiving additional grants from the SRC, !?E(EA.:)

In 19681. the Southern

- e - aaw AN Se - e = _——

Fund, Incorporated, granted SNCC $5,000 for the salary

and expenses of a field worker to publicize the civil Y,

rights movement in white colleges and universities %U\)
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throughout the South, The Southern Conference Educa-
tional Fund, Incorporated, is the successor to the
Southern Conference for Human Welfare, which was cited

'‘as & communisf—front organization by the House Committee

{250)
on Un-American Activities. $><<:: r)
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