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This is a summary of information obtained from a review
of all "see" references to the subject in Bureau files under the
names and aliases listed above. All referencés under the above
names containing data identical with the subject have been included
except those listed at the end of this summary as not having been
reviewed, or those determined to contain the same information as
the main file. :

This summary is designed to furnish a synopsis of the
information set out in each reference. In many cases the original
serial will contain the information in much more detail.
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This reference sets out information concerning plans of
Cormissioner Eugene "Bull" Conmner and Chief. of Police T. A. Riley, of,
Birminaham, to form a Birmingham Police Department Crime Laboratory e SR
(80-60 -545. Connor and Riley requested help of the Bureau in setting

up such a laboratory.

This information was submitted by Birmingham letter dated
12/26/37.

80-606-54=5 p. 1,2,3 o X
(11¢28))” ak ' X

This reference, in the file captioned "Law Enforcement Officers
Contacts by SiC" (66-3579), set out information concerning Bureau
contacts with the Birmingham, Alabama PD and with Eugene Connor, Com-
missioner of Fublic Safety, during April 1939. On 4/12/39 Connor
addressed the Police School graduation banquet held by the Birmingham
PD, and referred to lr. Hoover and the FBI in the highest terms.

66-3579<1987 p. 1,2
any pe o

The following rcferences contain information concerning an
ordinznce drafted in 1940 by Police Commissioner Eugenc "Bull” Connor,
Birmingham PD, to require the fingerprinting of all aliens in
Birmingham. This ordinance had other clauses which were aimed directly
at prosccution of any person engaged in any un-Anlerican activity
whatsoever. Connor submitted a copy of this ordinance to the Bureau and
requested any comment, approval, or disapproval of such ordinance.
Connor was advised that the Burcau had no jurisdiction to make any
corment on this matter.

REVPLRINCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NULBIRR
62-22932-244 p. 1 v
65-5424-1-268 p. 1, Encl. p. 3,5 (11)5( v//'
2203 p. 1 (1133;
-343 p. 1,2 (35)
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An unidentified newspaper clipping in the files of the  COX
Birmingham Office revealed that Laurent Frantz was subpoenaed before
the ‘Dies Committee in Washington, D.C. in April 1940 for questioning
concerning his activities in the CP. Frantz denied that he was a
CP member and said that his arrest by the Birmingham PD was a
violation of his civil rights. Eugene Connor of Birmingham upheld
the arrest of Frantz and branded him as a communist.

116-199479-16 p. 8
s, e P

This reference is an undated six-page document captioned
"Press Digest On Sabotage, Espionage, and Related Matters" (65-18237),
time -stamped in the Bureau on 7/8/40. Under the heading "Civil
Liberties" it was stated that Commissioner Eugene Connor of

Birmingham, Alabama had granted Jehovah's Witnesses their right under _

the law to circulate a petition but refused to guarantee immunity
from arres} in case a householder should want to charge "trespass."
No source :

65-18237-6X p. 6
(1) P

Oon 8/16/40, Commissioner Eugene "Bull" Connor was conducted
on a special tour (94-2) of the FBI in Washington, D,C. He had high
praise for the laboratory and expressed high respect for the

Birmingham Office. _
P
94-2/19716X4 p. 1
a1 ”
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The 1/17/41 issue of the "Birmingham News" in an article A

entitled "Connor and Three Other City Officials Sentenced to Jail®

= reported that Commissioner Eugene "Bull" Connor and other officials

were sentenced to serve forty-eight hours in the County Jail for contempt
of court., The Judge ruled that it was contempt when on 10/26/40, police
seized a print of a controversial motion picture film "French Girl's
Club", several hours after an injunction had been issued to prevent
interference with exhibition of the film.

62~ 44  -A YBirmingham News"
(7,4 /5??)/ 1/17/41 ’

S - P 1o
gun attacik made on his residence
4 nressed for expressions of suspicions 1s a <

()
af)j> naned several individual ne of whom was Bull Connor, Police
omniissioner of Birminghan. #stated, however, that hc had no

H reason ove that any o c¢sc¢ individuals were a party to the
~ attacic. stated that he had criticized Connor repeatedly and
2 had antagonized him to a considerable degree.

& 70-6401-5 p. 12
(28)y

the following recferences in the file captioned “Luxiliary
Folice, sirmingham, slabama% (94-1-27514), contain information pertaining
to a spcech given by a Burcau official on 3/15/42, in the hunicipzal
Auvditorimn, Birmingham, before a groupr of more than 4,000 auxiliary
police who had graduated from a trzining coursec. The request to have
: an FEI official speal beforc this group was made by Eugene "Bull®
{ - Conner, Public Safety Commissioner, Birminghan.

g SiRIAL S®ARCH SLIFP PAGE NULBER
: 1p. 1 . o)y
2 p. 1,2 (3940 W
3 p. 1, Encl. p. 2 _ (not indexed)
4 Encl. p. 1,3,4,5,6 (not indexed)
f".;’
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On 8/31/42, Eugene "Bull" Connor advised that
at the FBI w vestigation of the case of
(44-637). Connor stated tThat althoun
n S case ot take place within the city of

Birmingham and was outside of his jurisdiction he was communicating
with the President pointing out that investigations by federal
authorities at this time in this type of case were most dangerous to
national defense in view of the acute racial situation existing in the
South, and that such investigations would tend to precipitate violence
and resultant damage to national defense as same would cause Negroes
to revolt in vital industries.

442§37-5 p. 1

(3¢23)~

On 7/14/43, the Birmingham Office advised that recently there
had appeared in the Birmingham newspapers certain statements made by
Commissioner Eugene "Bull" Connor to the effect that detectives of the
Birmingham PD would check all prospective customers of state liquor
stores in Birmingham to determine whether or not they were complying
with the Selective Training and Service Act and if they were not they
would be reported to the FBI. '

'ﬂ"i\m*q‘moa

66-8054-4-46 p. 1
(11 28)v5 P

AR ‘m,"?a .

162-302-4<11 p. 5'6
(g LS
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100-10355-147 p. 10
(14)

, The Birmingham 0Sfice furnished an article from the 4/16/45
issue of the "Birmingham News" entitled "Hullins Says Policemen Should
Be Taught Scientific Methods." This article commented upon a speech
iven over the radio by former Police Captain Chester L. Kullins
1-2067), FBI NA graduate, in connection with his effort to displace
Eugene "3ull" Connor, Commissioner of Fire and Police at Birminghani.

1-2067-25 p. 1 Encl. . 1
(2y22)”

In September 1945, tugene Conner advised that he, as Comnis-
sioner of Public Safty in Birmingham, in conjunction with the Parents'-
Teachers' Association, had sponsored youth dances following high
school football games in an effort to eliminate vandalism and rowdiness

following night games.

62-26225-5-77 p. 1
(39)
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The following referdnces in the file captioned "Police
# Training-Birmingham" (1-1152-4) contain information concerning an in- 2]
- service training school held by the Bureau at Birminghai, Alabama, g
e during April and Hay 1947. While this school was in session Eugene ‘Egiz
b "Bull" Connor, Birmingham Public Safety Commissioner, wrote to the F
Director thanking him for making the training available and expressing
his aprreciation. Connor invited Mr. Hoover to come to Birmingham to
( speak at a joint mceting of high school beys of the county and to law
enforcenient officers.,

SEPILL SEARCH SLIP PiLGE NUMBER
16 p. 1 | (2¥52>”/~

21X' p. 1 (2422)

25 p. 1 (23

, This reference captioned "Bessemer, Alabama Folice Department®
(62-50677) scts out informction concerning the unauthorized use by the
City Commissioner of Bessener, slabama, for political reasons, of criminal

o identification records issued by the Lurcau onm
6”6/ ¥{ was the opinion of informanis tha lese recoras had
- (R 64

eined from Cosmissioner Zugene "5ull' Connor of the Birmingham

& .

i This information was reported by Birmingham letter dated
? 12/17/47.

E 62-20677-14 p. 1

5 C (726

.

‘ On 1/31/48, a press release was issued in Birmingham by

Sanuel Zoscph Hall (100-1548) in his capacity as chairman of the Alabanma
C’, Birmingham. In this press release Hall particularly attacked
Comrissioncer Eugene YBull® Connor, whom he blamed for promoting segrega-
tion and for advocating legislation which outlawsd the CP.

The 2/15/4€ issue of "The Worker" carried an article based
upon iiall's press rclease,

(continued on next page)
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(continued) 3 CONFIDERZITAL

: Hall's statement drew an immediate reply from Commissionmer

Connor and Gessner T. McCorvey of the Alabama State Democratic
Committee. Hall replied to them in a public statement printed in
the Birmingham newspapers charging them with being afraid to discuss
the real issues. ‘

| 100;1§ZE;38 p. 3

§%4138)3 32-262 p. 15
(12y297 P

\
The Justice Department advised that the Southern Negro Youth
Congress (SNYC) (44-2029? held a meeting in Birmingham on 4/30/48.
Shortly thereafter Louis E. Burnham, executive secretary of the SNYC
was taken by detectives of the Birmingham Police Department on
different occasions to City Commissioner Eugene Connor who warned
Burnham that their "mixed meetings" were illegal in Birmingham.

The Justice Department further advised that in connection
with events which took place in Birmingham before and after the
meeting in question, it appeared that wilful violations of the civi1l
rights statutes may have been committed by Commissioner Connor and the
detectives involved, and it was requested by the Justice Department
that Connor be interviewed to determine his version of all events in
question, his understanding of the legal basis for the arrests, and if
advisable, his motives and intentions in the matter. :

44-2029-8 p. 1,2
(3)7 ’

SI 44-2029-6 p. 1
‘ QW

88-3736-18 p. 4
(28)v§ P

brh -9-
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The following refercnces in the file captioned rSouthe O REITIAL
Fegro Youth Congressv(SKYC) (100-6548) contain information pertaining
to the activities of Cormiissioner Eugenc "Bull! Conpnor in attempting
to prevent the SKYC from holding a convention in Birmingham on April 30,
lay 1 and 2, 1948. '

SERIAL N SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER
S 323 p. 1 (30)V .
i 329 2. 1 (35)5:

330 n. 1 §14;L/

331 p..1 14)V

34 3 ~(14x§o)V/

o Do

1ingham Office called in regard to a

Oon 5/11/48, the Birr
int i ief of Police Buaene C n regarc

’ Burcau

‘|U) nad
and

YTy Connors concerning i
; t+o0 the conclusion that this was a roundabout
concernine

_é'woullAju
hinc h%%

mp

The Bureau concurred in the opinion of the Birmingham Office
that Connor should not be contacted at that time.

121-4328-1X11 p. 1
(38

The 9/8/A8 issue of the "DW" carried an article entitled
"rustiration of a Jimcrow Cop in Alabama] which reported that on the
previous Wednesday Henry Wallace, Presidential candidate, spoke in
Birmingham and that Zugene "Bull" Connor had attempted to enforce
searegation at the meeting., This article stated that Connor was a

~~ 1ittle man who "had risen in the ranks of US Steel puppetdom from a
iy furniture salesman to a regional fuehrer.”

100-2-75-A "DW" 9/8/48, p. 7
(12429

R
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N \ _Tre; "captioned -"Dynamiting of Negro Houses "1n ‘No

i8 * e .,u.' § . ‘ A bama, . Marc’h 25’ 194911 ( .200 ) :
e ! : gtiofifof fivc. colored.peopl cribedy
r iy i ers B -

ved into his résidences

Vi T VGOl , ene (Bull) Connor visited“HAIM-anased
: ; : at if hexdid: awzy his presence
that-ifhe: ! ‘H-place he would "
44%004- 2 p. 1,2
(3 3)»/5 ,
SI 44-2004-29 p. 1,2
(3%

The Birmingham Office forwarded excerpts from a speech given
by Commissioner Eugene "Dull" Connor at a convention of the Alabama
Sheriffs' and Peace Officers' Convention held in Birmingham on 6/23/49.

} In this speech Connor was very cosumiendatory of the Director.
o 94-1-651-228 p. 1, Encl.
& (11y48)V" ’

By letter dated 8/23/49, the Birmingham Office, in advising of
another matter, stated that if it were necessary for members of the
Birmingham PD to arrest Negroes for violation of a zoning law in
Birmingham that the arrests would be based on instructions of Ccrmis-
sioner Eugene "Bull" Connor, a States Righter who claimed that he
would arrest anyone violating this new ordinance.

94'3'1‘12357 Po 1
(35) vV

100-3<57-307 p. 5
(39¥21)
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i Jotter'and Fact Sheet enclosed
(29

M in thls recard had been widely p 2 1T e
2s a result sceveral local CP lecders, including Sem J. Hall
rife Sylviz Bernard Hall (100-347609) had left the city.

The 8/21/50 issue of the "DW" carried an article entitled
: "Lverything Decent is Called Commiunism by Llabama Cops." The article
- quoted Iirs. liall as relating several instances when Connor labeled
- different netters as "comunisn® which the article inferred werc not. -

100-347609-17 p. 3,4
(14) «

The 6/30/51 issue of the "Birmingham News" carried an article
captioned "Negro Group fo Seck FBI Probe of Policy, Action of City
Folice," which stated that Walter White, NAACP (61-3176) executive
secretary, announced in Atlantz, Georgia that he would confer with the
US 4G to seek a federal probe of the Birmingham PD. White made this
announcement after the NLACP, at a convention held in Atlanta, adopted

3 a resolution attacking the BDirmingham PD. This resolution stated that the
D Birmingham PD, undcr the ruthless direction of Commissioner Eugene
Connor, had established a shameless record for daily disregard of the

B elementary civil rights of XNegroes.
o : ;o : y 61-3176-A "Birmingham News,"
W - (4) 6/30/51

-12- ' u&
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On 1/18/52, the Justice Depa

article appearing in the 1/8/52 4
ticle had been reced f

>

100-3£32-368 p. 8

(126395,

r%méntAgurnished a Photo
N 3 : J

stat.of an

Y which

is article was in regard to

2 ! oner kuoenz Connor on charges arising out of

alleged immoral activities on the part of Connor in a hotel room. This
. article, captioned "'3ull' Connor Fined, Given 180 Day Suspended Jail

P Sentence”, reported that Detective Henry L. Darnell, member of the

. Birminghan Folice Department, in whose car dynamite had been placed,

’; accused Connor of wanting him killed. _
g B The Justice Department requested that Darnell be interviewed

e in view of the possibility that the Birmingham bombings might be found
o to involve Zirmingham City officials as implied by Darnell.

= 44-3553-6 p. 1, Encl. p. 1,2

(323)V
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his conference concerned information develope

Y
authorities with respect to the bonhd
advised that information obtained from the
ilabama investigators was generally to the eitec at Bull Conno

Bull O mri o

omes 1n Birmingham.

44-4036-510 p. 601
(23A1)Y”

4 100-7801-1633 p. 11
\ (30)

g
hnd that Connor did not 1ntenu to

i The 12/7/57 issue of the "Birmingham News" indicated that the
above explosion occurred that day.

 105-61538-14 Encl. p. 2
(15)

5
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The 10/21/58 issue .of the "NY Post" (94-8) carried an
article by Stan Opotowsky, a correspondent of that newspaper
concerning bombings in the South. This article stated that {he
mayors and police chiefs of fifty southern cities met in Jacksonville,

in early 1958 in an effort to halt the wave of dynamitings,
and that this group invited the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) to
furnish a list of known anti-Semites who would be suspected of this
type of activity. One of the names furnished the up by the. ADL
was that of Commissioner Eugene "Bull" Connor of Birmingham, who
waimin attendance at the meeting, ostensibly to seek an end to these
crimes.

94-8-173-A "NY Post," 10/21/58,
&11,2 po M-z )

A This reference captioned "Efforts of Mayor Haydon Burns,
Jacksonville, Florida, and Commissioner Eugene. "Bull" Connor to
Involve Bureau in Investigation of Recent Bombings" sets out detailed
information concerning the attempt of Commissioner Connor of the
Birmingham Police Department (62-33051) and Mayor Haydon to saddle the
Bureau with the investigative responsibility for bombings which
occurred during 1958 in Jacksonville and Birmingham.

The Birmingham Office noted that Conner's request for the
Bureau's entrance into the investigation was an attempt to unload the
matter on the FBI. It was further noted that having been unsuccessful
in several months of investigation, and confronted with the fact that

olice Department had gone ‘
to the point where it had
ons for the dynamiting of|

Conner sought a convenient way out.

Sprvas identified as the indiv
_img ed bombing of

62-33051-188 p. 1,3,4,5

V(,6,26)_.-
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3 - The 5/1/58 issue of .the "Florida Times-Union" Jacksonville,
Florida carried an article captioned "No Solution To Bombing Blasts
, Near" which reported on a conference to be held the focllowing Saturday
i in Jacksonville by mayors and police chiefs of Miami, Florida, _
i Nashville, Tennessee and Birmingham in an attempt to solve recent
-4 - bombings in those areas. Police Commissiomer T. E. Connor of
o Birmingham was to bring some very valuable information on 52 sticks
ﬁ of dynamite which had been placed in a synagogue in Birmingham but
( had failed to explode.

100-135-63-A "Florida Times - Union"

* (37)~ Jacksonville, Florida
. 5/1/58
SI 100-135-63-A "Jacksonville Journal"
(39). 5/4/58

7-9023-1 encl. p. 1
(22)/

’  2234§g§;4-84 p. 1
9 .

brh ‘ -16-
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The 9/12/58 issue of the "Birmingham Kews" carr
entitled "Connor Slams Door in Face of Rights Probers.” This article
stated that Commissioner Eugene Connor on that date closed the doors
of the Birmingham city jail and refused police cooperation with any
federal civil richts investigators or U.S. marshals involved in inte-
gration incidents. ' ‘

62-105210-A "Birmingham News,"
(10)/ 9/12/55

The 9/13/58 issue of the "lobile Press," liobile, Alabama,
carried an article entitled "Paterson Szys Alabama's Schools Will Not
Be lixed" which quoted Birmingham Policc Commissioner Eugene Connor
as stating that the Supreme Court's school integration order could
trigcer a season of violence in the South. ke stated further that
It means thet blood of both races will run in the streets.”

100-135-61-507 Encl. p. 3
(14),7" :

Cn 10/28/58, ¥ilson White: advised that the Chief of Police
2t 3irmingham, "Bull" Connoi’, had bcen invelved in a flagrant situation
which he, White, had just discussed with the US Attorncy in Birminghan.
white statcd that the Revercnd Shuttlesworth had gotten on a bus in
Birmingham the previous week and had failed to observe the Jim Crow
requlations and was thereupon arrested by the police. The Reverend kartin
Luther King sent a committiee of three to visit Shrttlesworth. While
these individuals were at Shuttlesworth's home on 10/27/58 they were
arrested at about 11:00 a.m. by the police and held without charges until
later in the day when they were released.

White belicved that a preliminary inquiry into a violation of
Civil Rights should be made.

100-135-61-521 p. 1
(30)v;5

% Apparently of the JusticeDepartment

..]_7- ) '
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o The 10/30/58 issue of the "Mobile Register," Mobile, Alabama,
reported that on 10/26/58, three Negro ministers were arrested in
Birmingham on vagrancy charges and were held for several hours before
they were released and the charges dropped. According to this article
the Justice Department, Washington, D.C. disclosed that it was
investigating the arrest of these individuals to determine whether
their civil rights had been violated. :

According to this article Police Commissioner Eugene
: Connor stated that Birmingham "does mot need any outside agitators
< coming into our city and dabbling into our affairs." :

) 100-135-61-523 encl. p. 4
< (14)_~ -

The 1/16/59 issue of the "Birmingham News" carried am article

entitled "In Comnor, FBI Ti f--Judge Lynne Rebuffs US in Jury Call."
This article stated that onl1/13/58, Attorney General Rogers asked for
an immediate Grand Jury probe after Commissioner Eugene Connor ordered
the police officers of the Birmingham Police Department not to give
information to the FBI about the arrest of three Negro ministers on
10/27/58. Hanibal Hillmon Hubbard (44-13806) was ome of these

: ministers. Judge Seybourn Lynne refused to recall the Grand Jury

i before 2/10/59. :

4 %g;}§806-A "Birmingham News" 1/16/59

63£4296-4-119 p. 3
#10,28)/ P
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5. ' On 11/20/58, the Atlanta Office advised concerning the °°m9&<;f’"
: bombing of The Temple, achip | According
E to the Atlanta Office

that

conferred with the four Birminghanl
articipa e investigation of the Birmingham bombings. This
conference was held in the officc of Commissioner Eugene Connor.

62-105023-735 p. 1
(10),”

On 11/21/58, the AG advised the Director that the Justice
Department was bringing in USA William L. Longshore from Birmingham to
discuss the attitudes concerning the matter involving Commissioner "Bull"
Connor of Birmingham,

44-13806-30 p. 1
(3,4'23)/

Corrclator's note: From a review of serial 33 in this file it appeared
that the above mentioned matter probably referred to the refusal of Connor
- to furnish certain information to representatives of the FBI.

On 2/9/59, the Birminchem Office discussed with Police
Conmissioner Eugene Connor the matter of notification to interested larw
enforcenent zcencies of any threats. Connor said that this was clear
t¢ hin and that he had no objection to notification to such agencies
since he realized thai it was the duty of local law enforcemcnt to
afford protection to its citizens:

el

62-105023-1332 p. 1
(10) ~

By letter dated 4/30/59, the Birminghan Office reported the
following:

"Bull Connor, Commissioner of Police, Birmingham Police
Department, is silent at the moment and we are apparently getting along
well with him.- I feel, in all sincerity, he was disappointed at not
having been indicted by a recent Grand Jury which heard a Civil Rights
case in which he was involved.

g - (continued on next page)
pag
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(continued) - ‘ €Ol 761::?'(

" The Birmingham PD recently solved a hit and run case, in
which case our Laboratory made an examination of evidence which was
most helpful in thc case. Connor was very complimentary to the
Laboratory, and it is felt that he is, although rather slowly, yet
surcly, becoming mo:c of a friend of the Bureau each day. Evidence of
this was his statement made before several people, 'Anybody who won't
coonerate with the FBI ain't honest'.”

62-105051-387 p. 2
(28)r/

The 10/24/59 issuc of the "Birmingham FPost-ierald", in an
article captioncd "Connor Says He'll Run for Comnittee," reported that
on 10/23/59 Bugcnc Connor stoted that he intended to run for Denocratic
Wational Comitteccniun from Alavana, Connor was & cclegate to the
nationcl convention in 1948 and was among the "walk-out" dclecates who
protcstec the strong civil rights platform of the Democratic Party.

%4;?;& "Bi;mi7gham FPost-Herald"
5). 10/24/59

The following refercences arce newspaper clippings which appear
in the file cantionzé "Segregation' and contain information concerning
the efforts of Conmissioner Zugene Connor to maintain scgregation.

Connor «.sked Pastor . L. Shuttlesworth to take a lie test concerning the
bortbing of his church and honc in Birminghan on 12/25/56. Shuttlesworth
stated that he would submit to such a test if Connor would submit to a-
lic test concerning his i340 sympathies, oraft and corruption in the
Birmingham PD, Connor's participation in bombings, and whether Connor
cncouraged police Drutality. Connor did not submit to such a test.

Connor, in campaigning fer the position of delegate to the
Democratic National Convenilon, wroie to President Kennedy to determine
Ilennedy's position on civil rights, A

TITLE OF ARTICLEL ' REFERENCE LARCH SLIP
PAGE NULBER
"Connor Sceks Stand On 62-101087-A "Birmingham (9)”
Scaregation” - News" 6/16/59 )
"Connor isks Negro Pastor to 62-101087-5-A "Birmingham (10)¢//
Teke Lic Test in Dombing" News" 6/3/58,
. P.

(continued on next page)
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(continued) ; oous}i({mr-‘,'
TITLE OF ARTICLE ) REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP
| PAGE NUMBER
? "Shuttlesworth Returns 62-101087-5-A "Birmingham (10)v
! Challenge of Connor" Post-
- Herald"
- "Connor Rejects Lie Test 62-101087-5-A "Birmingham (10)V”
; Challenge" Post-
i ' Herald"
6/5/58
| "Alabamians Denounce Court 62-101087-5-A "Birmingham (10)L”
Edict" Post-
Herald"
9/13/58
"Connor Asks Negro Leaders 62-101087-5-A "Birmingham (10)V”
To Halt Park Mixing Efforts" ‘ News™"
: 10/25/59
t? "Connor Called Irksome, 62-101087-5-A "Birmingham (37)v
- Ex-Jerseyite Praised" News"
i . 11/2/59

The 12/21/59 issue of the "Birmingham News" carried an
article entitled "Connor Says Bus Circulars Are Dangerous." According
to this article, Police Commissioner Connor branded as dangerous
circulars which had been distributed in Birmingham urging Negro citizens
to "ride desegregated" on city buses.

%g;11124-A "Birmingham News" 12/21/59
v

‘The 4/15/60 issue of the "Birmingham News" reported on a
speech given at Selma, Alabama on 4/14/60 by Connor. This speech was
in regard to segregation, ‘

~E-'~‘.‘,—151
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(continued on next page)
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(continued) cum:%;;,, o

e above issue of the "Birmingham News" indicated that |
Connor hadcalled two articles written by Harrison Salisbury which i
appeared in the "NY Times" and reprinted in the 4/14/60 and 4/15/60
issues of the "Birmingham Post-Herald", as a cheap attempt to smear
Birmingham.

157-4-4-1 encl. p. 5,7
e+t Pe 5l

Joseph O'Meara, dean of Notre Dame Law School, Indiana
(94-1-658) forwarded a copy of his introductory remarks made at the
Law Honor Banquet of Notre Dame Law School on 4/29/60. These
introductory remarks contained strong criticism of Commissioner -
Eugene "Bull" Connor, Birmingham, Alabama. O0'Meara described
Birmingham as a "police state"™ and specifically alleged that Connor's
ggstapo terrorized the Negro population and all who sought to befriend

em. :

94-1-658-489 encl. p. 2,3

11,29

| 105-66233-436 p. 1
| (15

This reference is a letter dated 8/1/60 from Eugene "Bull"
i ¢ Safety, Birmingham,advising that

(1-9248) had accepted Mr. Hoover's

Session of the FBI National

1-9248-12 p. 1

brh -22- R "‘/f/‘i\ -
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£ the "Pittsburgh Courier" carried an ™ ?6 o
Chiefs Hit With Suit". According to this

The 9/17/60 issuc o

i article captioned" B'ham Cop

s article a suit had been filed against Police Commissioner Eugene "Bull"
-3 Cconnor by the Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth and the Reverend Charles
i Billips who sought to have the Birmingham police -heads desist from

: sending officers to meetings held by the Alabama Christian lovement for

‘ Human Rignts (105-48948). The suit asked that officers be halted from

~ intimidating the people. This organization was headed by the Reverend

Shuttlesworth.

105-48948-4 "Pittsburgh Courier"
(38),~ 9/17/60

o Photostat enclosed
2 100-7801-41-2 Encl. p. 10
| (30

: The 11/15/60 issue of the "Birmingham News" carried an article
L captioned "Connor Flays Courd, N.0. Integration" which was in regard to
~ School Integration latters, New Orlcans (157-4-33). Connor was

critical of the federal government and the Supreme Court decision con-

cerning integration.

157-4-33~-4L "Birmingham News"
6,33  11/15/60

The 12/6/60 issue of the "Hontgomery Advertiser," iontgomery,
Llzbanz, in an article captioned "Integration Ruling Gets Tight-Lipped
Reception," stated that Birrmingham City Commissioner Eugene "Bull®
Connor who was also Alabama's Democratic National Committeeman, had
statcd that Yas long as we've got seagregation laws on the books in
- Birningham, we'rc going to continue to enforce them. This is just
s another casc of the Supreme Court meddling in our local affairs."
Clipping cnclosed
157-6-61-42. p. . 1
(18,330 -
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31
0@ne Bylg Connor, who was running fop re-eiecti
missioncr B1mxingham, SpPoke at a pe ting of the efferson
Cou Citizeng Councii in the interests of his Candidacy,
' 62-33051-190%1 p. 1
‘/{5’6 L)’

This reference, captioned "Freedon Ride-1967n (100-225892)
set forth information concerning 4011 calls obtained bursuant tq
Subnoena duces tecun Scrved on Charle D, rice, e
2nager of the Southern Bell Tele . -,
or defena i n i

55

100-225892.35¢ P. 2,16,17,18
(36) ~

- This inforr.xatién_
S/3/61, TS Anfo. ‘tion

Was furnisheq by Birminghap report da

ted

]
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advised

/5/6 The above information was sct out in Burcau memo dated
5/5/61.

62-33051-190X p. 1,2
f(7 9 26 2//-

e The Birmincham Office fowarded a copy of a letticr addressed to
- Zugene (Dull) Connor, Policc Commissioner, Birminghan, Alabama, which

had been reccived by the "3irmingham News." This letter, signed "An
organization dedicated to freedom” was postmarked at Washington, D.C.

on 5/16/61 and accused Connor of failure to enforce the law with

equality toward 211 races. This letter was critical of Connor concerning
a racizl incident which happened on 5/14/61.

The Birmingham Office recommended that no investigation be
conducticd, ' .

Copy of letter enclosed
9-0-4300 Encl. p. 1

1(2 ] 23y

SI 9-0-4305 p. 1

(2,23
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, The following references contaip information concerning tr?e(
arrival of members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) at the
Birmingham Bus Station on 5/14/61. Information was set out concerning
the activities of Police Commissioner Eugene Connor ip handling matters
pertaining to this group, also known as Freedom Riders. .

burned at Anniston, Alabama before it reached Birmingham, Connor was
reported to have remained at City Hall in Birmingham a11 day on 5/14/61.

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PACE NUMBER
 100-225892-232 ency. p. 1,2 - 414,30)
-238 p. 1 (305>~
- 157-227-43 p. 19,20 Aié,ss}{‘

149-1684-32 p. 5 (37
-84 p. 223,413,420,429,433,u6,32>/
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The following references contain information concerningooysyy.-... .
the arrival in Birmingham, on" 5/17/61, of members of the National ) G
Non-Violent Freedom committee. Many of these individuals, also
known as the "Freedom Riders," were arrested after their arrival at
the Greyhound bus station and placed in the Birmingham jail.
Information was set out concerning the activities of Eugene "Bull"
Connor, as Police Commissioner, in handling this situation.

It was reported that at about midnight or early morning of
5/19/61, Connor released these individuals from jail and had them
transported to the Alabama State line.

On 5/24/61, the Justice Department petitioned the U.S.

District Court, Middle District of Alabama to include Connor and

other Alabama public officials as defendants in a temporary injunction,
previously obtained, which restrained certain organizations from
interfering with the "Freedom Riders." Connor was charged with

failing to provide police protection for persons traveling in interstate
commerce through Birmingham, Alabama. At hearing held in the above
court at Montgomery, Alabama, on 5/29/61-6/2/61, Connor was released -
from the injunction on termination of government testimony.

REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER
157-373-5 p. 2 £19,33)"
6 p. 1 (19,34)"
7 p. 2 €19}
9 p. 2 A19,34)"
B 1o af
P. ’ :
175 p. 2 (31
316 p. 1 19,34)
341 p. 1,3 19,36}
346 p. 4,6,7,13 (36}
-A "Birmingham Post- (19)~
Herald," 5/30/61 _
/
100-225892-322 encl. p. 7,8 (14,30

The Birmingham Office forwarded an article from the 6/27/61
issue of the "Birmingham Post-Herald" entitled "Connor Offers Southern
'‘Manifesto' Suggesting 01d Laws Be Enforced."” Also forwarded was an
article from the 6/27/61 issue of the "Birmingham News" entitled
"Connor Lashes RFK, Mashals", These articles were in regard to a speech
made before the Alabama Sheriffs' and Peace Officers' Convention, at
Birmingham on 6/26/61, by Commissioner Eugene "Bull" Connor.

(continued on next page)
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(continued) ' corf---

The "Post Herald” article reported that Connor said "that as
long as Robert Konnedy is using the FBI to prosecute the peace officers
of the city of Eirmingham....they need not expect the PD of Birmingham
1o continue our policy of cooperation and assistance to them. If they
have no confidence in us, it is just human nature that we have no con-
fidence in them." :

o The Birmingham Office noted that the Birmingham PD had been
cooperative with that office in the past, and that it was not known
whether the statement made by Connor was a new policy. It was further
noted that since thc above mentioncd speech, contact had been nade
with the Birmingham FD with respect to investigations in certain cases
and that no indication was given that they would not cooperate with the
Burcau,

Above articles enclosed
94-1-651"319 Pe 1, ED.Cl. p. 1"4 o
A11,28)

‘ The 8/25/61 issuc of the "Birmingham News" carried an article
- entitled "Connor Bechind Bill Banning Rides" which stated that Birmingham's
' Commiissioner Lugene Connor was the man bacik of the bill outlawing .
freedom rides" in Alabama which was passed unanimously by the Alabama
Housc and Sencte, and signed into law on 8/25/61.

157-387-4 "Birmingham News®
(19) 8/25/61

; The 9/9/61 issue of the "Birmingham News" carried an article

: entitled "Officials Fire Fast Denial at Charges" which stated that
Conmissioner Eucenz "5ull® Connor denied charges that the Eirmingham FD
was guilty of brutality against Negroes. Connor stated he would welcone
# an investigation of these charges.

4-0-L "Birmingham News"
2

44
£3,23Y 9/9/61 p. 1

-28-
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On 12/17/62, the SAC of the Birmingham Office met with Public
Szfety Cosmissioner Bugenc "Bull" Connor and his top ranking officers
concerning the progress in the casec of the bombing of Bethel Baptist
Church, Birmingham, on 12/14/62 (157-762). Connor stated that he wanted
to do everything possible to solve this case and had ordered a sweeping
inquiry to include both white and Negro suspecis. He ordered his officers
to fully explorc the possibility that any individuals known to have been
active in "iJdl matters” might have had anything to do with the bombing.

157-762-89 Encl. p. 1,2,7
A20,34)" 7

The following references in the file captioned "Top Hoodluni
Frogram® (62-9) contain detailed information concerning Lugene "Bull®
Connor, Cormissioncr of Public Safety, Birmingham PD, during the period
from 1958 to 1963. :

The Birminchon Office advised that Connor had been cooperative
ch that office and had conducte a ~ping
n i Birnd anlarca.

Informantion
was 1urnishied concerning accusations against Connor's character as well
as accusations that he had stated to the operator of a club in Birminghan
that he would be advised of the next raid op the club. ‘

DEFERENCE SELRCH SLIP PAGE NURBER
62-9-4-63 p. 3,10,12,13 4,230
-89 p. 14-17 A38,40)”
-91 p. 2 (4,23}
-101 p. 1,2 | A(4,24)
_ -173 p. 26-28 | A4,24)
62-9-34-373 p. 215 | - (39?20)/’

-32- 0057<;:arttn




(continued) - . OOL'FIy???T.~r.

The above letter noted that there had been comménts in the
press that Connor would possibly rum for Governor. of Alabama in the
next election.

62-33051-192 p. 1 =
I/(7 ,26 )/.

Page 5 of the 3/19/62 issue of the "South" published at Auburn,
Alabamz by the Alabama News hiagazine, Incorporated, carried an article
entitled "Gubernatorial Openers kild But Promise Slugging Later". This
article stdted that during the previous week Eugene "Bull" Connor,
candidate for governor of Alabama, spoke at 2 rzlly held in a down-town
theater in Birminghan. In this speech, Connor promised to "sic the
Highway Patrol on any and all federal marshalls sent into Alabama in
connection with racial matters.” Connor spolie favorably in regard to
old-age pensions and the advancement of education. :

-Publications-ilphabetical Section,
"South".3/19/62, p. 5,6
"/(2, 22 )"/

This reference is a press releasz by the FWashington Capital
Rews Service dated 1/17/62 which stated that Police Commissioner Bugene
"3ull" Connor announced that day that he would run fo: Governor .of
Alebama in the 5/1/62 Democratic primary. He indicated that the race
issue would be in the fore of his campaign. Connor, a strong¢ segregation-
ist, said in a statement that Alabama "nceds a governor in the conming
four years whost the pcosnle can trust corpletely on this (race) dissue.
Cne who they kmow will cdo everythino that can be done to stop the
slaugiter of the richts of the states to make and enforce their own
laws on local issues.® :

-33051-A ‘‘ashington Capital
26).” Kews Service 1/17/62

157-632-29 Encl. p. 1
(20);."

=9
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A "Washincton Capital News Service" release, issued on 12/9/61,
stated that on 12/8761, a suit was filed in Circuit Court, Birmingham
4 by Eugene Connor against the Columbia Broadcasting System, for libel
- over a race relations telecast. This television program, broadcast on
“ 5/18/61, dealt with race relations in Birmingham. Connor asked for

' $500,000 for alleged defamation which he had suffered as a result of
the orogren,

T 229 anoo

157-387-4 Washington Capital Kews
(19).” Service- 12/9/61

The following references in the file captioned “Pesting of
Bus Facilitics Swhsequent to 11/1/61% (157-452) contain information
concerning the arrest of Ralph R. Sizemore, manager of thc lunch room of
the Greyhound Bus Station, Birmingham, on 11/3/61.

) Sizemore was arrestcd on orders of Police Cormnissioner Eugene
( #3ul1" Connor for allowing whites and Nogroes to eat together 1n the
' 1unch room in violation of a Birmingham segregation ordinance.

on 12/14/61, the U.S. Attorney filed a petition in US District
Court naming the City of Birmincham together with Connor and other
officizls as defendants and ecnjoined them to cease from making further

arrcsts in such cases.

On 12/20/61, Connor gave a release to the newspapers stating the
text of z letter he had written to President Kennedy requesting an
interview. According to the news relecase the PrgSident ignorea Connor's

letter. -
5 SERIAL SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER

40 p. 1,2 (Direcctor's notation) A19,34) ..

60 Encl. p. 1 . A20,34)

72 p. 1 (34}~

107 p. 1 . - A20,34)"

Sub A "Birmincham News" 12/20/61 A20%

By letter dated 10/17/61, the Birmingham Office advised that
Conmissioner Eugene "Bull" Connor had commented casually that he was
considering running for Governor of Alabama in the 1962 election.

S50
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(continued on next nage)
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October 1961, the Bureau was in contact with
irminghan Pollce Department in connection with Civil
explained his reluctancy in furnishing information
fronm his file ding these matters by stating that Comn1s51oner Eugcne
"Bull" Connor had directed that such information or the Police Department
files not be f to Burcau Agents in Civil Rights matters on a
ageneral basis.Wexplam% that this policy had been brought about
due to the fact an increasing number of this type of case had arisen,
and that it was the oninion of Connor that in praculcally all of these
cascs the complaints had becn ainec¢ throuch 1nvestlggt10n by the

Po to De without fovm‘.ctlon.ﬁs tztcd that it was Connor' s ominion
that man;- of tirese complaints nac ocen instigat:d by Negro organizations
such as the KiulP o the c¢roup led by Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth.

. P acviscd that it was thc policy of the FD under Connor's
instruc ns 10 discourage officers in furnishing signed statements to-

Burzau Agents in view of the fact that the officers are in the position
of any other defencdants accinst whon offenscs were charged or alleged
by the Justice Department “when an investigation was requystcc.

On 10/14/61, Connor_ visited the Birmingham Office o
offer assistance in a bank roboery investigation being concucted by the
Dirmingham Office. It was wecll imown, however, that Connor was nost
oucsnokcn acainst intcgration of the races.

It was noted by Zgents in rccent interviews w:rb_in con-
nection with Civil Plﬂhts nmatters that he had made statements indicating
that Comzissioner Conner had become more pronounced in his criticism of

the ¥3I and the Justice Departiient in conuuctlnn Civil Rights investiga-

“tions., It appecared that Connor's attitude may have resulted from injunc-

tion proceedings brought by the Justice Department against the Birmingham
PD in connection with the "Freedon Riders" incident in Alabama.

44-18193-7 Encl. p. 1,2,3,7
- A4,23).7

The 11/17/61 issu~ of the "Birmingham News" carried an
article captionecd “Connor Proposes Dixie 'lanifesto'", This article
stated that Connor had proposed a "manifesto for Southerners," which in
effect called for equal application of certain laws for both whlte and
Negro . This manifcsto called for the Negro to assume the responsi-
gllltles attendant on the social and polltlcal equality which the Negro

emanded.

44-0-4 "ﬁlrnlngham News®
(3 11/17/61
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¢ , 157-370-368 Encl. p. 1
. (33)/ .

The following references contain information concerning
speeches given or scheduled to be given by Eugene "Bull" Connor before
the following organizations, which were subjects of Burcau investigations.
In 1956 Connor was a candidate for Birmingham City Comnissioner and in
the same year was elected delegate from Jefferson County, Alabama, to
the National Democratic Conveniion. In 1961 he was a candidate for
Birmingham Police Comtaissioner. hany of these spceches pertained to
: matters of scgregation and appeared to be of a political nature in
o regard to his candidacy.

é ORGANIZAYIOR DLTH REFERERCD SE:RCI{ SLIP PAGE NUMBEX
Chilton County early 1956  105-46593-1  «15,31)"
- Citizens Council, p. 1
o Jemison, Alcbana
i Iincoln Citizens Late 105-47274-1  .{(15,31) 7
; Council, Lincoln January
Llzbanma 1956
< /
| Rocbuck White 2/28/56 105-45093-2 p.(15,31)"
i Citizens Council , y2
: Birmingham, Alabama ‘
. Citizens Council of 3/2/56 105-45092-2  v{15,31)
: Sylacauga, Alabama pP. 2
. Inniston Citizens  3/3/5G 105-45103-2  “A31)
. Council, Anniston, p. 5
B flabana
L Citizens Council of 3/8/56 105-45995-2  «(31)
“ 4ishville, Llabanma p. 1

(continued on next page)
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: (continued) . |
1? ODGANIZATION DATE REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP PAGEL RNUMDIR
= Citizens Council .  3/10/56 105-48121-1 415,31}
: of Bayview, Alabana , : p. 1,2 '
Coosa County 4/4/56 105-51293-2 p. (15,31) "
Citizens Council, 2,3 ' _
Vincent, Alabana )
_ South Alabama 4/12/56 105-50596-3  *(15,31)"
Citizons Council D.
(rreeting held in
lobile, iLlabzngc) ' -
, Coosa Valley A/21/56 105-46429-2 (31)_~
-~ Citizens Council, p. 4
s Vincent, iLlabanz
Citizens Council of 5/4/56 105-45069-7  41£,30)~
Torth birmingaai, De 2,5

102012

fitizens Comuncil S
of Li-ecomis, 1
Llabana

? Citizens Council 9/18/56 105-46266~6 (31)
‘ of i.ontcvallo, D. 1
( Llabens -

i the followine refercnces in the file captioned "Racial

: Conditions-Rirminchan® sct out inforumation concerning the activities of
Bucane “3ull" Connor, Birmingham Police Conzaissioner, in connection
with racial matters.

SYXOPSIS OF INFORIATION REFERLBNCE < ' SZARCII SLIP

. PAGE NUMDER
a; The 8/22/57 issute of ih: 100-135-4-216 Encl. (12)//
“ "sirmingham News,” p. 1 carried p. 3 ‘

an article entitled "Necgrocs isk
idixed Schools® which stated that
Connor, as Public Safety Commis-
sioner, was zutomatically an ex-

9fficio nentber of the school

vpoard and that he had said that ' R ' A
the schools would not be integrat- CORFIACTINT AT
ed, '

a4 (continued on next page)




