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Dear Sir or Madam:

On November 14, 1997, the President and the Secretary
of the Treasury decided to conduct a review to
determine whether modified semiautomatic assault rifles
are properly importable under Federal law. Under
18 U.S.C. section 925(d)(3), firearms may be imported
into the United States only if they are determined to
be of a type generally recognized as particularly
suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes.
The firearms in question are semiautomatic rifles based
on the AK47, FN-FAL, HK91, HK93, SIG SG550-1, and Uzi
designs.

As part of the review, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms (ATF) is interested in receiving
information that shows whether any or all of the above
types of semiautomatic rifles are particularly suitable
for or readily adaptable to hunting or organized
competitive target shooting. We are asking that you
voluntarily complete the enclosed survey to assist us
in gathering this information. We anticipate that the
survey will take approximately 15 minutes to complete.

Responses must be received no later than January 9,
1998; those received after that date cannot be included
in the review. Responses should be forwarded to the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Department HG,
P.O. Box 50860, Washington, DC 20091. We appreciate
any information you care to provide.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure
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GUIDES

Please report only on those clients who hunted medium game (for example, turkey) or larger

game for example, deer) with a rifle.

For the purposes of this survey, please count only individual clients and NOT the number of trips

taken by a client. For example, ifyou took the same client on more than one trip, count the client

only once.

1. What is the approximate number of your clients who have ever used manually operated rifles
during the past two hunting seasons of 1995 and 1996?

number of clients.

2. What is the approximate number of your clients who have ever used semiautomatic rifles
during the past two hunting seasons of 1995 and 1996?

number of clients.

3. What is the approximate number of your clients who have ever used semiautomatic rifles
whose design is based on the AK 47, FN-FAL, HK91, HK93, SIG 550-1, or Uzi during the past
two hunting seasons of 1995 and 1996?

number of clients.

4. From your knowledge, for your clients who use semiautomatic rifles, please list the three
most commonly used rifles.

Make Model Caliber

5. Do you recommend the use ofanyspecificriflesbyyourclients?

Yes{Continue to #6) No (You are finished with the survey. Thank you.)

An agencymay notconductorsponsor,andapersonisnotrequiredtorespondto,thecollection
ofinformationunlessitdisplaysacurrentlyvalidOMB controlnumber.
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6. If your answer to item 5 is “Yes”, please identify the specific rifles you recommend.
Make Model Caliber

7. Do yourecommend the use of any semiautomatic rifles whose design is based on the AK 47,
FN-FAL, HK91, HK93, SIG 550-1, or Uzi?

Yes (Continue to #8) ____ No (You are finished with the survey. Thank you.)

8. If your answer to item 7 is “Yes”, please identify the specific rifles whose design is based on
the AK 47, FN-FAL, HK91, HK93, SIG 550-1, or Uzi that you recommend.

Make Model Caliber

An agencymay not conductor sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, the collection
of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.
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Additional Comments by Hunting Guides

Additional comments:

(8) The respondent answered questions 1, 2, 3, and 5 with “None of your
business.” He then stated in question 4: "It's none of your business what
kind, make, model or how many guns law abiding citizens of the U.S. own,
prefer to shoot.”

(9) The respondent wrote that he was no longer in business but that he had
owned a waterfowl operation and upland bird operation (shotguns only) . He
added that assault rifles were not true sporting rifles and that they
should be limited to use by the military and law enforcement agencies.
However, he felt that true sporting weapons that can be modified into some
“quasi-assault weapons” should not be restricted. He stated that he
supported the effort to get military weapons off the streets but did not
want the rights of true sportsmen to be affected.

(10) Although licensed, the respondent did not guide anyone during the past
year.

(11) The respondent stated in question 6 that he recommends any legal caliber
rifle that client is comfortable with and that is capable of killing the
desired game.

(12) For question 6, the respondent replied that he didn’t recommend any
specific make or model, other than whatever his clients are most
comfortable using so long as the weapons are legal for the particular
game.

(15) The respondent stated that his organization was solely recreational
wildlife watching and photography.

(17) The respondent did not answer the questions but informed us that it is
illegal in Hawaii to hunt turkey with a rifle.

(23) The Respondent stated that the study rifles were more suitable for
militants than sportsmen. He added, “If they want to use these weapons
let them go back to the service and use them to defend our country, not
against it.”

(25) The respondent stated that, in his 35 years of conducting big game hunts,
he had never seen any of the study rifles used for hunting. He suggested
that the rifles are made to kill people, not big game.

(26) The respondent recommended bolt-action rifles for his clients but stated
that he doesn’t demand that they use such rifles. The respondent
recommended the study rifles in close-range situations in which there are
multiple targets that may pose a danger to the hunter (e.g., coyotes,
foxes, mountain lions, and bears) .

(27) The respondent stated that he recommended the study rifles for hunting but
not any specific make.



(32)

(35)

(40)

(41)

(44)

(47)

(49)

(50)

(51)

(53)

(57)

(58)

(59)

The respondent said that most of his clients are bow or pistol hunters.
He said that there is little if any use for the study rifles in his
outfitting service because it focuses on hunts of mountain lions and
bighorn sheep. However, he did recommend the study rifles on target
ranges and in competitive shooting situations and cited his right to bear
arms.

The respondent recommended bolt-action rifles for his clients.

The respondent stated that semiautomatic rifles (such as the AK47) and
others are useful for predator hunting.

The respondent said that he recommended only ranges of calibers deemed
suitable but not makes and models of specific rifles.

The respondent recommended the following calibers for hunting without any
specific makes or models: 30.06, 300 Win mag, 338, and 270.

The respondent stated: “YOU are asking questions about certain makes of
assault rifles, but you are going to end up going after ALL semiautomatic
guns . I’ve spent about 21 years HUNTING with shotguns and I’ve used
semiautomatic models. If you go down the list of times that one new law
didn’t end up being a whole SlOO [sic] of other laws I would be surprised.
Maybe some face-to-face with these weapons would be a good thing for
politicians. If they see how they are used in ‘the Real World’ then they
may make better amendments.”

The respondent specifically recommended the study rifles only for grizzly
bears or moose.

The respondent stated that his business involved waterfowl hunting, which
uses only shotguns.

The respondent replied: “It is my opinion this is a one sided survey, and
does not tell the real meaning and purpose of the survey. And that is to
ban all sporting arms in the future. The way this survey is presented is
out of line.”

The respondent stated: “I recommend to all my hunters that they join the
NRA, vote Republican, and buy a good semi-auto for personal defense.”

The respondent stated that most of his clients use bolt-action rifles. He
suggested that semiautomatics are not as accurate as bolt-action rifles.

The respondent stated that the survey did not pertain to his waterfowl
hunting business since only shotguns are used. He added that he did not
believe semiautomatics in general present any more threat to the public
than other weapons or firearms. However, he suggested that cheaply made
assault-type rifles imported from China and other countries are inaccurate
and not suitable for hunting.

The respondent stated that he had no knowledge of the semiautomatic rifles
beyond 30.06 or similar calibers for hunting. He added that he did not
have a use for “automatic” weapons.



(64)

(65)

(71)

(73)

(78)

(80)

(82)

(84)

(90)

(92)

(98)

(101)

(102)

The respondent stated: “We need to look at weapons and determine what the
designer’s intent was for the weapon. We really don’t need combat weapons
in the hunting environment. I personally would refuse to guide for anyone
carrying such a weapon.”

The respondent recommended the following calibers for hunting: 7mm, 30.06,”
.308, .708, 25.06, .243, 22.250, and 300 msg. However, he stated that the
study rifles are of no use to the sporting or hunting community
whatsoever.

The respondent stated that he mainly hunts elk but did not recommend any
additional information about specific firearms except for using 300 mag
and 7 mm mag calibers.

The respondent recommended any bolt-action or semiautomatic in the 30 or
7mm calibers. However, he stated that he doesn’t allow his clients to use
any models based on assault rifles: “They are not needed for hunting. A
good hunter does not have these.”

The respondent recommended bolt-action
Browning and Remington.

Although the respondent stated that he
see a reason to allow any rifles other

rifles for hunting, particularly

does not conduct guides, he did not
those manufactured specifically for

hunting and sport shooting: “All assault rifles are for fighting war and
killing humans.”

The respondent stated that he used shotguns only.

The respondent said that he did not allow semiautomatic or automatic
rifles in his business. He specifically recommended manually operated
rifles .

The respondent stated that all the semiautomatics like AK47s are
absolutely worthless and that he found no redeeming hunting value in any
AK47 type of rifle. He further explained that the purpose of hunting is
to use the minimum number of shells, not the maximum: “I have only known
1 [person] in 50 years to use an AK47. He shot the deer about 30 times.
That wasn’t hunting, it was murder.” He suggested that he would be
willing to testify in Congress against such weapons.

The respondent stated that he had been contacted in error, as he was not
in the hunting guide business.

The respondent recommended any rifle that a client can shoot the best.

The respondent wrote a letter saying that his business was too new to
provide us with useful information about client use; however, he stated
that the Chinese AK47 does a proficient job on deer and similar sizes of
game and may be the only rifle that some poor people could afford. He
said that he is willing to testify to Congress about the outrageous price
of certain weapons.

The respondent did not recommend rifles but recommended calibers .270,
30.06, .300, and 7mm.
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(103) The respondent stated that he had clients who used semiautomatic rifles,
but he didn’t know which makes or models.

(104)

(105)

(112)

(113)

(115)

(116)

(118)

(119)

(121)

(122)

(123)

(124)

(125)

(126)

(127)

The respondent recommended any legal weapons capable of killing game,
“including the types mentioned under the 2nd amendment.”

The respondent stated that the semiautomatic rifles used by his clients
were Remington.

The respondent stated that he could not provide any useful information
because his business was too new.

The respondent recommended whatever is available to knock down an elk.
He recommended specific calibers: 30.06, 300, or 338.

The respondent questioned why anyone would use a semiautomatic firearm to
hunt game: “Anyone using such horrible arms should be shot with one
themselves. Any big game animal does not have a chance with a rifle and
now you say people can use semiautomatic rifles.”

The respondent had had three clients who used semiautomatics with 30.06
and 270-caliber ammunition; however, he didn’t know the makes or models.

The survey questions were not answered, but the respondent wrote: “This
is a stupid survey. No one contends they hunt much for big game with an
AK47 . The debate is over the right to own one, which the 2nd amendment
says we can.”

The respondent recommended bolt-action rifles for hunting.

The respondent stated that he uses only shotguns in his operation.

The respondent recommended rifles with the calibers of .270 - 30.06 or
larger to the .300 mag or .338 mag. However, he said that anything other
than a standard semiautomatic sporting rifle is illegal in Colorado,
where his business is conducted.

The respondent, who is a bighorn sheep outfitter, stated that the
semiautomatic rifles have no place in big game hunting. He recommended
basic hunting rifles with calibers of 270 or 30.06.

The respondent, who hunts mainly deer and elk, recommended calibers 270,
30.06, 300 mag, 7mm, 8mm, or 338.

The respondent said that his clients did use semiautomatics, but he
didn’t have any specific information about which ones.

The respondent stated that the study rifles should remain in one’s home
or on private property. He would like to have some for personal use but
would not recommend them for hunting. He further expressed his
displeasure with the Brady bill and stated that criminals need to be held
accountable for their actions.

The respondent, who hunts mostly elk and deer, said that the AK47 is not
powerful enough to hunt elk; however, it may be ideal for smaller game,
like deer or antelope. He recommended any rifles of 30.06 caliber or
larger for hunting.
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(131)

(132)

(133)

(136)

(140)

(145)

(148)

(149)

(150)

(152)

(159)

(174)

(175)

(180)

(182)

(184)

The respondent recommended bolt-action rifles for his clients with
calibers .24, .25, 7 mm, or .30. He cited his preference because of
fewer moving parts, their ease to fix, and their lack of sensitivity to
weather conditions in the field. He added, however, that he had seen the
study rifles used with good success.

The respondent
cold weather.

The respondent

The respondent

stated that

recommended

the study rifles are

handguns for hunting

not worth anything in

in calibers 41 or 44 msg.

did not recommend any rifles by make, but he did recommend
a caliber of .308 or larger for elk.

The
and
and
old
but

The

The

respondent recommended any good bolt or semiautomatic in 270 caliber
up . He added: “I feel the government is too involved in our lives
seek too much control over the people of our country. I am 65 yrs
and see more of our freedom lost every day. I believe in our country
I have little faith in [organizations] like the A.T.F.”

responded stated: “Don’t send these guns out west. Thanks!”

respondent did not hunt turkey or deer and had no additional
information to provide.

The respondent said that he recommends specific rifles to his clients if
they ask, usually 270 to 7mm caliber big game rifles.

The respondent recommended Winchester, Remington, or any other
autoloading hunting rifle.

The respondent said that he recommended
rifles.

The respondent recommended any gun with

caliber sizes but not specific

which a client can hit a target.
He stated that the AK47 could be used for hunting and target shooting.

The respondent recommended bolt-action rifles to his clients.

The respondent said that most of his deer-hunting clients use bolt-action
rifles, such as Rugers and Remington, in calibers of 30.06, 270, or 243.
In his duck guide service, only shotguns are used.

The respondent wrote: “We agree people should not be allowed to have
semiautomatics and automatics. This does not mean that you silly
bastards in Washington need to push complete or all gun control.”

The respondent felt that the survey is biased because it didn’t ask about
hunting varmints. He stated that many of the study rifles are suitable
for such activity.

The respondent did not recommend single shots or automatics and only
allows bolt action or pumps for use by his clients.



(188)

(192)

(198)

The respondent wrote that the study guns are good for small game hunting:
“I have very good luck with them as they are small, easy to handle, fast.
shooting and flat firing guns.”

The respondent submitted a letter with the survey: “I do not recommend
the use of semiautomatic weapons for hunting in my area. Most Of these
weapons are prone to be unreliable because the owner does not know how to
properly care-for them in adverse weather. The FN-FAL, HK91, HK93, and
SIG SG550-1 are excellent and expensive weapons very much suited to
competition shooting.

“Have you surveyed the criminal element on their choice of weapons? I
suspect the criminal use of the six weapons you mentioned do law-abiding
citizens compare a very small percentage to the same weapon used. I
realize that even one wrongful death is too many but now can you justify
the over 300,000 deaths per year from government supported tobacco?

“Gun control does not work - it never has and it never will. What we
need are police that capture criminals and a court system with the
fortitude to punish them for their crimes.”

The respondent stated that this was his first year in and that it was
mainly a bow-hunting business.


