New Jersey State Law
NJ Stat. Ann.
Title 2C. New Jersey Code of Criminal Justice

Chapter 1. Preliminary

2C:1-5. *x* Limitation of local government laws. * ok Kk
d. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the local governmental units
of this State may neither enact nor enforce any ordinance or other local law
or regulation conflicting with, or preempted by, any provision of this code

or with any policy of this State expressed by this code, whether that policy
be expressed by inclusion of a provision in the code or by exclusion of that
subject from the code.

Chapter 39. Firearms, Other Dangerous Weapons,
and Instruments of Crime

2C:39-1. Definitions. The following definitions apply to this chapter and to
chapter 58:
a. “Antique firearm” means any firearm and “antique cannon” means a destruc-

tive device defined in paragraph (3) of subsection c. of this section if the
firearm or destructive device as the case may be, is incapable of being fired

or discharged, or which does not fire fixed ammunition regardless of date of
manufacture, or was manufactured before 1898 for which cartridge ammunition
is not commercially available, and is possessed as a curiosity or ornament or
for its historical significance or value.

b. “Deface” means to remove, deface, cover, alter or destroy the name of the
maker, model designation, manufacturer’s serial number or any other distin-
guishing identification mark or number on any firearm.

c. “Destructive device” means any device, instrument or object designed to
explode or produce uncontrolled combustion, including

(1) any explosive or incendiary bomb, mine or grenade;

(2) any rocket having a propellant charge of more than four ounces or any
missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than one-quarter of
an ounce;

(3) any weapon capable of firing a projectile of a caliber greater than .60
caliber, except a shotgun or shotgun ammunition generally recognized as suit-
able for sporting purposes;

(4) any Molotov cocktail or other device consisting of a breakable container
containing flammable liquid and having a wick or similar device capable of
being ignited. The term does not include any device manufactured for the pur-
pose of illumination, distress signaling, line throwing, safety or similar

purposes.
d. “Dispose of” means to give, give away, lease, loan, keep for sale, offer,

offer for sale, sell, transfer, or otherwise transfer possession.

e. “Explosive” means any chemical compound or mixture that is commonly used

or is possessed for the purpose of producing an explosion and which contains
any oxidizing and combustible materials or other ingredients in such propor-
tions, quantities or packing that an ignition by fire, by friction, by con-

cussion or by detonation of any part of the compound or mixture may cause
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such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that the resultant gaseous
pressures are capable of producing destructive effects on contiguous objects.
The term shall not include small arms ammunition, or explosives in the form
prescribed by the official United States Pharmacopoeia.

f. “Firearm” means any handgun, rifle, shotgun, machinegun, automatic or
semi-automatic rifle, or any gun, device or instrument in the nature of a
weapon from which may be fired or ejected any solid projectable ball, slug,
pellet, missile or bullet, or any gas, vapor or other noxious thing, by means

of a cartridge or shell or by the action of an explosive or the igniting of
flammable or explosive substances. It shall also include, without limitation,
any firearm which is in the nature of an air gun, spring gun or pistol or

other weapon of a similar nature in which the propelling force is a spring,
elastic band, carbon dioxide, compressed or other gas or vapor, air or com-
pressed air, or is ignited by compressed air, and ejecting a bullet or mis-

sile smaller than three-eights of an inch in diameter, with sufficient force

to injure a person.

g. “Firearm silencer” means any instrument, attachment, weapon or appliance

for causing the firing of any gun, revolver, pistol or other firearm to be

silent, or intended to lessen or muffle the noise of the firing of any gun,

revolver, pistol or other firearm. * ok oKk

I. “Machinegun” means any firearm, mechanism or instrument not requiring that
the trigger be pressed for each shot and having a reservoir, belt or other

means of storing and carrying ammunition which can be loaded into the fire-

arm, mechanism or instrument and fired therefrom.

j- “Manufacturer” means any person who receives or obtains raw materials or
parts and processes them into firearms or finished parts of firearms, except

a person who exclusively processes grips, stocks and other nonmetal parts of
firearms. The term does not include a person who repairs existing firearms or
receives new and used raw materials or parts solely for the repair of exist-

ing firearms.

k. “Handgun”  means any pistol, revolver or other firearm originally designed

or manufactured to be fired by the use of a single hand.

l. “Retail dealer” means any person including a gunsmith, except a manufac-
turer or a wholesale dealer, who sells, transfers or assigns for a fee or

profit any firearm or parts of firearms or ammunition which he has purchased

or obtained with the intention, or for the purpose, of reselling or reassign-

ing to persons who are reasonably understood to be the ultimate consumers and
includes any person who is engaged in the business of repairing firearms or

who sells any firearm to satisfy a debt secured by the pledge of a firearm.

m. “Rifle” means any firearm designed to be fired from the shoulder and using
the energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire a single

projectile through a rifled bored for each single pull of the trigger.

n. “Shotgun” means any firearm designed to be fired from the shoulder and
using the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a

smooth bore either a number of ball shots or a single projectile for each

pull of the trigger, or any firearm designed to be fired from the shoulder

which does not fire fixed ammunition.

0. “Sawed-off shotgun” means any shotgun having a barrel or barrels of less
than 18 inches in length measured from the breech to the muzzle, or a rifle

having a barrel or barrels of less than 16 inches in length measured from the
breech to the muzzle, or any firearm made from a rifle or a shotgun, whether
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by alteration, or otherwise, if such firearm as modified has an overall

length of less than 26 inches. * ok oKk

g. “Superintendent” means the Superintendent of the State Police.

r. “Weapon”  means anything readily capable of lethal use or of inflicting
serious bodily injury. The term includes, but is not limited to, all

(1) firearms, even though not loaded or lacking a clip or other component to
render them immediately operable;

(2) components which can be readily assembled into a weapon; * ok oKk
s. “Wholesale dealer” means any person, except a manufacturer, who sells,
transfers, or assigns firearms, or parts of firearms, to persons who are rea-
sonably understood not to be the ultimate consumers, and includes persons who
receive finished parts of firearms and assemble them into completed or par-
tially completed firearms, in furtherance of such purpose, except that it

shall not include those persons dealing exclusively in grips, stocks and

other nonmetal parts of firearms. * ok oKk

w. “Assault firearm” means:

(1) The following firearms:

Algimec AGM1 type

Any shotgun with a revolving cylinder such as the “Street Sweeper” or

“Striker 12”

Armalite AR-180 type

Australian Automatic Arms SAR

Avtomat Kalashnikov type semi-automatic firearms

Beretta AR-70 and BM59 semi-automatic firearms

Bushmaster Assault Rifle

Calico M-900 Assault Carbine and M-900

CETME G3

Chartered Industries of Singapore SR-88 type

Colt AR-15 and CAR-15 series

Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1 and Max 2, AR 100 types

Demro TAC-1 carbine type

Encom MP-9 and MP-45 carbine types

FAMAS MAS223 types

[*** Contact the New Jersey State Department of Law and Public Safety Of-
fice of the Attorney General for the complete list of restricted items.] * *

* *

(2) Any firearm manufactured under any designation which is substantially
identical to any of the firearms listed above.

(3) A semi-automatic shotgun with either a magazine capacity exceeding six
rounds, a pistol grip, or a folding stock.

(4) A semi-automatic rifle with a fixed magazine capacity exceeding 15

rounds.

(5) A part or combination of parts designed or intended to convert a firearm

into an assault firearm, or any combination of parts from which an assault
firearm may be readily assembled if those parts are in the possession or un-

der the control of the same person.

X. “Semi-automatic” means a firearm which fires a single projectile for each
single pull of the trigger and is self-reloading or automatically chambers a

round, cartridge, or bullet.

y. “Large capacity ammunition magazine” means a box, drum, tube or other con-
tainer which is capable of holding more than 15 rounds of ammunition to be
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fed continuously and directly therefrom into a semi-automatic firearm.

z. "Pistol grip” means a well-defined handle, similar to that found on a
handgun, that protrudes conspicuously beneath the action of the weapon, and
which permits the shotgun to be held and fired with one hand.

2C:39-2. Presumptions * ok Kk

b. Licenses and permits. When the legality of a person’s conduct under this

chapter depends on his possession of a license or permit or on his having
registered with or given notice to a particular person or agency, it shall be
presumed that he does not possess such a license or permit or has not regis-
tered or given the required notice, until he establishes the contrary.

2C:39-3. Prohibited weapons and devices.

a. Destructive devices. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any

destructive device is guilty of a crime of the third degree.

b. Sawed-off shotguns. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any

sawed-off shotgun is guilty of a crime of the third degree.

c. Silencers. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any firearm si-

lencer is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.

d. Defaced firearms. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any fire-

arm which has been defaced, except an antique firearm, is guilty of a crime
of the fourth degree. * ok Kk

f. Dum-dum or body armor penetrating bullets.

(1) Any person, other than a law enforcement officer or persons engaged in
activities pursuant to subsection f. of N.J.S. 2C:39-6, who knowingly has in
his possession any hollow nose or dum-dum bullet, or

(2) any person, other than a collector of firearms or ammunition as curios or
relics as defined in Title 18 United States Code, Section 921(a)(13) and has
in his possession a valid Collector of Curios and Relics License issued by
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, who knowingly has in his posses-
sion any body armor breaching or penetrating ammunition, which means:
(@) ammunition primarily designed for use in a handgun, and

(b) which is comprised of a bullet whose core or jacket, if the jacket is
thicker than .025 of an inch, is made of tungsten carbide, or hard bronze, or
other material which is harder than a rating of 72 or greater on the Rockwell
B. Hardness Scale, and

(c) istherefore capable of breaching or penetrating body armor, is guilty of
a crime of the fourth degree.

For purposes of this section, a collector may possess not more than three
examples of each distinctive variation of the ammunition described above. A
distinctive variation includes a different head stamp, composition, design,

or color.

g. Exceptions.

(1) Nothing in subsection a., b., c., d., e., f., j. or k. of this section

shall apply to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States or the
National Guard, or except as otherwise provided, to any law enforcement of-
ficer while actually on duty or traveling to or from an authorized place of
duty, provided that his possession of the prohibited weapon or device has
been duly authorized under the applicable laws, regulations or military or
law enforcement orders. Nothing in subsection h. of this section shall apply
to any law enforcement officer who is exempted from the provisions of that
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subsection by the Attorney General. Nothing in this section shall apply to

the possession of any weapon or device by a law enforcement officer who has
confiscated, seized or otherwise taken possession of said weapon or device as
evidence of the commission of a crime or because he believed it to be pos-
sessed illegally by the person from whom it was taken, provided that said law
enforcement officer promptly notifies his superiors of his possession of such
prohibited weapon or device.

(2) Nothing in subsection f.(1) shall be construed to prevent a person from
keeping such ammunition at his dwelling, premises or other land owned or pos-
sessed by him, or from carrying such ammunition from the place of purchase to
said dwelling or land, nor shall subsection f.(1) be construed to prevent any
licensed retail or wholesale firearms dealer from possessing such ammunition
at its licensed premises, provided that the seller of any such ammunition

shall maintain a record of the name, age and place of residence of any pur-
chaser who is not a licensed dealer, together with the date of sale and quan-
tity of ammunition sold.

(3) Nothing in paragraph (2) of subsection f. or in subsection j. shall be
construed to prevent any licensed retail or wholesale firearm dealer from
possessing that ammunition or large capacity ammunition magazine at its li-
censed premises for sale or disposition to another licensed dealer, the Armed
Forces of the United States or the National Guard, or to a law enforcement
agency, provided that the seller maintains a record of any sale or disposi-

tion to a law enforcement agency. The record shall include the name of the
purchasing agency, together with written authorization of the chief of police

or highest ranking official of the agency, the name and rank of the purchas-

ing law enforcement officer, if applicable, and the date, time and amount of
ammunition sold or otherwise disposed. A copy of this record shall be for-
warded by the seller to the Superintendent of the Division of State Police

within 48 hours of the sale or disposition.

(4) Nothing in subsection a. of this section shall be construed to apply to
antique cannons as exempted in subsection d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-6.

h. Stun guns. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any stun gun is
guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. * ok oKk

j.  Any person who knowingly has in his possession a large capacity ammunition
magazine is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree unless the person has reg-
istered an assault firearm pursuant to section 11 of P.L.1990,c.32(C.2C:58-

12) and the magazine is maintained and used in connection with participation
in competitive shooting matches sanctioned by the Director of Civilian Marks-
manship of the United States Department of the Army. * ok Kk

2C:39-4. Possession of weapons for unlawful purposes.

a. Firearms. Any person who has in his possession any firearm with a purpose

to use it unlawfully against the person or property of another is guilty of a

crime of the second degree.

b. Explosives. Any person who has in his possession or carries any explosive
substance with a purpose to use it unlawfully against the person or property

of another is guilty of a crime of the second degree.

c. Destructive devices. Any person who has in his possession any destructive
device with a purpose to use it unlawfully against the person or property of

another is guilty of a crime of the second degree. * ok Kk
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2C:39-5. Unlawful possession of weapons.

a. Machineguns. Any person who knowingly has in his possession a machinegun
or any instrument or device adaptable for use as a machinegun, without being
licensed to do so as provided in N.J.S. section 2C:58-5, is guilty of a crime

of the third degree.

b. Handguns.  Any person who knowingly has in his possession any handgun, in-
cluding any antique handgun without first having obtained a permit to carry

the same as provided in N.J.S. section 2C:58-4, is guilty of a crime of the

third degree.

c. Rifles and shotguns.

(1) Any person who knowingly has in his possession any rifle or shotgun with-
out having first obtained a firearms purchaser identification card in accor-

dance with the provisions of N.J.S. section 2C:58-3, is guilty of a crime of

the third degree.

(2) Unless otherwise permitted by law, any person who knowingly has in his
possession any loaded rifle or shotgun is guilty of a crime of the third de-

gree. * Kk Kk k

d. Other Weapons. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any other
weapon under circumstances not manifestly appropriate for such lawful uses as
it may have is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.

e. Firearms or other weapons in educational institutions.

(1) Any person who knowingly has in his possession any firearm in or upon any
part of the buildings or grounds of any school, college, university or other
educational institution, without the written authorization of the governing

officer of the institution, is guilty of a crime of the third degree, irre-

spective of whether he possesses a valid permit to carry the firearm or a

valid firearms purchaser identification card.

(2) Any person who knowingly possess any weapon enumerated in paragraphs (3)
and (4) of subsection r. of N.J.S.2C:39-1 or any components which can readily
be assembled into a firearm or other weapon enumerated in subsection r. of
N.J.S.2C:39-1 or any other weapon under circumstances not manifestly appro-
priate for such lawful use as it may have, while in or upon any part of the
buildings or grounds of any school, college, university or other educational
institution without the written authorization of the governing officer of

the institution is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.

(3) Any person who knowingly has in his possession any imitation firearm in

or upon any part of the buildings or grounds of any school, college, univer-

sity or other educational institution, without the written authorization of

the governing officer of the institution, while on any school bus is a disor-

derly person, irrespective of whether he possesses a valid permit to carry a
firearm or a valid firearms purchaser identification card.

f. Assault firearms. Any person who knowingly has in his possession an as-
sault firearm is guilty of a crime of the third degree except if the assault

firearm is licensed pursuant to N.J.S. 2C:58-5; registered pursuant to sec-

tion 11 of P.L.1990,c.32(C.2C:58-12) or rendered inoperable pursuant to sec-
tion 12 of P.L.1990,c.32(C.2C:58-13). * ok ok ok

g. The temporary possession of a handgun, rifle or shotgun by a person re-
ceiving, possessing, carrying or using the handgun, rifle, or shotgun under

the provisions of section 1 of P.L.1992, c. 74 (C, 2C:58-3.1) shall not be
considered unlawful possession under the provisions of subsection b. or c. of
this section.
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2C:39-6. Exemptions.

a. Provided a person complies with the requirements of subsection j. of this
section, N.J.S. 2C:39-5 does not apply to [*** Contact the New Jersey State
Police regarding the nine exempted categories].

b. Subsections a., b. and c. of N.J.S. 2C:39-5 do not apply to:

(1) A law enforcement officer employed by a governmental agency outside of
the State of New Jersey while actually engaged in his official duties, pro-
vided, however, that he has first notified the superintendent or the chief

law enforcement officer of the municipality or the prosecutor of the county

in which he is engaged; or

(2) A licensed dealer in firearms and his registered employees during the
course of their normal business while traveling to and from their place of
business and other places for the purpose of demonstration, exhibition or
delivery in connection with a sale, provided, however, that the weapon is
carried in the manner specified in subsection g. of this section.

c. Provided a person complies with the requirements of subsection j. of this
section, subsections b. and c. of N.J.S. 2C:39-5 do not apply to [*** Con-
tact the New Jersey State Police regarding the 15 exempted categories].

d. [Antiqgue weapons]

(1) Subsections c. and d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-5 do not apply to antique firearms,
provided that such antique firearms are unloaded or are being fired for the
purposes of exhibition or demonstration at an authorized target range or in
such other manner as has been approved in writing by the chief law enforce-
ment officer of the municipality in which the exhibition or demonstration is
held, or if not held on property under the control of a particular municipal-

ity, the superintendent.

(2) Subsection a. of N.J.S. 2C:39-3 and subsection d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-5 do
not apply to an antique cannon that is capable of being fired but that is
unloaded and immobile, provided that the antique cannon is possessed by
(a) a scholastic institution, a museum, a municipality, a county or the

State, or

(b) a person who obtained a firearms purchaser identification card as speci-
fied in N.J.S.2C:58-3.

(3) Subsection a. of N.J.S. 2C:39-3 and subsection d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-5 do
not apply to an unloaded antique cannon that is being transported by one eli-
gible to possess it, in compliance with regulations the superintendent may
promulgate, between its permanent location and place of purchase or repair.
(4) Subsection a. of N.J.S. 2C:39-3 and subsection d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-5 do
not apply to antique cannons that are being loaded or fired by one eligible

to possess an antique cannon, for purposes of exhibition or demonstration at
an authorized target range or in the manner as has been approved in writing
by the chief law enforcement officer of the municipality in which the exhibi-
tion or demonstration is held, or if not held on property under the control

of a particular municipality the superintendent provided that performer has
given at least 30 days notice to the superintendent.

(5) Subsection a. of N.J.S. 2C:39-3 and subsection d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-5 do
not apply to the transportation of unloaded antique cannons directly to or
from exhibitions or demonstrations authorized under paragraph (4) of subsec-
tion d. of this section, provided that the transportation is in compliance

with safety regulations the superintendent may promulgate. Nor do those sub-
sections apply to transportation directly to or from exhibitions or demon-
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strations authorized under the law of another jurisdiction, provided that the
superintendent has been given 30 days notice and that the transportation is

in compliance with safety regulations the superintendent may promulgate.

e. Nothing in subsections b., c. and d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-5 shall be construed

to prevent a person keeping or carrying about his place of business, resi-
dence, premises or other land owned or possessed by him, any firearm, or from
carrying the same, in the manner specified in subsection g. of this section,

from any place of purchase to his residence or place of business, between his
dwelling and his place of business, between one place of business or resi-
dence and another when moving, or between his dwelling or place of business
and place where such firearms are repaired, for the purpose of repair. For

the purpose of this section, a place of business shall be deemed to be a

fixed location.

f. Nothing in subsections b., c. and d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-5 shall be construed

to prevent certain carrying allowances. [*** Contact the New Jersey State
Police for details.]

g. All weapons being transported under paragraph (2) of subsection b., sub-
section e., or paragraphs (1) or (3) of subsection f. of this section shall

be carried unloaded and contained in a closed and fastened case, gunbox, se-
curely tied package or locked in the trunk of the automobile in which it is

being transported, and the course of travel shall include only such devia-

tions as are reasonably necessary under the circumstances. * ok Kk
j. A person shall qualify for an exemption from the provisions of N.J.S.
2C:39-5, as specified under subsections a. and c. of this section, if the

person has satisfactorily completed a firearms training course approved by

the Police Training Commission. Such exempt person shall not possess or carry
a firearm until the person has satisfactorily completed a firearms training

course and shall annually qualify in the use of a revolver or similar weapon.

For purposes of this subsection, a “firearms training course” means a course

of instruction in the safe use, maintenance and storage of firearms which is
approved by the Police Training Commission. The commission shall approve a
firearms training course if the requirements of the course are substantially
equivalent to the requirements for firearms training provided by police

training courses which are certified under section 6 of
P.L.1961,C.56(C.52:17B-71]. * ok ok ok

2C:39-7. Certain persons not to have weapons.

a. Except as provided in subsection b. of this section, any person, having

been convicted in this State or elsewhere of the crime of aggravated assault,
arson, burglary, escape, extortion, homicide, kidnaping, robbery, aggravated
sexual assault, or sexual assault, whether or not armed with or having in his
possession any weapon enumerated in N.J.S. 2C:39-1, or any person convicted
of a crime pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S. 2C:39-3, N.J.S. 2C:39-4 or
N.J.S. 2C:39-9, or any person who has ever been committed for a mental disor-
der to any hospital, mental institution or sanitarium unless he possesses a
certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist licensed to practice in New

Jersey or other satisfactory proof that he is no longer suffering from a men-

tal disorder which interferes with or handicaps him in the handing of a fire-

arm, or any person who has been convicted of other than a disorderly persons
or petty disorderly persons offense for the unlawful use, possession or sale

of a controlled dangerous substance as defined in N.J.S. 2C:35-2 who pur-
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chases, owns, possesses or controls any of the said weapons is guilty of a
crime of the fourth degree.

b. A person having been convicted in this State or elsewhere of the crime of
aggravated assault, arson, burglary, escape, extortion, homicide, kidnaping,
robbery, aggravated sexual assault or sexual assault, whether or not armed
with or having in his possession a weapon enumerated in subsection r. or
N.J.S. 2C:39-1, or a person having been convicted of a crime pursuant to the
provisions of N.J.S. 2C:35-3 through N.J.S. 2C:35-6, inclusive; section 1 of
P.L.1987,c.101 (C.2C:35-7); N.J.S. 2C:35-11; N.J.S. 2C:39-3; N.J.S. 2C:39-4;
or N.J.S. 2C:39-9 who purchases, owns, possesses or controls a firearm is
guilty of a crime of the second degree.

c. Whenever any person shall have been convicted in another state, territory,
commonwealth or other jurisdiction of the United States, or any country in

the world, in a court of competent jurisdiction, of a crime which in said

other jurisdiction or country is comparable to one of the crimes enumerated

in subsection a. or b. of this section, then that person shall be subject to

the provisions of this section.

2C:39-9. Manufacture, transport, disposition and defacement of weapons and
dangerous instruments and appliances.

a. Machineguns. Any person who manufactures, causes to be manufactured,
transports, ships, sells or disposes of any machinegun without being regis-

tered or licensed to do so as provided in chapter 58 is guilty of a crime of

the third degree.

b. Sawed-off shotguns. Any person who manufactures, causes to be manufac-
tured, transports, ships, sell or disposes of any sawed-off shotgun is guilty

of a crime of the third degree.

c. Firearm silencers. Any person who manufactures causes to be manufactured
transports, ships, sells or disposes of any firearm silencer is guilty of a

crime of the fourth degree.

d. Weapons. Any person who manufactures, causes to be manufactured, trans-
ports, ships, sells, or disposes of * * * firearms if he is not licensed or

registered to do so as provided in chapter 58, is guilty of a crime of the

fourth degree. * ok oKk

e. Defaced firearms. Any person who defaces any firearms is guilty of a crime
of the third degree. Any person who knowingly buys, receives, disposes of or
conceals a defaced firearm, except an antique firearm, is guilty of a crime

of the fourth degree.

f. Making armor penetrating bullets available.

(1) Any person who manufactures, causes to be manufactured, transports,
ships, sells, or disposes of any bullet, which is primarily designed for use

in a handgun, and which is comprised of a bullet whose core or jacket, if the
jacket is thicker than .025 of an inch, is made of tungsten carbide or hard

bronze, or other material which is harder than a rating of 72 or greater on

the Rockwell B Hardness Scale, and is therefore capable of breaching or pen-
etrating body armor and which is intended to be used for any purpose other

than for authorized military or law enforcement purposes by duly authorized
military or law enforcement personnel, is guilty of a crime of the fourth

degree.

(2) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prevent a licensed col-

lector of ammunition as defined in paragraph (2) of subsection f. of N.J.S.
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2C:39-3 from transporting the bullets defined in paragraph (1) of this sub-
section from

(@) any licensed retail or wholesale firearm dealer’s place of business to

the collector’s dwelling, premises, or other land owned or possessed by him,
or

(b) to or from the collector’s dwelling, premises or other land owned or pos-
sessed by him to any gun show for the purposes of display, sale, trade, or
transfer between collectors, or

(c) to or from the collector’s dwelling, premises or other land owned or pos-
sessed by him to any rifle or pistol club organized in accordance with the

rules prescribed by the National Board for the Promotion of Rifle Practice
provided that the club has filed a copy of its charter with the Superinten-

dent of the State Police and annually submits a list of its members to the
superintendent, and provided further that the ammunition being transported
shall be carried not loaded in any firearm and contained in a closed and fas-
tened case, gunbox, or locked in the trunk of the automobile in which it is
being transported, and the course of travel shall include only such devia-

tions as are reasonably necessary under the circumstances.

g. Assault firearms. Any person who manufactures, causes to be manufactured,
transports, ships, sells or disposes of an assault firearm without being reg-
istered or licensed to do so pursuant to N.J.S. 2C:58-1 et seq. is guilty of

a crime of the third degree.

h. Large capacity ammunition magazines. Any person who manufactures, causes
to be manufactured, transports, ships, sells or disposes of a large capacity
ammunition magazine which is intended to be used for any purpose other than
for authorized military or law enforcement purposes by duly authorized mili-
tary or law enforcement personnel is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.

* k% %

2C:39-10. Violation of the regulatory provisions relating to firearms; false
representation in applications.

a. Any person who knowingly violates the regulatory provisions relating to
manufacturing or wholesaling of firearms (8§ 2C:58-1), retailing of firearms

(8 2C:58-2), permits to purchase certain firearms (8 2C:58-3), permits to

carry certain firearms (8 2C:58-4), licenses to procure machineguns or as-
sault firearms (§ 2C:58-5), or incendiary or tracer ammunition (8§ 2C:58-10),
except acts which are punishable under section 2C:39-5 or section 2C:39-9, is
guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.

b. Any person who knowingly violates the regulatory provisions relating to
notifying the authorities of possessing certain items of explosives (8 2C:58-

7), or of certain wounds (8 2C:58-8) is a disorderly person.

c. Any person who gives or causes to be given any false information, or signs
a fictitious name or address, in applying for a firearms purchaser identifi-
cation card, a permit to purchase a handgun, a permit to carry a handgun, a
permit to possess or a permit to possess a machinegun, a permit to possess an
assault firearm, or in completing the certificate or any other instrument
required by law in purchasing or otherwise acquiring delivery of any rifle,
shotgun, handgun, machinegun, or assault firearm or any other firearms, is
guilty of a crime of the third degree.

d. Any person who gives or causes to be given any false information in regis-
tering an assault firearm pursuant to section 11 of P.L.1990, ¢.32(C.2C:58-
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12) or in certifying that an assault firearm was rendered inoperable pursuant

to section 12 of P.L.1990, ¢.32(C.2C:58-13) commits a crime of the fourth
degree.

e. Any person who knowingly sells, gives, transfers, assigns or otherwise
disposes of a firearm to a person who is under the age of 18 years, except as
permitted in section 14 of P.L.1979, ¢.179(C.2C:58-6.1), is guilty of a crime

of the third degree. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the con-
trary, the sentence imposed for a conviction under this subsection shall in-
clude a mandatory minimum three year term of imprisonment, during which the
defendant shall be ineligible for parole.

2C:39-11. Pawnbrokers; loaning on firearms.

a. Any pawnbroker who sells, offers to sell or to lend or to give away any
weapon, destructive device or explosive is guilty of a crime of the third

degree.

b. Any person who loans money, the security for which is any handgun, rifle
or shotgun is guilty of a disorderly persons offense. * ok oKk

2C:39-12. Voluntary surrender. No person shall be convicted of an offense
under this chapter for possessing any firearms, weapons, destructive devices,
silencers or explosives, if after giving written notice of his intention to

do so, including the proposed date and time of surrender, he voluntarily sur-
rendered the weapon, device, instrument or substance in question to the su-
perintendent or to the chief of police in the municipality in which he re-

sides, provided that the required notice is received by the superintendent or
chief of police before any charges have been made or complaints filed against
such person for the unlawful possession of the weapon, device, instrument or
substance in question and before any investigation has been commenced by any
law enforcement agency concerning the unlawful possession. Nothing in this
section shall be construed as granting immunity from prosecution for any

crime or offense except that of the unlawful possession of such weapons, de-
vices, instruments or substances surrendered as herein provided.

2C:39-14. Weapons training for illegal activities.

a. Any person who teaches or demonstrates to any other person the use, appli-
cation, or making of any firearm, explosive or destructive device, or tech-

nique capable of causing injury or death to a person, knowing or having rea-
son to know or intending that it will be employed for use in, or in further-

ance of, an illegal activity is guilty of a crime of the second degree.

2C:39-15. Advertising sale of machinegun, semi-automatic rifle or assault
firearm.  Any person who offers to sell a machinegun, semi-automatic rifle, or
assault firearm by means of an advertisement published in a newspaper circu-
lating within this State, which advertisement does not specify that the pur-
chaser shall hold a valid license to purchase and possess a machinegun or
assault firearm, or a valid firearms identification card to purchase and pos-
sess an automatic or semi-automatic rifle, is a disorderly person.
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Chapter 58. Licensing and Other Provisions
Relating to Firearms

2C:58-1. Registration of manufacturers and wholesale dealers of firearms.

a. Registration. Every manufacturer and wholesale dealer of firearms shall
register with the superintendent as provided in this section. No person shall
engage in the business of, or act as a manufacturer or wholesale dealer of
firearms, or manufacture or sell at wholesale any firearm, until he has so
registered.

Applications for registration shall be made on such forms as shall be pre-
scribed by the superintendent, and the applicant shall furnish such informa-

tion and other particulars as may be prescribed by law or by any rules or
regulations promulgated by the superintendent. Each application for registra-
tion or renewal shall be accompanied by a fee of $150.00.

The superintendent shall prescribe standards and qualifications for the reg-
istration of manufacturers and wholesalers of firearms, for the protection of

the public safety, health and welfare. He shall refuse to register any appli-

cant for registration unless he is satisfied that the applicant can be per-

mitted to engage in business as a manufacturer or wholesale dealer of fire-

arms without any danger to the public safety, health or welfare.

The superintendent shall issue a certificate of registration to every person
registered under this section, and such certificate shall be valid for a pe-

riod of 3 years from the date of issuance.

b. Wholesale dealer’s agent. Every registered wholesale dealer of firearms
shall cause each of his agents or employees actively engaged in the purchase
or sale of firearms to be licensed with the superintendent as a wholesale
dealer’s agent. Applications for agents’ licenses shall be submitted on such
forms as shall be prescribed by the superintendent, and shall be signed by

the registered wholesale dealer and by the agent. Each application shall be
accompanied by a fee of $5.00, and each license shall be valid for so long as
the agent or employee remains in the employ of the wholesale dealer and the
wholesale dealer remains validly registered under this section. The superin-
tendent shall prescribe standards and qualifications for licensed wholesale
dealers’ agents, for the protection of the public safety, health and welfare.

c. Revocation of certificate of registration or license. The superintendent
may, after reasonable notice to all affected parties and a hearing if re-

quested, revoke any certificate of registration or agent’s license if he

finds that the registered or licensed person is no longer engaged in the

business of manufacturing or wholesaling firearms in this State or that he

can no longer be permitted to carry on such business without endangering the
public safety, health or welfare. A certificate or license may be canceled at

any time at the request of the registered or licensed person.

d. Appeals. Any person aggrieved by the refusal of the superintendent to reg-
ister him as a manufacturer or wholesale dealer or a wholesale dealer’s

agent, or by revocation of his certificate or license, may appeal to the Ap-

pellate Division of the Superior Court.

e. Records of sales. Every manufacturer and wholesale dealer shall keep a
detailed record of each firearm sold by him. The record shall include the

date of sale, the name and address of the purchaser, a description of each
firearm and the serial number thereof. The records shall be available for
inspection at all reasonable times by any law enforcement officer.
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2C:58-2. Retailing of firearms.

a. Licensing of retail dealers and their employees. No retail dealer of fire-
arms nor any employee of a retail dealer shall sell or expose for sale, or
possess with the intent of selling, any firearm unless licensed to do so as
hereinafter provided. The superintendent shall prescribe standards and quali-
fications for retail dealers of firearms and their employees for the protec-

tion of the public safety, health and welfare.

Applications shall be made in the form prescribed by the superintendent, ac-
companied by a fee of $50.00 payable to the superintendent, and shall be made
to a judge of the Superior Court in the county where the applicant maintains
his place of business. The judge shall grant a license to an applicant if he
finds that the applicant meets the standards and qualifications established
by the superintendent and that the applicant can be permitted to engage in
business as a retail dealer of firearms or employee thereof without any dan-
ger to the public safety, health and welfare. Each license shall be valid for

a period of 3 years from the date of issuance, and shall authorize the holder
to sell firearms at retail in a specified municipality.

In addition, every retail dealer shall pay a fee of $5.00 for each employee
actively engaged in the sale or purchase of fire arms. The superintendent
shall issue a license for each employee for whom said fee has been paid,
which license shall be valid for so long as the employee remains in the em-
ploy of said retail dealer.

No license shall be granted to any retail dealer under the age of 21 years or
to any employee of a retail dealer under the age of 18 or to any person who
could not qualify to obtain a permit to purchase a handgun or a firearms pur-
chaser identification card, or to any corporation, partnership or other busi-
ness organization in which the actual or equitable controlling interest is

held or possessed by such an ineligible person.

All licenses shall be granted subiject to the following conditions, for breach

of any of which the license shall be subject to revocation on the application
of any law enforcement officer and after notice and hearing by the issuing
court:

(1) The business shall be carried on only in the building or buildings desig-
nated in the license, provided that repairs may be made by the dealer or his
employees outside of such premises.

(2) The license or a copy certified by the issuing authority shall be dis-
played at all times in a conspicuous place on the business premises where it
can be easily read.

(3) No firearm or imitation thereof shall be placed in any window or in any
other part of the premises where it can be readily seen from the outside.

(4) No rifle or shotgun, except antique rifles or shotguns, shall be deliv-
ered to any person unless such person possesses and exhibits a valid firearms
purchaser identification card and furnishes the seller, on the form pre-
scribed by the superintendent, a certification signed by him setting forth

his name, permanent address, firearms purchaser identification card number
and such other information as the superintendent may by rule or regulation
require. The certification shall be retained by the dealer and shall be made
available for inspection by any law enforcement officer at any reasonable
time.

(5) No handgun shall be delivered to any person unless:

(a) such person possesses and exhibits a valid permit to purchase a firearm
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and at least 7 days have elapsed since the date of application for the per-
mit;

(b) the person is personally known to the seller or presents evidence of his
identity; and

(c) the handgun is unloaded and securely wrapped.

(6) The dealer shall keep a true record of every handgun sold, given or oth-
erwise delivered or disposed of, in accordance with the provisions of subsec-
tions b. through e. of this section.

b. Records. Every person engaged in the retail business of selling, leasing
or otherwise transferring a handgun, as a retail dealer or otherwise, shall
keep a register in which shall be entered the time of the sale, lease or

other transfer, the date thereof, the name, age, date of birth, complexion,
occupation, residence and a physical description including distinguishing
physical characteristics, if any, of the purchaser, lessee or transferee, the
name and permanent home address of the person making the sale, lease or
transfer, the place of the transaction, and the make, model, manufacturer’s
number, caliber and other marks of identification on such handgun and such
other information as the superintendent shall deem necessary for the proper
enforcement of this chapter. This register shall by retained by the dealer

and shall be made available at all reasonable hours for inspection by any law
enforcement officer.

c. Forms of register. The superintendent shall prepare the form of the regis-
ter as described in subsection b. of this section and furnish the same in
triplicate to each person licensed to be engaged in the business of selling,
leasing or otherwise transferring firearms.

d. Signatures in register. The purchaser, lessee or transferee of any handgun
shall sign, and the dealer shall require him to sign his name to the regis-

ter, in triplicate, and the person making the sale, lease or transfer shall

affix his name, in triplicate, as a witness to the signature. The signatures
shall constitute a representation of the accuracy of the information con-
tained in the register.

e. Copies of register entries; delivery to chief of police or county clerk.

Within 5 days of the date of the sale, assignment or transfer, the dealer

shall deliver or mail by certified malil, return receipt requested, legible

copies of the register forms to the office of the chief of police of the mu-
nicipality in which the purchaser resides, or to the office of the captain of

the precinct of the municipality in which the purchaser resides, and to the
superintendent. If hand delivered a receipt shall be given to the dealer
therefor.

Where a sale, assignment or transfer is made to a purchaser who resides in a
municipality having no chief of police, the dealer shall, within 5 days of

the transaction, mail a duplicate copy of the register sheet to the clerk of

the county within which the purchaser resides.

2C:58-3. Purchase of firearms.

a. Permit to purchase a handgun. No person shall sell, give, transfer, assign

or otherwise dispose of, nor receive, purchase, or otherwise acquire a hand-

gun unless the purchaser, assignee, donee, receiver or holder is licensed as

a dealer under this chapter or has first secured a permit to purchase a hand-

gun as provided by this section.

b. Firearms purchaser identification card. No person shall sell, give, trans-
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fer, assign or otherwise dispose of nor receive, purchase or otherwise ac-
quire an antique cannon or a rifle or shotgun, other than an antique rifle or
shotgun, unless the purchaser, assignee, donee, receiver or holder is li-
censed as a dealer under this chapter or possesses a valid firearms purchaser
identification card, and first exhibits said card to the seller, donor,
transferor or assignor, and unless the purchaser, assignee, donee, receiver
or holder signs a written certification, on a form prescribed by the superin-
tendent, which shall indicate that he presently complies with the require-
ments of subsection c. of this section and shall contain his name, address
and firearms purchaser identification card number or dealer’s registration
number. The said certification shall be retained by the seller, as provided

in section 2C:58-2a., or, in the case of a person who is not a dealer, it may
be filed with the chief of police of the municipality in which he resides or
with the superintendent.

c. Who may obtain. No person of good character and good repute in the commu-

nity in which he lives, and who is not subject to any of the disabilities set

forth in this section or other sections of this chapter, shall be denied a

permit to purchase a handgun or a firearms purchaser identification card,
except as hereinafter set forth. No handgun purchase permit or firearms pur-
chaser identification card shall be issued:

(1) To any person who has been convicted of a crime, whether or not armed
with or possessing a weapon at the time of such offense;

(2) To any drug dependent person as defined in section 2 of P.L.1970,
€.226(C.24:21-2), to any person who is confined for a mental disorder to a
hospital, mental institution or sanitarium, or to any person who is presently

an habitual drunkard;

(3) To any person who suffers from a physical defect or disease which would
make it unsafe for him to handle firearms, to any person who has ever been
confined for a mental disorder, or to any alcoholic unless any of the forego-
ing persons produces a certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist li-
censed in New Jersey, or other satisfactory proof, that he is no longer suf-
fering from that particular disability in such a manner that would interfere

with or handicap him in the handling of firearms; to any person who knowingly
falsifies any information on the application form for a handgun purchase per-
mit or firearms purchaser identification card;

(4) To any person under the age of 18 years; or

(5) To any person where the issuance would not be in the interest of the pub-
lic health, safety or welfare.

(6) To any person who is subject to a court order issued pursuant to section
13 of P.L.[1991], c.[261](C.[2C:25-29]) (now pending before the Legislature
as this bill) prohibiting the person from possessing any firearm.

d. Issuance. The chief of police of an organized full-time police department
of the municipality where the applicant resides or the superintendent, in all
other cases, shall upon application, issue to any person qualified under the
provisions of subsection c. of this section a permit to purchase a handgun or
a firearms purchaser identification card.

Any person aggrieved by the denial of a permit or identification card may
request a hearing * * *,

e. Applications. Applications for permits to purchase a handgun and for fire-
arms purchaser identification cards shall be in the form prescribed by the
superintendent * * *,
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f. Granting of permit or identification card; fee; term; renewal; revocation.

The application for the permit to purchase a handgun together with a fee of
$2.00, or the application for the firearms purchaser identification card to-

gether with a fee of $5.00, shall be delivered or forwarded to the licensing
authority who shall investigate the same and, unless good cause for the de-
nial thereof appears, shall grant the permit or the identification card, or

both, if application has been made therefor, within 30 days from the date of
receipt of the application for residents of this State and within 45 days for
nonresident applicants. A permit to purchase a handgun shall be valid for a
period of 90 days from the date of issuance and may be renewed by the issuing
authority for good cause for an additional 90 days. A firearms purchaser
identification card shall be valid until such time as the holder becomes sub-

ject to any of the disabilities set forth in subsection c. of this section,

whereupon the card shall be void and shall be returned within five days by

the holder to the superintendent, who shall then advise the licensing author-

ity. * * k *

I. Restriction on number of firearms person may purchase. Only one handgun
shall be purchased or delivered on each permit, but a person shall not be
restricted as to the number of rifles or shotguns he may purchase, provided

he possesses a valid firearms purchaser identification card and provided fur-
ther that he signs the certification required in subsection b. of this sec-

tion for each transaction.

j. Firearms passing to heirs or legatees. Notwithstanding any other provision
of this section concerning the transfer, receipt or acquisition of a firearm,

a permit to purchase or a firearms purchaser identification card shall not be
required for the passing of a firearm upon the death of an owner thereof to

his heir or legatee, whether the same be by testamentary bequest or by the
laws of intestacy. The person who shall so receive, or acquire said firearm
shall, however, be subject to all other provisions of this chapter. If the

heir or legatee of such firearm does not qualify to possess or carry it, he

may retain ownership of the firearm for the purpose of sale for a period not
exceeding 180 days, or for such further limited period as may be approved by
the chief law enforcement officer of the municipality in which the heir or

legatee resides or the superintendent, provided that such firearm is in the
custody of the chief law enforcement officer of the municipality or the su-
perintendent during such period.

k. Sawed-off shotguns. Nothing in this section shall be construed to autho-
rize the purchase or possession of any sawed-off shotgun.

l. Visual distress signaling device. Nothing in this section and in N.J.S.
2C:58-2 shall apply to the sale or purchase of a visual distress signalling

device approved by the United States Coast Guard, solely for possession on a
private or commercial aircraft or any boat; provided, however, that no person
under the age of 18 years shall purchase nor shall any person sell to a per-

son under the age of 18 years such a visual distress signalling device.

2C:58-3.1 Temporary transfer of firearms; duration; presence of owner or
dealer.

a. Notwithstanding the provisions of N.J.S. 2C:39-9, N.J.S. 2C:58-2, N.J.S.

2C:58-3 or any other statute to the contrary concerning the transfer or dis-

position of firearms, the legal owner, or a dealer licensed under N.J.S.

2C:58-2, may temporarily transfer a handgun, rifle, or shotgun to another
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person who is 18 years of age or older, whether or not the person receiving
the firearm holds a firearms purchaser identification card or a permit to

carry a handgun. The person to whom a handgun, rifle or shotgun is tempo-
rarily transferred by the legal owner of the firearm or a licensed dealer may
receive, possess, carry and use that handgun, rifle or shotgun, if the trans-
fer is made upon a firing range operated by a licensed dealer, by a law en-
forcement agency, a legally recognized military organization or a rifle or

pistol club which has filed a copy of its charter with the superintendent and
annually submits to the superintendent a list of its members and if the fire-
arm is received, possessed, carried and used for the sole purpose of target
practice, trap or skeet shooting, or competition upon that firing range.

A transfer under this subsection shall be for not more than eight consecutive
hours in any 24-hour period and may be made for a set fee or an hourly
charge.

The firearm shall be handled and used by the person to whom it is temporarily
transferred only in the actual presence or under the direct supervision of

the legal owner of the firearm, the dealer who transferred the firearm or any
other person competent to supervise the handling and use of firearms and au-
thorized to act for that purpose by the legal owner or licensed dealer. The
legal owner of the firearm or the licensed dealer shall be on the premises or
the property of the firing range during the entire time that the firearm is

in the possession of the person to whom it is temporarily transferred.

The term  “legal owner” as used in this subsection means a natural person and
does not include an organization, commercial enterprise, or a licensed manu-
facturer, wholesaler or dealer of firearms.

b. Notwithstanding the provisions of N.J.S. 2C:39-9, N.J.S. 2C:58-2, N.J.S.
2C:58-3 or any other statute to the contrary concerning the transfer and dis-
position of firearms, a legal owner of a shotgun or a rifle may temporarily
transfer that firearm to another person who is 18 years of age or older,
whether or not the person receiving the firearm holds a firearms purchaser
identification card. The person to whom a shotgun or rifle is temporarily
transferred by the legal owner may receive, possess, carry and use that shot-
gun or rifle in the woods or fields or upon the waters of this State for the
purposes of hunting if the transfer is made in the woods or fields or upon

the waters of this State, the shotgun or rifle is legal and appropriate for
hunting and the person to whom the firearm is temporarily transferred pos-
sesses a valid license to hunt with a firearm and a valid rifle permit if the
firearm is a rifle, obtained in accordance with the provisions of chapter 3

of Title 23 of the Revised Statutes.

The transfer of a firearm under this subsection shall be for not more than
eight consecutive hours in any 24-hour period and no fee shall be charged for
the transfer.

The legal owner of the firearm which is temporarily transferred shall remain
in the actual presence or in the vicinity of the person to whom it was trans-
ferred during the entire time that the firearm is in that person’s posses-

sion.

The term  “legal owner” as used in this subsection means a natural person and
does not include an organization, commercial enterprise, or a licensed manu-
facturer, wholesaler or dealer of firearms.

c. No firearm shall be temporarily transferred or received under the provi-
sions of subsections a. or b. of this section for the purposes described in

377



section 1 of P.L.1983, c. 229 (C. 2C:39-14).

d. An owner or dealer shall not transfer a firearm to any person pursuant to
the provisions of this section if the owner or dealer knows the person does
not meet the qualifications set forth in subsection c. of J.J.S. 2C:58-3 for
obtaining or holding a firearms purchaser identification card or a handgun
purchase permit. A person shall not receive, possess, carry or use a firearm
pursuant to the provisions of this section if the person knows he does not
meet the qualifications set forth in subsection c. of J.J.S. 2C:58-3 for ob-
taining or holding a firearms purchaser identification card or a handgun pur-
chase permit.

2C:58-5. License to possess and carry machineguns and assault firearms.

a. Any person who desires to purchase, possess and carry a machinegun or as-
sault firearm in this State may apply for a license to do so by filing in the
Superior Court in the county in which he resides, or conducts his business if

a nonresident, a written application setting forth in detail his reasons for

desiring such a license. * ok oKk

2C:58-6.1 Possession of firearms by minors; exceptions.

a. No person under the age of 18 years shall purchase, barter or otherwise
acquire a firearm.

b. No person under the age of 18 years shall possess, carry, fire or use a
firearm except under the following circumstances:

(1) In the actual presence or under the direct supervision of his father,
mother or guardian, or some other person who holds a permit to carry a hand-
gun or a firearms purchaser identification card, as the case may be; or

(2) For the purpose of military drill under the auspices of a legally recog-
nized military organization and under competent supervision; or

(3) For the purpose of competition or target practice in and upon a firing
range approved by the governing body of the municipality in which the range
is located or the National Rifle Association and which is under competent
supervision at the time of such supervision or target practice; or

(4) For the purpose of hunting during the regularly designated hunting sea-
son, provided that he possesses a valid hunting license and has successfully
completed a hunter’s safety course taught by a qualified instructor or con-
servation officer and possesses a certificate indicating the successful
completion of such a course.

c. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, any person under the age of
18 years who violates any provision of this section shall be adjudged delin-
guent. ****

2C:58-7. Persons possessing explosives or destructive devices to notify po-

lice.

a. Any person who becomes the possessor of any explosive, destructive device,
or ammunition therefor, which is or may be loaded or otherwise dangerous,
except such as is possessed for any lawful commercial or other purpose in
connection with which the use of explosive is authorized or as is authorized

in subsection d. of N.J.S. 2C:39-6, shall within 15 days notify the police
authorities of the municipality in which he resides or the State Police that

the same is in his possession and shall present the same to them for inspec-
tion.
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b. When any such ammunition, explosive or destructive device is presented for
inspection it shall be inspected to ascertain whether or not it is loaded or

of a dangerous character, and if it is found to be loaded or of dangerous
character, it shall be destroyed or be unloaded or so processed as to remove
its dangerous character before being returned to the possessor.

c. Any police officer having reasonable cause to believe that any person is
possessed of any such ammunition, explosives, or destructive device shall
investigate, under a proper search warrant when necessary, and shall seize
the same for the purpose of inspection, unloading, processing or destruction,
as provided in this section, and the same shall not be returned to the pos-
sessor thereof until it has been unloaded or so processed.
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