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Mississippi State Law
MS Code

Title 97, Chapter 9. Weapons

45-9-51. Prohibition against adoption of certain ordinances.
Subject to the provisions of Section 45-9-53, no county or municipality may
adopt any ordinance that restricts or requires the possession, transporta-
tion, sale, transfer or ownership of firearms or ammunition or their compo-
nents.

45-9-101. License to carry concealed pistol or revolver. [ * * *  Contact the
Department of Public Safety for specifics.] * * * *

******* Effective 07/01/97, s.45-9-101 is amended by adding the following:
(19)  Any person holding a valid unrevoked and unexpired license to carry con-
cealed pistols or revolvers issued in another state having requirements sub-
stantially similar to those of this state shall have such license recognized
by this state to carry concealed pistols or revolvers, provided that the is-
suing state authorizes license holders from this state to carry concealed
pistols or revolvers in such issuing state to carry concealed pistols or re-
volvers in such issuing state and the appropriate authority has communicated
that fact to the Department of Public Safety.

Chapter 37. Crimes - Weapons and Explosives

97-37-1. Deadly weapons; carrying while concealed; use or attempt to use;
penalties.
(1) Except as otherwise provided in Section 45-9-101, any person who carries,
concealed in whole or in part, any bowie knife, dirk knife, butcher knife,
switchblade knife, metallic knuckles, blackjack, slingshot, pistol, revolver,
or any rifle with a barrel of less than sixteen (16) inches in length, or any
shotgun with a barrel of less than eighteen (18) inches in length, machinegun
or any fully automatic firearm or deadly weapon, or any muffler or silencer
for any firearm, whether or not it is a ccompanied bya firearm, or uses or
attempts to use against another person any imitation firearm, shall upon con-
viction be punished as follows:
(a)  By a fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or by imprisonment in the county jail for not
more than six (6) months, or both, in the discretion of the court, for the
first conviction under this section.
(b)  By a fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), and imprisonment in the county jail for not
less than thirty (30) days nor more than six (6) months, for the second con-
viction under this section.
(c)  By imprisonment in the State Penitentiary for not less than one (1) year
nor more than five (5) years, for the third or more convictions under this
section.
(d)  By imprisonment in the State Penitentiary for not less than one (1) year
nor more than five (5) years for any person previously convicted of any
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felony who is convicted under this section.
(2)  It shall not be a violation of this section for any person over the age
of eighteen (18) years to carry a firearm or deadly weapon concealed in whole
or in part within the confines of his own home or his place of business, or
any real property associated with his home or business or within any motor
vehicle.
(3)  It shall not be a violation of this section for any person to carry a
firearm or deadly weapon concealed or in part if the possessor of the weapon
is then engaged in a legitimate weapon-related sports activity or is going to
or returning from such activity.  For purposes of the subsection, “legitimate
weapon-related sports activity”  means hunting, fishing, target shooting or
any other legal sports activity which normally involves the use of a firearm
or other weapon.

97-37-5. Unlawful for convicted felon to possess any firearm, or other weap-
ons or devices; penalties; exceptions.
(1) It shall be unlawful for any person who has been convicted of a felony
under the laws of this state, any other state, or of the United States to
possess any firearm * * * or any muffler or silencer for any firearm unless
such a person has received a pardon for such felony, has received a relief
from disability pursuant to Section 925(c) of Title 18 of the U.S. Code, or
has received a certificate of rehabilitation pursuant to subsection (3) of
this section.
(2)  Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a felony and, upon
conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than Five Thousand Dollars
($5,000.00), or committed to the custody of the State Department of Correc-
tions for not more than three (3) years, or both.
(3)  A person who has been convicted of a felony under the laws of this state
may apply to the court in which he was convicted for a certificate of reha-
bilitation.  The court may grant such certificate in its discretion upon a
showing to the satisfaction of the court that the applicant has been reha-
bilitated and has led a useful, productive and law-abiding life since the
completion of his sentence and upon the finding of the court that he will not
be likely to act in a manner dangerous to public safety.

97-37-7. Deadly weapons; persons permitted to carry weapons; bond; permit to
carry weapon; grounds for denying application for permit; required weapons
training course.
(1)  It shall not be a violation of Section 97-37-1 or any other statute for
pistols, firearms or other suitable and appropriate weapons to be carried by
duly constituted bank guards, company guards, watchmen, railroad special
agents or duly authorized representatives, agents or employees of a patrol
service, guard service, or a company engaged in the business of transporting
money, securities or other valuables, while actually engaged in the perfor-
mance of their duties as such, provided that such persons are under bond in a
sum of not less than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for the lawful and
faithful performance of their duties, the cost which bond shall be paid by
the employer of such persons; and further provided that such persons have
first made written application and obtained an annual permit so to do from
the sheriff of the county in which they are employed.  Provided, however,
that where the duties of any person covered by the provisions of this para-
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graph may carry him into more than on county, such person may file a bond in
the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) with the Commissioner of Public
Safety, for the lawful and faithful performance of his duties, the cost of
the bond shall be paid by the employer of such person, and provided further
that such person has first made written application with and obtained a per-
mit so to do from the Commissioner of Public Safety, and said permit shall be
valid as a statewide permit.  No such permit shall be issued to any person
who has ever been convicted of a felony under the laws of this or any other
state or of the United States.
(2)  It shall further not be a violation of this or any other statute for pis-
tols, firearms or other suitable and appropriate weapons to be carried by
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks law enforcement officers, inves-
tigators employed by the Attorney General, criminal investigators employed by
the district attorneys, investigators or probation officers employed by the
Department of Corrections, employees of the State Auditor who are authorized
by the State Auditor to perform investigative functions, or any deputy fire
marshal or investigator employed by the State Fire Marshal, while engaged in
the performance of their duties as such, or by fraud investigators with the
Department of Human Services, or by judges of the Mississippi Supreme Court,
Court of Appeals, circuit, chancery, county and municipal courts.  Before any
person shall be authorized under this subsection to carry a weapon, he shall
complete a weapons training course approved by the Board of Law Enforcement
Officer Standards and Training.  Before any criminal investigator employed by
a district attorney shall be authorized under this section to carry a pistol,
firearm or other weapon, he shall have complied with Section 45-6-11 or any
training program required for employment as an agent of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

97-37-11. Deadly weapons - dealers to keep record of cartridges and weapons
sold.  Every merchant or dealer or pawnbroker that sells * * * pistols, * * *
or pistol or rifle cartridges, shall keep a record of all sales of such weap-
ons and cartridges sold, showing the description of the weapons and kind and
caliber of cartridges so sold, the name of the purchaser, and the description
of weapons and the quantity of cartridges and date of sale. This record to be
opened to public inspection at any time to persons desiring to see it. The
dealer who violates this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction shall be fined not less than five dollars nor more than twenty-
five dollars.

97-37-13. Deadly weapons - weapons and cartridges not to be given to minor or
intoxicated person.  It shall not be lawful for any person to sell, give or
lend to any minor under eighteen (18) years of age or person intoxicated,
knowing him to be a minor under eighteen (18) years of age or in a state of
intoxication, any deadly weapon, or other weapon the carrying of which con-
cealed is prohibited, or pistol cartridge; and, on conviction thereof, he
shall be punished by a fine not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00),
or imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding one (1) year, or both.

97-37-14. Possession of handgun by minor; act of delinquency; exceptions.
(1)  Except as otherwise provided in this section, it is an act of delinquency
for any person who has not attained the age of eighteen (18) years knowingly
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to have any handgun in such person’s possession.
(2)  This section shall not apply to:
(a)  Any person who is:
(i) In attendance at a hunter’s safety course or a firearms safety course; or
(ii)  Engaging in practice in the use of a firearm or target shooting at an
established range authorized by the governing body of the jurisdiction in
which such range is located or any other  area where the discharge of a fire-
arm is not prohibited; or
(iii)  Engaging in a organized competition involving the use of a firearm, or
participating in or practicing for a performance by an organized group under
501(c)(3) as determined by the federal internal revenue service which uses
firearms as a part of such performance; or
(iv)  Hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid license issued to such person by
the Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks or as otherwise allowed by
law; or
(v)  Traveling with any handgun in such person’s possession being unloaded to
or from any activity described in subparagraph (i), (ii),(iii), or (iv) of
this paragraph (a) and paragraph (b).
(b)  Any person under the age of eighteen (18) years who is on real property
under the control of an adult and who has the permission of such adult to
possess a handgun.
(3)  This section shall not apply to any person who uses a handgun or other
firearm to lawfully defend himself from imminent danger at his home or place
of domicile and any such person shall not be held criminally liable for such
use of a handgun or other firearm.
(4)  For the purposes of this section, “handgun”  means a pistol, revolver or
other firearm of any description, loaded or unloaded, from which any shot,
bullet or other missile can be discharged, the length of the barrel of which,
not including any revolving, detachable or magazine breech, is less than six-
teen (16) inches.

97-37-15.  Parent or guardian not to permit minor son to have or carry weapon;
penalty.  Any parent, guardian or custodian who shall knowingly suffer or per-
mit any child under the age of eighteen (18) years to have or to own, or to
carry concealed, in whole or in part, any weapon the carrying of which con-
cealed is prohibited, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction,
shall be fined not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), and shall be
imprisoned not more than six (6) months in the county jail.  The provisions
of this section shall not apply to a minor who is exempt from the provisions
of Section 97-37-14.

97-37-17. Possession of weapons by students; aiding or encouraging.
(1)  The following definitions apply to this section:
(a)  “Educational property”  shall mean any public or private school building
or bus, public or private school campus, grounds, recreational area, athletic
field, or other property owned, used or operated by any local schoolboard,
school, college or university board of trustees, or directors for the admin-
istration of any public or private educational institution or during a school
related activity; provided however, that the term “educational property”
shall not include any sixteenth section school land or lieu land on which is
not located a school building, school campus, recreational area or athletic
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field.
(b)  “Student”  shall mean a person enrolled in a public or private school,
college or university, or a person who has been suspended or expelled within
the last five (5) years from a public or private school, college or univer-
sity whether the person is an adult or a minor. * * *
(d)  “Weapon”  shall mean any device enumerated in subsection (2) * * * of this
section.
(2) It shall be a felony for any  person to possess or carry, whether openly
or concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol or other firearm of any kind, or any
dynamite cartridge,  bomb, grenade, mine or powerful explosive on educational
property. However, this subsection does not apply to a B.B. gun, air rifle or
air pistol.  Any person violating this subsection shall be guilty of a felony
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($5,000.00), or committed to the custody of the State Department of Cor-
rections for not more than three (3) years, or both.
(3)  It shall be a felony for any person to cause, encourage or aid a minor
who is less than eighteen (18) years old to possess or carry, whether openly
or concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol, or other firearm of any kind, or any
dynamite cartridge , bomb, grenade, mine or powerful explosive on educational
property.  However, this subsection does not apply to a B.B. gun, air rifle
or air pistol.  Any person violating this subsection shall be guilty of a
felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall  be fined not more than Five Thou-
sand Dollars ($5,000.00), or committed to the custody of the State Department
of Corrections for not more than three (3) years, or both. * * * *

97-37-31. Silencers on firearms - manufacture, sale, possession or use unlaw-
ful.  It shall be unlawful for any person, persons, corporation, or manufac-
turing establishment, within this state, to make or manufacture for sale in
the State of Mississippi, any instrument or device which, if used on firearms
of any kind, will arrest or muffle or tend to lessen the report of said fire-
arm when shot or fired. It shall be unlawful to sell, offer for sale or to
give away, in this state any such instrument or device, and it shall be un-
lawful for any person to own, use or have in his possession, any such instru-
ment or device. Any person, corporation or manufacturing establishment vio-
lating this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction,
shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars and not more than one hun-
dred dollars, or imprisoned in the county jail not less than thirty days nor
more than sixty days, or both.


