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fails to deny in a sworn statement given to the 
chief of police that he or she is not a seller of 
firearms within the city, after being requested to 
do so by the chief of police, then these facts 
shall be considered prima facie evidence that 
such person is a seller of firearms within the city. 
    10-509. Rules and regulations. The chief of 
police shall adopt and enforce, by rules and reg-
ulations, security requirements for the protection 
from theft of firearms and ammunition sold and 
maintained by the licensee. Such rules may re-
quire that licensee provide burglar alarm sys-
tems, separate storage areas for ammunition 
and other measures designed to prevent the 
theft of such merchandise from the premises of 
licensee. The chief of police shall also have the 
power to adopt other rules and regulations not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this article as 
may be necessary or desirable to aid in the 
enforcement of the provisions of this article. 
    10-511. Application for license.  
    (a) An application for a license shall be filed 
with the chief of police on forms furnished by the 
chief of police. Such application shall be accom-
panied by a fee in an amount established by re-
solution of the city council, and shall contain the 
following information: � 
    (b) The application submitted shall be accom-
panied by copies of the following licenses, per-
mits, and certificates: 
    (1) A valid federal firearms license issued in 
the name of applicant. 
    (2) A valid seller's permit issued by the State 
Board of Equalization in the name of applicant 
issued for the city. 
    (3) A valid certificate of eligibility issued by the 
California Department of Justice. 
    (4) A valid city business license issued for the 
retail sale of firearms. 
    (5) A statement of zoning code compliance in 
accordance with subsection (c) of this section. 
�. 
    10-519. Use of license by unlicensed 
person. No person holding a license required by 
this article shall permit any other person to use 
the license, the licensed premises or the licen-
see's name for the purpose of evading any pro-
vision of this article. 
    10-521. Posting. Every licensee shall keep 
the license prominently posted in a conspicuous 
and public place upon the premises specified in 
the license where such business is carried on. 
All other federal, state, and city licenses, certifi-
cates, and permits relative to conducting the 
business of firearm sales shall likewise be 
posted together with the firearm seller's license. 
    10-522. Prohibition of display of sus-
pended or revoked license. No person shall 
reproduce, duplicate, copy or alter an original 
firearm seller's license for the purpose of circum-
venting the requirement of this section by giving 

a false or misleading impression that any dupli-
cation of an original license is valid and that the 
appropriate fee therefor has been paid; neither 
shall any person exhibit a suspended or revoked 
license. 
    10-523. Transferability. 
    (a) Licenses shall not be transferable except 
as provided in this section. 
    (b) When a business for which a license has 
been issued is sold or transferred to one (1) of 
the transferees listed in this section, the chief of 
police may endorse a change of ownership on 
such license upon written application by the 
transferee. Only the following transferees or suc-
cessors shall be entitled to such transfer of per-
mit. 
    (1) Duly qualified representatives of licensees 
regularly appointed by courts of competent jur-
isdiction, assignees for the benefit of creditors, 
and spouses or children of deceased licensees; 
    (2) The surviving partner or partners of a dis-
solved partnership; 
    (3) A new partnership consisting of the mem-
bers of a predecessor partnership, plus their 
spouse or spouses of any such members; 
    (4) A new corporation organized and con-
trolled by an individual or unincorporated licen-
see for the purpose of acquiring, and which has 
acquired the assets of the business previously 
owned and operated by such licensee; 
    (5) Upon dissolution of a closely held corpor-
ation, the stockholders to whom the assets are 
distributed. 
    (c) A transferee or successor entitled to a 
transfer of a license must file an application for 
such transfer with the chief of police within thirty 
(30) days after he assumes [ownership or con-
trol] of the business. The chief of police may re-
quire such evidence of the transfer of ownership 
or control as he deems necessary. A fee equal 
to twenty (20) percent of the original fee for the 
license shall accompany the application. 
    (d) The chief of police shall transfer the li-
cense to an applicant entitled to such transfer 
unless he finds that the transfer will adversely 
affect the peace, health, safety, and general wel-
fare of the public or that the transferee does not 
possess the qualifications required of original 
applicants. 
    10-524. Change of location. Where no con-
flict exists with the city's zoning regulations, as 
evidenced by a new statement of zoning code 
compliance pursuant to subsection 10-511(c), a 
change of location may be endorsed on a fire-
arm seller's license by the chief of police upon 
written application by a licensee, accompanied 
by a change of location fee equal to twenty (20) 
percent of the original fee for the firearm seller's 
license shall accompany the application. 
    10-525. No refund upon termination of bus-
iness. The license fee paid under the terms of 

this article is not refundable upon termination of 
a business or for any unused portion or term of a 
license period. 
    10-526. Right of entry. The chief of police or 
any police officer shall have the power and 
authority to enter the premises of any business 
engaging in firearms sales, leases or transfers 
for which a license is required during business 
hours, free of any charge, and at such other 
times as may be reasonable following due pro-
cess of law, and request a display of the re-
quired license together with any other federal, 
state, and city licenses, certificates, and permits 
relative to conducting the business of firearm 
sales. No person having custody or control of 
such place of business shall fail to comply with 
any such request. 
    10-527. Penalty for violation. Every violation 
of the provisions of this article shall be deemed 
to be a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punishable as provided for in 
section 1-8 of this Code. Each day any violation 
of any said provision of this article shall cons-
titute a separate offense. 
 
[Current through Santa Ana Ordinance No. 
2433 (June 19, 2000)] 
 

Publisher�s Notes: 
 
The following jurisdictions restrict the age at 
which it is lawful for a person to purchase or 
receive a firearm: Alameda County, Artesia, 
Baldwin Park, Bellflower, Belmont, Beverly Hills, 
Burbank, Carson, Cerritos, Chula Vista, Culver 
City, Daly City, El Monte, Foster, Gardena, Hay-
ward, La Mesa, Lakewood, Los Angeles County, 
Monterey Park, Placentia, San Bernardino 
County, San Marino, Santa Barbara, Santa Fe 
Springs, Santa Maria, Selma, Stockton, Temple 
City, Union City, and Walnut Creek. 
 
The following jurisdictions restrict the sale of 
firearms (require record keeping and/or local 
license to sell): Baldwin Park, Beverly Hills, 
Burbank, Chowchilla, Chula Vista, Cupertino, 
Daly City, El Monte, El Segundo, Lompoc, Man-
teca, Merced, Oceanside, Oxnard, Palmdale, 
Palo Alto, Pasa-dena, San Bernardino County, 
San Diego County, Santa Barbara, Santa Bar-
bara County, Stanislaus County, and Stockton. 
 
Carson restricts the sale, possession, or re-
ceipt of fully automatic weapons and short-
barreled shotguns. 
 
Thousand Oaks prohibit swap meet ex-
changes or sales. 
 

COLORADO 
COLO. REV. STAT. 

Title 12. Professions and Occupations 
 

Article 26. Firearms Dealers 
 
    12-26-101. Definitions. As used in this art-
icle, unless the context otherwise requires:  
    (1) (a) "Firearms" means a pistol, revolver, or 
other weapon of any description, loaded or un-
loaded, from which any shot, bullet, or other mis-
sile can be discharged, the length of the barrel 
of which, not including any revolving, detach-

able, or magazine breech, does not exceed 
twelve inches.  
    (b) "Firearms" does not include firearms, as 
defined in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1), 
for which ammunition is not sold or which there 
is reasonable ground for believing are not 
capable of being effectually used. 
    12-26-102. Retail dealers - record - inspec-
tion. Every individual, firm, or corporation en-
gaged, within this state, in the retail sale, rental, 
or exchange of firearms, pistols, or revolvers 

shall keep a record of each pistol or revolver 
sold, rented, or exchanged at retail. The record 
shall be made at the time of the transaction in a 
book kept for that purpose and shall include the 
name of the person to whom the pistol or revolv-
er is sold or rented or with whom exchanged; his 
age, occupation, residence, and, if residing in a 
city, the street and number therein where he re-
sides; the make, caliber, and finish of said pistol 
or revolver, together with its number and serial 
letter, if any; the date of the sale, rental, or ex-
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change of said pistol or revolver; and the name 
of the employee or other person making such 
sale, rental, or exchange. The record book shall 
be open at all times to the inspection of any duly 
authorized police officer.  
    12-26-103. Record - failure to make - pen-
alty. Every individual, firm, or corporation who 
fails to keep the record provided for in section 
12-26-102 or who refuses to exhibit such record 
when requested by a police officer and any pur-
chaser, lessee, or exchanger of a pistol or re-
volver who, in connection with the making of 
such record, gives false information is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-
five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, 
or by imprisonment in the county jail for not 
more than one year, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

 
Article 27. Firearms - Purchase in 

Contiguous State 
 

    12-27-101. Legislative declaration - non-
resident. 
    (1) It is declared by the general assembly that 
it is lawful for a licensed importer, licensed man-
ufacturer, licensed dealer, or a licensed collector 
(licensed under the federal "Gun Control Act of 
1968") whose place of business is in this state to 
sell or deliver a rifle or shotgun to a resident of a 
state contiguous to this state, subject to the 
following restrictions and requirements:  
    (a) The purchaser's state of residence must 
permit such sale or delivery by law.  
    (b) The sale must fully comply with the legal 
conditions of sale in both such contiguous 
states.  
    (c) The purchaser and the licensee must have 
complied, prior to the sale or delivery for sale of 
the rifle or shotgun, with all of the requirements 
of section 922 (c) of the federal "Gun Control Act 
of 1968" applicable to interstate transactions 
other than those at the licensee's business 
premises. 
    12-27-102. Legislative declaration - resi-
dents. 
    (1) It is declared by the general assembly that 
it is lawful for a resident of this state, otherwise 
qualified, to purchase or receive delivery of a 
rifle or shotgun in a state contiguous to this 
state, subject to the following restrictions and 
requirements:  
    (a) The sale must fully comply with the legal 
conditions of sale in both such contiguous 
states;  
    (b) The purchaser and the licensee must have 
complied, prior to the sale or delivery for sale of 
the rifle or shotgun, with all of the requirements 
of section 922 (c) of the federal "Gun Control Act 
of 1968", applicable to interstate transactions 
other than at the licensee's business premises. 
    12-27-103. Definitions. As used in this art-
icle, unless the context otherwise requires:  
    (1) "A state contiguous to this state" 
means any state having a common border with 
this state.  
    (2) All other terms shall be construed as such 
terms are defined in the federal "Gun Control Act 
of 1968". 
    12-27-104. Article does not apply - when. 
    (1) The provisions of this article do not apply 
to:  
    (a) Transactions between licensed importers, 
licensed manufacturers, licensed dealers, and 
licensed collectors;  
    (b) The loan or rental of a firearm to any 
person for temporary use for lawful sporting pur-
poses;  

    (c) A person who is participating in any organ-
ized rifle or shotgun match or contest, or is en-
gaged in hunting, in a state other than his state 
of residence and whose rifle or shotgun has 
been lost or stolen or has become inoperative in 
such other state, and who purchases a rifle or 
shotgun in such other state from a licensed 
dealer if such person presents to such dealer a 
sworn statement:  
    (I) That his rifle or shotgun was lost or stolen 
or became inoperative while participating in such 
a match or contest, or while engaged in hunting, 
in such other state; and  
    (II) Identifying the chief law enforcement 
officer of the locality in which such person 
resides, to whom such licensed dealer shall 
forward such statement by registered mail. 
 

Title 18, Article 12. Offenses Relating to 
Firearms and Weapons 

 
    18-12-101. Definitions.  
    (1) As used in this article, unless the context 
otherwise requires: 
    (a) "Adult" means any person eighteen years 
of age or older. � 
    (b) "Bomb" means any explosive or incendi-
ary device or molotov cocktail as defined in sec-
tion 9-7-103, C.R.S., or any chemical device 
which causes or can cause an explosion, which 
is not specifically designed for lawful and legiti-
mate use in the hands of its possessor. 
    (c) "Firearm silencer" means any instru-
ment, attachment, weapon, or appliance for 
causing the firing of any gun, revolver, pistol, or 
other firearm to be silent or intended to lessen or 
muffle the noise of the firing of any such 
weapon. 
    (d) "Gas gun" means a device designed for 
projecting gas-filled projectiles which release 
their contents after having been projected from 
the device and includes projectiles designed for 
use in such a device. � 
    (e.5) "Handgun" means a pistol, revolver, or 
other firearm of any description, loaded or un-
loaded, from which any shot, bullet, or other mis-
sile can be discharged, the length of the barrel 
of which, not including any revolving, detach-
able, or magazine breech, does not exceed 
twelve inches.  
    (e.7) "Juvenile" means any person under the 
age of eighteen years. � 
    (g) "Machine gun" means any firearm, 
whatever its size and usual designation, that 
shoots automatically more than one shot, with-
out manual reloading, by a single function of the 
trigger.  
    (h) "Short rifle" means a rifle having a barrel 
less than sixteen inches long or an overall length 
of less than twenty-six inches.  
    (i) "Short shotgun" means a shotgun having 
a barrel or barrels less than eighteen inches 
long or an overall length of less than twenty-six 
inches. 
    (i.5) "Stun gun" means a device capable of 
temporarily immobilizing a person by the inflic-
tion of an electrical charge. � 
    (2) It shall be an affirmative defense to any 
provision of this article that the act was com-
mitted by a peace officer in the lawful discharge 
of his duties. 
    18-12-102. Possessing a dangerous or il-
legal weapon - affirmative defense.  
    (1) As used in this section, the term "danger-
ous weapon" means a firearm silencer, machine 
gun, short shotgun, short rifle, or ballistic knife.  
    (2) As used in this section, the term "illegal 
weapon" means a blackjack, gas gun, metallic 
knuckles, gravity knife, or switchblade knife.  

    (3) A person who knowingly possesses a 
dangerous weapon commits a class 5 felony. 
Each subsequent violation of this subsection (3) 
by the same person shall be a class 4 felony.  
    (4) A person who knowingly possesses an 
illegal weapon commits a class 1 misdemeanor.  
    (5) It shall be an affirmative defense to the 
charge of possessing a dangerous weapon, or 
to the charge of possessing an illegal weapon, 
that the person so accused was a peace officer 
or member of the armed forces of the United 
States or Colorado national guard acting in the 
lawful discharge of his duties, or that said 
person has a valid permit and license for 
possession of such weapon. 
    18-12-103. Possession of a defaced fire-
arm. A person commits a class 1 misdemeanor 
if he knowingly and unlawfully possesses a fire-
arm, the manufacturer's serial number of which, 
or other distinguishing number or identification 
mark, has been removed, defaced, altered, or 
destroyed, except by normal wear and tear.  
    18-12-103.5. Defaced firearms - contraband 
- destruction.  
    (1) After a judgment of conviction under 
section 18-12-103 or 18-12-104 has become 
final, any defaced firearm upon which the judg-
ment was based shall be deemed to be con-
traband, the possession of which is contrary to 
the public peace, health, and safety.  
    (2) Defaced firearms which are deemed to be 
contraband shall be placed in the possession of 
the Colorado bureau of investigation or of a local 
law enforcement agency designated by the 
Colorado bureau of investigation and shall be 
destroyed or rendered permanently inoperable.  
    18-12-104. Defacing a firearm. A person 
commits a class 1 misdemeanor if such person 
knowingly removes, defaces, covers, alters, or 
destroys the manufacturer's serial number or 
any other distinguishing number or identification 
mark of a firearm. 
    18-12-105. Unlawfully carrying a concealed 
weapon - unlawful possession of weapons.  
    (1) A person commits a class 2 misdemeanor 
if such person knowingly and unlawfully:  
    (a) Carries a knife concealed on or about his 
or her person; or  
    (b) Carries a firearm concealed on or about 
his or her person; or  
    (c) Without legal authority, carries, brings, or 
has in such person's possession a firearm or 
any explosive, incendiary, or other dangerous 
device on the property of or within any building 
in which the chambers, galleries, or offices of 
the general assembly, or either house thereof, 
are located, or in which a legislative hearing or 
meeting is being or is to be conducted, or in 
which the official office of any member, officer, 
or employee of the general assembly is located. 
    (d) [Deleted] 
    (2) It shall be not be an offense if the defen-
dant was:  
    (a) A person in his or her own dwelling or 
place of business or on property owned or under 
his or her control at the time of the act of 
carrying; or  
    (b) A person in a private automobile or other 
private means of conveyance who carries a 
weapon for lawful protection of such person's or 
another's person or property while traveling; or  
    (c) A person who, prior to the time of carrying 
a concealed weapon, has been issued a written 
permit pursuant to section 18-12-105.1 to carry 
the weapon by the chief of police of a city or city 
and county, or the sheriff of a county; or  
    (d) A peace officer, level I or level Ia, as defin-
ed in section 18-1-901 (3) (l) (I) or (3) (l) (II); or  
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    (e) A peace officer, level II, as defined in 
section 18-1-901 (3) (l) (III), while on duty; or  
    (f) A United States probation officer or a 
United States pretrial services officer while on 
duty and serving in the state of Colorado under 
the authority of rules and regulations promul-
gated by the judicial conference of the United 
States. 
    18-12-105.1. Permits for concealed wea-
pons - liability.  
    (1) Pursuant to the grant of authority in sec-
tions 30-10-523 and 31-4-112.1, C.R.S. the chief 
of police of a city or of a city and county or the 
sheriff of a county may issue written permits to 
carry concealed weapons. A chief of police or 
sheriff who receives an application for a permit 
for a concealed weapon from a person who 
does not reside within the confines of his juris-
diction shall consult the chief of police or sheriff 
of the jurisdiction in which the applicant resides 
prior to issuing said permit. The chief of police or 
sheriff of the jurisdiction in which the application 
for a permit for a concealed weapon is made 
shall notify the chief of police or sheriff of the jur-
isdiction in which the applicant resides of the 
disposition of said application. Any such permit 
shall be effective in all areas of the state. 
    (2) A sheriff or chief of police shall make an 
inquiry, including a fingerprint check, into the 
background of an applicant for a permit to carry 
a concealed weapon to determine if the appli-
cant would present a danger to others or to him-
self or herself if the applicant is granted a permit. 
The sheriff or chief of police shall not be liable 
for any damages that may result from granting a 
permit, if the sheriff or chief of police, prior to 
granting a permit, requests a criminal history 
check of the applicant from the Colorado bureau 
of investigation, including a request to process 
the applicant's fingerprints. The Colorado bureau 
of investigation, upon request by a chief of po-
lice or sheriff, shall conduct a criminal history 
check of an applicant pursuant to this subsection 
(2), including but not limited to processing of 
fingerprints for state criminal history information 
and using fingerprints to access arrest history 
records that are maintained by the federal bur-
eau of investigation in the United States depart-
ment of justice. The cost of such check shall be 
borne by the applicant. 
    18-12-105.5. Unlawfully carrying a weapon 
- unlawful possession of weapons - school, 
college, or university grounds.  
    (1) A person commits a class 6 felony if such 
person knowingly and unlawfully and without 
legal authority carries, brings, or has in such 
person's possession a deadly weapon as de-
fined in section 18-1-901 (3) (e) in or on the real 
estate and all improvements erected thereon of 
any public or private elementary, middle, junior 
high, high, or vocational school or any public or 
private college, university, or seminary, except 
for the purpose of presenting an authorized pub-
lic demonstration or exhibition pursuant to in-
struction in conjunction with an organized school 
or class, for the purpose of carrying out the nec-
essary duties and functions of an employee of 
an educational institution that require the use of 
a deadly weapon, or for the purpose of partici-
pation in an authorized extracurricular activity or 
on an athletic team.  
    (2) [Deleted] 
    (3) It shall not be an offense under this sec-
tion if:  
    (a) The weapon is unloaded and remains in-
side a motor vehicle while upon the real estate 
of any public or private college, university, or 
seminary; or  

    (b) The person is in that person's own dwell-
ing or place of business or on property owned or 
under that person's control at the time of the act 
of carrying; or  
    (c) The person is in a private automobile or 
other private means of conveyance and is 
carrying a weapon for lawful protection of that 
person's or another's person or property while 
traveling; or  
    (d) The person, prior to the time of carrying a 
concealed weapon, has been issued a written 
permit pursuant to section 18-12-105.1 to carry 
the weapon by the chief of police of a city or city 
and county or the sheriff of a county; or  
    (e) The person is a peace officer, level I or 
level Ia, as defined in section 18-1-901 (3) (l) (I) 
or (3) (l) (II); or  
    (f) The person is a peace officer, level II, as 
defined in section 18-1-901 (3) (l) (III), while on 
duty; or  
    (g) The person is a peace officer, level IIIa, as 
defined in section 18-1-901 (3) (l) (IV.5), while 
on duty and under supervision; or  
    (h) The person has possession of the weapon 
for use in an educational program approved by a 
school which program includes, but shall not be 
limited to, any course designed for the repair or 
maintenance of weapons. 
    18-12-105.6. Limitation on local ordinances 
regarding firearms in private vehicles.  
    (1) The General Assembly hereby finds that: 
    (a) A person carrying a weapon in a private 
automobile or other private means of convey-
ance for lawful protection of such person's or an-
other's person or property, as permitted in sec-
tions 18-12-105 (2) (b) and 18-12-105.5 (3) (c), 
may tend to travel in or through different county, 
city and county, and municipal jurisdictions en 
route to the person's destination; 
    (b) Inconsistent laws exist in local jurisdictions 
with regard to the circumstances under which 
weapons may be carried in automobiles and 
other private means of conveyance; 
    (c) This inconsistency creates a confusing 
patchwork of laws that unfairly subjects a person 
who lawfully travels with a weapon in or through 
one jurisdiction to criminal penalties because he 
or she travels into or through another juris-
diction; 
    (d) This inconsistency places citizens in the 
position of not knowing when they may be vio-
lating local laws while traveling in, through, or 
between different jurisdictions, and therefore 
being unable to avoid committing a crime. 
    (2)(a) Based on the findings specified in sub-
section (1) of this section, the General Assembly 
concludes that the carrying of weapons in pri-
vate automobiles or other private means of con-
veyance for lawful protection of a person's or 
another's person or property while traveling into 
or through a municipal, county, or city and coun-
ty jurisdiction, regardless of the number of times 
the person stops in a jurisdiction, is a matter of 
statewide concern and is not an offense.  
    (b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no municipality, county, or city and county 
shall have the authority to enact or enforce any 
ordinance or resolution that would restrict a per-
son's ability to travel with a weapon in a private 
automobile or other private means of convey-
ance for lawful protection of a person's or an-
other's person or property while traveling into or 
through a municipal, county, or city and county 
jurisdiction, regardless of the number of times 
the person stops in a jurisdiction. 
    18-12-106. Prohibited use of weapons.  
    (1) A person commits a class 2 misdemeanor 
if:  

    (a) He knowingly and unlawfully aims a fire-
arm at another person; or  
    (b) Recklessly or with criminal negligence he 
discharges a firearm or shoots a bow and arrow; 
or  
    (c) He knowingly sets a loaded gun, trap, or 
device designed to cause an explosion upon 
being tripped or approached, and leaves it 
unattended by a competent person immediately 
present; or  
    (d) He has in his possession a firearm while 
he is under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
of a controlled substance, as defined in section 
12-22-303 (7), C.R.S. Possession of a permit 
issued under section 18-12-105.1 is no defense 
to a violation of this subsection (1). �. 
    18-12-107. Penalty for second offense. Any 
person who has within five years previously 
been convicted of a violation under section 18-
12-103, 18-12-105, or 18-12-106 shall, upon 
conviction for a second or subsequent offense 
under the same section, be guilty of a class 5 
felony. 
    18-12-108. Possession of weapons by pre-
vious offenders.  
    (1) A person commits the crime of possession 
of a weapon by a previous offender if the person 
knowingly possesses, uses, or carries upon his 
or her person a firearm as described in section 
18-1-901 (3) (h) or any other weapon that is sub-
ject to the provisions of this article subsequent to 
the person's conviction for a felony, or subse-
quent to the person's conviction for attempt or 
conspiracy to commit a felony, under Colorado 
or any other state's law or under federal law.  
    (2)(a) Except as otherwise provided by para-
graphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (2), a per-
son commits a class 6 felony if the person 
violates subsection (1) of this section.  
    (b) A person commits a class 5 felony, as pro-
vided by section 18-12-102, if the person vio-
lates subsection (1) of this section and the wea-
pon is a dangerous weapon, as defined in sec-
tion 18-12-102 (1).  
    (c) A person commits a class 5 felony if the 
person violates subsection (1) of this section 
and the person's previous conviction was for 
burglary, arson, or any felony involving the use 
of force or the use of a deadly weapon and the 
violation of subsection (1) of this section occurs 
as follows:  
    (I) From the date of conviction to ten years 
after the date of conviction, if the person was not 
incarcerated; or  
    (II) From the date of conviction to ten years 
after the date of release from confinement, if 
such person was incarcerated or, if subject to 
supervision imposed as a result of conviction, 
ten years after the date of release from super-
vision.  
    (d) Any sentence imposed pursuant to this 
subsection (2) shall run consecutively with any 
prior sentences being served by the offender. 
    (3) A person commits the crime of possession 
of a weapon by a previous offender if the person 
knowingly possesses, uses, or carries upon his 
or her person a firearm as described in section 
18-1-901 (3) (h) or any other weapon that is sub-
ject to the provisions of this article subsequent to 
the person's adjudication for an act which, if 
committed by an adult, would constitute a felony, 
or subsequent to the person's adjudication for 
attempt or conspiracy to commit a felony, under 
Colorado or any other state's law or under fed-
eral law.  
    (4)(a) Except as otherwise provided by para-
graphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (4), a per-
son commits a class 6 felony if the person 
violates subsection (3) of this section.  
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    (b) A person commits a class 5 felony, as pro-
vided by section 18-12-102, if the person vio-
lates subsection (1) of this section and the wea-
pon is a dangerous weapon, as defined in sec-
tion 18-12-102 (1).  
    (c) A person commits a class 5 felony if the 
person commits the conduct described in sub-
section (3) of this section and the person's 
previous adjudication was based on an act that, 
if committed by an adult, would constitute 
burglary, arson, or any felony involving the use 
of force or the use of a deadly weapon and the 
violation of subsection (3) of this section occurs 
as follows:  
    (I) From the date of adjudication to ten years 
after the date of adjudication, if the person was 
not committed to the department of institutions, 
or on or after July 1, 1994, to the department of 
human services; or  
    (II) From the date of adjudication to ten years 
after the date of release from commitment, if 
such person was committed to the department 
of institutions, or on or after July 1, 1994, to the 
department of human services or, if subject to 
supervision imposed as a result of an 
adjudication, ten years after the date of release 
from supervision.  
    (d) Any sentence imposed pursuant to this 
subsection (2) shall run consecutively with any 
prior sentences being served by the offender. 
    (5) A second or subsequent offense under 
paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (2) and 
paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (4) of this 
section is a class 4 felony. 
    (6)(a) Upon the discharge of any inmate from 
the custody of the Department of Corrections, 
the department shall provide a written advise-
ment to such inmate of the prohibited acts and 
penalties specified in this section. The written 
advisement, at a minimum, shall include the 
written statement specified in paragraph (c) of 
this subsection (6). 
    (b) Any written stipulation for deferred judg-
ment and sentence entered into by a defendant 
pursuant to section 16-7-403, C.R.S., shall con-
tain a written advisement of the prohibited acts 
and penalties specified in this section. The writ-
ten advisement, at a minimum, shall include the 
written statement specified in paragraph (c) of 
this subsection (6). 
    (c) The written statement shall provide that: 
    (I)(A) A person commits the crime of posses-
sion of a weapon by a previous offender in viola-
tion of this section if the person knowingly pos-
sesses, uses, or carries upon his or her person 
a firearm as described in section 18-1-901 (3) 
(h), or any other weapon that is subject to the 
provisions of this title subsequent to the person's 
conviction for a felony, or subsequent to the per-
son's conviction for attempt or conspiracy to 
commit a felony, or subsequent to the person's 
conviction for a misdemeanor crime of domestic 
violence as defined in 18 U.S.C. sec. 921 (a) 
(33) (a), or subsequent to the person's convic-
tion for attempt or conspiracy to commit such 
misdemeanor crime of domestic violence; and 
    (B) For the purposes of this paragraph (c), 
"felony" means any felony under Colorado law, 
Federal law, or the laws of any other state; and 
    (II) A violation of this section may result in a 
sentence of imprisonment or fine, or both. 
    (d) The act of providing the written advise-
ment described in this subsection (6) or the fail-
ure to provide such advisement may not be used 
as a defense to any crime charged and may not 
provide any basis for collateral attack on, or for 
appellate relief concerning, any conviction. 
    18-12-108.5. Possession of handguns by 
juveniles - prohibited - exceptions - penalty.  

    (1)(a) Except as provided in this section, it is 
unlawful for any person who has not attained the 
age of eighteen years knowingly to have any 
handgun in such person's possession.  
     (b) Any person possessing any handgun in 
violation of paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) 
commits the offense of illegal possession of a 
handgun by a juvenile.  
    (c) (I) Illegal possession of a handgun by a 
juvenile is a class 2 misdemeanor.  
    (II) For any second or subsequent offense, 
illegal possession of a handgun by a juvenile is 
a class 5 felony.  
    (d) Any person under the age of eighteen 
years who is taken into custody by a law en-
forcement officer for an offense pursuant to this 
section shall be taken into temporary custody in 
the manner described in section 19-2-508, 
C.R.S.  
    (2) This section shall not apply to:  
    (a) Any person under the age of eighteen 
years who is:  
    (I) In attendance at a hunter's safety course or 
a firearms safety course; or  
    (II) Engaging in practice in the use of a fire-
arm or target shooting at an established range 
authorized by the governing body of the jurisdic-
tion in which such range is located or any other 
area where the discharge of a firearm is not pro-
hibited; or  
    (III) Engaging in an organized competition in-
volving the use of a firearm or participating in or 
practicing for a performance by an organized 
group under 501 (c) (3) as determined by the 
federal internal revenue service which uses fire-
arms as a part of such performance; or  
    (IV) Hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid 
license issued to such person pursuant to article 
4 of title 33, C.R.S.; or  
    (V) Traveling with any handgun in such 
person's possession being unloaded to or from 
any activity described in subparagraph (I), (II), 
(III), or (IV) of this paragraph (a);  
    (b) Any person under the age of eighteen 
years who is on real property under the control 
of such person's parent, legal guardian, or 
grandparent and who has the permission of 
such person's parent or legal guardian to 
possess a handgun;  
    (c) Any person under the age of eighteen 
years who is at such person's residence and 
who, with the permission of such person's parent 
or legal guardian, possesses a handgun for the 
purpose of exercising the rights contained in 
section 18-1-704 or section 18-1-704.5.  
    (3) For the purposes of subsection (2) of this 
section, a handgun is "loaded" if:  
    (a) There is a cartridge in the chamber of the 
handgun; or  
    (b) There is a cartridge in the cylinder of the 
handgun, if the handgun is a revolver; or  
    (c) The handgun, and the ammunition for 
such handgun, is carried on the person of a 
person under the age of eighteen years or is in 
such close proximity to such person that such 
person could readily gain access to the handgun 
and the ammunition and load the handgun.  
    18-12-108.7. Unlawfully providing or per-
mitting a juvenile to possess a handgun - 
penalty.  
    (1)(a) Any person who intentionally, knowing-
ly, or recklessly provides a handgun with or with-
out remuneration to any person under the age of 
eighteen years in violation of section 18-12-
108.5 or any person who knows of such juve-
nile's conduct which violates section 18-12-
108.5 and fails to make reasonable efforts to 
prevent such violation commits the crime of 

unlawfully providing a handgun to a juvenile or 
permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun.  
    (b) Unlawfully providing a handgun to a juve-
nile or permitting a juvenile to possess a hand-
gun in violation of this subsection (1) is a class 4 
felony.  
    (2)(a) Any person who intentionally, knowing-
ly, or recklessly provides a handgun to a juvenile 
or permits a juvenile to possess a handgun, 
even though such person is aware of a substan-
tial risk that such juvenile will use a handgun to 
commit a felony offense, or who, being aware of 
such substantial risk, fails to make reasonable 
efforts to prevent the commission of the offense, 
commits the crime of unlawfully providing or per-
mitting a juvenile to possess a handgun. A per-
son shall be deemed to have violated this para-
graph (a) if such person provides a handgun to 
or permits the possession of a handgun by any 
juvenile who has been convicted of a crime of 
violence, as defined in section 16-11-309, 
C.R.S., or any juvenile who has been adjudi-
cated a juvenile delinquent for an offense which 
would constitute a crime of violence, as defined 
in section 16-11-309, C.R.S., if such juvenile 
were an adult.  
    (b) Unlawfully providing a handgun to a juve-
nile or permitting a juvenile to possess a hand-
gun in violation of this subsection (2) is a class 4 
felony. 
    (3) With regard to firearms other than hand-
guns, no person shall sell, rent, or transfer own-
ership or allow unsupervised possession of a 
firearm with or without remuneration to any juve-
nile without the consent of the juvenile's parent 
or legal guardian. Unlawfully providing a firearm 
other than a handgun to a juvenile in violation of 
this subsection (3) is a class 1 misdemeanor.  
    (4) It shall not be an offense under this sec-
tion if a person believes that a juvenile will phys-
ically harm the person if the person attempts to 
disarm the juvenile or prevent the juvenile from 
committing a violation of section 18-12-108.5. 
    18-12-109. Possession, use, or removal of 
explosives or incendiary devices - posses-
sion of components thereof - persons 
exempt - hoaxes.  
    (1) As used in this section:  
    (a) (I) "Explosive or incendiary device" 
means:  
    (A) Dynamite and all other forms of high 
explosives, including, but not limited to, water 
gel, slurry, military C-4 (plastic explosives), 
blasting agents to include nitro-carbon-nitrate, 
and ammonium nitrate and fuel oil mixtures, cast 
primers and boosters, R.D.X., P.E.T.N., electric 
and nonelectric blasting caps, exploding cords 
commonly called detonating cord or det-cord or 
primacord, picric acid explosives, T.N.T. and 
T.N.T. mixtures, and nitroglycerin and nitro-
glycerin mixtures;  
    (B) Any explosive bomb, grenade, missile, or 
similar device; and  
    (C) Any incendiary bomb or grenade, fire 
bomb, or similar device, including any device, 
except kerosene lamps, which consists of or in-
cludes a breakable container including a flam-
mable liquid or compound and a wick composed 
of any material which, when ignited, is capable 
of igniting such flammable liquid or compound 
and can be carried or thrown by one individual 
acting alone.  
    (II) "Explosive or incendiary device" shall 
not include rifle, pistol, or shotgun ammunition, 
or the components for handloading rifle, pistol, 
or shotgun ammunition.  
    (b) (I) "Explosive or incendiary parts" 
means any substances or materials or combina-
tions thereof which have been prepared or 



ATF P 5300.3 (2000 � 22nd ed.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                 page 71 

altered for use in the creation of an explosive or 
incendiary device. Such substances or materials 
may include, but shall not be limited to, any:  
    (A) Timing device, clock, or watch which has 
been altered in such a manner as to be used as 
the arming device in an explosive;  
    (B) Pipe, end caps, or metal tubing which has 
been prepared for a pipe bomb;  
    (C) Mechanical timers, mechanical triggers, 
chemical time delays, electronic time delays, or 
commercially made or improvised items which, 
when used singly or in combination, may be 
used in the construction of a timing delay mech-
anism, booby trap, or activating mechanism for 
any explosive or incendiary device.  
    (II) "Explosive or incendiary parts" shall not 
include rifle, pistol, or shotgun ammunition, or 
the components for handloading rifle, pistol, or 
shotgun ammunition, or any signaling device 
customarily used in operation of railroad equip-
ment.  
    (2) Any person who knowingly possesses or 
controls an explosive or incendiary device com-
mits a class 4 felony.  
    (3) Subsection (2) of this section shall not 
apply to the following persons:  
    (a) A peace officer while acting in his official 
capacity transporting or otherwise handling 
explosives or incendiary devices;  
    (b) A member of the armed forces of the 
United States or Colorado national guard while 
acting in his official capacity;  
    (c) An authorized employee of the office of 
active and inactive mines in the division of 
minerals and geology while acting within the 
scope of his employment;  
    (d) A person possessing a valid permit issued 
under the provisions of article 7 of title 9, C.R.S., 
or an employee of such permittee acting within 
the scope of his employment;  
    (e) A person who is exempt from the 
necessity of possessing a permit under the 

provisions of section 9-7-106 (5), C.R.S., or an 
employee of such exempt person acting within 
the scope of his employment.  
    (4) Any person who knowingly uses or causes 
to be used an explosive or incendiary device in 
the commission of or attempts to commit a 
felony commits a class 2 felony.  
    (5) Any person who removes or causes to be 
removed or carries away any explosive or incen-
diary device from the premises where said ex-
plosive or incendiary device is kept by the lawful 
user, vendor, transporter, or manufacturer there-
of, without the consent or direction of the lawful 
possessor, commits a class 4 felony. A person 
convicted of this offense shall be subjected to a 
mandatory minimum sentence of two years.  
    (6) Any person who possesses any explosive 
or incendiary parts commits a class 4 felony.  
    (7) Any person who manufactures or posses-
ses or who gives, mails, sends, or causes to be 
sent any false, facsimile, or hoax explosive or in-
cendiary device to another person or places any 
such purported explosive or incendiary device in 
or upon any real or personal property commits a 
class 5 felony.  
    (8) Any person possessing a valid permit 
issued under the provisions of article 7 of title 9, 
C.R.S., or an employee of such permittee acting 
within the scope of his employment, who know-
ingly dispenses, distributes, or sells explosive or 
incendiary devices to a person who is not 
authorized to possess or control such explosive 
or incendiary device commits a class 4 felony. 
    18-12-111. Unlawful purchase of firearms.  
    (1) Any person who knowingly purchases or 
otherwise obtains a firearm on behalf of or for 
transfer to a person whom the transferor knows 
or reasonably should know is ineligible to pos-
sess a firearm pursuant to federal or state law 
commits a class 4 felony. 
    (2)(a) Any person who is a licensed dealer, as 
defined in 18 U.S.C. sec. 921 (a)(11), shall post 

a sign displaying the provisions of subsection (1) 
of this section in a manner that is easily read-
able. The person shall post such sign in an area 
that is visible to the public at each location from 
which the person sells firearms to the general 
public. 
    (b) Any person who violates any provision of 
this subsection (2) commits a class 2 petty 
offense and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
punished by a fine of two hundred fifty dollars. 
 

Publisher�s Notes: 
 

The following jurisdictions restrict the age at 
which it is lawful for a person to purchase or 
receive a firearm: Aurora, Boulder, and the City 
and County of Denver. 
 
The following jurisdictions prohibit the sale, 
possession, or receipt of any type of firearm 
to or by a particular class of persons (e.g. 
convicted felons, fugitives, illegal aliens, 
mental incompetents, unlawful drug users 
and addicts): Aurora, Boulder, and the City and 
County of Denver. 
 
The following jurisdictions restrict the sale, 
possession, or receipt of certain firearms: 
Aurora (restricted ammunition) and the City and 
County of Denver (assault weapons). 
 
The following jurisdictions require record-
keeping for the sale of firearms: Boulder and 
the City and County of Denver. 
 
[Current through 2000 Legislative Session, 
including 2000 Colo. Sess. Laws 155 (HB 00-
1201), 156 (HB 00-1214), 157 (HB 00-1243), 
158 (HB 00-1247), & 228 (SB 00-154)] 
 

 

CONNECTICUT 
Conn. Gen. Stat. 

 
Title 29. Public Safety and State Police 

 
    29-27. "Pistol" and "revolver" defined. The 
term "pistol" and the term "revolver", as used in 
sections 29-28 to 29-38, inclusive, mean any 
firearm having a barrel less than twelve inches 
in length. 
    29-28. Permit for sale at retail of pistol or 
revolver. Permit to carry pistol or revolver. 
Confidentiality of name and address of 
permit holder. 
    (a) No person who sells ten or more pistols or 
revolvers in a calendar year or is a federally-li-
censed firearm dealer shall advertise, sell, deliv-
er, or offer or expose for sale or delivery, or 
have in his possession with intent to sell or deliv-
er, any pistol or revolver at retail without having 
a permit therefor issued as hereinafter provided. 
The chief of police or, where there is no chief of 
police, the warden of the borough or the first se-
lectman of the town, as the case may be, may, 
upon the application of any person, issue a per-
mit in such form as may be pre-scribed by the 
Commissioner of Public Safety for the sale at re-
tail of pistols and revolvers within the jurisdiction 
of the authority issuing such permit. No permit 
for the sale at retail of any pistol or revolver shall 
be issued unless the applicant holds a valid elig-
ibility certificate for a pistol or revolver issued 
pursuant to section 29-36f or a valid permit to 
carry a pistol or revolver issued pursuant to sub-

section (b) of this section and the applicant sub-
mits documentation sufficient to establish that lo-
cal zoning requirements have been met for the 
location where the sale is to take place except 
that any person selling or exchanging a pistol or 
revolver for the enhancement of a personal col-
lection or for a hobby or who sells all or part of 
his personal collection of pistols or revolvers 
shall not be required to submit such documenta-
tion for the location where the sale or exchange 
is to take place. 
    (b) Upon the application of any person having 
a bona fide residence or place of business within 
the jurisdiction of any such authority or upon the 
application of any bona fide resident of the 
United States having a permit or license to carry 
any firearm issued by the authority of any state 
or subdivision of the United States, such chief of 
police, warden or selectman may issue a permit 
to such person to carry a pistol or revolver within 
the jurisdiction of the authority issuing the same, 
provided such authority shall find that such ap-
plicant intends to make no use of any pistol or 
revolver which such applicant may be permitted 
to carry thereunder other than a lawful use and 
that such person is a suitable person to receive 
such permit. No permit to carry a pistol or revol-
ver shall be issued under this subsection if the 
applicant (1) has failed to successfully complete 
a course approved by the Commissioner of Pub-
lic Safety in the safety and use of pistols and re-

volvers including, but not limited to, a safety or 
training course in the use of pistols and revol-
vers available to the public offered by a law en-
forcement agency, a private or public education-
al institution or a firearms training school, utiliz-
ing instructors certified by the National Rifle As-
sociation or the Department of Environmental 
Protection and a safety or training course in the 
use of pistols or revolvers conducted by an in-
structor certified by the state or the National 
Rifle association, (2) has been convicted of a fel-
ony or of a violation of subsection (c) of section 
21a-279, section 53a-58, 53a-61, 53a-61a, 53a-
62, 53a-63, 53a-96, 53a-175, 53a-176, 53a- 178 
or 53a-181d, (3) has been convicted as delin-
quent for the commission of a serious juvenile 
offense, as defined in section 46b-120, (4) has 
been discharged from custody within the preced-
ing twenty years after having been found not 
guilty of a crime by reason of mental disease or 
defect pursuant to section 53a-13, (5) has been 
confined in a hospital for persons with psychiat-
ric disabilities, as defined in section 17a-495, 
within the preceding twelve months by order of a 
probate court, (6) is subject to a restraining or 
protective order issued by a court in a case in-
volving the use, attempted use or threatened 
use of physical force against another person, (7) 
is subject to a firearms seizure order issued pur-
suant to subsection (d) of section 18 of [Conn. 
Public Act 99-212] after notice and hearing, or 


