Conaress of the UAnited States
MWashington, DC 20515

October 24, 2022

The Honorable Jennifer Granholm
Secretary of Energy

U.S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Secretary Granholm:

As gas prices rise again in our shared home state of Michigan, we continue to be concerned
about the lack of action to increase domestic energy production from the U.S. Department of
Energy and the Biden administration.

Recently, the consequences of this inaction have once again become apparent. On October 5, the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) announced that it will cut its oil
production by two million barrels per day beginning in November.! Gas prices in Michigan have
begun to rise in response to the anticipated cuts, up nearly forty cents a gallon since last month.2
Already, more than 20 million families are behind on their utility bills.® This is another price hike
Americans cannot afford.

As the Biden administration’s policies have crippled American energy independence, the United
States has become increasingly reliant on foreign oil and petroleum products. Despite repeated
warnings from experts and Republican Members of Congress, this increased reliance on foreign
oil threatens both our energy and economic security.

Instead of unleashing American energy, the administration unsuccessfully campaigned for OPEC
to increase production. After being rebuffed, there are now reports that the White House is
preparing to scale down sanctions on Venezuela’s authoritarian regime to allow oil exports.
These actions are completely at odds with the reality of United States energy potential.

The United States is sitting on 264 billion barrels of untapped oil*, yet this administration has
leased fewer acres for oil-and-gas drilling offshore and on federal land than any other

1 Stein, J., Lerman, R., & Hudson, J. (2022, October 5). OPEC, allies move to slash oil production, eliciting blistering White
House response. The Washington Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/10/05/opec-plus-oil-cut-russia-saudi-
arabia/

2 AAA Gas Prices. (2022, October 17). Michigan Average Gas Prices. https://gasprices.aaa.com/?state=MI

3 Dumas, B. (2022, August 27). More than 20 million US households are behind on utility bills. Fox Business.
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/more-than-20-million-households-behind-utility-bills

4 Egan, M. (2016, July 5). U.S. has more untapped oil than Saudi Arabia or Russia. CNN Business.
https://money.cnn.com/2016/07/05/investing/us-untapped-oil/index.html
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administration dating back to the end of World War 11.°> This summer, when gas prices were the
highest in history, President Biden announced plans to block new offshore oil drilling in the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans.®

Amid an already tight energy market and record high inflation, the OPEC cuts will have
significant impacts beyond prices at the pump. Despite these concerning trends, both your
department and the White House have not adequately outlined how you plan to address these
significant shortfalls in global production and the impact it will have on American consumers.

Please respond to the following by November 21, 2022:

1. Describe what specific actions you are taking or are prepared to take to increase domestic
oil and gas production.

2. Describe your interactions with other federal agencies, the states, and the White House
related to oil and petroleum product exploration and production.

3. Describe your interactions with other federal agencies, the states, and the White House
related to the status of current and future oil and gas infrastructure.

4. To temporarily lower gas prices and calm global markets, the administration depleted the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) to the lowest level since 1984. On October 20,
President Biden announced the sale of an additional 15 million barrels. Describe what
specific actions you are taking or are prepared to take to replenish the SPR and increase
emergency reserves.

5. Describe your interactions with the Environmental Protection Agency concerning any
policies, actions, and regulations that reduce energy production, such as recent
enforcement actions involving using ozone standards to curb energy production in the
Permian Basin.

6. Describe your interactions with other federal agencies and the White House related to
implementing an export ban on U.S. crude oil, gasoline, and/or diesel and how this action
would impact gas prices.

7. List all regulatory actions you are considering or have taken since the start of the
administration to alleviate high gas prices.

5 Puko, T. & DeBarros, A. (2022, September 4). Federal Oil Leases Slow to a Trickle Under Biden. Wall Street Journal.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/federal-oil-leases-slow-to-a-trickle-under-biden-
11662230816?st=00nat01ktbnxbx&reflink=desktopwebshare permalink

6 Puko, T. (2022, July 1). Biden Seeks to Block New Offshore Drilling in Atlantic, Pacific. Wall Street Journal.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/biden-plans-to-block-new-offshore-oil-drilling-in-atlantic-pacific-11656709209
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We look forward to your response to this request.

Sincerely,
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Tim Walberg
Member of Congress
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Bill Huizenga
Member of Congress
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Jack Bergman
Member of Congress

2

Peter Meijer
Member of Congress
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Fred Upton
Member of Congress
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John Moolenaar
Member of Congress
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Lisa McClain
Member of Congress



