Congress of the Hnited States
MWashington, DC 20315

Director Gina Haspel
Central Intelligence Agency
2430 E StNW

Washington, DC 20037

Director Christopher Wray
Federal Bureau of Investigation
935 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20535-0001
July 14, 2020

Dear Directors Haspel and Wray,

Over the past few months, localized misinformation about apparently nonexistent Antifa
gatherings and “invasions” has proliferated in communities throughout the United States, sowing
social and political division.! The undersigned are inquiring about any definitive evidence
gathered, or ongoing investigations, by federal authorities regarding the identities or nationalities
of individuals originating and promoting these falsely advertised Antifa gatherings.

To date, the misinformation about Antifa gatherings has spread through Facebook, Twitter,
Craigslist, and NextDoor.> These posts usually cite text messages — which appear to be variations
of template messages — claiming active duty military personnel or members of local police
departments provided the information. State and local authorities in the majority of these
communities deny any involvement on the part of their department.?

In most cases, no individuals identifying as Antifa arrive at the locations identified in social
media posts or template text messages; however, heavily armed counter protestors have arrived
on several occasions. The apparent similarities in the dissemination methods to previously
identified disinformation campaigns from foreign nationals and designated hate groups merit
further investigation.

Below are exhibits of social media posts and template text messages regarding falsely advertised
Antifa gatherings in Payette County, Idaho, and Fayetteville, North Carolina. In the instances of
misinformation that spread through both Payette County and Fayetteville, the primary source of

| Seitz, Amanda. “False claims of antifa protesters plague small U.S. cities.” AP News,
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the information is difficult to identify. The only identities of primary sourcing were supposed
“friends” and “coworkers” with connections to police departments and the U.S. military.

* Payette County Sheritf's Office e
r

The Payette County Sherilf’s Office has been monitoring social media
posts that have stated FALSE information. The onginal post iwith false
information) states;

“Family and friends in Idaho. W were told by our Congressman that
Antifa has sent a plane load of thewr people into Boise and three bus
loads from Seattle inta the rural areas. The sheriff in Payette has
already spatted some of themn. We were warned to lock our doors and

out gurs. We think they will stay in the larger communities but it i+ — "
best 10 be prepared.® Jue 1 -3

The Payette County Sheriif's Office has not had contact with and has
nat verified that Antila is in Payette County. The Payette County
Sheriff's Office has nat given any specific warnings to our citizens

Boise and surrounding areas. Be ready for attacks downtown and residential areas. At
least a dozen males got off the plane in Boise from Seattle, dressed head to toe in

asbout Antifa or ather erganizations. The information in this social black. Backpacks only.. One had a tattoo that said Antifa America on his arm. There
media post is not accurate. are people watching and will keep us informed. Heads on a swivel. Waltch your 6 and
020 218 Comments 720 Share: carry heavy. if you want to share this and make fun of it, go ahead and show your

childish attitudes.

o Like [ comment £ Share ODs 94 Commerds 3 7K Shares

Payette County, Idaho: The left image is from the Payette County Sheriff’s Facebook page, containing a quoted
template message about Antifa arriving in the Idaho by the “plane load.” This message was shared widely over
social media and direct text messaging platforms. [Left Exhibit Index*] The right image is from a redacted
individual user sharing a template message warning about “attacks” being imminent in Boise, 1daho. The template
post is recommending individuals maintain the possession of firearms, and around 40 to 50 armed individuals
subsequently arrived in downtown Boise on Juné 1, 2020. No individuals identifying as Antifa were on scene.
[Right Exhibit Index®]

£ Back Message i

Got this fram a friend; th‘:jlas Just told that
ita May be ina i

Here's what | know this far. All of the WE&Iﬂf I:‘eadmg Into
the hotels at exit 43 are booked by i y ne'gthl’ hoods
protesters from out of state. The tonight to take what should
waord is the group that was here be theirs l d q
Saturday that caused all the trouble ¢ . idn’t want to
was in Greenville last night. It got poston FB 3
so bad there last night that h}?steria | nd create mass
Greenville PD requested assistance - | Wanted you and
from all agencies within a 100 mile your family to be aware so
radius. They are coming back here you can be
tonight. There is a group currently 4 ! prepared.
at Westwood shopping center _Sendlng prayers for safety,
protesting. We have credible intel . Take c-are
that they are going to attack 3 FPD i 1
stations. Get home and stay home.

Fayetteville, North Carelina: The left image is a message sent on Facebook messenger containing falsified rumors
about the Greenville Police Department requesting support from surrounding agencies to deal with an influx of

* Blanchard, Nicole, & Brown, Ruth. “Police: No, antifa not sending “a plane load of their people’ to Idaho to incite
riots,” Jdaho Statesman. hitps:/'www.idahostatesman.com/news/local/article243 1 8024 Lhtml (6/1/20)
5 [Redacted Individual]. Facebook. (June 1, 2020)




individuals identifying as Antifa. Greenville PD denied any such request.® [Left Exhibit Index’] The right image is a
text message falsely stating that individuals identifying as Antifa were heading to *“wealthy neighborhoods” in
Fayetteville, North Carolina. [Right Exhibit Index®]

Unlike the misinformation shared in Payette County and Fayetteville, a supposed Antifa
gathering in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, that was set to occur on July 4, 2020, had an identifiable
source on Facebook and Twitter. The social media accounts for “Left Behind USA,” purporting
to be representative of Antifa, posted explicit details of a flag-burning event at Gettysburg
National Cemetery. When the identity of the administrator for the “Left Behind USA” accounts
was inquired on by a national media outlet, the name “Alan Jeffs” was provided. According to
the media outlet, there no known public records for this individual in the United States.’

Antifa operatives did not show up on July 4, 2020, to Gettysburg National Cemetery, but
hundreds of heavily armed counter protesters did arrive at the scene. At one point, the armed
counter protestors surrounded and aggressively questioning a man in a “Black Lives Matter”
shirt visiting an ancestor’s grave.!? On several occasions, falsely advertised Antifa gatherings
have been strategically placed at the same time and location as Black Lives Matter protests.
Documented instances of armed individuals counter protesting a falsely advertised Antifa
gathering but then encountering individuals peacefully protesting at Black Lives Matter include
occurrences in Michigan'', Montana,'? and Oregon'?

Below are exhibit images of the posts on the “Left Behind USA” Facebook and Twitter accounts.

6 Specht, Paul. “Fact check: Raleigh text messages say Antifa planned to raid rich neighborhoods.” PolitiFact

https://www.wral.com/fact-check-raleigh-text-messages-say-antifa-planned-to-raid-rich-
neighborhoods/19131889/ (6/5/20)
7 Provided by Stand Up Republic [Sourcing Pending]
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Gettysburg, Pennsylvania: The above images are Facebook and Twitter posts by the account “Left Behind USA”
advertising a false Antifa sponsored flag burning event on July 4% 2020. The account has been suspended on both
platforms and the name of the individual supposedly administrating both accounts is not available in public
records." [Left Exhibit Reference'®] [Right Exhibit Reference'¢]

The proliferation methods of misinformation on Antifa activities in June and July of 2020 are
similarly structured to the disinformation deployed in the United States during the early stages of
the COVID-19 pandemic. In both cases, template messages and social media posts were being
sent under the false pretext of government, military, and local police authorities sharing this
information with the sender or poster. In April 2020, several template messages and social media
posts started to circulate regarding a false rumor that the federal government would invoke the
Stafford Act in a given time frame, thus implementing a national “mandatory quarantine.”!’
Below are exhibit template text messages that were shared widely in April 2020.

¥ Bennett, Dalton. Boburg, Shawn. “Militias flocked to Gettysburg to foil a supposed antifa flag bumning, an
apparent hoax created on social media” Washington Post
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From a friend of mine: My client....

So.... military staff just got out Within 48 to 72 Hours the
of a 2-hour meeting....In 48-72 president will evoke what is
hours the Prasident will issue a
nationtwida 2 week mandatory called the Stafford act. Just got
quarantine under the Stafford off the phone with some of my
SCINORE SIS W ISve)2 military friends in DC who had a

weeks of necessities on hand. s
two hour briefing. The

;?:yﬁ?ys B president will order a two week
mandatory quarantine for the
Task Force just announced that natlon Stock up on Whatever

advanced guidelines will go out
@ to the public tomorrow.

you guys need to make sure
you have a two week supply of
everything.

Is this friend of youss in the
military?
COVID-19 Stafford Act Hoaxes: The above images are examples of template text messages shared during the
early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic and warn of a pending lockdown to be enforced by the federal government.
Both cite a military source, state that the Stafford Act will be invoked, and give the 48 to 72 hours timeline. [Exhibit
Left Index'®] [Right Exhibit Index'?]

Twitter Inc. has stated that white supremacist groups have contributing to some of the localized
disinformation campaigns around Antifa gatherings?®; however, U.S. intelligence officials
reportedly determined that Chinese operatives carried out the misinformation campaigns around
COVID-19 lockdowns.?! The practice of foreign nationals falsely advertising events to stoke
political and social division between different groups in the United States is a procedure
identified by the Federal Bureau of Investigations™, the Office of Special Counse! Robert
Mueller??, the Senate Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence*, and the House Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence®’.
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Congressional authorities are requesting the following information from the Federal Bureau of
Investigations and the Central Intelligence Agency:

1.) Does the FBI or the CIA have any information regarding foreign nationals managing
Antifa misinformation campaigns within the United States?

2.) Does the FBI or the CIA have knowledge of active duty military officials or state and
local police officers that are sharing misinformation on falsely advertised Antifa events?

3.) Are federal authorities investigating the identity of the Facebook account “Left Behind
USA” that promoted a flag burning event in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, where an armed
militia arrived on July 4, 2020?

a. Are federal authorities investigating the veracity of the identity for the individual,
Alan Jeffs, who claimed to be managing the “Left Behind USA” social media
page but has no known publicly available records in the United States?

b. Are federal authorities investigating the sophisticated cross-posting by Left
Behind USA on Twitter, Facebook, and Change.org?

4.) Are federal authorities investigating the actions of the white supremacist groups Identity
Evropa and American Guard, that both Twitter and Facebook claim to include the
creation of multiple social media accounts posing as part of the Antifa movement?

5.) Do federal authorities have the identities of the individuals, organizations, or groups that
promoted the Antifa gatherings in the following locations:

Toms River, New Jersey.

Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Payette County, Idaho.

Klamath, Oregon.

Milan, Michigan.

Yucaipa, California.

Locust, North Carolina.

Forks, Washington.

Snohomish, Washington.

Sparta, Illinois
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Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi and Congressman Peter Welch, members of the House
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, request answers to the above questions by July 22,
2020, and thank you both for your attention to this important matter.

@‘t a i . Sincerely, G%Z/A

Raja Krishnamoorthi Peter Welch
Member of Congress Member of Congress




