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PROTECTING HOUSING CHOICE 
 

• As America’s Democrat-run cities descend into repeated riots, violence,1 and lawlessness,2 it is 
more important than ever to give all American families—of every race, creed, and 
background—the option to live in different areas.  
 

• Unfortunately, Vice President Biden recently expressed support for reinstating an Obama 
Administration rule that undermines Americans’ freedom to choose where and how they want 
to live.3  
 

• In 2015, the Obama Administration quietly gave unprecedented power to officials at the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through a rule called Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH).4  
 

• Under AFFH, Washington bureaucrats could override local single-family zoning regulations 
across the U.S., forcing small communities and suburbs to allow apartment buildings and other 
large development projects. 
 

• The stated intent of AFFH was to promote “economic integration.” However, it proved radical 
and controversial, using racial quotas to decide which neighborhoods should be altered to fit the 
standards of HUD bureaucrats.5  

 
• If localities didn’t comply, they wouldn’t receive federal housing funding. This entailed forcing 

quiet, low density suburbs to act as guinea pigs for a grand experiment in social engineering.  
 

• The Fair Housing Act protects an individual’s right to buy and rent housing where they please, 
regardless of race or ethnicity.6 AFFH acts in contrast to this law by allowing Washington 
bureaucrats to dictate where people can live. 
 

• Families of all incomes and backgrounds have long aspired to the comfort, safety, affordability, 
and possibility of homeownership provided by the suburbs.  

o 61 percent of America’s immigrants live in suburban areas;7 and  
o Nearly 80 percent of millennial population growth has been outside of cities.8  

 
• In July 2020, President Trump unveiled the Preserving Community and Neighborhood Choice 

rule,9 which replaces AFFH.  
 

• The new rule broadly defines fair housing as housing that is “affordable, safe, decent, free of 
unlawful discrimination, and accessible under civil rights laws.”  
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