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For American manufacturing, this is a time of both grand challenges and growing opportunities. 
Sustaining jobs, preserving the nation’s innovation edge, and maintaining global manufacturing 
leadership will require long-term thinking and investment from partners across the public and 
private sectors. 
 
This year, MForesight conducted a series of roundtables with manufacturing experts, business 
leaders, and policymakers in cities across the United States to identify actionable 
recommendations for public and private stakeholders to help overcome the most serious 
challenges to U.S. manufacturing and strengthen national competitiveness. These challenges 
include: 
 

• Maintaining America’s industrial commons: How can the U.S. maintain its ecosystem of 
skilled trades, engineering expertise, and production capacity in critical sectors? 

• Keeping R&D onshore: With strong linkages between R&D and production, combined 
with growing capacity and funding for R&D in foreign countries, how can the U.S. ensure 
that private R&D remains here? 

• Ensuring financing for “hardware” start-ups and scale-ups: How can America increase 
opportunities for manufacturing start-ups to scale-up operations and root production at 
home? 

• Capitalizing on national R&D investments: What steps are needed to ensure that 
America captures the wealth generated from new products and processes emerging 
from large national R&D spending. 

 
On May 24th at 2:30pm, the House Manufacturing Caucus will highlight MForesight’s new 
report including key findings and actionable recommendations. At the event, leading experts 
on manufacturing policy and practice will share actionable ideas on how to strengthen 
America’s innovation ecosystems, develop and retain talent, and advance other key aspects of 
manufacturing competitiveness. We are hopeful that these recommendations will not only 
foster a needed national debate but, ultimately, prompt public and private actions to 
reinvigorate U.S. manufacturing. 


