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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 31, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

———————

FAILED POLICY IN AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, again, I try
to get to the floor once a week to talk
about our failed policy in Afghanistan.

Last Thursday, an article in Politico
reminded us of the difficulty of trying
to change a culture like Afghanistan.
It is nearly impossible. For centuries,
outside influences have been trying,
but we are never going to be able to
change the belief systems and culture
of the Middle East.

The Politico article stated that parts
of Afghanistan were stuck in the 14th
century. We are supporting a corrupt
country and a culture where it is com-
monplace for grown men to have sexual
relations with young boys. The Amer-
ican taxpayer should be outraged to
know that their tax dollars are going
to support this kind of practice.

Yesterday, The Washington Post pub-
lished an article, titled, “U.S. Con-
struction Projects in Afghanistan Chal-
lenged by Inspector General’s Report.”
While discussing the fact that projects
implemented in Afghanistan by Ameri-
cans will not be possible for the Af-
ghans to sustain once the TUnited
States leaves, the question for policy-
makers in Washington is whether the
massive influx of American spending in
Afghanistan is actually making the
problem worse.

One such project to provide elec-
tricity requires purchasing diesel fuel
to run the generators enough to power
about 2,500 Afghan homes or small
businesses and is projected to cost the
United States’ taxpayers about $220
million through 2013.

Mr. Speaker, it is just billions and
billions and billions going to Afghani-
stan and very little accountability, and
yet we are cutting programs for the
American people. To me, it makes no
sense at all.

Mr. Speaker, again I brought a poster
down. This is a new one that I pur-
chased myself. There is a little girl
holding her mother’s arm. The mother
is being escorted by an Army officer,
and the little girl is looking at the
caisson that is carrying her father. Her
father is under an American flag. The
father was Kkilled in Afghanistan for
America.

I would say to this family: You
should be very proud of your father.

I would say to Congress: Why can’t
you understand that you’'ve got a failed
policy in Afghanistan, and these young
men and women are dying?

These young men and women are los-
ing their legs and arms, and yet we
keep sending $10 billion a month to a
corrupt leader where they have the
practice of adult men making love with
boys over there in Afghanistan. I just
don’t understand the Congress, to be
honest with you.

Mr. Speaker, as you and many know,
I have Camp Lejeune Marine Base in
my district. In the last 10 days, three
marines have been Kkilled in Afghani-
stan. I salute their families and thank
them for the gift of that loved one.

How many more young men and
women have to die in Afghanistan?
How many more taxpayer dollars have
to go to prop up a corrupt leader? Af-
ghanistan will not survive under
Karzai. The Taliban will eventually
take over.

Mr. Speaker, before closing, as I al-
ways do, first I would like to ask the
American people to contact their Mem-
ber of Congress and say bring our
troops home now, at least no later than
2014, and stop spending our taxpayers’
money when you can’t even account for
what it is being spent for in Afghani-
stan, and start spending it right here in
America to rebuild our roads, schools,
and infrastructure.

So on behalf of this little girl and her
mom, and all of the families who’ve
given loved ones dying for freedom in
Afghanistan, I will close this way:

God, please bless our men and women
in uniform. God, please bless the fami-
lies of our men and women in uniform.
God, in your loving arms, hold the fam-
ilies who have given a child dying for
freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq. God,
please bless the House and Senate that
we will do what is right in God’s eyes
for the people of today and the people
of tomorrow. And I ask God to please
bless the President of the United
States, to give him wisdom, courage,
and strength to do what’s right for
God’s people here. And three times I
will say, God, please, God, please, God,
please continue to bless America.
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REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH FOR
WOMEN OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
for 5 minutes.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, some-
times schoolyard bullies pick on the
wrong kid. Anti-choice forces thought
they had found a cheap way to make a
large point against the right of women
in our country to reproductive health
and choice by picking on the District
of Columbia. Pick a fight with the Dis-
trict of Columbia—after all, the Dis-
trict of Columbia doesn’t have a vote
even if the bill is about only the Dis-
trict of Columbia. But in the process,
they picked a fight with the women of
the United States because this is still a
pro-choice Nation.

Now, they didn’t want to get women
worked up in an election year, but they
wanted a Federal imprimatur, a Fed-
eral label, so they thought that they
could get the House to pass the bill
that’s coming to the floor today on
suspension that women in the District
of Columbia are not entitled to an
abortion after 20 weeks. Mind you, ev-
erywhere else in the United States that
right still would exist.

And while they’re at it, they say,
let’s penalize women by allowing an in-
junction against an abortion by these
women by, any health care provider
who has had anything to do with the
woman any time in her life—I guess
the elementary school nurse could
come in to seek an injunction. And, of
course, penalize doctors—2 years in jail
and a fine are possible. No health ex-
ception for the woman no matter her
health nor fetal abnormality, rape or
incest exceptions.

One of my constituents, Professor
Christy Zink, had an abortion at 21
weeks, the earliest time her physicians
would discover that she was carrying a
fetus with half a brain. Had it been
born alive, it would have had constant
seizures. She would have had to carry
that fetus to term.

Sometimes, bullies pick the wrong
fight. Anti-choice forces have threat-
ened the leadership here, particularly
Republicans, saying they are going to
score the vote. All that did was to
bring out the really big boys and
girls—Planned Parenthood and NARAL
Pro-Choice America—who are going to
score the bill as well.

They’ve been too clever by two-
thirds. It’1l take two-thirds to pass this
bill. I'm hoping they won’t get that
kind of supermajority.

This is not the typical anti-home-
rule bill that holds everyone else harm-
less except for D.C. residents and the
D.C. government. This bill is a key ele-
ment in a State-by-State campaign
that seeks first to undermine and then
to eliminate reproductive choice and
health care for women across the
United States.

They’ve miscalculated. They have re-
invigorated the pro-choice movement,
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just as they did when they infiltrated
Susan G. Komen for the Cure and
forced Komen, which later reversed
itself to stop giving to Planned Parent-
hood, just as they did when they failed
to defund Planned Parenthood, just as
they did when they caused a furor by
women with the attack on contracep-
tives in health insurance policies.
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Now women see this fight against re-
productive choice for what it is, be-
cause it has ended with the constitu-
tional right to abortion. Anti-choice
Republicans have abandoned their own
principles. If they feel so deeply, how
could they introduce a bill that would
affect only women and only fetuses in
the District of Columbia?

The Supreme Court decided 39 years
ago that a woman is entitled to an
abortion. That’s a constitutional right.
It’s not a constitutional right every-
where except the Nation’s Capital. The
differences in our country on choice
are great, but they are differences we
all must respect. And the Supreme
Court has settled those differences
with Roe v. Wade, which says pre-via-
bility, that is a decision between a
woman and her doctor. After viability,
of course, there are some things that
can be done, but the health and life of
the mother always have to be pro-
tected.

This bill stretches beyond penalties
doctors in our country would receive,
and penalties on women, and it is the
kind of bill that sends a message to
women: this is not a House that is pro-
tecting your reproductive health. If
this bill passes, it will cause the kind
of uproar that we have not seen in al-
most 40 years.

———
FREE TRADE WITH EGYPT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. DREIER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, nearly
three decades ago, one of my great he-
roes, Ronald Reagan, famously said:

In all of the arsenals of the world, no weap-
on is so powerful as the will and moral cour-
age of free men and women.

For the last year and a half, no devel-
opment on the world stage has drawn
greater interest or sparked more pas-
sionate debate than the upheaval in
the Arab world. What started in Tuni-
sia in December of 2010 has spread
throughout North Africa and the Mid-
dle East, leaving virtually no Arab na-
tion untouched.

Tunisia ousted a dictator and elected
a constituent assembly, which is draft-
ing a new constitution. Libya fought a
civil war, rid itself of its dictator, and
held elections. In both cases, particu-
larly in Libya, blood was shed, but it
has so far not been in vain, as real hope
for democracy and an improved quality
of life prevails.

Other countries, such as Morocco and
Jordan, have seen more modest
changes, but in the same direction—to-
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ward greater openness. Elsewhere in
the Arab world, this unprecedented
chain of events has thus far taken a far
more tragic path. The Syrian people
are suffering immeasurably for their
efforts to unseat a regime that has
proven itself eager to take innocent
lives in brutal fashion.

In countries like Bahrain, the vio-
lence has been more limited, but no
less tragic. Even in those nations
where regimes stifle public discourse,
we know that the autocrats are watch-
ing. They are mindful of Reagan’s les-
son that the will of the people cannot
be suppressed indefinitely.

Of all the nations where this move-
ment has unfolded, none holds greater
sway over the future of the region than
Egypt. Since the stunning fall of Muba-
rak in February of last year, Egypt has
held parliamentary and presidential
elections. Both sets of elections swept
the Muslim Brotherhood to office, set-
ting up a power struggle between the
Brotherhood’s leadership, the
secularists, and the military council.
Knowing of the harsh and deeply trou-
bling rhetoric the Brotherhood has
used over the years, many Americans
rightly ask the question, can we work
with the newly elected leadership in
Egypt?

Should we continue to provide sup-
port to this government and the Egyp-
tian people? What exactly does the
Brotherhood stand for, and how will
they lead? Mr. Speaker, these are im-
portant questions. To answer them, we
have to go beyond the reactionary and
reductionist assumptions that are
often made. I've spent a great deal of
time in Egypt, meeting with staunch
secularists to Salafists and everyone in
between, including leaders and mem-
bers of the Muslim Brotherhood. What
I have found is a vast movement that is
far from monolithic. It is made up of
moderates and hard-liners, reformers
and the old guard, and great internal
differences exist.

One thing, however, that has unified
them is their public statements of sup-
port for the Camp David peace accords
for human rights, including women’s
rights, as well as religious freedom, all
of which are prerequisites to meet
their quest to get their economy back
on track through tourism and inter-
national investment. I’ve joined with a
Democratic colleague in introducing a
resolution calling for a free trade
agreement with Egypt to help achieve
just that.

Ultimately, we will judge them not
by their words, as Secretary Clinton
has just said in a piece, but by their ac-
tions. But the mere fact that these
public statements have been made says
a great deal about the stark difference
between the nature of an underground
movement, which the Muslim Brother-
hood was, and an elected government.
Now that the Brotherhood has at least
taken some of the responsibility of
righting the economy and providing op-
portunity for 85 million Egyptians, it
will face enormous pressure to pursue a
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reform agenda, engage appropriately
with the West and eschew regional con-
flict.

In the meantime, Mr. Speaker, we as
Americans have a responsibility to live
up to our own ideals. How can we
preach democracy, yet shun the free
and fair choices of Egyptians? Of
course, we cannot be naive. We have to
recognize that democracy is about
more than just elections, but also
about protecting minority rights and
building institutions that outlast the
individuals who occupy them.

But we also have to recognize that
supporting only democracies around
the world that produce our own pre-
ferred results is the height of hypoc-
risy. On a more practical level, com-
promising our own values would only
strengthen the hands of anti-Western
fundamentalists. Refusing to engage
with the Muslim Brotherhood would
simply achieve a self-fulfilling proph-
ecy by giving rise to extremists over
reformists and moderates.

No country following decades of au-
thoritarian rule can make a full transi-
tion to a thriving, stable, peaceful and
prosperous democracy quickly and
painlessly. Even with the most opti-
mistic of outlooks, the Egyptian people
will struggle for years to come to
throw off the shackles of the past and
create the kind of future for which we
all strive. We have been working at
this for 236 years, Mr. Speaker, and we
still haven’t gotten it exactly right.

We have a responsibility, as longtime
Egyptian allies and as champions of de-
mocracy around the globe, to stand
with them in this process, encouraging
continued reform and providing our
support for the development of real de-
mocracy in the Arab world’s most pop-
ulous nation.

————
HONORING AMERICA’S VETERANS
AND CARING FOR CAMP

LEJEUNE FAMILIES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MILLER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of the Hon-
oring America’s Veterans and Caring
for Camp Lejeune Families Act, which
the House will consider later today, es-
pecially title I, the Janey Ensminger
Act.

Title I and a similar House bill honor
a 9-year-old girl who died from child-
hood leukemia, most likely because
she was exposed to contaminated
drinking water at Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina, when her mother was preg-
nant with her.

And by honoring Janey Ensminger,
we honor those Americans who have
shown remarkable determination to
make their government do the right
thing. They have struggled for more
than a decade to learn exactly what
chemicals were in the drinking water
at Camp Lejeune, water that perhaps a
million marines and their families
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were exposed to over a 30-year period,
to learn the health effects of exposure
to the contaminated drinking water,
and to seek justice for those harmed.

They took on their own government,
including the Marine Corps they had
served and to which they are still
loyal, but which has been shamefully
reluctant to accept responsibility for
the water contamination.

Janey’s father, Jerry Ensminger, is a
retired marine who lived with his fam-
ily on base at Camp Lejeune for a time.
Jerry watched his daughter become ill
from leukemia, struggle with the dis-
ease, and eventually lose the struggle.
Years after he watched his daughter
die, Jerry learned of the water con-
tamination at Camp Lejeune and has
not rested since.

I first met Jerry 4 years ago when he
testified powerfully on the Science and
Technology Committee’s Sub-
committee on Investigations and Over-
sight, which I then -chaired. Jerry
worked shoulder to shoulder with oth-
ers, including Tom Townsend, Mike
Partain, Jim Fontella, the Byron fam-
ily and William Hill against long odds.
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The Janey Ensminger Act is the re-
sult of their remarkable efforts. They
were always faithful to the cause of
justice for those harmed by the con-
taminated drinking water.

The Janey Ensminger Act will re-
quire the VA to provide medical cov-
erage for certain illnesses to veterans
who served at Camp Lejeune between
1957 and 1987, and to their families. The
VA will be the ‘“‘payer of last resort.”
Justice requires no less for the people
harmed by the water contamination at
Camp Lejeune.

The harm will never be fully made
right. The bill will not help Janey or
her father. But the Janey Ensminger
Act acknowledges responsibility and
provides needed treatment for many
others.

The marines who have championed
this legislation served our democracy
when they wore our Nation’s uniform,
and they served our democracy by
their determination to obtain justice
for the people harmed by the toxic
drinking water at Camp Lejeune.

———

THE POLITICS OF FAIRNESS—ILE.,
THE POLITICS OF FAVORITISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. PoE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, we
have heard a lot about fairness from
the President lately. Perhaps his Chi-
cago advisers think that if he distracts,
divides, and creates envy all in the
name of so-called ‘‘fairness,” Ameri-
cans will ignore their thin wallets and
stacked up bills. But the people are
smarter than back-room government
policycrats.

If the President is reelected in Janu-
ary, he will have inherited a weak
economy from his predecessor—him-
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self. Then who will he blame? The
President was elected to solve prob-
lems, not place blame and make ex-
cuses for failure.

Like most Americans, I want the ad-
ministration to succeed, but the evi-
dence is not on the administration’s
side. With unemployment higher than 8
percent for 41 months—even higher for
recent college graduates at above 50
percent—and our deficit above $15 tril-
lion, there isn’t much of a record to
stand on.

So we are involved in a new Madison
Avenue campaign diversion called ‘‘Re-
make America’” to make America
“fair.” Of course, fairness is in the eyes
of the beholder, and it means different
things to different folks; but it cer-
tainly sounds good at first glance.

Mr. Speaker, let’s look at this idea.
The politics of ‘‘fairness’” are used
when politicians want you to ignore
their record and then claim that some
people just haven’t been treated fairly.
This is a mere diversion from failed
policy, failed ideas. When you look at
the record, you’ll see that this admin-
istration’s definition of ‘‘fairness’’ real-
ly means ‘‘favoritism.”

There is no fairness in crony cap-
italism. That is favoritism. There is no
fairness in a perpetual bailout culture
where the omnipotent government
deems some too big to fail and others
too small to succeed. That is favor-
itism. There is no fairness in forcing
Americans to fork over money to pay
for failed pet endeavors like Solyndra.
That is favoritism. There is no fairness
in an unaccountable government that
constantly takes money from the
working people and squanders it in a
failed stimulus—or two. That is favor-
itism. And there is no fairness in en-
forcing some laws while proudly ignor-
ing other laws. That is favoritism.

What this ‘‘fairness’” debate—or the
politics of favoritism—achieves is a
systematic desire by government to
create animosity—animosity towards
those who have or are just trying to
achieve some success. It also creates
animosity toward government from
those who built it on their own without
being a member of the government’s
favored class.

This debate degrades the American
Dream because it removes the equality
of opportunity and creates a class of fa-
vorites—the class of government
“friends.”

There is no equality or fairness in
forced equal outcomes. Since some peo-
ple are more successful than others, to
paraphrase Lincoln, the government,
which cannot make everyone rich, is
trying to accomplish what it can do—
make everyone poor and dependent on
the government for success. This is
fairness? I think not.

Instead of encouraging individuals to
succeed on their own, this administra-
tion tells citizens that they need the
government. In fact, according to The
Wall Street Journal, almost 50 percent
of the population lives in a household
where at least one member receives a
government benefit.
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Bad policies have forced more Ameri-
cans to grow dependent on government.
The President wants to, in his own
words, remake America. Remake it
into what? A Nation where the govern-
ment is running roughshod over our
lives and our liberty? A country where
no one is allowed to succeed unless the
government gives permission? No
thanks. I thought we threw that idea
away when we left the regime of King
George III.

America doesn’t need to be remade
into a Third World country totally op-
pressed by a government that wants
America to be another European nanny
state where special favoritism is given
to government’s special friends.

We need to return to what our coun-
try was founded on: the pursuit of op-
portunity or, as Jefferson said it, the
right of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.

The American Dream—a dream that
can come true with individualism and
hard work and without a government
that punishes ambition, creativity, and
success while rewarding failure—all in
the name of fairness.

The politics of favoritism, under the
guise of ‘‘fairness,”” is not the America
we need. Mr. Speaker, the America I
know doesn’t need to be remade into
the politics of favoritism.

And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIS
EDWARDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BASS) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life of a friend
and a remarkable individual from Los
Angeles, Willis Edwards.

For the past 40 years, Mr. Edwards
tirelessly advocated for civil and polit-
ical rights and worked to ensure that
positive images of African Americans
were seen by the American public.

Throughout his life, Willis Edwards
was known for his strength of convic-
tion and passion for the promotion of
the African American community.
After working for the Robert Kennedy
Presidential campaign in college and
earning a Bronze Star in the U.S. Army
during the Vietnam war, Edwards
helped to elect the first African Amer-
ican mayor of Los Angeles, Tom Brad-
ley, and served as the youngest-ever
city commissioner on his Social Serv-
ices Commission.

Mr. Edwards continued his career of
service as the director of black student
services at the University of Southern
California, where he helped future gen-
erations of students discover their pas-
sion.

In 1982, Mr. Edwards was elected
president of the Beverly Hills-Holly-
wood branch of the NAACP. Under his
leadership, the branch fought to im-
prove the image and gain more jobs for
African Americans in front of and be-
hind the scenes in Hollywood. As presi-
dent in 1986, he helped to nationally
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televise the NAACP Image Awards,
which continues today as a highly re-
garded entertainment event.

Mr. Edwards never shied away from
controversial subjects or issues. After
his diagnosis with AIDS, he used his
position on the national board of the
NAACP to publicly discuss the impact
of HIV/AIDS in the African American
community, and he organized the
NAACP’s participation in World AIDS
Day. Despite his health challenges, Mr.
Edwards continued to support his
friends and communities.

Until Rosa Parks’s death in 2002, Mr.
Edwards was a friend and confidant of
the civil rights legend. He helped to
promote her legacy by escorting her to
the 1998 Oscar ceremony and worked
alongside former Congresswoman Julia
Carson for Parks to receive the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor. Upon her
death, Edwards arranged for her to lie
in state here in the Capitol rotunda.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have
called Willis Edwards a friend and a
mentor. He has left an indelible mark
on Los Angeles, and his dedication to
California and national politics will
never be forgotten. It is a great honor
to recognize his life here on the floor
today. His spirit and vision will truly
be missed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 28
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

As the Members of this people’s
House return, grant them the gen-
erosity to serve You as You deserve; to
give of their industry and not count
the cost; to fight for their convictions
and not heed the political wounds; to
toil and not seek for rest; to labor and
not ask for reward except for knowing
that, in being their best selves, they do
Your will.

And, dear God, on this day, we ask
Your blessing upon the family of Tim
Harroun. Grant them peace and con-
solation as they mourn the loss of their
mother.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
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last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxX) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

————

REGULATORY REFORM

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. The President’s policies
have failed and are making the econ-
omy worse.

Since President Obama took office,
we’ve seen a 52 percent increase in
completed regulations deemed ‘‘eco-
nomically significant,”” which means
they cost the economy at least $100
million a year. We can’t create a fair
system for job creators when the gov-
ernment keeps changing the rules. We
can’t help the job seeker by punishing
the job creator with more government
red tape.

How can someone who believes that
small business owners didn’t even build
their own businesses understand the ef-
fects of red tape? He can’t.

That is why House Republicans
passed the Red Tape Reduction and
Small Business Job Creation Act—a
combination of pro-growth bills aimed
at cutting red tape to make it easier
for small businesses to create more
jobs. In order to grow more jobs for the
American people, we need to shrink the
amount of red tape coming from Wash-
ington.

———

TAX RATES

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, in ex-
actly 5-months’ time, the tax rates for
every tax filer in this country will go
up in the event of the so-called ‘‘fiscal
cliff,” which most mainstream econo-
mists believe would push our country
back into a double-dip recession.

There is hope, however.

Last week, the U.S. Senate passed a
measure which protects the incomes of
every tax filer up to $250,000 and allows
rates for incomes above that point to
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return to the Clinton-era rates. This is
a plan which will protect 98 percent of
the tax filers in this country from any
tax increase. It will help balance the
budget and will give confidence to the
financial markets, which are terrified
of the inability of this town to get its
business done.

We should act on the Senate’s plan.
The House Republican leadership has a
choice: let’s compromise; let’s get
something done; let’s help the econ-
omy—or let’s push this country into
brinksmanship, which for the last year
and a half has been the trademark of
the 112th Congress.

We can do better as the House of Rep-
resentatives. Let’s pass the Senate
measure. Let’s provide some confidence
for the American people and for the
U.S. economy to grow.

—————

THREATENING CONGRESS DOES
NOT SOLVE THE ISSUE OF SE-
QUESTRATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, in a recent opinion piece sub-
mitted to Politico, Jeffrey Zients, the
Acting Director for the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, wrote:

As President Barack Obama has said many
times, the sequester wasn’t meant to be im-
plemented. It was designed to cut so deep
that just threatening them would force Con-
gress to meet and agree on a big, balanced
package of deficit reduction.

If the President actually believed the
Budget Control Act would destroy jobs
and threaten our national security,
why did he sign the legislation into
law? Additionally, if he believed the
proposed cuts would frighten Members
of Congress, why has he remained si-
lent on this issue?

House Republicans have acted and
passed bipartisan legislation several
times replacing the sequester with re-
sponsible reforms as well as calling for
more government transparency to stop
the destruction of 200,000 jobs in Vir-
ginia alone.

I urge the President to support this
bill in order to promote peace through
strength.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

——————

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF VIETBAO
DAILY NEWS

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and celebrate the achievements
of VietBao Daily News. They are cele-
brating their 20th anniversary in the
Vietnamese American community. For
20 years, VietBao Daily News has
served its readers with comprehensive
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news, current affairs, as well as infor-
mation from the broader community
and from Vietnam.

VietBao Daily News is also a venue
for the Vietnamese people to preserve
the Vietnamese language and cultural
values through the Writing on America
Award initiative. This is a writing
competition that they hold every year
that allows the Vietnamese American
community to write short stories
about their experiences, whether their
experiences are those of coming over
from Vietnam or of their experiences
here. They judge it. They have winners.
Then they make a compilation of these
written stories. It’s for the archives.
It’s for the future. It’s for their com-
munity to understand where they come
from. It’s also for the broader Amer-
ican community to understand.

So I would like to congratulate all of
the winners and the participants of the
2012 Writing on America and Teen
Writing awards for submitting so many
incredible stories, some of which I have
had the opportunity to read. Again,
congratulations to your staff and for
your dedication towards the commu-
nity on this 20th anniversary.

—————

PROVIDING A ONE-YEAR EXTEN-
SION FOR MEDICARE PHYSICIAN
PAYMENT RATES

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, as a
physician and now as a legislator, I,
frankly, do not understand the way our
government continues to treat those
who care for America’s patients.

Earlier this month, I introduced leg-
islation, H.R. 6142, to provide a l-year
extension for Medicare physician pay-
ment rates. This allows patients to
continue to have access to their physi-
cians in the next year.

Look, this is no mystery. We all
know the last patch is going to expire
on December 31. We all know that be-
fore December 31 of this year that
somehow we’ll cobble together and pro-
vide another patch. Why not do that
now? Why make them wait until the
deadline? They can’t plan. They can’t
grow their practices. They can’t ex-
pand because they don’t know what
their government is going to do to
them.

Further compounding the problem
this year is the specter of sequestra-
tion that occurs on January 1. No mat-
ter how you slice it, it’s another 2 per-
cent cut on top of the 27 to 29 percent
cut they are already going to get under
the SGR.

Let’s do the right thing. We could
pass this bill under suspension this
afternoon. We could provide our Na-
tion’s physicians the stability and the
certainty that they need to continue to
see the patients we’ve asked them to
serve.
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SATPAN SOUTHERN HIGH SCHOOL
MANTA RAY CONCERT BAND

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, here’s a
story to make us all cheer: 46 high
school musicians from America’s
smallest insular area raise a quarter of
a million dollars to go to London and
perform during the Olympics where
they win a silver medal.

This is the story of the Saipan
Southern High School Manta Ray Con-
cert Band, who played their hearts out
at the London Celebration Music Fes-
tival this week in Central Hall West-
minster. We are all cheering in the
Northern Mariana Islands because the
Manta Rays represent us all.

We’re the only U.S. insular area that
did not send athletes to London. We
sent our student musicians, and they
came away with silver. It took bake
sales, rummage sales, garage sales, a
bowling tournament, tree plantings,
car washes, a radio telethon, lunches,
and raffles. It took business, govern-
ment, civic organizations, and indi-
vidual donors all chipping in because
these kids dared us to dream.

Ten years ago, there was no high
school band in our islands. Most fami-
lies could not afford to buy an instru-
ment. Today, through the faith, effort,
and determination of the students,
we’re all inspired, confirming the belief
that there is no better investment than
in our children.

Congratulations, Manta Rays.

——————

RUSSIA AND THE WORLD TRADE
ORGANIZATION

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, August 22
is a very important date.

The reason I say that is that August
22 is the date that Russia will become
a member of the World Trade Organiza-
tion. It’s a done deal. Both Houses of
the Russian Parliament have passed it,
and it’s been agreed to.

I point to this day because there are
many who believe that as we look at a
vote on permanent normal trade rela-
tions with Russia that will be on the
horizon—we’re not going to be able to
do it this week; I hope we will do it
shortly after we come back in Sep-
tember—there are some who believe
that we are playing a role in getting
Russia into the World Trade Organiza-
tion. That is not the case.

All we’re saying, Mr. Speaker, is that
since Russia is already going to be a
member as of August 22 of the World
Trade Organization, we want to make
sure that U.S. workers and U.S. busi-
nesses will have the opportunity to
have access to the 140 million con-
sumers in Russia.
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Mr. Speaker, it’s important for us to
note the question is not whether or not
Russia will be a member of the WTO,
because I believe that our access will
play a role in undermining the policies
of Vladimir Putin. The question is: Are
we going to get our Western values
into Russia? We need to say ‘‘yes.”

———
COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-

TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chair of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, which was read and, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Appropriations:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE,

Washington, DC, July 26, 2012.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,

The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: On July 26, 2012, pursu-
ant to section 3307 of Title 40, United States
Code, the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure met in open session to con-
sider resolutions to authorize 12 lease
prospectuses included in the General Serv-
ices Administration’s (GSA) FY2011 and
FY2012 Capital Investment and Leasing Pro-
grams (CILP) and one resolution to author-
ize the exercise of a purchase option on cur-
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rently leased space for $14 million below fair
market value.

Our Committee continues to work to cut
waste and the cost of federal property and
leases. The resolutions approved by the Com-
mittee will save the taxpayer $10.3 million
annually or $178 million over the terms of
the leases. These resolutions ensure savings
through lower rents, shrinking the space re-
quirements of agencies, avoidance of hold-
over penalties, and efficiencies created
through consolidation. In addition, the Com-
mittee has included space utilization re-
quirements in each of the resolutions to en-
sure agencies are held to appropriate utiliza-
tion rates.

I have enclosed copies of the resolutions
adopted by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure on July 26, 2012.

Sincerely,
JOHN L. MICA,
Chairman.
Enclosures

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, NATIONAL

NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, WASH-

INGTON, DC

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a replace-
ment lease of up to 89,000 rentable square
feet of space for the Department of Energy,
National Nuclear Security Administration,
currently located at 9556 L’Enfant Plaza
North, SW, Washington, D.C. at a proposed
total annual cost of $4,361,000 for a lease
term of up to 15 years, a prospectus for which
is attached to and included in this resolu-
tion.

July 31, 2012

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 202 square feet or
less per person as detailed in the Housing
Plan contained in the prospectus.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 202 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option
that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number; PDC-04-WALl]

Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a replacement lease of up to 89,000
rentable square feet (rsf) for the Department of Energy (DOE) National Nuclear Security
Administration (NNSA), currently located at 955 L’Enfant Plaza North, SW, Washington, DC.

Description

Occupants: DOE-NNSA

Delineated Area: Washington, DC Central Employment
Area, North of Massachusetts Avenue, and
Southwest Waterfront

Lease Type: Replacement
Justification: Expiring Lease (7/31/2012)
Expansion Space; None
Number of Parking Spaces: None
Scoring: Operating Lease
Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority: 15 years
Maximum Rentable Square Feet: 89,000
Current Total Annual Cost: $2,790,890
Proposed Total Annual Cost:' $4,361,000
* Maximum Proposed Rental Rate®: $49.00

Energy Performance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and other
documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks authorization.
GSA encourages offerors to work with energy service providers to exceed minimum
requirements set forth in the procurement.

! Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in real estate taxes

and operating costs.
? This estimate is for fiscal year 2012 and may be escalated by 1.7 percent annually to the effective date of the lease

to account for inflation.

Page 1
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number: PDC-04-WA11

Authorization
. Approval of this prospectus by the House Committee on Transportation and

Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will
constitute authority to lease space in a facility that will yield the required rentable area.

J Approval of this prospectus will constitute authority to provide an interim lease, if
necessary, prior to the execution of the new lease.

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on September 10, 2010

s 0 Sl

Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Approved: /%Mm QWM

Administrator, G neral Services Administration

Page 2



Novemper 2009 Housing Plan PDC-04-WA1ll
Department of Energy Washington, DC
National Nuclear Security Administration
Curreat — Proposed
Locations Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF) Persongel Usable Square Feet (USF)
Office Total Office Storage Special Total Office Total Office Storage Special Total
955 L'Enfant Plaza 250 250 68,348 - 5,530 73,878
Proposed Lease 264 264 68,348 - 5,530 73.878
Total 250 250 68,348 - 5,530 73,878 264 264 68,348 - 5,530 73878
¥*

Current Proposed Special Space USF
Conference 1,968
Utilizatiou Rate 213 202 Copy Center 1,356
) Food Service 324
Current UR excludes 15,037 USF of office support space LAN 558
Proposed UR excludes 15,037 USF of office support space Security 1324
Total 5,530

Usable square footage means the portion of the building available for use by tenants’ personnel and furnishings, and space available jointly to the

occupants of the building (e.g.,auditorium, health units and snack bars). Usable square footage does not include space devoted to building operations

and maintenance (e.g., craft shops, gear rooms, building supply rooms, rest rooms and lobbies).

groz ‘1 Anp
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, OFFICE OF
JUSTICE PROGRAMS, WASHINGTON, DC

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a replace-
ment lease of up to 292,173 rentable square
feet of space, including 7 parking spaces, for
the Department of Justice, Office of Justice
Programs (OJP), currently located at 800 K
Street, NW and 810 7th Street, NW, Wash-
ington, D.C., at a proposed total annual cost
of $14,316,477 for a lease term of up to 15
years, a prospectus for which is attached to
and included in this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.
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Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 128 square feet or
less per person.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 128 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, the 1,242 personnel identified
in the Housing Plan contained in the pro-
spectus are consolidated into the 292,173
rentable square feet of space authorized in
this resolution.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option

July 31, 2012

that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number: PDC-06-WAT11

Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a replacement lease(s) of up to 375,000
rentable square feet (rsf) for the Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs (OJP), located
at 800 K Street, NW and 810 7" Street, NW in Washington DC.

The proposed lease(s) includes expansion space that is based on the average growth rates of OJP
in the preceding decade, and the need for shared space. Within the past seven years, OJP has
experienced a 31% pgrowth in employees/contractors due to an increased workload. OJP is
expected to hire an additional 63 full time employces by 2011. The expansion space will
accommodate the current demand and future growth while alleviating the overcrowding.

Acquisition Strategy

In order to maximize flexibility in acquiring space to house OJP elements, GSA may issue a
single, multiple award lease solicitation that will allow offerors to provide blocks of space able to
meet these requirements in whole or in part.

Description

Occupants: oJp

Delineated Area: Washington, DC Central Employment Area,
North of Massachusetts Avenue, and
Southwest Waterfront)

Lease Type: Replacement/Expansion

Justification: Expiring Leases: 10/31/2011 and 8/31/2013
Expansion Space: : 57,000 rsf

Number of Parking Spaces: ' 7 Official Government Vehicles

Scoring: Operating Lease

Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority: 15 years

' DOJ’s security requirements may necessitate control of the parking at the leased focation. This may be
accomplished as a lessor-furnished service, as a separate operating agreement with the lessor, or as part of the
Government's Jeasehold interest in the building.

Page |
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GSA : PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number: PDC-06-WAL]

Maximum Rentable Square Feet: 375,000 rsf
Current Total Annual Cost: $11,923,460
Proposed Total Annual Cost:? $18,375,000
Maximum Proposed Rental Rate:® $49.00 per rsf

Energy Performance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and other
documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks authorization.
GSA encourages offerors to work with energy service providers to exceed minimum
requirements set forth in the procurement.

Authorization
e Approval of this prospectus by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will

constitute authority to lease space in a facility that will yield the required rentable area.

e Approval of this prospectus will constitute authority to provide an interim lease, if
necessary, prior to the execution of the new lease.

2 Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in real estate 1axes
and operating costs.

* This estimate is for fiscal year 2013 and may be escalated by 1.7 percent annually to the effective date of the lease
10 account for inflation.

Page 2
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number: PDC-06-WATl

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on December 21, 2010

e LA DG

* N 4 . . . .
Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Approved: / Mﬂ/f ﬁ/Lﬂ Qﬂ AAMW

Admnnslzatox enexa Services Administration
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June 2010 Housing Plan
Department of Justice
Office Of Justice Programs

Prospectus Number PDC-06-WA11

Current Proposed
Luocations Pcrvonael Usable Square Feet (USF) Persooncl Usable Square Feet (USF)
Officc Total Office Storage Special Total Office Tozal Oflice Storage Special Total
810 7th Street, NW §%9 839 174,449 2.010 33.406 209,865
800 K Strece NW 290 290 45318 550 9,143 55,011
Proposcd Leaxe - 1.242 1,242 260913 5.024 46.286 312,223
Total 1.179 1,179 219,767 2,560 42.549 264,876 1242 1,242 260,913 5.024 46.286 312,223
Curreat Proposed Special Space USF

Confcrence 18,400
Utilization Rate 143 164 ADP 1,500
File Room 11.700
Current UR excludes 48,349 USF of Office tor support space Break Rooms 5.000
Proposed UR excludes $7.401 USF of otlice for support space Health Unit 900
. . . . , . . .. Showers/Locke 500

Usable square footaye means the portion of the building available for use by tenants’ personnel and fumishings. and space available jointly to the y
occupants of the building (... auditoriurn, health units and soack bars). Usable square footage does not include space devoted to building operations SCI‘F‘ 130
and mainicrunce (¢.g.. craft shops. gear rooms, building supply rooms. rest rooms and lobbis). Truning 1.500
Sccuifty 1.000
Copv Rooms 4200
Total 46.286

HSNOH — @Y0ddd TVNOISSTIONOD 9YECH
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS,
ATLANTA, GA

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a lease
consolidation of up to 191,156 rentable square
feet of space, including 343 structured and 60
surface parking spaces, for the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation in Atlanta, GA, at a
proposed total annual cost of $5,925,836 for a
lease term of up to 20 years, a prospectus for
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
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tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 105 square feet or
less per person.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 105 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option
that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

H5347

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ATLANTA, GA
Prospectus Number: PGA-O1-ATI!
Congressional District: 04

Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a lease consolidation with
expansion of up to 263,000 rentable square feet (rsf) with 343 structured and 60 surface
parking spaces for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in Atlanta, GA.

The FBI has undergone a fundamental shift in programs and functions to meet the needs
of the global war on terrorism and other high priority missions. It is transforming its field
offices into facilities that enhance collaboration, stimulate communication, enable long-
term flexibility, and use resources in a more sustainable manner. The expanded FBI
intelligence mission requires secure space to support connectivity and communications at
the Top Secret level.

The Atlanta Field Office covers a variety of highly visible programs to include
international and domestic terrorism, Safe Streets, Mortgage Fraud, Gangs, Auto Cargo,
Crimes Against Children, Public Corruption and Human Trafficking. Atlanta is the
regional hub for information technology as well as the Special Weapons, Tactics and
Evidence Response Teams. All of these programs require collaboration with other law
enforcement and intelligence partners. The Atlanta field office currently occupies space
which results in inefficient, non-collaborative, and compartmentalized work
environments that hinder successful investigations. Expansion for the Atlanta Field
Office is required to meet the needs of the joint terrorism task forces and the field
intelligence group. It will allow creation of large open spaces to foster synergy, increased
productivity, and collaboration within the FBI and with their intelligence and law
enforcement partners in these efforts.

The FBI is currently located under leases at 2635 Century Parkway, 3301 Buckeye Road
in Atlanta, GA and warehouse space at 6544 Warren Drive in Norcross, GA. None of
these locations have any significant setback or perimeter security or meets the current
Interagency Security Criteria for a Level IV agency. In addition, the current facility
cannot provide the expansion space necessary to support all of the required programs and
operational responsibilities of the Atlanta Field Office. A new consolidated location will
provide the FBI with sufficient space to meets its current and future requirements, and
allow for full compliance with the ISC guideline.

GSA is proposing a new lease in an existing single tenant facility within the established
delineated area. A comprehensive survey revealed that no existing federal space exists
that could fulfill this requirement.
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PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ATLANTA, GA
Prospectus Number: PGA-01-ATI1
Congressional District: 04
Description
Occupants: FBI

Delineated Arca:

Lease Type:
Justification:

Number of Parking Spaces:

Expansion Space:

Scoring:

Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority:
Maximum Rentable Square Feet:
Current Total Annual Cost:

Proposed Total Annual Cost':
Maximum Proposed Rental Rate’:

Summary of Energy Compliance

CBD, and the Interstate 85 North -
[nterstate 285, NE arc corridor
Consolidation/Expansion

Expiring leases; 1/31/12, 6/30/11,
8/15/11, expanded mission and
increased security standards.

403 (343 structured and 60 surface)
84,000 RSF

Operating Lease

20 years

263,000

$3,505,416

$8,153,000

$31.00 per rentable square foot

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and
other documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks
authorization. GSA encourages offerors to work with energy service providers to exceed
minimum requirements set forth in the procurement.

Authorizations

s Approval of this prospectus by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will
constitute authority to lease space in a facility that will yield the required area.

¢ Approval of this prospectus will constitute authority to provide an interim lease, if
necessary, prior to the execution of the new lease.

'Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in real estate

taxes and operating costs.

N

the lease 1o account for inflation.

“This estimate is for fiscal year 2012 and may be escalated by 1.7 percent annually to the effective date of

H5349
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ATLANTA, GA
Prospectus Number: PGA-01-ATI1
Congressional District: 04

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on __ December 21, 2010

e RO N

" Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Approved: ﬂ A %5{ OMZ/VI/W“M

Administrator, General Services Administration




Februar 2010 Housir~ Plag PGA "7-ATl
1 At ., GA
Current Proposed
Personnel Usable Square Feer (USF) Personnel Usable Square Feer (USF)
Locations Office Uotal Office LStorage {Special l Total | Office {Total Office { Storage f Special l Total
2635 Century Pkwy Atlanta GA 448 448 55.848| 16.754] 39,093 111,695 0 0 0 0 Q 0
3301 Buckeye Rd, Atlanta GA 48 48 12,595 6,800] 1,020f 20415
6544 Warren Dr Norcross GA 0 0 22.848 22,848
New Lease 0 0 0 0 0 0 6451 645 119,512 42,250f 66,160 227,922
Total: 496 496 68,443] 46,402 40,113] 154,958] 645] 645! 119,512 42,250] 66,160] 227,922
| Current | Proposed Special Space
Utilization Restrooms 1.220
Rate | 108 | 145 Health Unit 790
Physical Fitness 4.000
Current UR excludes 15,057 USF of office support space Conference / Training 10,760
Proposed UR excludes 26,293 USF of office support space Workbench 1,700
Vehicle Bays 18,030
Gun Vault 400
Shredder Room 500
Mail 850
Mug and Fingerprint 250
Breakroom 2,300
Evidence / Photo 1,700
ADP 21,920
Emergency Generator 500
Visitor Screening 500
Loading Dock 740
Total: 66,160

USF means the portion of the building available for use by a tenant's personnel and furnishings and space available jointly to the occupants of the building.
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, DEFENSE

SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY, NORTHERN

VIRGINIA

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrasfructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a replace-
ment lease of up to 87,000 rentable square
feet of space, including 5 parking spaces, for
the Department of Defense, Defense Security
Cooperation Agency currently located at
Crystal Gateway North, 201 12th Street
South formerly recorded as 1111 Jefferson
Davis Highway, Arlington, VA, at a proposed
total annual cost of $3,306,000 for a lease
term of up to 20 years, a prospectus for which
is attached to and included in this resolu-
tion.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 141 square feet or
less per person.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 141 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option

July 31, 2012

that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY
NORTHERN VIRGINIA

Prospectus Number: PVA-06-WAT1
Congressional District: 8

Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a replacement lease of up to 100,000
rentable square feet (rsf) and 5 inside parking spaces for the Department of Defense (DoD)
Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) currently located at Crystal Gateway North, 201
12" Street South formerly recorded as 1111 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, VA.

DSCA is currently collocated with several other DoD components at Crystal Gateway North.
DoD is housed in approximately 205,000 rsf under two separate leases for 71,465 rsf and
133,292 sf. DSCA occupies approximately one quarter of this space and the balance is
occupied by DoD components that are required by the Base Realignment and Closure Act to
relocate to DoD owned space by September 2011, GSA submitted lease prospectus PVA-02-
WAOQ8 on August 1, 2007 to extend the 133,292 rsf lease, which expired June 5, 2009, for three
years. The 71,465 rsf lease was below the prospectus threshold and was extended separately. To
mitigate vacant space within these leases, DSCA will remain at Crystal Gateway North during
the extensions and will synchronize its move to a replacement leased location with the relocation
of the remaining DoD components to DoD owned locations.

DSCA personnel are currently scattered throughout Gateway North Building with employees and
supervisors offices located in different suites on different floors. This housing arrangement is
disruptive to employee productivity because the space is not contiguous and does not promote a
cohesive working environment. The new location will provide DSCA with contiguous space in
one building.

DSCA anticipates an additional increase in personnel of approximately 11 percent by 2011 and
also requires additional space. Moreover, DSCA requires onsite conference and training space at
their proposed location to accommodate large meeting/training sessions. DSCA’s current
practice of renting offsite conference space is problematic because it is costly, requires disruptive
travel between the office and the meeting location, and is not equipped to accommodate
sensitive/classified meetings.

The current leased location is not compliant with DoD Minimum Anti-Terrorism Standards for
Buildings effective for all leases that expire in FY 2007 and beyond. These requirements include
but are not limited to: progressive collapse, DoD full building occupancy, 82 foot setback from
the curb, and control of underground parking. GSA will solicit for a facility that is compliant
with the DoD Minimum Antiterrorism Standards for Buildings.

Page |
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY
NORTHERN VIRGINIA

Prospectus Number: PVA-06-WAT1
Congressional District: 8

Description

Occupants: DOD

Delineated Area: Northern Virginia

Lease Type: Consolidation/Expansion

Justification: Expiring leases (6/05/12 & 3/13/14)
DoD Anti-Terrorism Standards

Expansion Space: 47,162 1sf

Number of Parking Spaces': S Inside (official government vehicles)

Scoring: Operating lease

Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority: 20 years

Maximumn Rentable Square Feet: 100,000

Current Total Annual Cost: $1,580,000

Proposed Total Annual Cost?: $3,800,000

Maximum Proposed Rental Rate’; $38.00

Summary of Energy Compliance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and other
documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks authorization.
GSA will encourage offerors to work with energy service providers to exceed minimum
requirements set forth in the procurement.

' The Depaniment of Defense sccurity requirements may necessitate control of the parking garage at the leased
location. This may be accomplished as a lessor-furnished service, as a separate operating agreement with the lessor,
or as part of the Governiment’s leasehold interest in the building.

? Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in real estate taxes
and operating costs.

* This estimate is for fiscal year 2012 and may be escalated by 1.70 percent annually to the effective date of the lease
to account for inflation.

Page 2
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION AGENCY
NORTHERN VIRGINIA

Prospectus Number; PVA-06-WATI
Congressional District: 8

Authorization

e Approval of this prospectus by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will
counstitute authority to lease space in a facility that will yield the required rentable
area.

» Approval of this prospectus will constitute authority to provide an interim lease, if
necessary, prior to the execution of the new lease.

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on December 21, 2010

Recommended: &fﬂQ Zﬁj{ <‘AQ\

Commissioner, Public Buildings™Service

Approved: Z%/(/j ﬁ(ﬂ QV/Z(/W)#’ N

Administrator, Gerferal Services Administration

Page 3



June 2010 Housing Plan Arlington, VA
Department of Defense PVA-06-WAL1l
Defense Security Cooperation Agency
Current Proposed
Locations Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF) Personnel Usable Square Feet (USI)
Office Toul Office Storage Special Total Office Total Office Storage Special Total
Crvtal Gateway North 270 270 44,082 - - 44,082
New Lease 300 300 63.804 4.001 13623 83.428
Total 270 270 44,082 - - 44,082 300 300 63804 4,001 15,623 83,428
Current Proposed Special Space USF
Utilization ADP 3.506
Rate 127 166 Food Service 2082
Conf./Tramin 7.824
Curreat UR excludes 9.698 USF of Office for support space Cf)pv Room 52‘3
Proposed UR excludes 14,037 USF of office for support space Library 763
Mail/Security 588
Private Toilet 94
SCIF 235
Total 15,623

Usable square footuge means the portion of the building available for use by enants' personnel and furnishings, and space available joindy to
the occupants of the building (¢.g..auditorium, health units and snack bars). Usable square footage docs not include space devoled to building,

opcrations and mainknaace (¢.¢.. craft shops. gear rooms. building supply rooms. rest rooms and fobbies).
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION,
PHILADELPHIA, PA

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a replace-
ment lease of up to 172,000 rentable square
feet of space and 49 parking spaces for the
General Services Administration, currently
located in the Strawbridge’s Building at 20
North Eighth Street in Philadelphia, PA at a
proposed total annual cost of $5,848,000 for a
lease term of up to 20 years, a prospectus for
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 107 square feet or
less per person.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 107 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option
that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

H5357

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Prospectus Number: PPA-OI-PHI1I
Congressional District: 1,2

Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a replacement lease of up to
231,000 rentable square feet (rsf) and 49 parking spaces for the GSA regional office.
GSA is currently located in the Strawbridge’s Building at 20 North Eighth Street in
Philadelphia, PA.

Throughout the term of the existing lease, GSA’s regional office experienced an
unanticipated growth in personnel of approximately 30 percent due in large part to an
increase in workload and organizational changes. GSA has accommodated the increased
personnel without increasing the amount of space under the current lease. This
prospectus proposes an increase of approximately 33,000 rst to house GSA’s current
personnel and to accommodate GSA’s Federal Acquisition Service (FAS) workload
realignment of employees from Crystal City, VA to Philadelphia.

Description

Occupants: GSA
Delineated Area: Central Business District
Lease Type: Replacement with expansion

Justification:

Number of Parking Spaces:
Expansion Space:

Scoring:

Proposed Maximuin Leasing Authority:

Maximum Rentable Square Feet:
Current Total Annual Cost:
Proposed Total Annual Cost':
Maximum Proposed Rental Rate?:

Expiring Lease 12/15/12

49 structured

33,000 rsf

Operating Lease

20 years

231,000

54,064,372

$7,854,000

$34.00 per rentable square foot

'Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases jn real estate
taxes and operating costs.
*This estimate is for fiscal year 2013 and may be escalated by 1.7 percent annually to the effective date of
the Iease to account for inflation.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
PHILADELPHIA, PA

Prospectus Number: PPA-01-PHI!
Congressional District: i,2

Energy Performance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and
other documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks
authorization. GSA encourages offerors to work with energy service providers to exceed
minimum requirements set forth in the procurement.

Authorizations

o Approval of this prospectus by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will
constitute authority to lease space in a facility that will yield the required area.

¢ Approval of this prospectus will constitute authority to provide an interim lease, if
necessary, prior to the execution of the new lease.

.Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

. . December 21, 2010
Submitted at Washington, DC, on

weerms_ LA AL

Commissioner, Public Buildings Serwce

Approved: / V/ﬂ/l 71116( O/V ZDVV)’M

Adminislratoﬁ General Services Administration




November, 2010

Housing Plan

Philadelphia , PA

General Services Administration PPA-C1-PH11
Current Proposed
Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF) Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF)
Locations Office] Total | Office |Storage]Special] Total |Office|Total] Office | Storage |Special| Total
THE STRAWBRIDGE'S BUILDING
General Services Administration 642 6421 1155211 23671 20.648] 138,536
General Services Administration * 50 50 20.000 20,000
NEW LEASE
General Services Administration 763] 763 148,428 6.391] 29,963 184,782
Total: 692 692| 135,521} 2,367| 20,648| 138,536] 763) 763 148,428 6,391] 29,963| 184,782
* Lease to Accommodate Additional FAS Personnel relocating from Crystal City
| Current] Proposed Special Space
Utilization Restroom 375
Rate | 153 | 152 Physical Fitness 2,500
Conference 13,895
Current UR excludes 29,8135 USF of office support space ADP 2.280
Proposed UR excludes 32,659 USF of office support space Food Service 4313
’ High Density File 6.200
Totalk: 29.963

USFE means the portion of the building available for use by a tenant’s personnel and furnishings and space available jointly to the occupants of the building.
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July 31, 2012

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—BUREAU OF PUBLIC DEBT,
PARKERSBURG, WV

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a super-
seding lease of up to 284,209 rentable square
feet of space and 10 parking spaces for the
Bureau of Public Debt, currently located at
200 Third Street in Parkersburg, WV at a
proposed total annual cost of $5,5627,865 for a
lease term of up to 20 years, a prospectus for
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 179 square feet or
less per person as detailed in the Housing
Plan contained in the prospectus.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 179 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option
that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

H5361

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPLECTUS - LEASE
BUREAU OF PUBLIC DEBT

PARKERSBURG, WV
Prospectus Number: PWV-01-PA]I
Congressional District: 01

Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a superseding lease of up to
284,209 rentable square feet (rst) and 10 parking spaces for the Bureau of Public Debt
(BPD). The BPD facility is currently located at 200 Third Street in Parkersburg, WV,

The current lease at this facility, which houses over 1,000 employees, is set to expire on
October 14, 2014, A superseding lease will enable the lessor to undertake building
system upgrades prior to the expiration of the current lease including much needed
improvements to the electrical system distribution and capacity within the building.
Additional improvements include the replacement of several key building systems to
make the building more cnergy efficient. The proposed improvements will result in a
cost savings for the government since this lease is net of utilities.

The proposed rental rate is structured such that the government will continue to pay the
current lease rate through the end of the original lease term, upon which the rental rate
will increase to the maximum proposed rental rate of this prospectus, and will remain at
this rate, excluding operating cost escalations, until the expiration of the superseding
lease.



July 31, 2012

GSA

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE
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PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
BUREAU OF PUBLIC DEBT
PARKERSBURG, WV

Prospectus Number:
Congressional District: 01

PWV-01-PA11

Description

Occupants: Bureau of Public Debt
Delineated Area: 200 Third Street
Parkersburg, WV
Lease Type: Superseding
Justification: Continuing need
Number of Parking Spaces: 10 surface
Expansion Space: 0 rsf
Scoring: Operating Lease
Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority: 20 years
Maximum Rentable Square Feet: 284,209
Current Total Annual Cost': $2,460,088
Proposed Total Annual Cost*: $5,527,865

Maximum Proposed Rental Rate™:

$19.45 per rentable square foot

Justification

The BPD’s facility at 200 Third Street was constructed in 1974 for the BPD and has been
100 percent occupied by the agency since its construction. The facility is located one
block west of the BPD’s 320 Avery Street building, a recently constructed leased
tacility, which is also 100 percent occupied by BPD. The BPD employees at both
downtown buildings collaborate on a daily basis, thereby increasing the inherent value of
locating these facilities in close proximity. Additionally, BPD occupies 2 leased facilities
within the surrounding communities, a recently constructed warehouse facility and the
Contingency and Alternate Processing Site (CAPS) facility located nearby in Mineral
Wells, West Virginia. All of these buildings are considered long term requirements of the
BPD, and represent the only BPD facilities, controlled by GSA, located outside of
Washington, D.C.

Due to the size of this continuing requirement there are no buildings available in the
Parkersburg area that could accommodate the entire requirement. Additionally, it far
exceeds the total amount of vacant space within the Parkersburg market making it
difficult to satisfy a substantial portion of the requirement in multiple locations.

" Current total annual cost until October 2014,

ZAny new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decrecases in real estate
ga.\'cs and operating costs. Includes operating costs paid directly by the Government,

“This estimate is for fiscal year 2015, the projected commencement of the new rental rate, and may be
escalated by 1.7 percent annually to the ¢ffective date of the lease to account for inflation.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
BUREAU OF PUBLIC DEBT

PARKERSBURG, WV
Prospectus Number: PWV-01-PAIl
Congressional District: 01

Summary of Energy Compliance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and
other documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks
authorization. GSA encourages offerors to work with energy service providers to exceed
the minimum requirements set forth in the procurement.

Authorizations

e Approval of this prospectus by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will
constitute authority to undertake improvements and enter into a superseding lease
at the existing BDP facility.

» Approval of this prospectus will also constitute authority, in the event GSA is
unable to secure a lease agreement with the incumbent lessor, to conduct a
competitive procurement for an alternate facility(s) in the City of Parkersburg,
WYV for the same maximum rentable square footage, rentable rate and lease term
included in this prospectus.

» Approval of this prospectus will constitute authority to provide an interim lease, if
necessary, prior to the execution of the new lease.

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on December 21, 2010

Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Approved: / &/ A% / 7/[5( ()Mom/f Pl

Administrator, Genetal Services Administration




June 2010 Housing Plan Parkersburg, WY
Bureau of Public Debt PWV-01-PAll
Current Proposed
Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF) Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF)
Locations Office| Total | Office [Storage][Special| Total [Office| Total| Office | Storage [ Special | Total
200 Third Street Building
Bureau of Public Debt ‘1.009] 1.009{ 231,138 0] 16.000| 247,138] 1,009{ 1.,009] 231,138 0] 16,000| 247,138
Total: 1,009] 1,009{ 231,138 0 16,000| 247,138| 1,009| 1,009 231,138 0| 16,000f 247,138
y
{ Current | Proposed Special Space
Utilization ADP 16,000
Rate [ 179 | 179 ' Total: 16,000

Current UR excludes 50,850 USF of office support space
Proposed UR excludes 50,850 USF of office support space

groz ‘1 Anp
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY,
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT,
PHOENIX, AZ

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a consoli-
dation lease of up to 131,000 rentable square
feet of space, including 318 parking spaces,
for the Department of Homeland Security,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement in
Phoenix, AZ, at a proposed total annual cost
of $5,305,500 for a lease term of up to 15 years,
a prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 100 square feet or
less per person as detailed in the Housing
Plan contained in the prospectus.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 100 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent

practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option

July 31, 2012

that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatoiy statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

PHOENIX, AZ
Prospectus Number: PAZ-01-PH12
Congressional District: 04

Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a consolidation and expansion
lease for up to 131,000 rentable square feet (rsf) and 318 secure parking spaces (10
structured and 308 surface) primarily for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in Phoenix, AZ. It is expected that the
requirement will be met through existing leased space.

Directed by Congress through the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to undertake a study
for consolidating the agency’s real property assets, ICE investigated the feasibility of co-
locating its offices. The July 2008 study, “Consolidation and Co-Location of Offices,”
(55 cities with an ICE presence) found that ICE’s current requirements could not be met
in current federally owned space and based on their co-location requirements, personnel
growth, and parking needs, a leased alternative was determined to be the best solution.

The co-location will consolidate ICE’s functions, provide strategic direction to better
manage ICE facilities and will allow ICE to accomplish its mission: to protect the
national security and uphold public safety by targeting criminal networks and terrorist
organizations that seek to do harm to the United States by exploiting vulnerabilities in our
immigration system, along our border, at federal facilities, and elsewhere.

ICE is currently located in several sites. A new location will provide the ICE with
sufficient space to meet its current requirements and reduce redundancies in multiple
locations. The proposed new lease will also allow for the co-location of DHS-Federal
Protective Service (FPS) and the Department of Justice (DOJ) Executive Office for
Immigration Review (EOIR) with ICE. Through an interagency Memorandum of
Understanding, ICE and EOIR, which is responsible for adjudicating immigration cases,
attempt to co-locate wherever possible.
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PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT
PHOENIX, AZ

Prospectus Number:

PAZ-01-PHI12

Congressional District: 04

Description

Occupants:
Delineated Area:

Lease Type:
Justification:

Number of Parking Spaces:
Expansion Space:
Sconng:

Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority:

Maximum Rentable Square Feet:
Current Annual Cost:

Proposed Total Annual Costs':
Maximum Proposed Rental Rate?:

DHS ICE; FPS, DOJ-EOIR
Expanded boundaries of the Phoenix
Central Business Area. Bounded by
Cactus Road to the north, Mariposa
Freeway to the south, Highway 17 to
the west, and Scottsdale Road to the
east.

Consolidation/Expansion

The current ICE facilities cannot meet
the space requirement necessary to
co-locate all ICE functions. Expiring
Leases: 10/31/2012; 10/31/2013;
12/31/2014

318 (10 structured and 308 surface)
54,000 rsf

Operating Lease

15 years

131,000

$3,324,759

$5,305,500

$40.50 per rentable square foot

July 31, 2012

1 . . . . .
Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in real estate

taxes and operating costs,
2 This estimate is for fiscal year 2014 and may be escalated by 1.7 percent annually to the effective date of
the lease to account for inflation.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

PHOENIX, AZ
Prospectus Number: PAZ-01-PHI2
Congressional District: 04

Summary of Energy Compliance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and
other documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks
authorization. GSA encourages landlords to work with energy service providers to
exceed minimum requirements set forth in the procurement.

Authorizations

* Approval of this prospectus by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will
constitute authority to lease space in a facility that will yield the required area.

e Approval of this prospectus will constitute authority to provide an interim lease, if
necessary, prior to the execution of the new lease,
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

PHOENIX, AZ
Prospectus Number: PAZ-01-PHI2
Congressional District: 04

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on March 9, 2011

Recommended: QQQM . Q@Q

Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Approved: /Mﬂ/l 7‘11 f Qﬂ W‘VI

Administrator, Genkral Services Administration




Novemb=r 2010 Housing Plan Phoenix, AL
Department neland Security . 01-PH12
Lmmigration an.  _stoms Eoforcement

Current Proposed
Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF) Personnel Usable Square Feet (USE)
Locations Office] Total | Office |Storage{Special] Total | Office] Total]l Office | Storage | Speeial] Total
3010 N, Second Street 33] 33 6,229] 0] 0] 6.229] 0] 0} 0] o] 0] 0
2035 N. Central Avenue 169] 169 23.051] of o] 23,051] o] o o o[ [ 0
2020 N. Central Avenue 18] 18] 6.575] o] o 6575 of ol 0] ol 0] ]
409 N, 5tb Street 15 115t 19478 o] 0l 19.478] of o] 1] of 0} [
301 East Virgnia 44] 44|  5715] [ of 5715] of o o qf of 0
16212 N 28th Street il 1| wal Al wal wal o o] ol ol of )
230 North First Street 7] 2878 N/A]  256] 3.134] o] of (I al of [
New Lease )
ICE 0 0 0 0 0 0f 5281 528 57,325 0} 26,1721 93497
EOIR 0 0 0 0 ] ] 31 31 4474 1,5811 9,024 1507%
Total; 397 3971 $3.926 0 256] 64,1821 559! 559 71,799 1.581; 35,196} 108,576
[ Current] Proposed Special Space

Utilization Laboratory 1270

Rate | 129 | 100 Holding Cell- 3,304

Restroom 146

Current UR excludes 14,063 USF of office support space Physical Fitness 1.783

Praposed UR excludes 15,796 USF of office support space Conference 3.947

ADP 1,661

V’T}me locations are outside of the GSA inveniory and do not have scparately identifiable space data. Courtroom 6,545

“These locations are within the GSA inventory but ICE is utilizing space that is not specifically assigned for ICE Judicial Chambers 1,593

personnel (c.g. Task Force space) and do not have separately identifiable space data. Legal / SCIF/HSDN 4394

Mail Rooms 563

Sallyport 2,043

Telephone Room 865

Interview Rooms 3303

Vaults 3.584

Break Rooms . 195

Total: 35,196

USE = _.ns the portion of the building available for use by a wnant's personnel and fumnishings and space available jointly to the occupants of the building.
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY,
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT,
DALLAS, TX

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a consoli-
dation lease of up to 195,000 rentable square
feet of space, including 400 parking spaces,
for the Department of Homeland Security,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement in
Dallas, TX, at a proposed total annual cost
of $4,972,500 for a lease term of up to 15 years,
a prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tenants, if necessaiy, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 100 square feet or
less per person as detailed in the Housing
Plan contained in the prospectus.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 100 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent

practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option

July 31, 2012

that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

DALLAS, TX
Prospectus Number: PTX-02-DA12
Congressional District: 24,26, 32

Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a consolidation and expansion
lease for 195,000 rentable square feet (rsf) and 400 secured parking spaces for the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
in Dallas, TX.

Directed by Congress through the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to undertake a study
for consolidating the agency’s real property assets, ICE investigated the feasibility of co-
locating its offices. The July 2008 study, “Consolidation and Co-Location of Offices,”
(55 cities with an ICE presence) found that ICE’s current requirements could not be met
in current federally owned space and based on their co-location requirements, personnel
growth, and parking needs, a leased alternative was determined to be the best solution.

The co-location will consolidate ICE’s functions, provide strategic direction to better
manage ICE facilities and will allow ICE to accomplish its mission: to protect the
national security and uphold public safety by targeting criminal networks and terrorist
organizations that seek to do harm to the United States by exploiting vulnerabilities in our
immigration system, along our border, at federal facilities, and elsewhere. ICE is
currently located in multiple owned and leased facilities.
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PBS
PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT
DALLAS, TX
Prospectus Number: PTX-02-DA12
Congressional District: 24, 26, 32

Description

Occupants:
Delineated Area:

Lease Type:
Justification:

Number of Parking Spaces:
Expansion Space:
Scoring:

Proposed Maximum Leasmg Authority: -

Maximum Rentable Square Feet:
Current Total Annual Cost:
Proposed Total Annual Cost?
Maximum Proposed Rental Rate’:

DHS ICE

Highway 26 to Interstate 635 on the
North; Interstate 35 to Loop 12 on the
East; Highway 183 on the South; and
Highway 121 to Highway 26 on the
West

Consolidation/Expansion

The current ICE facilities cannot meet
the space requirements necessary to
co-locate all ICE functions. Expiring

. Leases: 9/4/12; 6/7/13%; 10/21/13%,

9/2/12°

400 secured surface spaces
17,000 rsf (reduction) .
Operating Lease

15 years

195,000

$3,405,110

$4,972,500

$25.50 per rentable square foot

July 31, 2012

Usmg applicable lease termination rights. Lease expires 6/7/20,

Usmg applicable lease termination rights. Lease expires 9/30/14,

* Using applicable lease termination rights. Lease expires 9/2/19,

Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in real estate
taxes and Operatmg costs,

*This estimate is for fiscal year 2013 and may be escalated by 1.7 percent annually to the effective date of
the lease to account for inflation.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

DALLAS, TX
Prospectus Number: PTX-02-DA12
Congressional District: 24,26, 32

Summary of Energy Compliance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and
other documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks
authorization. GSA encourages landlords to work with energy service providers to
exceed minimum requirements set forth in the procurement.

Authorizations

* Approval of this prospectus by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will
constitute authority to lease space in a facility that will yield the required area.

» Approval of this prospectus will constitute authority to provide an interim lease, if
necessary, prior to the execution of the new lease.
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GSA PBS

_ PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

DALLAS, TX
Prospectus Number: PTX-02-DA12
Congressional District: 24,26, 32

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on March 9, 2011

commns QOO

Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Approved: ”{M ﬁi A Qﬂ W&"M

Administrator, Gegeral Services Administration




December 201

Hous* ~ Plan ] Dallas, TX
DH. CE >TX-02-DA12
Current Proposed
Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF) Personnel " Usable Square Feet (USF)
Lecations Office| Total | Office |Storage|Special| Total [Office] Total | Office | Storage |Special| Total
EMPIRE CENTRAL BLDG — 7701 Stemmons )
DHS-ICE 209]  209] 42,488] 2,890 2,177 47,555 o] ¢ o of of 0
8101 STEMMONS
DHS-ICE 218]  218] 40000  722] 4400 53322] o o o] of o] 0
CALTEX HOUSE - 125 E. Carpenter Freeway
DHS-ICE 195|  195]  45,651] 0| of 45651 of o 0 0] of 0
1460 PRUDENTIAL DRIVE
DHS-ICE 160]  160] 28,975 o of 28975 o o of o] of o
SANTA FE FEDERAL BLD - 1114 Commerce
DHS-ICE -6 6 863 180 30 1,073 0 0 0 0 0 0
J. GORDON SHANKLIN BLDG — I JUSTICE
WAY? 2 2|N/A NA  [NA  |NA 0
8404 ESTERS ROAD' 17 17IN/A N/A N/A N/A 0
NEW LEASE
DHS-ICE 0 0 0 0 0 0| 1,040{ 1,040 133,579 0 283811} 162,350
Total: 807 807f 165,977y 3,792 6,607 176,376] 1,040 1,040{ 133,579 0} 28,811 162,390
[ Current] Proposed Special Space
Utilization Laboratory 1,270
Rate | 164 | 100 Holding Cell 3,304
Physical Fitness 1,783
Current UR excludes 36,515 USF of office support space Conference 3,558
Proposed UR excludes 29,388 USF of office support space ADP 2,370
‘ Evidence Room 4,282
"These locations are outside of the GSA inventory and do not have separately identifiable space data. Law Epforcement 4,708
“These locations are within the GSA inventory but ICE is utilizing space that is not specifically assigned for ICE Mail Rooms 562
personnel {e.g. Task Force space) and do not have separately identifiable space data. Legal 4,031
Sallyport 2,043
SCIF 900
Total: 28,811

USF means thc ~ortion of the building available for use by a tenant's personnel and furnishings and space available jointly to the occupants of the building.
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY,
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT,
HOUSTON, TX

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a consoli-
dation lease of up to 144,000 rentable square
feet of space, including 600 parking spaces,
for the Department of Homeland Security,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement in
Houston, TX, at a proposed total annual cost
of $4,104,000 for a lease term of up to 15 years,
a prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 100 square feet or
less per person as detailed in the Housing
Plan contained in the prospectus.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 100 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent

practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option

July 31, 2012

that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

HOUSTON, TX
Prospectus Number: PTX-02-HO12
Congressional District: 18, 29

Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a consolidation and expansion
lease for 144,000 rentable square feet (rsf) and 600 secured parking spaces for the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE),
in Houston, TX.

Directed by Congress through the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to undertake a study
for consolidating the agency’s real property assets, ICE investigated the feasibility of co-
Jocating its offices. The July 2008 study, “Consolidation and Co-Location of Offices,”
(55 cities with an ICE presence) found that ICE’s current requirements could not be met
in current federally owned space and based on their co-location requirements, personnel
growth, and parking needs, a leased alternative was determined to be the best solution.

The co-location will consolidate ICE’s functions, provide strategic direction to better
manage ICE facilities and will allow ICE to accomplish its mission: to protect the
national security and uphold public safety by targeting criminal networks and terrorist
organizations that seek to do harm to the United States by exploiting vulnerabilities in our
immigration system, along our border, at federal facilities, and elsewhere.

ICE is currently located in several facilities in Houston. A new location will provide ICE
with sufficient space to meet its current requirements and reduce redundancies in multiple
locations.
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PBS
PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT
HOUSTON, TX
Prospectus Number: PTX-02-HO12
Congressional District: 18,29

Description

Occupants:
Delineated Area:

Lease Type:
Justification:

Number of Parking Spaces:
Expansion Space:
Scoring:

Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority:

Maximum Rentable Square Feet:
Current Total Annual Cost:
Proposed total Annual Cost’:
Maximum Proposed Rental Rate’:

DHS ICE

North:  Farm to Market 1960 to
Cypress Creek Parkway to Farm to
Market 1960

West: U.S, Route 290 (Northwest
Freeway) including any properties
immediately to the west of the
freeway

South: Interstate 610 (North Loop
Freeway)

East: U.S. Route 59 (Eastex
Freeway)

Consolidation/Expansion

The current ICE facilities cannot meet
the space requirements necessary to
co-locate all ICE functions. Expiring
Leases: 1/31/2019', 6/30/2012.

600 secured surface spaces

49,000 rsf
Operating Lease
15 years
144,000

-$1,631,000

$4,104,000
$28.50 per rentable square foot

July 31, 2012

" GSA has termination rights with 90 days notice.
? Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in real estate

laxes and operating costs,
“This estimate is for fiscal year 2013 and may be escalated by 1.7 percent annually to the effective date of

‘he lease to account for inflation.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

HOUSTON, TX
Prospectus Number: PTX-02-HO12
Congressional District: 18,29

Summary of Energy Compliance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and
other documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks
authorization. GSA encourages landlords to work with energy service providers to
exceed minimum requirements set forth in the procurement.

Authorizations

e Approval of this prospectus by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will
constitute authority to lease space in a facility that will yield the required area.

» Approval of this prospectus will constitute authority to provide an interim lease, if
necessary, prior to the execution of the new lease.



H5382 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE July 31, 2012

GSA ; : PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT

HOUSTON, TX
Prospectus Number: PTX-02-HO12
Congressional District: 18,29

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on March 9, 2011

Recommended: ' w M

Commissioner, Public Buildi‘flg's Service:

Approved: ﬂ /74/1 '//M 4 Qﬁ/%/VH"H

Administrator, Generél Services Administration




November 207

Hous-~ Plan Houston, TX
DH. .CE ?1TX-02-HO12
Current Proposed
Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF) Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF)
Locations Office I Total | Office ] StoragelSpecialJ Total | Office [ Total| Office l Storage [ Special ] Total
INTERNATIONAL SQUARE — 4141 Sam
Houston Pkwy
DHS ~ ICE 0] 110 27,299| of o 272900 o] of 0f 0] 0] 0
NORTH POINT PLAZA — 126 Northpoint Dr.
DHS - ICE 209]  209]  34,659] 1,284] 14,106] 50,049] 0] o of 0f of 0
LABRANCH FEDERAL BLD
DHS -- ICE 13 13 2,006 0 0] 2,006 0 0 0 0 0 0
POST OAK CENTER -~ 1433 W Loop South? 26 26{N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
15311 WEST VANTAGE? 27 27IN/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
5520 GREENS ROAD' 128 128|N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 JUSTICE PARK® 7 TIN/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
406 CAROLINE STREET' 25 25|N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
8090 HIGH LEVEL! 8 BIN/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
NEW LEASE
DHS ~ ICE 0 0 0 0 0 g 719 719 92,350 0| 27,714{ 120,064
Total: 553 553 63,955 1,284] 14,106 79,345 7191 719 92,350 0 27,714 120,064
I Current[ Proposed Special Space
Utilization Laboratory 1,270
Rate | 150 [ 100 Holding Cell 3,304
Physical Fitness 1,783
Current UR excludes 14,070 USF of office support space Conference 3,558
Proposed UR excludes 20,317 USF of office support space ADP 12,370
| Evidence Room 3,923
. 'These locations are outside of the GSA inventory and do not have separately identifiable space data. Law Enforcement 4,064
“These locations are within the GSA inventory but ICE is utilizing space that is not specifically assigned for ICE Legal 3,787
personnel (e.g. Task Force space) and do not have separately identifiable space data. Sallyport 2,043
Mail Rooms 562
SCIF 1,050
Total: 27,714

USF means the - sction of the building available for use by a tenant's personnel and ﬁxmishings and space available jointly to the occupants of the building.
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,
COVINGTON, KY

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a replace-
ment lease of up to 414,000 rentable square
feet of space for the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice in Covington, KY, at a proposed total an-
nual cost of $9,108,000 for a lease term of up
to 10 years, a prospectus for which is at-
tached to and included in this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 105 square feet or
less per person as detailed in the Housing
Plan contained in the prospectus.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 105 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option
that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

July 31, 2012

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
COVINGTON, KY

Prospectus Number: PKY-01-C012
Congressional District: 4th

Executive Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a replacement lease of up to 414,000
rentable square feet (RSF) for the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in Covington, KY. IRS is
currently housed under one lease in the Gateway Center East Building and three leases in the
Gateway Center West Building, having occupied space in these buildings since 1993 and 2002,
respectively. The proposed replacement lease will allow for the continued support of IRS’s
mission and operations at the Cincinnati Service Center, while a long term space solution can be
developed for the entire Cincinnati IRS Service Center complex. These leases primarily house
IRS’s Accounts Management Group, as well as a large call site operation for one of two
Business Tax Return Submission Processing centers in the nation.

The proposed increase in the annual cost of leasing space to meet the IRS requirements reflects
the adjustment to current market rent of expiring leases that have been in effect since the end of
1993 and the beginning of 2002. The proposed maximum rentable square feet does not represent
expansion space but the amount of space needed to provide 359,745 USF as indicated on the
housing plan in buildings having a more representative market RSF/USF = 1.15, than the current
RSF/USF estimated at 1.03.

Description

Occupant: IRS

Lease Type: Replacement

Current Rentable Square Feet (RSF): 369,224 (Current RSF/USF=1.03)
Maximum Rentable Square Feet: 414,000 (Market RSF/USF=1.15)
Expansion Space': None

Current Usable Square Feet/Person: 149

Proposed Usable Square Feet/Person: 149
Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority: 10 years

Expiration Dates of Current Leases®: 01/01/12, 02/29/12, 11/30/13
Proposed Delineated Area: Central Business District
Number of Official Parking Spaces: 3

"The RSF/USF of the buildings currently occupied by IRS equals 1.00 and 1,08 respectively, or an average of 1.03.
? The current leases have executable termination rights.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

COVINGTON, KY
Prospectus Number: PKY-01-C012
Congressional District: 4th
Scoring: Operating Lease
Maximum Proposed Rental Rate’: $22.00
Proposed Total Annual Cost*: $9,108,000
Current Total Annual Cost: $6,999,440 (leages efffective 1993
and 2002)

Acquisition Strategy

GSA may satisfy this requirement through a single award solicitation or as part of a multiple
award solicitation. GSA will consider offers and alternatives from both IRS’s current leased
locations as well as newly proposed locations within the designated delineated area.

Background

The Cincinnati IRS Service Center is one of two Business Tax Return Submission Processing
centers in the nation, primarily responsible for processing Employment Tax returns. In 2008, the
Cincinnati Campus, which houses more than 5,000 employees, processed approximately 25
million tax returns in total, including paper and electronically filed returns. The Service Center
is comprised of a federally-owned IRS Service Center, located at 200 West Fourth Street in
Covington, the four leases at the Gateway Center in Covington: one in the Gateway Center East
Building located at 333 Scott Street, and three in the Gateway Center West Building located at
S{d and Madison Avenue, along with 2 leases in Florence, Kentucky.

Justification

IRS and GSA are currently engaged in analysis to determine the future of IRS operations in
Covington, which may result in a future prospectus level request to address the agency’s long
term needs. In the interim, IRS will need to continue their current leased operations in
Covington until a final all-encompassing strategy in Covington, KY is selected, approved, and
implemented.

*This estimate is for fiscal year 2013 and rhay be escalated by 1.7 percent annually to the effective date of the lease
to account for inflation. The proposed rental rate is fully serviced including all operating expenses whether paid by

the lessor or directly by the Government,
‘Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in real estate taxes and

operating costs.
2
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
COVINGTON, KY

Prospectus Number: PKY-01-C012
Congressional District: 4th

Summary of Energy Compliance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and other
documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks authorization.
GSA encourages offerors to work with energy service providers to exceed minimum
requirements set forth in the procurement and to achieve an Energy Star performance rating of

75 or higher.

Resolutions of Approval

Resolutions adopted by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works approving this prospectus will constitute
approval to make appropriations to lease space in a facility that will yield the required rentable
area.

Interim Leasing

GSA will execute such interim leasing actions as are necessary to ensure continued housing of
the tenant agency prior to the effective date of the new lease. It is in the best interest of the
Government to avert the financial risk of holdover tenancy.

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on December 6, 2011

Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Approved: MM 7%1 A QV /WV’V\

Administrator, Géneral Services Administration

Recommended:




August 2011 Housi “lan ‘ovington, KY
Ik : LKY-01-CO12
Current Proposed
Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF) Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF)
Leased Locations Office ] Total Office ] Storage [ Special } Total Ofﬁce} Total | Office l Storage l Special l Total
Gateway Center East 1,511 1,511 196,435 0] 40,3091 236,744
Gateway Center West 905 905 123,001 0 0 123,001
New Lease ) 2416 2416] 325137 6,5371 28,071 359,745
Total: 2,416 2,416 319,436 0F 40,309 359,745] 2,416| 2.416f 325,137 6,537 28,071 359,745
Utilization Rate (UR) * Special Space
) Current Proposed Health Unit 1,975
Rate | 103 | 105 Conference/Training | 18,971
* UR = average amount of office space per person Break/Food Service 6,000
Current UR excludes 70,276 usf of office support space ADP 750
Proposed UR excludes 71,530 usf of office support space Security Reception 375
Total: 28,071
USF/Person **
Current Proposed
Rate | 149 | 149

** USF/Person = housing plan total USF divided by total personnel

Total USF | RSF/USF | Maximum RSF

Current 359,745 1.03 369,224
Proposed 359,745 1.15 %4 414,000
*** Market R/U Factor for Competitive Procurement

Usable square footage means the portion of the building available for use by tenants' personnel and furnishings,
and space available jointly to the occupants of the building (e.g.,auditorium, health units and snack bars).
Usable square footage does not include space devoted to building operations and maintenance

(e.g., craft shops, gear rooms, building supply rooms, rest rooms and lobbies).
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July 31, 2012

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
COMMISSION, SUBURBAN MARYLAND

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a replace-
ment lease of up to 124,000 rentable square
feet of space, including 4 parking spaces, for
the Consumer Product Safety Commission
currently located at East West Towers, 4340
East West Highway, Bethesda, MD, at a pro-
posed total annual cost of $4,340,000 for a
lease term of up to 15 years, a prospectus for
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 130 square feet or
less per person as detailed in the Housing
Plan contained in the prospectus.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 130 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent

practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option

H5389

that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
SUBURBAN MARYLAND

Prospectus Number: PMD-04-WA12
Congressional District: 4,5,6,8

Executive Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a replacement lease of up to 124,000
rentable square feet for the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) currently located at
East West Towers, 4340 East West Highway, Bethesda, MD. The CPSC has oc¢cupied space at
this focation under the current lease since 1993,

CPSC has experienced growth due to the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA)
of 2008, Public Law 110-314. This law revamped the CPSC by improving upon the agency’s
safety standards and requirements. It also expanded the agency’s enforcement responsibilities,
therefore creating an increased demand for resources. This prospectus accounts for the personnel
growth needed to support this mandate. Approval of this prospectus will accommodate the
personal growth per Public Law 110-314 while decreasing CPSC’s overall space.

The maximum proposed rental rate in this prospectus is a projected rate for lease transactions
with a future effective (rent start) date consistent with the expiration of the current lease on
August 25, 2013. GSA will conduct the procurement using prevailing market rental rates as a
benchmark for the evaluation of competitive offers and as a basis for negotiating with offerors to
ensure that lease award is made in the best interest of the Government.
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PROSPECTUS - LEASE
CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
SUBURBAN MARYLAND

Prospectus Number: PMD-04-WA12
Congressional District: 4,5,6,8

Description

Occupant:

Lease Type:

Current Rentable Square Feet (RSF) :
Proposed Maximum RSF:

CPSC

Replacement

154,410 (Current RSF/USF=1.13)
124,000 (Proposed RSF/USF=1.2)

H5391

Expansion Space: Reduction of 30,410 RSF
Current Usable Square Feet/Person: 292

Proposed Usable Square Feet/Person: 213

Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority: 15 years

Expiration Date of Current Lease: 8/25/2013

Delineated Area: - Suburban Maryland
Number of Official Parking Spaces: 4

Operating Lease

$35.00 per rsf

$4,340,000

$4,819,950 (lease effective 1993)

Scoring:

Maximum Proposed Rental Rate:'
Proposed Total Annual Cost:?
Current Total Annual Cost:

Background

CPSC is an independent federal regulatory body tasked with protecting persons from unsafe
consumer products through developing safety standards, recalling defective products, and
warning the public about safety hazards.

Because of the shift in the production of consumer goods to locations around the world, often in
less regulated environments, addressing consumer product safety by preventing injuries and
deaths has become increasingly more complex. There is now a demand for faster and more
meaningful analysis and a demand by consumers, industry groups and the media for more access
to CPSC.

'This estimate is for fiscal year 2013 and may be escalated by 1.75 percent annually to the effective date of the lease
to account for inflation. The proposed rental rate is fully serviced, including all operating expenses, whether paid by
the lessor or directly by the Government.

?Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in real estate taxes and
operaling costs.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS — LEASE
CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
SUBURBAN MARYLAND

Prospectus Number: PMD-04-WA12
Congressional District: 4,5,6,8

Justification

The current lease at East West Towers, 4340 East West Highway, Bethesda, MD expires on
August 25, 2013, and CPSC requires continued housing to carry out its mission.

Summary of Energy Compliance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Solicitation for Offers and other
documents related to the procurement of space for which this prospectus seeks authorization.
GSA encourages offerors to work with energy service providers to exceed minimum
requirements set forth in the procurement and to achieve the Energy Star performance rating of
75 or higher.

Resolutions of Approval

Resolutions adopted by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works approving this prospectus will constitute
approval to make appropriations to lease space in a facility that will yield the required rentable
area.

Interim Leasing

GSA will execute such interim leasing actions as are necessary to ensure continued housing of
the tenant agency until the effective date of the new lease. It is in the best interest of the
Government to avert the financial risk of holdover tenancy.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
SUBURBAN MARYLAND

Prospectus Number: PMD-04-WA12
Congressional District: 4,5,6,8

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on December 6, 2011
r / .. j A Bol
Recommended: \ sy \, <

Comm1531oner Pubhc Buildings Service

Approved: 112//61/[l':}///} t QA)/}V /&’V//ihk

Administr;"tor, General Services Administration



Scprember 2011

Housing Plan

PND-04-WAL2

Total USF | RSF/USF | Maximum RSF
Curreot 136.973 1.13 154,410
Proposed 103.445 1.2 124.000

USF micans the portion of the building available {or use by tenants’ personnel and Furnishings. and space available jointly to the occupuants of the building.
USF does not include spuce devoted 10 buildings operstions and maintenance.

Consumer Product Safety Commission Suburbaa MD
Curreat Proposed
Leascd Locations Pcrsonnel Usable Squure Feet {(USF) Personncl Usuble Square Feet (USF)
Oflice Total Office Storape Special Total Office Total Office Storupe Special Touwl
East West Towers 469 469 106,069 3.393 27511 136,973

Proposed Leasc - 485 48% 80.869 3.393 19.183 103445
Total 469 469 106,069 3,393 17,511 136,973 485 485 80,869 3393 19,183 103,445

Utilization Rate (UR) * Special Space USF
Current Proposed Coaference 3.992
Rote | 176 | 130 LAN 1.931
* UR = average amount of office space per person Lab 236
Current UR excludes 23,335 usf of office support space Heariny room 7.884
Proposed UR excludes 23.335 usf of office support space A/ studio 280
Private toilet 210
USF/Person ** Fitness center 1,500
Current Proposed Security 1.650
Rate i 292 | 213 Mail/file room 1.500
** USF/Person = housing plan total USF divided by total personnel Total 19,183
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE,

STATES JOINT FORCES COMMAND,

WARFIGHTING CENTER, SUFFOLK, VA

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for a lease re-
newal option for up to 320,825 rentable square
feet of space, including 990 parking spaces,
for the United States Joint Forces Com-
mand, Joint Warfighting Center currently
located at 116 Lakeview Parkway, Suffolk,
VA, at a proposed total annual cost of
$5,011,287 for a lease term of up to 5 years, a
prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all

UNITED
JOINT

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and tenant agencies agree to
apply a utilization rate of 52 square feet or
less per person as detailed in the Housing
Plan contained in the prospectus.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
a utilization rate of 52 square feet or higher
per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent

practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option

H5395

that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
UNITED STATES JOINT FORCES COMMAND
JOINT WARFIGHTING CENTER
SUFFOLK, VA

Prospectus Number: PVA-01-SU12
Congressional District: 04

Executive Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes to exercise a five year lease renewal
option for 320,825 rentable square feet currently leased at 116 Lakeview Parkway, Suffolk, VA,
for the United States Joint Forces Command (USJFCOM), Joint Warfighting Center (JWFC).
The renewal option rental rate is approximately 15% below the average market rental rate,

resulting in an annual savings of approximately $812,000.

The Department of Defense (DoD) has recently announced the reassignment of USJFCOM
functions to other DoD organizational components. Approximately 50 percent of USJFCOM
personnel and budget will remain in the Hampton Roads area of Virginia, which includes
Suffolk, along with core missions. Although the overall space requirement does not change, the
agency is anticipating a slight decrease in staffing during the fransition period resulting in a
higher proposed usable square foot per person ratio, a large component of which is associated

with specialty space.

Description

United States Joint Forces Command

Occupants:

Lease Type: Existing/Exercise of Renewal Option
Current Rentable Square Feet (RSF): 320,825 (Current RSF/USF=1.15)
Proposed Maximum RSF: 320,825 (Proposed RSF/USF=1.15)

Expansion Space:
Current Usable Square Feet/Person:
Proposed Usable Square Feet/Person:

Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority:

Expiration Date of Current Lease:
Delineated Area:
Number of Parking Spaces:
Scoring:
Maximum Proposed Rental Rate':
Proposed Total Annual Cost*:

" Current Total Annual Cost:

None

176

199

5 years

05/09/13

116 Lakeview Parkway, Suffolk, VA
990

Operating Lease

$15.62 per RSF
$5,011,287

$4,405,475 ($13.73/RSF)

"“This estimate is for fiscal year 2013 and may be escalated by 1.5 percent annually to the effective date of the lease
to account for inflation. The proposed rental rate is fully serviced, including all operating expenses, whether paid by

the lessor or directly by the Government,

2 . R . . .
Any new lease may contain an annual escalation clause to provide for increases or decreases in reaf estate taxes and

operating costs.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
UNITED STATES JOINT FORCES COMMAND
JOINT WARFIGHTING CENTER
SUFFOLK, VA

Prospectus Number: PVA-01-SU12
Congressional District: 04

Acquisition Strategy

GSA may satisfy this requirement by providing written notification to the incumbent lessor 180
days (by November 9, 2012) prior to the expiration of the current lease, in order to exercise the

renewal option in the existing lease contract.

Background :
USJFCOM-JWEFC has occupied its current location since May 1993 under a 20-year lease.

Justification

The execution of the five-year renewal option will support the agency’s immediate housing
needs until its long-term requirements based on the reassignment of its functions can be
developed. By remaining in their current location, USJFCOM can continue to benefit from the
facility’s capital improvements for ADP, technology, sensitive compartment information
facilities (SCIF) space and security enhancement invested by USJFCOM throughout the past 20
years. To recreate these capital improvements in a new facility would be cost prohibitive to the

Government,

Resolutions of Approval

Resolutions adopted by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works approving this prospectus will constitute
approval to make appropriations to lease space in a facility that will yield the required rentable

arca.

Interim Leasing

GSA will execute such interim leasing actions as are necessary to ensure continued housing of
the tenant agency prior to the effective date of the new lease. It is in the best interest of the

Government to avert the financial risk of holdover tenancy.
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PROSPECTUS - LEASE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE’
UNITED STATES JOINT FORCES COMMAND
JOINT WARFIGHTING CENTER
SUFFOLK, VA

Prospectus Number: PVA-01-SU12
Congressional District: 04

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on December 6, 2011

o L0 Dol

Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Aioproved: ,f/z//ﬂ'/ L | A <)/// W)/ Jd

Administrator, Gene /a1 Services Administration




August 2011 Ho Plan Suffolk, VA
U.S. Joint Forces Command PVA-01-8SUL2
Joint Warfighting Center
Current Proposed
Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF) Personnel Usable Square Feet (USF)
Leased Location Office Total Office Storage Special Total Office Total Office Storage Special Total
116 Lake View Parkway 1,586 1,586 93,840 29,198 155940( 278,978 1,400 1,400 93,840 29,198 155940] 278,978
Total: 1,586 1,586 93,840 29,198 155,940 278,978 1,400 1,400 93,840 29,198 155,940 278,978
Office Utilization Rate (UR) * Special Space
Current Proposed Laboratory 96,671
Rate | 46 [ %2 Restroom 1,309
* UR = average amount of office space per person Physical Fitness 4,524
Current UR excludes 20,645 USF of office support space ADP 8,340
Proposed UR excludes 20,645 USF of office support space Food Service 2,769
Training Room 23,418
USF/Person ** SCIF 18,523
Current Proposed Telephone Room 386
Rate | 176 | 199 Total: 155,940

** USF/Person = housing plan total USF divided by total personnel

Total USF | RSF/USF | Maximum RSF
Current 278,978 1.15 320,825
Proposed 278,978 1.15 320,825

Usable square footage means the portion of the building available for use by tenants' personnel! and furnishings,
and space available jointly to the occupants of the building {e.g.,auditorium, health units and snack bars).
Usable square footage does not include space devoted to building operations and maintenance

(e.g., craft shops, gear rooms, building supply rooms, rest rooms and lobbies).
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

PURCHASE OF CURRENT LEASED FACILITIES—
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-

resentatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. §3307,
appropriations are authorized for the acqui-
sition, through existing purchase options, of
a building currently under lease to the fed-
eral government located at 4700 River Road
in Riverdale, MD at a proposed purchase

price of $31,000,000, a prospectus for which is
attached to and included in this resolution.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - PURCHASE OF CURRENT LEASED FACILITIES
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Prospectus Number: PUR-0001-VA13
Congressional Districts: Multiple

Prospectus Summarvy:

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes to acquire, through existing purchase
options, two buildings currently under lease to the federal government located in Martinsburg,
WV and Riverdale, MD. The government has the option to purchase these buildings at a set
price prior to lease expirations, provided, as per the contract options, advance notice is given to
the lessors. The execution of these purchase options will result in the elimination of costly lease
obligations and the realization of outyear significant cost avoidance for the government.

Proposed Buildings:

J4S MUFAIL DIIVE. ..ottt eee ettt ettt s ree et easbasae s st estbesrobeasassarnssnnanorssontasarsres $25,000,000
Martinsburg, WV

4700 RIVET ROA .vvvreeeeeve e eeeseeeesssseaseseseesssessossssessstosese s srss s seessoos e $31,000,000
Riverdale, MD

Authorization RequeSted.......oouvicvvnneenniririiionrnismemstissisiiemeesesinssrsssrsssossssrsnss $31,233,000
Funding ReGUESTEA ...coviiverererevsrrrsinrrensserssssisssornersaesssrssssesensisnsesnsessssarasssansinnsssns sossors $56,000,000
Prior Authority

The House Comunittee on Transportation and Infrastructure authorized $24,767,000 for the
acquisition of 145 Murall Drive, Martinsburg, WV, through an existing purchase option on
December 2, 2010.

The Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works authorized $24,767,000 for the
acquisition of 145 Muwrall Drive, Martinsburg, WV, through an existing purchase option on
November, 30, 2010.

Recommendation

PURCHASE OF CURRENT LEASED FACILITIES
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GSA PBS
PROSPECTUS - PURCHASE OF CURRENT LEASED FACILITIES
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Prospectus Number: PUR-0001-VA13
Congressional Districts: Multiple
Proposed Buildings:
145 Murall Drive ... bevrrereriantieseresssesasresaraaTes et eersanerabaessneneseas $25,000,000
Martinsburg, WV

Tenant agency: Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

The building currently leased to house the Internal Revenue Service and located at 145 Murall
Drive, was a phased construction, 20 year build-to-suit lease completed in 1995. GSA currently
leases the entire building which has 122,457 rentable square feet, approximately 50% of this
space consisting of a data center, and 295 parking spaces. The building is adjacent to and within
the secured boundary of the IRS Enterprise Computing Center, a government owned facility,
located at 250 Murall Drive.

The IRS has a continned long term requirement for the currently leased location. Operations
executed with this facility are heavily integrated with the adjacent government owned facility.
Under the current lease agreement, the government has responsibilities for all repair and
alterations as well as operations and maintenance of the facility. GSA has both maintained the
building and made necessary capital repairs in accordance with the lease agreement. IRS has
also made a significant investment in the building since lease commencement in order to fund
improvements that are essential to the agency’s operation.

The terms of the purchase option price were finalized with the completion of the final phase of
construction in March 1996. In. April 2008, GSA completed a Fair Market Value (FMV)
appraisal which indicated that the building was in good condition and well maintained with no
deferred maintenance and a FMV of $28,400,000.

The government has an option to purchase the building before the lease expires in July 2015,
provided a minimum of 90 days notice has been given to the lessor. If the government does not
exercise the purchase option, the rental rate is expected to increase to approximately $6,000,000
or twice the present annual rent of $3,000,000.

4700 River RoOAd oot essessssersesssssssisnssnssnans $31,000,000
Riverdale, MD
Tenant agency: United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

The building currently leased to house the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), is
located at 4700 River Road and was constructed in 1994 specifically to house USDA. The
building has a total of 337,500 rentable square feet. The current lease expires in February, 2015
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - PURCHASE OF CURRENT LEASED FACILITIES
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Prospectus Number: PUR-0001-VA13
Congressional Districts: Multiple

and the government has the option to purchase the building for roughly $92 per rentable square
feet, provided at least 180 days notification is provided to the lessor.

Presently the government is making annual net lease payments of approximately $8,200,000. If
the purchase option is not exercised, the net rent is expected to increase. The current estimate is
that annual net lease payments may increase by over $2,500,000.

The govermment’s option to purchase the building for $31,000,000 is well below the current
market rate for buildings of comparable size. In 2010, GSA completed a fair market value
(FMYV) appraisal which indicated the FMV to be approximately $45,000,000, an amount well
above the established option price to the government.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - PURCHASE OF CURRENT LEASED FACILITIES
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Prospectus Number: PUR-0001-VAI13
Congressional Districts: Multiple

Certification of Need

The proposed acquisitions are the best solutions to meet validated Government needs.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on February 22, 2012

Recommended (2&% 5 6‘ z

Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Approved /Mmj% OW

Administrator, eneral Services Administration




July 31, 2012

There was no objection.
———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 14 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1530
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 3 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT EF-
FICIENCY AND STREAMLINING
ACT OF 2011

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 679) to reduce the number of execu-
tive positions subject to Senate con-
firmation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 679

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Presidential
Appointment Efficiency and Streamlining
Act of 2011”.

SEC. 2. PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS NOT SUB-
JECT TO SENATE APPROVAL.

(a) AGRICULTURE.—

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE
FOR ADMINISTRATION.—Section 218(b) of the
Department of Agriculture Reorganization
Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6918(b)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘subsection (a)”’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘paragraph (1) or (3) of subsection (a)’’;

(B) by striking subsection (c¢); and

(C) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (c).

(2) RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE ADMINIS-
TRATOR.—Section 232(b)(1) of the Department
of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7
U.S.C. 6942(b)(1)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate’’;

(B) by striking paragraph (2); and

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2).

(3) COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION.—Sec-
tion 9(a) of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (156 U.S.C. 7T14g(a)) is amend-
ed in the third sentence by striking ‘‘by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate’.

(b) COMMERCE.—

(1) CHIEF SCIENTIST; NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION.—Section 2(d)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

of Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1970 (5 U.S.C.
App. 1) is amended by striking ¢, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate,”.

(c) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.—

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 138(a)(1) of title
10, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing ‘16"’ and inserting ‘‘14”.

(B) ADMINISTRATION OF REDUCTION.—The
Assistant Secretary of Defense positions
eliminated in accordance with the reduction
in numbers required by the amendment made
by subparagraph (A) shall be—

(i) the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Networks and Information Integration; and

(ii) the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Public Affairs.

(C) CONTINUED SERVICE OF INCUMBENTS.—
Notwithstanding the requirements of this
paragraph, any individual serving in a posi-
tion described under subparagraph (B) on the
date of the enactment of this Act may con-
tinue to serve in such position without re-
gard to the limitation imposed by the
amendment in subparagraph (A).

(D) PLAN FOR SUCCESSOR POSITIONS.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense shall report to the congressional de-
fense committees on his plan for successor
positions, not subject to Senate confirma-
tion, for the positions eliminated in accord-
ance with the requirements of this para-
graph.

(2) MEMBERS OF NATIONAL SECURITY EDU-
CATION BOARD.—Section 803(b)(7) of the David
L. Boren National Security Education Act of
1991 (50 U.S.C. 1903(b)(7)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate,”.

(3) DIRECTOR OF SELECTIVE SERVICE.—Sec-
tion 10(a)(3) of the Selective Service Act of
1948 (50 U.S.C. App. 460(a)(3)) is amended by
striking ‘‘, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate”.

(d) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.—

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR MANAGE-
MENT.—Section 202(e) of the Department of
Education Organization Act (20 U.S.C.
3412(e)) is amended by inserting after the
first sentence the following: ‘‘Notwith-
standing the previous sentence, the appoint-
ments of individuals to serve as the Assist-
ant Secretary for Management shall not be
subject to the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate.”.

(2) COMMISSIONER, EDUCATION STATISTICS.—
Section 117(b) of the Education Sciences Re-
form Act of 2002 (20 U.S.C. 9517(b)) is amend-
ed by striking *‘, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate,”.

(e) DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES.—

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC AF-
FAIRS.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the appointment of an individual to
serve as the Assistant Secretary for Public
Affairs within the Department of Health and
Human Services shall not be subject to the
advice and consent of the Senate.

(f) DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.—

(1) DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE FOR DOMESTIC
PREPAREDNESS; ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF
THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGEN-
CY, GRANT PROGRAMS.—Section 430(b) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
238(b)) is amended by striking *‘, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate’.

(2) ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES
FIRE ADMINISTRATION.—Section 5(b) of the
Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of
1974 (15 U.S.C. 2204(b)) is amended by striking
‘. by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate,”’.

(3) DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF COUNTER-
NARCOTICS ENFORCEMENT.—Section 878(a) of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
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458(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate”.

(4) CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER.—Section 516(a)
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6
U.S.C. 32le(a)) is amended by striking *‘, by
and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate’.

(5) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES.—Section 103(a)
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6
U.S.C. 113(a) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘““There’ and inserting ‘(1)
IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under para-
graph (2), there’’;

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (1)
through (10) as subparagraphs (A) through
(J), respectively; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(2) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES.—If any of the
Assistant Secretaries referred to under para-
graph (1)(I) is designated to be the Assistant
Secretary for Health Affairs, the Assistant
Secretary for Legislative Affairs, or the As-
sistant Secretary for Public Affairs, that As-
sistant Secretary shall be appointed by the
President without the advice and consent of
the Senate.”.

(g) HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT; AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS.—
Section 4(a) of the Department of Housing
and TUrban Development Act (42 U.S.C.
35633(a)) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)”’ after ‘“(a)’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘eight” and inserting “‘7"’;
and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) There shall be in the Department an
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs, who
shall be appointed by the President and shall
perform such functions, powers, and duties
as the Secretary shall prescribe from time to
time.”.

(h) DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.—

(1) DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF JUSTICE STATIS-
TICS.—Section 302(b) of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(42 U.S.C. 3732(b)) is amended by striking ‘¢,
by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate’’.

(2) DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSIST-
ANCE.—Section 401(b) of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3741(b)) is amended by striking
*“, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate’’.

(3) DIRECTOR, NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF JUS-
TICE.—Section 202(b) of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(42 U.S.C. 3722(b)) is amended by striking ‘¢,
by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate’’.

(4) ADMINISTRATOR, OFFICE OF JUVENILE
JUSTICE AND DELINQUENCY PREVENTION.—Sec-
tion 201(b) of the Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5611(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate,”.

(6) DIRECTOR, OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF
CRIME.—Section 1411(b) of the Victims of
Crime Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10605(b)) is
amended by striking ‘¢, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate’’.

(i) DEPARTMENT OF LLABOR.—

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES FOR ADMINIS-
TRATION AND MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC AF-
FAIRS.—Notwithstanding section 2 of the Act
of April 17, 1946 (29 U.S.C. 553), the appoint-
ment of individuals to serve as the Assistant
Secretary for Administration and Manage-
ment and the Assistant Secretary for Public
Affairs within the Department of Labor,
shall not be subject to the advice and con-
sent of the Senate.

(2) DIRECTOR OF THE WOMEN’S BUREAU.—
Section 2 of the Act of June 5, 1920 (29 U.S.C.
12) is amended by striking ‘‘, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate’.

(j) DEPARTMENT OF STATE; ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND ASSISTANT
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SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION.—Section
1(c)(1) of the State Department Basic Au-
thorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a(c)(1)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘¢, each of whom shall be ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, and’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
“Each Assistant Secretary of State shall be
appointed by the President, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, except
that the appointments of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Public Affairs and the Assistant
Secretary for Administration shall not be
subject to the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate.”.

(k) DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.—

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES.—Section 102(e)
of title 49, United States Code, is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘(e) THE DEPARTMENT"’ and
all that follows through ‘““An Assistant Sec-
retary’’ and inserting the following:

‘“(e) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES;
COUNSEL.—

‘(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Department has 5
Assistant Secretaries and a General Counsel,
including—

““(A) an Assistant Secretary for Aviation
and International Affairs, an Assistant Sec-
retary for Governmental Affairs, and an As-
sistant Secretary for Transportation Policy,
who shall each be appointed by the Presi-
dent, with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate;

‘(B) an Assistant Secretary for Budget and
Programs who shall be appointed by the
President;

“(C) an Assistant Secretary for Adminis-
tration, who shall be appointed by the Sec-
retary, with the approval of the President;
and

‘(D) a General Counsel, who shall be ap-
pointed by the President, with the advice
and consent of the Senate.

‘(2) DUTIES AND POWERS.—The officers set
forth in paragraph (1) shall carry out duties
and powers prescribed by the Secretary. An
Assistant Secretary’’.

(2) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, FEDERAL AVIA-
TION ADMINISTRATION.—Section 106 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (b), by striking ‘. The
Administration has a Deputy Administrator.
They are appointed’” and inserting ¢, who
shall be appointed’’; and

(B) in subsection (d)(1), by striking ‘‘The
Deputy Administrator must’” and inserting
“The Administration has a Deputy Adminis-
trator, who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent. In making an appointment, the Presi-
dent shall consider the fitness of the ap-
pointee to efficiently carry out the duties
and powers of the office. The Deputy Admin-
istrator shall”.

(1) DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY.—

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARIES FOR PUBLIC AF-
FAIRS AND MANAGEMENT.—Section 301(e) of
title 31, United States Code, is amended—

(A) by striking 10 Assistant Secretaries”
and inserting ‘‘8 Assistant Secretaries’; and

(B) by inserting ‘“The Department shall
have 2 Assistant Secretaries not subject to
the advice and consent of the Senate who
shall be the Assistant Secretary for Public
Affairs, and the Assistant Secretary for Man-
agement.’”’ after the first sentence.

(2) TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES.—Sec-
tion 301(d) of title 31, United States Code, is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘2 Deputy Under Secre-
taries, and a Treasurer of the United States”
and inserting ‘‘and 2 Deputy Under Secre-
taries”’, and

(B) by inserting ‘“‘and a Treasurer of the
United States appointed by the President”
after ‘‘Fiscal Assistant Secretary appointed
by the Secretary’.

GENERAL
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(m) DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—
Section 308(a) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““There shall’’ and inserting
‘(1) There shall’’;

(2) in paragraph (1), as designated by para-
graph (1) of this subsection, by striking
“Each Assistant”” and all that follows
through the period at the end; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3),
each Assistant Secretary appointed under
paragraph (1) shall be appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate.

‘“(83) The following Assistant Secretaries
may be appointed without the advice and
consent of the Senate:

‘“(A) The Assistant Secretary for Manage-
ment.

‘(B) The Assistant Secretary for Human
Resources and Administration.

‘“(C) The Assistant Secretary for Public
and Intergovernmental Affairs.

‘(D) The Assistant Secretary for Oper-
ations, Security, and Preparedness.”.

(n) APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION;
ALTERNATE FEDERAL CO-CHAIRMAN.—Section
14301(b)(2) of title 40, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate’.

(o) COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS, MEM-
BERS.—Section 10 of the Employment Act of
1946 (15 U.S.C. 1023) is amended by striking
subsection (a) and inserting the following:

‘“(a) CREATION; COMPOSITION; QUALIFICA-
TIONS; CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN.—

‘(1) CREATION.—There is created in the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President a Council of
Economic Advisers (hereinafter called the
‘Council’).

‘“(2) CoMPOSITION.—The Council shall be
composed of three members, of whom—

‘“(A) 1 shall be the chairman who shall be
appointed by the President by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate; and

“(B) 2 shall be appointed by the President.

‘“(3) QUALIFICATIONS.—Each member shall
be a person who, as a result of training, expe-
rience, and attainments, is exceptionally
qualified to analyze and interpret economic
developments, to appraise programs and ac-
tivities of the Government in the light of the
policy declared in section 2, and to formulate
and recommend national economic policy to
promote full employment, production, and
purchasing power under free competitive en-
terprise.

‘“(4) VICE CHAIRMAN.—The President shall
designate 1 of the members of the Council as
vice chairman, who shall act as chairman in
the absence of the chairman.”.

(p) CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMU-
NITY SERVICE; MANAGING DIRECTOR.—Section
194(a)(1) of the National and Community
Service Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12651e(a)(1)) is
amended by striking ‘‘, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate’.

(q) NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DISABILITY MEM-
BERS.—Section 400(a)(1)(A) of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 780(a)(1)(A)) is
amended by striking *‘, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate”.

(r) NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND
THE HUMANITIES; NATIONAL MUSEUM AND LI-
BRARY SERVICES BOARD; MEMBERS.—Section
207(b)(1) of the Museum and Library Services
Act (20 U.S.C. 9105a(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘, by
and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate’; and

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘, by
and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate”.

(s) NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION; BOARD
MEMBERS.—Section 4(a) of the National
Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C.
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1863(a)) is amended by striking ‘, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate,”.
(t) OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL POL-
ICY; DEPUTY DIRECTORS.—Section 704(a)(1) of
the Office of National Drug Control Policy
Reauthorization Act of 1998 (21 U.S.C.
1703(a)(1)) is amended to read as follows:

(1) IN GENERAL.—

‘‘(A) DIRECTOR.—The Director shall be ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, and shall
serve at the pleasure of the President.

‘‘(B) DEPUTY DIRECTORS.—The Deputy Di-
rector of National Drug Control Policy, Dep-
uty Director for Demand Reduction, the Dep-
uty Director for Supply Reduction, and the
Deputy Director for State, Liocal, and Tribal
Affairs shall each be appointed by the Presi-
dent and serve at the pleasure of the Presi-
dent.

¢(C) DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR DEMAND REDUC-
TION.—In appointing the Deputy Director for
Demand Reduction under this paragraph, the
President shall take into consideration the
scientific, educational, or professional back-
ground of the individual, and whether the in-
dividual has experience in the fields of sub-
stance abuse prevention, education, or treat-
ment.”.

(u) OFFICE OF NAVAJO AND HOPI RELOCA-
TION; COMMISSIONER.—Section 12(b)(1) of Pub-
lic Law 93-531 (256 U.S.C. 640d-11(b)(1)) is
amended by striking ‘“‘by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate’.

(v) UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTER-
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.—

(1) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR MANAGE-
MENT.—Notwithstanding section 624(a) of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2384(a)), the appointment by the President of
the Assistant Administrator for Manage-
ment at the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development shall not be subject to
the advice and consent of the Senate.

(w) COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION FUND; ADMINISTRATOR.—Section
104(b)(1) of the Community Development
Banking and Financial Institutions Act of
1994 (12 U.S.C. 4703(b)(1)) is amended by strik-
ing *“, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate”.

(x) DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION; ST.
LAWRENCE SEAWAY DEVELOPMENT CORPORA-
TION; ADMINISTRATOR.—Subsection (a) of sec-
tion 2 of the Act of May 13, 1954, referred to
as the Saint Lawrence Seaway Act (33 U.S.C.
982(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, for a
term of seven years’.

(y) MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION; COMMIS-
SIONER.—Section 2 of the Act of June 28, 1879
(33 U.S.C. 642), is amended in the first sen-
tence by striking ‘‘, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate,”.

(z) GOVERNOR AND ALTERNATE GOVERNOR OF
THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1333 of the African
Development Bank Act (22 U.S.C. 290i-1) is
amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c¢)
as subsections (¢) and (d), respectively; and

(B) by striking ‘‘(a) The President’ and all
that follows through ‘““The term of office”
and inserting the following:

‘“(a) The President shall appoint a Gov-
ernor and an Alternate Governor of the
Bank—

‘(1) by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate; or

‘(2) from among individuals serving as of-
ficials required by law to be appointed by
and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate.

““(b) The term of office’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 1334
of such Act (22 U.S.C. 290i-2) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“The Director or Alternate
Director’ and inserting the following:
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‘““(b) The Director or Alternate Director’’;
and

(B) by inserting before subsection (b), as
redesignated, the following:

‘‘(a) The President, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, shall appoint a
Director of the Bank.”.

(aa) GOVERNOR AND ALTERNATE GOVERNOR
OF THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK.—Section
3(a) of the Asian Development Bank Act (22
U.S.C. 285a(a)) is amended to read as follows:

‘‘(a) The President shall appoint—

‘(1) a Governor of the Bank and an alter-
nate for the Governor—

““(A) by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate; or

‘(B) from among individuals serving as of-
ficials required by law to be appointed by
and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate; and

‘“(2) a Director of the Bank, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate.”.

(bb) GOVERNOR AND ALTERNATE GOVERNOR
OF THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FUND.—Sec-
tion 203(a) of the African Development Fund
Act (22 U.S.C. 290g-1(a)) is amended to read
as follows:

‘“‘(a) The President shall appoint a Gov-
ernor, and an Alternate Governor, of the
Fund—

‘(1) by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate; or

‘(2) from among individuals serving as of-
ficials required by law to be appointed by
and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate.”.

(cc) NATIONAL BOARD FOR EDUCATION
SCIENCES; MEMBERS.—Section 116(c)(1) of the
Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (20
U.S.C. 9516(c)(1)) is amended by striking *,
by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate’’.

(dd) NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR LITERACY AD-
VISORY BOARD; MEMBERS.—Section
242(e)(1)(A) of the Adult Education and Fam-
ily Literacy Act (20 U.S.C. 9252(e)(1)(A)) is
amended by striking ‘“with the advice and
consent of the Senate”.

(ee) INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN AND
ALASKA NATIVE CULTURE AND ARTS DEVELOP-
MENT; MEMBER, BOARD OF TRUSTEES.—Sec-
tion 1505 of the American Indian, Alaska Na-
tive, and Native Hawaiian Culture and Art
Development Act (20 U.S.C. 4412(a)(1)(A)) is
amended by striking ‘‘by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate’’.

(ff) PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE COMMISSIONED
OFFICER CORPS.—

(1) APPOINTMENT.—Section 203(a)(3) of the
Public Health Service Act (42 TU.S.C.
204(a)(3)) is amended by striking ‘“‘with the
advice and consent of the Senate’.

(2) PROMOTIONS.—Section 210(a) of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 211(a)) is
amended by striking ‘‘, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate’.

(gg) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION COMMISSIONED OFFICER
CORPS.—

(1) APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS TO PER-
MANENT GRADES.—Section 226 of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 2002 (33
U.S.C. 3026) is amended by striking ‘¢, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate’.

(2) POSITIONS OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSI-
BILITY.—Section 228(d)(1) of such Act (33
U.S.C. 3028(d)(1)) is amended by striking *,
by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate”.

(3) TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS AND PRO-
MOTIONS GENERALLY.—Section 229 of such Act
(33 U.S.C. 3029) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘alone’ each place it ap-
pears; and

(B) in subsection (a), in the second sen-
tence, by striking ‘‘unless the Senate sooner
gives its advice and consent to the appoint-
ment”’.
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(hh) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Notwith-
standing section 3132(a)(2) of title 5, United
States Code, removal of Senate confirmation
for any position in this section shall not—

(1) result in any such position being placed
in the Senior Executive Service; or

(2) alter compensation for any such posi-
tion under the Executive Schedule or other
applicable compensation provisions of law.
SEC. 3. APPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE

CENSUS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 21 of the title 13,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“§21. Director of the Census; duties

“‘(a) APPOINTMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Bureau shall be
headed by a Director of the Census, ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, without re-
gard to political affiliation.

‘“(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—Such appointment
shall be made from individuals who have a
demonstrated ability in managing large or-
ganizations and experience in the collection,
analysis, and use of statistical data.

“(b) TERM OF OFFICE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term of office of the
Director shall be 5 years, and shall begin on
January 1, 2012, and every fifth year there-
after. An individual may not serve more
than 2 full terms as Director.

‘(2) VACANCIES.—Any individual appointed
to fill a vacancy in such position, occurring
before the expiration of the term for which
such individual’s predecessor was appointed,
shall be appointed for the remainder of that
term. The Director may serve after the end
of the Director’s term until reappointed or
until a successor has been appointed, but in
no event longer than 1 year after the end of
such term.

‘“(3) REMOVAL.—An individual serving as
Director may be removed from office by the
President. The President shall communicate
in writing the reasons for any such removal
to both Houses of Congress not later than 60
days before the removal.

‘“(4) PERSONNEL ACTIONS.—Except as pro-
vided under paragraph (3), nothing in this
subsection shall prohibit a personnel action
otherwise authorized by law with respect to
the Director of the Census, other than re-
moval.

‘“(c) DuTiES.—The Director shall perform
such duties as may be imposed upon the Di-
rector by law, regulations, or orders of the
Secretary.”.

(b) TRANSITION RULES.—

(1) APPOINTMENT OF INITIAL DIRECTOR.—The
initial Director of the Bureau of the Census
shall be appointed in accordance with the
provisions of section 21(a) of title 13, United
States Code, as amended by subsection (a).

(2) INTERIM ROLE OF CURRENT DIRECTOR OF
THE CENSUS AFTER DATE OF ENACTMENT.—If,
as of January 1, 2012, the initial Director of
the Bureau of the Census has not taken of-
fice, the officer serving on December 31, 2011,
as Director of the Census (or Acting Director
of the Census, if applicable) in the Depart-
ment of Commerce—

(A) shall serve as the Director of the Bu-
reau of the Census; and

(B) shall assume the powers and duties of
such Director for one term beginning Janu-
ary 1, 2012, as described in section 21(b) of
such title, as so amended.

(¢c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Not later than January 1, 2012, the
Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with
the Director of the Census, shall submit to
each House of the Congress draft legislation
containing any technical and conforming
amendments to title 13, United States Code,
and any other provisions which may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of this sec-
tion.

H5407

SEC. 4. WORKING GROUP ON STREAMLINING PA-
PERWORK FOR EXECUTIVE NOMINA-
TIONS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the Working Group on Streamlining Paper-
work for Executive Nominations (in this sec-
tion referred to as the “Working Group’’).

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) CoMPOSITION.—The Working Group shall
be composed of—

(A) the chairperson who shall be—

(i) except as provided under clause (ii), the
Director of the Office of Presidential Per-
sonnel; or

(ii) a Federal officer designated by the
President;

(B) representatives
President from—

(i) the Office of Personnel Management;

(ii) the Office of Government Ethics; and

(iii) the Federal Bureau of Investigation;
and

(C) individuals appointed by the chair-
person of the Working Group who have expe-
rience and expertise relating to the Working
Group, including—

(i) individuals from other relevant Federal
agencies; and

(ii) individuals with relevant experience
from previous presidential administrations.

(c) STREAMLINING OF PAPERWORK REQUIRED
FOR EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Working Group shall conduct a study and
submit a report on the streamlining of pa-
perwork required for executive nominations
to—

(A) the President;

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

(C) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate.

(2) CONSULTATION WITH COMMITTEES OF THE
SENATE.—In conducting the study under this
section, the Working Group shall consult
with the chairperson and ranking member of
the committees referred to under paragraph
(1) (B) and (C).

(3) CONTENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The report submitted
under this section shall include—

(i) recommendations for the streamlining
of paperwork required for executive nomina-
tions; and

(ii) a detailed plan for the creation and im-
plementation of an electronic system for col-
lecting and distributing background infor-
mation from potential and actual Presi-
dential nominees for positions which require
appointment by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate.

(B) ELECTRONIC SYSTEM.—The electronic
system described under subparagraph (A)(ii)
shall—

(i) provide for—

(I) less burden on potential nominees for
positions which require appointment by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate;

(IT) faster delivery of background informa-
tion to Congress, the White House, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, Diplomatic Se-
curity, and the Office of Government Ethics;
and

(ITI) fewer errors of omission; and

(ii) ensure the existence and operation of a
single, searchable form which shall be known
as a ‘“‘Smart Form’ and shall—

(I) be free to a nominee and easy to use;

(IT) make it possible for the nominee to an-
swer all vetting questions one way, at a sin-
gle time;

(ITI) secure the information provided by a
nominee;

(IV) allow for multiple submissions over
time, but always in the format requested by
the vetting agency or entity;

designated by the
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(V) be compatible across different com-
puter platforms;

(VI) make it possible to easily add, modify,
or subtract vetting questions;

(VII) allow error checking; and

(VIII) allow the user to track the progress
of a nominee in providing the required infor-
madtion.

(d) REVIEW OF BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION
REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Working Group shall
conduct a review of the impact of back-
ground investigation requirements on the
appointments process.

(2) CONDUCT OF REVIEW.—In conducting the
review, the Working Group shall—

(A) assess the feasibility of using personnel
other than Federal Bureau of Investigation
personnel, in appropriate circumstances, to
conduct background investigations of indi-
viduals under consideration for positions ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate; and

(B) consider the extent to which the scope
of the background investigation conducted
for an individual under consideration for a
position appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate,
should be varied depending on the nature of
the position for which the individual is being
considered.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Work-
ing Group shall submit a report of the find-
ings of the review under this subsection to—

(A) the President;

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

(C) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate.

(e) PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—

(A) FEDERAL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES.—
Each member of the Working Group who is a
Federal officer or employee shall serve with-
out compensation in addition to that re-
ceived for their services as a Federal officer
or employee.

(B) MEMBERS NOT FEDERAL OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES.—Each member of the Working
Group who is not a Federal officer or em-
ployee shall not be compensated for services
performed for the Working Group.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—The members of the
Working Group shall be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, at rates authorized for employees of
agencies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of
title 5, United States Code, while away from
their homes or regular places of business in
the performance of services for the Working
Group.

(3) STAFF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The President may des-
ignate Federal officers and employees to pro-
vide support services for the Working Group.

(B) DETAIL OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—ANy
Federal employee may be detailed to the
Working Group without reimbursement, and
such detail shall be without interruption or
loss of civil service status or privilege.

(f) NON-APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE ACT.—The Federal Advisory
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not
apply to the Working Group established
under this section.

(g) TERMINATION OF THE WORKING GROUP.—
The Working Group shall terminate 60 days
after the date on which the Working Group
submits the latter of the 2 reports under this
section.
SEC. 5. REPORT ON PRESIDENTIALLY AP-

POINTED POSITIONS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘agency’ means an Executive
agency defined under section 105 of title 5,
United States Code; and
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(2) the term ‘‘covered position’” means a
position in an agency that requires appoint-
ment by the President without the advice
and consent of the Senate.

(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Government Accountability Office shall con-
duct a study and submit a report on covered
positions to Congress and the President.

(c) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under
this section shall include—

(1) a determination of the number of cov-
ered positions in each agency;

(2) an evaluation of whether maintaining
the total number of covered positions is nec-
essary;

(3) an evaluation of the benefits and dis-
advantages of—

(A) eliminating certain covered positions;

(B) converting certain covered positions to
career positions or positions in the Senior
Executive Service that are not career re-
served positions; and

(C) converting any categories of covered
positions to career positions;

(4) the identification of—

(A) covered positions described under para-
graph (3)(A) and (B); and

(B) categories of covered positions de-
scribed under paragraph (3)(C); and

(5) any other recommendations relating to
covered positions.

SEC. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS NOT SUB-
JECT TO SENATE APPROVAL.—The amend-
ments made by section 2 shall take effect 60
days after the date of enactment of this Act
and apply to appointments made on and
after that effective date, including any nom-
ination pending in the Senate on that date.

(b) DIRECTOR OF THE CENSUS AND WORKING
GROUP.—The provisions of sections 3 and 4
(including any amendments made by those
sections) shall take effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

The need for reforms in the Federal
appointments process is not a new
topic. There is little dispute that the
current nominations process has grown
too cumbersome and complicated, in
some cases, discouraging qualified indi-
viduals from seeking leadership posi-
tions. On average in recent administra-
tions, only 35 of the 100 most needed
leadership roles were filled within the
first 100 days of the new administra-
tion, and 200 days into a new adminis-
tration, only 50 percent of key national
security officials are actually in place.

Nine special commissions have called
for fixing the broken Presidential ap-
pointments process by starting the
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Presidential transition and personnel
planning earlier, streamlining back-
ground investigations, and reducing
the number of appointments requiring
Senate confirmation.

S. 679 provides a commonsense solu-
tion that preserves the important role
of the Senate in confirming key nomi-
nees but unburdens the process by re-
lieving the advice and consent require-
ment for less critical positions. The
bill is based on a bipartisan Senate
working group commissioned to im-
prove the nominations process, which
was led by Senators ALEXANDER and
SCHUMER.

S. 679 eliminates the requirement for
Senate confirmation for a number of
executive branch positions, many of
which are: one, below the assistant sec-
retary level and report to a Senate-
confirmed individual; two, do not make
policy; or three, are members of part-
time advisory boards or commissions.

S. 679 also establishes an executive
branch working group to study and re-
port on streamlining the paperwork re-
quired for nominations.

In addition, S. 679 requires a fixed 5-
year term for the Director of the Cen-
sus Bureau to coincide with the plan-
ning and operational phases of the cen-
sus. The Director of the Census Bureau
remains subject to Senate confirma-
tion.

S. 679 provides a mechanism to allow
the Senate to focus its efforts on in-
stalling qualified leaders to key posi-
tions in order to meet the many chal-
lenges facing our Nation.

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of S. 679, the Presidential
Appointment Efficiency and Stream-
lining Act, which was introduced in the
Senate by Senators SCHUMER and
ALEXANDER. This bill will improve the
Presidential appointment process by
reducing the number of Presidentially
appointed positions that are required
to be confirmed by the Senate.

The number of Presidentially ap-
pointed positions that require Senate
confirmation has increased over the
years. The Congressional Research
Service estimates that at the begin-
ning of the Obama administration,
there were 1,215 executive branch posi-
tions subject to Senate confirmation.
It takes months for a new President to
fill these positions, and the resulting
gaps in leadership make the govern-
ment less efficient and less productive.

This bill will reduce the bureaucracy
and red tape that comes with requiring
the Senate to confirm Presidential ap-
pointments. Under this bill, high-pro-
file positions, such as Department Sec-
retaries and Deputy Secretaries, will
continue to require the consent of the
Senate. This bill impacts lower-level
positions, which a President routinely
fills these positions without any con-
troversy. For example, this bill would
eliminate the Senate confirmation re-
quirement for positions such as the al-
ternate Federal cochairman of the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission and
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members of the National Council on
Disability.

In addition to reforming the Presi-
dential appointments process, the leg-
islation before us today makes the Di-
rector of the Census Bureau a Presi-
dential term appointment of 5 years,
subject to confirmation by the Senate.
I particularly am pleased the bill in-
cludes this provision so that the Direc-
tor is tied to the needs of the decennial
census and not to an election year cal-
endar.

For years, I have been working on
this provision, which I proposed in H.R.
4595 in the 111th Congress, to ensure
the Census Bureau is able to perform
the decennial census as accurately and
as inexpensively as possible. Senator
CARPER introduced this bill in the Sen-
ate and added this amendment to the
bill we are considering today.

Too often, in the last four decennials,
there have been major operations
issues to overcome just before imple-
mentation. Historically, it’s not un-
common for the Bureau to be without a
Director to lead the agency until short-
ly before the decennial. We did not
have a Director in place for the current
2010 count until mere months before
census day. In 2000, the Census Director
took office 2 years before the decennial
count; and in 1990, it was 1 week before
the count.

This change will help to ensure the
independence of the Census Bureau
from political interference and ensure
adequate leadership for the census in
critical planning and implementation
phases for the decennial.

Data and analysis from the Census
Bureau provides policymakers, busi-
nesses, and State and local govern-
ments with vital, accurate, scientific
information that is used to guide our
country’s economic growth. It’s impor-
tant that Bureau leadership have sta-
bility. So I thank the chairman and
ranking members for getting this done.

The Senate passed this bill with an
overwhelming bipartisan majority. I
believe this body should defer to the
will of the Senate when it comes to
their own process for confirming Presi-
dential appointments. I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
support this good-government bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT).

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, with
due deference to my friend from New
York and my friend from Utah—and I
do mean that literally—I rise in opposi-
tion to this bill.

What we’ve seen over the last year
and a half is a Presidency that had the
most disdain for Congress in the con-
firmation process of any President I'm
aware of, and I'm quite familiar with
the history of the United States.

Not only has this President made re-
cess appointments when there was no
recess, not only has this President ap-
pointed czars that were beyond the
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reach of Congress—although we could
have made it within our reach; we
could have just cut off every dime for
anything that did not come before con-
gressional approval—but with this lat-
est tactic of having a recess appoint-
ment when there wasn’t a recess, all of
the talk across the country about the
appointing of czars with no account-
ability to the Senate, I really did ex-
pect some of my conservative friends in
the Senate at some point to move a bill
on this subject. I expected it to be a
bill that would send a loud and clear
message to the President that, if you
feel like some of these don’t need to be
appointed, you come talk to us about
it, and let’s talk about no more recess
appointments. Let’s talk about some of
these others.
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Instead, it’s almost a pat on the back
to the President to say, Look, you’ve
ignored us; you’ve made us irrelevant.
You’ve done all of these things, as
you’ve said, Congress won’t act so
you’re going to act. The President has
gone out and made speeches like the
king or Caesar: as I speak, so it is the
law.

And even though Congress has duly
passed immigration laws that the
President has stood up, and as he
spoke, he made law and ignored Con-
gress completely. The message we’re
sending back here is: Mr. President—as
in some old movie—thank you, may I
have another. Look, you just keep ig-
noring us, and we’ll keep making our-
selves more and more irrelevant.

I would like to make one other point,
too. Here we are in a desperate situa-
tion where our military, our very na-
tional security is at risk for being cut
to the extent that we will no longer be
secure. I would humbly submit that a
better bill would be, Mr. President, if
these are not all that important, let’s
get rid of all of these. There are board
members. There’s commissions. I
mean, there’s things in here, there’s a
director of the Women’s Bureau. I don’t
see one for the Men’s Bureau. There’s
director of all kinds of things here that
it just seems like are redundant, that
could be done away with. If they’re not
important enough for the Senate to
take a look at them, Mr. Speaker, I
would humbly suggest that maybe
they’re irrelevant and immaterial
enough that we just do away with the
positions. And accordingly, I would
urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no” on
this provision.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I respectfully disagree with my good
friend from the great State of Texas,
Representative GOHMERT. The number
of executive branch positions subject
to Senate confirmation has grown at a
very large number, and it literally
takes months to fill these positions,
and the resulting gaps in leadership
makes the government less efficient
and less productive. It came to us with
a strong bipartisan vote in the Senate,
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and I urge my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to support it, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. 1 yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I will be, under the gen-
eral leave, inserting a couple of letters.
One is from Frank Carlucci, former
Secretary of Defense under President
Reagan, who wrote us a letter saying:

Leaving positions vacant indefinitely as
appointees wait to be confirmed is not smart
management and is frankly a threat to our
national security.

Also in support of this piece of legis-
lation, a noted conservative Senator,
former Senator Fred Thompson, took a
position on this and said:

I believe that this will result in an increas-
ingly narrow pool of potential public serv-
ants who are more likely to be wealthy and
already live in the Washington, D.C. area.

That is if we don’t pass this piece of
legislation. He went on to say:

In 1960, President Kennedy had 286 posi-
tions to fill in the ranks of Secretary, deputy
secretary, under secretary, Assistant Sec-
retary, and administrator; and by the end of
the Clinton administration, there were 914
positions with these titles.

As was noted by the gentleman from
Texas, there is an argument to say a
lot of these positions shouldn’t even be
in the Federal Government. But never-
theless, under the Constitution, the
Constitution says under article II, sec-
tion 2, the appointments clause—I’ll
cut right to the phrase I would like to
refer to which is:

Congress may by law vest the appointment
of such inferior officers, as they think prop-
er.

Therefore, as I read the Constitution,
we have a duty and a responsibility to
review this and look at this. So here
you have a situation where 79 Senators
in a very bipartisan way came together
after nine different commissions and
looking at things and decided to trim
it back a little bit. There will still be
over a thousand Senate-confirmed posi-
tions. But if we want proper oversight,
if we want to go through this process in
a swift and timely manner, if we want
oversight, let’s focus on what’s most
important.

What’s most important probably
doesn’t require Senate confirmation for
the Assistant Secretary for Public Af-
fairs. How about the administrator of
St. Lawrence Seaway Development
Corporation, or the National Council
on Disability, or the Office of Navaho
and Hopi Relocation? These are posi-
tions that, while are important to our
Nation, and some would argue are
vital, probably don’t necessarily rise to
the level that requires Senate con-
firmation. These should not just be
used as political tools. This Nation has
business at hand, and we should focus
on what’s important.

Again, there are still more than a
thousand appointments that will re-
quire Senate confirmation. But let’s
listen to our colleagues in the Senate.
Seventy-nine of them came here and
said we think this is good. There have
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been nine different commissions look-
ing at this. I think it’s a valid rec-
ommendation. It still allows for the ad-
vice and consent within the Senate. It
is a duty under the Constitution to do
this.

I would encourage adoption of this. I
think it is common sense. It is what
our friends in the Senate are asking us
to do with 79 Senators coming together
to urge the adoption of this.

And with that, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

FRANK C. CARLUCCI,
McLean, Virginia, June 1, 2011.

Hon. HARRY REID,

U.S. Senate, Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, DC.

Hon. MITCH MCCONNELL,

U.S. Senate, Russell Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, DC.

Hon. CHARLES SCHUMER,

U.S. Senate, Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, DC.

Hon. LAMAR ALEXANDER,

U.S. Senate, Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR SENATORS REID, MCCONNELL, SCHU-
MER AND ALEXANDER: I am writing to com-
mend you for your leadership and bipartisan
approach to tackling one of the great chal-
lenges facing our government—presidential
appointments and nominations reform.
There is little dispute that the current nomi-
nations process has grown too cumbersome
and complicated, and the number of political
appointees is too large. S. 679, the Presi-
dential Appointment Efficiency and Stream-
lining Act, and S. Res. 116 are a promising
show of progress, and I encourage all Sen-
ators to support this bipartisan legislation.

As former Secretary of Defense (under
President Reagan), I know the importance of
having high quality leaders in place within
an agency. Leaving positions vacant indefi-
nitely as appointees wait to be confirmed is
not smart management, and is frankly a
threat to our national security. We need
strong leaders installed quickly in agencies
to ensure our government is ready to meet
the many challenges it faces. S. 679 and S.
Res. 116 together present a common-sense so-
lution that preserves the important role of
the Senate in confirming key nominees, but
unburdens the process by relieving the ad-
vice and consent requirement for less crit-
ical positions.

Congress would be wise to act now, before
the politics of the next election cycle get in
the way of practical reforms to improve the
efficiency and effectiveness of our federal
government. I urge the Senate to swiftly
pass both S. 679 and S. Res. 116 to ensure our
government has its senior leaders in place
within agencies to carry out critical mis-
sions.

Sincerely,
FRANK CARLUCCI.
SENATOR FRED THOMPSON,
Hermitage, TN, April 12, 2011.

Hon. JOSEPH LIEBERMAN,

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

Hon. SUSAN COLLINS,

Ranking Republican Member, Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR JOE AND SUSAN, in 2001, when I was
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs, we held hearings review-
ing the nominations process and potential
options for reforms. President George W.
Bush had been in office 10 months and only
about 60 percent of the government’s top po-
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litical jobs had been filled—which created
national security concerns.

That’s why 1 want to commend you for
your work on the Presidential Appointment
Efficiency and Streamlining Act of 2011
which would eliminate the need for Senate
confirmation of approximately 200 relatively
low level positions. We tried to fix this prob-
lem when I was chairman, and it still needs
to be done.

My experience was that our confirmation
process led to substantial delay and extraor-
dinary expense for nominees as they are vet-
ted beyond what is necessary even for the
least sensitive positions. I believe that this
will result in an increasingly narrow pool of
potential public servants who are more like-
ly to be wealthy, and already live in the
Washington, DC, area.

In 1960, President Kennedy had 286 posi-
tions to fill in the ranks of Secretary, Dep-
uty Secretary, Under Secretary, Assistant
Secretary, and Administrator and by the end
of the Clinton Administration there were 914
positions with these titles. Reform would not
diminish oversight. It would make oversight
more effective.

Comprehensive reforms throughout the
presidential appointment process are needed
so that the Senate can spend its time focus-
ing on senior nominations and on major pri-
orities such as national defense and tackling
our budget problems.

The Senate should take its advice and con-
sent powers seriously, but the number of
nominations has grown and expanded over
time—much like the rest of the federal gov-
ernment. I hope your committee will take
quick action on this legislation and send the
bill to the full Senate for its consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 679.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

THRIFT SAVINGS FUND
CLARIFICATION ACT

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4365) to amend title 5, United
States Code, to make clear that ac-
counts in the Thrift Savings Fund are
subject to certain Federal tax levies, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4365

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS.

Section 8437(e)(3) of title 5, United States
Code, is amended in the first sentence—

(1) by striking *‘659)’’ and inserting ‘‘659),”’;
and

(2) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting the following: ‘, and shall be subject
to a Federal tax levy under section 6331 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.”".

SEC. 2. DISPOSITION OF AMOUNTS.

Any potential revenue gain attributable to

the enactment of this Act, as determined by
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the Director of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice—

(1) shall be deposited in the general fund of
the Treasury of the United States; and

(2) shall be used solely for purposes of def-
icit reduction.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. I yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. BUERKLE), the
prime sponsor and author of this piece
of legislation.

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding to me, and
I rise today in support of my legisla-
tion, H.R. 4365, which would make
Thrift Savings Plans subject to Federal
tax levies. Currently, TSP accounts are
not listed in the IRS Code provisions
identifying property that is exempt
from tax. This bill makes clear that
the TSP accounts are to be treated the
same as 401(k)s and similar retirement
and savings accounts held by private
sector employees.

This bill is about fairness, Mr. Speak-
er. It will treat Federal employees the
same as private sector employees.

H.R. 4365 adds needed clarification to
existing law and provides guidance to
the Thrift Board on how to honor IRS
levies as they arise. In 2010, the Office
of Legal Counsel at the Department of
Justice concluded that TSPs are sub-
ject to levy. And last week, the Federal
Retirement Thrift Investment Board,
which oversees TSP accounts, wrote
Congress asking that this issue be
clarified expeditiously, noting that the
lack of clarity is causing significant
operational issues.

At the end of 2010, Mr. Speaker, the
most recent year for which IRS data is
available, 279,000 Federal employees
owed $3.4 billion in Federal taxes. And
the Joint Committee on Taxation esti-
mates that enacting this legislation
would increase revenues by $24 million
over the 2012-2022 period.

Mr. Speaker, $24 million may seem
like a small figure to some inside the
Beltway. However, I believe any sav-
ings Congress can produce in today’s
fiscal environment is significant.

This is a commonsense solution
which received bipartisan support in
the House Oversight and Government
Reform Committee. Similar legislation
also received overwhelming support in
the Senate. I urge passage of this bill.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in the consideration of H.R.
4365, a bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to make clear that ac-
counts in the Thrift Savings Fund are
subject to Federal tax levies.

Current law authorizes the Internal
Revenue Service to levy private sector
401(k) retirement plans in order to col-
lect unpaid Federal taxes.
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However, due to an existing ambi-
guity between the Internal Revenue
Code and the authorizing statute for
the Federal Thrift Savings Plan, the
IRS is unable to garnish TSP accounts
to recover unpaid taxes from Federal
employees and Members of Congress. In
light of this statutory confusion, the
Thrift Savings Plan’s executive direc-
tor requested clarification from our
committee back in July of 2011 as to
whether the TSP should honor Federal
levies on TSP accounts.

H.R. 4365 would simply ensure that
Federal TSP accounts and private sec-
tor 401(k) plans receive equal treat-
ment in the area of tax administration
and enforcement by amending the TSP
authorizing statute to make clear that
TSP fund accounts are, in fact, subject
to Federal tax levies by the IRS. In ad-
dition, pursuant to an amendment of-
fered by our distinguished ranking
member, Mr. CUMMINGS of Maryland,
and included in the bill as reported by
our committee, any potential revenue
derived from the enactment of H.R.
4365 may be used only for the purposes
of deficit reduction.

In supporting this bill, I would note
that the vast majority of our public
servants pay their taxes in a respon-
sible and timely manner. In fact, ac-
cording to the most recent IRS statis-
tics, the tax delinquency rate among
Federal employees in 2010 was 3.33 per-
cent, far lower than that of the general
public.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support this
reasonable legislation, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, this is
a good, commonsense piece of legisla-
tion, and I urge its adoption.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4365, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

GOVERNMENT CHARGE CARD
ABUSE PREVENTION ACT OF 2012

Mr CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 300) to prevent abuse of Government
charge cards, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting
clause and insert:

S. 300
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Government
Charge Card Abuse Prevention Act of 2012°°.
SEC. 2. MANAGEMENT OF PURCHASE CARDS.

(a) GOVERNMENT-WIDE SAFEGUARDS AND IN-
TERNAL CONTROLS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 19 of title 41, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“§ 1909. Management of purchase cards

“(a) REQUIRED SAFEGUARDS AND INTERNAL
CONTROLS.—The head of each executive agency
that issues and uses purchase cards and con-
venience checks shall establish and maintain
safeguards and internal controls to ensure the
following:

‘(1) There is a record in each executive agen-
cy of each holder of a purchase card issued by
the agency for official use, annotated with the
limitations on single transactions and total
transactions that are applicable to the use of
each such card or check by that purchase card
holder.

“(2) Each purchase card holder and indi-
vidual issued a convenience check is assigned
an approving official other than the card holder
with the authority to approve or disapprove
transactions.

“(3) The holder of a purchase card and each
official with authority to authorize expenditures
charged to the purchase card are responsible
for—

““(A) reconciling the charges appearing on
each statement of account for that purchase
card with receipts and other supporting docu-
mentation; and

‘“(B) forwarding a summary report to the cer-
tifying official in a timely manner of informa-
tion necessary to enable the certifying official to
ensure that the Federal Government ultimately
pays only for valid charges that are consistent
with the terms of the applicable Government-
wide purchase card contract entered into by the
Administrator of General Services.

“(4) Any disputed purchase card charge, and
any discrepancy between a receipt and other
supporting documentation and the purchase
card statement of account, is resolved in the
manner prescribed in the applicable Govern-
ment-wide purchase card contract entered into
by the Administrator of General Services.

“(5) Payments on purchase card accounts are
made promptly within prescribed deadlines to
avoid interest penalties.

““(6) Rebates and refunds based on prompt
payment, sales volume, or other actions by the
agency on purchase card accounts are reviewed
for accuracy and properly recorded as a receipt
to the agency that pays the monthly bill.

““(7) Records of each purchase card trans-
action (including records on associated con-
tracts, reports, accounts, and invoices) are re-
tained in accordance with standard Government
policies on the disposition of records.

““(8) Periodic reviews are performed to deter-
mine whether each purchase card holder has a
need for the purchase card.

“(9) Appropriate training is provided to each
purchase card holder and each official with re-
sponsibility for overseeing the use of purchase
cards issued by the executive agency.
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‘““(10) The executive agency has specific poli-
cies regarding the number of purchase cards
issued by various component organizations and
categories of component organizations, the cred-
it limits authorized for wvarious categories of
card holders, and categories of employees eligi-
ble to be issued purchase cards, and that those
policies are designed to minimize the financial
risk to the Federal Government of the issuance
of the purchase cards and to ensure the integ-
rity of purchase card holders.

‘““(11) The executive agency uses effective sys-
tems, techniques, and technologies to prevent or
identify illegal, improper, or erroneous pur-
chases.

‘““(12) The executive agency invalidates the
purchase card of each employee who—

““(A) ceases to be employed by the agency, im-
mediately upon termination of the employment
of the employee; or

“(B) transfers to another unit of the agency,
immediately upon the transfer of the employee
unless the agency determines that the units are
covered by the same purchase card authority.

‘““(13) The executive agency takes steps to re-
cover the cost of any illegal, improper, or erro-
neous purchase made with a purchase card or
convenience check by an employee, including,
as necessary, through salary offsets.

‘““(b) GUIDANCE.—The Director of the Office of
Management and Budget shall review existing
guidance and, as necessary, prescribe additional
guidance governing the implementation of the
requirements of subsection (a) by executive
agencies.

““(c) PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of each executive
agency shall provide for appropriate adverse
personnel actions or other punishment to be im-
posed in cases in which employees of the agency
violate agency policies implementing the guid-
ance required by subsection (b) or make illegal,
improper, or erroneous purchases with purchase
cards or convenience checks.

““(2) DISMISSAL.—Penalties prescribed for em-
ployee misuse of purchase cards or convenience
checks shall include dismissal of the employee,
as appropriate.

““(3) REPORTS ON VIOLATIONS.—The guidance
prescribed under subsection (b) shall direct each
head of an executive agency with more than
$10,000,000 in purchase card spending annually,
and each Inspector General of such an executive
agency, on a semiannual basis, to submit to the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget a joint report on violations or other ac-
tions covered by paragraph (1) by employees of
such executive agency. At a minimum, the re-
port shall set forth the following:

“(A4) A summary description of confirmed vio-
lations involving misuse of a purchase card fol-
lowing completion of a review by the agency or
by the Inspector General of the agency.

“(B) A summary description of all adverse
personnel action, punishment, or other action
taken based on each violation.

“(d) RISK ASSESSMENTS AND AUDITS.—The In-
spector General of each executive agency shall—

‘(1) conduct periodic assessments of the agen-
cy purchase card or convenience check pro-
grams to identify and analyze risks of illegal,
improper, or erroneous purchases and payments
in order to develop a plan for using such risk
assessments to determine the scope, frequency,
and number of periodic audits of purchase card
or convenience check transactions;

“(2) perform analysis or audits, as necessary,
of purchase card transactions designed to iden-
tify—

“(A) potentially illegal, improper,
neous uses of purchase cards;

‘““(B) any patterns of such uses; and

“(C) categories of purchases that could be
made by means other than purchase cards in
order to better aggregate purchases and obtain
lower prices (excluding transactions made under
card-based strategic sourcing arrangements);

““(3) report to the head of the executive agency
concerned on the results of such analysis or au-
dits; and

or erro-



H5412

‘““(4) report to the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget on the implementation
of recommendations made to the head of the ex-
ecutive agency to address findings of any anal-
ysis or audit of purchase card and convenience
check transactions or programs for compilation
and transmission by the Director to Congress
and the Comptroller General.

“(e) RELATIONSHIP TO DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE PURCHASE CARD REGULATIONS.—The re-
quirements of this section shall not apply to the
Department of Defense. See section 2784 of title
10 for provisions relating to management of pur-
chase cards in the Department.’’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 19 of title 41,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new item:

““1909. Management of purchase cards.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE PURCHASE CARD PROVI-
SIONS.—Subsection (b) of section 2784 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by moving paragraph (8) to the end of the
subsection and redesignating that paragraph as
paragraph (14);

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (2), (3), (4),
(5), (6), and (7) as paragraphs (3), (4), (5), (6),
(7), and (8), respectively;

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

““(2) That each purchase card holder and indi-
vidual issued a convenience check is assigned
an approving official other than the card holder
with the authority to approve or disapprove
transactions.’’;

(4) by adding after paragraph (10) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

‘““(11) That the Department of Defense uses ef-
fective systems, techniques, and technologies to
prevent or identify potential fraudulent pur-
chases.

‘“(12) That the Department of Defense takes
appropriate steps to invalidate the purchase
card of each card holder who—

““(A) in the case of an employee of the Depart-
ment—

‘(i) ceases to be employed by the Department,
immediately upon termination of the employ-
ment of the employee; or

““(ii) transfers to another unit of the Depart-
ment, immediately upon the transfer of the em-
ployee unless the Secretary of Defense deter-
mines that the units are covered by the same
purchase card authority; and

‘““(B) in the case of a member of the armed
forces, is separated or released from active duty
or full-time National Guard duty.

‘“(13) That the Department of Defense takes
steps to recover the cost of any illegal, improper,
or erroneous purchase made with a purchase
card or convenience check by an employee or
member of the armed forces, including, as nec-
essary, through salary offsets.”’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘““(15) That the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Defense conducts periodic audits or
reviews of purchase card or convenience check
programs to identify and analyze risks of illegal,
improper, or erroneous purchases and payments
and that the findings of such audits or reviews,
along with recommendations to prevent abuse of
purchase cards or convenience checks, are re-
ported to the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and Congress.”’.

(¢) DEADLINE FOR GUIDANCE ON MANAGEMENT
OF PURCHASE CARDS.—The Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget shall prescribe
the guidance required by section 1909(b) of title
41, United States Code, as added by subsection
(a), not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 3. MANAGEMENT OF TRAVEL CARDS.

Section 2 of the Travel and Transportation
Reform Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-264; 5 U.S.C.
5701 note) is amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:
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“(h) MANAGEMENT
CARDS.—

““(1) REQUIRED SAFEGUARDS AND INTERNAL
CONTROLS.—The head of each executive agency
that has employees that use travel charge cards
shall establish and maintain the following inter-
nal control activities to ensure the proper, effi-
cient, and effective use of such travel charge
cards:

““(A) There is a record in each executive agen-
cy of each holder of a travel charge card issued
on behalf of the agency for official use, anno-
tated with the limitations on amounts that are
applicable to the use of each such card by that
travel charge card holder.

‘““(B) Rebates and refunds based on prompt
payment, sales volume, or other actions by the
agency on travel charge card accounts are mon-
itored for accuracy and properly recorded as a
receipt of the agency that employs the card
holder.

“(C) Periodic reviews are performed to deter-
mine whether each travel charge card holder
has a need for the travel charge card.

‘(D) Appropriate training is provided to each
travel charge card holder and each official with
responsibility for overseeing the use of travel
charge cards issued by the executive agency.

“(E) Each executive agency has specific poli-
cies regarding travel charge cards issued for
various component organizations and categories
of component organizations, the credit limits au-
thorized for various categories of card holders,
and categories of employees eligible to be issued
travel charge cards, and designs those policies
to minimize the financial risk to the Federal
Government of the issuance of the travel charge
cards and to ensure the integrity of travel
charge card holders.

““(F) Each executive agency has policies to en-
sure its contractual arrangement with each
travel charge card issuing contractor contains a
requirement that the creditworthiness of an in-
dividual be evaluated before the individual is
issued a travel charge card, and that no indi-
vidual be issued a travel charge card if that in-
dividual is found not creditworthy as a result of
the evaluation (except that this paragraph shall
not preclude issuance of a restricted use, pre-
paid, declining balance, controlled-spend, or
stored value card when the individual lacks a
credit history or has a credit score below the
minimum credit score established by the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget). The
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget shall establish a minimum credit score
for determining the creditworthiness of an indi-
vidual based on rigorous statistical analysis of
the population of card holders and historical be-
haviors. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, such evaluation shall include an assess-
ment of an individual’s consumer report from a
consumer reporting agency as those terms are
defined in section 603 of the Fair Credit Report-
ing Act (15 U.S.C. 1681a).

“(G) Each executive agency uses effective sys-
tems, techniques, and technologies to prevent or
identify improper purchases.

“(H) Each executive agency ensures that the
travel charge card of each employee who ceases
to be employed by the agency is invalidated im-
mediately upon termination of the employment
of the employee (or, in the case of a member of
the uniformed services, upon separation or re-
lease from active duty or full-time National
Guard duty).

“(I) Each executive agency shall ensure that,
where appropriate, travel card payments are
issued directly to the travel card-issuing bank
for credit to the employee’s individual travel
card account.

““(2) GUIDANCE ON MANAGEMENT OF TRAVEL
CHARGE CARDS.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of the Government
Charge Card Abuse Prevention Act of 2012, the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget shall review the existing guidance and,
as mecessary, prescribe additional guidance for
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erecutive agencies governing the implementation
of the requirements in paragraph (1).

““(3) INSPECTOR GENERAL AUDIT.—The Inspec-
tor General of each executive agency with more
than $10,000,000 in travel card spending shall
conduct periodic audits or reviews of travel card
programs to analyze risks of illegal, improper, or
erroneous purchases and payments. The find-
ings of such audits or reviews along with rec-
ommendations to prevent improper use of travel
cards shall be reported to the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget and Congress.

‘“(4) PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS.—Consistent
with the guidance prescribed under paragraph
(2), each executive agency shall provide for ap-
propriate adverse personnel actions to be im-
posed in cases in which employees of the execu-
tive agency fail to comply with applicable travel
charge card terms and conditions or applicable
agency regulations or commit fraud with respect
to a travel charge card, including removal in
appropriate cases.

““(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘““(A) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘executive
agency’ means an agency as that term is defined
in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section 5701(1)
of title 5, United States Code.

‘““(B) TRAVEL CHARGE CARD.—The term ‘travel
charge card’ means any Federal contractor-
issued travel charge card that is individually
billed to each card holder.”.

SEC. 4. MANAGEMENT OF CENTRALLY BILLED AC-
COUNTS.

(a) REQUIRED INTERNAL CONTROLS FOR CEN-
TRALLY BILLED ACCOUNTS.—The head of an ex-
ecutive agency that has employees who use a
travel charge card that is billed directly to the
United States Government shall establish and
maintain the following internal control activi-
ties:

(1) The executive agency shall ensure that of-
ficials with the authority to approve official
travel wverify that centrally billed account
charges are not reimbursed to an employee.

(2) The executive agency shall dispute unal-
lowable and erroneous charges and track the
status of the disputed transactions to ensure ap-
propriate resolution.

(3) The executive agency shall submit requests
to servicing airlines for refunds of fully or par-
tially unused tickets, when entitled to such re-
funds, and track the status of unused tickets to
ensure appropriate resolution.

(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget
shall review the existing guidance and, as nec-
essary, prescribe additional guidance for execu-
tive agencies implementing the requirements of
subsection (a).

SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘erecutive
agency’ has the meaning given such term in
section 133 of title 41, United States Code.

(2) EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘“‘employee’ has the
meaning given such term in section 2(d)(3) of
the Travel and Transportation Reform Act of
1998 (Public Law 105-264; 5 U.S.C. 5701 note).
SEC. 6. CONSTRUCTION.

(a) EXECUTIVE AGENCY ACCOUNTING.—Nothing
in this Act, or the amendments made by this
Act, shall be construed to excuse the head of an
executive agency from the responsibilities set out
in section 3512 of title 31, United States Code, or
in the Improper Payments Information Act of
2002 (31 U.S.C. 3321 note).

(b) PERSONAL INFORMATION.—Nothing in this
Act, or the amendments made by this Act, shall
be construed to require the disclosure of person-
ally identifying information that is otherwise
protected from disclosure under section 552a of
title 5, United States Code (popularly known as
the Privacy Act of 1974).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CHAFFETZ. I ask unanimous
consent that all Members may have 5
legislative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. S. 300 puts common-
sense controls on the users of govern-
ment charge cards which allow Federal
workers to purchase goods and to trav-
el in a timely and cost-efficient man-
ner. In any economy, but especially the
one we’re in now, there is no room for
waste, much less fraud and abuse.
These safeguards will make all users of
Federal charge cards accountable for
their use.

While the use of charge cards has
saved the Federal Government both
time and money when compared to a
paper reimbursement system, some
Federal employees have abused their
purchase and travel card privileges, re-
sulting in unnecessary and sometimes
fraudulent expenses.

Numerous GAO reports over the last
decade have called for additional con-
trols to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse
in the government charge card pro-
gram. In 2008, GAO estimated that
nearly 41 percent of purchase card
transactions failed to meet basic inter-
nal control standards.

Senator GRASSLEY has put the spot-
light on the problematic use of govern-
ment charge cards for more than a dec-
ade, and the GAO has documented
fraudulent purchases made by Federal
workers with these cards, including
jewelry, gambling, cruises, and even
the tab at gentlemen’s clubs. Govern-
ment charge cards were used to pay for
the infamous GSA 2010 Western Re-
gional Conference.

The Oversight Committee was able to
work on a bipartisan basis with the
Armed Services Committee to bring
Senator GRASSLEY’s bill, S. 300, to the
floor today. The bill brings needed ac-
countability to the process by which
the Federal Government manages
charge cards used by Federal employ-
ees.

S. 300 requires agencies to improve
their internal controls for government
charge cards. It is based largely on
GAQO’s recommendations for preventing
waste, fraud, and abuse. The additional
safeguards resulting from the bill will
avoid the waste of millions of dollars of
taxpayer money on fraudulent or ques-
tionable purposes. The controls also
help ensure the Federal Government
benefits from rebates available from
charge card vendors for prompt pay-
ment.
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S. 300 requires agency inspectors gen-
eral to periodically conduct risk as-
sessments and perform audits to iden-
tify potential abuse of government
charge cards. The bill also requires
agencies to take appropriate discipli-
nary action, including removal, for
Federal employees who misuse charge
cards. This provision responds to GAO
investigations that found inconsistent
or nonexistent consequences for Fed-
eral employees who abuse these charge
card privileges.

I will be placing into the RECORD a
jurisdictional exchange of letters be-
tween the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices and the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 14, 2012.

Hon. DARRELL E. ISsA,

Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN IsSA: I am writing to you
concerning the bill S. 300, Government
Charge Card Abuse Prevention Act of 2011, as
amended. This legislation includes provi-
sions that deal with the Department of De-
fense policies regarding government charge
cards which fall within the Rule X jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on Armed Services.

Our committee recognizes the importance
of S. 300, and the need for the legislation to
move expeditiously. Therefore, while we
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over this
legislation, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices will waive further consideration of S.
300. I do so with the understanding that by
waiving consideration of the bill, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services does not waive
any future jurisdictional claim over the sub-
ject matters contained in the bill which fall
within its Rule X jurisdiction. I appreciate
your willingness to work with the Com-
mittee on Armed Services to incorporate
modifications requested by the Office of the
Secretary of Defense to the legislation to be
considered in the House. I request that you
urge the Speaker to name members of this
committee to any conference committee
which is named to consider these provisions.

Please place this letter and your commit-
tee’s response into the Congressional Record
during consideration of the measure on the
House floor. Thank you for the cooperative
spirit in which you have worked regarding
this matter and others between our respec-
tive committees.

Sincerely,
HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON,
Chairman.
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 23, 2012.

Hon. HOWARD P. “BUCK”’ MCKEON,

Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding the Committee on Armed
Services’ jurisdictional interest in S. 300, the
‘““Government Charge Card Abuse Prevention
Act of 2011,” and your willingness to forego
consideration of S. 300 by your committee.

I agree that the Armed Services Com-
mittee has a valid jurisdictional interest in
certain provisions of S. 300 and that the
Committee’s jurisdiction will not be ad-
versely affected by your decision to forego
consideration of the bill. As you have re-
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quested, I will support your request for an
appropriate appointment of outside con-
ferees from your Committee in the event of
a House-Senate conference on this or similar
legislation should such a conference be con-
vened.

Finally, I will include a copy of your letter
and this response in the Congressional
Record during the floor consideration of this
bill. Thank you again for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
DARRELL ISSA,
Chairman.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The serious fiscal challenges facing
the Federal Government demand that
agencies do everything they can to op-
erate as efficiently as possible. The
Federal Government spends billions
annually through its purchase card
programs, using purchase cards and
convenience checks to acquire millions
of items—everything from paper and
pencils to computers—and to make
payments on government contracts for
a variety of goods and services such as
vehicles and relocation services.

The primary responsibility for pur-
chasing these items rests with card-
holders and the officials who approve
their purchases. Because of the posi-
tion of public trust held by Federal em-
ployees, Congress and the American
people expect cardholders and approv-
ing officials to maintain stewardship
over the Federal funds at their dis-
posal. Specifically, purchase card-
holders and approving officials are ex-
pected to follow published acquisition
requirements and exercise a standard
of care in acquiring goods and services
that is necessary and reasonable for
the proper operation of an agency.

Because every Federal dollar that is
spent on fraudulent, improper, and
abusive purchases is a dollar that can-
not be used for necessary government
goods and services, ensuring that pur-
chase cards are used responsibly is of
particular concern at a time when the
United States is experiencing substan-
tial fiscal challenges.

I strongly support Senator GRASS-
LEY’s bill, on which he has worked
many years, S. 300, because the legisla-
tion will require agencies to establish
internal control activities over travel
and charge cards. Agencies will be able
to perform credit checks on potential
recipients of travel cards. Agencies will
also be able to appropriately discipline
employees who misuse charge cards, in-
cluding termination of their employ-
ment.

Most importantly, this legislation
will keep agencies accountable for
charge card misuse because the inspec-
tors general of each agency will be re-
quired to examine charge card use
twice a year and report any violations
to the Office of Management and Budg-
et.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. 1 appreciate the
great work Senator GRASSLEY has done
on this bill. I urge its adoption. I think
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we can do so in a bipartisan way, and I
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 300, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
0 1600

FEDERAL EMPLOYEE TAX
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2012

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 828) to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide that persons
having seriously delinquent tax debts
shall be ineligible for Federal employ-
ment, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 828

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Federal Em-
ployee Tax Accountability Act of 2012,

SEC. 2. INELIGIBILITY OF PERSONS HAVING SE-

RIOUSLY DELINQUENT TAX DEBTS
FOR FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 73 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SUBCHAPTER VIII-INELIGIBILITY OF
PERSONS HAVING SERIOUSLY DELIN-
QUENT TAX DEBTS FOR FEDERAL EM-
PLOYMENT

“§ 7381. Definitions
““For purposes of this subchapter—

‘(1) the term ‘seriously delinquent tax
debt’ means an outstanding debt under the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for which a no-
tice of lien has been filed in public records
pursuant to section 6323 of such Code, except
that such term does not include—

‘““(A) a debt that is being paid in a timely
manner pursuant to an agreement under sec-
tion 6159 or section 7122 of such Code;

‘““(B) a debt with respect to which a collec-
tion due process hearing under section 6330
of such Code, or relief under subsection (a),
(b), or (f) of section 6015 of such Code, is re-
quested or pending;

‘“(C) a debt with respect to which a levy
has been issued under section 6331 of such
Code (or, in the case of an applicant for em-
ployment, a debt with respect to which the
applicant agrees to be subject to a levy
issued under such section); and

‘(D) a debt with respect to which relief
under section 6343(a)(1)(D) of such Code is
granted;

‘“(2) the term ‘employee’ means an em-
ployee in or under an agency, including an
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individual described in sections 2104(b) and
2105(e); and

“(3) the term ‘agency’ means—

‘“(A) an Executive agency;

‘“(B) the United States Postal Service;

‘“(C) the Postal Regulatory Commission;
and

‘(D) an employing authority in the legisla-
tive branch.
“§7382. Ineligibility for employment

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection
(c), any person who has a seriously delin-
quent tax debt shall be ineligible to be ap-
pointed or to continue serving as an em-
ployee.

“(b) DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENT.—The head
of each agency shall take appropriate meas-
ures to ensure that each person applying for
employment with such agency shall be re-
quired to submit (as part of the application
for employment) certification that such per-
son does not have any seriously delinquent
tax debt.

‘“(c) REGULATIONS.—The Office of Personnel
Management, in consultation with the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, shall, for purposes of
carrying out this section with respect to the
executive branch, promulgate any regula-
tions which the Office considers necessary,
except that such regulations shall provide
for the following:

‘(1) All due process rights, afforded by
chapter 75 and any other provision of law,
shall apply with respect to a determination
under this section that an applicant is ineli-
gible to be appointed or that an employee is
ineligible to continue serving.

‘“(2) Before any such determination is
given effect with respect to an individual,
the individual shall be afforded 180 days to
demonstrate that such individual’s debt is
one described in subparagraph (A), (B), (C),
or (D) of section 7381(a)(1).

‘“(3) An employee may continue to serve, in
a situation involving financial hardship, if
the continued service of such employee is in
the best interests of the United States, as de-
termined on a case-by-case basis.

“(d) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—The Director
of the Office of Personnel Management shall
report annually to Congress on the number
of exemptions made pursuant to subsection
(©)(3).

“§7383. Review of public records

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Each agency shall pro-
vide for such reviews of public records as the
head of such agency considers appropriate to
determine if a notice of lien (as described in
section 7381(1)) has been filed with respect to
an employee of or an applicant for employ-
ment with such agency.

“(b) ADDITIONAL REQUESTS.—If a notice of
lien is discovered under subsection (a) with
respect to an employee or applicant for em-
ployment, the agency may—

‘(1) request that the employee or applicant
execute and submit a form authorizing the
Secretary of the Treasury to disclose to the
head of the agency information limited to
describing whether the employee or appli-
cant has a seriously delinquent tax debt; and

‘“(2) contact the Secretary of the Treasury
to request tax information limited to de-
scribing whether the employee or applicant
has a seriously delinquent tax debt.

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION FORM.—The Secretary
of the Treasury shall make available to all
agencies a standard form for the authoriza-
tion described in subsection (b)(1).

‘‘(d) NEGATIVE CONSIDERATION.—The head
of an agency, in considering an individual’s
application for employment or in making an
employee appraisal or evaluation, shall give
negative consideration to a refusal or failure
to comply with a request under subsection
®)(D).
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“§7384. Confidentiality
‘““Neither the head nor any other employee

of an agency may—

‘(1) use any information furnished under
the provisions of this subchapter for any pur-
pose other than the administration of this
subchapter;

‘(2) make any publication whereby the in-
formation furnished by or with respect to
any particular individual under this sub-
chapter can be identified; or

‘“(3) permit anyone who is not an employee
of such agency to examine or otherwise have
access to any such information.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 73 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“SUBCHAPTER VIII—INELIGIBILITY OF
PERSONS HAVING SERIOUSLY DELIN-
QUENT TAX DEBTS FOR FEDERAL EM-
PLOYMENT

¢7381. Definitions.

¢“7382. Ineligibility for employment.

¢“7383. Review of public records.

¢“7384. Confidentiality.”.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act and the amendments made by
this Act shall take effect 9 months after the
date of enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. 1 yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, almost every Federal
employee that I have run into, they’re
good, hardworking, patriotic people
trying to do the right thing; but unfor-
tunately we have a few that really
aren’t doing the right thing.

I want to highlight a problem that
we see out there. There are those Fed-
eral employees that are delinquent on
their Federal taxes. Now, this becomes
egregious, I think, because of the na-
ture of their employment—they’re
working for the Federal Government,
they’re being paid by the Federal tax-
payers, and yet they’re not paying
their own Federal taxes.

Unfortunately, over the course of
time this situation has not gotten bet-
ter. People are dealing with very dif-
ficult situations, they have adopted
something or somehow in their life
they’ve gotten upside down. The nature
and the spirit of this bill, the bill that
I am the chief sponsor on, is to find
those people who are trying to do the
right thing—they’re trying to rectify
it, they’re trying to come up with a
plan—we’re not going after those peo-
ple. But for the other group of people
who are just totally ignoring the law
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and they’re not living up to their obli-
gation, they’re not paying their Fed-
eral taxes, there ought to be more of a
consequence.

The number of delinquent employees
has remained fairly consistent since
the year 2004. Remarkably, there were
102,794 employees who were delinquent
with their Federal taxes back in 2004.
Fast forward to 2010, that number is
still 98,291. In fact, nearly 700 people on
Capitol Hill are delinquent on their
Federal taxes. Unfortunately, the dol-
lar amount of these delinquencies from
2004, which was $599.8 million, has
grown to over $1 billion—in fact, it’s
$1.034 billion unpaid taxes from Federal
employees.

So, employees who consciously ig-
nore the channels and processes in
place to fulfill their tax obligations
must be held accountable. The Federal
Employee Tax Accountability Act ad-
dresses noncompliance with our tax
laws by prohibiting individuals with se-
riously delinquent tax debt from Fed-
eral civilian employment. This should
be common sense, and I hope it’s bipar-
tisan.

Most taxpayers, including govern-
ment employees, file accurate tax re-
turns and pay the taxes they owe on
time, regardless of their income. Fed-
eral employees and individuals apply-
ing for Federal employment should do
the same—always.

In 2010, the most recent year for
which the IRS data is available, more
than 98,000 civilian Federal employees
owed more than $1 billion in taxes. The
average delinquency rate for Federal
civilian employees was 3.33 percent, up
from 2.29 percent in 2008.

The vast majority of Federal workers
who owe taxes owe them from income
that they earned. The intent of this
bill is simple. If you'’re a Federal em-
ployee or an applicant for Federal em-
ployment, you should be making a
good faith effort to pay your taxes or
to dispute them, as taxpayers have the
right to do.

Under this bill, H.R. 828, individuals
having seriously delinquent tax debts
are ineligible for Federal civilian em-
ployment in the executive and legisla-
tive branch. ‘“Serious tax delinquent”
is defined as an outstanding Federal
debt for which the notice of lien has
been filed publicly.

H.R. 828 exempts employees who are
working to settle tax liabilities by ex-
cluding Federal tax debts that are
being paid in accordance with an in-
stallment agreement, offer of com-
promise, or wage garnishment; for
which a due process hearing or request
for relief from joint and several liabil-
ity is requested or pending; or for
which relief has been granted. So, there
are exceptions. We’re not trying to cut
somebody off at the knees if they’re
trying to do the right thing.

The bill requires individuals applying
for Federal jobs to certify that they
are not seriously delinquent in their
taxes. Agencies will also conduct peri-
odic reviews of public records for tax
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liens. And individuals with seriously
delinquent tax debt may avail them-
selves of existing due process rights,
including before the Merit Systems
Protection Board. In addition, individ-
uals will have 6 months to demonstrate
that their tax debt is not ‘“‘seriously de-
linquent.”

The bill also provides a financial
hardship exemption for employees.
Federal employees are called to ac-
count for paying taxes by the code of
ethics for the executive branch. The
code of ethics dictates that Federal
employees must ‘‘satisfy in good faith
their obligations as citizens, including
all just financial obligations, espe-
cially those such as Federal, State or
local taxes that are imposed by law.”
Thus, the necessity of this situation.
Unfortunately, it’s getting worse, it’s
not getting better.

We have an obligation, I think, to the
American taxpayers and to the over-
whelming majority, the 96-plus percent
of Federal workers, who are doing the
right thing. Thus, I urge the adoption
of this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as Chairman ISSA stat-
ed during the Oversight Committee’s
consideration of this bill, H.R. 828, this
is largely a symbolic gesture.

We all agree that everyone, including
Federal workers, should pay their
taxes. Members on both sides of the
aisle emphasize the need to hold Fed-
eral employees accountable for tax ob-
ligations. However, the overwhelming
majority of Federal workers take their
income tax obligation seriously.

The tax compliance rate for Federal
employees is much higher than for the
American public. According to the
most recent statistics from the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, more than 96 per-
cent of Federal workers pay their taxes
on time and do not owe money to the
government.

In addition, there are already exist-
ing laws and regulations that address
tax debts owed by Federal employees,
and the IRS has a system in place for
levying up to 15 percent of Federal
wage payments made to delinquent
taxpayers until the tax debt is satis-
fied.

The Joint Committee on Taxation
has concluded that H.R. 828 would have
“negligible impact’” on revenue. In
fact, implementation of the bill would
have a small cost. So, I'm not certain
that this bill will have any significant
impact whatsoever.

I strongly believe that the House’s ef-
forts and energy would be better spent
by focusing on measures to strengthen
the Federal civil service and improve
the efficiency and effectiveness of the
Federal Government rather than by
making symbolic gestures that rein-
force a negative view of the Federal
workforce.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H5415

There is a need for this. I wish there
wasn’t a need for this. There are other
more pressing things that we should be
focused on. But this is $1 billion in un-
collected taxes, taxes that are due by
Federal workers.

Again, I don’t want to disparage the
reputation of all Federal employees,
but this small group—in excess now of
3 percent of our Federal workers—is
putting tarnishment on those other
employees.

I want to point to a January 23, 2012,
Federal Eye article—Ed O’Keefe is the
author. Let me read a paragraph from
his article. He said:

But on Capitol Hill, 684 employees, or al-
most 4 percent, of the 18,000 congressional
staffers owed taxes in 2010, a jump of 46
workers from 2009. Four percent of House
staffers owed $8.5 million, and 3 percent of
Senate employees owed $2.1 million, the IRS
said.

We actually get a report from the
IRS, and it has a breakdown of the
number of employees by department
who aren’t paying their Federal taxes.
The Department of Treasury, they
have one of the lowest percentages.
Less than 1 percent of their employees
don’t pay their taxes, but they still
have 1,181 employees at the Depart-
ment of Treasury who aren’t paying it.
There’s an uncollected $9.3 million.

At the Federal Reserve, the Board of
Governors, smaller in terms of their
numbers, but you still had 91 employ-
ees at the Federal Reserve not paying
their taxes—4.86 percent of their em-
ployees not paying over $1.2 million in
taxes.

If you go on and look here, this one
is my personal favorite. The U.S. Office
of Government Ethics has the worst
compliance rate of our Federal work-
ers. If you put that in a movie, you
wouldn’t believe it. But nearly 6.5 per-
cent of their employees don’t pay their
Federal taxes, the U.S. Office of Gov-
ernment Ethics.
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Unfortunately, there is a need for
this.

I would like to highlight, we did this
in a very bipartisan way within com-
mittee. There was an amendment of-
fered by Mr. LYNCH of Massachusetts,
who I have the greatest respect for. He
offered an amendment. We accepted
that. When we accepted that, he was
quoted as saying, and I quote from Mr.
LYNCH:

With that refinement here, a friendly
amendment, I certainly would vote for the
bill if the amendment were included.

I hope we can do this in a bipartisan
way. We have an obligation, a duty to
do this.

I reserve the balance of my time, Mr.
Speaker.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers. I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, let me
say, in conclusion here, look, if Federal
workers aren’t paying their Federal
taxes, they should be fired. If they’re
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not paying their Federal taxes and
they want employment here, they
should not be employed as Federal
workers.

We have a duty and an obligation.
This is a billion dollar problem in
search of a solution. This is the solu-
tion. We should do so in a bipartisan
way.

And with that, I urge the adoption of
this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 828, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

————
HONORING AMERICA’S VETERANS
AND CARING FOR CAMP

LEJEUNE FAMILIES ACT OF 2012

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,

I move to suspend the rules and concur

in the Senate amendments to the bill

(H.R. 1627) to amend title 38, United

States Code, to provide for certain re-

quirements for the placement of monu-

ments in Arlington National Cemetery,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendments
is as follows:

Senate amendments:

Strike all after the enacting clause and

insert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘““Honoring America’s Veterans and Caring
for Camp Lejeune Families Act of 2012”°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States

Code.

Sec. 3. Scoring of budgetary effects.

TITLE —HEALTH CARE MATTERS

101. Short title.

102. Hospital care and medical services for
veterans  stationed at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina.

Authority to waive collection of co-
payments for telehealth and tele-
medicine visits of veterans.

Temporary expansion of payments and
allowances for beneficiary travel
in comnection with veterans re-
ceiving care from Vet Centers.

Contracts and agreements for nursing
home care.

Comprehensive policy on reporting
and tracking sexual assault inci-
dents and other safety incidents.

Rehabilitative services for veterans
with traumatic brain injury.

Teleconsultation and telemedicine.

Use of service dogs on property of the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

Recognition of rural health resource
centers in Office of Rural Health.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 103.

Sec. 104.

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 107.

108.
109.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 110.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec.

111. Improvements for recovery and collec-
tion of amounts for Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Care
Collections Fund.

112. Extension of authority for copay-
ments.

113. Extension of authority for recovery of
cost of certain care and services.

TITLE II—HOUSING MATTERS

201. Short title.

202. Temporary expansion of eligibility for
specially adapted housing assist-
ance for certain veterans with dis-
abilities causing difficulty with
ambulating.

Expansion of eligibility for specially
adapted housing assistance for
veterans with vision impairment.

Revised limitations on assistance fur-
nished for acquisition and adap-
tation of housing for disabled vet-
erans.

Improvements to assistance for dis-
abled veterans residing in housing
owned by a family member.

Department of Veterans Affairs hous-
ing loan guarantees for surviving
spouses of certain totally disabled
veterans.

Occupancy of property by dependent
child of veteran for purposes of
meeting occupancy requirement
for Department of Veterans Af-
fairs housing loans.

Making permanent project for guaran-
teeing of adjustable rate mort-
gages.

Making permanent project for insur-
ing hybrid adjustable rate mort-
gages.

Waiver of loan fee for individuals with
disability ratings issued during
pre-discharge programs.

Modification of authorities for en-
hanced-use leases of real prop-
erty.

TITLE III—HOMELESS MATTERS

301. Enhancement of comprehensive service
programs.

302. Modification of authority for provi-
sion of treatment and rehabilita-
tion to certain veterans to include
provision of treatment and reha-
bilitation to homeless veterans
who are not seriously mentally ill.

303. Modification of grant program for
homeless veterans with special
needs.

304. Collaboration in provision of case
management services to homeless
veterans in supported housing
program.

305. Extensions of previously fully funded
authorities affecting homeless vet-
erans.

TITLE IV—EDUCATION MATTERS

401. Aggregate amount of educational as-
sistance available to individuals
who receive both survivors’ and
dependents’ educational assist-
ance and other veterans and re-
lated educational assistance.

402. Annual reports on Post-9/11 Edu-
cational Assistance Program and
Survivors’ and Dependents’ Edu-
cational Assistance Program.

TITLE V—BENEFITS MATTERS

501. Automatic waiver of agency of origi-
nal jurisdiction review of new evi-
dence.

502. Authority for certain persons to sign
claims filed with Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs on behalf of claim-
ants.

203.

204.

205.

206.

207.

208.

209.

210.

211.
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Improvement of process for filing joint-
ly for social security and depend-
ency and indemnity compensa-
tion.

Authorization of use of electronic com-
munication to provide notice to
claimants for benefits under laws
administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs.

Duty to assist claimants in obtaining
private records.

Authority for retroactive effective date
for awards of disability compensa-
tion in connection with applica-
tions that are fully-developed at
submittal.

Modification of month of death benefit
for surviving spouses of veterans
who die while entitled to com-
pensation or pension.

Increase in rate of pension for dis-
abled veterans married to one an-
other and both of whom require
regular aid and attendance.

Ezxclusion of certain reimbursements of
exrpenses from determination of
annual income with respect to
pensions for wveterans and Sur-
viving spouses and children of
veterans.

TITLE VI—MEMORIAL, BURIAL, AND

CEMETERY MATTERS

Prohibition on disruptions of funerals
of members or former members of
the Armed Forces.

Codification of prohibition against res-
ervation of gravesites at Arlington
National Cemetery.

Expansion of eligibility for presi-
dential memorial certificates to
persons who died in the active
military, naval, or air service.

Requirements for the placement of
monuments in Arlington National
Cemetery.

TITLE VII—OTHER MATTERS

701. Assistance to veterans affected by nat-
ural disasters.

Extension of certain expiring provi-
sions of law.

Requirement for plan for regular as-
sessment of employees of Veterans
Benefits Administration who han-
dle processing of claims for com-
pensation and pension.

Modification of provision relating to
reimbursement rate for ambulance
services.

Change in collection and wverification
of veteran income.

Department of Veterans Affairs en-
forcement penalties for misrepre-
sentation of a business concern as
a small business concern owned
and controlled by veterans or as a
small business concern owned and
controlled by service-disabled vet-
erans.

Quarterly reports to Congress on con-
ferences sponsored by the Depart-
ment.

Publication of data on employment of
certain veterans by Federal con-
tractors.

VetStar Award Program.

Extended period of protections for
members of uniformed services re-
lating to mortgages, mortgage
foreclosure, and eviction.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED

STATES CODE.

Except as otherwise expressly provided, when-
ever in this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or repeal
of, a section or other provision, the reference
shall be considered to be made to a section or
other provision of title 38, United States Code.

Sec. 503.

Sec. 504.

Sec. 505.

Sec. 506.

Sec. 507.

Sec. 508.

Sec. 509.

Sec. 601.

Sec. 602.

Sec. 603.

Sec. 604.

Sec.
Sec. 702.

Sec. 703.

Sec. 704.

Sec. 705.

Sec. 706.

Sec. 707.

Sec. 708.

709.
710.

Sec.
Sec.
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SEC. 3. SCORING OF BUDGETARY EFFECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the pur-
pose of complying with the Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go-Act of 2010, shall be determined by ref-
erence to the latest statement titled ‘‘Budgetary
Effects of PAYGO Legislation’ for this Act, sub-
mitted for printing in the Congressional Record
by the Chairman of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee, provided that such statement has been
submitted prior to the vote on passage.

TITLE I—HEALTH CARE MATTERS
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the
Ensminger Act’’.

SEC. 102. HOSPITAL CARE AND MEDICAL SERV-
ICES FOR VETERANS STATIONED AT
CAMP LEJEUNE, NORTH CAROLINA.

(a) HOSPITAL CARE AND MEDICAL SERVICES
FOR VETERANS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section
1710(e) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph:

“(F) Subject to paragraph (2), a veteran who
served on active duty in the Armed Forces at
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, for mot fewer
than 30 days during the period beginning on
January 1, 1957, and ending on December 31,
1987, is eligible for hospital care and medical
services under subsection (a)(2)(F) for any of
the following illnesses or conditions, notwith-
standing that there is insufficient medical evi-
dence to conclude that such illnesses or condi-
tions are attributable to such service:

‘(i) Esophageal cancer.

‘“(ii) Lung cancer.

“‘(iii) Breast cancer.

““(iv) Bladder cancer.

“‘(v) Kidney cancer.

“(vi) Leukemia.

““(vii) Multiple myeloma.

““(viii) Myleodysplasic syndromes.

“(ix) Renal toxicity.

‘““(x) Hepatic steatosis.

“‘(xi) Female infertility.

““(xii) Miscarriage.

“‘(xiii) Scleroderma.

““(xiv) Neurobehavioral effects.

“‘(xv) Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.”’.

(2) LIMITATION.—Paragraph (2)(B) of such
section is amended by striking “‘or (E)”’ and in-
serting ‘“(E), or (F)”’.

(b) FAMILY MEMBERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter VIII of chapter
17 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§1787. Health care of family members of vet-
erans stationed at Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), a
family member of a veteran described in sub-
paragraph (F) of section 1710(e)(1) of this title
who resided at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina,
for not fewer than 30 days during the period de-
scribed in such subparagraph or who was in
utero during such period while the mother of
such family member resided at such location
shall be eligible for hospital care and medical
services furnished by the Secretary for any of
the illnesses or conditions described in such sub-
paragraph, notwithstanding that there is insuf-
ficient medical evidence to conclude that such
illnesses or conditions are attributable to such
residence.

‘““(b) LIMITATIONS.—(1) The Secretary may
only furnish hospital care and medical services
under subsection (a) to the extent and in the
amount provided in advance in appropriations
Acts for such purpose.

““(2) Hospital care and medical services may
not be furnished under subsection (a) for an ill-
ness or condition of a family member that is
found, in accordance with guidelines issued by
the Under Secretary for Health, to have resulted
from a cause other than the residence of the
family member described in that subsection.

““(3) The Secretary may provide reimbursement
for hospital care or medical services provided to
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a family member under this section only after
the family member or the provider of such care
or services has exhausted without success all
claims and remedies reasonably available to the
family member or provider against a third party
(as defined in section 1725(f) of this title) for
payment of such care or services, including with
respect to health-plan contracts (as defined in
such section).”’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
1786 the following new item:

““1787. Health care of family members of veterans
stationed at Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina.’.

(c) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December 31
of each of 2013, 2014, and 2015, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the care and services
provided under sections 1710(e)(1)(F) and 1787 of
title 38, United States Code (as added by sub-
sections (a) and (b)(1), respectively).

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report under paragraph
(1) shall set forth the following:

(A) The number of veterans and family mem-
bers provided hospital care and medical services
under the provisions of law specified in para-
graph (1) during the period beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2012, and ending on the date of such re-
port.

(B) The illnesses, conditions, and disabilities
for which care and services have been provided
such veterans and family members under such
provisions of law during that period.

(C) The number of veterans and family mem-
bers who applied for care and services under
such provisions of law during that period but
were denied, including information on the rea-
sons for such denials.

(D) The number of veterans and family mem-
bers who applied for care and services under
such provisions of law and are awaiting a deci-
sion from the Secretary on eligibility for such
care and services as of the date of such report.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of this section
and the amendments made by this section shall
take effect on the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(2) APPLICABILITY.—Subparagraph (F) of sec-
tion 1710(e)(1) of such title, as added by sub-
section (a), and section 1787 of title 38, United
States Code, as added by subsection (b)(1), shall
apply with respect to hospital care and medical
services provided on or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 103. AUTHORITY TO WAIVE COLLECTION OF
COPAYMENTS FOR TELEHEALTH
AND TELEMEDICINE VISITS OF VET-
ERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I1I of chapter 17
is amended by inserting after section 1722A the
following new section:

“§1722B. Copayments: waiver of collection of
copayments for telehealth and telemedicine
visits of veterans
“The Secretary may waive the imposition or

collection of copayments for telehealth and tele-

medicine visits of veterans under the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary.’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
1722 A the following new item:

“1722B. Copayments: waiver of collection of co-
payments for telehealth and tele-
medicine visits of veterans.”’.

SEC. 104. TEMPORARY EXPANSION OF PAYMENTS

AND ALLOWANCES FOR BENE-
FICIARY TRAVEL IN CONNECTION
WITH VETERANS RECEIVING CARE
FROM VET CENTERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
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retary of Veterans Affairs shall commence a
three-year initiative to assess the feasibility and
advisability of paying under section 111(a) of
title 38, United States Code, the actual nec-
essary expenses of travel or allowances for trav-
el from a residence located in an area that is
designated by the Secretary as highly rural to
the nearest Vet Center and from such Vet Cen-
ter to such residence.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the completion of the initiative, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report on
the findings of the Secretary with respect to the
initiative required by subsection (a).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of the individuals who bene-
fitted from payment under the initiative.

(B) A description of any impediments to the
Secretary in paying expenses or allowances
under the initiative.

(C) A description of any impediments encoun-
tered by individuals in receiving such payments.

(D) An assessment of the feasibility and advis-
ability of paying such expenses or allowances.

(E) An assessment of any fraudulent receipt of
payment under the initiative and the rec-
ommendations of the Secretary for legislative or
administrative action to reduce such fraud.

(F) Such recommendations for legislative or
administrative action as the Secretary considers
appropriate with respect to the payment of ex-
penses or allowances as described in subsection
(a).

(c) VET CENTER DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘“Vet Center’” means a center for readjust-
ment counseling and related mental health serv-
ices for veterans under section 17124 of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 105. CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS FOR
NURSING HOME CARE.

(a) CONTRACTS.—Section 1745(a) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘The Sec-
retary shall pay each State home for nursing
home care at the rate determined under para-
graph (2)”° and inserting ‘“The Secretary shall
enter into a contract (or agreement under sec-
tion 1720(c)(1) of this title) with each State home
for payment by the Secretary for nursing home
care provided in the home’’; and

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting the
following new paragraph (2):

“(2) Payment under each contract (or agree-
ment) between the Secretary and a State home
under paragraph (1) shall be based on a meth-
odology, developed by the Secretary in consulta-
tion with the State home, to adequately reim-
burse the State home for the care provided by
the State home under the contract (or agree-
ment).”’.

(b) AGREEMENTS.—Section 1720(c)(1)(4) is
amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking *‘;
serting a semicolon;

(2) in clause (ii), by striking the period at the
end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

“(iti) a provider of services eligible to enter
into a contract pursuant to section 1745(a) of
this title that is not otherwise described in
clause (i) or (ii).”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
this section shall apply to care provided on or
after the date that is 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(2) MAINTENANCE OF PRIOR METHODOLOGY OF
REIMBURSEMENT FOR CERTAIN STATE HOMES.—In
the case of a State home that provided nursing
home care on the day before the date of the en-
actment of this Act for which the State home
was eligible for pay under section 1745(a)(1) of
title 38, United States Code, at the request of
any State home, the Secretary shall offer to
enter into a contract (or agreement described in
such section) with such State home under such

and” and in-
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section, as amended by subsection (a), for pay-

ment for nursing home care provided by such

State home under such section that reflects the

overall methodology of reimbursement for such

care that was in effect for such State home on

the day before the date of the enactment of this

Act.

SEC. 106. COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON REPORT-
ING AND TRACKING SEXUAL AS-
SAULT INCIDENTS AND OTHER SAFE-
TY INCIDENTS.

(a) PoLicy.—Subchapter I of chapter 17 is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“§1709. Comprehensive policy on reporting
and tracking sexual assault incidents and
other safety incidents

‘““(a) POLICY REQUIRED.—(1) Not later than
September 30, 2012, the Secretary shall develop
and implement a centraliced and comprehensive
policy on the reporting and tracking of sexual
assault incidents and other safety incidents that
occur at each medical facility of the Depart-
ment, including—

““(A) suspected, alleged, attempted, or con-
firmed cases of sexual assault, regardless of
whether such assaults lead to prosecution or
conviction;

“(B) criminal and purposefully unsafe acts;

“(C) alcohol or substance abuse related acts
(including by employees of the Department);
and

‘D) any kind of event involving alleged or
suspected abuse of a patient.

“(2) In developing and implementing a policy
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall con-
sider the effects of such policy on—

““(A) the use by veterans of mental health care
and substance abuse treatments; and

‘““(B) the ability of the Department to refer
veterans to such care or treatment.

‘“(b) SCOPE.—The policy required by sub-
section (a) shall cover each of the following:

‘““(1) For purposes of reporting and tracking
sexual assault incidents and other safety inci-
dents, definitions of the terms—

“(A) ‘safety incident’;

‘““(B) ‘sexual assault’; and

“(C) ‘sexual assault incident’.

“(2)(A) The development and use of specific
risk-assessment tools to examine any risks re-
lated to sexual assault that a veteran may pose
while being treated at a medical facility of the
Department, including clear and consistent
guidance on the collection of information re-
lated to—

““(i) the legal history of the veteran; and

““(ii) the medical record of the veteran.

‘“(B) In developing and using tools under sub-
paragraph (A4), the Secretary shall consider the
effects of using such tools on the use by vet-
erans of health care furnished by the Depart-
ment.

‘“(3) The mandatory training of employees of
the Department on security issues, including
awareness, preparedness, precautions, and po-
lice assistance.

‘“(4) The mandatory implementation, use, and
regular testing of appropriate physical security
precautions and equipment, including surveil-
lance camera systems, computer-based panic
alarm systems, stationary panic alarms, and
electronic portable personal panic alarms.

““(5) Clear, consistent, and comprehensive cri-
teria and guidance with respect to an employee
of the Department communicating and reporting
sexual assault incidents and other safety inci-
dents to—

‘““(A) supervisory personnel of the employee
at—

““(i) a medical facility of the Department;

““(ii) an office of a Veterans Integrated Service
Network; and

‘‘(iii) the central office of the Veterans Health
Administration; and

‘“(B) a law enforcement official of the Depart-
ment.

“(6) Clear and consistent criteria and guide-
lines with respect to an employee of the Depart-
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ment referring and reporting to the Office of In-

spector General of the Department sexual as-

sault incidents and other safety incidents that
meet the regulatory criminal threshold pre-
scribed under sections 901 and 902 of this title.

“(7) An accountable oversight system within
the Veterans Health Administration that in-
cludes—

“(A) systematic information sharing of re-
ported sexual assault incidents and other safety
incidents among officials of the Administration
who have programmatic responsibility; and

‘“(B) a centraliced reporting, tracking, and
monitoring system for such incidents.

“(8) Consistent procedures and systems for
law enforcement officials of the Department
with respect to investigating, tracking, and clos-
ing reported sexual assault incidents and other
safety incidents.

“(9) Clear and consistent guidance for the
clinical management of the treatment of sexual
assaults that are reported more than 72 hours
after the assault.

““(c) UPDATES TO PoLicy.—The Secretary
shall review and revise the policy required by
subsection (a) on a periodic basis as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate and in accordance
with best practices.

““(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—(1) Not later than 60
days after the date on which the Secretary de-
velops the policy required by subsection (a) and
not later than October 1 of each year thereafter,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the implementation of
the policy.

“(2) The report required by paragraph (1)
shall include—

“(A) the number and type of sexual assault
incidents and other safety incidents reported by
each medical facility of the Department;

“(B) a detailed description of the implementa-
tion of the policy required by subsection (a), in-
cluding any revisions made to such policy from
the previous year; and

“(C) the effectiveness of such policy on im-
proving the safety and security of the medical
facilities of the Department, including the per-
formance measures used to evaluate such effec-
tiveness.” .

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by adding after the item relating to section
1708 the following new item:

“1709. Comprehensive policy on reporting and
tracking sexual assault incidents
and other safety incidents.”’.

(c) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives a report on the devel-
opment of the policy required by section 1709 of
title 38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a).

SEC. 107. REHABILITATIVE SERVICES FOR VET-

ERANS WITH TRAUMATIC BRAIN IN-
JURY.

(a) REHABILITATION PLANS AND SERVICES.—
Section 1710C is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by inserting before the
semicolon the following: ‘“‘with the goal of maxi-
mizing the individual’s independence’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘(and sustaining improvement
in)”’ after “‘improving’’;

(ii) by inserting ‘‘behavioral,” after
nitive,”’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘rehabilita-
tive services and’’ before ‘‘rehabilitative compo-
nents’’; and

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking ‘‘treatments’ the first place it
appears and inserting ‘‘services’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘treatments and’’ the second
place it appears; and

““cog-
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(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

““(h) REHABILITATIVE SERVICES DEFINED.—For
purposes of this section, and sections 1710D and
1710E of this title, the term ‘rehabilitative serv-
ices’ includes—

‘(1) rehabilitative services, as defined in sec-
tion 1701 of this title;

“(2) treatment and services (which may be of
ongoing duration) to sustain, and prevent loss
of, functional gains that have been achieved;
and

“(3) any other rehabilitative services or Sup-
ports that may contribute to maximizing an in-
dividual’s independence.’’.

(b) REHABILITATION SERVICES IN COMPREHEN-
SIVE PROGRAM FOR LONG-TERM REHABILITA-
TION.—Section 1710D(a) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘“‘and rehabilitative services
(as defined in section 1710C of this title)”’ after
“long-term care’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘treatment’’.

(c) REHABILITATION SERVICES IN AUTHORITY
FOR COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS FOR USE OF
NON-DEPARTMENT FACILITIES FOR REHABILITA-
TION.—Section 1710E(a) is amended by inserting
“, including rehabilitative services (as defined
in section 1710C of this title),” after ‘‘medical
services’’.

(d) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section
1710C(c)(2)(S) of title 38, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘opthamologist’” and in-
serting “‘ophthalmologist™.

SEC. 108. TELECONSULTATION AND
CINE.

(a) TELECONSULTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 17,
as amended by section 106(a), is further amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:

“§ 1709A. Teleconsultation

‘““(a) TELECONSULTATION.—(1) The Secretary
shall carry out an initiative of teleconsultation
for the provision of remote mental health and
traumatic brain injury assessments in facilities
of the Department that are not otherwise able to
provide such assessments without contracting
with third-party providers or reimbursing pro-
viders through a fee basis system.

““(2) The Secretary shall, in consultation with
appropriate professional societies, promulgate
technical and clinical care standards for the use
of teleconsultation services within facilities of
the Department.

“(3) In carrying out an initiative under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall ensure that facili-
ties of the Department are able to provide a
mental health or traumatic brain injury assess-
ment to a veteran through contracting with a
third-party provider or reimbursing a provider
through a fee basis system when—

‘“(A) such facilities are mot able to provide
such assessment to the veteran without—

““(i) such contracting or reimbursement; or

““(ii) teleconsultation; and

‘““(B) providing such assessment with such
contracting or reimbursement is more clinically
appropriate for the veteran than providing such
assessment with teleconsultation.

““(b) TELECONSULTATION DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘telecomsultation’ means the
use by a health care specialist of telecommuni-
cations to assist another health care provider in
rendering a diagnosis or treatment.”’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 17 is amended
by inserting after the item relating to section
1709, as added by section 106(b), the following
new item:

“I709A. Teleconsultation.”.

(b) TRAINING IN TELEMEDICINE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall, to the extent feasible, offer med-
ical residents opportunities in training in tele-
medicine for medical residency programs. The
Secretary shall consult with the Accreditation
Council for Graduate Medical Education and

TELEMEDI-
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with universities with which facilities of the De-
partment have a major affiliation to determine
the feasibility and advisability of making tele-
health a mandatory component of medical resi-
dency programs.

(2) TELEMEDICINE DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘telemedicine’’ means the use
by a health care provider of telecommunications
to assist in the diagnosis or treatment of a pa-
tient’s medical condition.

SEC. 109. USE OF SERVICE DOGS ON PROPERTY
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

Section 901 is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

“(f)(1) The Secretary may not prohibit the use
of a covered service dog in any facility or on
any property of the Department or in any facil-
ity or on any property that receives funding
from the Secretary.

““(2) For purposes of this subsection, a covered
service dog is a service dog that has been
trained by an entity that is accredited by an ap-
propriate accrediting body that evaluates and
accredits organizations which train guide or
service dogs.”’.

SEC. 110. RECOGNITION OF RURAL HEALTH RE-
SOURCE CENTERS IN OFFICE OF
RURAL HEALTH.

Section 7308 is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

““(d) RURAL HEALTH RESOURCE CENTERS.—(1)
There are, in the Office, veterans rural health
resource centers that serve as satellite offices for
the Office.

““(2) The veterans rural health resource cen-
ters have purposes as follows:

‘“(A) To improve the understanding of the Of-
fice of the challenges faced by veterans living in
rural areas.

‘““(B) To identify disparities in the availability
of health care to veterans living in rural areas.

“(C) To formulate practices or programs to en-
hance the delivery of health care to veterans liv-
ing in rural areas.

“(D) To develop special practices and prod-
ucts for the benefit of veterans living in rural
areas and for implementation of such practices
and products in the Department systemwide.”.
SEC. 111. IMPROVEMENTS FOR RECOVERY AND

COLLECTION OF AMOUNTS FOR DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
MEDICAL CARE COLLECTIONS FUND.

(a) DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
PLAN FOR RECOVERY AND COLLECTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall develop and im-
plement a plan to ensure the recovery and col-
lection of amounts under the provisions of law
described in section 1729A(b) of title 38, United
States Code, for deposit in the Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Care Collections Fund.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An effective process to identify billable fee
claims.

(B) Effective and practicable policies and pro-
cedures that ensure recovery and collection of
amounts described in section 1729A(b) of such
title.

(C) The training of employees of the Depart-
ment, on or before September 30, 2013, who are
responsible for the recovery or collection of such
amounts to enable such employees to comply
with the process required by subparagraph (A)
and the policies and procedures required by sub-
paragraph (B).

(D) Fee revenue goals for the Department.

(E) An effective monitoring system to ensure
achievement of goals described in subparagraph
(D) and compliance with the policies and proce-
dures described in subparagraph (B).

(b) MONITORING OF THIRD-PARTY COLLEC-
TIONS.—The Secretary shall monitor the recov-
ery and collection of amounts from third parties
(as defined in section 1729(i) of such title) for
deposit in such fund.
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SEC. 112. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR COPAY-
MENTS.

Section 1710(f)(2)(B) is amended by striking
“September 30, 2012 and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2013”.

SEC. 113. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR RECOV-
ERY OF COST OF CERTAIN CARE AND
SERVICES.

Section 1729(a)(2)(E) is amended by striking
“October 1, 2012 and inserting ‘‘October 1,
2013.

TITLE II—HOUSING MATTERS

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Andrew
Connelly Veterans Housing Act’’.
SEC. 202. TEMPORARY EXPANSION OF ELIGI-

BILITY FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED
HOUSING ASSISTANCE FOR CERTAIN
VETERANS WITH DISABILITIES CAUS-
ING DIFFICULTY WITH AMBULATING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
2101(a) is amended to read as follows:

“(2)(A) A wveteran is described in this para-
graph if the veteran—

‘(i) is entitled to compensation under chapter
11 of this title for a permanent and total service-
connected disability that meets any of the cri-
teria described in subparagraph (B); or

“‘(ii) served in the Armed Forces on or after
September 11, 2001, and is entitled to compensa-
tion under chapter 11 of this title for a perma-
nent service-connected disability that meets the
criterion described in subparagraph (C).

““(B) The criteria described in this subpara-
graph are as follows:

‘(i) The disability is due to the loss, or loss of
use, of both lower extremities such as to pre-
clude locomotion without the aid of braces,
crutches, canes, or a wheelchair.

“‘(ii) The disability is due to—

“(I) blindness in both eyes, having only light
perception, plus (ii) loss or loss of use of one
lower extremity.

“(iii) The disability is due to the loss or loss
of use of one lower extremity together with—

“(I) residuals of organic disease or injury; or

“(I1) the loss or loss of use of one upper ex-
tremity,
which so affect the functions of balance or pro-
pulsion as to preclude locomotion without the
aid of braces, crutches, canes, or a wheelchair.

“(iv) The disability is due to the loss, or loss
of use, of both upper extremities such as to pre-
clude use of the arms at or above the elbows.

““(v) The disability is due to a severe burn in-
jury (as determined pursuant to regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary).

“(C) The criterion described in this subpara-
graph is that the disability—

“(i) was incurred on or after September 11,
2001; and

““(ii) is due to the loss or loss of use of one or
movre lower extremities which so affects the
functions of balance or propulsion as to pre-
clude ambulating without the aid of braces,
crutches, canes, or a wheelchair.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on October 1,
2012.

(c) SUNSET.—Subsection (a) of section 2101 is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘to para-
graph (3)” and inserting ‘‘to paragraphs (3) and
4)”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(4) The Secretary’s authority to furnish as-
sistance under paragraph (1) to a disabled vet-
eran described in paragraph (2)(A)(ii) shall
apply only with respect to applications for such
assistance approved by the Secretary on or be-
fore September 30, 2013.”".

SEC. 203. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR SPE-
CIALLY ADAPTED HOUSING ASSIST-
ANCE FOR VETERANS WITH VISION
IMPAIRMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
2101(b) is amended to read as follows:
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“(2) A veteran is described in this paragraph
if the veteran is entitled to compensation under
chapter 11 of this title for a service-connected
disability that meets any of the following cri-
teria:

“(A) The disability is due to blindness in both
eyes, having central visual acuity of 20/200 or
less in the better eye with the use of a standard
correcting lens. For the purposes of this sub-
paragraph, an eye with a limitation in the fields
of vision such that the widest diameter of the
visual field subtends an angle no greater than
20 degrees shall be considered as having a cen-
tral visual acuity of 20/200 or less.

‘“(B) A permanent and total disability that in-
cludes the anatomical loss or loss of use of both
hands.

“(C) A permanent and total disability that is
due to a severe burn injury (as so determined).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on October 1,
2012.

SEC. 204. REVISED LIMITATIONS ON ASSISTANCE
FURNISHED FOR ACQUISITION AND
ADAPTATION OF HOUSING FOR DIS-
ABLED VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section
2102 is amended to read as follows:

‘“‘(d)(1) The aggregate amount of assistance
available to an individual under section 2101(a)
of this title shall be limited to $63,780.

‘“(2) The aggregate amount of assistance
available to an individual under section 2101(b)
of this title shall be limited to $12,756.

“(3) No veteran may receive more than three
grants of assistance under this chapter.’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the date
that is one year after the date of the enactment
of this Act and shall apply with respect to as-
sistance provided under sections 2101(a), 2101(b),
and 2102A of title 38, United States Code, after
such date.

(c) MAINTENANCE OF HIGHER RATES.—The
amendment made by subsection (a) shall not be
construed to decrease the aggregate amount of
assistance available to an individual under the
sections described in subsection (b), as most re-
cently increased by the Secretary pursuant to
section 2102(e) of such title.

SEC. 205. IMPROVEMENTS TO ASSISTANCE FOR
DISABLED VETERANS RESIDING IN
HOUSING OWNED BY A FAMILY MEM-
BER.

(a) INCREASED ASSISTANCE.—Subsection (b) of
section 21024 is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ““$14,000”° and
inserting ‘‘328,000°’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘$2,000”" and
inserting ‘‘35,000°’.

(b) INDEXING OF LEVELS OF ASSISTANCE.—
Such subsection is further amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) as
subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(2) in the matter before subparagraph (A), as
redesignated by paragraph (1), by inserting
““(1)”’ before “The’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph (2):

‘“(2) Effective on October 1 of each year (be-
ginning in 2012), the Secretary shall use the
same percentage calculated pursuant to section
2102(e) of this title to increase the amounts de-
scribed in paragraph (1) of this subsection.’’.

(c) EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR ASSIST-
ANCE.—Subsection (e) of such section is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2012°° and inserting
“December 31, 2022.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act and shall apply with
respect to assistance furnished in accordance
with section 2102A of title 38, United States
Code, on or after that date.
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SEC. 206. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
HOUSING LOAN GUARANTEES FOR
SURVIVING SPOUSES OF CERTAIN
TOTALLY DISABLED VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3701(b) is amended
by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

““(6) The term ‘veteran’ also includes, for pur-
poses of home loans, the surviving spouse of a
veteran who died and who was in receipt of or
entitled to receive (or but for the receipt of re-
tired or retirement pay was entitled to receive)
compensation at the time of death for a service-
connected disability rated totally disabling if—

‘““(A) the disability was continuously rated to-
tally disabling for a period of 10 or more years
immediately preceding death;

‘““(B) the disability was continuously rated to-
tally disabling for a period of not less than five
years from the date of such veteran’s discharge
or other release from active duty; or

““(C) the veteran was a former prisoner of war
who died after September 30, 1999, and the dis-
ability was continuously rated totally disabling
for a period of mot less than one year imme-
diately preceding death.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to a
loan guaranteed after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(c¢) CLARIFICATION WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN
FEES.—Fees shall be collected under section 3729
of title 38, United States Code, from a person de-
scribed in paragraph (6) of section 3701(b) of
such title, as added by subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, in the same manner as such fees are col-
lected from a person described in paragraph (2)
of section 3701(b) of such title.

SEC. 207. OCCUPANCY OF PROPERTY BY DEPEND-
ENT CHILD OF VETERAN FOR PUR-
POSES OF MEETING OCCUPANCY RE-
QUIREMENT FOR DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS HOUSING
LOANS.

Paragraph (2) of section 3704(c) is amended to
read as follows:

“(2) In any case in which a veteran is in ac-
tive-duty status as a member of the Armed
Forces and is unable to occupy a property be-
cause of such status, the occupancy require-
ments of this chapter shall be considered to be
satisfied if—

‘““(A) the spouse of the veteran occupies or in-
tends to occupy the property as a home and the
spouse makes the certification required by para-
graph (1) of this subsection; or

“(B) a dependent child of the veteran occu-
pies or will occupy the property as a home and
the veteran’s attorney-in-fact or legal guardian
of the dependent child makes the certification
required by paragraph (1) of this subsection.”’.
SEC. 208. MAKING PERMANENT PROJECT FOR

GUARANTEEING OF ADJUSTABLE
RATE MORTGAGES.

Section 3707(a) is amended by striking ‘‘dem-
onstration project under this section during fis-
cal years 1993 through 2012”° and inserting
‘“‘project under this section’’.

SEC. 209. MAKING PERMANENT PROJECT FOR IN-
SURING HYBRID ADJUSTABLE RATE
MORTGAGES.

Section 3707A(a) is amended by striking ‘‘dem-
onstration project under this section during fis-
cal years 2004 through 2012° and inserting
““‘project under this section’’.

SEC. 210. WAIVER OF LOAN FEE FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITY RATINGS ISSUED
DURING PRE-DISCHARGE PRO-
GRAMS.

Paragraph (2) of section 3729(c) is amended to
read as follows:

“(2)(A) A veteran described in subparagraph
(B) shall be treated as receiving compensation
for purposes of this subsection as of the date of
the rating described in such subparagraph with-
out regard to whether an effective date of the
award of compensation is established as of that
date.

“(B) A veteran described in this subparagraph
is a veteran who is rated eligible to receive com-
pensation—
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“(1) as the result of a pre-discharge disability
examination and rating; or

“‘(ii) based on a pre-discharge review of exist-
ing medical evidence (including service medical
and treatment records) that results in the
issuance of a memorandum rating.”’.

SEC. 211. MODIFICATION OF AUTHORITIES FOR
ENHANCED-USE LEASES OF REAL
PROPERTY.

(a) SUPPORTIVE HOUSING DEFINED.—Section
8161 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(3) The term ‘supportive housing’ means
housing that engages tenants in on-site and
community-based support services for veterans
or their families that are at risk of homelessness
or are homeless. Such term may include the fol-
lowing:

“(A) Transitional housing.

“(B) Single-room occupancy.

“(C) Permanent housing.

(D) Congregate living housing.

‘“(E) Independent living housing.

“(F) Assisted living housing.

“(G) Other modalities of housing.”’.

(b) MODIFICATION OF LIMITATIONS ON EN-
HANCED USE LEASES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
8162(a) is amended to read as follows:

““(2) The Secretary may enter into an en-
hanced-use lease only for the provision of sup-
portive housing and the lease is not inconsistent
with and will not adversely affect the mission of
the Department.’’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
8162(a) of title 38, United States Code, as
amended by paragraph (1), shall take effect on
January 1, 2012, and shall apply with respect to
enhanced-use leases entered into on or after
such date.

(B) PREVIOUS LEASES.—Any enhanced-use
lease that the Secretary has entered into prior to
the date described in subparagraph (A) shall be
subject to the provisions of subchapter V of
chapter 81 of such title, as in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) CONSIDERATION FOR AND TERMS OF EN-
HANCED-USE LEASES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 8162(b) is amended—

(4) in paragraph (1), by striking “(A) If the
Secretary’ and all that follows through ‘‘under
subparagraph (A).”” and inserting the following:
“If the Secretary has determined that a prop-
erty should be leased to another party through
an enhanced-use lease, the Secretary shall, at
the Secretary’s discretion, select the party with
whom the lease will be entered into using such
selection procedures as the Secretary considers
appropriate.’’;

(B) by amending paragraph (3) to read as fol-
lows:

“(3)(A) For any enhanced-use lease entered
into by the Secretary, the lease consideration
provided to the Secretary shall consist solely of
cash at fair value as determined by the Sec-
retary.

““(B) The Secretary shall receive no other type
of consideration for an enhanced-use lease be-
sides cash.

“(C) The Secretary may enter into an en-
hanced-use lease without receiving consider-
ation.”’;

(C) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘Secretary
to”” and all that follows through ‘‘use minor’’
and inserting ‘‘Secretary to use minor’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

“(5) The terms of an enhanced-use lease may
not provide for any acquisition, contract, dem-
onstration, exchange, grant, incentive, procure-
ment, sale, other transaction authority, service
agreement, use agreement, lease, or lease-back
by the Secretary or Federal Government.

““(6) The Secretary may not enter into an en-
hanced-use lease without certification in ad-
vance in writing by the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget that such lease com-
plies with the requirements of this subchapter.”.
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(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Paragraph (3) of section
8162(b), as amended by paragraph (1)(B) of this
subsection, shall take effect on January 1, 2012,
and shall apply with respect to enhanced-use
leases entered into on or after such date.

(d) PROHIBITED ENHANCED-USE LEASES.—Sec-
tion 8162(c) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (2); and

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘(1) Subject
to paragraph (2), the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’.

(e) DISPOSITION OF LEASED PROPERTY.—Sub-
section (b) of section 8164 is amended to read as
follows:

““(b) A disposition under this section may be
made in return for cash at fair value as the Sec-
retary determines is in the best interest of the
United States and upon such other terms and
conditions as the Secretary considers appro-
priate.”’.

(f) USE OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED FOR DISPOSI-
TION OF LEASED PROPERTY.—Section 8165(a)(2)
is amended by striking ‘‘in the Department of
Veterans Affairs Capital Asset Fund established
under section 8118 of this title’’ and inserting
““into the Department of Veterans Affairs Con-
struction, Major Projects account or Construc-
tion, Minor Projects account, as the Secretary
considers appropriate’’.

(9) CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS.—Section 8166
is amended to read as follows:

“§8166. Construction standards

“The construction, alteration, repair, remod-
eling, or improvement of a property that is the
subject of an enhanced-use lease shall be carried
out so as to comply with all applicable provi-
sions of Federal, State, and local law relating to
land use, building standards, permits, and in-
spections.”’.

(h) EXEMPTION FROM STATE AND LOCAL
TAXES.—Section 8167 is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“§8167. Exemption from State and local taxes

“(a) IMPROVEMENTS AND OPERATIONS NOT EX-
EMPTED.—The improvements and operations on
land leased by a person with an enhanced-use
lease from the Secretary shall be subject to all
applicable provisions of Federal, State, or local
law relating to taxation, fees, and assessments.

““(b) UNDERLYING FEE TITLE INTEREST EX-
EMPTED.—The underlying fee title interest of the
United States in any land subject to an en-
hanced-use lease shall not be subject, directly or
indirectly, to any provision of State or local law
relating to taxation, fees, or assessments.’’.

(i) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter V of chapter 81
is amended by inserting after section 8167 the
following new section:

“§8168. Annual reports

“(a) REPORT ON ADMINISTRATION OF
LEASES.—Not later than 120 days after the date
of the enactment of the Honoring America’s Vet-
erans and Caring for Camp Lejeune Families
Act of 2012 and not less frequently than once
each year thereafter, the Secretary shall submit
to Congress a report identifying the actions
taken by the Secretary to implement and admin-
ister enhanced-use leases.

““(b) REPORT ON LEASE CONSIDERATION.—Each
year, as part of the annual budget submission of
the President to Congress under section 1105(a)
of title 31, the Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress a detailed report of the consideration re-
ceived by the Secretary for each enhanced-use
lease under this subchapter, along with an over-
view of how the Secretary is utilizing such con-
sideration to support veterans.”’.

(2) ELEMENTS OF INITIAL REPORT.—The first
report submitted by the Secretary under section
8168(a) of title 38, United States Code, as added
by paragraph (1), shall include a summary of
those measures the Secretary is taking to ad-
dress the following recommendations from the
February 9, 2012, audit report of the Department
of Veterans Affairs Office of Inspector General
on enhanced-use leases under subchapter V of
chapter 81 of title 38, United States Code:



July 31, 2012

(4) Improve standards to ensure complete
lease agreements are mnegotiated in line with
strategic goals of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

(B) Institute improved policies and procedures
to govern activities such as monitoring en-
hanced-use lease projects and calculating,
classifying, and reporting on enhanced-use
lease benefits and exrpenses.

(C) Recalculate and wupdate enhanced-use
lease expenses and benefits reported in the most
recent Enhanced-Use Lease Consideration Re-
port of the Department.

(D) Establish improved oversight mechanisms
to ensure major enhanced-use lease project deci-
sions are documented and maintained in accord-
ance with policy.

(E) Establish improved criteria to measure
timeliness and performance in enhanced-use
lease project development and execution.

(F) Establish improved criteria and guidelines
for assessing projects to determine whether they
are or remain viable candidates for enhanced-
use leases.

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 81 is amended
by inserting after the item relating to section
8167 the following new item:

““8168. Annual reports.”.

(j) EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.—Section 8169
is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2011”° and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2023”’.

(k) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as otherwise
provided in this section, the amendments made
by this section shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act.

TITLE III—HOMELESS MATTERS
SEC. 301. ENHANCEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE
SERVICE PROGRAMS.

(a) ENHANCEMENT OF GRANTS.—Section 2011 is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1)(A), by striking ‘‘expan-
sion, remodeling, or alteration of existing build-
ings, or acquisition of facilities,”” and inserting
“new construction of facilities, expansion, re-
modeling, or alteration of existing facilities, or
acquisition of facilities,”’; and

(2) in subsection (c)—

(A) in the first sentence, by striking
grant’’ and inserting ‘(1) A grant’’;

(B) in the second sentence of paragraph (1),
as designated by subparagraph (4), by striking
“The amount’ and inserting the following:

‘“(2) The amount’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3)(A) The Secretary may not deny an appli-
cation from an entity that seeks a grant under
this section to carry out a project described in
subsection (b)(1)(A) solely on the basis that the
entity proposes to use funding from other pri-
vate or public sources, if the entity demonstrates
that a private nonprofit organization will pro-
vide oversight and site control for the project.

‘““(B) In this paragraph, the term ‘private non-
profit organization’ means the following:

““(i) An incorporated private institution, orga-
nization, or foundation—

“(I) that has received, or has temporary clear-
ance to receive, tax-exempt status under para-
graph (2), (3), or (19) of section 501(c) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986;

“(11) for which no part of the net earnings of
the institution, organization, or foundation in-
ures to the benefit of any member, founder, or
contributor of the institution, organization, or
foundation; and

‘“(II11) that the Secretary determines is finan-
cially responsible.

“‘(ii) A for-profit limited partnership or limited
liability company, the sole general partner or
manager of which is an organization that is de-
scribed by subclauses (1) through (I11) of clause
(i).

““(iii) A corporation wholly owned and con-
trolled by an organization that is described by
subclauses (1) through (III) of clause (i).”’.
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(b) GRANT AND PER DIEM PAYMENTS.—

(1) STUDY AND DEVELOPMENT OF FISCAL CON-
TROLS AND PAYMENT METHOD.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(A) complete a study of all matters relating to
the method used by the Secretary to make per
diem payments under section 2012(a) of title 38,
United States Code, including changes antici-
pated by the Secretary in the cost of furnishing
services to homeless veterans and accounting for
costs of providing such services in various geo-
graphic areas;

(B) develop more effective and efficient proce-
dures for fiscal control and fund accounting by
recipients of grants under sections 2011, 2012,
and 2061 of such title; and

(C) develop a more effective and efficient
method for adequately reimbursing recipients of
grants under section 2011 of such title for serv-
ices furnished to homeless veterans.

(2) CONSIDERATION.—In developing the meth-
od required by paragraph (1)(C), the Secretary
may consider payments and grants received by
recipients of grants described in such paragraph
from other departments and agencies of Federal
and local governments and from private entities.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on—

(A) the findings of the Secretary with respect
to the study required by subparagraph (A) of
paragraph (1);

(B) the methods developed under subpara-
graphs (B) and (C) of such paragraph; and

(C) any recommendations of the Secretary for
revising the method described in subparagraph
(A) of such paragraph and any legislative ac-
tion the Secretary considers mecessary to imple-
ment such method.

SEC. 302. MODIFICATION OF AUTHORITY FOR
PROVISION OF TREATMENT AND RE-
HABILITATION TO CERTAIN VET-
ERANS TO INCLUDE PROVISION OF
TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION
TO HOMELESS VETERANS WHO ARE
NOT SERIOUSLY MENTALLY ILL.

Section 2031(a) is amended in the matter be-
fore paragraph (1) by striking ‘, including’’ and
inserting ‘“‘and to’’.

SEC. 303. MODIFICATION OF GRANT PROGRAM
FOR HOMELESS VETERANS WITH
SPECIAL NEEDS.

(a) INCLUSION OF ENTITIES ELIGIBLE FOR COM-
PREHENSIVE SERVICE PROGRAM GRANTS AND PER
DIEM PAYMENTS FOR SERVICES TO HOMELESS
VETERANS.—Subsection (a) of section 2061 is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘to grant and per diem pro-
viders” and inserting ‘‘to entities eligible for
grants and per diem payments under sections
2011 and 2012 of this title’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘by those facilities and pro-
viders” and inserting ‘‘by those facilities and
entities”’.

(b) INCLUSION OF MALE HOMELESS VETERANS
WITH MINOR DEPENDENTS.—Subsection (b) of
such section is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking , including
women who have care of minor dependents’’;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking “‘or’’;

(3) in paragraph (4), by striking the period at
the end and inserting *‘; or”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(5) individuals who have care of minor de-
pendents.”’.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF PROVISION OF SERVICES
TO DEPENDENTS.—Such section is further
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c):

“(c) PROVISION OF SERVICES TO DEPEND-
ENTS.—A recipient of a grant under subsection
(a) may use amounts under the grant to provide
services directly to a dependent of a homeless
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veteran with special needs who is under the care

of such homeless veteran while such homeless

veteran receives services from the grant recipient

under this section.”’.

SEC. 304. COLLABORATION IN PROVISION OF
CASE MANAGEMENT SERVICES TO
HOMELESS VETERANS IN SUP-
PORTED HOUSING PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall consider entering into contracts or
agreements, under sections 513 and 8153 of title
38, United States Code, with eligible entities to
collaborate with the Secretary in the provision
of case management services to covered veterans
as part of the supported housing program car-
ried out under section 8(0)(19) of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(0)(19)) to ensure that the homeless vet-
erans facing the most significant difficulties in
obtaining suitable housing receive the assistance
they require to obtain such housing.

(b) COVERED VETERANS.—For purposes of this
section, a covered veteran is any veteran who,
at the time of receipt of a housing voucher
under such section 8(0)(19)—

(1) requires the assistance of a case manager
in obtaining suitable housing with such vouch-
er; and

(2) is having difficulty obtaining the amount
of such assistance the veteran requires, includ-
ing because—

(A) the veteran resides in an area that has a
shortage of low-income housing and because of
such shortage the veteran requires more assist-
ance from a case manager than the Secretary
otherwise provides;

(B) the location in which the veteran resides
is located at such distance from facilities of the
Department of Veterans Affairs as makes the
provision of case management services by the
Secretary to such veteran impractical; or

(C) the veteran resides in an area where vet-
erans who receive case management services
from the Secretary under such section have a
significantly lower average rate of successfully
obtaining suitable housing than the average
rate of successfully obtaining suitable housing
for all veterans receiving such services.

(c) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—For purposes of this
section, an eligible entity is any State or local
government agency, tribal organization (as such
term is defined in section 4 of the Indian Self
Determination and Education Assistance Act (25
U.S.C. 450b)), or nonprofit organization that—

(1) under a contract or agreement described in
subsection (a), agrees—

(A) to ensure access to case management serv-
ices by covered veterans on an as-needed basis;

(B) to maintain referral networks for covered
veterans for purposes of assisting covered vet-
erans in demonstrating eligibility for assistance
and additional services under entitlement and
assistance programs available for covered vet-
erans, and to otherwise aid covered veterans in
obtaining such assistance and services;

(C) to ensure the confidentiality of records
maintained by the entity on covered veterans re-
ceiving services through the supported housing
program described in subsection (a);

(D) to establish such procedures for fiscal con-
trol and fund accounting as the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs considers appropriate to ensure
proper disbursement and accounting of funds
under a contract or agreement entered into by
the entity as described in subsection (a);

(E) to submit to the Secretary each year, in
such form and such manner as the Secretary
may require, a report on the collaboration un-
dertaken by the entity under a contract or
agreement described in such subsection during
the most recent fiscal year, including a descrip-
tion of, for the year covered by the report—

(i) the services and assistance provided to cov-
ered veterans as part of such collaboration;

(ii) the process by which covered veterans
were referred to the entity for such services and
assistance;
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(iii) the specific goals jointly set by the entity
and the Secretary for the provision of such serv-
ices and assistance and whether the entity
achieved such goals; and

(iv) the average length of time taken by a cov-
ered veteran who received such services and as-
sistance to successfully obtain suitable housing
and the average retention rate of such a veteran
in such housing; and

(F) to meet such other requirements as the
Secretary considers appropriate for purposes of
providing assistance to covered veterans in ob-
taining suitable housing; and

(2) has demonstrated experience in—

(4) identifying and serving homeless veterans,
especially those who have the greatest difficulty
obtaining suitable housing;

(B) working collaboratively with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs or the Department of
Housing and Urban Development;

(C) conducting outreach to, and maintaining
relationships with, landlords to encourage and
facilitate participation by landlords in sup-
ported housing programs Ssimilar to the sup-
ported housing program described in subsection
(a);

(D) mediating disputes between landlords and
veterans receiving assistance under such Ssup-
ported housing program; and

(E) carrying out such other activities as the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs considers appro-
priate.

(d) CONSULTATION.—In considering entering
into contracts or agreements as described in sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall consult with—

(1) the Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment; and

(2) third parties that provide services as part
of the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment continuum of care.

(e) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR COLLABO-
RATING ENTITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may provide
training and technical assistance to entities
with whom the Secretary collaborates in the
provision of case management services to vet-
erans as part of the supported housing program
described in subsection (a).

(2) GRANTS.—The Secretary may provide
training and technical assistance under para-
graph (1) through the award of grants or con-
tracts to appropriate public and nonprofit pri-
vate entities.

(3) FUNDING.—From amounts appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Secretary in the
Medical Services account in a year, $500,000
shall be available to the Secretary in that year
to carry out this subsection.

(f) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 545 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act and not
less frequently than once each year thereafter,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
Congress a report on the collaboration between
the Secretary and eligible entities in the provi-
sion of case management services as described in
subsection (a) during the most recently com-
pleted fiscal year.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by para-
graph (1) shall include, for the period covered
by the report, the following:

(A) A discussion of each case in which a con-
tract or agreement described in subsection (a)
was considered by the Secretary, including a de-
scription of whether or not and why the Sec-
retary chose or did not choose to enter into such
contract or agreement.

(B) The number and types of eligible entities
with whom the Secretary has entered into a con-
tract or agreement as described in subsection

a).

(C) A description of the geographic regions in
which such entities provide case management
services as described in such subsection.

(D) A description of the number and types of
covered veterans who received case management
services from such entities under such contracts
or agreements.
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(E) An assessment of the performance of each
eligible entity with whom the Secretary entered
into a contract or agreement as described in sub-
section (a).

(F) An assessment of the benefits to covered
veterans of such contracts and agreements.

(G) A discussion of the benefits of increasing
the ratio of case managers to recipients of
vouchers under the supported housing program
described in such subsection to veterans who re-
side in rural areas.

(H) Such recommendations for legislative or
administrative action as the Secretary considers
appropriate for the improvement of collabora-
tion in the provision of case management serv-
ices under such supported housing program.
SEC. 305. EXTENSIONS OF PREVIOUSLY FULLY

FUNDED AUTHORITIES AFFECTING
HOMELESS VETERANS.

(a) COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE PROGRAMS.—Sec-
tion 2013 is amended by striking paragraph (5)
and inserting the following new paragraphs:

““(5) $250,000,000 for fiscal year 2013.

“(6) $150,000,000 for fiscal year 2014 and each
subsequent fiscal year.”’.

(b) HOMELESS VETERANS REINTEGRATION PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 2021(e)(1)(F) is amended by
striking 2012°° and inserting “2013”’.

(c) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR SUPPORTIVE
SERVICES FOR VERY LOW-INCOME VETERAN FAM-
ILIES IN PERMANENT  HOUSING.—Section
2044(e)(1) is amended by adding at the end the
following new subparagraph:

“(E) $300,000,000 for fiscal year 2013.”".

(d) GRANT PROGRAM FOR HOMELESS VETERANS
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.—Section 2061(c)(1) is
amended by striking ‘‘through 2012’ and insert-
ing “‘through 2013”’.

TITLE IV—EDUCATION MATTERS

SEC. 401. AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO INDIVID-
UALS WHO RECEIVE BOTH SUR-
VIVORS’ AND DEPENDENTS’ EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE AND OTHER
VETERANS AND RELATED EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE.

(a) AGGREGATE AMOUNT AVAILABLE.—Section
3695 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(4), by striking ‘“35,”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(c) The aggregate period for which any per-
son may receive assistance under chapter 35 of
this title, on the one hand, and any of the pro-
visions of law referred to in subsection (a), on
the other hand, may not exceed 81 months (or
the part-time equivalent thereof).”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made by
subsection (a) shall take effect on October 1,
2013, and shall not operate to revive any entitle-
ment to assistance under chapter 35 of title 38,
United States Code, or the provisions of law re-
ferred to in section 3695(a) of such title, as in ef-
fect on the day before such date, that was termi-
nated by reason of the operation of section
3695(a) of such title, as so in effect, before such
date.

(c) REVIVAL OF ENTITLEMENT REDUCED BY
PRIOR UTILIZATION OF CHAPTER 35 ASSIST-
ANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), in
the case of an individual whose period of enti-
tlement to assistance under a provision of law
referred to in section 3695(a) of title 38, United
States Code (other than chapter 35 of such title),
as in effect on September 30, 2013, was reduced
under such section 3695(a), as so in effect, by
reason of the utilization of entitlement to assist-
ance under chapter 35 of such title before Octo-
ber 1, 2013, the period of entitlement to assist-
ance of such individual under such provision
shall be determined without regard to any enti-
tlement so wutilized by the individual under
chapter 35 of such title.

(2) LIMITATION.—The maximum period of enti-
tlement to assistance of an individual under
paragraph (1) may not exceed 81 months.
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SEC. 402. ANNUAL REPORTS ON POST-9/11 EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
AND SURVIVORS’ AND DEPENDENTS’
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM.
(a) REPORTS REQUIRED.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II1I of chapter 33
is amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§ 3325. Reporting requirement

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—For each academic year—

‘(1) the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
Congress a report on the operation of the pro-
gram provided for in this chapter; and

““(2) the Secretary shall submit to Congress a
report on the operation of the program provided
for in this chapter and the program provided for
under chapter 35 of this title.

““(b) CONTENTS OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE RE-
PORTS.—The Secretary of Defense shall include
in each report submitted under this section—

‘“(1) information—

““(A) indicating the extent to which the ben-
efit levels provided under this chapter are ade-
quate to achieve the purposes of inducing indi-
viduals to enter and remain in the Armed Forces
and of providing an adequate level of financial
assistance to help meet the cost of pursuing a
program of education;

‘“‘(B) indicating whether it is necessary for the
purposes of maintaining adequate levels of well-
qualified active-duty personnel in the Armed
Forces to continue to offer the opportunity for
educational assistance under this chapter to in-
dividuals who have not yet entered active-duty
service; and

‘“(C) describing the efforts under section
3323(b) of this title to inform members of the
Armed Forces of the active duty service require-
ments for entitlement to educational assistance
under this chapter and the results from such ef-
forts; and

““(2) such recommendations for administrative
and legislative changes regarding the provision
of educational assistance to members of the
Armed Forces and veterans, and their depend-
ents, as the Secretary of Defense considers ap-
propriate.

“(c) CONTENTS OF SECRETARY OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS REPORTS.—The Secretary shall include
in each report submitted under this section—

‘(1) information concerning the level of utili-
zation of educational assistance and of expendi-
tures under this chapter and under chapter 35
of this title;

“(2) appropriate student outcome measures,
such as the number of credit hours, certificates,
degrees, and other qualifications earned by
beneficiaries under this chapter and chapter 35
of this title during the academic year covered by
the report; and

““(3) such recommendations for administrative
and legislative changes regarding the provision
of educational assistance to members of the
Armed Forces and veterans, and their depend-
ents, as the Secretary considers appropriate.

‘““(d) TERMINATION.—No report shall be re-
quired under this section after January 1,
2021.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
3324 the following new item:

““3325. Reporting requirement.’’.

(3) DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTAL OF FIRST RE-
PORT.—The first reports required under section
3325 of title 38, United States Code, as added by
paragraph (1), shall be submitted by not later
than November 1, 2013.

(b) REPEAL OF REPORT ON ALL VOLUNTEER-
FORCE EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 30 is amended by
striking section 3036.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by striking the item relating to section 3036.
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TITLE V—BENEFITS MATTERS
SEC. 501. AUTOMATIC WAIVER OF AGENCY OF
ORIGINAL JURISDICTION REVIEW OF
NEW EVIDENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7105 is amended by
adding at the end the following new subsection:

‘“(e)(1) If, either at the time or after the agen-
cy of original jurisdiction receives a substantive
appeal, the claimant or the claimant’s rep-
resentative, if any, submits evidence to either
the agency of original jurisdiction or the Board
of Veterans’ Appeals for consideration in con-
nection with the issue or issues with which dis-
agreement has been expressed, such evidence
shall be subject to initial review by the Board
unless the claimant or the claimant’s represent-
ative, as the case may be, requests in writing
that the agency of original jurisdiction initially
review such evidence.

“(2) A request for review of evidence under
paragraph (1) shall accompany the submittal of
the evidence.’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsection (e) of such
section, as added by subsection (a), shall take
effect on the date that is 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, and shall apply
with respect to claims for which a substantive
appeal is filed on or after the date that is 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 502. AUTHORITY FOR CERTAIN PERSONS TO

SIGN CLAIMS FILED WITH SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ON
BEHALF OF CLAIMANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5101 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘A specific’’ and inserting ‘(1)
A specific”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“2) If an individual has not attained the age
of 18 years, is mentally incompetent, or is phys-
ically unable to sign a form, a form filed under
paragraph (1) for the individual may be signed
by a court-appointed representative, a person
who is responsible for the care of the individual,
including a spouse or other relative, or an attor-
ney in fact or agent authorized to act on behalf
of the individual under a durable power of at-
torney. If the individual is in the care of an in-
stitution, the manager or principal officer of the
institution may sign the form.”’;

(2) in subsection (c)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘, signs a form on behalf of an
individual to apply for,” after “who applies
for;

(ii) by inserting *‘, or TIN in the case that the
person is not an individual,”” after “‘of such per-
son’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘dependent’” and inserting
“‘claimant, dependent,’”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘“‘or TIN’’
after ‘‘social security number’’ each place it ap-
pears; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘““(d) In this section:

‘“(1) The term ‘mentally incompetent’ with re-
spect to an individual means that the individual
lacks the mental capacity—

‘“(A) to provide substantially accurate infor-
mation needed to complete a form; or

‘““(B) to certify that the statements made on a
form are true and complete.

‘““(2) The term ‘TIN’ has the meaning given the
term in section 7701(a)(41) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986.”".

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by
subsection (a) shall apply with respect to claims
filed on or after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

SEC. 503. IMPROVEMENT OF PROCESS FOR FIL-
ING JOINTLY FOR SOCIAL SECURITY
AND DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY
COMPENSATION.

Section 5105 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘shall’ the first place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘“‘may’’; and
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(B) by striking “Each such form’ and insert-
ing ‘““Such forms’’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘“‘on such a
form” and inserting ‘“‘on any document indi-
cating an intent to apply for survivor benefits’’.
SEC. 504. AUTHORIZATION OF USE OF ELEC-

TRONIC COMMUNICATION TO PRO-
VIDE NOTICE TO CLAIMANTS FOR
BENEFITS UNDER LAWS ADMINIS-
TERED BY THE SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5103 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)—

(A) by striking ““Upon receipt of a complete or
substantially complete application, the’ and in-
serting ‘‘The’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘notify’’ and inserting ‘‘pro-
vide to”’; and

(C) by inserting ‘‘by the most effective means
available, including electronic communication
or notification in writing, notice’’ before ‘‘of
any information’’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by adding at the end the
following new paragraphs:

““(4) Nothing in this section shall require the
Secretary to provide notice for a subsequent
claim that is filed while a previous claim is
pending if the mnotice previously provided for
such pending claim—

““(A) provides sufficient notice of the informa-
tion and evidence mnecessary to substantiate
such subsequent claim; and

“(B) was sent within one year of the date on
which the subsequent claim was filed.

“(5)(A) This section shall not apply to any
claim or issue where the Secretary may award
the maximum benefit in accordance with this
title based on the evidence of record.

“(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the term
‘maximum benefit’ means the highest evaluation
assignable in accordance with the evidence of
record, as long as such evidence is adequate for
rating purposes and sufficient to grant the ear-
liest possible effective date in accordance with
section 5110 of this title.”’.

(b) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the amend-
ments made by subsection (a) shall be construed
as eliminating any requirement with respect to
the contents of a notice under section 5103 of
title 38, United States Code, that is required
under regulations prescribed pursuant to sub-
section (a)(2) of such section as of the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
subsection (a) shall take effect on the date that
is 180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act and shall apply with respect to notifi-
cation obligations of the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs on or after such date.

(2) CONSTRUCTION  REGARDING  APPLICA-
BILITY.—Nothing in this section or the amend-
ments made by this section shall be construed to
require the Secretary to carry out notification
procedures in accordance with requirements of
section 5103 of title 38, United States Code, as in
effect on the day before the effective date estab-
lished in paragraph (1) on or after such effective
date.

SEC. 505. DUTY TO ASSIST CLAIMANTS IN OBTAIN-
ING PRIVATE RECORDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b)
5103A is amended to read as follows:

“(b) ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING PRIVATE
RECORDS.—(1) As part of the assistance pro-
vided under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
make reasonable efforts to obtain relevant pri-
vate records that the claimant adequately iden-
tifies to the Secretary.

“(2)(A) Whenever the Secretary, after making
such reasonable efforts, is unable to obtain all
of the relevant records sought, the Secretary
shall notify the claimant that the Secretary is
unable to obtain records with respect to the
claim. Such a notification shall—

‘(i) identify the records the Secretary is un-
able to obtain;

““(ii) briefly explain the efforts that the Sec-
retary made to obtain such records; and
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““(iii) explain that the Secretary will decide
the claim based on the evidence of record but
that this section does mot prohibit the submis-
sion of records at a later date if such submission
is otherwise allowed.

“(B) The Secretary shall make not less than
two requests to a custodian of a private record
in order for an effort to obtain relevant private
records to be treated as reasonable under this
section, unless it is made evident by the first re-
quest that a second request would be futile in
obtaining such records.

“(3)(A) This section shall not apply if the evi-
dence of record allows for the Secretary to
award the maximum benefit in accordance with
this title based on the evidence of record.

‘““(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the term
‘maximum benefit’ means the highest evaluation
assignable in accordance with the evidence of
record, as long as such evidence is adequate for
rating purposes and sufficient to grant the ear-
liest possible effective date in accordance with
section 5110 of this title.

‘““(4) Under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary, the Secretary—

““(A) shall encourage claimants to submit rel-
evant private medical records of the claimant to
the Secretary if such submission does not bur-
den the claimant; and

‘“‘(B) in obtaining relevant private records
under paragraph (1), may require the claimant
to authorice the Secretary to obtain such
records if such authorization is required to com-
ply with Federal, State, or local law.”’.

(b) PUBLIC RECORDS.—Subsection (c) of such
section is amended to read as follows:

““(c) OBTAINING RECORDS FOR COMPENSATION
CLAIMS.—(1) In the case of a claim for disability
compensation, the assistance provided by the
Secretary under this section shall include ob-
taining the following records if relevant to the
claim:

‘“(A) The claimant’s service medical records
and, if the claimant has furnished the Secretary
information sufficient to locate such records,
other relevant records pertaining to the claim-
ant’s active military, naval, or air service that
are held or maintained by a governmental enti-
ty.
‘““(B) Records of relevant medical treatment or
examination of the claimant at Department
health-care facilities or at the expense of the
Department, if the claimant furnishes informa-
tion sufficient to locate those records.

‘“(C) Any other relevant records held by any
Federal department or agency that the claimant
adequately identifies and authorizes the Sec-
retary to obtain.

““(2) Whenever the Secretary attempts to ob-
tain records from a Federal department or agen-
cy under this subsection, the efforts to obtain
those records shall continue until the records
are obtained unless it is reasonably certain that
such records do not exist or that further efforts
to obtain those records would be futile.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
subsections (a) and (b) shall take effect on the
date that is 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act and shall apply with respect to
assistance obligations of the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs on or after such date.

(2) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section or
the amendments made by this section shall be
construed to require the Secretary to carry out
assistance in accordance with requirements of
section 5103A of title 38, United States Code, as
in effect on the day before the effective date es-
tablished in paragraph (1) on or after such ef-
fective date.

SEC. 506. AUTHORITY FOR RETROACTIVE EFFEC-
TIVE DATE FOR AWARDS OF DIS-
ABILITY COMPENSATION IN CON-
NECTION WITH APPLICATIONS THAT
ARE FULLY-DEVELOPED AT SUB-
MITTAL.

Section 5110(b) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as
paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively; and
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(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

“(2)(A) The effective date of an award of dis-
ability compensation to a veteran who submits
an application therefor that sets forth an origi-
nal claim that is fully-developed (as determined
by the Secretary) as of the date of submittal
shall be fired in accordance with the facts
found, but shall not be earlier than the date
that is one year before the date of receipt of the
application.

“(B) For purposes of this paragraph, an origi-
nal claim is an initial claim filed by a veteran
for disability compensation.

‘““(C) This paragraph shall take effect on the
date that is one year after the date of the enact-
ment of the Honoring America’s Veterans and
Caring for Camp Lejeune Families Act of 2012
and shall not apply with respect to claims filed
after the date that is three years after the date
of the enactment of such Act.”’.

SEC. 507. MODIFICATION OF MONTH OF DEATH
BENEFIT FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES
OF VETERANS WHO DIE WHILE ENTI-
TLED TO COMPENSATION OR PEN-
SION.

(a) SURVIVING SPOUSE BENEFIT FOR MONTH OF
VETERAN’S DEATH.—Subsections (a) and (b) of
section 5310 are amended to read as follows:

“(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) A surviving spouse of a
veteran is entitled to a benefit for the month of
the veteran’s death if—

‘“(A) at the time of the veteran’s death, the
veteran was receiving compensation or pension
under chapter 11 or 15 of this title; or

“(B) the veteran is determined for purposes of
section 5121 or 5121 A of this title as having been
entitled to receive compensation or pension
under chapter 11 or 15 of this title for the month
of the veteran’s death.

‘“(2) The amount of the benefit under para-
graph (1) is the amount that the veteran would
have received under chapter 11 or 15 of this title,
as the case may be, for the month of the vet-
eran’s death had the veteran not died.

“(b) CLAIMS PENDING ADJUDICATION.—If a
claim for entitlement to compensation or addi-
tional compensation under chapter 11 of this
title or pension or additional pension under
chapter 15 of this title is pending at the time of
a veteran’s death and the check or other pay-
ment issued to the veteran’s surviving spouse
under subsection (a) is less than the amount of
the benefit the veteran would have been entitled
to for the month of death pursuant to the adju-
dication of the pending claim, an amount equal
to the difference between the amount to which
the veteran would have been entitled to receive
under chapter 11 or 15 of this title for the month
of the veteran’s death had the veteran not died
and the amount of the check or other payment
issued to the surviving spouse shall be treated in
the same manner as an accrued benefit under
section 5121 of this title.”’.

(b) MONTH OF DEATH BENEFIT EXEMPT FROM
DELAYED COMMENCEMENT OF PAYMENT.—Sec-
tion 5111(c)(1) is amended by striking ‘“‘apply
to” and all that follows through ‘‘death oc-
curred’’ and inserting the following: ‘“‘not apply
to payments made pursuant to section 5310 of
this title”’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act, and shall apply with
respect to deaths that occur on or after that
date.

SEC. 508. INCREASE IN RATE OF PENSION FOR
DISABLED VETERANS MARRIED TO
ONE ANOTHER AND BOTH OF WHOM
REQUIRE REGULAR AID AND AT-
TENDANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1521(f)(2) is amend-
ed by striking °$30,480°° and inserting ‘$32,433"".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act.
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SEC. 509. EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN REIMBURSE-
MENTS OF EXPENSES FROM DETER-
MINATION OF ANNUAL INCOME WITH
RESPECT TO PENSIONS FOR VET-
ERANS AND SURVIVING SPOUSES
AND CHILDREN OF VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (5) of section
1503(a) of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“(5) payments regarding reimbursements of
any kind (including insurance settlement pay-
ments) for expenses related to the repayment, re-
placement, or repair of equipment, vehicles,
items, money, or property resulting from—

“(A) any accident (as defined by the Sec-
retary), but the amount excluded wunder this
subclause shall not exceed the greater of the fair
market value or reasonable replacement value of
the equipment or vehicle involved at the time im-
mediately preceding the accident;

“(B) any theft or loss (as defined by the Sec-
retary), but the amount excluded wunder this
subclause shall not exceed the greater of the fair
market value or reasonable replacement value of
the item or the amount of the money (including
legal tender of the United States or of a foreign
country) involved at the time immediately pre-
ceding the theft or loss; or

“(C) any casualty loss (as defined by the Sec-
retary), but the amount excluded under this
subclause shall not exceed the greater of the fair
market value or reasonable replacement value of
the property involved at the time immediately
preceding the casualty loss;”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the date
that is 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

TITLE VI—MEMORIAL, BURIAL, AND
CEMETERY MATTERS
SEC. 601. PROHIBITION ON DISRUPTIONS OF FU-
NERALS OF MEMBERS OR FORMER
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY.—

(1) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is to
provide necessary and proper support for the re-
cruitment and retention of the Armed Forces
and militia employed in the service of the United
States by protecting the dignity of the service of
the members of such Forces and militia, and by
protecting the privacy of their immediate family
members and other attendees during funeral
services for such members.

(2) CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY.—Congress
finds that this section is a necessary and proper
exercise of its powers under the Constitution,
article I, section 8, paragraphs 1, 12, 13, 14, 16,
and 18, to provide for the common defense, raise
and support armies, provide and maintain a
navy, make rules for the government and regu-
lation of the land and naval forces, and provide
for organizing and governing such part of the
militia as may be employed in the service of the
United States.

(b) AMENDMENT TO TITLE 18.—Section 1388 of
title 18, United States Code, is amended to read
as follows:

“§ 1388. Prohibition on disruptions of funerals
of members or former members of the Armed

Forces

““(a) PROHIBITION.—For any funeral of a
member or former member of the Armed Forces
that is not located at a cemetery under the con-
trol of the National Cemetery Administration or
part of Arlington National Cemetery, it shall be
unlawful for any person to engage in an activ-
ity during the period beginning 120 minutes be-
fore and ending 120 minutes after such funeral,
any part of which activity—

“(1)(A) takes place within the boundaries of
the location of such funeral or takes place with-
in 300 feet of the point of the intersection be-
tween—

‘(i) the boundary of the location of such fu-
neral; and

“(ii) a road, pathway, or other route of in-
gress to or egress from the location of such fu-
neral; and
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““(B) includes any individual willfully making
or assisting in the making of any noise or diver-
sion—

“(i) that is not part of such funeral and that
disturbs or tends to disturb the peace or good
order of such funeral; and

““(ii) with the intent of disturbing the peace or
good order of such funeral;

“(2)(A) is within 500 feet of the boundary of
the location of such funeral; and

““(B) includes any individual—

“(i) willfully and without proper authoriza-
tion impeding or tending to impede the access to
or egress from such location; and

““(ii) with the intent to impede the access to or
egress from such location; or

“(3) is on or near the boundary of the resi-
dence, home, or domicile of any surviving mem-
ber of the deceased person’s immediate family
and includes any individual willfully making or
assisting in the making of any noise or diver-
sion—

‘“(A) that disturbs or tends to disturb the
peace of the persons located at such location;
and

‘““(B) with the intent of disturbing such peace.

““(b) PENALTY.—Any person who violates sub-
section (a) shall be fined under this title or im-
prisoned for not more than 1 year, or both.

“(c) CIVIL REMEDIES.—

““(1) DISTRICT COURTS.—The district courts of
the United States shall have jurisdiction—

““(A) to prevent and restrain violations of this
section; and

‘““(B) for the adjudication of any claims for re-
lief under this section.

‘““(2) ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The Attorney Gen-
eral may institute proceedings under this sec-
tion.

“(3) CLAIMS.—Any person, including a Sur-
viving member of the deceased person’s imme-
diate family, who suffers injury as a result of
conduct that violates this section may—

‘““(A) sue therefor in any appropriate United
States district court or in any court of com-
petent jurisdiction; and

‘““(B) recover damages as provided in Sub-
section (d) and the cost of the suit, including
reasonable attorneys’ fees.

‘““(4) ESTOPPEL.—A final judgment or decree
rendered in favor of the United States in any
criminal proceeding brought by the United
States under this section shall estop the defend-
ant from denying the essential allegations of the
criminal offense in any subsequent civil pro-
ceeding brought by a person or by the United
States.

““(d) ACTUAL AND STATUTORY DAMAGES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any penalty
imposed under subsection (b), a violator of this
section is liable in an action under subsection
(c) for actual or statutory damages as provided
in this subsection.

““(2) ACTIONS BY PRIVATE PERSONS.—A person
bringing an action under subsection (c)(3) may
elect, at any time before final judgment is ren-
dered, to recover the actual damages suffered by
him or her as a result of the violation or, in-
stead of actual damages, an award of statutory
damages for each violation involved in the ac-
tion.

““(3) ACTIONS BY ATTORNEY GENERAL.—In any
action wunder subsection (c)(2), the Attorney
General is entitled to recover an award of statu-
tory damages for each violation involved in the
action notwithstanding any recovery under sub-
section (¢)(3).

‘““(4) STATUTORY DAMAGES.—A court may
award, as the court conmsiders just, statutory
damages in a sum of not less than $25,000 or
more than $50,000 per violation.

‘““(e) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION.—It shall be a
rebuttable presumption that the violation was
committed willfully for purposes of determining
relief under this section if the violator, or a per-
son acting in concert with the violator, did not
have reasonable grounds to believe, either from
the attention or publicity sought by the violator
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or other circumstance, that the conduct of such
violator or person would not disturb or tend to
disturb the peace or good order of such funeral,
impede or tend to impede the access to or egress
from such funeral, or disturb or tend to disturb
the peace of any surviving member of the de-
ceased person’s immediate family who may be
found on or near the residence, home, or domi-
cile of the deceased person’s immediate family
on the date of the service or ceremony.

“‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

‘““(1) the term ‘Armed Forces’ has the meaning
given the term in section 101 of title 10 and in-
cludes members and former members of the Na-
tional Guard who were employed in the service
of the United States; and

““(2) the term ‘immediate family’ means, with
respect to a person, the immediate family mem-
bers of such person, as such term is defined in
section 115 of this title.”’.

(c) AMENDMENT TO TITLE 38.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2413 is amended to
read as follows:

“§2413. Prohibition on certain demonstra-
tions and disruptions at cemeteries under
control of the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration and at Arlington National Cemetery
““(a) PROHIBITION.—It shall be unlawful for

any person—

‘(1) to carry out a demonstration on the prop-
erty of a cemetery under the control of the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration or on the prop-
erty of Arlington National Cemetery unless the
demonstration has been approved by the ceme-
tery superintendent or the director of the prop-
erty on which the cemetery is located; or

“(2) with respect to such a cemetery, to en-
gage in a demonstration during the period be-
ginning 120 minutes before and ending 120 min-
utes after a funeral, memorial service, or cere-
mony is held, any part of which demonstra-
tion—

“(A)(i) takes place within the boundaries of
such cemetery or takes place within 300 feet of
the point of the intersection between—

“(I) the boundary of such cemetery; and

‘“(II) a road, pathway, or other route of in-
gress to or egress from such cemetery; and

““(ii) includes any individual willfully making
or assisting in the making of any noise or diver-
sion—

“(I) that is not part of such funeral, memorial
service, or ceremony and that disturbs or tends
to disturb the peace or good order of such fu-
neral, memorial service, or ceremony; and

‘“(II) with the intent of disturbing the peace
or good order of such funeral, memorial service,
or ceremony; or

““(B)(i) is within 500 feet of the boundary of
such cemetery; and

““(i1) includes any individual—

“(1) willfully and without proper authoriza-
tion impeding or tending to impede the access to
or egress from such cemetery; and

“(11) with the intent to impede the access to or
egress from such cemetery.

“(b) PENALTY.—Any person who violates sub-
section (a) shall be fined under title 18 or impris-
oned for not more than one year, or both.

““(c) C1viL REMEDIES.—(1) The district courts
of the United States shall have jurisdiction—

““(A) to prevent and restrain violations of this
section; and

‘““(B) for the adjudication of any claims for re-
lief under this section.

“(2) The Attorney General of the United
States may institute proceedings under this sec-
tion.

“(3) Any person, including a surviving mem-
ber of the deceased person’s immediate family,
who suffers injury as a result of conduct that
violates this section may—

‘““(A) sue therefor in any appropriate United
States district court or in any court of com-
petent jurisdiction; and

‘““(B) recover damages as provided in Sub-
section (d) and the cost of the suit, including
reasonable attorneys’ fees.
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“(4) A final judgment or decree rendered in
favor of the United States in any criminal pro-
ceeding brought by the United States under this
section shall estop the defendant from denying
the essential allegations of the criminal offense
in any subsequent civil proceeding brought by a
person or by the United States.

“(d) ACTUAL AND STATUTORY DAMAGES.—(1)
In addition to any penalty imposed under sub-
section (b), a violator of this section is liable in
an action under subsection (c) for actual or
statutory damages as provided in this sub-
section.

“(2) A person bringing an action under sub-
section (c)(3) may elect, at any time before final
judgment is rendered, to recover the actual dam-
ages suffered by him or her as a result of the
violation or, instead of actual damages, an
award of statutory damages for each violation
involved in the action.

“(3) In any action brought under subsection
(c)(2), the Attorney General is entitled to recover
an award of statutory damages for each viola-
tion involved in the action notwithstanding any
recovery under subsection (c)(3).

“(4) A court may award, as the court con-
siders just, statutory damages in a sum of not
less than 325,000 or more than $50,000 per viola-
tion.

“(e) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION.—It shall be a
rebuttable presumption that the violation of
subsection (a) was committed willfully for pur-
poses of determining relief under this section if
the violator, or a person acting in concert with
the violator, did not have reasonable grounds to
believe, either from the attention or publicity
sought by the wviolator or other circumstance,
that the conduct of such violator or person
would not—

‘(1) disturb or tend to disturb the peace or
good order of such funeral, memorial service, or
ceremony; or

“(2) impede or tend to impede the access to or
egress from such funeral, memorial service, or
ceremony.

““(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

‘(1) the term ‘demonstration’ includes—

“(A) any picketing or similar conduct;

“(B) any oration, speech, use of sound ampli-
fication equipment or device, or similar conduct
that is not part of a funeral, memorial service,
or ceremony;

“(C) the display of any placard, banner, flag,
or similar device, unless such a display is part
of a funeral, memorial service, or ceremony, and

“(D) the distribution of any handbill, pam-
phlet, leaflet, or other written or printed matter
other than a program distributed as part of a
funeral, memorial service, or ceremony; and

“(2) the term ‘immediate family’ means, with
respect to a person, the immediate family mem-
bers of such person, as such term is defined in
section 115 of title 18.”".

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 24 is amended
by striking the item relating to section 2413 and
inserting the following new item:

““2413. Prohibition on certain demonstrations
and disruptions at cemeteries
under control of the National
Cemetery Administration and at
Arlington National Cemetery.”’.

CODIFICATION OF PROHIBITION

AGAINST RESERVATION OF

GRAVESITES AT ARLINGTON NA-

TIONAL CEMETERY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 24 is amended by
inserting after section 2410 the following new
section:

“§2410A. Arlington National Cemetery: other
administrative matters
‘““(a) ONE GRAVESITE.—(1) Not more than one

gravesite may be provided at Arlington National

Cemetery to a veteran or member of the Armed

Forces who is eligible for interment or

inurnment at such cemetery.

““(2) The Secretary of the Army may waive the
prohibition in paragraph (1) as the Secretary of
the Army considers appropriate.
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““(b) PROHIBITION AGAINST RESERVATION OF
GRAVESITES.—(1) A gravesite at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery may not be reserved for an indi-
vidual before the death of such individual.

“(2)(A) The President may waive the prohibi-
tion in paragraph (1) as the President considers
appropriate.

‘““(B) Upon waiving the prohibition in para-
graph (1), the President shall submit notice of
such waiver to—

‘(i) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate;
and

‘“‘(ii) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
2410 the following new item:

“2410A. Arlington National Cemetery: other ad-
ministrative matters.”’.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), section 2410A of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a), shall apply
with respect to all interments at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(2) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (b) of such sec-
tion, as so added, shall not apply with respect
to the interment of an individual for whom a re-
quest for a reserved gravesite was approved by
the Secretary of the Army before January 1,
1962.

(d) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Army shall submit to Congress a
report on reservations made for interment at Ar-
lington National Cemetery.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) The number of requests for reservation of
a gravesite at Arlington National Cemetery that
were submitted to the Secretary of the Army be-
fore January 1, 1962.

(B) The number of gravesites at such cemetery
that, on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, were reserved in response to
such requests.

(C) The number of such gravesites that, on the
day before the date of the enactment of this Act,
were unoccupied.

(D) A list of all reservations for gravesites at
such cemetery that were extended by individuals
responsible for management of such cemetery in
response to requests for such reservations made
on or after January 1, 1962.

(E) A description of the measures that the Sec-
retary is taking to improve the accountability
and transparency of the management of
gravesite reservations at Arlington National
Cemetery.

(F) Such recommendations as the Secretary
may have for legislative action as the Secretary
considers mecessary to improve such account-
ability and transparency.

SEC. 603. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR PRESI-
DENTIAL MEMORIAL CERTIFICATES
TO PERSONS WHO DIED IN THE AC-
TIVE MILITARY, NAVAL, OR AIR
SERVICE.

Section 112(a) is amended—

(1) by inserting “‘and persons who died in the
active military, naval, or air service,”” after
“‘under honorable conditions,”’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘veteran’s’’ and inserting ‘‘de-
ceased individual’s’’.

SEC. 604. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PLACEMENT
OF MONUMENTS IN ARLINGTON NA-
TIONAL CEMETERY.

Section 2409(b) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“Under” and inserting ‘(1)
Under’’;

(2) by inserting after ‘‘Secretary of the Army’’
the following: ‘“‘and subject to paragraph (2)’;
and
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(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

“(2)(A) Ezxcept for a monument containing or
marking interred remains, mo monument (or
similar structure, as determined by the Secretary
of the Army in regulations) may be placed in
Arlington National Cemetery except pursuant to
the provisions of this subsection.

‘“(B) A monument may be placed in Arlington
National Cemetery if the monument commemo-
rates—

‘(i) the service in the Armed Forces of the in-
dividual, or group of individuals, whose memory
is to be honored by the monument; or

““(ii) a particular military event.

“(C) No monument may be placed in Arling-
ton National Cemetery until the end of the 25-
year period beginning—

““(i) in the case of the commemoration of serv-
ice under subparagraph (B)(i), on the last day
of the period of service so commemorated; and

‘““(ii) in the case of the commemoration of a
particular military event under subparagraph
(B)(ii), on the last day of the period of the
event.

‘(D) A monument may be placed only in those
sections of Arlington National Cemetery des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Army for such
placement and only on land the Secretary deter-
mines is not suitable for burial.

‘“(E) A monument may only be placed in Ar-
lington National Cemetery if an appropriate
nongovernmental entity has agreed to act as a
sponsoring organization to coordinate the place-
ment of the monument and—

‘(i) the construction and placement of the
monument are paid for only using funds from
private sources;

““(ii) the Secretary of the Army consults with
the Commission of Fine Arts and the Advisory
Committee on Arlington National Cemetery be-
fore approving the design of the monument; and

“‘(iii) the sponsoring organization provides for
an independent study on the availability and
suitability of alternative locations for the pro-
posed monument outside of Arlington National
Cemetery.

‘“(3)(A) The Secretary of the Army may waive
the requirement under paragraph (2)(C) in a
case in which the monument would commemo-
rate a group of individuals who the Secretary
determines—

‘“(i) has made valuable contributions to the
Armed Forces that have been ongoing and per-
petual for longer than 25 years and are exrpected
to continue on indefinitely; and

‘““(ii) has provided service that is of such a
character that the failure to place a monument
to the group in Arlington National Cemetery
would present a manifest injustice.

“(B) If the Secretary waives such requirement
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall—

““(i) make available on an Internet website no-
tification of the waiver and the rationale for the
waiver; and

““(ii) submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs and the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs and the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives written notice of
the waiver and the rationale for the waiver.

‘““(4) The Secretary of the Army shall provide
notice to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives of any monument pro-
posed to be placed in Arlington National Ceme-
tery. During the 60-day period beginning on the
date on which such notice is received, Congress
may pass a joint resolution of disapproval of the
placement of the monument. The proposed
monument may not be placed in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery until the later of—

““(A) if Congress does not pass a joint resolu-
tion of disapproval of the placement of the
monument, the date that is 60 days after the
date on which mnotice is received under this
paragraph; or
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“(B) if Congress passes a joint resolution of
disapproval of the placement of the monument,
and the President signs a veto of such resolu-
tion, the earlier of—

‘(i) the date on which either House of Con-
gress votes and fails to override the veto of the
President; or

“‘(ii) the date that is 30 session days after the
date on which Congress received the veto and
objections of the President.”’.

TITLE VII—-OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 701. ASSISTANCE TO VETERANS AFFECTED
BY NATURAL DISASTERS.

(a) ADDITIONAL GRANTS FOR DISABLED VET-
ERANS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOUSING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 21 is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:

“§2109. Specially adapted housing destroyed
or damaged by natural disasters

““(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the provi-
sions of section 2102 and 2102A of this title, the
Secretary may provide assistance to a veteran
whose home was previously adapted with assist-
ance of a grant under this chapter in the event
the adapted home which was being used and oc-
cupied by the veteran was destroyed or substan-
tially damaged in a natural or other disaster, as
determined by the Secretary.

““(b) USE OF FUNDS.—Subject to subsection (c),
assistance provided under subsection (a) shall—

‘(1) be available to acquire a suitable housing
unit with special fixtures or moveable facilities
made necessary by the veteran’s disability, and
necessary land therefor;

“(2) be available to a veteran to the same ex-
tent as if the veteran had mot previously re-
ceived assistance under this chapter; and

“(3) not be deducted from the maximum uses
or from the maximum amount of assistance
available under this chapter.

““(c) LIMITATIONS.—The amount of the assist-
ance provided under subsection (a) may not ex-
ceed the lesser of—

‘(1) the reasonable cost, as determined by the
Secretary, of repairing or replacing the damaged
or destroyed home in excess of the available in-
surance coverage on such home; or

“(2) the maximum amount of assistance to
which the veteran would have been entitled
under sections 2101(a), 2101(b), and 2102A of this
title had the veteran mot obtained previous as-
sistance under this chapter.’’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
2108 the following new item:

“2109. Specially adapted housing destroyed or
damaged by natural disasters.”’.

(b) EXTENSION OF SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE
FOR VETERANS COMPLETING VOCATIONAL REHA-
BILITATION PROGRAM.—Section 3108(a)(2) is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘““(A)”’ before “In’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(B) In any case in which the Secretary deter-
mines that a veteran described in subparagraph
(A4) has been displaced as the result of a natural
or other disaster while being paid a subsistence
allowance under that subparagraph, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, the Secretary may ex-
tend the payment of a subsistence allowance
under such subparagraph for up to an addi-
tional two months while the veteran is satisfac-
torily following a program of employment serv-
ices described in such subparagraph.’’.

(c) WAIVER OF LIMITATION ON PROGRAM OF
INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES AND ASSIST-
ANCE.—Section 3120(e) is amended—

(1) by inserting “‘(1)”’ before ‘“‘Programs’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following mew
paragraph:

“(2) The limitation in paragraph (1) shall not
apply in any case in which the Secretary deter-
mines that a veteran described in subsection (b)
has been displaced as the result of, or has other-
wise been adversely affected in the areas cov-
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ered by, a natural or other disaster, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.”’.

(d) COVENANTS AND LIENS CREATED BY PUBLIC
ENTITIES IN RESPONSE TO DISASTER-RELIEF AS-
SISTANCE.—Paragraph (3) of section 3703(d) is
amended to read as follows:

‘“(3)(A) Any real estate housing loan (other
than for repairs, alterations, or improvements)
shall be secured by a first lien on the realty. In
determining whether a loan is so secured, the
Secretary may either disregard or allow for sub-
ordination to a superior lien created by a duly
recorded covenant running with the realty in
favor of either of the following:

““(i) A public entity that has provided or will
provide assistance in response to a major dis-
aster as determined by the President under the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.).

‘“‘(ii)) A private entity to secure an obligation
to such entity for the homeowner’s share of the
costs of the management, operation, or mainte-
nance of property, services, or programs within
and for the benefit of the development or com-
munity in which the veteran’s realty is located,
if the Secretary determines that the interests of
the veteran borrower and of the Government
will not be prejudiced by the operation of such
covenant.

‘“‘(B) With respect to any superior lien de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) created after June
6, 1969, the Secretary’s determination wunder
clause (ii) of such subparagraph shall have been
made prior to the recordation of the covenant.”’.

(e) AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER CONVEYANCES
FOR CERTAIN DISABLED VETERANS AND MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES.—Section 3903(a) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘No’’ and inserting ‘(1) Except
as provided in paragraph (2), no’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘““(2) The Secretary may provide or assist in
providing an eligible person with a second auto-
mobile or other conveyance under this chapter
if—

‘““(A) the Secretary receives satisfactory evi-
dence that the automobile or other conveyance
previously purchased with assistance under this
chapter was destroyed—

“(i) as a result of a natural or other disaster,
as determined by the Secretary; and

““(ii) through no fault of the eligible person;
and

‘““(B) the eligible person does not otherwise re-
ceive from a property insurer compensation for
the loss.”.

(f) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each year, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the assistance provided or action taken
by the Secretary in the last fiscal year pursuant
to the authorities added by the amendments
made by this section.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report submitted under
paragraph (1) shall include the following for the
fiscal year covered by the report:

(A) A description of each natural disaster for
which assistance was provided or action was
taken as described in paragraph (1).

(B) The number of cases or individuals, as the
case may be, in which or to whom the Secretary
provided assistance or took action as described
in paragraph (1).

(C) For each such case or individual, a de-
scription of the type or amount of assistance or
action taken, as the case may be.

(9) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect on the date that
is one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

SEC. 702. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN EXPIRING PRO-
VISIONS OF LAW.

(a) POOL OF MORTGAGE LOANS.—Section
3720(h)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘December 31,
2011 and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2016°°.

(b) LOAN FEES.—Section 3729(b)(2) is amend-
ed—
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(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘October 1,
2016’ and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2017”°; and

(B) in clause (iv), by striking ‘“‘October 1,
2016’ and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2017°’;

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(4) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘October 1, 2016’
and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2017”’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘October 1, 2016’
and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2017’;

(3) in subparagraph (C)—

(4) in clause (i), by striking “‘October 1, 2016’
and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2017”°; and

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘October 1, 2016’
and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2017”’; and

(4) in subparagraph (D)—

(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘October 1, 2016’
and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2017”’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘October 1, 2016’
and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2017"°.

(c) TEMPORARY ADJUSTMENT OF MAXIMUM
HOME LOAN GUARANTY AMOUNT.—Section 501 of
the Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 2008
(Public Law 110-389; 122 Stat. 4175; 38 U.S.C.
3703 note) is amended by striking ‘‘December 31,
2011 and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014°°.

SEC. 703. REQUIREMENT FOR PLAN FOR REG-
ULAR ASSESSMENT OF EMPLOYEES
OF VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINIS-
TRATION WHO HANDLE PROCESSING
OF CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION
AND PENSION.

Not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a plan that describes how the Secretary
will—

(1) regularly assess the skills and com-
petencies of appropriate employees and man-
agers of the Veterans Benefits Administration
who are responsible for processing claims for
compensation and pension benefits administered
by the Secretary;

(2) provide training to those employees whose
skills and competencies are assessed as unsatis-
factory by the regular assessment described in
paragraph (1), to remediate deficiencies in such
skills and competencies;

(3) reassess the skills and competencies of em-
ployees who receive training as described in
paragraph (2); and

(4) take appropriate personnel action if, fol-
lowing training and reassessment as described
in paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively, skills
and competencies remain unsatisfactory.

SEC. 704. MODIFICATION OF PROVISION RELAT-
ING TO REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR
AMBULANCE SERVICES.

Section 111(b)(3)(C) is amended by striking
“under subparagraph (B)’’ and inserting ‘‘to or
from a Department facility’.

SEC. 705. CHANGE IN COLLECTION AND
VERIFICATION OF VETERAN INCOME.

Section 1722(f)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘the
previous year’ and inserting ‘‘the most recent
year for which information is available’ .

SEC. 706. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
ENFORCEMENT PENALTIES FOR MIS-
REPRESENTATION OF A BUSINESS
CONCERN AS A SMALL BUSINESS
CONCERN OWNED AND CONTROLLED
BY VETERANS OR AS A SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERN OWNED AND CON-
TROLLED BY SERVICE-DISABLED
VETERANS.

Subsection (g) of section 8127 is amended—

(1) by striking “Any business’’ and inserting
‘(1) Any business’’;

(2) in paragraph (1), as so designated—

(A) by inserting “willfully and intentionally’
before ‘‘misrepresented’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘a reasonable period of time,
as determined by the Secretary’ and inserting
“‘a period of not less than five years’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

“(2) In the case of a debarment under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall commence debar-
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ment action against the business concern by not
later than 30 days after determining that the
concern willfully and intentionally misrepre-
sented the status of the concern as described in
paragraph (1) and shall complete debarment ac-
tions against such concern by not later than 90
days after such determination.

“(3) The debarment of a business concern
under paragraph (1) includes the debarment of
all principals in the business concern for a pe-
riod of not less than five years.”’.

SEC. 707. QUARTERLY REPORTS TO CONGRESS
ON CONFERENCES SPONSORED BY
THE DEPARTMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 5 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§517. Quarterly reports to Congress on con-
ferences sponsored by the Department

‘““(a) QUARTERLY REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not
later than 30 days after the end of each fiscal
quarter, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report on covered con-
ferences.

““(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—Each report under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

‘(1) An accounting of the final costs to the
Department of each covered conference occur-
ring during the fiscal quarter preceding the date
on which the report is submitted, including the
costs related to—

“(A) transportation and parking;

“(B) per diem payments;

“(C) lodging;

‘(D) rental of halls, auditoriums, or other
spaces;

‘“(E) rental of equipment;

“(F) refreshments;

“(G) entertainment;

““(H) contractors; and

“(I) brochures or other printed media.

“(2) The total estimated costs to the Depart-
ment for covered conferences occurring during
the fiscal quarter in which the report is sub-
mitted.

“(c) COVERED CONFERENCE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘covered conference’ means a
conference, meeting, or other similar forum that
is sponsored or co-sponsored by the Department
and is—

‘(1) attended by 50 or more individuals, in-
cluding one or more employees of the Depart-
ment; or

““(2) estimated to cost the Department at least
$20,000.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by adding after the item relating to section
516 the following:

“5617. Quarterly reports to Congress on con-

ferences sponsored by the Department.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 517 of title 38,
United States Code, as added by subsection (a),
shall take effect on October 1, 2012, and shall
apply with respect to the first quarter of fiscal
year 2013 and each quarter thereafter.

SEC. 708. PUBLICATION OF DATA ON EMPLOY-
MENT OF CERTAIN VETERANS BY
FEDERAL CONTRACTORS.

Section 4212(d) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

“(3) The Secretary of Labor shall establish
and maintain an Internet website on which the
Secretary of Labor shall publicly disclose the in-
formation reported to the Secretary of Labor by
contractors under paragraph (1).”.

SEC. 709. VETSTAR AWARD PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 532 is amended—

(1) by striking “‘The Secretary may’’ and in-
serting (a) ADVERTISING IN NATIONAL
MEDIA.—The Secretary may’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(b) VETSTAR AWARD PROGRAM.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall establish an award program, to be
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known as the ‘VetStar Award Program’, to rec-
ognize annually businesses for their contribu-
tions to veterans’ employment.

‘““(2) The Secretary shall establish a process
for the administration of the award program, in-
cluding criteria for—

““(A) categories and sectors of businesses eligi-
ble for recognition each year; and

““(B) objective measures to be used in selecting
businesses to receive the award.” .

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of such
section is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: *; VetStar Award Program’’.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sections
at the beginning of chapter 5 is amended by
striking the item relating to section 532 and in-
serting the following new item:

““532. Authority to advertise in national

media; VetStar Award Program.”.
SEC. 710. EXTENDED PERIOD OF PROTECTIONS
FOR MEMBERS OF UNIFORMED
SERVICES RELATING TO MORT-
GAGES, MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE,
AND EVICTION.

(a) STAY OF PROCEEDINGS AND PERIOD OF AD-
JUSTMENT OF OBLIGATIONS RELATING TO REAL
OR PERSONAL PROPERTY.—Section 303(b) of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. App.
533(b)) is amended by striking ‘“‘within 9
months’ and inserting ‘‘within one year’’.

(b) PERIOD OF RELIEF FROM SALE, FORE-
CLOSURE, OR SEIZURE.—Section 303(c) of such
Act (50 U.S.C. App. 533(c)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘within 9 months” and inserting ‘‘within
one year’’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsections (a) and (b) shall take effect on
the date that is 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(d) EXTENSION OF SUNSET.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
subsections (a) and (b) shall expire on December
31, 2014.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection (c)
of section 2203 of the Housing and Economic Re-
covery Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-289; 50
U.S.C. App. 533 note) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘““(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act.”’.

(3) REVIVAL.—Effective January 1, 2015, the
provisions of subsections (b) and (c) of section
303 of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50
U.S.C. App. 533), as in effect on July 29, 2008,
are hereby revived.

(e) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 540 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall submit
to Congress a report on the protections provided
under section 303 of such Act (50 U.S.C. App
533) during the five-year period ending on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall include, for the period described
in such paragraph, the following:

(A) An assessment of the effects of such sec-
tion on the long-term financial well-being of
servicemembers and their families.

(B) The number of servicemembers who faced
foreclosure during a 90-day period, 270-day pe-
riod, or 365-day period beginning on the date on
which the servicemembers completed a period of
military service.

(C) The number of servicemembers who ap-
plied for a stay or adjustment under subsection
(b) of such section.

(D) A description and assessment of the effect
of applying for a stay or adjustment under such
subsection on the financial well-being of the
servicemembers who applied for such a stay or
adjustment.

(E) An assessment of the Secretary of De-
fense’s partnerships with public and private sec-
tor entities and recommendations on how the
Secretary should modify such partnerships to
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improve financial education and counseling for
servicemembers in order to assist them in achiev-
ing long-term financial stability.

(3) PERIOD OF MILITARY SERVICE AND SERVICE-
MEMBER DEFINED.—In this subsection, the terms
“period of military service’’ and ‘‘servicemem-
ber’’ have the meanings given such terms in sec-
tion 101 of such Act (50 U.S.C. App. 511).

Amend the title so as to read: ‘“‘An
Act A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to furnish hospital care
and medical services to veterans who
were stationed at Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina, while the water was contami-
nated at Camp Lejeune, to improve the
provision of housing assistance to vet-
erans and their families, and for other
purposes.’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself as much time as I might
consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers would have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and
add any extraneous material on the bill
under consideration

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. As the chair-
man of the House Committee on Vet-
erans Affairs, I rise in support of the
Senate amendments to H.R. 1627. This
is a comprehensive, bipartisan, bi-
cameral legislative package to provide
for the needs of veterans, their families
and survivors through improved health
care, housing, education, and memorial
services.

In addition, the Senate amendments
to H.R. 1627 would improve the ac-
countability and transparency of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, ensur-
ing that VA is responsible to those it
serves, our American veterans.

As the title of this bill implies, this
legislation would authorize VA health
care services for veterans and their
families for certain illnesses that
manifested as a result of exposure to
water contamination at Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina, during a 30-year span
that ended in 1987.

I want to specifically acknowledge
the efforts of retired Marine Master
Sergeant Jerry Ensminger, whose dog-
ged efforts to seek answers from the
government and justice for the victims
of the water contamination inspired
this bill. In honor of Jerry’s daughter,
Janey, who died of leukemia at the age
of 9 after time spent at Camp Lejeune
when the water was contaminated,
title I of this bill bears her name.

Finally, I thank Representative BRAD
MILLER and Senator RICHARD BURR, the
original sponsors of the Camp Lejeune
legislation in the House and the Sen-
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ate, for their leadership. And although
this legislation represents a hard-
fought victory, we must not forget
those who are no longer with us to see
it become law.

I think when Senator BURR said this,
he said it best:

Unfortunately, many who were exposed
have died as a result and are not here to re-
ceive the care this bill can provide. While I
wish we could have accomplished this years
ago, we now have the opportunity to do the
right thing for thousands who were harmed
during their service to our country.

And I couldn’t agree more.

In addition to the veterans of Camp
Lejeune, section 106 of this bill con-
tains legislation the chairwoman of the
Subcommittee on Health, Ms.
BUERKLE, introduced, H.R. 2074, the
Veterans Sexual Assault Prevention
Act. The section and her bill, which
passed the House last year, would ad-
dress the serious failure of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to prevent
and report sexual assault incidents and
corresponding flaws in the security of
their facilities. It creates a fundamen-
tally safer environment for our vet-
erans and VA employees by requiring
an accountable and comprehensive
oversight system.

I want to express my personal appre-
ciation to Ms. BUERKLE for her advo-
cacy on behalf of women and all of our
veterans. In just 2 short years, she has
proven herself to be a committed and
strong voice for servicemembers and
veterans, not only in the State of New
York, but across this country.

Her considerable expertise as a nurse,
a lawyer, and a mother of six was the
reason I chose her to be the chair-
woman of the Subcommittee on
Health, and I can tell you that in the
roll that she has played, she has never
wavered from doing what is right for
all of our veterans.

The bill also includes several worthy
legislative proposals to improve health
care services brought forth from our
Members on both sides of the aisle and
in both Chambers, the House and in the
Senate.

This bill also addresses several other
areas where we will be able to expand
and improve health care for veterans.
It would allow for greater flexibility in
VA payments to State veterans homes,
break down barriers to care for vet-
erans with traumatic brain injury,
clarify the access rights of service dogs
on VA property, and improve care for
rural elderly and homeless veterans.

This bill also addresses several im-
portant matters related to veterans’
housing. Because many of our return-
ing wounded warriors need assistance
modifying their residences to meet
their needs, this bill would reauthorize
and expand several provisions relating
to the Specially Adapted Housing
Grant Program.

These grants provide funding to eligi-
ble disabled veterans and servicemem-
bers who adapt homes that they own or
homes that they are currently living in
to meet their daily needs. Adaptations
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can include grab bars in bathrooms,
widening doorways for wheelchairs, or
constructing a wheelchair ramp. These
grants are imperative to affording vet-
erans the level of independent living
that they were accustomed to prior to
their injury and that they may not be
able to otherwise enjoy.

As many of us are aware, far too
many of our veterans have found them-
selves on hard times and are homeless
or are at risk for homelessness. To
combat this problem, this bill would
authorize funding for additional hous-
ing options for homeless veterans to
help them gain stability and obtain ac-
cess to other treatment and services
that they may need from VA.

The next area of the bill would be in
addressing education. We all know that
we have provided a very generous ben-
efit to the veterans in the post-9/11 GI
Bill. The problem is that we have never
really tracked the performance of the
bill or if the benefits are effective in
training veterans to be leaders of to-
morrow. Therefore, this legislation
would increase our oversight of post-9/
11 educational benefits by requiring an-
nual reports to Congress on the effec-
tiveness of these benefits and how
they’re being utilized.

I want to thank my friend, Congress-
man GUS BILIRAKIS, for introducing
this provision in H.R. 2274 and for his
leadership on improving transparency
for the post-9/11 GI Bill.

Another critical area addressed by
this legislation is that of veteran bene-
fits. Over the last 3 years, we’ve seen
the disability claims backlog grow ex-
ponentially, with more than 900,000
claims now awaiting decisions. Fifty
percent of those have been pending for
a period of 1256 days or more. Despite
repeated promises from VA to break
the backlog, it continues to grow.

Therefore, the provisions of this bill
that address benefit matters will assist
in processing claims more efficiently:

First, it would allow veterans to
automatically waive regional office re-
view of evidence submitted directly to
the Board of Veterans Appeals for
claims in appellate status;

Second, it would allow veterans in
need of assistance with claims to have
a signatory on their behalf assist them
with the claims process;

Third, it would modernize VA’s stat-
utory duty to assist by authorizing
electronic communications, poten-
tially saving weeks in a claim’s proc-
essing time;

Fourth, to alleviate the burdens of
redundant paperwork, veterans would
now be able to file jointly for Social
Security and indemnity compensation;

Finally, to promote accountability of
individual claims processors, VA would
be required to present a plan in 6
months on how it will take corrective
action when their employees need
training to do their jobs well.
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I want to thank my friend Mr. RUN-
YAN from New Jersey, the chairman of
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the Subcommittee on Disability Assist-
ance and Memorial Affairs, for his
dedication to our Nation’s veterans and
for his focus on advancing legislation
such as H.R. 2349, which will achieve
measurable results in alleviating the
backlog of claims.

While many of these provisions that I
have discussed thus far have focused on
our efforts to honor our commitment
to the brave men and women who serve
our Nation, including those
transitioning from the recent conflicts
in Iraq and Afghanistan, we must also
continue our commitment to our fallen
heroes. Accordingly, this bill also sets
out specific criteria that prohibit dis-
ruptions and protests of funerals of
members of the Armed Forces at VA
national cemeteries and at Arlington
National Cemetery, including the im-
position of criminal and civil liability
for violations of these restrictions.

In addition, given the sacred nature
of Arlington National Cemetery, a
name synonymous with honoring
American freedom, this legislation
would codify a prohibition on the res-
ervation of grave sites at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, with very limited ex-
ceptions. I worked closely with Mr.
RUNYAN on this prohibition to ensure
that many future generations of Amer-
ican heroes will be buried and honored
at Arlington National Cemetery. 1
want to thank him again for his leader-
ship on this issue and for originally in-
troducing H.R. 1484.

Similarly, I introduced the original
measure on H.R. 1627, which would
place restrictions on the type and
placement of monuments at Arlington
National Cemetery due to the fact that
the cemetery, itself, is a monument.
Arlington National Cemetery is a
unique national treasure. It is for this
reason that this legislation is nec-
essary to ensure that the integrity of
the cemetery is preserved both in its
utilization of land with the placement
of monuments and with its allocation
of grave sites.

Finally, this comprehensive legisla-
tive package also contains several mis-
cellaneous provisions affecting our Na-
tion’s veterans. Although these areas
may not receive as much attention,
such as health care or benefits, they
are no less important to improving the
lives of the veterans of this country.

I want to thank the ranking member,
Mr. FILNER, as well as the chairman
and ranking member of the Senate
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Sen-
ator MURRAY and Senator BURR, for
their insight and cooperation on ad-
vancing this compromise bill today.

I want to reiterate that this bill is
paid for both in its mandatory and dis-
cretionary costs via offsets that have
been used many times by this com-
mittee and that have historically been
supported by both sides of the aisle.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to insert a floor colloquy
between me and the gentleman from
Maine (Mr. MICHAUD).
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Once again,
I thank all of the members of the com-
mittee, as well as the staffs of the
House and the Senate on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, for their work on this bill, and I
urge all Members to support the Senate
amendments to H.R. 1627.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. Speaker, the Committees have prepared
an explanation of certain provisions contained
in the amendment to H.R. 1627, as amended,
to reflect a Compromise Agreement between
the Committees. Differences between the pro-
visions contained in the Compromise Agree-
ment and the related provisions of the House
Bills and the Senate Bills are noted in this
document, except for clerical corrections, con-
forming changes made necessary by the
Compromise Agreement, and minor drafting,
technical, and clarifying changes. This Explan-
atory Statement is contained in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD of July 18, 2012.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in strong support of H.R.
1627, as amended, the Honoring Amer-
ica’s Veterans and Caring for Camp
Lejeune Families Act of 2012. This bill
represents the hard work of both
Chambers and of both sides of the aisle.

I want to thank Chairman MILLER
and Ranking Member FILNER, as well
as Senator MURRAY and Senator BURR
and all of my colleagues on the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committees in both
Chambers, for all of the work that
went into crafting this legislation.

This bill provides health care bene-
fits to veterans and family members
who have suffered illnesses due to expo-
sure to harmful chemicals through
drinking contaminated water while
stationed at Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina.

This bill also provides important im-
provements to enable the VA to better
care for veterans living in rural areas.
These veterans constitute 40 percent of
the veterans who seek care at VA.
These improvements include: waiving
the collections of copayments for vet-
erans who use telehealth or telemedi-
cine services; authorizing VA to pay
travel benefits to veterans seeking care
at vet centers; requiring VA to estab-
lish and operate Centers of Excellence
for rural health research, education,
and clinical activities; finally, requir-
ing VA to create a system for the con-
sultation and assessment of mental
health, traumatic brain injury, and
other conditions through teleconsulta-
tion.

A provision I am particularly proud
of will improve the care provided to
our elderly veterans and to those who
are 70-percent disabled or higher in our
State veterans’ nursing homes.

This bill makes improvements in the
area of veterans’ benefits and the
claims process. One such improvement,
a provision based on a measure intro-
duced by Ranking Member FILNER, en-
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ables a veteran or a family member, on
an appeal, to waive the current re-
quirement that new evidence be first
considered by the VA. This provision
would enable the Board of Veterans’
Appeals to review evidence submitted
directly to it instead of waiting for a
redecision at the agency level.

This bill includes important housing
provisions as well. One provision would
help veterans with vision impairments
and veterans residing temporarily in
housing owned by a family member by
aligning VA’s definition of ‘‘blindness”’
with the definition of ‘‘blindness”
under existing Federal laws.

This bill provides that the amount
made available to veterans who receive
a temporary residence adaptation
grant is not counted against the max-
imum allowable under the Specially
Adapted Housing program. Also, this
bill makes permanent the authority of
VA to guarantee adjustable rate and
hybrid rate mortgages.

Mr. Speaker, I have only highlighted
a few of the important parts of this bill
that were found in H.R. 1627, as amend-
ed. I would encourage my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support this
very important veterans’ measure.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I am happy to yield such time as she
may consume to the chairwoman of the
Subcommittee on Health, the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. BUERKLE).

Ms. BUERKLE. I rise in support of
the Senate amendments to H.R. 1627,
the Honoring American Veterans and
Caring for Camp Lejeune Families Act
of 2012.

Included in this bill are provisions
that reflect the oversight work of the
Subcommittee on Health, which I am
honored to chair. Central to the health
care portion of this legislation is sec-
tion 106, which would require the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to de-
velop and implement a comprehensive
policy on the prevention, monitoring,
reporting, and tracking of sexual as-
saults and other safety incidents that
occur at VA medical facilities.

This provision was originally passed
in the House last year in H.R. 2074, as
amended, the Veterans Sexual Assault
Prevention Act. I introduced this
measure last year in response to a dis-
turbing GAO report, which found that
between 2007 and 2010 some 284 in-
stances of alleged sexual assault oc-
curred in VA medical facilities around
the country. As a former registered
nurse and domestic violence counselor,
I am all too familiar with the corrosive
and harmful effects sexual and physical
violence can have in the lives of its vic-
tims. Abusive behavior, like the kind
documented by the GAO, is unaccept-
able. For it to be found in what should
be an environment of healing for our
honored veterans is simply unforgiv-
able.

This bill would establish and enforce
critically important actions to correct
the serious safety vulnerabilities, secu-
rity problems, and oversight failures
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by VA leadership that threaten the
safety of veterans who seek care
through the Department and of the
hardworking employees who provide
that care. I am confident that the com-
prehensive requirements mandated in
this bill will resolve the deficiencies
the GAO uncovered and ensure that the
VA health care system is a safe and se-
cure place for our veterans and their
families to seek care.

I have been working furiously since
last October, when this provision first
passed the House, to get it through the
Senate and signed into law by the
President. I am very pleased and re-
lieved that the day has finally come—
and not a moment too soon—for those
who need it. However, my oversight
does not stop at the President’s desk.
With this statement, I am putting the
VA on notice that I will remain vigi-
lant in ensuring that the legislation is
implemented swiftly, as intended, to
protect veterans and employees at VA
medical facilities.

Also included in this bill, Mr. Speak-
er, is a measure that would allow for
greater flexibility in establishing rates
for reimbursements to State homes for
nursing home care that is provided to
certain service-connected veterans.
This proposal was also included in H.R.
2074.

0 1630

I want to thank the gentleman from
Maine and ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Health for his very hard
work in introducing this provision and
the manner in which he continues to
embody a true bipartisan spirit to ad-
vance legislation for the benefit of our
veterans, as well as their families. Ad-
ditionally, the bill includes a measure
to expand the ability of worthy non-
profit entities to obtain grants to pro-
vide services for homeless veterans.

Our colleague from the State of
Washington, DAVE REICHERT, has been
a strong advocate for establishing
these important enhancements. I am
pleased that this provision he intro-
duced is included in the bill. I'm
pleased that this provision for which he
has been a strong advocate has been in-
cluded. There are so many other impor-
tant provisions, including improving
rehabilitative care to veterans with
traumatic brain injury, waiving the
collection of co-payments for tele-
health and telemedicine, establishing
an initiative to expand beneficiary
travel reimbursements to veterans,
clarifying the access rights of service
dogs on VA property and VA facilities,
and providing medical care for certain
veterans and their families who were
exposed to contaminated water at
Camp Lejeune.

It has been an honor for me, Mr.
Speaker, to work with my colleagues
in the House and the Senate on this
legislation. In particular, I am grateful
for the hard work, as well as the lead-
ership, of our chairman, Mr. MILLER of
Florida.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
legislation.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL).

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted that we are finally addressing
the problem before the House, and I
rise in strong support of H.R. 1627, the
Honoring America’s Veterans and Car-
ing for Camp Lejeune Families Act.
This is long overdue.

The most noteworthy thing we can
observe about the behavior of the mili-
tary leadership is they have been unco-
operative and have been most diligent
in obfuscating the problem and seeing
to it that the matter has been unduly
dawdled over while our military per-
sonnel were both put at risk and placed
in a position where their families also
shared that risk and hazard. I want to
thank Chairman MILLER, Ranking
Member FILNER, the gentleman from
North Carolina, Mr. MILLER, and my
dear friend, Mr. MICHAUD, for the
things that they have done to see to it
that finally justice is being done.

The victims of the Camp Lejeune
contamination disaster have waited
too long for justice for themselves and
for their families. The passage of this
legislation today is an important first
step in moving forward and providing
for the victims of what has been a long
and ongoing tragedy. It is also evidence
that there is still a great need for us to
see to it that the military cooperates
in these kinds of investigations and see
to it that the military goes beyond
that and that they conduct a cleanup
of the military facilities where we send
our military personnel and their fami-
lies.

In 2004, I conducted a series of inves-
tigations into this and other contami-
nation problems as the ranking mem-
ber of the House Committee on Energy
and Commerce. After meeting with the
Marine Corps personnel and Master
Sergeant Jerry Ensminger, whose
daughter died of a rare form of leu-
kemia at the age of 9, I must confess
that I can come to no conclusion other
than that that was caused by where her
father had been serving and the fact
that the military had not been diligent
in cleaning up its messes.

These investigations revealed a great
coverup and much foot dragging and
obfuscation on the part of the Depart-
ment of the Navy to properly deal with
the consequences of the contamination.
They also showed other failures by the
Department of Defense in other places,
including installations in far distant
points of service like Japan.

With the passage of this bill, vet-
erans of Camp Lejeune and their fami-
lies who also served there are going to
receive some measure of justice and
help in addressing the problems they
have because of where they were com-
pelled to serve and because of lack of
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diligence on the part of the military to
see that they were properly cared for.
They will now be eligible, if they
served between 1957 and 1987, to receive
VA health benefits for illnesses con-
nected with that contamination.

While the passage of this legislation
is a success, we all know there’s much
more to be done. The veterans deserve
the presumptions of the service connec-
tion in the bill to ensure that they re-
ceive important benefits to which they
are due. That is simply a proper con-
cern for our veterans and for their safe-
ty. They and their families should not
be put at unnecessary risk by places
that they serve solely by reason of the
fact that they serve at a particular
place and because of slothful, improper
behavior by the Department of Defense
higher-ups and because of coverups in
which they did not cooperate in seeing
to the proper safeguards of our Federal
employees there and our military per-
sonnel who were serving there involun-
tarily as a part of their superb con-
tribution to the safety of this Nation.

The fight continues, and I'm hopeful
that we can continue to bring justice
to the victims of Camp Lejeune, and to
see to it that others of our military are
not put at risk because of slothful, im-
proper, and dilatory behavior by the
Department of Defense.

I ask my colleagues here to under-
stand our duty in seeing to it that the
families of our military and our mili-
tary personnel are not put at risk by
where they serve or by indifferent and
careless behavior of their government.
The government has a duty not just to
see to it that our military personnel
are made whole, but they do have the
duty to see to it that our military
bases and military service are not put
at risk by actions which make the
points of service of our military unnec-
essarily risky because of contamina-
tion in the places where our military
and their families live and work.

Here we have another high duty, and
that is to see to it that the military
personnel are kept safe with their fam-
ilies at their side as they serve in the
military bases.

The Military leadership must recognize their
responsibility not to put our soldiers, sailors
and airmen at risk by reason of the places
they serve. They confront enough risk from
their duty, without careless and indifferent be-
havior of their superiors, who first disregard
safety of the facilities, and then expand the
risk by reason of cover ups and obfuscation of
the facts and the need to clean up messes un-
necessarily caused and improperly denied.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
how much time is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida has 5 minutes re-
maining, and the gentleman from
Maine has 11%2 minutes remaining.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I am happy to yield 2 minutes to the
chairman of the Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Opportunity, Mr. STUTZMAN,
from the great State of Indiana.

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chairman for yielding and
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for his leadership on the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee.

I rise in strong support for the Sen-
ate amendments to H.R. 1627. The bill
is a product of many months of bipar-
tisan work to improve the lives of our
veterans and their families.

I’'m very proud of sections 706 and 707,
which contained provisions I intro-
duced in H.R. 1657 and H.R. 2302 respec-
tively. Section 706 would tighten the
process to debar firms that willfully
and intentionally misrepresent them-
selves as veteran or service-disabled
veteran-owned small businesses by
stipulating a 5-year debarment period
from contracting with the VA for the
company and its principals. Section 706
would also require VA to complete the
debarment no later than 90 days after
such finding.

Mr. Speaker, section 707 of the under-
lying bill would require VA to provide
a quarterly report to Congress on the
cost of the Department’s conferences.
Every year, VA spends millions of dol-
lars on conferences. While I understand
the need for such meetings, recent his-
tory is sufficient to demand an ac-
counting so Congress can provide prop-
er oversight of such spending. Section
707 would require VA to report on con-
ferences costing $20,000 or more or on
conferences attended by 50 or more
people, including at least one VA em-
ployee. It would also require VA to es-
timate the cost of conferences to be
held during the quarter in which the
report is provided.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, for our vet-
erans and their families, I urge my col-
leagues to support the Senate amend-
ments to H.R. 1627.

O 1640

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. MIL-
LER).

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the Department of the Navy
has known for 30 years that the drink-
ing water at Camp Lejeune was con-
taminated. They’ve known for 20 years
exactly what chemicals were in the
water. The science may have been slow
to develop on the effects of exposure to
those chemicals, but they knew better
than to say there was nothing to worry
about, which is what they did.

The Navy concealed information
from Marines and their families who
drank the water, cooked with it, and
bathed in it. They withheld informa-
tion from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and from Congress. And they have
shamefully failed to take responsi-
bility for the contaminated water.

Senator BURR and I introduced com-
panion bills 2 years ago to provide
treatment for certain diseases associ-
ated with exposure to the water. That
legislation, the Janey Ensminger Act,
is title I of this bill. Justice requires at
least the benefits the Janey Ensminger
Act provides.

I thank Chairman MILLER and the
Veterans’ Affairs Committee for bring-
ing this bill to the floor.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. If I might in-
quire how many further requests for
time the gentleman from Maine (Mr.
MICHAUD) has.

Mr. MICHAUD. I have one further re-
quest for time, and then I am prepared
to close.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. I will reserve
the balance of my time at this point.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 2 minutes to the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALO-
NEY).

Mrs. MALONEY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding and for his hard
work on this bill and in so many other
areas in our Congress, not just for vet-
erans and the military, but in a large
array of areas, from health to national
security, where he has been a leader.

I rise in strong support today of H.R.
1627, as amended, the Honoring Amer-
ica’s Veterans and Caring for Camp
Lejeune Families Act of 2012. This rep-
resents the hard work of both sides of
the aisle. I thank Chairman MILLER,
Ranking Member FILNER, as well as the
gentleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD)
and Representative MILLER from North
Carolina on our side who have been
leaders on this issue.

I am particularly proud to rise in
support of this legislation to finally
give medical coverage and justice to
those military families previously sta-
tioned at Camp Lejeune where, for
three decades—three decades—thou-
sands of Marines and their families
consumed water contaminated with
toxic chemicals that likely led to very
serious illnesses.

Because of travesties like this, I au-
thored an amendment to the 2012 De-
fense authorization bill prohibiting the
secrecy of information about water
contamination on our military bases. I
asked Secretary Panetta for trans-
parency to help strike the necessary
balance between safeguarding our na-
tional interests and preventing another
Camp Lejeune scandal from happening
that endangers the health of our mili-
tary families here on the soil of our
country.

I strongly support this bill because
this is a big step in making sure that
our veterans are continuously cared for
throughout their deployment and
thereafter here at home and are not
put at risk for their health.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. With re-
spect to the gentleman’s earlier re-
quest to enter a colloquy that was
granted earlier, the Chair would clarify
that a colloquy may not be inserted
into the RECORD but that two state-
ments may be inserted independently
under general leave.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I have one other speaker that had a
late train that I was trying to wait on,
but apparently he is not going to be
able to make it. So I am prepared to
close after Mr. MICHAUD closes.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I am
particularly pleased with this package
because it also includes legislation
that I have been working on for well
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over 2 years that will ensure that our
severely disabled and elderly veterans
are able to get the care they need. Spe-
cifically, my bill requires the VA to
enter into contracts or provider agree-
ments with State Veterans Nursing
Homes in order to get the reimburse-
ment that they adequately need to
take care of our veterans.

Without this legislation, State Vet-
erans Homes will not get reimbursed
properly for the services they provide
for our veterans. According to data
from the National Association of State
Veterans Homes, the average rate for
care is roughly $359 per veteran per
day, while VA only reimburses the
homes $235 per day. This difference of
$124 per day amounts to over $45,000 per
year for each covered veteran. And
with approximately 25,000 beds nation-
wide, the financial burden on State
Veterans Homes could become crip-
pling.

Passing this legislation into law will
ensure that our State Veterans Homes
are paid adequately for the services
they provide and can continue to serve
our veterans that are in need of those
services.

I want to thank Chairman MILLER
and Ranking Member FILNER for their
support of this bill and for working to
bring this legislation to the floor. Our
veterans will be better off as a result.

I also would like to thank Chair-
woman BUERKLE for her efforts as well,
working in a bipartisan manner, and
staff on both the majority and minor-
ity sides for bringing this bill forward,

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
Mr. MILLER. He had mentioned earlier
about a colloquy. If those colloquies
are entered separately, will that be
made a part of the RECORD?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is correct.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
if we could go ahead and do the col-
loquy at this time, that way we’ll
make sure it’s in the RECORD.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to ask my colleague about section
102 of the bill. That provides medical
care for certain medical conditions for
veterans and their families who lived
at Camp Lejeune from 1957 through
1987.

There is one provision applicable to
family members where VA would reim-
burse family members for health care
services provided under this section
but only after they exhaust reasonably
available alternative reimbursements.

I want to ensure that this language is
not read to mean that family members
must actually file suit under the Fed-
eral Tort Claims Act or even come to
end of litigation under a suit filed
under the Federal Tort Claims Act to
ensure the medical care offered by this
provision. Can my colleague confirm
this?

Mr. MILLER of Florida. I thank the
gentleman for the question. It allows
me to reassure those veterans and fam-
ily members in the strongest terms
possible that this language, which does
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appear in section 1787(b)(3) of title 38 of
the U.S. Code, absolutely does not—
does not—require that any suit be filed
under the Federal Tort Claims Act in
order to secure this medical care as
long as they meet the other require-
ments of the bill.

As you have noticed, that provision
only requires exhaustion of ‘‘reason-
ably available’” remedies. In the legis-
lation, we are explicit that we want
this care to be provided for family
members even though at the present
time, there is insufficient medical evi-
dence to conclude that the illnesses or
conditions listed in the bill are attrib-
utable to those exposures.

For this and other reasons sur-
rounding litigation under the Federal
Tort Claims Act, such an FTCA remedy
can’t be considered to be ‘‘reasonably
available.” To require exhaustion
under the Federal Tort Claims Act
would go completely against the intent
of this piece of legislation to make this
medical care available to these family
members for these conditions so long
as VA is considered the final payer as
far as other third-party health plans.

Mr. MICHAUD. I thank the gen-
tleman.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I have no fur-
ther requests for time, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

O 1650

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I once again encourage all Members to
support the Senate amendments to
H.R. 1627, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. RUNYAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 1627, as amended, “The Honoring of
America’s Veterans and Caring for Camp
Lejeune Families Act of 2012.”

There are several components to this legis-
lation, and they are all aimed toward improv-
ing veterans’ lives after their selfless sacrifice
to our nation.

| would like to draw attention to the provi-
sions that ensure the Veterans’ benefits proc-
ess is more efficient, accountable, and fair for
all Veterans and their families.

Section 703 of H.R. 1627 addresses the
minimalist approach the VA has adopted in
complying with its employee skills certification
mandate.

This provision would address disparities in
experience and training, while facilitating the
individual accountability of employees.

The VA would conduct testing procedures
that indicate basic competency of all claims
processors and managers.

Test results indicating less than satisfactory
scores on the exam would necessitate an indi-
vidualized remediation program to aid them in
improving their areas of deficiency.

Repeated failure after remediation would re-
quire the VA to take necessary personnel ac-
tions.

Additionally, Section 504 implements the
use of electronic communication within the VA
in providing notices of responsibility to claim-
ants.

It also removes administrative provisions
which have slowed down the processing of
Veteran’s disability claims.

In total, this section would increase effi-
ciency and help modernize the VA by author-
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izing the most effective means available for
communication while simultaneously removing
administrative red tape.

Lastly, another provision that would reduce
the claims backlog is Section 505, which clari-
fies the meaning of the VA’s duty to assist
claimants in obtaining evidence needed to
verify a claim.

As a result, this section establishes a clear
and reasonable standard for private record re-
quests as “not less than two requests.”

In addition, this section will encourage
claimants to take a proactive role in the claims
process.

| would like to take the remaining time to
commend and thank the Committee for work-
ing with me in addressing the concerns affili-
ated with Arlington National Cemetery.

As Chairman of the House Veterans Affairs
Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs
Subcommittee, DAMA, | am very pleased that
our Committee continues to improve the ways
in which we honor our veterans and preserve
Arlington National Cemetery, ANC, as the sa-
cred final resting place for those who have
given the ultimate sacrifice in service to our
country.

As a member of both the House Veterans
Affairs and House Armed Services Commit-
tees, with a large veterans population and joint
military installation in my home District, it has
been an honor to join my colleagues in sup-
port of H.R. 1627, as amended, and to work
in a bipartisan manner on behalf of veterans.

| would like to thank each of them for their
tireless support on behalf of our veterans—the
heroes who protect the freedoms we all enjoy.
| know they share my commitment to ensuring
that we take care of our veterans and military
servicemembers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules
and concur in the Senate amendments
to the bill, H.R. 1627.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
amendments were concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ACCEPTANCE OF RELINQUISH-
MENT OF RAILROAD RIGHT OF
WAY NEAR PIKE NATIONAL FOR-
EST, COLORADO

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4073) to authorize the Secretary
of Agriculture to accept the quitclaim,
disclaimer, and relinquishment of a
railroad right of way within and adja-
cent to Pike National Forest in El
Paso County, Colorado, originally
granted to the Mt. Manitou Park and
Incline Railway Company pursuant to
the Act of March 3, 1875, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4073

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. ACCEPTANCE OF RELINQUISHMENT
OF RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY BY
MANITOU AND PIKES PEAK RAILWAY
COMPANY, COLORADO, OVER NA-
TIONAL FOREST SYSTEM LAND.

(a) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT.—Notwithstanding
the Act of March 8, 1922 (43 U.S.C. 912), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture may accept the quitclaim,
disclaimer, and relinquishment by the Manitou
and Pikes Peak Railway Company, successor in
interest to the Mt. Manitou Park and Incline
Railway Company, of a right of way, more fully
described in subsection (b), within and adjacent
to Pike National Forest that was originally
granted by the Secretary to the Mt. Manitou
Park and Incline Railway Company pursuant to
the authority provided by the Act of March 3,
1875 (Chapter 152; 18 Stat. 482) for the construc-
tion of a railroad and station in El Paso Coun-
ty, Colorado.

(b) RIGHT OF WAY DESCRIBED.—The railroad
right of way referred to in subsection (a) is lo-
cated in the SY2 of section 6, Township 14 South,
Range 67 West, and NY2SE %z of section 1,
Township 14 South, Range 68 West, Sixth Prin-
cipal Meridian, Colorado, and is depicted in a
tracing filed in the United States Land Office at
Pueblo, Colorado, file 019416, on December 24,
1914.

(¢) LIMITED APPLICABILITY.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to affect the right,
title, and interest of the Manitou and Pikes
Peak Railway Company in land held in fee title
by the Manitou and Pikes Peak Railway Com-
pany.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) and the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands (Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMBORN. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today, I am happy to
speak in support of my legislation,
H.R. 4073, a bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to accept the
quitclaim, disclaimer, and relinquish-
ment of a railroad right-of-way within
the Pike National Forest in my dis-
trict.

Originally granted to the Mt.
Manitou Park and Incline Railway
Company, the Incline Trail exists
today as the roadbed to the former Mt.
Manitou Scenic Incline Railway, which
was a cable car that took people up the
eastern face of Rocky Mountain, Pikes
Peak, at an average grade of 40 per-
cent, with some of the steepest sec-
tions at a grade of 68 percent. Today, it
has become a popular hike for adven-
ture seekers in the Pikes Peak region
and is said to be hiked nearly half a
million times each year, although ac-
cess is still considered trespassing.

A citizens’ initiative began over 8
years ago to encourage making access
to this popular trail legal. Although all
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parties are amenable, due to an act
dated on March 3, 1875, the Forest
Service has been unable to accept the
quitclaim from the Manitou and Pikes
Peak Railway. Recognizing this prob-
lem, the railway company came to me
and asked that I carry this legislation
to allow the Forest Service the author-
ity to accept the quitclaim, which is
the last major hurdle in allowing the
Incline Trail to be legally opened for
public use.

Although several people have infor-
mally maintained the incline, no for-
mal steps have been taken by any of
the property owners to maintain the
Incline since 1997. Legalizing access to
the trail will allow the surrounding
communities access to repair sections
of the trail that are in poor condition
and will make use safer for all hikers.

It has been my pleasure to work with
the interested parties in helping to
gain legal access to this unique trail
that I believe will be a wonderful addi-
tion to the region’s trail inventory. I
would like to thank the Forest Service
and Senator MICHAEL BENNETT’S office
for their diligence in working with my
office in this process.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4073
clears up a deed for a popular hiking
destination, the Manitou Incline in
Colorado. Upon enactment, the Pike
National Forest will have full owner-
ship of the trail, which ascends 2,000
feet to Pikes Peak.

We do not object to this legislation,
Mr. Speaker, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
LAMBORN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4073, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

PINNACLES NATIONAL PARK ACT

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3641) to establish Pinnacles Na-
tional Park in the State of California
as a unit of the National Park System,
and for other purposes, as amended.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 3641

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Pinnacles Na-
tional Park Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Pinnacles National Monument was estab-
lished by Presidential Proclamation 796 on Jan-
uary 16, 1908, for the purposes of protecting its
rock formations, and expanded by Presidential
Proclamation 1660 of May 7, 1923; Presidential
Proclamation 1704 of July 2, 1924; Presidential
Proclamation 1948 of April 13, 1931; Presidential
Proclamation 2050 of July 11, 1933; Presidential
Proclamation 2528 of December 5, 1941; Public
Law 94-567; and Presidential Proclamation 7266
of January 11, 2000.

(2) While the extraordinary geology of Pin-
nacles National Monument has attracted and
enthralled visitors for well over a century, the
expanded Monument now serves a critical role
in protecting other important natural and cul-
tural resources and ecological processes. This
expanded role merits recognition through legis-
lation.

(3) Pinnacles National Monument provides the
best remaining refuge for floral and fauna spe-
cies representative of the central California
coast and Pacific coast range, including 32 spe-
cies holding special Federal or State status, not
only because of its multiple ecological niches but
also because of its long-term protected status
with 14,500 acres of Congressionally designated
wilderness.

(4) Pinnacles National Monument encom-
passes a unique blend of California heritage
from prehistoric and historic Native Americans
to the arrival of the Spanish, followed by 18th
and 19th century settlers, including miners,
cowboys, wvaqueros, ranchers, farmers, and
homesteaders.

(5) Pinnacles National Monument is the only
National Park System site within the ancestral
home range of the California Condor. The re-
introduction of the condor to its traditional
range in California is important to the survival
of the species, and as a result, the scientific
community with centers at the Los Angeles Zoo
and San Diego Zoo in California and Buenos
Aires Zoo in Argentina looks to Pinnacles Na-
tional Monument as a leader in California Con-
dor recovery, and as an international partner
for condor recovery in South America.

(6) The preservation, enhancement, economic
and tourism potential and management of the
central California coast and Pacific coast
range’s important natural and cultural re-
sources requires cooperation and partnerships
among local property owners, Federal, State,
and local government entities and the private
sector.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF PINNACLES NA-
TIONAL PARK.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE.—There is
hereby established Pinnacles National Park in
the State of California for the purposes of—

(1) preserving and interpreting for the benefit
of future generations the chaparral, grassiands,
blue oak woodlands, and majestic valley oak sa-
vanna ecosystems of the area, the area’s
geomorphology, riparian watersheds, unique
flora and fauna, and the ancestral and cultural
history of native Americans, settlers and explor-
ers; and

(2) interpreting the recovery program for the
California Condor and the international signifi-
cance of the program.

(b) BOUNDARIES.—The boundaries of Pin-
nacles National Park are as generally depicted
on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed: Pinnacles Na-
tional Park Designation Change’, numbered
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114/111,724, and dated December 2011. The map
shall be on file and available for public inspec-
tion in the appropriate offices of the National
Park Service.

(¢) ABOLISHMENT OF CURRENT PINNACLES NA-
TIONAL MONUMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In light of the establishment
of Pinnacles National Park, Pinnacles National
Monument is hereby abolished and the lands
and interests therein are incorporated within
and made part of Pinnacles National Park. Any
funds available for purposes of the monument
shall be available for purposes of the park.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any references in law
(other than in this Act), regulation, document,
record, map or other paper of the United States
to Pinnacles National Monument shall be con-
sidered a reference to Pinnacles National Park.

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary of the
Interior shall administer Pinnacles National
Park in accordance with this Act and laws gen-
erally applicable to units of the National Park
System, including the National Park Service Or-
ganic Act (16 U.S.C. 1, 2-4).

SEC. 4. REDESIGNATION OF PINNACLES WILDER-
NESS AS HAIN WILDERNESS.

Subsection (i) of the first section of Public
Law 94-567 (90 Stat. 2693; 16 U.S.C. 1132 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘Pinnacles Wilderness’’
and inserting ‘“‘Hain Wilderness’’. Any reference
in a law, map, regulation, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to the Pin-
nacles Wilderness shall be deemed to be a ref-
erence to the Hain Wilderness.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) and the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands (Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 4631 renames Pinnacles National
Monument as Pinnacles National Park.
Pinnacles was originally designated in
1908 by President Roosevelt under the
authority of the Antiquities Act. How-
ever, under this legislation, it is not
anticipated that management would
change dramatically as the area is al-
ready considered a unit of the National
Park Service.

The Natural Resources Committee
made important changes to H.R. 3641,
allowing us to bring this to the floor
today. For example, the committee re-
moved a nearly 3,000-acre wilderness
expansion and struck unnecessary land
acquisition authority. With these
changes, the goal of elevating recogni-
tion of the area as a national park is
achieved without limiting access.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, President
Theodore Roosevelt designated Pin-
nacles National Monument in Cali-
fornia under the authority of the An-
tiquities Act of 1908.

H.R. 3641 would redesignate the
monument as Pinnacles National Park.
While the name change will not signifi-
cantly alter management of the area,
it will raise the profile of this beautiful
resource and hopefully attract even
more visitors.

Representative FARR is to be com-
mended for his tenacity in moving this
legislation forward. He has had to
make some very difficult concessions
to achieve passage of his bill today,
and it is our hope that we can continue
working on this to achieve his full vi-
sion for Pinnacles National Park.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the distinguished gentleman
from California (Mr. FARR).

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3641, known as the Pin-
nacles National Park Act. As the spon-
sor of this bipartisan legislation, I
would also like to express my thanks
to my friend, Congressman DENHAM
from California, for his original co-
sponsorship of H.R. 3641.

The Pinnacles National Park Act will
elevate America’s 11th national monu-
ment, the Pinnacles National Monu-
ment, to a national park. Only Con-
gress can designate a national park.
This is the right thing to do because
there are not a lot of examples of
tectonic plate movement in our Na-
tional Park System. This legislation
would also rename the current Pin-
nacles Wilderness after Schuyler Hain,
who first came to the area in 1886 and
was largely responsible for getting the
attention of Theodore Roosevelt, who
first designated the monument in 1908.

The first designation was to protect
the beautiful rock formations and talus
caves, notable for its tunnels. It has
since been expanded several times by
executive order and by congressional
mandate to its present size of over
26,000 acres. It is larger than several
existing national parks.

Pinnacles is a culturally significant
area for several Native American
tribes. It served as the backdrop for
John Steinbeck’s ““Of Mice and Men”’
and ‘‘East of Eden.”

Anyone who has visited this place
knows it’s special. From exploring
caves to viewing springtime
wildflowers to hiking through spire-
like rock formations, visitors and fam-
ilies can participate in activities that
leave lasting memories. It is truly wor-
thy of national park status.

The Pinnacles, themselves, are half
of the skeletal remains of the Neenach
Volcano, which erupted 23 million
years ago, and are located at the junc-
tion of the Pacific and North American
tectonic plates. The San Andreas Fault

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

is just 4 miles to the east, and Miner’s
Gulch and Pinnacles Faults run di-
rectly through the Pinnacles system.
The Pinnacles system is home to 149
species of birds, 49 mammals, 22 rep-
tiles, 6 amphibians, 68 butterflies, 36
dragonflies and damselflies, and nearly
400 different kinds of bees—I didn’t
even know there were that many—and
many thousands of other invertebrates.
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One project I'm particularly proud
about is the reintroduction of the en-
dangered California condor, the largest
flying land bird in North America.
Since 2003, the Park Service has been a
part of the California Condor Recovery
Program to reestablish California con-
dors at Pinnacles National Monument.

This cooperative endeavor between
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Ventana Wildlife Society, Pinnacles
Partnership, and others, in collabora-
tion with the California Condor Recov-
ery Team, has done a tremendous job
on recovery efforts and public edu-
cation. Many visitors come to this re-
gion to get an opportunity to see the
condor in the wild.

This legislation has broad support
from our counties of San Benito and
Monterey, as well as the chambers of
commerce, visitors bureaus, and from
the respective counties who are enthu-
siastically supportive of this legisla-
tion. There is no opposition to the bill.
The Pinnacles is uniquely located in
coastal California to attract thousands
of visitors each year who provide a via-
ble and vital economic engine for San
Benito County. Tourism is the primary
focus for many of the business owners
on the central coast. Increasing the
number of tourists would promote a
healthy impact for those not only in
the retail sector, but also dining, lodg-
ing and sightseeing opportunities.

The new national park designation
would strengthen the region’s eco-
nomic and tourism potential. There is
no national park in that whole region.
Research shows that for every one dol-
lar invested by the Federal Govern-
ment into our national parks, it re-
turns $4 to the community in tourism
dollars.

Situated slightly inland from the
California coast, Pinnacles National
Monument has not yet realized its full
potential to reach locals and tourists.
Many tourists travel, dine, and stay
overnight in areas along the coast such
as Monterey and Santa Cruz, where
they are visiting to recreate, camp,
view wildlife, and enjoy the great out-
doors. However, many are not aware of
the Pinnacles National Monument and,
as a result, do not make short trip in-
land to see this treasure. By elevating
its stature to a national park, I believe
that more visitors will come through
our restaurants and businesses and
more visitors will stay overnight near
the park.

I'd like to end with an inspiring
quote from Ken Burns, who directed
“The National Parks: America’s Best
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Idea.” In a letter of support, Mr. Burns
wrote for this legislation, he stated:

A Pinnacles National Park would preserve
a unique portion of our land: not only a crit-
ical record of geologic time, what John Muir
would have called a ‘‘grand geological li-
brary’ that helps Americans look back mil-
lions of years to understand the vast
tectonic forces that shaped—and still
shape—our continent, but also a rare habitat
for condors, a wide array of flowers, and 400
species of bees. It would preserve a place
that, over the centuries, Native Americans,
early Spanish settlers, homesteaders from
the East, and Basque sheepherders have con-
sidered home, offering an important series of
perspectives on the larger sweep of American
history.

With that bit of wisdom, I would urge
my colleagues to support our bipar-
tisan legislation. Again, I would like to
thank JEFF DENHAM, a Congressman
from the region, for supporting and co-
sponsoring H.R. 3641, the Pinnacles Na-
tional Park Act.

I ask your support.
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During the last ten years, as we re-
searched, filmed, and created our documen-
tary series for PBS, The National Parks:
America’s Best Idea, we grew to appreciate
the amazing diversity of the special treas-
ures that constitute our national parks,
every American’s incredible inheritance.
And in studying the history of the evolution
of the national park idea, we learned that
many of today’s national parks were at one
time national monuments—from the Grand
Canyon to Death Valley, from Petrified For-
est to Biscayne, from Congaree to most of
Alaska’s national parks, and so many more.

In that spirit, grounded in the tradition of
recognizing the special importance of a na-
tional monument by extending its designa-
tion to that of a national park, we wish to
wholeheartedly endorse H.R. 3444 and the
creation of Pinnacles National Park.

A Pinnacles National Park would preserve
a unique portion of our land: not only a crit-
ical record of geological time (what John
Muir would have called a ‘‘grand geological
library’) that helps Americans look back
millions of years to understand the vast
tectonic forces that shaped—and still
shape—our continent, but also a rare habitat
for condors, a wide array of flowers, and 400
species of bees. It would preserve a place
that, over the centuries, Native Americans,
early Spanish settlers, homesteaders from
the East, and Basque sheepherders have con-
sidered home, offering an important series of
perspectives on the larger sweep of American
history.

We also understand from our investigation
of national park history that, while chang-
ing an area’s designation from ‘“‘monument’’
to ‘“‘park” does not necessarily change its
crucial attributes, it nonetheless alters its
place in the American imagination. The
Grand Canyon was just as wide and deep
when it was a national monument as it is
now as a national park, but the change en-
hanced its status in the eyes of the public—
and in doing so increased its lure to visitors
from our nation and abroad. So, too, a Pin-
nacles National Park, simply by its new des-
ignation, would attract and demand greater
attention to the remarkable treasures the
monument has to offer.

In closing, we would like to quote John
Muir once more, when he was writing about
the proposal to make Mount Rainier Na-
tional Forest into Mount Rainier National
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Park: ‘‘Happy will be the men who, having
the power and the love and the benevolent
forecast to [create a park], will do it. They
will not be forgotten. The trees and their
lovers will sing their praises, and genera-
tions yet unborn will rise up and call them
blessed.”” Please give your support to cre-
ating Pinnacles National Park. Generations
yet to come will thank you for it.

KEN BURNS.

DAYTON DUNCAN.

Mr. LAMBORN. I would like to in-
quire if the gentleman from the North-
ern Marianas has any other speakers?

Mr. SABLAN. No, we don’t, Mr.
Speaker.

At this time, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Likewise,
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
LAMBORN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3641, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

I yield

——————

AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER FOR
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3706) to create the Office of Chief
Financial Officer of the Government of
the Virgin Islands, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3706

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER OF THE
VIRGIN ISLANDS.

(a) APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFI-
CER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Governor of the Virgin
Islands shall appoint a Chief Financial Officer,
with the advice and consent of the Legislature
of the Virgin Islands, from the names on the list
required under section 2(d). If the Governor has
nominated a person for Chief Financial Officer
but the Legislature of the Virgin Islands has not
confirmed a nominee within 90 days after receiv-
ing the list pursuant to section 2(d), the Gov-
ernor shall appoint from such list a Chief Fi-
nancial Officer on an acting basis until the Leg-
islature consents to a Chief Financial Officer.

(2) ACTING CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER.—If a
Chief Financial Officer has not been appointed
under paragraph (1) within 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Virgin Is-
lands Chief Financial Officer Search Commis-
sion, by majority vote, shall appoint from the
names on the list submitted under section 2(d),
an Acting Chief Financial Officer to serve in
that capacity until a Chief Financial Officer is
appointed under the first sentence of paragraph
(1). In either case, if the Acting Chief Financial
Officer serves in an acting capacity for 180 con-
secutive days, without further action the Acting
Chief Financial Officer shall become the Chief
Financial Officer.

(b) DUTIES OF CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER.—
The duties of the Chief Financial Officer shall
include the following:
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(1) Develop and report on the financial status
of the Govermment of the Virgin Islands not
later than 6 months after appointment and
quarterly thereafter. Such reports shall be avail-
able to the public.

(2) Each year prepare and certify spending
limits of the annual budget, including annual
estimates of all revenues of the territory without
regard to sources, and whether or not the an-
nual budget is balanced.

(3) Revise and update standards for financial
management, including inventory and con-
tracting, for the Government of the Virgin Is-
lands in general and for each agency in con-
junction with the agency head.

(c) DOCUMENTS PROVIDED.—The heads of each
department of the Government of the Virgin Is-
lands, in particular the head of the Department
of Finance of the Virgin Islands and the head of
the Internal Revenue Bureau of the Virgin Is-
lands shall provide all documents and informa-
tion under the jurisdiction of that head that the
Chief Financial Officer considers required to
carry out his or her functions to the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer.

(d) CONDITIONS RELATED TO CHIEF FINANCIAL
OFFICER.—

(1) TERM.—The Chief Financial Officer shall
be appointed for a term of 5 years.

(2) REMOVAL.—The Chief Financial Officer
shall not be removed except for cause. An Acting
Chief Financial Officer may be removed for
cause or by a Chief Financial Officer appointed
with the advice and consent of the Legislature
of the Virgin Islands.

(3) REPLACEMENT.—If the Chief Financial Of-
ficer is unable to continue acting in that capac-
ity due to removal, illness, death, or otherwise,
another Chief Financial Officer shall be selected
in accordance with subsection (a).

(4) SALARY.—The Chief Financial Officer
shall be paid at a salary to be determined by the
Governor of the Virgin Islands, except such rate
may not be less than the highest rate of pay for
a cabinet officer of the Government of the Vir-
gin Islands or a Chief Financial Officer serving
in any government or semiautonomous agency.

(e) REFERENDUM.—As part of the closest regu-
larly scheduled, islands-wide election in the Vir-
gin Islands to the expiration of the fourth year
of the five-year term of the Chief Financial Offi-
cer, the Board of Elections of the Virgin Islands
shall hold a referendum to seek the approval of
the people of the Virgin Islands regarding
whether the position of Chief Financial Officer
of the Government of the Virgin Islands shall be
made a permanent part of the executive branch
of the Government of the Virgin Islands. The
referendum shall be binding and conducted ac-
cording to the laws of the Virgin Islands, except
that the results shall be determined by a major-
ity of the ballots cast.

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
commission to be known as the ‘“‘Virgin Islands
Chief Financial Officer Search Commission’’.

(b) DUuTY OF COMMISSION.—The Commission
shall recommend to the Governor not less than
3 candidates for nomination as Chief Financial
Officer of the Virgin Islands. Each candidate
must have demonstrated ability in general man-
agement of, knowledge of, and extensive prac-
tical experience at the highest levels of financial
management in governmental or business enti-
ties and must have experience in the develop-
ment, implementation, and operation of finan-
cial management systems.

(¢c) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Commis-
sion shall be composed of 8 members appointed
not later than 30 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. Persons appointed as mem-
bers must have recognized business, government,
or financial expertise and experience and shall
be appointed as follows:

(4) 1 individual appointed by the Governor of
the Virgin Islands.
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(B) 1 individual appointed by the President of
the Legislature of the Virgin Islands.

(C) 1 individual, who is an employee of the
Government of the Virgin Islands, appointed by
the Central Labor Council of the Virgin Islands.

(D) 1 individual appointed by the Chamber of
Commerce of St. Thomas-St. John.

(E) 1 individual appointed by the Chamber of
Commerce of St. Croiz.

(F) 1 individual appointed by the President of
the University of the Virgin Islands.

(@) 1 individual, who is a resident of St. John,
appointed by the At-Large Member of the Legis-
lature of the Virgin Islands.

(H) 1 individual appointed by the President of
AARP Virgin islands.

(2) TERMS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each member shall be ap-
pointed for the life of the Commission.

(B) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Commission
shall be filled in the manner in which the origi-
nal appointment was made. Any member ap-
pointed to fill a vacancy shall be appointed for
the remainder of that term.

(3) BASIC PAY.—Members shall serve without
pay.

(4) QUORUM.—Five members of the Commis-
sion shall constitute a quorum.

(5) CHAIRPERSON.—The Chairperson of the
Commission shall be the Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court of the United States Virgin Islands
or the designee of the Chief Justice. The Chair-
person shall serve as an ex officio member of the
Commission and shall vote only in the case of a
tie.

(6) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet at
the call of the Chairperson. The Commission
shall meet for the first time not later than 15
days after all members have been appointed
under this subsection.

(7) GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT.—Members may
not be current government employees, except for
the member appointed under paragraph (1)(C).

(d) REPORT; RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Com-
mission shall transmit a report to the Governor,
the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate not
later than 60 days after its first meeting. The re-
port shall name the Commission’s recommenda-
tions for candidates for nomination as Chief Fi-
nancial Officer of the Virgin Islands.

(e) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall ter-
minate upon the nomination and confirmation
of the Chief Financial Officer.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this Act, the following
definitions apply:

(1) CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER.—In sections 1
and 2, the term ‘‘Chief Financial Officer’” means
a Chief Financial Officer or Acting Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, as the case may be, appointed
under section 1(a).

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘“‘Commission’
means the Virgin Islands Chief Financial Offi-
cer Search Commission established pursuant to
section 2.

(3) GOVERNOR.—The term ‘‘Governor’ means
the Governor of the Virgin Islands.

(4) REMOVAL FOR CAUSE.—The term ‘‘removal
for cause’” means removal based upon mis-
conduct, failure to meet job requirements, or
any grounds that a reasonable person would
find grounds for discharge.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) and the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands (Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
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and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 3706 would create the Office of
Chief Financial Officer of the Govern-
ment of the Virgin Islands to assist in
the development of a balanced budget
through a review of incoming revenues
and recommend spending limits to the
Governor and legislature. The intent
behind the bill is to create more fiscal
certainty and address concerns regard-
ing the overestimation of incoming
revenues, which leads to overspending
and a budget deficit in the Virgin Is-
lands. The bill would allow Virgin Is-
lands voters to have the final say on
the office. If they find this to be a suc-
cessful process, they will vote in a ref-
erendum to determine if the office
should be retained in the long term.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. I yield myself as much
time as I may consume.

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 3706, to create an Office
of Chief Financial Officer for the Gov-
ernment of the United States Virgin Is-
lands.

Delegate CHRISTENSEN is to be com-
mended for her hard work on behalf of
her constituents. Today marks the
fourth time—the fourth time—the
House will vote on legislation she spon-
sored to provide greater accountability
and transparency in the management
of her district’s finances.

This is a good bill, I urge my col-
leagues to support its adoption, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield as much time as she may
consume to the distinguished gentle-
woman from the United States Virgin
Islands, Dr. CHRISTENSEN.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. I thank the
ranking member for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in strong
support of H.R. 3706, legislation I intro-
duced to provide for a Chief Financial
Officer for the Government of the Vir-
gin Islands. I want to begin by thank-
ing Chairman HASTINGS and Ranking
Member MARKEY of the Natural Re-
sources Committee for their support in
making it possible for H.R. 3706 to be
on the floor today. I also want to thank
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife,
Oceans and Insular Affairs Chairman
JOHN FLEMING and, of course, Ranking
Member KILILI SABLAN for their sup-
port, as well.

Mr. Speaker, today, as you heard,
marks the fourth time in 9 years that
this House will consider legislation
that I have sponsored to provide for a
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CFO for my congressional district, the
U.S. Virgin Islands. It has passed the
previous three times.

While I have been severely criticized
by some for its introduction, there are
many who support it. But I continue to
believe that having an independent
professional third party being respon-
sible for determining the amount of
revenues that the local government has
available to spend for an ensuing fiscal
year would be a positive development
for our government and is also gen-
erally supported by a broad cross-sec-
tion of our electorate.

When I first sponsored the first CFO
bill in 2003, the Territory was tech-
nically insolvent, and urgent action
was necessary to avoid needing a Fed-
eral bailout and all that would entail.
After studying the experience of the
District of Columbia, which sought and
obtained a Federal bailout and the ac-
companying loss of political autonomy
through a financial control board, I
concluded then that it would have been
better if we avoided being taken over
by a control board, and I crafted my
original CFO bill to do that.

Unlike H.R. 3706, my first chief finan-
cial officer bill did involve a loss of au-
thority for the Governor and legisla-
ture to accumulate public debt, but it
was temporary and would have pre-
vented a complete loss of political au-
tonomy. Today, while the territory is
experiencing very serious fiscal chal-
lenges, the government is not on the
verge of imminent fiscal collapse and
no longer has a structural deficit over
$1 billion or annual deficits in excess of
$100 million.

In view of this, one could reasonably
ask, then, why the need for the current
bill? First of all, H.R. 3706 seeks to end
the acrimony and mistrust among the
different branches of Virgin Islands
Government and the public at large
and provide for revenue projections
from a highly qualified person. This in-
dividual would be appointed by the
Governor and confirmed by the legisla-
ture but does not serve at the pleasure
of the Governor.

This is the process that is used by the
District of Columbia currently through
its CFO, and there have been no com-
plaints from the chief executive of
D.C., the mayor, about a loss of sov-
ereignty or of a return to colonialism.

Since last year, when the Virgin Is-
lands Governor John de Jongh, Jr., an-
nounced a pending $135 million deficit
in his budget projections for fiscal year
2012, several members of the 29th legis-
lature questioned the Governor’s num-
bers and they have continued to do so,
pointing to differences in figures be-
tween reports done by auditors and fig-
ures presented in budget documents.
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Similarly, public sector union mem-
bers who have been greatly impacted
by various austerity measures also
scoffed at the budget projections, say-
ing:

there had not been enough transparency to
truly demonstrate that there really was a fi-
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nancial crisis and (that there was) no other
way to solve it but layoffs or pay cuts.

H.R. 3706 does not affect in any way
the Governor or the legislature’s abil-
ity to spend the territory’s funds as
they see fit. It simply attempts to end
questions on what the exact revenue of
the territory is so that we can move
forward on a sound economic recovery.

I'm not under any allusion that my
CFO bill will be a cure-all for all that
ails the Virgin Islands. I am, however,
proposing it as a 5-year pilot program
for improving transparency and trust
in our budgetary and fiscal practices. If
Virgin Islanders approve of the process
and system for determining our annual
budget limits that the bill provides,
they can vote to make it permanent
through a referendum that is provided
for after 4 years of the CFO’s 5-year
term.

Each time I have introduced this or
one of the earlier versions of this bill,
there have been concerns that the
United States Congress is imposing
itself into the governance of the terri-
tory. There are some that would wish
that this were the case, but I am not
one of them, and this bill would not do
that.

Because we do not have a constitu-
tion, the people of the Virgin Islands
have come to Congress on a number of
occasions, for example, to attempt to
abolish the Office of Lieutenant Gov-
ernor; to expand borrowing authority,
which we did; to limit the number of
senators, and for other purposes. I
don’t really see this process as being
any different coming as a representa-
tive of the people of the Virgin Islands
and representing their interests.

Moreover, attempts by our local leg-
islature to pass similar legislation
have failed, and legislative proposals
by nonpartisan organizations have
never been considered. Therefore, as a
representative of the people of the U.S.
Virgin Islands in the Congress, it fell
to me, and I accept the responsibility.
I just regret that our Governor and I
could not see eye to eye on this.

The Federal Government has and will
be providing significant funds to the
U.S. Virgin Islands, especially in light
of the economic disaster that currently
exists. I am sure that having such an
office as the one being proposed by
H.R. 3706 will enhance our ability to
successfully navigate through this very
critical time because of the added ac-
countability and transparency that it
provides.

So I thank you for the time, and I
urge my colleagues to support the
adoption of H.R. 3706.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I'd like
to inquire if my colleague, Mr. SABLAN,
has any further speakers.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I have no further speakers, and I
urge the adoption of the legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. I, too, yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
LAMBORN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3706, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
LA PINE LAND CONVEYANCE ACT

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 270) to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey certain Federal land
to Deschutes County, Oregon.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 270

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘La Pine
Land Conveyance Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CitY.—The term ‘‘City’’ means the City
of Lia Pine, Oregon.

(2) CounTY.—The term ‘‘County”
the County of Deschutes, Oregon.

(3) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map
entitled ‘“‘La Pine, Oregon Land Transfer”
and dated December 11, 2009.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCES OF LAND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, sub-
ject to valid existing rights and the provi-
sions of this Act, and notwithstanding the
land use planning requirements of sections
202 and 203 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712, 1713),
the Secretary shall convey to the City or
County, without consideration, all right,
title, and interest of the United States in
and to each parcel of land described in sub-
section (b) for which the City or County has
submitted to the Secretary a request for con-
veyance by the date that is not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act.

(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The parcels of
land referred to in subsection (a) consist of—

(1) the approximately 150 acres of land
managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Prineville District, Oregon, depicted
on the map as ‘‘parcel A’’, to be conveyed to
the County, which is subject to a right-of-
way retained by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment for a power substation and trans-
mission line;

(2) the approximately 750 acres of land
managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Prineville District, Oregon, depicted
on the map as ‘‘parcel B, to be conveyed to
the County; and

(3) the approximately 10 acres of land man-
aged by the Bureau of Land Management,
Prineville District, Oregon, depicted on the

means
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map as ‘‘parcel C”’, to be conveyed to the
City.

(c) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map shall
be on file and available for public inspection
in the appropriate offices of the Bureau of
Land Management.

(d) USE OF CONVEYED LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with the Act of
June 14, 1926 (commonly known as the
‘“‘Recreation and Public Purposes Act’) (43
U.S.C. 869 et seq.), the land conveyed under
subsection (a) shall be used for the following
public purposes and associated uses:

(A) The parcel described in subsection
(b)(1) shall be used for outdoor recreation,
open space, or public parks, including a
rodeo ground.

(B) The parcel described in subsection
(b)(2) shall be used for a public sewer system.

(C) The parcel described in subsection
(b)(3) shall be used for a public library, pub-
lic park, or open space.

(2) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
The Secretary may require such additional
terms and conditions for the conveyances
under subsection (a) as the Secretary deter-
mines to be appropriate to protect the inter-
ests of the United States.

(e) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The Secretary
shall require the County to pay all survey
costs and other administrative costs associ-
ated with the conveyances to the County
under this Act.

(f) REVERSION.—If the land conveyed under
subsection (a) ceases to be used for the pub-
lic purpose for which the land was conveyed,
the land shall, at the discretion of the Sec-
retary, revert to the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) and the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands (Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMBORN. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

S. 270 will convey to the city of La
Pine and Deschutes County, Oregon,
910 acres in three parcels and requires
that the land be used only for purposes
consistent with the Recreation and
Public Purposes Act. The conveyances
would be subject to valid existing
rights and will address the city’s and
county’s need for existing land.

One parcel of 750 acres will be used by
the county to accommodate the expan-
sion of its wastewater treatment facili-
ties. The county will also use 150 acres
to develop rodeo grounds and allow for
the future development of ball fields,
parks, and recreation facilities. A par-
cel of 10 acres in the center of La Pine
will continue to be used for the public
library and additional open space use.

Finally, the bill requires the county
to pay all administrative costs associ-
ated with the transfer.

I urge support for the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, S. 270,
sponsored by Senator RON WYDEN, pro-
vides for the conveyance of approxi-
mately 900 acres of land from the Bu-
reau of Land Management to the city
of La Pine, Oregon, and Deschutes
County, Oregon. These lands will be
used for public purposes as required by
the Recreation and Public Purposes
Act. We do not object to this legisla-
tion, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Oregon, my good
friend and colleague, Mr. WALDEN.

Mr. WALDEN. I want to thank my
colleagues here on the floor today for
their support of this legislation, S. 270,
the La Pine Land Conveyance Act.

This legislation was originally craft-
ed over in the Senate by my friend and
colleague, Senator WYDEN. We’'ve
worked together on this project and
thought that the most expeditious way
to solve the problem for the people of
La Pine was to just move his bill on
through the Senate, and that’s what
we’re doing today.

The La Pine Land Conveyance Act is
the result of efforts of local officials
who recognized years ago that for Or-
egon’s newest city, the city of La Pine,
to be able to take care of its residents,
it needed a helping hand from the Fed-
eral Government. Here’s why:

Seventy-eight percent of Deschutes
County, the county in which the city of
La Pine is located, is managed, owned,
and controlled by the Federal Govern-
ment. They’re literally surrounded by
Federal land. In fact, their own library
sits on BLM land.

So, as they became a city and began
to try to address the issues that
brought about their desire to be a city,
they realized they needed to be able to
expand a little and take care of some of
their problems. So, S. 270 will provide
the city with 750 acres so it can build a
new wastewater treatment facility,
which will allow the community to
move off of septic systems and onto
municipal water and sewer systems.
They have a real problem in La Pine
with a fairly high water table and
issues related to septic systems, so this
will help solve that.

In addition, this legislation also
transfers 150 acres to the La Pine Park
and Recreation District to establish a
more permanent home for what’s
known as the ‘“‘Greatest Little Rodeo
in Oregon,” the La Pine Rodeo, and
also to help them build out one of their
other celebrations, one which all Amer-
icans take advantage of, and that’s the
Fourth of July.

Now, why are these two things im-
portant? Well, among another reasons,
it’s a job creator. Expanding out the
rodeo grounds really will help them
grow jobs in this remote, rural commu-
nity in Deschutes County. In addition,
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of course, transferring the other lands
will let them have a library on their
own city ground and be able to take
care of the water needs for the commu-
nity.

So I thank my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle for support of S. 270.
This is one of those commonsense bills
that actually brings us together and we
can get some work done here for the
people back home.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, we have
no further speakers. If the gentleman
from Colorado has no further need of
time, I will yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. I, too, Mr. Speaker,
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, S. 270.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

WALLOWA FOREST SERVICE
COMPOUND CONVEYANCE ACT

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 271) to require the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to enter into a property con-
veyance with the city of Wallowa, Or-
egon, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 271

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Wallowa
Forest Service Compound Conveyance Act’.
SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE TO CITY OF WALLOWA, OR-

EGON.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:

(1) CitYy.—The term ‘““City”’ means the city
of Wallowa, Oregon.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(3) WALLOWA FOREST SERVICE COMPOUND.—
The term ‘‘Wallowa Forest Service Com-
pound’” means the approximately 1.11 acres
of National Forest System land that—

(A) was donated by the City to the Forest
Service on March 18, 1936; and

(B) is located at 602 First Street, Wallowa,
Oregon.

(b) CONVEYANCE.—On the request of the
City submitted to the Secretary by the date
that is not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act and subject to the pro-
visions of this Act, the Secretary shall con-
vey to the City all right, title, and interest
of the United States in and to the Wallowa
Forest Service Compound.
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(c) CONDITIONS.—The conveyance under
subsection (b) shall be—

(1) by quitclaim deed;

(2) for no consideration; and

(3) subject to—

(A) valid existing rights; and

(B) such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary may require.

(d) USE OF WALLOWA FOREST SERVICE COM-
POUND.—As a condition of the conveyance
under subsection (b), the City shall—

(1) use the Wallowa Forest Service Com-
pound as a historical and cultural interpre-
tation and education center;

(2) ensure that the Wallowa Forest Service
Compound is managed by a nonprofit entity;

(3) agree to manage the Wallowa Forest
Service Compound with due consideration
and protection for the historic values of the
Wallowa Forest Service Compound; and

(4) pay the reasonable administrative costs
associated with the conveyance.

(e) REVERSION.—In the quitclaim deed to
the City, the Secretary shall provide that
the Wallowa Forest Service Compound shall
revert to the Secretary, at the election of
the Secretary, if any of the conditions under
subsection (c) or (d) are violated.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) and the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands (Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

S. 271 authorizes the conveyance of
just over an acre of Forest Service land
to the city of Wallowa, Oregon. The
city originally donated this parcel to
the Forest Service in 1936 to allow the
Agency to construct a ranger station
and other facilities.

The site was used for many decades,
but now sits vacant. A local nonprofit
organization has proposed developing
the facilities as an interpretive site. S.
271 would allow the Forest Service to
convey the land back to the city for
such development.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, S. 271, in-
troduced by Senators RON WYDEN and
JEFF MERKLEY, transfers approxi-
mately 1 acre of land from the Wallowa
National Forest to the City of
Wallowa, Oregon. A local nonprofit or-
ganization will use the facility for
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local historical and cultural preserva-
tion, interpretation, and education. We
do not object to this legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to my
friend and colleague from Oregon (Mr.
WALDEN).

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleagues who have brought this
legislation forward as well. Again, this,
like the prior bill, it’s a partnership be-
tween Senator WYDEN and myself, as
we’ve worked together to resolve some
of these land issues out in Oregon.

This one’s kind of interesting. In
1936, the City of Wallowa actually do-
nated this parcel of land to the U.S.
Forest Service, and what we’re doing
today is giving it back to the city.
They had a Forest Service compound
there for many years and then, at some
point, probably 20, 30 years ago, quit
using it for that purpose and, basically,
the buildings are in horrible disrepair.

I was out there a few weeks ago and
toured the compound site with Gwen
Trice and some of the county officials
and took a look at the facility as it is
today and, literally, they’ve had water
damage inside. One place the ceiling
had caved in.

But they have this plan. They have
this plan to turn this into this inter-
pretive site to honor and teach the his-
tory about Maxville, which was a rail-
road logging town that existed about 15
miles north of Wallowa.

Now, what’s interesting about this,
the emergence of the Maxville project
really reflects the local community’s
deep appreciation for the preservation
of this unique history, and they want
to use this facility and restore it to
display photographs and really tell the
story and bring students in to let them
learn about Maxville heritage and what
went on there.

Now, the interpretive center seeks to
gather, catalog, preserve, and interpret
this rich history of the multicultural
logging community of Maxville.
Maxville itself operated until the early
1930s and was unique in that it included
50-or-so African Americans and their
families and was home to the only seg-
regated school in Oregon.

Previous historic records only made
small mention of these African Ameri-
cans. But in the last 3 years, the
Maxville heritage project has fostered
a reawakening of the interest in this
rich chapter of history through public
lectures and school visits and
Elderhostel lectures and stories that
have run across the Nation now.

With the groundswell of historic arti-
facts and stories emerging from de-
scendents and those with relationships
to people from Maxville, a large num-
ber of video image audio programs are
being put together. So what we’re
doing here today allows this local-
grown idea, this vision that Gwen Trice
and her supporters have to be able to
rehabilitate this compound, restore
these beautiful buildings—once beau-
tiful—they’re in pretty bad disrepair
now. She’s got a job ahead of her.
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But it will help this small town in
northeast Oregon add to its many at-
tractions, natural and other, and tell
this unique history about this special
logging community that existed just
north of Wallowa.

So I thank my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle for once again, in a
spirit of bipartisanship, actually solv-
ing some problems around here that
matter to people back home.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, we have
no objection to S. 271, and I have no
further speakers.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. 1, too, yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
LAMBORN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 271.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL SANC-
TIONS WITH RESPECT TO IRAN—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 112-128)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congrses of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (60 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby report
that I have issued an Executive Order
(the ‘‘order’) that takes additional
steps with respect to the mnational
emergency declared in Executive Order
12957 of March 15, 1995.

In Executive Order 12957, the Presi-
dent found that the actions and poli-
cies of the Government of Iran threat-
en the national security, foreign pol-
icy, and economy of the United States.
To deal with that threat, the President
in Executive Order 12957 declared a na-
tional emergency and imposed prohibi-
tions on certain transactions with re-
spect to the development of Iranian pe-
troleum resources. To further respond
to that threat, Executive Order 12959 of
May 6, 1995, imposed comprehensive
trade and financial sanctions on Iran.
Executive Order 13059 of August 19,
1997, consolidated and clarified the pre-
vious orders. To take additional steps
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with respect to the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 12957 and
to implement section 105(a) of the
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Ac-
countability, and Divestment Act of
2010 (Public Law 111-195) (22 U.S.C. 8501
et seq.) (CISADA), I issued Executive
Order 13553 on September 28, 2010, to
impose sanctions on officials of the
Government of Iran and other persons
acting on behalf of the Government of
Iran determined to be responsible for
or complicit in certain serious human
rights abuses. To take further addi-
tional steps with respect to the threat
posed by Iran and to provide imple-
menting authority for a number of the
sanctions set forth in the Iran Sanc-
tions Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-172)
(60 U.S.C. 1701 note) (ISA), as amended
by CISADA, I issued Executive Order
13574 on May 23, 2011, to authorize the
Secretary of the Treasury to imple-
ment certain sanctions imposed by the
Secretary of State pursuant to ISA, as
amended by CISADA. I also issued Ex-
ecutive Order 13590 on November 20,
2011, to take additional steps with re-
spect to this emergency by authorizing
the Secretary of State to impose sanc-
tions on persons providing certain
goods, services, technology, or support
that contribute either to Iran’s devel-
opment of petroleum resources or to
Iran’s production of petrochemicals,
and to authorize the Secretary of the
Treasury to implement some of those
sanctions. On February 5, 2012, in order
to take further additional steps pursu-
ant to this emergency, and to imple-
ment section 1245(c) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2012 (Public Law 112-81), I issued
Executive Order 13599 blocking the
property of the Government of Iran, all
Iranian financial institutions, and per-
sons determined to be owned or con-
trolled by, or acting for or on behalf of,
such parties. Most recently, on April
22, 2012, and May 1, 2012, I issued Execu-
tive Orders 13606 and 13608, respec-
tively. Executive Orders 13606 and 13608
each take additional steps with respect
to various emergencies, including the
emergency declared in Executive Order
12957 concerning Iran, to address the
use of computer and information tech-
nology to commit serious human rights
abuses and efforts by foreign persons to
evade sanctions.

The order takes additional steps with
respect to the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 12957, par-
ticularly in light of the Government of
Iran’s use of revenues from petroleum,
petroleum products, and petrochemi-
cals for illicit purposes; Iran’s contin-
ued attempts to evade international
sanctions through deceptive practices;
and the unacceptable risk posed to the
international financial system Dby
Iran’s activities. Subject to certain ex-
ceptions and conditions, the order au-
thorizes the Secretary of the Treasury
and the Secretary of State, as set forth
in the order, to impose sanctions on
persons as described in the order, all as
more fully described below.
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Section 1 of the order authorizes the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to im-
pose financial sanctions on foreign fi-
nancial institutions determined to
have knowingly conducted or facili-
tated certain significant financial
transactions with the National Iranian
0il Company (NIOC) or Naftiran Inter-
trade Company (NICO), or for the pur-
chase or acquisition of petroleum, pe-
troleum products, or petrochemical
products from Iran.

Section 2 of the order authorizes the
Secretary of State, in consultation
with the Secretary of the Treasury, the
Secretary of Commerce, and the United
States Trade Representative, and with
the President of the Export-Import
Bank, the Chairman of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, and other agencies and officials as
appropriate, to impose any of a number
of sanctions on a person upon deter-
mining that the person:

knowingly engaged in a significant
transaction for the purchase or acquisi-
tion of petroleum, petroleum products,
or petrochemical products from Iran;

is a successor entity to a person de-
termined to meet the criterion above;

owns or controls a person determined
to meet the criterion above, and had
knowledge that the person engaged in
the activities referred to therein; or

is owned or controlled by, or under
common ownership or control with, a
person determined to meet the cri-
terion above, and knowingly partici-
pated in the activities referred to
therein.

Sections 3 and 4 of the order provide
that, for persons determined to meet
any of the criteria specified in section
2 of the order, the heads of the relevant
agencies, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, shall implement the
sanctions imposed by the Secretary of
State. The sanctions provided for in
sections 3 and 4 of the order include the
following actions:

the Board of Directors of the Export-
Import Bank shall deny approval of the
issuance of any guarantee, insurance,
extension of credit, or participation in
an extension of credit in connection
with the export of any goods or serv-
ices to the sanctioned person;

agencies shall not issue any specific
license or grant any other specific per-
mission or authority under any statute
that requires the prior review and ap-
proval of the United States Govern-
ment as a condition for the export or
reexport of goods or technology to the
sanctioned person;

for a sanctioned person that is a fi-
nancial institution: the Chairman of
the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System and the President of
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York
shall take such actions as they deem
appropriate, including denying des-
ignation, or terminating the continu-
ation of any prior designation of, the
sanctioned person as a primary dealer
in United States Government debt in-
struments; or agencies shall prevent
the sanctioned person from serving as
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an agent of the United States Govern-
ment or serving as a repository for
United States Government funds;

agencies shall not procure, or enter
into a contract for the procurement of,
any goods or services from the sanc-
tioned person;

the Secretary of the Treasury shall
take actions where necessary to:

prohibit any United States financial
institution from making loans or pro-
viding credits to the sanctioned person
totaling more than $10,000,000 in any 12-
month period unless such person is en-
gaged in activities to relieve human
suffering and the loans or credits are
provided for such activities;

prohibit any transactions in foreign
exchange that are subject to the juris-
diction of the United States and in
which the sanctioned person has any
interest; o prohibit any transfers of
credit or payments between financial
institutions or by, through, or to any
financial institution, to the extent
that such transfers or payments are
subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States and involve any interest
of the sanctioned person;

block all property and interests in
property that are in the United States,
that come within the United States, or
that are or come within the possession
or control of any United States person,
including any foreign branch, of the
sanctioned person, and provide that
such property and interests in property
may not be transferred, paid, exported,
withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in; or

restrict or prohibit imports of goods,
technology, or services, directly or in-
directly, into the United States from
the sanctioned person.

Section 5 of the order authorizes the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to
block all property and interests in
property that are in the United States,
that come within the United States, or
that are or come within the possession
or control of any United States person,
including any foreign branch, of any
person upon determining that the per-
son has materially assisted, sponsored,
or provided financial, material, or
technological support for, or goods or
services in support of, NIOC, NICO, or
the Central Bank of Iran, or the pur-
chase or acquisition of U.S. bank notes
or precious metals by the Government
of Iran.

I have delegated to the Secretary of
the Treasury the authority, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State,
to take such actions, including the pro-
mulgation of rules and regulations, and
to employ all powers granted to the
President by IEEPA, as may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of sec-
tions 1, 4, and 5 of the order.

The order was effective at 12:01 a.m.
eastern daylight time on July 31, 2012.
All agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment are directed to take all appro-
priate measures within their authority
to carry out the provisions of the
order.
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I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order I have issued.
BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 30, 2012.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
0 1745

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 5 o’clock
and 45 minutes p.m.

———

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PAIN-CA-
PABLE UNBORN CHILD PROTEC-
TION ACT

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 3803) to amend title
18, United States Code, to protect pain-
capable unborn children in the District
of Columbia, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3803

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘District of Co-
lumbia Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act”.

SEC. 2. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.

Congress finds and declares the following:

(1) Pain receptors (nociceptors) are present
throughout the unborn child’s entire body and
nerves link these receptors to the brain’s thala-
mus and subcortical plate by no later than 20
weeks after fertilization.

(2) By 8 weeks after fertilization, the unborn
child reacts to touch. After 20 weeks, the unborn
child reacts to stimuli that would be recognized
as painful if applied to an adult human, for ex-
ample, by recoiling.

(3) In the unborn child, application of such
painful stimuli is associated with significant in-
creases in stress hormones known as the stress

response.
(4) Subjection to such painful stimuli is asso-
ciated with long-term harmful

neurodevelopmental effects, such as altered pain
sensitivity and, possibly, emotional, behavioral,
and learning disabilities later in life.

(5) For the purposes of surgery on unborn
children, fetal anesthesia is routinely adminis-
tered and is associated with a decrease in stress
hormones compared to their level when painful
stimuli are applied without such anesthesia.

(6) The position, asserted by some medical ex-
perts, that the unborn child is incapable of ex-
periencing pain until a point later in pregnancy
than 20 weeks after fertilization predominately
rests on the assumption that the ability to expe-
rience pain depends on the cerebral cortexr and
requires merve connections between the thala-
mus and the cortex. However, recent medical re-
search and analysis, especially since 2007, pro-
vides strong evidence for the conclusion that a
functioning cortex is not necessary to experience
pain.
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(7) Substantial evidence indicates that chil-
dren born missing the bulk of the cerebral cor-
ter, those with hydranencephaly, nevertheless
exrperience pain.

(8) In adult humans and in animals, stimula-
tion or ablation of the cerebral cortexr does not
alter pain perception, while stimulation or abla-
tion of the thalamus does.

(9) Substantial evidence indicates that struc-
tures used for pain processing in early develop-
ment differ from those of adults, using different
neural elements available at specific times dur-
ing development, such as the subcortical plate,
to fulfill the role of pain processing.

(10) The position, asserted by some commenta-
tors, that the unborn child remains in a coma-
like sleep state that precludes the unborn child
exrperiencing pain is inconsistent with the docu-
mented reaction of unborn children to painful
stimuli and with the experience of fetal surgeons
who have found it necessary to sedate the un-
born child with anesthesia to prevent the un-
born child from engaging in vigorous movement
in reaction to invasive surgery.

(11) Consequently, there is substantial medical
evidence that an unborn child is capable of ex-
periencing pain at least by 20 weeks after fer-
tilization, if not earlier.

(12) It is the purpose of the Congress to assert
a compelling governmental interest in protecting
the lives of unborn children from the stage at
which substantial medical evidence indicates
that they are capable of feeling pain.

(13) The compelling governmental interest in
protecting the lives of unborn children from the
stage at which substantial medical evidence in-
dicates that they are capable of feeling pain is
intended to be separate from and independent of
the compelling governmental interest in pro-
tecting the lives of unborn children from the
stage of viability, and neither governmental in-
terest is intended to replace the other.

(14) The District Council of the District of Co-
lumbia, operating under authority delegated by
Congress, repealed the entire District law lim-
iting abortions, effective April 29, 2004, so that
in the District of Columbia, abortion is now
legal, for any reason, until the moment of birth.

(15) Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States of America provides that the
Congress shall “‘exercise exclusive Legislation in
all Cases whatsoever’ over the District estab-
lished as the seat of government of the United
States, now known as the District of Columbia.
The constitutional responsibility for the protec-
tion of pain-capable unborn children within the
Federal District resides with the Congress.

SEC. 3. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PAIN-CAPABLE
UNBORN CHILD PROTECTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 74 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 1531 the following:

“§ 1532. District of Columbia pain-capable un-
born child protection

‘““(a) UNLAWFUL CONDUCT.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, including any legis-
lation of the District of Columbia under author-
ity delegated by Congress, it shall be unlawful
for any person to perform an abortion within
the District of Columbia, or attempt to do so,
unless in conformity with the requirements set
forth in subsection (b).

““(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR ABORTIONS.—

‘(1) The physician performing or attempting
the abortion shall first make a determination of
the probable post-fertilization age of the unborn
child or reasonably rely upon such a determina-
tion made by another physician. In making such
a determination, the physician shall make such
inquiries of the pregnant woman and perform or
cause to be performed such medical eramina-
tions and tests as a reasonably prudent physi-
cian, knowledgeable about the case and the
medical conditions involved, would consider
necessary to make an accurate determination of
post-fertilization age.

“(2)(A) Except as provided in subparagra