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June 27, 2016

The Honorable Karen Haas

Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol, Room H154

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Clerk,

JOHN CONYERS, JR., Michigan
RANKING MEMBER

JERROLD NADLER, New York
ZOE LOFGREN, California
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, Texas
STEVE COHEN, Tennessee
HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR., Georgia
PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, Puerto Rico
JUDY CHU, California

TED DEUTCH, Florida

LUIS V. GUTIERREZ, lllinois
KAREN BASS, California

CEDRIC L. RICHMOND, Louisiana
SUZAN K. DELBENE, Washington
HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES, New York
DAVID CICILLINE, Rhode Island
SCOTT PETERS, California

Pursuant to section 3(c) of House Resolution 5 (114th Congress), I hereby designate the
attached Memorial from the State of Missouri, received by the House of Representatives in the
year 1984, as purporting to be an application of the State legislature calling for a convention for
proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States pursuant to Article V, and request
that you make it publicly available.

Sincerely,

Chairman



STATE OF MISSOURI
EIGHTY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

' SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 3

Forthe purpose of requesting appropriate action by the Congress, either acting by consent
of two-thirds of both houses or, upon the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the
several states, to propose an amendment to the federal constitution to require, with certain
exceptions, that the federal budget be balanced.

WHEREAS, with each passing year this nation becomes more deeply in debt as its
expenditures grossly and repeatedly exceed available revenues, so that the public debt now
exceeds one trillion dollars; and :

WHEREAS, the annual federal budget continually demonstrates an unwillingness or -
inability of both the legislative and executive branches of the federal government to limit the
growth of federal spending and taxes and balance the budget; and

WHEREAS, unified budgets do not reflect actual spending because of the exclusion of
special outlays which are not included in the budget; and

WHEREAS, knowledgeable planning, fiscal prudence and plain good sense require that the
budget reflect all federal spending and be in balance on a regular basis; and

WHEREAS, believing that fiscal irresponsibility at the federal level, with the inflation
which results from this policy, is the greatest threat which faces our nation, we firmly believe
" that constitutional restraint is necessary to bring the fiscal discipline needed to restore
financial responsibility; and

WHEREAS, the federal deficit in Fiscal Year 1982 was $110.7 billion, nearly double the
deficit in Fiscal Year 1981; and

WHEREAS, the Congressional Budget Office projects a deficit for Fiscal Years 1983 and
1984 of $155 billion and $200 billion, respectively; and

WHEREAS, the United States Senate approved a proposed balance budget amendment in
response to the efforts of the thirty-one state legislatures which have requested a limited
convention on this subject, and its conviction about the need for a constitutional restraint upon
Congress’ fiscal authority; and

WHEREAS, the Reagan Administration has indicated that the budget will not be balanced
by 1984; and

WHEREAS, under Article V of the Constitution of the United States, amendments to the
Federal Constitution may be proposed by the Congress whenever two-thirds of both houses
deem it necessary, or on the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several states,
the Congress shall call a constitutional convention for the purpose of proposing amendments
which shall be valid for all intents and purposes when ratified by three-fourths of the several
states, and whereas, believing such action to be vital;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Eighty-second General
Assembly of the State of Missouri, the House of Representatives concurring therein, that the
Missouri General Assembly proposes to the Congress of the United States that procedures be
instituted in the Congress to add a new article to the Constitution of the United States, and that
the Missouri General Assembly requests the Congress to prepare and submit to the several -
states before January 1, 1984, an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, requiring a
balanced federal budget and to make certain exceptions with respect thereto; and

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED thatif, by January 1, 1984, the Congress has not proposed and
submitted to the several states such an amendment, this body respectfully makes application to
the Congress of the United States for a convention to be called under Article V of the
Constitution of the United States for the specific and exclusive purpose of proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States to requ1re a balanced federal budget and to
malke certain exceptions with respect thereto; and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that effective January 1, 1984, this application constitutes a
continuing application in accordance with Article V of the Constitution of the United States
until the legislatures of at least two-thirds of the several states have made similar applications
pursuantto Article V,but if the Congress proposes an amendment to the Constitution identical



in subject matter to that contained in this‘resolﬁ.tion, then this application and petition for a
constitutional convention shall no longer be of any force or effect; and

BEITFURTHERRESOLVED that this application shall be deemed null and void, rescinded
and of no effect in the event that such convention not be limited to such specific and exclusive
purpose; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this body also proposes that the legislatures of each of
the several states comprising the United States which have not yet made similar applications
apply to the Congress requesting the enactment of an appropriate amendment to the federal
constitution, and making application to the Congress to call a constitutional convention for the
purpose of proposing such an amendment to the federal constitution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent by the Secretary of the
Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives to each member of Congress
- representing Missouri; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that thé Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the
House of Representatives of this state be directed to send copies of this resolution to the
Secretary of State and presiding officers of both Houses of the Legislature of each of the other
states in the Union, the Clerk of the United States House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.
and the Secretary of the United States Senate, Washington, D.C.

Offered by Senators: Philip H. Snowden, John E. Scott, Richard M. Webster, Roger Wilson,
Dennis Smith, John Dennis, Fred Dyer, Nelson B. Tinnin, James L.
Mathewson, Ralph Uthlaut, Jr., John T. Russell, Frank Bild, Robert T.
Johnson, Jim Strong, Norman L. Merrell, Emory Melton, David
Doctorian, A. Clifford Jones, James W. Murphy and Thomas W. McCarthy

I, Terry L. Spieler, Secretary of the Senate, and I, Douglas Burnett, Chief Clerk of the House,
do hereby certify that the aforementioned is a true and correct copy of Senate Concurrent
Resolution No. 3, adopted by the Senate on March 28, 1983, and concurred in by the House of
Representatives on May 31, 1983.
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