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August 29, 2016

The Honorable Karen Haas

Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol, Room H154

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Clerk,

JOHN CONYERS, JR., Michigan
RANKING MEMBER

JERROLD NADLER, New York

ZOE LOFGREN, California

SHEILA JACKSON LEE, Texas

STEVE COHEN, Tennessee

HENRY C. “"HANK" JOHNSON, JR., Georgia
PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, Puerto Rico

JUDY CHU, Ce

TED DEUTCH, Flc
LUIS V. GUTIERRE
KAREN BASS, C.
CEDRIC L. RICHMONL
SUZAN K. DELBENE, W
HAKEEM S. J
DAVID C
SCOTT PETERS, Ca

Pursuant to section 3(c) of House Resolution 5 (114th Congress), [ hereby designate the
attached Memorial from the State of Mississippi, received by the House of Representatives in the
year 1973, as purporting to be an application of the State legislature calling for a convention for
proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States pursuant to Article V, and request
that you make it publicly available.

Singerely,

At Sl

Bob Goodlatte
Chairman



HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 14

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION APPLYING TO THE CONGRESS FOR A CONVENTION TO PROPOSE
AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

RESOLVED, That the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, pursuant to
Article V of the Constitution of the United States, makes application to the
Congress of the United States to call a convention for the proposing of the
following amendment to the Constitution of the United States:

ARTICLE-~——-

Nothing contained in this Constitution shall abridge the right of persons
lawfully assembled, in any public building which is supported in whole or in part
through the expenditure of public funds, to participate in voluntary prayer; and
be it further

Resolved, That this application by the Legislature of the State of
Mississippi constitutes a continuing application in accordance with Article V
of the Constitution of the United States until at least two-thirds of the
legislatures of the several states have made similar applications pursuant to
Article V, but if Congress proposes an amendment to the Constitution identical
with that contained in this resolution before January 1, 1974, this application
for a state application shall no longer be of any force or effect; and be it
further

Resolved, That since this method of proposing amendments to the Constitution
has never been completed to the point of calling a convention and no interpretation
of the power of the states in the exercise of this right has ever been made by any
court or any qualified tribunal, if there be such, and since the exercise of the
power is a matter of basic sovereign rights and the interpretation thereof is
primarily in the sovereign government making such exercise and since the power to
use such right in full also carries the power to use such right in part, the
Legislature of the State of Mississippi interprets Article V to mean that if two-
thirds of the states make application for a convention to propose an identical
amendment to the Constitution for ratification with a limitation that such amend-
ment be the only matter before it, that such convention would have power only to
propose the specified amendment and would be limited to such proposal and would not
have power to vary the text thereof nor would it have power to propose other amend-
ments on the same or different propositions; and be it further

Resolved, That a duly attested copy of this resolution be immediately
transmitted to the Secretary of the Senate of the United States, the Clerk of the
House of Representatives of the United States, to each member of the Congress from
this State and to each House of each State Legislature in the United States.

ADOPTED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ADOPTED BY THE SENATE
February 15, 1973 March 2, 1973
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