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October 3, 2016

The Honorable Karen Haas
Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol, Room H154

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Clerk,

JOHN CONYERS, JR., Michigan
RANKING MEMBER

JERROLD NADLER, New York
ZOE LOFGREN, California
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, Texas
STEVE COHEN, Tennessee
HENRY C. “"HANK"” JOHNSON, JR., Georgia
PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, Puerto Rico
JUDY CHU, California

TED DEUTCH, Florida

LUIS V. GUTIERREZ, lllinois
KAREN BASS, California

CEDRIC L. RICHMOND, Louisiana
SUZAN K. DELBENE, Washington
HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES, New York
DAVID CICILLINE, Rhode Island
SCOTT PETERS, California

Pursuant to section 3(c) of House Resolution 5 (114™ Congress), I hereby designate the attached
Memorial from the State of Louisiana, received by the House of Representatives in the year 1970, as
purporting to be an application of the State legislature calling for a convention for proposing amendments
to the Constitution of the United States pursuant to Article V, and request that you make it publicly

available.

Sincerely,

VY-

Bob Goodlatte
Chairman



HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 4
BY: MR. A. D. BROWN
A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
Memoralizing the Congress of the United States with respect to the ‘calling
of a convention for the purpose of proposing an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States relative to the power of Congress and the states to

enact laws to prohibit sedition and criminal anarchy.
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOIUTION NO. 4

BY: MR. A. D. PROWN

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Memorializing the Congress of the United States with respect to the
calling of a convention for the purpose of proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States relative to the power of Congress
and the states to enact laws to prohibit sedition and criminal anarchy.
| WHEREAS, subversive elements present a clear and present danger to
the governments of the United States, the state of Louisiana and other
statess and

WHEREAS, cognizant of this clear and present danger, most states,
including the state of Louisiana, and the Congress of the United States
have enacted criminal snarchy statutes, sediéion statutes and subversive
activity control statutes: and -

WHEREAS, the decision of the United States Supreme Court in the case

of Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Steve Nelson (35C '1.S. L497) rendered

state sedition and criminal anarchy laws virtually inoperable on the
grounds that Congress has occupled this field of legislation to the
exclusion of parallel state legislation and that the dominant interest
of the federal government precludes state intervention in cases‘of
sedition against the United States; and

WHEREAS, the federal legislation in this field, namely the Subversive
Activities Control Act, was considered by the United Statés Supreme Court

in the 1967 case of United States v. Eugene Frank Robel (389 U.S. 258)

and was held to be unconstitutional insofar as this Act was used to pro-
hibit the employment in a defense facility of active members of Communist
action organizations who have the specific intent of furthering the
unlawful goals of such organizations; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned decisions of the United States Supreme
Court and other decisions of this Court in the field of control of sub-
versive activities have for all practical purposes prohibited Congress
and the various state legisla£ures from enacting laws prohibiting these
criminal and seditious activities; and

WHEREAS; it is urgent and essential and to the best interest of the
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citizens of this and all other states that subversive activity be prohibited.
THERETORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the
Legislature of Louisiana, the Senate concurring herein, that, in conformity
with Article V of the Constitution of the United States, application is
hereby made by the Legislature of Louisiana to the Congress of the United
States to call a convention for the purpose of proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States which shall read substantially as
follows:
"Amendment o

The Congress may by law prohibit the advocating
or teaching, in any manner, in public or private, of
the subversion or destruction of the governmeht of
the United States by violence or other means. The
Congress may by law prohibit the organizing or
becoming a member of any organizétion or society
which is known to the offender to advocate,; teach
or practice the subversion or destruction of the
government of the United States by violence or
other means.

Fach state may by law prohibit the advocating
or teaching, in any marmer, in public or private,
of the subversion or destruction of the government
of the United States or of such state by violence
6r other means. Fach State may by law prohibit
the organizing or becoming a member of any organi-
zation or society which is known to thé offender
to advocate, teach or practice the subversioﬁ or
destruction of the government of the United States

or of such state by violence or other means."
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that duly attested copies of this
Concurrent Resolution shall be transmitted immediately by the
Secretary of State of Louisiana to the President and Secretary
of the Senate of the Congress of the United States, to the Speaker
and Clerk of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the

United States and to each member of the Congress from the State of

) %M, '

Louisiana.

OF THE HOUb% or REPRESENTATLVES

AND PRESIDREL OF TiE SENATE

APPROVED:
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