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t out-of this Annex, we're going to.getto the Benghazi airfield,

Vvwanted was lift capabllity at Benghaziairfield to be able to getout:

cay, that's helpful. « So'l think I'm going to move on:  We're going to
alked a little bit about EUCOM Cif ;hllf‘l wanted to talk about tha
thenentities that were activated that night or made aware tt
think what I'll do; |.don't  to enter this into the record
[ to'put'itin front of you so'y U can see it 0 this i
;:‘.;"‘,,‘M'inl of 2012, and | just war
g 'i.*l‘.\; 0 — this should be Stuttg:

,ometime between




i oplions tomove the FAST

i fo \v" l o ‘. e ki e g
BOIRE IR UNE ReoreIne new

auldn'timmediateiv deploy

he FAST (s limited in its military cag

A And then the Special Operations Force of fhe United States-
and but | had a conversation with General Ham -- again, | don't know the exact
time -- where he relayed to me that he had had a conversation with the Chairman and
the Secretary and that what you have in here, the FAST to prepare to deploy, the
EUCOM to prepare to deploy, and the Special Operations Force of the United States

to prepare to deploy, he relayed that those had been approved by the Chairman and

the Secretary.
Q  Okay.
A And in that same conversation, | remember telling him that, you know,

Roger, I've already had conversations with EUCOM, and they're getting the CIF to try
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to get them collocated with their aircraft, we're looking to get an aircraft to link up with

the FAST team,

Okay, maybe just real quick, | think we a little short on time,

W I‘”- ¢ 13 ¥ P T I A4 Lo N . £ale 1 : SLgY 5 .
put'if | could just'quickly move through'e of the ke t parately, 1,

a I 243 SN 3 Y 3 ".,"ﬂ ¥ |
2y weren't looking for shooters at that point.




wo, and'so we would have one preparedto go to Benghazi

i

0:90 to Tripoli, but neither have t withithem at |

understand that, but then I'm.

omewhere between 12 to 0200, the Secretary and:

nd are prepared to deploy. | said that when the event

T 1, % . 2 X b L LA .
we were still working to prepare deployment, 5:15, after th:
arennnal th . 2 1.4 . vy ariv thayv w

'sonnel on the gre [ 2V Ty Ney Were

quate security for

Jd 4 | L " -,“ N\t § \ =y ¢ V"' ’ oLt 11 4 a
[0 do'to get to Benghs : DI es, (nere was no
. > !

ra need for that. ' | never counterm:

still want tF

1 f
=/
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i Ylnk maybe one of the questrons we have or confusron about thls |s‘

That would mvolve domg the same thlng wrth them gettlng

them alerted fgettrng therr gear gettrng them to the arrstrlp, and then gettlng alrcraft

l

there And then there s about a 3-hour ﬂlght tlme from Rota

‘Q To Benghazr’?

( e ) T — S O

'A ~ To Benghazi. ‘So no matter what you're talking about I'm thinking not

what can they do in the next hour Im always thlnklng about  what can they do 6, 7
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L aln s Wiy i '
Use that's the soonest they cc Q. -":'l‘

dithe intent was if things h:

So, given th
| plausibly FAST be in Benghazi, had you started the proc
concert perhaps with:the J-3 how you would:move them from Benghazi airstrip
S FLSES S L. ) 4 Gl b d e ot ¢ vl [ e ) D e SR R i
wherever they were going, whnere the' ,‘;c.,lll':f*«!»mlnrﬁw}-‘, nm:lhmsm‘n"r::!mam
when'they got there; was iiw:‘.i;_n"m:‘si'rlivr.‘,; that ‘,,(f:%i'r,i*t-llfiifl
were con! :i-’fv ;”‘,‘_gj‘w ';). nse | Ll@ n N ‘,":”"" &

|n the broadest of term

y S e 41
what we had tall

1p.with th

- : ,-“.x;ré.'i-
4 n‘ my staff would have 4] don't recall maklng a spef:lﬁc

"m.

e

de“b'loy the FAST mto Libya. We hadn't gotten to the pomt where lt was an

executable mllltary optlon



Vir.- YR
back,  Let's'g

ve di é mpkm
0 hers arnved at certain decnsmns on ;he nlght of the,gttacks we
; X .;i,(_:' Ty *,, 1 ﬁ,, : ‘

wouldvllke.-to.begm wnth a d|scuss10n of the forces thai actually were deployed on that
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Mike Mullen, the former Chairman of
the Accountability R )ard, sta
night of the attack
oV \ | And [I'll enter this p
|
Cora,

2013. interview. into.the r

[Leidig

‘tf,[,A:L\!“f:]u:i‘;{«:‘!‘,\rg‘;

I'would like to read a portion c
Il focus your attention on the mid
jollowing, quot

nth hwes Pracir
n:two Presi

[0 MOV

fore

‘!: + ],;1,| uilllﬁ

L3, \‘\ {. ‘9 L
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:

Exhibit 1.

xhibit No. !

1 2
®
|

2ntification.]
vell for you, a
During this interview, Admiral

y o iy - ) ¥y eI S g |
'go back [';‘ll'lii_p]“,i:‘h p:ﬁ?]un]y!rlu»’ lui.lln[

appens, the

am to be. ast from

rces that night.  The




A Well, certainly, | agree for the ones that Admiral Mullen in his statement

here agree, that those absolutely were moved, that's the commander's in extremis

force from Croatia was eventually moved from Croatia when it linked up with this

arcrat o Sigorets.
I - = e iscusse inth previous hour

we started to prepare the FAST team and others to move along with medical

evacuation capability, lift capability. So there was a large amount of forces that were

moving.

b Uy
5-'.‘

Itipl L ultrforces'that nlght or varrous options?

|p||c|ty of ass s

were grygn ceeﬁs.to every :capabrllty that was avallable and as qurckly as rt could

.

move I never saw at ‘any moment dunng the evening where whatever we needed

people weren't dorng therr absolute best effort to get us that capablllty



nherent in prop: 1:,7»".’ ny hattlefield atio! Can vou'just

:‘ ; bl i)
Uncerainty that

for us; and i think you may. have touched:on this inithe last hour in describing

some of the video:that:you:were reviewing, just the:balance en trying: to

etermining what's happening on the ground and what might '\lil;-Jf:im_:

ppropriate response should be?

What | think is al ’f[:\"),s{ﬁp-:}? ant und “f'“‘—p[,;

that nightiis that'the information as it became available

vas:second- and third-hand information that wa:

informal networks, and w  through the defe

information source got to Bengha

tual orting.

n addition, ju




SSion Of some he fo  that were ¢

.

it about:the decisionmakini | Proct

Herah i 2l
0 at some.
Caniyouy just ?;»Z‘Y,I:iitl for us' how, you know,
neral Ham out of the country, how did s ‘!“Jl W your ra

night?:

A ~ What | would like to say is the AFRICOM, the Africa Command staff



perati ns in Libya, &
generally, what would happen, | have

recent experie
)

y CloSely Wil £ul

Command's capabil

me. 0, in general,

knew.that would be
i et )
na my J-o present

staff put together an

order to remove or

L]

nd so we had v

¥ {1

nce because of the combat operations

ropean Command. . So | was personally very

18 a =] P Woa¥, L3 U
ties, AFRIC 'S capablilities with a verv:robust |

l[ dge of rr[‘tf‘r‘:.'ié'.r',;f[ig-,y)

¢! I:r}h]”ii‘,rlﬂ,[ﬁi{
: |

Ny
Ve dds A PSR b s
JIbva. We worked

ware of Eur

eam. 111534:'\-,:,‘@;:&‘

not.only would | personally be considering military options that |

available, | also have a staff through my operations officer, my.J-3

ing me with additional options -"ffztllnntiat |

d present ‘}sitrt:'f';‘;{.:s_;;,l‘i'-\‘,v'l:,r‘ 1

s LN il

ms as part of our:

You had mentroned just a moment ago some of the eports that

receive or transport the wounded in Benghazi.

| would just I|ke to
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tate De
enerally,

DN f([‘ } '1[[|;y|;‘ f'theattacks?

Absolutely ."v“i“,:‘""s"f‘i:y‘:él‘;i?ﬂ‘

what had:happened to the Amba ':'x"l'a_?!wir"ilnliﬂ“?';l"‘ ‘:nrls—un'r"?'.l‘j
o get them | un of Bengk | Zi, & l l d so the u; a : .';L!_.o,i.'u-lfh focus.

was either.evac.or meo 2Vac, | :,". j € <l i the : '1![:;[.{;;,:5: '.';ill'v;*.l'-'l{'li;ff--"

i‘:r.!.‘;: e mi ,11' .

‘|:';f-lnflv" - ' 11 't’”,;]'”-h.

== L. y |k -3 N
-',w!»}rl‘.’- v had fount

[l] LSt ,\ u[”l

?v iui\;&’

ime bit further bégéus,e' th

oo N g8

Bat thaT \;vés always part of the response on the mght of the attacks'?
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hostage situation or
surge assault forc

OT an:evacuation ¢

idonitthink it's aneith

Iu;idl'

curmed.real'time thi

AES Yeé.

, but on the other-hand, you me

ek <} 1 L5 TN % i .
sometning eise, tnat, onine |

pability of some sort?

It
/0!

itlmay nave to surg

"‘;‘Y Y (o= v.r
PUONS 10 Q0 DO,

hat, like | said; by the time the indirect attach

sking for evac or med

n, and based on the;

s for, you Know , lift

ither/or/and in

We had a noncombatant evacuatlon operation plan for Tripoli
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Benghazi, but it'

ocation. You just need a little |

this )

Vlc:)l,m

N

mmajly when they got to the Annex

It was only when we started just before the



ndirect fire attack reporting

all arms,
ask force making'some reporting, - And then the indire

rlintiv W +h, 2 ) 3 ,-;.‘ N p L 3 7
bruptly. Then the reporting from them became more regular, and their
that point was we have adequate forces, we have adequate security, we'r g

|

 militia here who is going to:protect the roads and get us ou

they said:very.clearly. we need vour assistance to get out of
\\ ‘|||: | t to Rer | Zi. A\ ';1,« > Rl ST
el ge! - pendnaZl Ive wd_»yl“_ vith that.  What'we

5

get out . of Benghazi airf

King on options to get aircraft there.

aft in the air, but | have aircraft.that are now on:alert in.Germany, that

crews are coming inand'they'r

getting ready to lift and go wherever we would ne

T I T - 3 o5 .
hey. ultimately end up be AR W =
>y imately end up be 1 others that go to




request for flight clearances, | thi nk you had m

L

ome other person on your staff who may have been i

were working i‘il“\i\",[:}:il[:l’ DUt E'I{d[‘}’[r)u'}:[:‘n/:.u:];m‘ wareness over wr

cOUnty, onithe country team or ‘.'l'l“,llii'fi,’!l'-:} )AT's office were B, lll} fal

Oh, and maybe | didn't say it
heen a2 PrC il:'r{r";"“rl'iilll"Li‘,i'fi“i:‘i“‘:”‘i-‘:‘;" an
UAV.there, and in evel -',‘"wv“,i""-‘”'i 5“"‘,‘:"."""""‘"
who was very well col
b

then | 311.'1‘”1[1! the

problem with cl
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juring the

ed it would probably

4 LAY ¥ L&
2Ct WIN 1C ks who

ether people

Ct; V NOTK King the |'

o

oD\ — Thank you Iappremate that clarification.
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s not there that night, he didn't. come to the(
t know. all where he was. . The political, the policy.
that night. He was very helpful during.the night doing
Seie | [EAN § [ PR ¥ pE T ) p 4 o g N ELSY ¥ T TY R L "
oordination. 'l don'| all any specific. conversations that | had with him, but
ao rem !nr1"Lf1|i§1,a.w9 DE
Q" Okay.

Hew

¥ .-Q‘I

nything. He - t?ﬁn n””‘lulh‘nm‘ at would.

this effe.ct. and‘I would just I|ke to ask for your comment on them but oh fhe nlght of




of the attac

alking about the F

oint, you had me

alrcraft are startlng to move to get ready to Imk up with the FAST team At that point,



o 038 So you can see from the, you know from the tlmellne
! . ¢ ,u'.‘ .“ }.h.,,,.

ycu can see what the Chalrman and Secretary through my combatant commander

they were makmg every mllrtary option available by prepanng to deploy a number of
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Q You &]:['{(f(c}!‘(c.)h{:}‘ﬁl*’n)ﬂ. : He) i oUr dis - O CONVEers =\

National/Military Command Center. Would that include General Ham at the timr

A iy, sommunications = | did have communications with' seneral Ham.
}

My recollection is they weren't through the National Military: Command Center:

m that :




58

t’1-2z58 pm 1 |

o0\ BYl |

Q Was.u;_g.your opimon that General Ham was beiqg kept fully and tlmeiy |
jnformed of thé infdrmation and reporting that you had recelved over the course of the
mght'? |

A Yes.

Q ; .Did it appear to you at any point that Generarl Ham may have also been
jreceiving.info'l-"mation-frbm _perhaps other sources or erﬁiiies? Did you have any
visibility intb-thatz_

A lonly knew that he was having some direct conversations with the
Chairman and Secretary. How he was getting it, any additional information other
than that I'was providing him, I'am not aware how he was doing it that evening.

Q Okay. | would like to return to the night of the attacks, just before the
attacks began. You were discussing some of the protests that you observed, |
believe that day, outside Embassy Cairo.

A Uh-huh.

Q And at that time, were you aware of the motivation or the catalyst for
those protests?

A Yes, | think | understood from press reporting and some -- a little bit of
military reporting that it was related to the - | forget how it's be being described
now -- but a video, if | remember correctly.

Q A YouTube video?

A Yes.
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Q ki wards chronol I'Ji 1|i1{1};t")..

n the last hour about the Site Security Team.  And | just kind of had one follow-up -
guestion -- or two rather --.related to that, just to kind of : |§,r‘.|"‘:§; think where
may have even left off. Did DOD withdraw the SST against the express wish of
Ambassador. Stevens that it remain in Libya?

1#.1‘; concerns from t
=mbassy or.from the Ambassador. And as | said, we met ,'.V"Ii:il‘;i‘ﬁ,'..'_v“,‘_/“i"""‘~‘ issad
':fﬁ';‘glv’zi:ﬁ.,"r«  didn't raise ¢ m.;fﬁ SUESs O
fro m ‘m“r ief of m

‘_“ ,‘”j;z ["I.i[! o ”P[ ]“ l“ 2
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wrong tool for the job. And'l'am just wondering if you -'fi?ffH‘.f}'l’g“]li;(—'\"h:-",ﬂ'b!]“i'-‘-‘;.q\c:J’[ﬁf’*

this platform and whether or not it was:in fact the wrong tool for the jot

at the military

How would wi

"hey would

t
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nation back

':,y,, 1 4 i 2 W
0 f d‘uestlon ‘ to the l|st of the deta|ls to make sure we fully

understand the granularlty of the spemﬂcs And l want to clanfy that in asklng
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UE [ FAST teams dispatched to Benghazi, or potentially dispatched

¥

Benghazi, | dic ean to suggest, imply, or infer that you had countermanded an
order, in any way or.acted in any way inappropriately. | am merely trying to gather
P e fic bout that 50 | ‘.’-‘"-‘.!li."!nlrl o be refl :;xv','l‘!.nl::‘.!ivil‘:fﬁ'\‘ ord

med Service:
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ed, could be
: e '
OWN MOoDBIlity,
ID." . e
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‘deployed to B 'fl Al irf ‘frl Thenw
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way or into an:unknown situ; .irij::.;~.‘fu'7‘.-;,—

thelr alrcraft oy You can see that that was one of the optlons that the Secretary and
Chalrman gave us permlssmn to teIl them to deploy. And General Ham told me that
we had permnsSnon to move them to Slgonella So they were |mmed|ately dlrected to

muster, get their gear, get with their aircraft, fly to Sigonella, which has an air strip and




anvisioned was the situation that was unknown with:some

risk In Benghazi: And the idea would be that they would fly into the f-n'H‘/r"i}-‘.l'_i.}l~ii[§
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only airfield there; the'Benghazi airfield; andithen they. '.f.t‘:-liIrt‘éllf‘:?:-lif'.ofl‘-‘}‘s}lmfi:o:Jnﬁ‘vh’:‘ivgi[,
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deploy order? they would be statloned ready to go and then we would go dlrectly to

an execute order




ou have mc

have a f” Hl.jg;[;’ rder; :g«r“:[r“ ‘:][il"‘J"H;W, n then have a '.'-‘"l;x”f:fj‘f'll‘-;'~, ‘that ti IH :
you - first that says prepare the plan:  Nextyou could have a warning order that

yS,okay, warning, we are setting H hourfor the operation. And'then the ne»

might be the execute order. But in crisis, normally we would go from —=in thi:

: 1)
general opera lonaﬂ and.strateglc leVeI |u|dance from Afnca Command they would
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But they
Given their experience, they have

e highlyitrained Special Forces, the best trained in the

at's whv th ’u""r"_.l[i||m 0 these m{:](;]”‘;,lg[‘t! r's N ) l; )n]f (e];r ‘ '

: 5

A ," ,Andrthey lmmedlately started planmng for that

Q. _.-;_-‘.;:,,‘Okay' Now we notlced and referrlng to that tlmelme | put in front of

\

you earlier, you‘ g_'a_n Io’ok at it |f you want, but | have part of it here --

A lhaveit.



at would be to re:

Yes. Number three there.



Aol Thatforce is really at the Secretary of Defense's dirc_e‘étion_. But when |
was tbld:thatathéi\ fbr¢e "v(/‘asho,w being prepared to deploy, we then have a —we had
%done operatidns.jﬁ“t.hve past in Africa with that force, and so we knew how tollink up
with their Command Center and start doing the coordination.

;Q Sure. Sorry to jump around. Also on that timeline, DOD timeline, it
talks about an 0230 conference call hosted by the National Military Command Center,

which included representatives of AFRICOM and other commands. Were you on

that call?
A Yes.
Q Okay. What was -- to your recollection what was the discussion there?
A | don't recall.
Q Okay.
A | had several conversations with the National Military Command
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1

Do you recall was Bengha: ' was going on in Benghazi discussed
Clion: ii'-‘/c]t:-.‘-!.—]nlhn;f...,“[‘z;f”..i-ﬁ.\ ine. | know. it was a long tim \ .’

s the focal point of every conversation that night.

Mol e ;“‘r’ ,',‘.- f 2 ]
am not sure e you referring to

|

OI'C :Y»:".iipl E ir\j[‘i,j?;‘;;'

ticularly in Africe

S. Government pe

L

re ‘f,iuétuékplané is ,my'-uﬁders'fandihg:‘a g

'~z'l‘:!n 2 14 I" i v . A i\ el ." ,:);.,.'_-~4.7i’.;< A ".{‘:'."»AE-vf\"; ‘
We have a noncombatant evacuation 99§?a,§|dn plan for
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S oA

pecial envoy:tothe , based'in Bengha

e was DOD plannin: ‘anevacuation of

N

to happen for the residual

‘Ifj"‘c‘:"‘o‘u'ld take your narratiife_ahd say that the

bassador Stevens went to Benghazi dru‘r.ing',

5 ik

A ~ And we were wholly focused on the Ambassador and the Embassy in
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Tnpoh There wasn't any remalmng presence that I was aware of in Benghaz:

_Q. No, _| thlnk you are actually nght on my quest|on

A t55, Prlor to‘th|s 9/11 event Ambassadors traveled around thelr countnes

fand-DQB1;|s‘;-:no,t=|nforn1ed,i;except for the small group of people that work at the.
Embassy, ‘the defense attache.

Q- Yeah. | “ 7

A ks A‘F RICOM did not track where Ambassadors travel within their own
country. My assessment is Ambassador Stevens was traveling within his own
country. ‘

Q Sure.

A That is not normally something that State would inform Department of
Defense about.

Q No, yeah, no, | don't mean to --

A And so --

Q Yeah. | think actually the question is, is not whether DOD stayed
apprised of the Ambassador's specific or discrete movements from place to place in
his country. | think that we all understand that is not something you are in the
business of doing. | think the question is, is that post the reopening of a U.S.
Embassy in Tripoli, where now the Ambassador and the bulk of the U.S. diplomatic
presence has now moved back to Tripoli, there is still retained in Benghazi a number

of State Department civilians at a location there. And | guess my question is, did
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DOD coordlnate wrth the State Department -- or perhaps |t may be falrer to say did’

wrth DOD to make arrangements for those personnel to

'State Departm,en coordmat'

Qi night |
A And\sotl,don't know how we eould have done planning for something
that we didn't -- ' 7

Q i Iithink you are answenng my question. That makes sense.

AL = didn't kiow exists.

QU Sorlet- me ask it like this. Sorry. So was there, to your knowledge, an
evacuation plan for the State Department personnel in Benghazi?

A No, there was no plan for evacuation of personnel from Benghazi --

TQ To your knowledge.

A - -- because we didn't know there were any U.S. personnel in Benghazi.

Q Okay. That's helpful. You mentioned also, the night of the attack,
that the first time that you had heard a request of any kind for military assistance,
shooters you mentioned, was at the time of the mortar attack, which was about 0515.
| am just wondering where did that request come from?

A | got the request from my task force liaison officer in the Command
Center, which he said he was receiving from the task force personnel on the ground
that were now at the Annex.

Q In Benghazi?

A In Benghazi, right. That is the only request that | got for direct military



news,; about Lieutenant Cc

[ S X e d 1 KE2N Al 9t - Ay el . ’.‘;:
'our-person:team tnat was Kno asS ©ant ITipoil, thatr'were in i-,ulw"lh.‘

agsisted the evacuation of the A ) in Tripoli to an Annex

Facility that was more secure e then, upot uation of {l

Q  Whatabout C.olo'nel_' Did you have any conversations
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with h|m that mght?
A No Hls chaln of command was to Admlral Losey

‘ _« il

Q @kay.' Did you speak WIth him at any tlme pnor to 9/1 1’?

Qi And then with respect to -- we are almost done -- with respect to the

C-17 for medlcal evacuatton I think you mentioned that that aircraft was coming
from Germany Is'that‘cérrect? }

A That‘s correct. ' Itwas coming from Ramstein.

Q ‘Ramstein. So did you or someone in your command, were they in
Hialogue with ‘Ramstein, with the air basé there about that?

A Absolutely. We were in dialogue with European Command, the Air
Component Command, Air Forces Africa, Air Forces Europe, and Transportation
Command back in the United States to coordinate getting that medevac lift.

Q Sure. Do you happen to know if AFRICOM -- maybe not you -- but do
you happen to know if anyone in your command at AFRICOM, were they in direct
communication with Ramstein, or were all the communications then routed through
EUCOM and then on down from there?

A No, there were communications at all various levels. In these types of
crises and incidents, there is staff officers talking directly to staff officers, there is
leaders talking to each other, and then combatant commands like me talking at the

command level. So there was communications at all various levels that night.

Q Again, with respect to the C-17, | think you had mentioned
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earhen tcorrect me rfl am mrsremembenng what you sald - but that AFRICOM was

% F

conmdenng medrcal evacuatlon pretty early on Is that a falr - ;

Nx Dot thrnk«we started to! understand about -- we started to understand that

there -- wellv-we knewthat- there were some casualties as soon as it was elear that the
Ambassador was mrssmg
Q _- ',Ju And the communicator was dead.

A .An_d'the communicator was dead.

Q Yeah.
A  Sowe immediately started planning for evacuation, medical evacuation
at that point.

Q - That's helpful. Then with respect to that C-17, | think the timeline in
front of you says that 0605 on 12 September, AFRICOM ordered a C-17 to Germany
to, quote, "prepare to deploy to Libya to evacuate Americans." | am just
wondering -- | know you were discussing it, or thinking about it earlier when you heard
that there were first casualties earlier on. | am just wondering why it wasn't until
0605 that the actual order went to Germany?

A This time makes sense to me, because it's at this point that | know that
this indirect attack is over, from the experts on the ground that they don't require
direct military support or shooters, and that they want to evacuate. At this point,
what | don't know is whether the aircraft is going to fly to Benghazi or Tripoli.

Q Sure.
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basically getithe crew, get on the airci

equipment and everything and




secunty on the ground They havg a militlQ.ulTney can
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move to Benghazt alrﬁeld And now we are trymg to help them getc out of the country.
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Q Okay. T hat’s helpful. Thank you And then just one Iast questron
wrth respect to the @ 17 The official order here whether there was an earlrer
drscussron W|th Ramsteln or not about you know before 0605 about prepanng to

deploy.,’the_actual»-aircraft dldn't deploy. departGermany untrl 1415 To a lot of

people %B;hours seerns like a Iong tlme to get.an»arrcraft that was dedrcated to medrcal‘
evac airborne So I guess the question is; to your knowledge why dld |t take that,
Iong for the pIane to take off after the notification? |

A | don't know the details. | know that we were tracking it very.ctosely. I
do recall'aconversation that there wasn't a specific C-17 already preconfigured ready
;to go. ;There was SOme conﬁgurationiand staffing that had to occur to get the airoraft-
:ready.

Q Sure.

A What was already in place was an aeromedic medevac capability that
was very well exercised between the combatant theaters like Afghanistan back to:
Ramstein. But to get a plane prepared with the rtight medical personnel, with the
right crew, with the right equipment, basically the plane had to be kind of -- not the
plane had to be constructed, but the interior had to be constructed.

Q Configured would be a fair way to describe it.

A Configured. So recalling of the right personnel, getting the air crew,
getting the brief. Remember, this is a country where we have to consider are there
surface-to-air missile threats, so they need intelligence and many other things. So
this, in my personal experience, this was actually a job very well done. And that's
how | felt that day, that this wasn't a long delay. In fact, this was a very well done and
executed mission to get them there that quickly.

Q Okay. Thank you. That's helpful. And | said last question about the
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C 17 One\last quest,ﬂonw) beously, thls was a EUCOM plane Is tﬁ'at'fcorréct?

In other words «thls s *[;ot an AFRICOM plane'?

like?. sWas |t AFRICOM speaking to TRANSCOM dlrectly, or were you coordinating
with EUCOM?; _

f‘A"'-%r-':-'-f;:‘ Inrthi‘s‘:case- we worked directly. with Transportation Command.

Q Okay Very good

'A. But EUCOM would have had other forces at the base and that we would
need, SO we»would be talking with EUCOM because they own -- you know, they own
the airfield. | )

Q ’At Iéast a three-way conversation?

A Yes, itwas avery -- it was a three-way conversation to include the Joint
Staff the entire way through.

Q Okay. Okay. |am just going to move to the post-attack questions.

AR - Excuse me.
OV-?-_ Please.

pr\ BY

Q Admiral, going back to something you said at | think when we -- earlier,
closer to the beginning of our discussions, you mentioned that in anticipation of the
9/11 anniversary, you and General Ham kind of considered the possible threat. |
think you said you conducted a deep dive of some of the threats out there and so

forth.




81

And then on the night of the attack, | think in explaining the
10y afz PN T, s “.- N abhnit b niin e Yol Ve | avall ol Lo ) IJ
CITCUMBIANCEaS, YOU 1alKe poutbeingin e & o Vouiking or evaluated menu oy
response options that were potentially before you, and utilized those that were
appropriate nd available
A Uh=huh.
And if l understand correctly that inyour assessment, evaluati

consideration of that menu of options, certain facts were apparent, such a

w where the aircraft was that

s the third piece?
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necessaryuntelllgence to deploy them’gJ

A The lntelllgence that we needed was to understand what was going on
on the gnound;- the‘[‘e. And so lt-:was very -- gt was a very unknown environment. We
had just‘.had an event. happgn-»«.wnere we later learned the Ambassador was killed |
that we. don't know real” tlme who they were, what capablllty they had. We then had
another event at the Annex where now we have mdlrect fire. So an escalation of
enemy m|||tary» capability, again no.,tv knowing what capablllty they have. And so
eVerything we were evaluating that night was asking the question, what is the
environment that we are deploying into? And if we deploy forces, are we putting
more forces at risk? And could they elso find themselvee overfnatched by the forces
‘.and.capability there? Are we going into an ambush? Is this going to make the
situation worse? All those questions were being asked that night.

iQ Right. |see. Thank you.

AR — One more question. You had mentioned earlier this afternoon
that AFRICOM was involved in a data call for the Accountability Review Board.
Were you personally interviewed for the Accountability Review Board?

Admiral Leidig. No, | was not?

O 2 sY
Q | just have one question that | thought of while we were sitting here

about the EUCOM CIF. You mentioned that they weren't under the control of
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i 1
And he was coordinating with them, and we were getting reports from his staff that

they were already doing the planning and getting engaged.

Q) Given it was a ELUCOM CIF, would he'then be — | am sorry, Admiral

coprdinating with theincounterpart in EUCOM'then? s

hat how that would work?

_et me rephrase it. Did you participate in a formal after-action
.!.//‘ , it r," j(:“'. b L . g i x -

) Ay LRSS _‘r & ;‘ . ¢
happened in Benghazi?
iy

* With anybody, in the U.S. military. Did you pa‘r‘ticipate? Let me ask

you this.
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A . Okay

Q Have you done after—actlon reviews before after an engagement of

' 2
some kind?
g

@ Didthat happenthis fime wilt respect fowhat had happened in
:B.en:ghafzif; |
- A ~No. The gmdance that we had at Afnca Command was that the
Accountablllty Rewew Board would review the mmdent ln Benghazi and that we were
to fuIIy partlmpate with the Accountablllty Review Board.
Qf: s ,Qkay.
A And that would be our after action review.
Q  No, that's helpful. Thank you.
OrRl — Did you guys have anything else? So | think with that we will go

off the reeord.

[Recess.]
oD\ - We will go back on the record.

oD\ BY

Q Admiral, thank you for your patience today. | know it's been a long
day, with our unexpected interruption earlier. | just had a few follow-up questions on
some of the statements that you have made earlier or in previous rounds.

One of the things | would like to talk about, | know that you kind of drilied in with
some granularity on the DOD timeline, the official timeline that was distributed,
specifically the 6:05 a.m., 0605 order to deploy, or prepare to deploy, rather, the C-17

from Ramstein. Can | ask, we had talked a little bit earlier about how information
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was ﬂowrng up to you at AFRICOM and how the DAT was your prrncrpal means of
communrcatron. at Ieast for a srgnrﬁcant portren of the nrght Were you aware at this

trme and I am gorng to ask thrs because‘l don't want to oversrmplrfy the drscussron

of what it wou | tak 'to;perform an evac ora medrcal eVacuatron a But were you

L"

aware,,erther throughtyour DAT or through other means that the Lrbyans were also

preparrng to send a C’;1_30 on the mornrng of the attacks? |

fAv : Are you askrng, was | aware that they were prepared to send a C-130
from Tripoli to Benghazi?

Q  Correct. |

A ~ Yes. |knew fromthe DAT that the Libyans were looking for a way to
help us get our g‘ﬁys out of Benghazi. J

Q Okay. And did you know what purpose that C-130 was to serve in
Benghazi?
| A From my perspective, it was to load all the U.S. personnel onto the‘
plane and fly it back to Tripoli.

Q Okay. And | know it's been 18 months now, so maybe your
recollections on -- with specificity as to the minute to minute, but do you recall when
about those arrangements or those preparations were being made to move the
Libyan Air Force C-130 from Tripoli to Benghazi?

A No. |don't know.

Q Okay. But your DAT did have visibility into that, or may have even
participated in those discussions. Is that your understanding?

A | would have expected, from the conversations we had, that our DAT
was actively involved in talking to the Libyans about trying to get that capability. My

understanding was he was actively working that.
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Q  Great wThank you. One other matter' You had di'scussed how some
of the reportlng that: was comlng in to you palnted perhaps an |mperfect picture, that
maybe it was moomplete mformatlon and the dectsmns you were makmg were based

el just wanted to ask a specmc

questlon Youim, :tioned for us Ibelleve in the first hour that your operatlons

center had liaiso from,_anothergovernmental agency there But you had

mentloned that they weren't in contact with their people in Benghazn. Do you happen
to know why that was the case?

A No, I'don't know. -

Q Okay. Did that surprise you at all that you weren't receiving
}information directly from that entity?

A I would say that -- you have to think about this the way the information
came to me: It was a long period of time before | understood that there were-
f‘personnel‘ on the ground. How they were communicating with anybody, | don't
:know. I'don't have any insight how the - personnel on the ground were
communicating with anybody. My- liaison that was there in the command
center that night, | have a couple people from-fthat work in my command. The
gentleman that was in our command center that night was our senior intel analyst.
So | don't know if he had the capability or the linkages to talk to those folks on the
ground. | justdon't - | just don't know. But | wasn't getting any reporting from my
- liaison in my command center that night.

Q Okay. And so the two task force members or the two DOD personnel,
they were reporting in through a task force liaison? Is that correct?

A My understanding is they were reporting through task force chain of

command. And the task force has an amazing capability where everyone can see
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the commumcatlons ina chat room So they were commumcatlng wrth others in the

task force '_4‘

hedt

cﬂthe reportmg Andtthen_jlater dunng the lndlrect attack

And my I|a|s9n could see those commumcatrons and was gettmg some

, some of the Speclf c!

requests-.were»dlrectly to Afnca Command

ere‘-was a,conversatlon about the specrallzed skllls that some of the;

teams or some of the forces bsought to the table You had;mentloned that the FAST
"’lf ?@f% l f}&’} T 34 “‘““"4 TR ’.'3'?*’ "'df ;"‘5'"' *‘ .' rL" i ‘ l Z" it '_
team is capable of performmg a variety of mrssrons 1 was wondenng if you could

just elaborate on .that Why I am asking thrs question |s I qut want to understand you
clearly, that we are not trylng to dlmlmsh |n any way the capabilltles of that force but
pgghaps,whe_n compared wrthfot_her force_s.thatwere in fact deployed that nlght that
:,rnay-;.,hayéfhadimg_re.specializ_e\d to_ol‘kjt's. But this team was still a robust team, or
can you just may_b‘e comment or opine on their ability?:

A | mean the FAST platoons are very capable for what we need them to
do. So they can be used to move to a location and provide security. They can be
deployed out on ships. Since they are Marines, they are used to working with the

Navy. So they bring a kind of a different skill set than the highly specialized CIF,

The FAST is some very specially
trained young Marines, led -- normally the company might have an 04 as the
commander, and the platoons are led by a captain. So what you are getting is a
young Marine captain with young enlisted Marines as the primary capability. When
you compare that to a task force that will have these warriors that have been trained

for 20, 25 years, and they are very senior NCOs or they are very highly capable,
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trained Special Forces, they are just completely different in terms of planning

capability.

And then what makes the CIF highly specialized is tt

vehicles and a higher end of military equipment e .“}lsnlm , they will

come with their rifles.  They'will come with maybe M-50s, and then they might come
Wwith some light anti-armor-tvype eguipment But they are not a self-deployable
capability,. They depend on other units to hi \[o hem de; tv\‘ and be ready to

accomplish their mission:  So th ‘rfn'i;'c!1‘:‘1%!“1_«',2((1:1‘.'&:.'*/axt:'m:‘,'f-ﬂzms’i’.

in without other supporting units and other : SUpportir g€ wl‘!Jmh m; mollh

comes wholly contained. And basically, if they can get with | 'rl tlt

on the

o So lt‘s not surpnsihg to me th t State
: / : ', ! ? v.;t’ 11’
Degartment hacl some klpd of faclhty ln Benghazu if they wanted to do busune '

ss'there

that we Weren't aware of Because there would be many, many facllltles in many,
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rnany countries that's not on'the list of-thing‘s th'a't D@D is aware of or tracks.

IQ A Okay And are you aware rf any of their evacuation planning may have
been coordinated wrth another governmental entity in Bengham? o 4.
A I am not aware of -~ l am not aware of any planmng that they. had done

. ‘.hr

‘for Benghazr .
o2 _ ! can take one question offif | can just ask it right here.
OV2 BY

Q_ Does the evacuation planning change the posture of where DOD
military airlift capability is throughout the world? Does it affect that at all?

A  Itcould, Itwould depend on what th'e,-.»planning. and what the military
reguirements are.-‘ And remember State Department is responsible for the;
evacuation of their Embassy. So, in any NEO plan, the first option is for State
Denartmen_t to oontract airlift, sealift, and other things to get American citizens out of
the country. Itis only when State Department doesn't have the capability that they
then come to the Department of Defense. Ve do joint planning with them to build
the military options to support the Ambassador's overall noncombatant evacuation
operation plan.

And so if capabilities were identified that an Ambassador needed for a NEO,
we would look to see if we have those capabilities, or in our case, we would look to
see if those capabilities were aware in Europe. In many cases, because the United
States and Embassies are spread around the world, we don't have capabilities ready
to get to every Embassy immediately. But we identify those in capability gap
assessments that | provide back to the Joint Staff on a quarterly basis. So what |
would do is if there was a capability that we thought we needed to do an operation

and | didn't have that available, then | would identify that as a needed capability.
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,\’ay the queshon agam? Because | was really trylng.-

Q 'V'ﬁ'Yes\,‘ srr You were asked some questlons earller about your force
posture.
T o i

AL Uhhuh 4

Q . And what --you know how were you ata certaln force posture and

what is that based on’? And | thmkthat you said that mtelhgence typically dnves your

force posture‘? :

- A Well, | mean |t's a whole vanety of thlngs There's a very detalled ‘
vplann.ing process we could use Intelhgence would drlve part of it, but it would also
be what -- and under intelligence we would look at our capabilities, and we wouId Iook
‘at enemy capabllmes and enemy intentions. You know, and so in this partlcular
case, on 9/11, the threat is normally from terrorist organizations. So we're tryrngto‘
_understa_nd what their intentions might be, and then couple that with what theiri o

capabilities might be, a_nd_then_how we woutd ne‘ed to respond tf there was an attack.
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Qies And so during the period leading tlp__.‘tothe: Benghazi attacks, what you
weref\gyorri,ed about within'the AFRICOM map? What were your issues that kept yod

'_epen Iate? :

; | ,'I:;;;Okay So mtelllgencetdid not |nd|cate that there were any. AI Qaeda

ehem;t lhtentlons to conduct an attack |n Afrlca o Pnor to this 9/1 1 nor post—9/1 11 any
revnew ever found any mtelllgence that sald they were so that's the mtentlon palt
So from our perspectlve there was no |ntent|lo'rton that day

7 So then. we look at what i is their capablltty and what might they do with that.
And,so we’know that there‘are:small.groups‘ of Al Qaeda with militias in Libya. We
know that there are Al Qaeda groups m Tunisia. We know that there are Al Qaeda
greups, in Mali.  We know. that there's Boko Haram. in Nigeria. We know that there
are Al Qaeda groups, Al-Shebaab, in Somalia. \We know that there are Al Qaeda
groups in Kenya. And so we're aware of where Al Qaeda groups are all across of-
Africa. The question is what might they do on 9/11. Our best assessment was
there might be a small attack of some sort, a terrorist attack, a vehicle-borne IED,
suicide vest IED, or an attack like that.

We didn't see the intention nor the capability where someone would organize
vfor an attack againsta U.S. facility, but there might be a VBID or a suicide vest |IED
attack against a U.S. facility, but not the type of attack that we saw this night,
particularly the attack that occurred at 5:15 that clearly was a military capability, which
later turned out to be mortars. That was not the type of attack that we thought they
had the capability of putting together.

oD\ sy N

Q When you say "Al Qaeda groups," are you referring to kind of the core

Al Qaeda or Al Qaeda central, or are you referring to --



95

A No I mean -- I'm sorry. I'm: answenng too quickly.
We - the term that 1 used and is commonly. used is "At Qaeda allies and
afﬁlrates " So there S AI Qaeda core in the Afghanlstan -Pakistan region. We re well

famrllarg :'th[that 4 There are other folks that are aft' Irates they are oﬂ' crally endorsed;

orgamzatron r‘ thatts hke AIvShebaab now the A| Qaeda group in' Yemen AI Qaeda‘

ln Iraq.-: where they have -- they are an ofﬂclal franchrse essentrally And then there_
are ‘ot!hersr thato‘olnsmer themselves alhed wrth tt S0 they Ahave the same mtent but:
they re not offi crally endorsed. So Ansar Al-Sharia, for instance, |n Libya, is a group
that- has lots of connectlons; They know many. of the fighters in Afghanistan and
_:Pakistan. but they're not an officially endorsed organization, nor have they organized
to the pointwhere they would - Al Qaeda would endorse them as one of them. But
they have like goals in mind.

And so we knew that some of the folks in eastern Libya have -- support Al
Qaeda's larger vision, they have sent fighters in Irag and Afghanistan in the past, that
they're experienced t"lghters, and they're back in Libya, and that they're there.

But they are only interspersed amongst organizations. We hadn't seen
anything that said that they had organized into a very tightly organized and
‘ready-to-execute-operation-type operation. But they were always aspirational, you
know, to conduct some sort of maybe terrorist activity.

Q Okay. s itthe case that there were, in fact, two separate Ansar
Al-Sharias, one perhaps at Benghazi and one a Derna-based --

A Well, Ansar Al-Sharia is actually a fairly common name. And so, yes,
there are groups that have an Ansar Al-Sharia label in Derna, in Benghazi, and you'll
see them in other places, Ansar Al-Sharia organization in Tunisia. So that's a fairly

common name. | don't recall exactly what it stands for.








