Congress of the United States
MWashington, DC 20515

February 6, 2018

The Honorable Scott Pruitt

Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
William Jefferson Clinton Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Pruitt:

We seek clarification of your statement' last week, in testimony before the Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee, that there has been “no decision or determination” on whether the Environmental Protection
Agency will “take any steps to repeal or replace the [greenhouse gases] endangerment finding.” This position
appears inconsistent with statements you have made in the past; during your confirmation hearing, for example,
you told? senators that the endangerment finding “is there, and it needs to be enforced and respected,” adding,
“There is nothing that I know that would cause it to be reviewed.” We would like to know whether you stand by
the comments you made during your confirmation hearing; if not, we would like to understand why your
position has changed.

As you know, the EPA in 2009 concluded? that current and projected atmospheric concentrations of carbon
dioxide (CO2) and five other greenhouse gases “endanger both the public health and the public welfare of
current and future generations,” in part because those gases “are the root cause of recently observed climate
change.” This determination—an “endangerment finding”—effectively required that the EPA act to limit
emissions of those six pollutants. The agency’s finding was the culmination of a lengthy process involving
careful and extensive review of relevant science, as well as hundreds of thousands of public comments. In 2012,
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit upheld* the legitimacy of that finding—a conclusion that the
Supreme Court declined to review.

Already, the greenhouse gas endangerment finding has enabled the EPA to seek emissions reductions from
fossil fuel-fired power plants; from passenger cars and trucks; from buses and commercial trucks; and from
sources within the oil and natural gas industry. The basic need for emissions reductions is urgent and
indisputable; pursuing such reductions will become vastly more difficult if the endangerment finding is
compromised or revoked.

The need for decisive climate action is clearer today than it was even at the time of your confirmation.
According to scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2017 was’ the third-warmest
year on record; seventeen of the eighteen warmest years on record have now occurred® since 2001. 2017 was
also a record-setting year for the kind of extreme weather events to which climate change directly contributes:

! https://insideclimatenews.org/mews/3001201 8/scott-pruitt-epa-senate-hearing-trump-abuse-constitution-climate-science-emissions-
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NOAA has determined that damage from major weather and climate disasters cost’ our nation more than $306
billion.

Last year was not an anomaly; it was part of an accelerating trend. In addition to warmer temperatures and
increasingly severe, unpredictable weather, we are already dealing with problems like rising sea levels and
recurrent flooding in coastal communities; destructive changes to fragile, irreplaceable, and economically
crucial ecosystems; localized crop failures or fall-offs in production; worsening air quality; and increased

incidence of respiratory and other illnesses. Unchecked, these trends will only worsen—with potentially
catastrophic consequences.

According to the National Climate Assessment, “the magnitude of climate change beyond the next few decades
depends® primarily on the amount of heat-trapping gases emitted globally, and how sensitive the Earth’s climate
is to those emissions.” Predictably, “higher emissions levels will result in more warming, and thus more severe
impacts.” If we want our children to inherit a healthy, livable world, we need to stop polluting that world with
greenhouse gases. We need to make responsible, sometimes-difficult choices. Maintaining the endangerment
finding, and using it as a basis to further reduce emissions, is an easy and essential step. We urge you to take
that step, in keeping with your previous comments.

Sincerely,

A Vmals MZub

A.Donald VicEachin
Member of Congress
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Alma 8. Adams, Ph.D. Nanette Diaz Barragan
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Donald S. Bever Jr. U / Earl Blumenauer .
Member of Congress Mcmber of Congress

Member of Congress

7 https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/
¢ http://s3.amazonaws.com/nca2014/low/NCA3_Full Report 02 Our Changing Climate LowRes.pdf?download=1




Mo A 2tr (AL, (ast=

Matt Cartwright A Kathy Casto
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Joe Courtney I
Member of Congress
. ] - ) 2 \’\‘ - > . V
Jee 2 T R e B o=
N, Rt 7
Danny K avis Val B. Demings
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Keith Ellison Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress Member of Congress
‘Bill Foster T
Member of Congress
agf/// 4
Rail M. Grijalva Colleen Hanab?:
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Alcee L. Hastings

ber of Congress
¥ @4"1‘1
Pramila Jayap v
Member of Congfess Member of Congress
Marcy Kapfar v Ro Khanna

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Gyt e

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Alan S. Lowenthal Betty McCo!
Member of Congress Memb(.;vﬁf'(.yngress
\_/;/,(.1_.-.. )7/'7 - ,}:j‘; e il
es P. McGovern Jerry McNerney o

ngess Member of Congress

A 7’“(# 1. Yapelisn-

Grac¢e Meng race F. Napolitarto
Member of Congress ember of Congress
Eleanor Holmes Norton Donald M. Paynes Ji.
Member of Congress ? Member of Congress
Chellie Pingree Mark Pocan ———
Member of Congress Member of Congress

ieghber of Congress

Adam B. Sclui‘( Ro‘biert C. “B(;by” Scott

Member of Congress Member of Congress
./ /_{.é
~
&% W—_ Y 2 e
/ Albio Si Darren Soto

__~Member of Congress Member of Congress



Niki Tsongas Nyfdia M. Velazquez “ k__
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz onnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Jghn A. Yarmuth
ember of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Scdtt H. Peters
Member of Congress



