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November 3, 2017

The Honorable Elaine C. Duke
Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Acting Secretary Duke,

On May 24, the Department of Homeland Security re-designated Haiti for 6
months of Temporary Protected Status, rather than the full 18 months requested
by the Government of Haiti, Haiti experts in the United States, the Congressional
Black Caucus, and others. This decision was against the weight of the facts on the
ground, which included Haiti’s food scarcity crisis, cholera epidemic, and the
ongoing challenges posed by the unprecedented 2010 earthquake. We write again
to encourage DHS to fully extend Haiti’s TPS designation for 18 months by the
November 23 deadline in light of the clear conditions that justify such continued
treatment, including the damage caused by Hurricanes Irma and Maria, which has
exacerbated these conditions.

As recently as October 4, 2017, the Haitian Ambassador to the United States
wrote to you to formally request a full 18-month re-designation in light of the
ongoing economic and humanitarian conditions that Haiti’s citizens face each
day. In that letter, the Ambassador explicitly stated that the goal of this request
was to allow Haiti to recover from the effects of the earthquake, cholera
epidemic, and Hurricanes Matthew, Irma, and Maria so as to continue with
Haiti’s recovery efforts and to become more independent of American assistance
in the long term. The Ambassador also graciously invited you to visit Haiti and
see such conditions for yourself. A government does not undertake such action
lightly and this request should merit considerable weight.

A recent independent statutory analysis' of Haiti’s qualification for TPS
confirmed the validity of the government’s concerns, finding that the conditions
that justified Haiti’s 2011 re-designation remain. The analysis found that nearly
40,000 Haitians uprooted by the 2010 earthquake are officially displaced and that
many more likely remain unofficially displaced in dangerously inadequate
shelters. The cholera epidemic that was tragically caused by international efforts
to aid Haiti in 2010 more than doubled following Hurricane Matthew and is
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expected to directly affect more than 30,000 people by the end of 2017. Hurricane Matthew also
exacerbated the food insecurity crisis in Haiti, placing 2.4 million Haitians — 22 percent of its population —
in the grips of an acute food insecurity crisis. Based on these clear facts, the analysis rightfully concluded
that it is in the best interest of Haiti and the United States to re-designate Haiti for another 18 months of TPS
because it continues to face extraordinary and temporary conditions stemming from the 2010 earthquake
and worsened by subsequent events that justify such relief.

Despite these serious challenges, the Haitian government has been working diligently for years to improve
its economy, public health conditions, and infrastructure in coordination with the United States government
and international community. In order to accomplish this task, Haiti relies in large part on remittances that
its citizens receive from TPS beneficiaries in the United States. Therefore, the negative consequences of
terminating Haiti’s TPS designation would be twofold. It would end essential remittances that significantly
contribute to Haiti’s recovery while also forcing the poorest republic in the Western Hemisphere to absorb
the cost of reintegrating thousands of citizens all at once. Such actions could be catastrophic to Haiti’s
recovery efforts and run counter to Congressional efforts to improve American relations in the region
through the recently-passed United States-Caribbean Strategic Engagement Act (Public Law 114-291).

Finally, it is essential to note that Haitian TPS beneficiaries directly contribute to the United States. They
pay taxes, spend money, contribute to Social Security and Medicare, and help promote American prosperity
in numerous sectors, such as the restaurant and food service, construction, and hospitality industries. About
30 percent of TPS beneficiaries are homeowners, stimulating the real estate industry and contributing to the
local property tax base. Also, one in nine TPS beneficiaries in the labor force is self-employed, meaning
they not only create jobs for themselves, but likely create jobs for others. A recent report found ! that the
expiration of Haitian TPS would cost America $2.8 billion over a decade in lost gross domestic product.

For these reasons, we urge you in the strongest terms to take advantage of the full amount of time granted
by Congress to study the conditions on the ground and reach the only appropriate decision — a full 18-month
re-designation of Haiti’s TPS designation.

Sincerely,
CEDRIC L. RICHMOND ' WE D. CLARKE
Chair, Congressional Black Caucus Chait, CBC Immigration Working Group
]
'
[ ]
CORY BOOKER WAMALA D. HARRIS
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator

ember of Congress Mcwber of Congress
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ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON MAXTNEJW ATERS

Member of Congress Member of Congress
S%NFE!RD D. BISgOB, JR. d 2
Member of Congress
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ALCEE L. HASTINGS & EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
Member of Congress Member of Congress
BOBBY L. KUSH ROBERT C.#BOBBY” SCOTT
Member of Congress Member of Congress

BENNIE G. THOMPSO SHEILA JACKS E
Member of Congress Member of Congr
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
GREGOR . MEEKS BA% ;ARA LEE :d
Member of Congress Member of Congress
. LACY CLAY JIR. BHAVID SCOTT
Member of Con Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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KEITH ELLISON
Member of Congress

ANBRE_CARSON MARCIA L. FUDGE e
Member of Congress Member of Congress
2
KAREN BASS TERRI A. SEWELL
Member of Congress Member of Congress

FREDERICA WILSON DONALD M. PA
Member of Congress Member of Congress
CE BEATTY HAKEEM J EFFRIE
ember of Congress Member of Congress
MARC VEA ELLY
Member of C e ber f Congress

Page 4 of 5



St b

ALMA ADAMS BRENDA LAWRENCE
Member ongress Member of Congress

MIA LOVE
Member of Congress Member ofongress
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BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN DWIGHT EVANS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
' @6%/ # 'E
LISA BI fUNT ROCHESTER ANTHONY BROWN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
' VAL BUTLER DEMINGS ) AL LAWSON /
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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A.DO D MCEACHIN
Membér of Congress

CC: John F. Kelly, White House Chief of Staff
Rex W. Tillerson, Secretary of State
L. Francis Cissna, Director of the U.S. Customs and Immigration Services

" Ellie Happel & Nathan Yaffe, Extraordinary Conditions: A Statutory Analysis of Haiti’s Qualification for TPS (October 2017)
GLOBAL JUSTICE CLINIC, http://chrgj.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/171025_Global-Justice-Clinic-Haiti-TPS-Report-web-
version.pdf.
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i Amanda Baran, Jose Magaiia-Salgado and Tom K. Wong, Economic Contributions by Salvadoran, Honduran, and Haitian TPS
Holders: The Cost to Taxpayers, GDP, and Businesses of Ending TPS (April 2017), ILRC,
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/2017-04-
18_economic_contributions by salvadoran _honduran and haitian_tps holders.pdf.
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