

























































































United States Army Reserve — Judge Advocate General’s Corps

Since 2001, I have served as a Reserve officer with the United States
Army — Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAGC). The general character
of my work in the JAGC has been as Adjunct Professor of Criminal Law,
Legal Assistance Attorney, Trial Counsel, Administrative Law Attorney,
and Operations Law Attorney.

As an Adjunct Professor of Criminal Law, I provide classroom and mock
trial instruction at The Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center & School
in Charlottesville, Virginia. The subject areas include primarily Military
Rules of Evidence and Trial Advocacy. The students include junior
officers in the Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps as well as
inexperienced Trial and Defense Counsel in Active, Reserve, and National
Guard components of the Army, as well as Navy, Air Force, Marines, and
Coast Guard. I also teach courses at the annual Criminal Law Advocacy
Course/Intermediate Trial Advocacy Course each September and the
Officers Basic Training Course each February/March.

As a Legal Assistance Attorney, I provide counsel to individual Active
and Reserve soldiers and spouses, as well as to retired military members
and spouses. The vast amount of legal assistance has been with estate
planning (wills) for deploying soldiers, although it has included legal
counsel regarding marriage separation and divorce, landlord-tenant
matters, Service members Civil Relief Act (SCRA) and the Uniform
Service members Employment Rights Act. As Operations Law Attorney,
I have briefed large groups of soldiers deploying in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom on the Law of Armed
Conflict, Standard Rules of Engagement, and the Code of Conduct.

As Trial Counsel, I have investigated and prosecuted violations of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice, including financial fraud and
prescription fraud offenses, and have prosecuted administrative
separations actions. In 2002 and again in 2003, I was tasked in my Army
Reserve capacity to serve as Trial Counsel in the Office of the Staff Judge
Advocate, Fort Bliss, Texas, to prosecute two separate General Courts
Martial, one soldier for drug trafficking and another for sexual assault.

In November 2008, I was mobilized to active duty as part of Operation
Enduring Freedom and stationed at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, to
augment the 18th Airborne Corps, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate and
assigned to the Administrative Law Section. My duties included legal
reviews, including official responses to requests made under the Freedom
of Information Act, Army Regulation 15-6 investigations, and property
accountability investigations. In addition, I advised officers who were
tasked with conducting investigations under Army Regulation 15-6 and



UCMJ art. 32. In December 2008 I was reassigned to the Military Justice
Section to serve as Senior Trial Counsel because of a shortage of
manpower due to deployments and my experience as a prosecutor. As
Senior Trial Counsel, I was assigned to handle criminal cases originating
from the Womack Army Medical Hospital and the Warrior Transition
Battalion, including, for example, financial and prescription fraud
offenses.

United States Attorney’s Office

[ served as an Assistant United States Attorney for the District of New
Mexico from 1999 to 2010, where my primary responsibility was criminal
prosecution. In March 1999, I joined the Las Cruces branch office where I
prosecuted large-scale drug trafficking cases with the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA), Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and United
States Border Patrol (USBP), criminal immigration cases with the USBP
and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and firearms cases with
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms (ATF). During that time I
also prosecuted a small number of violent crime cases originating in the
Mescalero Apache Reservation. I also investigated and prosecuted large-
scale, long-term and complex drug trafficking cases as part of the
Department of Justice Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force
(OCDETF).

In August 2006, I transferred to the main office in Albuquerque and into
the Violent Crime (VC) Section. The nature of my work in VC was the
investigation and prosecution of violent crime occurring on Indian
Reservations, working closely with the FBI, Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) and Navajo Criminal Investigations Division. I also handled
several bank robbery and firearms-related cases with the FBI and ATF
respectively that originated in the Albuquerque area.

In April 2008, I transferred into the Narcotics section as a designated
OCDETTF attorney. The nature of my work was primarily large-scale,
long-term and complex narcotics trafficking investigations and
prosecutions that resulted in the seizure of significant quantities of
marijuana, methamphetamine, heroin, and cocaine.

Since 2010, when I became the United States Attorney for the District of
New Mexico, the general character of my work has been multi-
dimensional, including the supervision of all administrative, personnel and
operational activity in the United States Attorney’s Office; all federal
criminal investigations, prosecutions and appeals taking place in the
Jurisdiction; all civil defensive and affirmative litigation in which the
United States is a party: all communication and coordination with the
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Department of Justice; as well as all law enforcement coordination and
community and media outreach.

My duties as United States Attorney also include working directly with 93
other United States Attorneys, the Executive Office for United States
Attorneys and the Department of Justice to address major justice policy
issues and develop policy strategies and implementation. The Attorney
General relies heavily on the United States Attorneys, including the
Attorney General’s Advisory Committee and its various subcommittees to
keep him apprised of public safety and policy issues to assist in the
development of Departmental policy as it impacts each of the 94 Districts
nationwide.

In general, my duties in the United States Attorney’s Office have included
significant litigation of Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Amendment rights, in-
court appearances for hearings and trials, as well as occasional appellate
brief writing and appellate argument.

ii. your typical clients and the areas at each period of your legal career, if
any, in which you have specialized.

As a Legislative Assistant, I worked for the Senator and Senator’s New
Mexican constituents. | specialized in the policy areas of criminal and
Jjuvenile justice, Indian affairs, rural development, as well as transportation
and housing.

As a Judge Advocate, Legal Assistance Attorney in the United States
Army Reserve, my clients included Retired, Active, and Reserve
Component military personnel, as well as Department of Defense
civilians. I specialized in the area of estate planning, as well as soldier
civil and employment rights. As Trial Counsel, my clients included unit
commanders exercising criminal jurisdiction over soldiers within their
command. I specialized in the area of criminal prosecution.

As the United States Attorney and as an Assistant U.S. Attorney, my only
client has been the United States government. Currently, I have
responsibility over all federal criminal investigations and prosecutions as
well as responsibility to represent the United States in all civil cases within
the District of New Mexico.

c. Describe the percentage of your practice that has been in litigation and whether
you appeared in court frequently, occasionally, or not at all. If the frequency of
your appearances in court varied, describe such variance, providing dates.
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