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115TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 5597 

To provide for the expansion of the Desert Tortoise Habitat Conservation 

Plan, Washington County, Utah. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 24, 2018 

Mr. STEWART introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 

Committee on Natural Resources 

A BILL 
To provide for the expansion of the Desert Tortoise Habitat 

Conservation Plan, Washington County, Utah. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Desert Tortoise Habi-4

tat Conservation Plan Expansion Act, Washington Coun-5

ty, Utah’’. 6

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 7

In this Act: 8

(1) BEAVER DAM WASH NATIONAL CONSERVA-9

TION AREA.—The term ‘‘Beaver Dam Wash Na-10
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tional Conservation Area’’ means the Beaver Dam 1

Wash National Conservation Area as established by 2

the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of 2009 3

(Public Law 111–11). 4

(2) DESERT TORTOISE HABITAT CONSERVATION 5

PLAN.—The term ‘‘Desert Tortoise Habitat Con-6

servation Plan, Washington County, Utah’’ means 7

the Washington County Habitat Conservation Plan 8

signed February 23, 1996, by the United States 9

Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Manage-10

ment, the State of Utah, Washington County, Utah, 11

and Ivins City, Utah. 12

(3) RED CLIFFS NATIONAL CONSERVATION 13

AREA.—The term ‘‘Red Cliffs National Conservation 14

Area’’ means the Red Cliffs National Conservation 15

Area as established by the Omnibus Public Lands 16

Management Act of 2009 (Public Law 111–11). 17

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 18

the Secretary of the Interior. 19

(5) UNIT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—The term 20

‘‘unit of local government’’ means Washington 21

County, St. George City, and other political subdivi-22

sions of the State of Utah, including municipalities 23

of the State of Utah within the geographical bound-24

aries of Washington County with authority over local 25
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planning and zoning and the Washington County 1

Water Conservancy District. 2

(6) UTILITY.—The term ‘‘utility’’ means exist-3

ing or new sites, rights-of-way, permits, grants, in-4

frastructure, edifices, facilities, and any other com-5

ponents that provide public services including, but 6

not limited to, water, electricity, gas, sewage, and 7

communications. 8

(7) UTILITY DEVELOPMENT PROTOCOLS.—The 9

term ‘‘utility development protocols’’ means the Red 10

Cliffs Desert Reserve Development Protocols for 11

Projects agreement approved by Washington County, 12

Bureau of Land Management, and United States 13

Fish and Wildlife Service for the construction, oper-14

ation, maintenance, and replacement of utilities 15

within the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and/or Inci-16

dental Take Areas dated August 1, 2006, as amend-17

ed. 18

SEC. 3. AMENDMENT AND RENEWAL OF THE DESERT TOR-19

TOISE HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN, WASH-20

INGTON COUNTY, UTAH. 21

(a) IN GENERAL.—Upon receipt from Washington 22

County, Utah, of a proposal to amend and renew the 23

Desert Tortoise Habitat Conservation Plan, Washington 24

County, Utah that includes an additional 6,865 acre 25
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desert tortoise reserve zone named the Red Cliffs Desert 1

Reserve, Zone 6, as generally depicted on a map entitled 2

‘‘Red Cliffs Desert Reserve, Zone 6’’ and dated February 3

23, 2018, the Secretary shall, after coordination with 4

units of local government and in accordance with the pro-5

visions of this Act and with applicable laws, approve such 6

amendment and renew such plan and the permit under 7

the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et 8

seq.) that was issued for such plan, for a period of 25 9

years. 10

(b) MANAGEMENT OF RED CLIFFS DESERT RE-11

SERVE, ZONE 6.—The Red Cliffs Desert Reserve, Zone 12

6 shall be managed by Washington County as part of and 13

in conformity with the provisions of the Desert Tortoise 14

Habitat Conservation Plan, Washington County, Utah. 15

(c) MANAGEMENT OF FEDERAL LANDS.—The Sec-16

retary shall manage Federal lands within Zone 6 of the 17

Desert Tortoise Habitat Conservation Plan, Washington 18

County, Utah to enhance the natural values of such lands, 19

including wildlife habitat, and recreational, cultural, edu-20

cational, and scientific values of such lands. 21

(d) AMENDMENT OF ST. GEORGE FIELD OFFICE RE-22

SOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN.— 23

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consulta-24

tion with units of local government including Wash-25
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ington County, shall amend the St. George Field Of-1

fice Resource Management Plan to provide for man-2

agement of Federal lands within the Red Cliffs 3

Desert Reserve, Zone 6 area. 4

(2) AMENDMENT REQUIREMENTS.—The 5

amendment shall include— 6

(A) management of species in accordance 7

with the Desert Tortoise Habitat Conservation 8

Plan, Washington County, Utah; 9

(B) the utility development protocols as 10

outlined for the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and/ 11

or Incidental Take Areas dated August 1, 2006, 12

as amended; and 13

(C) management of recreation in conform-14

ance with the Desert Tortoise Habitat Con-15

servation Plan, Washington County, Utah for 16

other zones in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve in-17

cluding rock climbing, organized events ap-18

proved by the Washington County Habitat Con-19

servation Advisory Committee, hiking, biking, 20

horseback riding, and off-highway vehicle use 21

on designated trails and roads. 22

(e) PROVISION OF MITIGATION CREDITS.—The Sec-23

retary shall manage the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve, Zone 24

6 as a land bank to provide mitigation credits for future 25

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:26 Apr 27, 2018 Jkt 079200 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H5597.IH H5597lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



6 

•HR 5597 IH

disturbances of the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve, including 1

utility disturbances and the construction of the Northern 2

Transportation Corridor identified in section 5. 3

(f) MITIGATION CREDITS IN RENEWED TAKE PER-4

MIT.—In the permit extended under subsection (a), the 5

Secretary shall credit Washington County as follows: 6

(1) Washington County shall receive mitigation 7

credit for the tortoises protected on non-Federal 8

lands in Zone 6; and 9

(2) Washington County shall receive mitigation 10

credit, in yearly installments, for those tortoises suc-11

cessfully translocated and surviving, based on survi-12

vorship and juvenile recruitment estimates as deter-13

mined by the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-14

ice. 15

(g) ADOPTION OF AMENDMENT.—The Secretary 16

shall adopt the amendment to the St. George Field Office 17

Resource Management Plan within one year after receipt 18

of Washington County’s proposal to amend and renew the 19

Habitat Conservation Plan including the Red Cliffs Desert 20

Reserve, Zone 6. 21

(h) HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN NOT OTHERWISE 22

AFFECTED.—Except as provided in this section, nothing 23

in this Act otherwise limits, alters, modifies, or amends 24
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the Desert Tortoise Habitat Conservation Plan, Wash-1

ington County, Utah. 2

SEC. 4. ADJUSTMENT TO RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLANS 3

AND CONSERVATION AREAS. 4

Not later than one year after the date of enactment 5

of this Act, the Secretary shall amend the resource man-6

agement plans for the Beaver Dam Wash National Con-7

servation Area, the Red Cliffs National Conservation 8

Area, and the amendment to the St. George Field Office 9

Resource Management Plan— 10

(1) in accordance with section 202(c)(9) of the 11

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 12

(43 U.S.C. 1712(c)(9)); 13

(2) in coordination and cooperation with units 14

of local government in the State of Utah including 15

Washington County, St. George City, and other po-16

litical subdivisions, including municipalities of the 17

State of Utah within the geographical boundaries of 18

Washington County with authority over local plan-19

ning and zoning, and the Washington County Water 20

Conservancy District; and 21

(3) consistent with the provisions of this Act. 22

SEC. 5. RED CLIFFS NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA. 23

(a) BOUNDARIES AND PUBLIC ACCESS.— 24
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Red Cliffs National 1

Conservation Area shall consist of approximately 2

45,000 acres of public and non-Federal land in 3

Washington County, Utah, identified on the Red 4

Cliffs National Conservation Area Management Map 5

dated February 23, 2018. 6

(2) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—An updated map 7

and legal description of the Red Cliffs National Con-8

servation Area shall be on file and available for pub-9

lic inspection in the appropriate offices of the Bu-10

reau of Land Management. 11

(b) PRESERVATION OF EXISTING UTILITY COR-12

RIDOR.—The Secretary shall recognize on federally man-13

aged lands a 150-foot-wide transportation utility corridor 14

in each direction from the centerline of SR 18 through 15

the Red Cliffs National Conservation Area. 16

(c) UTILITY DEVELOPMENT PROTOCOLS FOR HABI-17

TAT CONSERVATION PLAN.—The Secretary shall adhere 18

to the Utility Development Protocols dated August 1, 19

2006, as amended, within the Red Cliffs National Con-20

servation Area and/or Incidental Take Area as the suitable 21

mechanism for new and existing utility management with-22

in the Red Cliffs National Conservation Area. 23

(d) WATER RIGHTS ASSOCIATED WITH ACQUIRED 24

LAND AND INTERESTS FOR RED CLIFFS NATIONAL CON-25
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SERVATION AREA.—The Secretary may not acquire any 1

water rights in the Red Cliffs National Conservation Area 2

or any water rights related to any land or interest in land 3

in the Red Cliffs National Conservation Area. 4

(e) NORTHERN TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITY COR-5

RIDOR.—The Secretary of the Interior shall grant to the 6

State of Utah or to one or more units of local government 7

a 300 foot wide right-of-way for the northern transpor-8

tation and utility route pursuant to section 1977(b)(2)(A) 9

of Public Law 111–11 identified on the Red Cliffs Na-10

tional Conservation Act Management Map dated February 11

23, 2018. 12

SEC. 6. BEAVER DAM WASH NATIONAL CONSERVATION 13

AREA. 14

(a) Preservation of Existing Utility Corridor—The 15

Secretary shall recognize on federally managed lands a 16

150-foot-wide transportation and utility corridor in each 17

direction from the centerline of old US 91 through the 18

Beaver Dam Wash National Conservation Area. 19

(b) WATER RIGHTS ASSOCIATED WITH ACQUIRED 20

LAND AND INTERESTS FOR BEAVER DAM WASH NA-21

TIONAL CONSERVATION AREA.—The Secretary may not 22

acquire any water rights in the Beaver Dam Wash Na-23

tional Conservation Area or any water rights related to 24

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:31 Apr 26, 2018 Jkt 079200 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H5597.IH H5597lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



10 

•HR 5597 IH

any land or interest in land in the Beaver Dam Wash Na-1

tional Conservation Area. 2

(c) UTILITY DEVELOPMENT PROTOCOLS.—The Sec-3

retary shall adopt utility development protocols for the 4

construction, operation, maintenance, and replacement of 5

utilities within the Beaver Dam Wash National Conserva-6

tion Area that are no more restrictive than the Red Cliffs 7

Desert Reserve Utility Development Protocols dated Au-8

gust 1, 2006, as amended. The Beaver Dam Wash Utility 9

Development Protocols shall comply with the National En-10

vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), 11

including the identification and consideration of potential 12

impacts to fish and wildlife resources and habitat. 13

(d) PRESERVATION OF EXISTING UTILITIES AND 14

GRAZING PERMITS.—Access to utilities and grazing per-15

mits and maintenance of utilities that are located in Bea-16

ver Dam National Wash National Conservation Area, shall 17

be preserved. 18

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:31 Apr 26, 2018 Jkt 079200 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H5597.IH H5597lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2018-04-28T00:22:12-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




