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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 2593 

To authorize appropriations for the Federal Maritime Commission for fiscal 

years 2018 and 2019, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAY 23, 2017 

Mr. HUNTER (for himself, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. SHUSTER, and Mr. DEFA-

ZIO) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee 

on Transportation and Infrastructure 

A BILL 
To authorize appropriations for the Federal Maritime Com-

mission for fiscal years 2018 and 2019, and for other 

purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 3

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the 4

‘‘Federal Maritime Commission Authorization Act of 5

2017’’. 6

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for 7

this Act is as follows: 8

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
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TITLE I—FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION 

Sec. 101. Authorization. 

Sec. 102. Port services. 

Sec. 103. Information. 

Sec. 104. Ocean transportation intermediaries. 

Sec. 105. Interrelated agreements. 

TITLE II—OTHER MATTERS 

Sec. 201. Fishing safety grants. 

Sec. 202. Assistance for small shipyards. 

Sec. 203. Treatment of fishing permits. 

Sec. 204. Centers of excellence. 

TITLE I—FEDERAL MARITIME 1

COMMISSION 2

SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION. 3

Section 308 of title 46, United States Code, is 4

amended by striking ‘‘$24,700,000 for each of fiscal years 5

2016 and 2017’’ and inserting ‘‘$28,012,310 for fiscal 6

year 2018 and $28,544,543 for fiscal year 2019’’. 7

SEC. 102. PORT SERVICES. 8

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 40102 of title 46, United 9

States Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-10

lowing: 11

‘‘(26) PORT SERVICES.—The term ‘port serv-12

ices’ means intermediary services provided to an 13

ocean carrier at a United States port to facilitate 14

vessels operated by such a carrier to operate and 15

load and unload cargo at such port, including tow-16

age, cargo handling, and bunkering.’’. 17

(b) CONCERTED ACTION.—Section 41105 of title 46, 18

United States Code, is amended— 19
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(1) in paragraph (7) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 1

end; 2

(2) in paragraph (8) by striking the period at 3

the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 4

(3) by adding at the end the following: 5

‘‘(9) negotiate with a provider of port services 6

on any matter relating to rates or services provided 7

within the United States by such provider, unless 8

advance notice is provided to the Federal Maritime 9

Commission of the intent and need for the negotia-10

tion, the negotiation and any resulting agreement 11

are not in violation of the antitrust laws and are 12

consistent with the purposes of this part, and, as de-13

termined by the Commission, the negotiation and 14

any resulting agreement will not substantially lessen 15

competition in the purchasing of port services pro-16

vided at United States ports (this paragraph does 17

not prohibit the setting and publishing of a joint 18

through rate by a conference, joint venture, or asso-19

ciation of common carriers).’’. 20

(c) INJUNCTIVE RELIEF SOUGHT BY THE COMMIS-21

SION.—Section 41307(b) of title 46, United States Code, 22

is amended— 23

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘produce an 24

unreasonable reduction in transportation service or 25

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:21 May 23, 2017 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H2593.IH H2593sr
ad

ov
ic

h 
on

 D
S

K
3G

M
Q

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



4 

•HR 2593 IH

an unreasonable increase in transportation cost’’ and 1

inserting ‘‘produce an unreasonable reduction in 2

transportation service, produce an unreasonable in-3

crease in transportation cost, or substantially lessen 4

competition in the purchasing of port services’’; and 5

(2) by adding at the end the following: 6

‘‘(4) COMPETITION FACTORS.—In making a de-7

termination under this subsection, the Commission 8

may consider any relevant competition factors in af-9

fected markets, including, without limitation, the 10

competitive effect of agreements other than the 11

agreement under review.’’. 12

SEC. 103. INFORMATION. 13

(a) REPORTS FILED WITH THE COMMISSION.—Sec-14

tion 40104(a) of title 46, United States Code, is amend-15

ed— 16

(1) by inserting ‘‘, marine terminal operator, or 17

ocean transportation intermediary,’’ after ‘‘common 18

carrier’’; 19

(2) by inserting ‘‘, operator, or intermediary,’’ 20

after ‘‘employee of the carrier’’; and 21

(3) by inserting ‘‘, operator, or intermediary’’ 22

after ‘‘business of the carrier’’. 23

(b) COMMISSION ACTION.—Section 40304 of title 46, 24

United States Code, is amended— 25
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(1) in subsection (a) by inserting ‘‘, and inter-1

ested persons may submit relevant information and 2

documents to the Commission’’ after ‘‘publication’’; 3

and 4

(2) in subsection (d) by striking ‘‘to make the 5

determinations required by this section’’. 6

SEC. 104. OCEAN TRANSPORTATION INTERMEDIARIES. 7

(a) LICENSE REQUIREMENT.—Section 40901(a) of 8

title 46, United States Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘ad-9

vertise, hold oneself out, or’’ after ‘‘may not’’. 10

(b) FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.—Section 40902(a) 11

of title 46, United States Code, is amended by inserting 12

‘‘advertise, hold oneself out, or’’ after ‘‘may not’’. 13

(c) COMMON CARRIERS.—Section 41104(11) of title 14

46, United States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘a tariff 15

as required by section 40501 of this title and’’. 16

SEC. 105. INTERRELATED AGREEMENTS. 17

(a) COMMON CARRIERS.—Section 41104 of title 46, 18

United States Code, is amended— 19

(1) in paragraph (11) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 20

end; 21

(2) in paragraph (12) by striking the period at 22

the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 23

(3) by adding at the end the following: 24
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‘‘(13) participate in a rate discussion agreement 1

and a vessel sharing agreement, slot sharing agree-2

ment, space sharing agreement, or similar agree-3

ment for use of vessels by two or more ocean com-4

mon carriers, unless the Commission has granted 5

the parties an exemption pursuant to section 6

40103.’’. 7

(b) APPLICABILITY.—Participants in an agreement 8

in effect on the date of enactment of this Act and prohib-9

ited as a result of the amendment made in subsection (a) 10

shall have 1 year from such date of enactment to— 11

(1) obtain an exemption from the application of 12

section 41104(13) of title 46, United States Code, 13

pursuant to section 40103 of such title; or 14

(2) withdraw from the agreement as necessary 15

to comply with such section 41104(13). 16

TITLE II—OTHER MATTERS 17

SEC. 201. FISHING SAFETY GRANTS. 18

Section 4502 of title 46, United States Code, is 19

amended— 20

(1) in subsections (i) and (j), by striking ‘‘Sec-21

retary’’ each place it appears and inserting ‘‘Sec-22

retary of Commerce’’; 23

(2) in subsection (i)(3), by striking ‘‘75’’ and 24

inserting ‘‘50’’; 25
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(3) in subsection (i)(4), by striking 1

‘‘$3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2015 through 2

2017’’ and inserting ‘‘$3,000,000 for each of fiscal 3

years 2018 through 2019’’; 4

(4) in subsection (j)(3), by striking ‘‘75’’ and 5

inserting ‘‘50’’; and 6

(5) in subsection (j)(4), by striking 7

‘‘$3,000,000 for each fiscal years 2015 through 8

2017’’ and inserting ‘‘$3,000,000 for each of fiscal 9

years 2018 through 2019’’. 10

SEC. 202. ASSISTANCE FOR SMALL SHIPYARDS. 11

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 54101 of title 46, United 12

States Code, is amended— 13

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘and 14

maritime communities’’; 15

(2) in subsection (a)(2), by striking ‘‘in commu-16

nities’’ and all that follows through the period and 17

inserting ‘‘relating to shipbuilding, ship repair, and 18

associated industries.’’; 19

(3) in subsection (b), by amending paragraph 20

(1) to read as follows: 21

‘‘(1) consider projects that foster— 22

‘‘(A) efficiency, competitive operations, and 23

quality ship construction, repair, and reconfig-24

uration; and 25
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‘‘(B) employee skills and enhanced produc-1

tivity related to shipbuilding, ship repair, and 2

associated industries; and’’; 3

(4) in subsection (c)(1)— 4

(A) by inserting ‘‘to’’ after ‘‘may be used’’; 5

and 6

(B) by striking subparagraphs (A), (B), 7

and (C) and inserting the following: 8

‘‘(A) make capital and related improve-9

ments in small shipyards; and 10

‘‘(B) provide training for workers in ship-11

building, ship repair, and associated indus-12

tries.’’; 13

(5) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘unless’’ and 14

all that follows before the period; 15

(6) in subsection (e)— 16

(A) by striking paragraph (2); 17

(B) by redesignating paragraph (3) as 18

paragraph (2); and 19

(C) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘Except 20

as provided in paragraph (2),’’; and 21

(7) in subsection (i), by striking ‘‘2015’’ and all 22

that follows before the period and inserting ‘‘2018 23

and 2019 to carry out this section $30,000,000’’. 24
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(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-1

ter 541 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by 2

striking the item relating to section 54101 and inserting 3

the following: 4

‘‘54101. Assistance for small shipyards.’’. 

SEC. 203. TREATMENT OF FISHING PERMITS. 5

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 313 of 6

title 46, United States Code, is amended by adding at the 7

end the following: 8

‘‘§ 31310. Treatment of fishing permits 9

‘‘(a) LIMITATION ON MARITIME LIENS.—This chap-10

ter— 11

‘‘(1) does not establish a maritime lien on a 12

fishing permit; and 13

‘‘(2) does not authorize any civil action to en-14

force a maritime lien on a fishing permit. 15

‘‘(b) TREATMENT OF FISHING PERMITS UNDER 16

STATE AND FEDERAL LAW.—A fishing permit— 17

‘‘(1) is governed solely by the State or Federal 18

law under which it is issued; and 19

‘‘(2) shall not be treated as part of a vessel, or 20

as an appurtenance or intangible of a vessel, for any 21

purpose under Federal law. 22

‘‘(c) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF COMMERCE NOT 23

AFFECTED.—Nothing in this section shall be construed as 24
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imposing any limitation upon the authority of the Sec-1

retary of Commerce— 2

‘‘(1) to modify, suspend, revoke, or impose a 3

sanction on any fishing permit issued by the Sec-4

retary of Commerce; or 5

‘‘(2) to bring a civil action to enforce such a 6

modification, suspension, revocation, or sanction. 7

‘‘(d) FISHING PERMIT DEFINED.—In this section the 8

term ‘fishing permit’ means any authorization of a person 9

or vessel to engage in fishing that is issued under State 10

or Federal law.’’. 11

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections 12

at the beginning of such chapter is amended by inserting 13

after the item relating to section 31309 the following: 14

‘‘31310. Treatment of fishing permits.’’. 

SEC. 204. CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE. 15

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 541 of title 46, United 16

States Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-17

lowing: 18

‘‘§ 54102. Centers of excellence for domestic maritime 19

work force training and education 20

‘‘(a) DESIGNATION.—The Secretary of Transpor-21

tation may designate as a center of excellence for domestic 22

maritime work force training and education a covered 23

training entity located in a State that borders on the— 24

‘‘(1) Gulf of Mexico; 25
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‘‘(2) Atlantic Ocean; 1

‘‘(3) Long Island Sound; 2

‘‘(4) Pacific Ocean; 3

‘‘(5) Great Lakes; or 4

‘‘(6) Mississippi River System. 5

‘‘(b) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary may enter into a 6

cooperative agreement (as that term is used in section 7

6305 of title 31) with a center of excellence designated 8

under subsection (a) to support maritime workforce train-9

ing and education at the center of excellence, including 10

efforts of the center of excellence to— 11

‘‘(1) admit additional students; 12

‘‘(2) recruit and train faculty; 13

‘‘(3) expand facilities; 14

‘‘(4) create new maritime career pathways; or 15

‘‘(5) award students credit for prior experience, 16

including military service. 17

‘‘(c) COVERED TRAINING ENTITY DEFINED.—In this 18

section, the term ‘covered training entity’ means an entity 19

that is— 20

‘‘(1) a community or technical college; or 21

‘‘(2) a maritime training center— 22

‘‘(A) operated by, or under the supervision 23

of, a State; and 24
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‘‘(B) with a maritime training program in 1

operation on the date of enactment of this sec-2

tion.’’. 3

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-4

ter 541 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by 5

inserting after the item relating to section 54101 the fol-6

lowing: 7

‘‘54102. Centers of excellence for domestic maritime work force training and 

education.’’. 

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:21 May 23, 2017 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H2593.IH H2593sr
ad

ov
ic

h 
on

 D
S

K
3G

M
Q

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-05-24T01:10:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




