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The primary mission of UOG CEDDERS is
to create partnerships and pathways to in-
crease the quality of life of individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities and their families.
Since its official founding on Feb. 14, 1993,
Guam CEDDERS has remained at the fore-
front of providing comprehensive interdiscipli-
nary training, technical assistance, model
demonstration, clinical services, research,
evaluation and dissemination of information
beneficial to those with developmental disabil-
ites and their families, and advocates on
Guam and in the Western Pacific Region.

Throughout the years, the organization has
grown tremendously in staff, funding, and out-
reach. Guam CEDDERS has been able to le-
verage funding in excess of $138 million to
support its mission address the needs of our
island’s community.

Guam CEDDERS, is a dynamic, responsive
and innovative organization recognized by the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices as one of 67 National Centers of Excel-
lence in Developmental Disabilities. Guam
CEDDERS is also a member of the National
Association of University Center on Disabilities
(AUCD); and collaborates locally with Guam’s
Tri-Agency DD Act partners.

Guam CEDDERS is a valuable resource
having worked directly in supporting priorities
and needs within Guam’s local agencies. Ad-
ditionally, Guam CEDDERS has implemented
and collaborated with institutions of higher
education in offering training programs to build
capacity in serving persons with develop-
mental disabilities throughout the community.
The Center has also partnered with local and
national organizations to implement a variety
of research initiatives related to disability on
Guam.

Guam CEDDERS has provided leadership
in areas of technology on Guam through cre-
ating loan programs for assistive technology
for individuals with disabilities with the first low
interest loan made in 2006. They have addi-
tionally collaborated with the Guam Election
Commission to ensure accessibility of voting
locations; established Guam’s System for As-
sistive Technology (GSAT) Resource Center
and model accessible home; partnered with
the Wheelchair Foundation and disseminated
250 wheelchairs on Guam to those in need;
among many other valuable contributions.

Guam CEDDERS researched, developed,
and wrote Guam’s Early Learning Guidelines
Supports that enabled community-based child
care centers to be inclusive of children with
disabilities through staff training as well as fa-
cility modifications to support the inclusion of
children with disabilities.

Guam CEDDERS has supported children
and youth with emotional and behavior prob-
lems through administering two SAMHSA
Community Action Grants. Guam CEDDERS
contributed to the organization and compilation
of the first and subsequent island wide needs
assessment processes and summits related to
disabilities leading publication of much needed
resource documents for planning, policy and
program development, and likewise brought
together and published proceedings from Pa-
cific Basin Interagency Leadership Consortium
meetings.

Guam CEDDERS has provided education
and context to federal policymakers and local
policymakers regarding policy issues at the
national and local level impacting individuals
with disabilities; has sponsored focused input
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sessions; a Federal Public Hearing on the Re-
authorization of IDEA; Summits and Con-
ferences on topics including: Emergency Pre-
paredness, Evaluation, Early Childhood, Inclu-
sion, Employment, Self-Advocacy Transpor-
tation, and Assistive Technology; and has
brought national leaders to Guam to provide
Grand Rounds and other training opportunities
to Guam’s Physicians, specialists, and allied
health providers.

Guam CEDDERS publishes many valuable
newsletters and educational materials to serve
its mission in a variety of languages and are
available in accessible formats upon request,
and are continuously updated and accessible
through their website.

| commend the University of Guam Center
for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities,
Education Research and Service Center for
their tremendous contributions to Guam and
the Western Pacific area. | extend my sincere
congratulations to Guam CEDDERS on their
25th Anniversary.

On behalf of the people of Guam, | thank
the University of Guam CEDDERS and all
government agencies and community partners
for their assistance in spreading disability
awareness and affirming full inclusion of all in-
dividuals with disabilities as valued, contrib-
uting citizens on Guam. | look forward to
countless contributions from Guam CEDDERS
as they continue to create partnerships and
pathways to increase the quality of life of indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities and
their families.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ALEXANDER X. MOONEY

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2018

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, due to a family member’s funeral, | was
unable to attend the scheduled floor period on
July 10, 2018. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 314; and
YEA on Roll Call No. 315.

———

SOPHIA HORTIN—ILLINOIS STATE
FFA PRESIDENT

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2018

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Sophia Hortin for being elected II-
linois’ State FFA President.

Sophia’s love for agriculture began on her
family farm just outside of Fisher, IL. Sophia
embraces all aspects of farming from cleaning
grain bins, raising hogs, and even field tillage
work. However, her favorite job is hauling
grain to local elevators, a job Sophia has done
since she got her Class B license when she
was 16.

Over the course of the next calendar year,
Sophia will live in Springfield, IL and work out
of the State FFA office. Sophia will be leading
a historic group of young leaders as she
heads up the first ever all-female lllinois FFA
officer team.

After Sophia completes her year-long term
as State President, she will enroll in the Uni-
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versity of lllinois Champaign-Urbana with the
ultimate goal of becoming a teacher and FFA
adviser.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to send my most sin-
cere congratulations to Sophia Hortin for re-
ceiving this tremendous accomplishment.

————

CONSIDERATION OF H. RES. 256—
NATO

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2018

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, as
leaders gather at the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization Summit this week, it is important
that we send a strong message of support and
commitment for trans-Atlantic security.

For more than six decades, the NATO alli-
ance has promoted peace, freedom, and pros-
perity in Europe and the United States. Its
continued strength is vital to America’s na-
tional interests.

Mr. Speaker, I've just returned from an im-
portant trip to the Nordic and Baltic regions,
where | met with partners who are facing in-
creasing pressure from Russia. Russia’s naval
vessels in the Baltic Sea are ratcheting up
their aggression. Russian jets frequently vio-
late Baltic airspace. Recently, Russia con-
ducted its largest land based military exercises
to date along the border with our Baltic allies,
the “ZAPAD” exercises.

General Pavel, Head of NATO’s Military
Committee, stated that the ZAPAD exercises
appeared to be a “serious preparation for big
war,” and raised concerns that Russia’s lack
of communication with NATO forces nearby
greatly increased the possibility that human or
technological error could cause skirmishes
and lead to a full-scale conflict.

After announcing its intention to increase
collaboration and military exercises with U.S.
Marines, Norway was directly threatened by
Russian leaders that it would suffer “con-
sequences” for that decision.

And our allies in the region that are not for-
mal members of NATO, Finland and Sweden,
are also feeling the pressure.

In fact, last year Sweden discovered that
Russia had covertly stationed a submarine just
off the coast of Stockholm.

Russia has combined its traditional military
with asymmetric hostile actions, including by
leveraging energy supplies for political influ-
ence as well as increasing the frequency and
scope of propaganda among minority popu-
lations to destabilize and weaken Eastern and
Central European countries.

House Resolution 256, authored by Con-
gressman STEVE COHEN of Tennessee, sends
a strong message of support to our allies in
the region that are confronted by this increas-
ing pressure from Russia.

Specifically, it condemns any threat to the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of NATO al-
lies and pledges that the U.S. will continue to
maintain strong leadership and its commit-
ments to the alliance.

It condemns Russia’s ongoing illegal occu-
pation of Crimea and supports maintaining re-
lated U.S. sanctions on Russia until Ukraine’s
sovereignty over that region is restored.
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