
1  PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL: THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE GAG RULE

Anti-slavery petitions sent to the House from Ledger of the 24th Congress,  
Volume 28

U.S. Capitol Visitor Center  The U.S. House of Representatives and the Gag Rule 
 

5 

Antislavery Petition Document 1 
�
 

 



2  PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL: THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE GAG RULE

Anti-slavery petitions sent to the House from Ledger of the 24th Congress,  
Volume 28

U.S. Capitol Visitor Center  The U.S. House of Representatives and the Gag Rule 
 

6 

Antislavery Petition Document 2 
	  
 

 



3  PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL: THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE GAG RULE

Anti-slavery petitions sent to the House from Ledger of the 24th Congress,  
Volume 28U.S. Capitol Visitor Center  The U.S. House of Representatives and the Gag Rule 

 
7 

Antislavery Petition Document 3 
	  
 
 

 



4  PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL: THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE GAG RULE

Petition from Women of Brookline, MA 1838
Records of the U.S. House of Representatives, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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Representative John Quincy Adams’ motion denouncing the gag rule against anti-
slavery petitions as unconstitutional, May 27, 1836
Records of the U.S. House of Representatives, National Archives and Records Administration
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“Gag Rule” Resolution, December 21, 1837
Records of the U.S. House of Representatives, National Archives and Records Administration

Transcript

Introduction of the document:

Resolved, that all petitions, memorials and papers touching the abolition of slavery or the buying, selling, or 
transferring of slaves in any state, district or territory of the United States be laid upon the table without being 
debated, printed, read or refined and that no further action whatsoever shall be had thereon-
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Portrait of John Quincy Adams
Architect of the Capitol
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Cane given to Adams in commemoration of him gaining enough votes 
to end the gag rule
Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of American History, Behring Center


