Congress of the United States
Washinoton, BE 20515

November 24, 2014

The Honorable Hal Rogers The Honorable Nita Lowey
Chairman Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Rogers and Ranking Member Lowey:

As you prepare a fiscal year 2015 spending bill, we ask that you ensure no funding made
available under that bill can be used to change the definition of waters under the
jurisdiction of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. § 1251, et seq.).

On March 25, 2014, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), along with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), issued a draft rule to amend the Clean Water Act
(CWA) redefining “waters of the United States” giving EPA and USACE expanded
authority over regulated bodies of water, and, in some cases, private property.
Additionally, EPA introduced a “connectivity report,” claiming that all bodies of water,
no matter the size, could be connected. This report is in direct contradiction of the
Supreme Court decision which clearly upholds the policy that isolated wetlands could
not be considered “waters of the United States” for purposes under the CWA.

It is our understanding that under the proposed guidelines, there will be an expansion
of EPA’s and USACE'’s authority from regulating rivers, estuaries, lakes, and wetlands to
regulating farm ponds, storm drains, and other non-navigable water bodies. These
regulatory changes will have wide ranging effects on everything from construction to
agriculture. '

Earlier this year the House passed H.R. 4923, the Energy and Water Development and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 2015, by a vote of 253-170 and received broad
bipartisan support. Section 106 of the bill prohibited any funds from being used to
“develop, adopt, implement, administer, or enforce any change” to the definition of
waters under the CWA. Therefore, we respectfully request the same language be
included in any fiscal year 2015 spending measure or any Continuing Resolution the
House may consider.

Thank you for your consideration.
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