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BIOGRAPHIES OF GLEN A. DOHERTY, SEAN P. SMITH, J. 
CHRISTOPHER STEVENS, AND TYRONE S. WOODS 

Glen A. Doherty 

Glen Doherty (born 1970) was a personal security specialist serving in 
Libya. He was raised in Massachusetts and joined the Navy SEALS in 
1995 and became a paramedic and sniper specializing in the Middle East. 
He responded to the attack on the USS Cole in 2000 and served two tours 
in Iraq. After a decorated Navy career, Mr. Doherty worked as a private 
security contractor in a number of countries, including Afghanistan, Pa-
kistan, and Yemen. 

Sean P. Smith 

Sean Patrick Smith (born 1978) was an Information Management Officer 
with the United States Foreign Service. He lived in The Hague, Nether-
lands and was on temporary duty to Benghazi in September 2012.  

Smith previously served in the Air Force, where he spent six years as a 
ground radio maintenance specialist, including a deployment to Oman. 
Smith was awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal. 

Smith was an only child and grew up in San Diego. As a Foreign Service 
employee, he lived in The Hague, Netherlands, with his wife and two 
children.  

He was posthumously awarded the Thomas Jefferson Star for Foreign 
Service on May 3, 2013.  

J. Christopher Stevens 

Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens (born 1960) served as U.S. Ambas-
sador to Libya from May 2012 to September 2012. He had previously 
served in Libya as the Deputy Chief of Mission from 2007 to 2009 and 
as the Special Representative to the Libyan Transitional National Coun-
cil from March 2011 to November 2011. Stevens also served overseas in 
Jerusalem, Cairo, and Riyadh.  
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While in Washington, Stevens served as Director of the Office of Multi-
lateral Nuclear and Security Affairs; Pearson Fellow with the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee; special assistant to the Under Secretary 
for Political Affairs; Iran desk officer; and staff assistant in the Bureau of 
Near Eastern Affairs. 

Prior to joining the Foreign Service in 1991, Ambassador Stevens was an 
international trade lawyer in Washington, DC. From 1983 to 1985 he 
taught English as a Peace Corps volunteer in Morocco. 

He was born and raised in northern California. He earned his undergrad-
uate degree at the University of California at Berkeley in 1982, a J.D. 
from the University of California’s Hastings College of Law in 1989, and 
an M.S. from the National War College in 2010. He spoke Arabic and 
French. 

Tyrone S. Woods 

Tyrone Woods (born 1971) was a personal security specialist in Libya. 
He was a highly decorated Navy SEAL for almost twenty years, serving 
in various locations, including Iraq. After his retirement in 2010, he pro-
tected U.S. facilities around the world. 

Woods was raised in Portland, Oregon, and was an avid runner, surfer, 
and car enthusiast in addition to being a registered nurse and certified 
paramedic. He is survived by his wife and three sons. 


