ROEB BISHOP, UT
CHAIRMAN

DON YOUNG, AK

LOUIE GOHMERT, TX

DOUG LAMBORN, CO

ROBERT J. WITTMAN, VA

JOHN FLEMING, LA

TOM McCLINTOCK, CA

GLENN THOMPSON, PA

CYNTHIA LUMMIS, WY

DAN BENISHEK, MI

JEFF DUNCAN, 5C

PAUL A. GOSAR, AZ

RAUL R. LAERADOR, ID

DOUG LAMALFA, CA

JEFF DENHAM, CA

PAUL COCK, CA

BRUCE WESTERMAN, AR

GARRET GRAVES, LA

DAN NEWHOUSE, WA

RYAN ZINKE, MT

JODY HICE, GA

AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN RADEWAGEN, AS

TOM MaAcARTHUR, NJ

ALEX MOONEY, WV

CRESENT HARDY, NV

DARIN LAHOQD, IL

JASON KNOX
STAFF DIRECTOR

N.5. Houge of Representatiues

@ommittee on Natural Besources
Washington, B 20515

August 29, 2016

RAUL M. GRIJALVA, AZ
RANKING MEMBER

GRACE F. NAPOLITANO, CA

MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GU

JIM COSTA, CA

GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN, CNMI

NIKI TSONGAS, MA

PEDRO R, PIERLUISI, PR

JARED HUFFMAN, CA

RAUL RUIZ, CA

ALAN LOWENTHAL, CA

MATTHEW CARTWRIGHT, PA

DON BEYER, VA

NORMA J. TORRES, CA

DEBBIE DINGELL, MI

RUBEN GALLEGO, AZ

LOIS CAPPS, CA

JARED POLIS, CO

W LACY CLAY, MO

DAVID WATKINS
DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Suzette Kimball
Director

U.S. Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, VA 20192

Dear Director Kimball:

In June 2016, the Office of Inspector General (OIG) for the Department of the
Interior (DOI) released a report entitled “Scientific Integrity Incident at USGS Energy
Geochemistry Laboratory.” This report summarized OIG’s inspection of the U.S. Geological
Survey’s (USGS) Energy Resources Program (ERP) Geochemistry Laboratory in Lakewood,
Colorado for fiscal years (FYs) 2008 through 2014.1 OIG initiated its review after it was
made aware of a DOI Scientific Integrity Review Panel report which concluded a “chronic
pattern of scientific misconduct” existed at the laboratory, and that its line-chemist had
“intentionally manipulated” data derived from the laboratory’s mass spectrometer during
the years in question.2

The findings of the Scientific Integrity Review Panel are extremely troubling and
threaten to impugn the credibility of USGS as well as any actions that were taken or works
that were produced based upon or incorporating data derived from the laboratory. The
Committee on Natural Resources’ Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations takes
matters related to scientific integrity very seriously as science, developed and made
available in a transparent manner, is an essential tool for guiding the formation of policy
decisions as well as for scholarly or private sector pursuits. This concern was conveyed to
DOI's Deputy Inspector General Mary Kendall during a Subcommittee hearing on June 23,

1 OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL, U.S. DEP'T OF THE INTERIOR, SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY AT USGS ENERGY GEOCHEMISTRY
LABORATORY (2016). https://www.doioig.gov/sites/doioig.gov/files /2016 EAU010Public.pdf.

2 Scientific Integrity Review Panel Report, cited in OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL, U.S. DEP'T OF THE INTERIOR, supra
note 1, at 4.
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2016. Following a series of questions related to scientific integrity incidents at the
Lakewood ERP Laboratory, one of my Subcommittee colleagues, Rep. Bruce Westerman
stated, “if the base research is flawed, then that affects work that goes out from there, and
we spent $108 million for this research....”3

In addition, Rep. Westerman noted the Subcommittee’s concern that the full extent
of the damage attributable to the scientific misconduct and data manipulation remains
undetermined.* The OIG also noted in its report that the full extent of the impacts are “still
unfolding and challenging to quantify.”> However, OIG’s ability to assess the scope of the
damage is complicated by the fact that the laboratory’s line-chemist “failed to preserve the
[manipulated] data”.6

Therefore, in order for the Subcommittee to better understand the potential impacts
of the scientific misconduct and so that a full and complete record of relevant documents
and communications can be produced to the Subcommittee, I would request that all
records related to the scientific integrity incident at the USGS ERP Geochemistry
Laboratory in Lakewood, Colorado be preserved, including, but not limited to, records
related to:

1. Any and all records of projects undertaken by the Lakewood, Colorado USGS
ERP Laboratory for FYs 2008 through 2014, whether completed or
uncompleted, and accompanying post-project completion records;

2. Data produced by the Inorganic Section’s line-chemist for FYs 2008 through
2014;

3. Any and all personnel records for the line-chemist referenced in the June
2016 0OIG report;

4. Any and all correspondences of USGS personnel, including internal
memoranda, regarding or related to the scientific integrity incident;

5. Any and all correspondences to USGS or USGS personnel regarding or
relating to the scientific integrity incident; and

6. Any and all communication between USGS or USGS personnel and third
parties, including Congress and government agencies, referring or relating to
the scientific integrity incident.

3 Oversight Hearing on the Administration’s Response to Findings of Unethical and Criminal Conduct at the
Department of the Interior Before the Subcomm. on Oversight and Investigations of the H. Comm on Natural
Resources,114th Cong. (2016) (statement of Rep. Bruce Westerman, Member, H. Comm. on Natural Resources).
41d.

5 QFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL, U.S. DEP'T OF THE INTERIOR, supra note 1, at 8.

61d. at 4.
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In addition, no later than September 6, 2016, please provide to the Subcommittee a
detailed explanation of the actions USGS has taken and is planning to take to ensure all
records related to this incident are preserved.

Please have your staff contact Christopher Santini or Sang Yi of the Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations at (202) 225-7107 with any questions.

Sincerely,

Louie Gohmert

Chairman

Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations

cc: The Honorable Debbie Dingell, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations



