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[CLERK’S NOTE: Six sections which precede division A in the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act apply to all divisions of the Act, in-
cluding this one. The text of these sections is as follows: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2008’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

[Text omitted for purposes of this note] 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, any reference to ‘‘this 
Act’’ contained in any division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division. 
SEC. 4. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT. 

The explanatory statement regarding the consolidated appropria-
tions amendment of the House of Representatives to the amend-
ment of the Senate to H.R. 2764, printed in the House section of 
the Congressional Record on or about December 17, 2007 by the 
Chairman of the Committee on Appropriations of the House, shall 
have the same effect with respect to the allocation of funds and im-
plementation of divisions A through K of this Act as if it were a 
joint explanatory statement of a committee of conference. 
SEC. 5. EMERGENCY DESIGNATIONS. 

Any designation in any division of this Act referring to this sec-
tion is a designation of an amount as an emergency requirement 
and necessary to meet emergency needs pursuant to subsections (a) 
and (b) of section 204 of S. Con. Res. 21 (110th Congress), the con-
current resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2008. 
SEC. 6. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

The following sums in this Act are appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2008. 

Reproduced below is the text of division I of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2008 (H.R. 2764; P.L. 110–161) as presented to the 
President for signature.] 
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LEGISLATIVE TEXT, DIVISION I 

DIVISION I—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2008 

TITLE I 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, and equipment of tem-
porary or permanent public works, military installations, facilities, 
and real property for the Army as currently authorized by law, in-
cluding personnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and other per-
sonal services necessary for the purposes of this appropriation, and 
for construction and operation of facilities in support of the func-
tions of the Commander in Chief, $3,936,583,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2012: Provided, That of this amount, not 
to exceed $321,983,000 shall be available for study, planning, de-
sign, architect and engineer services, and host nation support, as 
authorized by law, unless the Secretary of Defense determines that 
additional obligations are necessary for such purposes and notifies 
the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of 
the determination and the reasons therefor: Provided further, That 
of the funds appropriated for ‘‘Military Construction, Army’’ under 
Public Law 110–5, $8,690,000 are hereby rescinded. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, and equipment of tem-
porary or permanent public works, naval installations, facilities, 
and real property for the Navy and Marine Corps as currently au-
thorized by law, including personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal services necessary for the 
purposes of this appropriation, $2,198,394,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2012: Provided, That of this amount, not to ex-
ceed $113,017,000 shall be available for study, planning, design, 
and architect and engineer services, as authorized by law, unless 
the Secretary of Defense determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the determination and the 
reasons therefor: Provided further, That of the funds appropriated 
for ‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’ under Public 
Law 108–132, $5,862,000; under Public Law 108–324, $2,069,000; 
and under Public Law 110–5, $2,626,000 are hereby rescinded. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, and equipment of tem-
porary or permanent public works, military installations, facilities, 
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and real property for the Air Force as currently authorized by law, 
$1,159,747,000, to remain available until September 30, 2012: Pro-
vided, That of this amount, not to exceed $43,721,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the Secretary of Defense de-
termines that additional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and the reasons therefor: 
Provided further, That of the funds appropriated for ‘‘Military Con-
struction, Air Force’’ under Public Law 108–324, $5,319,000; and 
under Public Law 110–5, $5,151,000 are hereby rescinded. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER AND RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, and equipment of tem-
porary or permanent public works, installations, facilities, and real 
property for activities and agencies of the Department of Defense 
(other than the military departments), as currently authorized by 
law, $1,609,596,000, to remain available until September 30, 2012: 
Provided, That such amounts of this appropriation as may be de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense may be transferred to such 
appropriations of the Department of Defense available for military 
construction or family housing as the Secretary may designate, to 
be merged with and to be available for the same purposes, and for 
the same time period, as the appropriation or fund to which trans-
ferred: Provided further, That of the amount appropriated, not to 
exceed $155,569,000 shall be available for study, planning, design, 
and architect and engineer services, as authorized by law, unless 
the Secretary of Defense determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the determination and the 
reasons therefor: Provided further, That of the funds appropriated 
for ‘‘Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’ under Public Law 110– 
5, $10,192,000 are hereby rescinded. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the Army 
National Guard, and contributions therefor, as authorized by chap-
ter 1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Military Construction 
Authorization Acts, $536,656,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2012. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the Air 
National Guard, and contributions therefor, as authorized by chap-
ter 1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Military Construction 
Authorization Acts, $287,537,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2012. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:29 Jan 18, 2008 Jkt 039564 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\D564I.XXX D564Ism
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1916 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the Army 
Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United States 
Code, and Military Construction Authorization Acts, $148,133,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2012. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine Corps as authorized by 
chapter 1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Military Con-
struction Authorization Acts, $64,430,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2012. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, rehabilitation, and con-
version of facilities for the training and administration of the Air 
Force Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United 
States Code, and Military Construction Authorization Acts, 
$28,359,000, to remain available until September 30, 2012: Pro-
vided, That of the funds appropriated for ‘‘Military Construction, 
Air Force Reserve’’ under Public Law 109–114, $3,069,000 are here-
by rescinded. 

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION SECURITY INVESTMENT 
PROGRAM 

For the United States share of the cost of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization Security Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities and installations (includ-
ing international military headquarters) and for related expenses 
for the collective defense of the North Atlantic Treaty Area as au-
thorized by section 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and Mili-
tary Construction Authorization Acts, $201,400,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses of family housing for the Army for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition, expansion, extension, 
and alteration, as authorized by law, $424,400,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2012: Provided, That of the funds appro-
priated for ‘‘Family Housing Construction, Army’’ under Public Law 
110–5, $4,559,000 are hereby rescinded. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 

For expenses of family housing for the Army for operation and 
maintenance, including debt payment, leasing, minor construction, 
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principal and interest charges, and insurance premiums, as author-
ized by law, $731,920,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the Navy and Marine Corps 
for construction, including acquisition, replacement, addition, ex-
pansion, extension, and alteration, as authorized by law, 
$293,129,000, to remain available until September 30, 2012. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the Navy and Marine Corps 
for operation and maintenance, including debt payment, leasing, 
minor construction, principal and interest charges, and insurance 
premiums, as authorized by law, $371,404,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses of family housing for the Air Force for construction, 
including acquisition, replacement, addition, expansion, extension, 
and alteration, as authorized by law, $327,747,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2012: Provided, That of the funds appro-
priated for ‘‘Family Housing Construction, Air Force’’ under Public 
Law 108–132, $15,000,000 are hereby rescinded. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 

For expenses of family housing for the Air Force for operation 
and maintenance, including debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and insurance premiums, as 
authorized by law, $688,335,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE 

For expenses of family housing for the activities and agencies of 
the Department of Defense (other than the military departments) 
for operation and maintenance, leasing, and minor construction, as 
authorized by law, $48,848,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND 

For the Department of Defense Family Housing Improvement 
Fund, $500,000, to remain available until expended, for family 
housing initiatives undertaken pursuant to section 2883 of title 10, 
United States Code, providing alternative means of acquiring and 
improving military family housing and supporting facilities. 

CHEMICAL DEMILITARIZATION CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

For expenses of construction, not otherwise provided for, nec-
essary for the destruction of the United States stockpile of lethal 
chemical agents and munitions in accordance with section 1412 of 
the Department of Defense Authorization Act, 1986 (50 U.S.C. 
1521), and for the destruction of other chemical warfare materials 
that are not in the chemical weapon stockpile, as currently author-
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ized by law, $104,176,000, to remain available until September 30, 
2012, which shall be only for the Assembled Chemical Weapons Al-
ternatives program. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE ACCOUNT 1990 

For deposit into the Department of Defense Base Closure Ac-
count 1990, established by section 2906(a)(1) of the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note), 
$295,689,000, to remain available until expended. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE ACCOUNT 2005 

For deposit into the Department of Defense Base Closure Ac-
count 2005, established by section 2906A(a)(1) of the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note), 
$7,235,591,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That 
the Department of Defense shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress 14 days prior to obligating an 
amount for a construction project that exceeds or reduces the 
amount identified for that project in the most recently submitted 
budget request for this account by 20 percent or $2,000,000, which-
ever is less: Provided further, That the previous proviso shall not 
apply to projects costing less than $5,000,000, except for those 
projects not previously identified in any budget submission for this 
account and exceeding the minor construction threshold under 10 
U.S.C. 2805. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available in this title shall be 
expended for payments under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for 
construction, where cost estimates exceed $25,000, to be performed 
within the United States, except Alaska, without the specific ap-
proval in writing of the Secretary of Defense setting forth the rea-
sons therefor. 

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title for construction 
shall be available for hire of passenger motor vehicles. 

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title for construction may 
be used for advances to the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the construction of access roads as 
authorized by section 210 of title 23, United States Code, when 
projects authorized therein are certified as important to the na-
tional defense by the Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
used to begin construction of new bases in the United States for 
which specific appropriations have not been made. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available in this title shall be 
used for purchase of land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army Corps of Engineers 
or the Naval Facilities Engineering Command, except: (1) where 
there is a determination of value by a Federal court; (2) purchases 
negotiated by the Attorney General or the designee of the Attorney 
General; (3) where the estimated value is less than $25,000; or (4) 
as otherwise determined by the Secretary of Defense to be in the 
public interest. 
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SEC. 106. None of the funds made available in this title shall be 
used to: (1) acquire land; (2) provide for site preparation; or (3) in-
stall utilities for any family housing, except housing for which 
funds have been made available in annual Acts making appropria-
tions for military construction. 

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available in this title for minor 
construction may be used to transfer or relocate any activity from 
one base or installation to another, without prior notification to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
used for the procurement of steel for any construction project or ac-
tivity for which American steel producers, fabricators, and manu-
facturers have been denied the opportunity to compete for such 
steel procurement. 

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the Department of De-
fense for military construction or family housing during the current 
fiscal year may be used to pay real property taxes in any foreign 
nation. 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
used to initiate a new installation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
obligated for architect and engineer contracts estimated by the 
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to be accomplished in 
Japan, in any North Atlantic Treaty Organization member country, 
or in countries bordering the Arabian Sea, unless such contracts 
are awarded to United States firms or United States firms in joint 
venture with host nation firms. 

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available in this title for mili-
tary construction in the United States territories and possessions 
in the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in countries bordering the 
Arabian Sea, may be used to award any contract estimated by the 
Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a foreign contractor: Provided, 
That this section shall not be applicable to contract awards for 
which the lowest responsive and responsible bid of a United States 
contractor exceeds the lowest responsive and responsible bid of a 
foreign contractor by greater than 20 percent: Provided further, 
That this section shall not apply to contract awards for military 
construction on Kwajalein Atoll for which the lowest responsive 
and responsible bid is submitted by a Marshallese contractor. 

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense is to inform the appropriate 
committees of both Houses of Congress, including the Committees 
on Appropriations, of the plans and scope of any proposed military 
exercise involving United States personnel 30 days prior to its oc-
curring, if amounts expended for construction, either temporary or 
permanent, are anticipated to exceed $100,000. 

SEC. 114. Not more than 20 percent of the funds made available 
in this title which are limited for obligation during the current fis-
cal year shall be obligated during the last two months of the fiscal 
year. 
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(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 115. Funds appropriated to the Department of Defense for 
construction in prior years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department by the authorizations 
enacted into law during the current session of Congress. 

SEC. 116. For military construction or family housing projects 
that are being completed with funds otherwise expired or lapsed for 
obligation, expired or lapsed funds may be used to pay the cost of 
associated supervision, inspection, overhead, engineering and de-
sign on those projects and on subsequent claims, if any. 

SEC. 117. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any funds 
made available to a military department or defense agency for the 
construction of military projects may be obligated for a military 
construction project or contract, or for any portion of such a project 
or contract, at any time before the end of the fourth fiscal year 
after the fiscal year for which funds for such project were made 
available, if the funds obligated for such project: (1) are obligated 
from funds available for military construction projects; and (2) do 
not exceed the amount appropriated for such project, plus any 
amount by which the cost of such project is increased pursuant to 
law. 

SEC. 118. (a) The Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, by February 15 of each year, an 
annual report, in unclassified and, if necessary classified form, on 
actions taken by the Department of Defense and the Department 
of State during the previous fiscal year to encourage host countries 
to assume a greater share of the common defense burden of such 
countries and the United States. 

(b) The report under subsection (a) shall include a description 
of— 

(1) attempts to secure cash and in-kind contributions from 
host countries for military construction projects; 

(2) attempts to achieve economic incentives offered by host 
countries to encourage private investment for the benefit of the 
United States Armed Forces; 

(3) attempts to recover funds due to be paid to the United 
States by host countries for assets deeded or otherwise im-
parted to host countries upon the cessation of United States 
operations at military installations; 

(4) the amount spent by host countries on defense, in dollars 
and in terms of the percent of gross domestic product (GDP) 
of the host country; and 

(5) for host countries that are members of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), the amount contributed to NATO 
by host countries, in dollars and in terms of the percent of the 
total NATO budget. 

(c) In this section, the term ‘‘host country’’ means other member 
countries of NATO, Japan, South Korea, and United States allies 
bordering the Arabian Sea. 
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(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 119. In addition to any other transfer authority available to 
the Department of Defense, proceeds deposited to the Department 
of Defense Base Closure Account established by section 207(a)(1) of 
the Defense Authorization Amendments and Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act (10 U.S.C. 2687 note) pursuant to section 
207(a)(2)(C) of such Act, may be transferred to the account estab-
lished by section 2906(a)(1) of the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note), to be merged with, 
and to be available for the same purposes and the same time pe-
riod as that account. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 120. Subject to 30 days prior notification to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress, such additional 
amounts as may be determined by the Secretary of Defense may 
be transferred to: (1) the Department of Defense Family Housing 
Improvement Fund from amounts appropriated for construction in 
‘‘Family Housing’’ accounts, to be merged with and to be available 
for the same purposes and for the same period of time as amounts 
appropriated directly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of Defense 
Military Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund from 
amounts appropriated for construction of military unaccompanied 
housing in ‘‘Military Construction’’ accounts, to be merged with and 
to be available for the same purposes and for the same period of 
time as amounts appropriated directly to the Fund: Provided, That 
appropriations made available to the Funds shall be available to 
cover the costs, as defined in section 502(5) of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guarantees issued by the 
Department of Defense pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV 
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code, pertaining to alter-
native means of acquiring and improving military family housing, 
military unaccompanied housing, and supporting facilities. 

SEC. 121. (a) Not later than 60 days before issuing any solicita-
tion for a contract with the private sector for military family hous-
ing the Secretary of the military department concerned shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress the notice described in subsection (b). 

(b)(1) A notice referred to in subsection (a) is a notice of any 
guarantee (including the making of mortgage or rental payments) 
proposed to be made by the Secretary to the private party under 
the contract involved in the event of— 

(A) the closure or realignment of the installation for which 
housing is provided under the contract; 

(B) a reduction in force of units stationed at such installa-
tion; or 

(C) the extended deployment overseas of units stationed at 
such installation. 

(2) Each notice under this subsection shall specify the nature of 
the guarantee involved and assess the extent and likelihood, if any, 
of the liability of the Federal Government with respect to the guar-
antee. 
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(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 122. In addition to any other transfer authority available to 
the Department of Defense, amounts may be transferred from the 
accounts established by sections 2906(a)(1) and 2906A(a)(1) of the 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 
note), to the fund established by section 1013(d) of the Demonstra-
tion Cities and Metropolitan Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
3374) to pay for expenses associated with the Homeowners Assist-
ance Program. Any amounts transferred shall be merged with and 
be available for the same purposes and for the same time period 
as the fund to which transferred. 

SEC. 123. Notwithstanding this or any other provision of law, 
funds made available in this title for operation and maintenance of 
family housing shall be the exclusive source of funds for repair and 
maintenance of all family housing units, including general or flag 
officer quarters: Provided, That not more than $35,000 per unit 
may be spent annually for the maintenance and repair of any gen-
eral or flag officer quarters without 30 days prior notification to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress, except 
that an after-the-fact notification shall be submitted if the limita-
tion is exceeded solely due to costs associated with environmental 
remediation that could not be reasonably anticipated at the time of 
the budget submission: Provided further, That the Under Secretary 
of Defense (Comptroller) is to report annually to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress all operation and main-
tenance expenditures for each individual general or flag officer 
quarters for the prior fiscal year. 

SEC. 124. Whenever the Secretary of Defense or any other official 
of the Department of Defense is requested by the subcommittee on 
Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives 
or the subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate to respond to a question or inquiry submitted by the chair-
man or another member of that subcommittee pursuant to a sub-
committee hearing or other activity, the Secretary (or other official) 
shall respond to the request, in writing, within 21 days of the date 
on which the request is transmitted to the Secretary (or other offi-
cial). 

SEC. 125. Amounts contained in the Ford Island Improvement 
Account established by subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10, 
United States Code, are appropriated and shall be available until 
expended for the purposes specified in subsection (i)(1) of such sec-
tion or until transferred pursuant to subsection (i)(3) of such sec-
tion. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 126. None of the funds made available in this title, or in 
any Act making appropriations for military construction which re-
main available for obligation, may be obligated or expended to 
carry out a military construction, land acquisition, or family hous-
ing project at or for a military installation approved for closure, or 
at a military installation for the purposes of supporting a function 
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that has been approved for realignment to another installation, in 
2005 under the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 
(part A of title XXIX of Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note), 
unless such a project at a military installation approved for re-
alignment will support a continuing mission or function at that in-
stallation or a new mission or function that is planned for that in-
stallation, or unless the Secretary of Defense certifies that the cost 
to the United States of carrying out such project would be less than 
the cost to the United States of cancelling such project, or if the 
project is at an active component base that shall be established as 
an enclave or in the case of projects having multi-agency use, that 
another Government agency has indicated it will assume owner-
ship of the completed project. The Secretary of Defense may not 
transfer funds made available as a result of this limitation from 
any military construction project, land acquisition, or family hous-
ing project to another account or use such funds for another pur-
pose or project without the prior approval of the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. This section shall not 
apply to military construction projects, land acquisition, or family 
housing projects for which the project is vital to the national secu-
rity or the protection of health, safety, or environmental quality: 
Provided, That the Secretary of Defense shall notify the congres-
sional defense committees within seven days of a decision to carry 
out such a military construction project. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 127. During the 5-year period after appropriations available 
in this Act to the Department of Defense for military construction 
and family housing operation and maintenance and construction 
have expired for obligation, upon a determination that such appro-
priations will not be necessary for the liquidation of obligations or 
for making authorized adjustments to such appropriations for obli-
gations incurred during the period of availability of such appropria-
tions, unobligated balances of such appropriations may be trans-
ferred into the appropriation ‘‘Foreign Currency Fluctuations, Con-
struction, Defense’’, to be merged with and to be available for the 
same time period and for the same purposes as the appropriation 
to which transferred. 

SEC. 128. None of the funds in this title shall be used for any 
activity related to the construction of an Outlying Landing Field in 
Washington County, North Carolina. 

TITLE II 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the payment of compensation benefits to or on behalf of vet-
erans and a pilot program for disability examinations as authorized 
by section 107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 
38, United States Code; pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans 
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as authorized by chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United 
States Code; and burial benefits, the Reinstated Entitlement Pro-
gram for Survivors, emergency and other officers’ retirement pay, 
adjusted-service credits and certificates, payment of premiums due 
on commercial life insurance policies guaranteed under the provi-
sions of title IV of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits as authorized by sections 
107, 1312, 1977, and 2106, and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of 
title 38, United States Code, $41,236,322,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That not to exceed $28,583,000 of the 
amount appropriated under this heading shall be reimbursed to 
‘‘General operating expenses’’ and ‘‘Medical administration’’ for nec-
essary expenses in implementing the provisions of chapters 51, 53, 
and 55 of title 38, United States Code, the funding source for which 
is specifically provided as the ‘‘Compensation and pensions’’ appro-
priation: Provided further, That such sums as may be earned on an 
actual qualifying patient basis, shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical 
care collections fund’’ to augment the funding of individual medical 
facilities for nursing home care provided to pensioners as author-
ized. 

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 

For the payment of readjustment and rehabilitation benefits to 
or on behalf of veterans as authorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 34, 
35, 36, 39, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States Code, 
$3,300,289,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That 
expenses for rehabilitation program services and assistance which 
the Secretary is authorized to provide under subsection (a) of sec-
tion 3104 of title 38, United States Code, other than under para-
graphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of that subsection, shall be charged to 
this account. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 

For military and naval insurance, national service life insurance, 
servicemen’s indemnities, service-disabled veterans insurance, and 
veterans mortgage life insurance as authorized by title 38, United 
States Code, chapters 19 and 21, $41,250,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans, such sums as may 
be necessary to carry out the program, as authorized by sub-
chapters I through III of chapter 37 of title 38, United States Code: 
Provided, That such costs, including the cost of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the Congressional Budg-
et Act of 1974: Provided further, That during fiscal year 2008, with-
in the resources available, not to exceed $500,000 in gross obliga-
tions for direct loans are authorized for specially adapted housing 
loans. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to carry out the direct 
and guaranteed loan programs, $154,562,000. 
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VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct loans, $71,000, as authorized by chapter 31 
of title 38, United States Code: Provided, That such costs, including 
the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as defined in section 502 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That 
funds made available under this heading are available to subsidize 
gross obligations for the principal amount of direct loans not to ex-
ceed $3,287,000. 

In addition, for administrative expenses necessary to carry out 
the direct loan program, $311,000, which may be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘General operating expenses’’. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For administrative expenses to carry out the direct loan program 
authorized by subchapter V of chapter 37 of title 38, United States 
Code, $628,000. 

GUARANTEED TRANSITIONAL HOUSING LOANS FOR HOMELESS 
VETERANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the administrative expenses to carry out the guaranteed 
transitional housing loan program authorized by subchapter VI of 
chapter 20 of title 38, United States Code, not to exceed $750,000 
of the amounts appropriated by this Act for ‘‘General operating ex-
penses’’ and ‘‘Medical administration’’ may be expended. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as authorized by law, in-
patient and outpatient care and treatment to beneficiaries of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and veterans described in section 
1705(a) of title 38, United States Code, including care and treat-
ment in facilities not under the jurisdiction of the Department, and 
including medical supplies and equipment, food services, and sala-
ries and expenses of health-care employees hired under title 38, 
United States Code, and aid to State homes as authorized by sec-
tion 1741 of title 38, United States Code; $29,104,220,000, plus re-
imbursements, of which not less than $2,900,000,000 shall be ex-
pended for specialty mental health care and not less than 
$130,000,000 shall be expended for the homeless grants and per 
diem program: Provided, That of the funds made available under 
this heading, not to exceed $1,350,000,000 shall be available until 
September 30, 2009: Provided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall es-
tablish a priority for the provision of medical treatment for vet-
erans who have service-connected disabilities, lower income, or 
have special needs: Provided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall give 
priority funding for the provision of basic medical benefits to vet-
erans in enrollment priority groups 1 through 6: Provided further, 
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That, notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs may authorize the dispensing of prescription 
drugs from Veterans Health Administration facilities to enrolled 
veterans with privately written prescriptions based on require-
ments established by the Secretary: Provided further, That the im-
plementation of the program described in the previous proviso shall 
incur no additional cost to the Department of Veterans Affairs: Pro-
vided further, That for the Department of Defense/Department of 
Veterans Affairs Health Care Sharing Incentive Fund, as author-
ized by section 8111(d) of title 38, United States Code, a minimum 
of $15,000,000, to remain available until expended, for any purpose 
authorized by section 8111 of title 38, United States Code. 

MEDICAL ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses in the administration of the medical, hos-
pital, nursing home, domiciliary, construction, supply, and research 
activities, as authorized by law; administrative expenses in support 
of capital policy activities; and administrative and legal expenses 
of the Department for collecting and recovering amounts owed the 
Department as authorized under chapter 17 of title 38, United 
States Code, and the Federal Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 
2651 et seq.): $3,517,000,000, plus reimbursements, of which 
$250,000,000 shall be available until September 30, 2009. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 

For necessary expenses for the maintenance and operation of 
hospitals, nursing homes, and domiciliary facilities and other nec-
essary facilities of the Veterans Health Administration; for admin-
istrative expenses in support of planning, design, project manage-
ment, real property acquisition and disposition, construction, and 
renovation of any facility under the jurisdiction or for the use of 
the Department; for oversight, engineering, and architectural ac-
tivities not charged to project costs; for repairing, altering, improv-
ing, or providing facilities in the several hospitals and homes under 
the jurisdiction of the Department, not otherwise provided for, ei-
ther by contract or by the hire of temporary employees and pur-
chase of materials; for leases of facilities; and for laundry services, 
$4,100,000,000, plus reimbursements, of which $350,000,000 shall 
be available until September 30, 2009: Provided, That $325,000,000 
for non-recurring maintenance provided under this heading shall 
be allocated in a manner not subject to the Veterans Equitable Re-
source Allocation. 

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH 

For necessary expenses in carrying out programs of medical and 
prosthetic research and development as authorized by chapter 73 
of title 38, United States Code, $480,000,000, plus reimbursements, 
to remain available until September 30, 2009. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses of the National Cemetery Administration 
for operations and maintenance, not otherwise provided for, includ-
ing uniforms or allowances therefor; cemeterial expenses as author-
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ized by law; purchase of one passenger motor vehicle for use in 
cemeterial operations; and hire of passenger motor vehicles, 
$195,000,000, of which not to exceed $20,000,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2009. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES 

For necessary operating expenses of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, not otherwise provided for, including administrative ex-
penses in support of Department-Wide capital planning, manage-
ment and policy activities, uniforms, or allowances therefor; not to 
exceed $25,000 for official reception and representation expenses; 
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and reimbursement of the Gen-
eral Services Administration for security guard services, and the 
Department of Defense for the cost of overseas employee mail, 
$1,605,000,000: Provided, That expenses for services and assistance 
authorized under paragraphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of section 
3104(a) of title 38, United States Code, that the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs determines are necessary to enable entitled veterans: 
(1) to the maximum extent feasible, to become employable and to 
obtain and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to achieve max-
imum independence in daily living, shall be charged to this ac-
count: Provided further, That the Veterans Benefits Administration 
shall be funded at not less than $1,327,001,000: Provided further, 
That of the funds made available under this heading, not to exceed 
$75,000,000 shall be available for obligation until September 30, 
2009: Provided further, That from the funds made available under 
this heading, the Veterans Benefits Administration may purchase 
(on a one-for-one replacement basis only) up to two passenger 
motor vehicles for use in operations of that Administration in Ma-
nila, Philippines. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 

For necessary expenses for information technology systems and 
telecommunications support, including developmental information 
systems and operational information systems; including pay and 
associated cost for operations and maintenance associated staff; for 
the capital asset acquisition of information technology systems, in-
cluding management and related contractual costs of said acquisi-
tions, including contractual costs associated with operations au-
thorized by section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
$1,966,465,000, to be available until September 30, 2009: Provided, 
That none of these funds may be obligated until the Department 
of Veterans Affairs submits to the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress, and such Committees approve, a plan 
for expenditure that: (1) meets the capital planning and investment 
control review requirements established by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget; (2) complies with the Department of Veterans 
Affairs enterprise architecture; (3) conforms with an established 
enterprise life cycle methodology; and (4) complies with the acquisi-
tion rules, requirements, guidelines, and systems acquisition man-
agement practices of the Federal Government: Provided further, 
That within 30 days of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
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erans Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress a reprogramming base letter which pro-
vides, by project, the costs included in this appropriation. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Inspector General, to in-
clude information technology, in carrying out the provisions of the 
Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), $80,500,000, of 
which $5,000,000 shall be available until September 30, 2009. 

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 

For constructing, altering, extending, and improving any of the 
facilities, including parking projects, under the jurisdiction or for 
the use of the Department of Veterans Affairs, or for any of the 
purposes set forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406, 8102, 8103, 8106, 
8108, 8109, 8110, and 8122 of title 38, United States Code, includ-
ing planning, architectural and engineering services, construction 
management services, maintenance or guarantee period services 
costs associated with equipment guarantees provided under the 
project, services of claims analysts, offsite utility and storm drain-
age system construction costs, and site acquisition, where the esti-
mated cost of a project is more than the amount set forth in section 
8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United States Code, or where funds for a 
project were made available in a previous major project appropria-
tion, $1,069,100,000, to remain available until expended, of which 
$2,000,000 shall be to make reimbursements as provided in section 
13 of the Contract Disputes Act of 1978 (41 U.S.C. 612) for claims 
paid for contract disputes: Provided, That except for advance plan-
ning activities, including needs assessments which may or may not 
lead to capital investments, and other capital asset management 
related activities, including portfolio development and management 
activities, and investment strategy studies funded through the ad-
vance planning fund and the planning and design activities funded 
through the design fund, including needs assessments which may 
or may not lead to capital investments, none of the funds appro-
priated under this heading shall be used for any project which has 
not been approved by the Congress in the budgetary process: Pro-
vided further, That funds provided in this appropriation for fiscal 
year 2008, for each approved project shall be obligated: (1) by the 
awarding of a construction documents contract by September 30, 
2008; and (2) by the awarding of a construction contract by Sep-
tember 30, 2009: Provided further, That the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall promptly submit to the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress a written report on any approved major 
construction project for which obligations are not incurred within 
the time limitations established above: Provided further, That none 
of the funds appropriated in this or any other Act may be used to 
reduce the mission, services, or infrastructure, including land, of 
the 18 facilities on the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced 
Services (CARES) list requiring further study, as specified by the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, without prior approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. 
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CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS 

For constructing, altering, extending, and improving any of the 
facilities, including parking projects, under the jurisdiction or for 
the use of the Department of Veterans Affairs, including planning 
and assessments of needs which may lead to capital investments, 
architectural and engineering services, maintenance or guarantee 
period services costs associated with equipment guarantees pro-
vided under the project, services of claims analysts, offsite utility 
and storm drainage system construction costs, and site acquisition, 
or for any of the purposes set forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406, 
8102, 8103, 8106, 8108, 8109, 8110, 8122, and 8162 of title 38, 
United States Code, where the estimated cost of a project is equal 
to or less than the amount set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 
38, United States Code, $630,535,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, along with unobligated balances of previous ‘‘Construction, 
minor projects’’ appropriations which are hereby made available for 
any project where the estimated cost is equal to or less than the 
amount set forth in such section: Provided, That funds in this ac-
count shall be available for: (1) repairs to any of the nonmedical 
facilities under the jurisdiction or for the use of the Department 
which are necessary because of loss or damage caused by any nat-
ural disaster or catastrophe; and (2) temporary measures necessary 
to prevent or to minimize further loss by such causes. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES 

For grants to assist States to acquire or construct State nursing 
home and domiciliary facilities and to remodel, modify, or alter ex-
isting hospital, nursing home, and domiciliary facilities in State 
homes, for furnishing care to veterans as authorized by sections 
8131 through 8137 of title 38, United States Code, $165,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE VETERANS CEMETERIES 

For grants to assist States in establishing, expanding, or improv-
ing State veterans cemeteries as authorized by section 2408 of title 
38, United States Code, $39,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year 2008 for ‘‘Compensa-
tion and pensions’’, ‘‘Readjustment benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans insur-
ance and indemnities’’ may be transferred as necessary to any 
other of the mentioned appropriations: Provided, That before a 
transfer may take place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress the authority to make the transfer and such Committees 
issue an approval, or absent a response, a period of 30 days has 
elapsed. 
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(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 202. Amounts made available for fiscal year 2008, in this 
Act or any other Act, under the ‘‘Medical services’’, ‘‘Medical Ad-
ministration’’, and ‘‘Medical facilities’’ accounts may be transferred 
among the accounts to the extent necessary to implement the re-
structuring of the Veterans Health Administration accounts: Pro-
vided, That before a transfer may take place, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall request from the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress the authority to make the transfer and 
an approval is issued. 

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this title for salaries and 
expenses shall be available for services authorized by section 3109 
of title 5, United States Code, hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
lease of a facility or land or both; and uniforms or allowances 
therefore, as authorized by sections 5901 through 5902 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title (except the appropria-
tions for ‘‘Construction, major projects’’, and ‘‘Construction, minor 
projects’’) shall be available for the purchase of any site for or to-
ward the construction of any new hospital or home. 

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title shall be available for 
hospitalization or examination of any persons (except beneficiaries 
entitled to such hospitalization or examination under the laws pro-
viding such benefits to veterans, and persons receiving such treat-
ment under sections 7901 through 7904 of title 5, United States 
Code, or the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.)), unless reimbursement of the 
cost of such hospitalization or examination is made to the ‘‘Medical 
services’’ account at such rates as may be fixed by the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs. 

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this title for ‘‘Compensation 
and pensions’’, ‘‘Readjustment benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans insurance 
and indemnities’’ shall be available for payment of prior year ac-
crued obligations required to be recorded by law against the cor-
responding prior year accounts within the last quarter of fiscal year 
2007. 

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this title shall be available 
to pay prior year obligations of corresponding prior year appropria-
tions accounts resulting from sections 3328(a), 3334, and 3712(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, except that if such obligations are 
from trust fund accounts they shall be payable only from ‘‘Com-
pensation and pensions’’. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, during fis-
cal year 2008, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, from the Na-
tional Service Life Insurance Fund (38 U.S.C. 1920), the Veterans’ 
Special Life Insurance Fund (38 U.S.C. 1923), and the United 
States Government Life Insurance Fund (38 U.S.C. 1955), reim-
burse the ‘‘General operating expenses’’ account for the cost of ad-
ministration of the insurance programs financed through those ac-
counts: Provided, That reimbursement shall be made only from the 
surplus earnings accumulated in such an insurance program dur-
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ing fiscal year 2008 that are available for dividends in that pro-
gram after claims have been paid and actuarially determined re-
serves have been set aside: Provided further, That if the cost of ad-
ministration of such an insurance program exceeds the amount of 
surplus earnings accumulated in that program, reimbursement 
shall be made only to the extent of such surplus earnings: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall determine the cost of administra-
tion for fiscal year 2008 which is properly allocable to the provision 
of each such insurance program and to the provision of any total 
disability income insurance included in that insurance program. 

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from enhanced-use lease proceeds to 
reimburse an account for expenses incurred by that account during 
a prior fiscal year for providing enhanced-use lease services, may 
be obligated during the fiscal year in which the proceeds are re-
ceived. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or funds for salaries and 
other administrative expenses shall also be available to reimburse 
the Office of Resolution Management of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the Office of Employment Discrimination Com-
plaint Adjudication under section 319 of title 38, United States 
Code, for all services provided at rates which will recover actual 
costs but not exceed $32,067,000 for the Office of Resolution Man-
agement and $3,148,000 for the Office of Employment and Dis-
crimination Complaint Adjudication: Provided, That payments may 
be made in advance for services to be furnished based on estimated 
costs: Provided further, That amounts received shall be credited to 
‘‘General operating expenses’’ for use by the office that provided the 
service. 

SEC. 211. No appropriations in this title shall be available to 
enter into any new lease of real property if the estimated annual 
rental is more than $300,000 unless the Secretary submits a report 
which the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress approve within 30 days following the date on which the re-
port is received. 

SEC. 212. No funds of the Department of Veterans Affairs shall 
be available for hospital care, nursing home care, or medical serv-
ices provided to any person under chapter 17 of title 38, United 
States Code, for a non-service-connected disability described in sec-
tion 1729(a)(2) of such title, unless that person has disclosed to the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in such form as the Secretary may 
require, current, accurate third-party reimbursement information 
for purposes of section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the Sec-
retary may recover, in the same manner as any other debt due the 
United States, the reasonable charges for such care or services 
from any person who does not make such disclosure as required: 
Provided further, That any amounts so recovered for care or serv-
ices provided in a prior fiscal year may be obligated by the Sec-
retary during the fiscal year in which amounts are received. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 213. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, at the dis-
cretion of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, proceeds or revenues 
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derived from enhanced-use leasing activities (including disposal) 
may be deposited into the ‘‘Construction, major projects’’ and ‘‘Con-
struction, minor projects’’ accounts and be used for construction (in-
cluding site acquisition and disposition), alterations, and improve-
ments of any medical facility under the jurisdiction or for the use 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as realized are 
in addition to the amount provided for in ‘‘Construction, major 
projects’’ and ‘‘Construction, minor projects’’. 

SEC. 214. Amounts made available under ‘‘Medical services’’ are 
available— 

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities, supplies, and equip-
ment; and 

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses, and other expenses 
incidental to funerals and burials for beneficiaries receiving 
care in the Department. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 215. Such sums as may be deposited to the Medical Care 
Collections Fund pursuant to section 1729A of title 38, United 
States Code, may be transferred to ‘‘Medical services’’, to remain 
available until expended for the purposes of that account. 

SEC. 216. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall allow veterans who are eligible 
under existing Department of Veterans Affairs medical care re-
quirements and who reside in Alaska to obtain medical care serv-
ices from medical facilities supported by the Indian Health Service 
or tribal organizations. The Secretary shall: (1) limit the applica-
tion of this provision to rural Alaskan veterans in areas where an 
existing Department of Veterans Affairs facility or Veterans Af-
fairs-contracted service is unavailable; (2) require participating vet-
erans and facilities to comply with all appropriate rules and regula-
tions, as established by the Secretary; (3) require this provision to 
be consistent with Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Serv-
ices activities; and (4) result in no additional cost to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs or the Indian Health Service. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 217. Such sums as may be deposited to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Capital Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of 
title 38, United States Code, may be transferred to the ‘‘Construc-
tion, major projects’’ and ‘‘Construction, minor projects’’ accounts, 
to remain available until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts. 

SEC. 218. None of the funds available to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, in this Act, or any other Act, may be used to replace 
the current system by which the Veterans Integrated Services Net-
works select and contract for diabetes monitoring supplies and 
equipment. 

SEC. 219. None of the funds made available in this title may be 
used to implement any policy prohibiting the Directors of the Vet-
erans Integrated Services Networks from conducting outreach or 
marketing to enroll new veterans within their respective Networks. 

SEC. 220. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a quar-
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terly report on the financial status of the Veterans Health Admin-
istration. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 221. Amounts made available under the ‘‘Medical services’’, 
‘‘Medical Administration’’, ‘‘Medical facilities’’, ‘‘General operating 
expenses’’, and ‘‘National Cemetery Administration’’ accounts for 
fiscal year 2008, may be transferred to or from the ‘‘Information 
technology systems’’ account: Provided, That before a transfer may 
take place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall request from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress the au-
thority to make the transfer and an approval is issued. 

SEC. 222. Amounts made available for the ‘‘Information tech-
nology systems’’ account may be transferred between projects: Pro-
vided, That no project may be increased or decreased by more than 
$1,000,000 of cost prior to submitting a request to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress to make the transfer 
and an approval is issued, or absent a response, a period of 30 days 
has elapsed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 223. Any balances in prior year accounts established for the 
payment of benefits under the Reinstated Entitlement Program for 
Survivors shall be transferred to and merged with amounts avail-
able under the ‘‘Compensation and pensions’’ account, and receipts 
that would otherwise be credited to the accounts established for the 
payment of benefits under the Reinstated Entitlement Program for 
Survivors program shall be credited to amounts available under 
the ‘‘Compensation and pensions’’ account. 

SEC. 224. PROHIBITION ON DISPOSAL OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS LANDS AND IMPROVEMENTS AT WEST LOS ANGELES 
MEDICAL CENTER, CALIFORNIA. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs may not declare as excess to the needs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, or otherwise take any action to ex-
change, trade, auction, transfer, or otherwise dispose of, or reduce 
the acreage of, Federal land and improvements at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs West Los Angeles Medical Center, California, 
encompassing approximately 388 acres on the north and south 
sides of Wilshire Boulevard and west of the 405 Freeway. 

(b) SPECIAL PROVISION REGARDING LEASE WITH REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE HOMELESS.—Notwithstanding any provision of this Act, sec-
tion 7 of the Homeless Veterans Comprehensive Services Act of 
1992 (Public Law 102–590) shall remain in effect. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 8162(c)(1) of title 38, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘or section 224(a) of the Military Construc-
tion and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2008’’ after ‘‘section 421(b)(2) of the Veterans’ Benefits and 
Services Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–322; 102 Stat. 553)’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘that section’’ and inserting ‘‘such sections’’. 
(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section, including the amendment 

made by this section, shall apply with respect to fiscal year 2008 
and each fiscal year thereafter. 
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SEC. 225. The Department shall continue research into Gulf War 
Illness at levels not less than those made available in fiscal year 
2007, within available funds contained in this Act. 

SEC. 226. (a) Not later than 30 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Inspector General of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish and maintain on the homepage of the 
Internet website of the Office of Inspector General a mechanism by 
which individuals can anonymously report cases of waste, fraud, or 
abuse with respect to the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

(b) Not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish and maintain 
on the homepage of the Internet website of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs a direct link to the Internet website of the Office of 
Inspector General of the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

SEC. 227. (a) Upon a determination by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs that such action is in the national interest, and will have 
a direct benefit for veterans through increased access to treatment, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may transfer not more than 
$5,000,000 to the Secretary of Health and Human Services for the 
Graduate Psychology Education Program, which includes treatment 
of veterans, to support increased training of psychologists skilled in 
the treatment of post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain in-
jury, and related disorders. 

(b) The Secretary of Health and Human Services may only use 
funds transferred under this section for the purposes described in 
subsection (a). 

(c) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall notify Congress of any 
such transfer of funds under this section. 

SEC. 228. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available by this Act or any other Act for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs may be used in a manner that is inconsistent with— 

(1) section 842 of the Transportation, Treasury, Housing and 
Urban Development, the Judiciary, and Independent Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2006 (Public Law 109–115; 119 Stat. 
2506); or 

(2) section 8110(a)(5) of title 38, United States Code. 
SEC. 229. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may carry out a 

major medical facility lease in fiscal year 2008 in an amount not 
to exceed $12,000,000 to implement the recommendations outlined 
in the August 2007 Study of South Texas Veterans’ Inpatient and 
Specialty Outpatient Health Care Needs. 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 230. Of the amounts made available for ‘‘Veterans Health 
Administration, Medical Services’’ in Public Law 110–28, 
$66,000,000 are rescinded. For an additional amount for ‘‘Depart-
mental Administration, Construction, Major Projects’’, $66,000,000, 
to be available until expended: Provided, That the amount provided 
by this section is designated as described in section 5 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated Act). 

SEC. 231. Section 1710(f)(2)(B) of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 2007,’’ and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2008,’’. 
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SEC. 232. Section 1729(a)(2)(E) of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘October 1, 2007,’’ and inserting ‘‘October 1, 
2008,’’. 

SEC. 233. The unobligated balance of funds appropriated under 
the heading ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ in Public Law 109–234 
for environmental clean-up and removal of debris from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs property in Gulfport, Mississippi, shall be 
available to the Department to replace missing doors and windows, 
and to repair roofs, of the buildings identified by the City of Gulf-
port, Mississippi, that will convey with the property, to prevent fur-
ther environmental damage to the interior infrastructure of these 
buildings: Provided, That the amount provided by this section is 
designated as described in section 5 (in the matter preceding divi-
sion A of this consolidated Act). 

SEC. 234. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, increases 
necessary to carry out section 3674 of title 38, United States Code 
at a level equal to fiscal year 2007 shall be available from amounts 
provided in this title for ‘‘Departmental Administration, General 
Operating Expenses’’. 

SEC. 235. (a) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this title (except section 230), of the amounts 
otherwise provided by this title for the following accounts, the fol-
lowing amounts are designated as emergency requirements and 
necessary to meet emergency needs pursuant to subsections (a) and 
(b) of section 204 of S. Con. Res. 21 (110th Congress), the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2008: 

Veterans Health Administration, Medical Services, 
$1,936,549,000. 

Veterans Health Administration, Medical Administration, 
$75,000,000. 

Veterans Health Administration, Medical Facilities, 
$508,000,000. 

Veterans Health Administration, Medical and Prosthetic Re-
search, $69,000,000. 

National Cemetery Administration, $28,191,000. 
Departmental Administration, General Operating Expenses, 

$133,163,000. 
Departmental Administration, Information Technology Sys-

tems, $107,248,000. 
Departmental Administration, Office of the Inspector Gen-

eral, $7,901,000. 
Departmental Administration, Construction, Major Projects, 

$341,700,000. 
Departmental Administration, Construction, Minor Projects, 

$397,139,000. 
Departmental Administration, Grants for Construction of 

State Extended Care Facilities, $80,000,000. 
Departmental Administration, Grants for Construction of 

State Veterans Cemeteries, $7,500,000. 
(b) CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION.—Any amount appropriated in 

this title that is designated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to subsection (a) shall be made available only 
after submission to the Congress by January 18, 2008, a formal 
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budget request by the President that includes designation of the 
entire amount of the request as an emergency requirement. 

(c) REQUIREMENT FOR AVAILABILITY.—None of the funds de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall become available for obligation un-
less all such funds are made available for obligation. 

TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, of the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission, including the acquisition of 
land or interest in land in foreign countries; purchases and repair 
of uniforms for caretakers of national cemeteries and monuments 
outside of the United States and its territories and possessions; 
rent of office and garage space in foreign countries; purchase (one- 
for-one replacement basis only) and hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles; not to exceed $7,500 for official reception and representation 
expenses; and insurance of official motor vehicles in foreign coun-
tries, when required by law of such countries, $44,600,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, of the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission, $11,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for purposes authorized by section 2109 of title 
36, United States Code. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the operation of the United States 
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims as authorized by sections 
7251 through 7298 of title 38, United States Code, $22,717,000, of 
which $1,210,000 shall be available for the purpose of providing fi-
nancial assistance as described, and in accordance with the process 
and reporting procedures set forth, under this heading in Public 
Law 102–229. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 

CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, as authorized by law, for maintenance, 
operation, and improvement of Arlington National Cemetery and 
Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home National Cemetery, including the pur-
chase of two passenger motor vehicles for replacement only, and 
not to exceed $1,000 for official reception and representation ex-
penses, $31,230,000, to remain available until expended. In addi-
tion, such sums as may be necessary for parking maintenance, re-
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pairs and replacement, to be derived from the Lease of Department 
of Defense Real Property for Defense Agencies account. 

Funds appropriated under this Act may be provided to Arlington 
County, Virginia, for the relocation of the federally-owned water 
main at Arlington National Cemetery making additional land 
available for ground burials. 

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 

TRUST FUND 

For expenses necessary for the Armed Forces Retirement Home 
to operate and maintain the Armed Forces Retirement Home— 
Washington, District of Columbia and the Armed Forces Retire-
ment Home—Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid from funds available 
in the Armed Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund, $55,724,000. 

GENERAL FUND PAYMENT, ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 

For payment to the ‘‘Armed Forces Retirement Home’’, $800,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

TITLE IV 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation contained in this Act 
shall remain available for obligation beyond the current fiscal year 
unless expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 402. Such sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2008 for 
pay raises for programs funded by this Act shall be absorbed with-
in the levels appropriated in this Act. 

SEC. 403. None of the funds made available in this Act may be 
used for any program, project, or activity, when it is made known 
to the Federal entity or official to which the funds are made avail-
able that the program, project, or activity is not in compliance with 
any Federal law relating to risk assessment, the protection of pri-
vate property rights, or unfunded mandates. 

SEC. 404. No part of any funds appropriated in this Act shall be 
used by an agency of the executive branch, other than for normal 
and recognized executive-legislative relationships, for publicity or 
propaganda purposes, and for the preparation, distribution, or use 
of any kit, pamphlet, booklet, publication, radio, television, or film 
presentation designed to support or defeat legislation pending be-
fore Congress, except in presentation to Congress itself. 

SEC. 405. All departments and agencies funded under this Act 
are encouraged, within the limits of the existing statutory authori-
ties and funding, to expand their use of ‘‘E-Commerce’’ technologies 
and procedures in the conduct of their business practices and pub-
lic service activities. 

SEC. 406. None of the funds made available in this Act may be 
transferred to any department, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government except pursuant to a transfer made by, 
or transfer authority provided in, this or any other appropriations 
Act. 
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SEC. 407. Unless stated otherwise, all reports and notifications 
required by this Act shall be submitted to the Subcommittee on 
Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate. 

SEC. 408. The Director of the Congressional Budget Office shall, 
not later than February 1, 2008, submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate a re-
port projecting annual appropriations necessary for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to continue providing necessary health 
care to veterans for fiscal years 2009 through 2012. 

SEC. 409. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available in this Act may be used for any action that is related to 
or promotes the expansion of the boundaries or size of the Pinon 
Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. 

SEC. 410. (a) In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘City’’ means the City of Aurora, Colorado. 
(2) The term ‘‘deed’’ means the quitclaim deed— 

(A) conveyed by the Secretary to the City; and 
(B) dated May 24, 1999. 

(3) The term ‘‘non-Federal land’’ means— 
(A) parcel I of the Fitzsimons Army Medical Center, Col-

orado; and 
(B) the parcel of land described in the deed. 

(4) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of the Interior. 
(b)(1) In accordance with paragraph (2), to allow the City to con-

vey by donation to the United States the non-Federal land to be 
used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for the construction of a 
veterans medical facility. 

(2) In carrying out paragraph (1), with respect to the non-Federal 
land, the Secretary shall forego exercising any rights provided by 
the— 

(A) deed relating to a reversionary interest of the United 
States; and 

(B) any other reversionary interest of the United States. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Military Construction and Vet-

erans Affairs and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2008’’. 
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1 This Explanatory Statement was submitted for printing in the Congressional Record on De-
cember 17, 2007, prior to House consideration of the Consolidated Appropriations amendment 
and as directed by the House of Representatives in section 3 of H. Res. 869. The Statement ap-
pears in books II and III of the December 17 Congressional Record, with the division I portion 
beginning on page H16381 of book III. 

[CLERK’S NOTE: Reproduced below is the material relating to divi-
sion I contained in the ‘‘Explanatory Statement Submitted by Mr. 
Obey, Chairman of the House Committee on Appropriations, Re-
garding the Consolidated Appropriations Amendment of the House 
of Representatives to the Senate Amendment to H.R. 2764’’.1 

The amendment discussed in the Explanatory Statement was 
agreed to without change by both the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. Therefore, the ‘‘amended bill’’ referred to in the State-
ment is the same as the legislation that has been signed into law. 

Section 4 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act provides that 
this Explanatory Statement ‘‘shall have the same effect with respect 
to the allocation of funds and implementation of divisions A 
through K of this Act as if it were a joint explanatory statement of 
a committee of conference’’.] 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT, DIVISION I 

DIVISION I—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2008 

Following is an explanation of the effect of this division of the 
House amendment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 2764 (here-
after referred to as ‘‘the amended bill’’) relative to the versions of 
the Military Construction and Veterans Affairs and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2008 (H.R. 2642) as passed by the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. References to amounts or lan-
guage proposed by the House of Representatives or the Senate 
refer to amounts and language in the House or Senate passed 
versions of H.R. 2642 or in the accompanying committee reports 
(House Report 110–186 and Senate Report 110–85). 

Matters Addressed by Only One Committee.—The language and 
allocations set forth in House Report 110–186 and Senate Report 
110–85 should be complied with unless specifically addressed to the 
contrary in the amended bill and this explanatory statement. Re-
port language included by the House, which is not changed by the 
report of the Senate or this explanatory statement, and Senate re-
port language, which is not changed by this explanatory statement 
is approved by the Appropriations Committees of both Houses of 
Congress. This explanatory statement, while repeating some report 
language for emphasis, does not intend to negate the language re-
ferred to above unless expressly provided herein. In cases where 
the House or the Senate have directed the submission of a report, 
such report is to be submitted to both Houses of Congress. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:29 Jan 18, 2008 Jkt 039564 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6601 E:\HR\OC\D564I.XXX D564Ism
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1940 

TITLE I 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST 

‘‘Grow the Force’’.—The Appropriations Committees note that the 
President, in the fiscal year 2008 budget submission to Congress, 
did not identify individual projects associated with the Administra-
tion’s $2,820,898,000 ‘‘Grow the Force’’ initiative, instead request-
ing lump sum funding for the initiative. Detailed information on in-
dividual projects was not provided by the Army and Marine Corps 
until weeks after the budget submission. The amended bill provides 
full funding for this initiative, by project, and identifies the ‘‘Grow 
the Force’’ projects in the table at the end of this division of this 
explanatory statement. The Appropriations Committees remind the 
Department that the ‘‘Grow the Force’’ projects for which the Presi-
dent requested lump sum funding are part of the regular military 
construction program and are therefore subject to the same notifi-
cation and reprogramming requirements that apply to all military 
construction appropriations. 

Construction Inflation.—The Appropriations Committees are con-
cerned by the continuing impact of high inflation rates for construc-
tion material prices and labor costs. These high rates have made 
it increasingly difficult for the services and Defense agencies to 
execute their military construction and family housing construction 
programs in a timely manner without scope reductions, project can-
cellations, and reprogramming requests. Given the enormous vol-
ume of construction to be completed over the next five years due 
to BRAC, global rebasing, end-strength increases for the Army and 
Marine Corps, and numerous smaller initiatives, realistic budg-
eting for construction inflation is necessary if the quality of life and 
quality of service for military personnel and their families are to 
be maintained at a high level. The Appropriations Committees are 
dismayed by the failure of the Office of Management and Budget 
and the Department of Defense to incorporate realistic inflation es-
timates in the budget submissions, even though the consequences 
of this failure are predictable. The Appropriations Committees sup-
port and encourage current efforts to more accurately account for 
regional variations in construction inflation; however, the Commit-
tees also believe that such efforts will be of limited value if the 
overall inflation figure used by the Administration to build the 
military construction program is unrealistically low. The Depart-
ment of Defense is directed to report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress on the baseline construction 
inflation rate incorporated in the fiscal year 2009 military construc-
tion and family housing budget request, as well as a justification 
for that rate, no later than seven days following the submission of 
that request to Congress. 

Integrated Construction Plans for the ‘‘Grow the Force,’’ Global 
Basing, and Base Realignment and Closure Initiatives.—The Ap-
propriations Committees remain concerned about the ability of the 
Department of Defense to effectively coordinate and integrate the 
significant construction demands of the ‘‘Grow the Force’’ initiative 
with the equally daunting construction programs associated with 
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the Department’s global rebasing plan and the 2005 Base Realign-
ment and Closure program, particularly within the short timeframe 
allotted for the completion of each of these initiatives. The Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit a separate report to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress by January 31, 2008, 
identifying the installations at which there is any overlap of mili-
tary construction and/or family housing construction among any or 
all of the three initiatives. In addition to a detailed list of the 
projects by installation, the report should include the projected 
timeline for completing each of the identified projects and the pro-
jected timeline for the movement of military personnel associated 
with the initiatives into the affected installations. 

Government Accountability Office (GAO) Review of Global Defense 
Posture Report.—The Appropriations Committees agree that the 
GAO review of the status of the Defense Department’s Global De-
fense Posture should be submitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress no later than April 15, 2008. 

Failure to Comply With Report Deadlines.—The Appropriations 
Committees note the Department of Defense’s failure to comply 
with deadlines for several reports directed by the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. These deadlines have 
passed without the reports being delivered, or even notice from the 
Department as to why it has been unable to meet the deadlines. 
Some of these reports are merely collections of data that are read-
ily available. The Appropriations Committees find this delay unac-
ceptable. These reports are directed to ensure proper congressional 
oversight and to inform congressional decisions on the Depart-
ment’s budget requests. The Department of Defense is directed to 
submit all reports required by House Report 110–186 and Senate 
Report 110–85 that are currently overdue, or an explanation of why 
these reports have not been delivered along with the expected date 
of delivery, no later than seven days after the enactment of this 
Act. The Department and the services are also directed to meet fu-
ture reporting deadlines. If future deadlines are not met, the De-
partment or service shall submit an explanation for the failure to 
deliver and the expected date of delivery no later than seven days 
after the deadline. 

Incrementally Funded Projects.—The Appropriations Committees 
note that the Administration requested several large military con-
struction projects that can be incrementally funded, but were in-
stead submitted as large single-year requests, in accordance with 
a directive from the Office of Management and Budget to the De-
partment of Defense to severely restrict the use of incremental 
funding for military construction. The Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress have previously notified the Ad-
ministration that they reserve the prerogative to provide incre-
mental funding where appropriate, in accordance with authorizing 
legislation. The Appropriations Committees continue to believe that 
military construction projects should be fully funded or separated 
into stand-alone phases when practical. In some cases, however, in-
cremental funding makes fiscal and programmatic sense. The Ap-
propriations Committees have therefore agreed that the following 
projects will be incrementally funded: Fuel Storage Facilities, Point 
Loma, California; Southern Command Headquarters, Miami, Flor-
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ida; Submarine Drive-in Magnetic Silencing Facility, Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii; SOF Operations Facility, Dam Neck Annex, Virginia; Kilo 
Wharf, Naval Base Guam; and Brigade Operations Support Facility 
and Brigade Barracks/Community Facility, Vicenza, Italy. 

Guam Master Plan.—The Appropriations Committees agree that 
the massive construction program planned to expand the presence 
of the U.S. military on Guam presents a major challenge to the De-
partment of Defense, and requires a well-planned execution strat-
egy. However, the Appropriations Committees are concerned that 
the Senate provision requiring the Secretary of Defense to submit 
a master plan for Guam by December 29, 2007, does not give the 
Department adequate time to complete the plan, particularly in 
view of the ongoing environmental assessments being conducted on 
Guam. The Appropriations Committees do not concur with the Sen-
ate position and instead direct the Secretary of Defense to submit 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
no later than September 15, 2008, a report on the Department’s 
planning efforts for Guam. The report should identify in detail the 
size and makeup of the U.S. military forces to be located on Guam, 
the number of dependents expected to accompany those forces, and 
the infrastructure required to support the troops and their families. 
The report should also outline the Department’s plan to accomplish 
the projected level of construction associated with the build-up, 
within the constrained construction capacity of Guam, and the in-
frastructure required to support the anticipated increase in the 
construction workforce. The Department is further directed to pro-
vide an updated funding plan for both the military and family 
housing construction, and the associated Defense education and 
Defense logistics infrastructure needed, and a status report on the 
availability and funding mechanism of the $6.1 billion that the 
Government of Japan has agreed to contribute. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $3,936,583,000 for Military Con-
struction, Army, instead of $4,070,959,000 as proposed by the 
House and $3,928,149,000 as proposed by the Senate. Within this 
amount, the amended bill provides $321,983,000 for study, plan-
ning, design, architect and engineer services, and host nation sup-
port instead of $481,468,000 as proposed by the House and 
$317,149,000 as proposed by the Senate. The amended bill rescinds 
$8,690,000 from funds previously appropriated to this account due 
to bid savings as follows: 

Public Law/Location Project title Amended Bill 

PL 110–5 (FY 2007): 
TX: Fort Hood .............................................................. Combined Arms Collective Training Facility .............. ¥8,690,000 

Total .......................................................... ..................................................................................... ¥8,690,000 

Aviation Maintenance Hangar, Phase I, Fort Rucker, Alabama.— 
Of the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the 
Appropriations Committees direct that $1,513,000 be made avail-
able for the design of this facility. 
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Chapel Center, Fort Campbell, Kentucky.—Of the funds provided 
for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Com-
mittees direct that $450,000 be made available for the design of 
this facility. 

Component Rebuild Shop, Anniston Depot, Alabama.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $800,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Emergency Services Center, Fort Belvoir, Virginia.—Of the funds 
provided for planning and design in this account, the Appropria-
tions Committees direct that $288,000 be made available for the 
design of this facility. 

Medical Parking Garage, Fort Bliss, Texas.—Of the funds pro-
vided for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations 
Committees direct that $1,000,000 be made available for the design 
of this facility. 

Regional Training Institute, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.—Of 
the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Ap-
propriations Committees direct that $500,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Sapper Leader Course General Instruction Building, Fort Leon-
ard Wood, Missouri.—Of the funds provided for planning and de-
sign in this account, the Appropriations Committees direct that 
$360,000 be made available for the design of this facility. 

Training Support Center, Phase I, Fort Eustis, Virginia.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $594,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $2,198,394,000 for Military Con-
struction, Navy and Marine Corps, instead of $2,125,138,000 as 
proposed by the House and $2,168,315,000 as proposed by the Sen-
ate. Within this amount, the amended bill provides $113,017,000 
for study, planning, design, architect and engineer services instead 
of $110,167,000 as proposed by the House and $115,258,000 as pro-
posed by the Senate. 

The amended bill rescinds $10,557,000 from funds previously ap-
propriated to this account due to bid savings and unexecuted con-
struction as follows: 

Public Law/location Project title Amended Bill 

PL 108–132 (FY 2004): 
AL: Barin OLF ............................................................. Clear Zone Land Acquisition ...................................... ¥2,420,000 
NC: Camp Lejeune ...................................................... Consolidated Armories ............................................... ¥3,442,000 

Subtotal, PL 108–132 .............................. ..................................................................................... ¥5,862,000 
PL 108–324 (FY 2005): 
NC: Washington County .............................................. Outlying Landing Field ............................................... ¥2,069,000 

PL 110–5 (FY 2007): 
NC: Washington County .............................................. Outlying Landing Field ............................................... ¥2,626,000 

Total ................................................. ..................................................................................... ¥10,557,000 
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Bachelor Quarters Addition, Naval Station Newport, Rhode Is-
land.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $750,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Dry Dock #3 Waterfront Support Facility, Portsmouth NSY, 
Maine.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,200,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Fitness Center, Naval Station Newport, Rhode Island.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $900,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $1,159,747,000 for Military Con-
struction, Air Force, instead of $927,428,000 as proposed by the 
House and $1,048,518,000 as proposed by the Senate. Within this 
amount, the amended bill provides $43,721,000 for study, planning, 
design, architect and engineer services instead of $51,587,000 as 
proposed by the House and $64,958,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

The amended bill rescinds $10,470,000 from funds previously ap-
propriated to this account due to bid savings as follows: 

Public Law/location Project title Amended Biall 

P.L. 108–324 (FY 2005): 
Greenland: Thule AB ................................................... Dormitory .................................................................... ¥5,319,000 

PL 110–5 (FY 2007): 
VA: Langley AFB ......................................................... DCGS Operations Operations Facility ......................... ¥5,151,000 

Total ................................................. ..................................................................................... ¥10,470,000 

Joint Security Forces Building, Lackland AFB, Texas.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $900,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Logistics Readiness Center, 366th Wing, Mountain Home AFB, 
Idaho.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,593,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Multi-Purpose Education Facility, Little Rock AFB, Arkansas.— 
Of the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the 
Appropriations Committees direct that $882,000 be made available 
for the design of this facility. 

Runway Paving, Dyess AFB, Texas.—Of the funds provided for 
planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Commit-
tees direct that $1,710,000 be made available for the design of this 
facility. 

Security Forces Operations Building, Wright-Patterson AFB, 
Ohio.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $640,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 
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Taxiway, Randolph AFB, Texas.—Of the funds provided for plan-
ning and design in this account, the Appropriations Committees di-
rect that $554,000 be made available for the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $1,609,596,000 for Military Con-
struction, Defense-Wide, instead of $1,806,928,000 as proposed by 
the House and $1,758,755,000 as proposed by the Senate. Within 
this amount, the amended bill provides $155,569,000 for study, 
planning, design, architect and engineer services instead of 
$154,728,000 as proposed by both the House and the Senate. 

The amended bill provides $70,000,000 for the Energy Conserva-
tion Investment Program as proposed by the House, instead of 
$85,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. The amended bill also pro-
vides $5,000,000 for contingency construction, instead of 
$10,000,000 as proposed by both the House and the Senate. 

The amended bill rescinds $10,192,000 from funds previously ap-
propriated to this account as follows: 

Public Law / location Project title Amended Bill 

PL 110–5 (FY 2007) 

Kwajalein Atoll ............................................................ Launch Control Facility Upgrades ............................. ¥7,592,000 
Worldwide: Unspecified ............................................... Contingency Construction .......................................... ¥2,600,000 

Total ................................................. .................................................................................... ¥10,192,000 

Of the funds rescinded from Public Law 110–5, the amended bill 
rescinds $7,592,000 from a Missile Defense Agency (MDA) project 
on Kwajalein Atoll and directs MDA to fund this project using its 
research, development, testing and evaluation construction author-
ity. The amended bill also rescinds $2,600,000 from contingency 
construction in Public Law 110–5. The fiscal year 2007 National 
Defense Authorization Act authorized a project to replace a fuel 
truck loading facility on Wake Island. The Department of Defense 
opted not to execute this project, shifting the funds to the contin-
gency construction sub-account. A cancellation notice for the Wake 
Island project was not submitted until October 16, 2007 even 
though Pacific Air Forces had decided to place the island in care-
taker status in March 2007. The Appropriations Committees re-
mind the Department that timely notification of project cancella-
tions is mandatory in accordance with 10 U.S.C. 2853. 

SOF C–130 Fuel Cell and Corrosion Control Hangars, Cannon 
AFB, New Mexico.—Of the funds provided for planning and design 
in this account, the Appropriations Committees direct that 
$855,000 be made available for the design of this facility. 

SOF CV–22 Simulator Facility, Cannon AFB, New Mexico.—Of 
the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Ap-
propriations Committees direct that $711,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Wilford Hall Medical Center, Ambulatory Care Center, Lackland 
AFB, Texas.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this 
account, the Appropriations Committees direct that $130,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

The amended bill appropriates $536,656,000 for Military Con-
struction, Army National Guard, instead of $439,291,000 as pro-
posed by the House and $478,836,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

Add/Alter Readiness Center, Hamilton, Alabama.—Of the funds 
provided for planning and design in this account, the Appropria-
tions Committees direct that $1,164,000 be made available for the 
design of this facility. 

Armed Forces Reserve Center/Security Forces Facility, Klamath 
Falls, Oregon.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in 
this account, the Appropriations Committees direct that $1,452,000 
be made available for the design of this facility. 

Combined Support Maintenance Facility, Camp Smith, New 
York.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in this ac-
count, the Appropriations Committees direct that $2,727,000 be 
made available for the design of this facility. 

Combined Support Maintenance Shop, Camp Lincoln, Illinois.— 
Of the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the 
Appropriations Committees direct that $666,000 be made available 
for the design of this facility. 

Field Maintenance Shop, Mankato, Minnesota.—Of the funds pro-
vided for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations 
Committees direct that $1,366,000 be made available for the design 
of this facility. 

Joint Forces Headquarters, New Castle County Air National 
Guard Base, Delaware.—Of the funds provided for planning and 
design in this account, the Appropriations Committees direct that 
$1,020,000 be made available for the design of this facility. 

Joint Forces Headquarters and Emergency Operations Center, 
Arden Hills Army Training Site, Minnesota.—Of the funds provided 
for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Com-
mittees direct that $3,536,000 be made available for the design of 
this facility. 

Readiness Center, Cabot, Arkansas.—Of the funds provided for 
planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Commit-
tees direct that $840,000 be made available for the design of this 
facility. 

Readiness Center, Dundalk, Maryland.—Of the funds provided 
for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Com-
mittees direct that $829,000 be made available for the design of 
this facility. 

Readiness Center, Ethan Allen Range, Vermont.—Of the funds 
provided for planning and design in this account, the Appropria-
tions Committees direct that $792,000 be made available for the 
design of this facility. 

Readiness Center, Miles City, Montana.—Of the funds provided 
for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Com-
mittees direct that $906,000 be made available for the design of 
this facility. 

Readiness Center, Tacoma, Washington.—Of the funds provided 
for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Com-
mittees direct that $152,000 be made available for the design of 
this facility. 
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Readiness Center, The Dalles, Oregon.—Of the funds provided for 
planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Commit-
tees direct that $960,000 be made available for the design of this 
facility. 

Readiness Center, Tullahoma, Tennessee.—Of the funds provided 
for planning and design in this account, the Appropriations Com-
mittees direct that $264,000 be made available for the design of 
this facility. 

Readiness Center Rehabilitation, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.—Of 
the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Ap-
propriations Committees direct that $263,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Training Facility, Phase V, Camp Gruber, Oklahoma.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $2,705,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

United States Property and Fiscal Office, North Kingstown, 
Rhode Island.—Of the funds provided for planning and design in 
this account, the Appropriations Committees direct that $810,000 
be made available for the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

The amended bill appropriates $287,537,000 for Military Con-
struction, Air National Guard, instead of $95,517,000 as proposed 
by the House and $228,995,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

Replace Squadron Operations and Relocate Security Perimeter, 
McGhee Tyson Airport, Tennessee.—Of the funds provided for plan-
ning and design in this account, the Appropriations Committees di-
rect that $1,120,000 be made available for the design of this facil-
ity. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE 

The amended bill appropriates $148,133,000 for Military Con-
struction, Army Reserve, instead of $154,684,000 as proposed by 
the House and $138,424,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

Army Reserve Center, Letterkenny Army Depot, Pennsylvania.—Of 
the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Ap-
propriations Committees direct that $675,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

Tactical Training Base, Phase I, Fort Dix, New Jersey.—Of the 
funds provided for planning and design in this account, the Appro-
priations Committees direct that $531,000 be made available for 
the design of this facility. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE 

The amended bill appropriates $64,430,000 for Military Con-
struction, Navy Reserve, instead of $69,150,000 as proposed by the 
House and $59,150,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

Marine Corps Reserve Center, Windy Hill, Georgia.—Of the funds 
provided for planning and design in this account, the Appropria-
tions Committees direct that $310,000 be made available for the 
design of this facility. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:29 Jan 18, 2008 Jkt 039564 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\D564I.XXX D564Ism
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1948 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $28,359,000 for Military Con-
struction, Air Force Reserve, instead of $39,628,000 as proposed by 
the House and $27,559,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

The amended bill rescinds $3,069,000 from funds previously ap-
propriated to this account due to a cancelled project as follows: 

Public Law/location Project title Amended Bill 

PL 109–114 (FY 2006): 

AK: Elmendorf AFB ...................................................... C–17 Convert Hangar for AFRC Group HQ ................ ¥3,069,000 

Total ................................................. .................................................................................... ¥3,069,000 

Joint Deployment Processing Facility, March ARB, California.— 
Of the funds provided for planning and design in this account, the 
Appropriations Committees direct that $972,000 be made available 
for the design of this facility. 

Visiting Quarters, Phase I, Pittsburgh Air Reserve Station, 
Coraopolis, Pennsylvania.—Of the funds provided for planning and 
design in this account, the Appropriations Committees direct that 
$828,000 be made available for the design of this facility. 

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 

SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM 

The amended bill appropriates $201,400,000 for the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization Security Investment Program as proposed 
by both the House and the Senate. 

Missile Defense.—The Appropriations Committees do not agree to 
a Senate provision requiring prior approval from the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress before NATO Secu-
rity Investment Program (NSIP) funds can be obligated for the con-
struction of missile defense facilities in Poland or the Czech Repub-
lic. Instead, the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress shall be notified in writing 21 days in advance of the obli-
gation or expenditure of NSIP funds for missile defense studies, 
planning and design, or other activities related to the construction 
of missile defense facilities in Poland or the Czech Republic. 

FAMILY HOUSING OVERVIEW 

Incorporation of Additional Information Into Semi-Annual Re-
ports on Family Housing Privatization.—The Department of De-
fense is directed to include data on the maintenance of family hous-
ing units and the contributions of housing privatization entities to 
the recapitalization accounts of each ongoing family housing privat-
ization project in each future semi-annual progress report on the 
privatization program. 

Transfer of Funds Between Family Housing Construction and Op-
eration and Maintenance Sub-Accounts.—The services and Defense 
agencies are directed to notify the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress within 30 days of a transfer of funds 
between sub-accounts within the family housing construction and 
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family housing operation and maintenance accounts, if such trans-
fer is in excess of 10 percent of the funds appropriated to the sub- 
account to which the funds are being transferred. Notifications to 
the Committees shall indicate the sub-accounts and amounts that 
are being used to source the transfer. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $424,400,000 for Family Housing 
Construction, Army, instead of $419,400,000 as proposed by both 
the House and the Senate. The amended bill rescinds $4,559,000 
from funds previously appropriated to this account due to cancelled 
or reduced projects as follows: 

Public Law/location Project title Amended Bill 

PL 110–5 (FY 2007): 

AR: Pine Bluff ............................................................. Replacement Construction ......................................... ¥500,000 
AR: Pine Bluff ............................................................. Improvements ............................................................. ¥4,059,000 

Total ................................................. .................................................................................... ¥4,559,000 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY 

The amended bill appropriates $731,920,000 for Family Housing 
Operation and Maintenance, Army, instead of $742,920,000 as pro-
posed by both the House and the Senate. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

The amended bill appropriates $293,129,000 for Family Housing 
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps, instead of $298,329,000 as 
proposed by the House and $288,329,000 as proposed by the Sen-
ate. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY 

AND MARINE CORPS 

The amended bill appropriates $371,404,000 for Family Housing 
Operation and Maintenance, Navy and Marine Corps as proposed 
by both the House and the Senate. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $327,747,000 for Family Housing 
Construction, Air Force, instead of $362,747,000 as proposed by 
both the House and the Senate. 

The amended bill includes a general rescission of $15,000,000 
from funds provided to this account by Public Law 108–132, due to 
savings generated by privatization. 
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FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 

The amended bill appropriates $688,335,000 for Family Housing 
Operation and Maintenance, Air Force as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE 

The amended bill appropriates $48,848,000 for Family Housing 
Operation and Maintenance, Defense-Wide as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND 

The amended bill appropriates $500,000 for the Department of 
Defense Family Housing Improvement Fund as proposed by both 
the House and the Senate. 

CHEMICAL DEMILITARIZATION CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

The amended bill appropriates $104,176,000 for Chemical De-
militarization Construction, Defense-Wide as proposed by the Sen-
ate, instead of $86,176,000 as proposed by the House. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE ACCOUNT 1990 

The amended bill appropriates $295,689,000 for the Department 
of Defense Base Closure Account 1990, instead of $270,689,000 as 
proposed by the House and $320,689,000 as proposed by the Sen-
ate. The amended bill includes an increase of $75,000,000 above 
the budget request, of which $25,000,000 is provided for the Army 
and $50,000,000 is provided for the Navy. The Appropriations Com-
mittees direct the Army and Navy to submit an expenditure plan 
for the additional funds provided no later than 30 days following 
the enactment of this Act. The Committees further direct the serv-
ices to notify the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress 14 days prior to obligating an amount for a site or closure 
package that exceeds or reduces the amount identified for that site 
or closure package in the fiscal year 2008 budget submission (plus 
additional funds as identified by the expenditure plan) by 20 per-
cent or $2,000,000, whichever is less. This direction shall not apply 
to sites or closure packages for which the requested amount is less 
than $5,000,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE ACCOUNT 2005 

The amended bill appropriates $7,235,591,000 for the Depart-
ment of Defense Base Closure Account 2005, instead of 
$8,174,315,000 as proposed by both the House and the Senate. The 
decrease from the request is a general reduction. The funds re-
quested for this account, which are appropriated by lump sum, are 
allocated among 189 BRAC projects earmarked for funding by the 
President for fiscal year 2008. The requested projects and related 
planning and design total $6,419,748,000. Additional funding pro-
vided in this account is for environmental, operations and mainte-
nance, personnel, and related programs associated with the BRAC 
process. A detailed listing of the individual projects earmarked for 
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funding by the President is provided in Senate report 110–85, and 
a list of the President’s earmarks by BRAC closure package is pro-
vided in House report 110–186. 

The Appropriations Committees note that it is the practice of the 
Committees to not add congressional earmarks for BRAC construc-
tion because of the complicated and inter-related nature of the 
BRAC construction program. The Appropriations Committees reaf-
firm this policy, and have included no congressionally directed ear-
marks in the BRAC 2005 account. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

The amended bill includes section 101 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate limiting the use of funds under a cost-plus- 
a-fixed-fee contract. 

The amended bill includes section 102 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing the use of construction funds in 
this title for hire of passenger motor vehicles. 

The amended bill includes section 103 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing the use of construction funds in 
this title for advances to the Federal Highway Administration for 
the construction of access roads. 

The amended bill includes section 104 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting construction of new bases in the 
United States without a specific appropriation. 

The amended bill includes section 105 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate limiting the use of funds for the purchase 
of land or land easements that exceed 100 percent of the value. 

The amended bill includes section 106 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the use of funds, except funds 
appropriated in this title for that purpose, for family housing. 

The amended bill includes section 107 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate limiting the use of minor construction funds 
to transfer or relocate activities. 

The amended bill includes section 108 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the procurement of steel unless 
American producers, fabricators, and manufacturers have been al-
lowed to compete. 

The amended bill includes section 109 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the use of construction and fam-
ily housing funds available to pay real property taxes in any for-
eign nation. 

The amended bill includes section 110 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the use of funds to initiate a new 
installation overseas without prior notification. 

The amended bill includes section 111 as proposed by the House 
establishing a preference for American architectural and engineer-
ing services for overseas projects. The Senate bill included a simi-
lar provision, but exempted countries that have increased their de-
fense spending by at least three percent in calendar year 2005. 

The amended bill includes section 112 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate establishing a preference for American con-
tractors in certain locations. 

The amended bill includes section 113 as proposed by the House 
requiring congressional notification of military exercises where con-

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:29 Jan 18, 2008 Jkt 039564 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\D564I.XXX D564Ism
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1952 

struction costs exceed $100,000. The Senate bill included a similar 
provision, but increased the threshold to $750,000. 

The amended bill includes section 114 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate limiting obligations in the last two months 
of the fiscal year. 

The amended bill includes section 115 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing funds appropriated in prior years 
for new projects authorized during the current session of Congress. 

The amended bill includes section 116 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing the use of lapsed or expired funds 
to pay the cost of supervision for any project being completed with 
lapsed funds. 

The amended bill includes section 117 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing military construction funds to be 
available for five years. 

The amended bill modifies section 118 requiring an annual re-
port on actions taken to encourage other nations to assume a great-
er share of the common defense burden to include a classified re-
port option, if necessary. 

The amended bill includes section 119 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing the transfer of proceeds between 
BRAC accounts. 

The amended bill includes section 120 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing the transfer of funds from Family 
Housing Construction accounts to the Family Housing Improve-
ment Fund. 

The amended bill includes section 121 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate requiring congressional notification prior to 
issuing a solicitation for a contract with the private sector for fam-
ily housing. 

The amended bill includes section 122 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing transfers to the Homeowners As-
sistance Fund. 

The amended bill includes section 123 as proposed by the House 
limiting the source of operation and maintenance funds for flag and 
general officer quarters. The Senate bill included a similar provi-
sion, but also allowed the use of gift funds. 

The amended bill includes section 124 as proposed by the House 
to require the Department of Defense to respond to a question or 
inquiry, in writing, within 21 days of the request. The Senate bill 
contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill includes section 125 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate extending the availability of funds in the 
Ford Island Improvement Fund. 

The amended bill includes section 126 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate placing limitations on the expenditure of 
funds for projects impacted by BRAC 2005. 

The amended bill includes section 127 as proposed by the House 
allowing the transfer of expired funds to the Foreign Currency 
Fluctuation, Construction, Defense account. The Senate bill con-
tained no similar provision. 

The amended bill includes section 128 as proposed by the House 
prohibiting the use of funds for any activity related to the construc-
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tion of an Outlying Landing Field in Washington County, North 
Carolina. The Senate bill contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill does not include a provision as proposed by the 
House (Sec. 121) limiting the obligation of funds for Partnership for 
Peace programs. The Senate bill contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill does not include a provision as proposed by the 
Senate (Sec. 126) related to reprogramming and notification re-
quirements of ‘‘Grow the Force’’ projects. The House bill contained 
no similar provision. The issue is addressed under Department of 
Defense, Items of General Interest. 

TITLE II—DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST 

Veterans Rights and Feedback.—The Appropriations Committees 
are encouraged by the progress the Department has made in pro-
viding veterans with the opportunity to offer feedback and obtain 
assistance through the Internet and the use of toll-free telephone 
numbers. The Appropriations Committees agree there are addi-
tional measures the Department should take to enhance these pro-
grams and to ensure that the Secretary, the Under Secretary for 
Health, the Under Secretary for Benefits, and the Office of Inspec-
tor General are kept informed of the feedback that is provided. The 
amended bill includes sufficient funding to ensure the Department 
is able to provide a clearly marked, direct link that allows veterans 
to seek assistance and provide feedback on the Veterans Affairs 
Internet home page; provide a separate toll-free telephone number 
for the Veterans Health Administration and for the Veterans Bene-
fits Administration that allows a veteran to check on his or her eli-
gibility, seek assistance in obtaining services and/or resolving dif-
ficulties, and provide feedback; and provide the Secretary, the 
Under Secretary for Health, the Under Secretary for Benefits, and 
the Office of Inspector General with a report that informs them of 
the types of issues that are being addressed through these systems 
so that they may more easily identify evolving problems and take 
early corrective action. The Secretary is directed to report to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress by Feb-
ruary 1, 2008, on the actions that have been taken to implement 
this direction. Further, the Under Secretary for Health is directed 
to report to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress by March 3, 2008, on the actions that have been taken 
to ensure that patient advocate contact information, including a 
telephone number, is clearly posted in all clinics, on all inpatient 
wards, and at the entrance of every Veterans Health Administra-
tion facility. 

Services for Women Veterans.—The Appropriations Committees 
agree more can be done by the Department to refine its programs, 
services and outreach efforts in order to inform women veterans of 
their eligibility status and improve their access to services. While 
the amended bill does not retain the provision proposed by the 
House under General Operating Expenses, the amended bill in-
cludes sufficient funds for the operation of both the Advisory Com-
mittee on Women Veterans and the Center for Women Veterans. 
Additionally, the Appropriations Committees direct the Depart-
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ment to report to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses 
of Congress by February 1, 2008, on the actions that have been 
taken to implement the recommendations of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Women Veterans 2006 Report. The Appropriations Com-
mittees further direct the Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
to report to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress by September 1, 2008, an assessment of the adequacy of 
mental health services provided by the Departments of Veterans 
Affairs to women veterans. 

Reprogrammings.—The Appropriations Committees would like to 
emphasize that reprogrammings permitted by this Act are to be 
transmitted to Congress in a timely manner. 

Quarterly Financial Report.—The quarterly financial report re-
quired by this Act shall contain, at a minimum, both the planned 
and actual expenditure rates, unobligated balances, potential finan-
cial shortfalls, any transfers between major accounts (medical serv-
ices, medical administration, and medical facilities), and status of 
any equipment or non-recurring maintenance funds—including 
whether they have been used to pay for operating expenses. In ad-
dition, the service portion of the report will contain, at a minimum, 
the time required for new patients to get their first appointment, 
the time required for established patients to get their next appoint-
ment, and the number of unique veterans and patients being 
served. Each report should address data for the system total and 
for each VISN. Further, the Appropriations Committees direct that 
the Department include progress reports on the revision of the 
International Classification of Diseases-9th Revision (ICD-9) codes 
with respect to Traumatic Brain Injury. 

Contracting Out.—The Appropriations Committees note that the 
competition requirement provided in this Act already applies to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. For any function performed by 
more than ten employees, the Department, like other agencies cov-
ered by this competition requirement, must conduct a public-pri-
vate competition, involving both a Most Efficient Organization plan 
and a Minimum Cost Differential, before that function can be con-
verted to contractor performance. Unless specifically excluded, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs would be held to any successor 
public-private competition requirements included in legislation, as 
well as 38 U.S.C. 8110(a)(5). 

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $41,236,322,000 for Compensation 
and Pensions as proposed by both the House and the Senate. Of 
the amount provided, not more than $28,583,000 is to be trans-
ferred to General Operating Expenses and Medical Administration 
for reimbursement of necessary expenses in implementing provi-
sions of title 38. 
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READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 

The amended bill appropriates $3,300,289,000 for Readjustment 
Benefits as proposed by both the House and the Senate. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 

The amended bill appropriates $41,250,000 for Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities as proposed by both the House and the Sen-
ate. 

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The amended bill appropriates such sums as may be necessary 
for costs associated with direct and guaranteed loans for the Vet-
erans Housing Benefit Program Fund Program Account as pro-
posed by both the House and the Senate. The amended bill limits 
obligations for direct loans to not more than $500,000 and provides 
that $154,562,000 shall be available for administrative expenses. 
The amended bill does not include a transfer provision as proposed 
by the House. 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $71,000 for the cost of direct loans 
from the Vocational Rehabilitation Loans Program Account as pro-
posed by both the House and the Senate, plus $311,000 to be trans-
ferred to and merged with General Operating Expenses. The 
amended bill provides for a direct loan limitation of $3,287,000 as 
proposed by both the House and the Senate. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The amended bill appropriates $628,000 for administrative ex-
penses of the Native American Veteran Housing Loan Program Ac-
count as proposed by both the House and the Senate. The amended 
bill does not include a transfer provision or loan limitation as pro-
posed by the House. 

GUARANTEED TRANSITIONAL HOUSING LOANS FOR HOMELESS 
VETERANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The amended bill provides up to $750,000 of the funds available 
in General Operating Expenses and Medical Administration to 
carry out the Guaranteed Transitional Housing Loans for Homeless 
Veterans Program Account as proposed by both the House and the 
Senate. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

Health Care Sharing Incentive Fund.—The amended bill includes 
language to allow a minimum of $15,000,000, to be transferred to 
the Health Care Sharing Incentive Fund to facilitate collaboration 
between the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs. The Ap-
propriations Committees agree the most important area for collabo-
ration and investment between these departments is to ensure a 
seamless transition for our veterans. While the Appropriations 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:29 Jan 18, 2008 Jkt 039564 PO 00000 Frm 00047 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6602 E:\HR\OC\D564I.XXX D564Ism
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1956 

Committees do not intend to preclude the use of this fund for any 
joint project, the Committees strongly urge that priority for funding 
be given to the implementation of recommendations of the Report 
on the President’s Commission on Care for America’s Returning 
Wounded Warriors, July 2007. The Appropriations Committees fur-
ther urge the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs to seek 
every opportunity to partner to improve the continuity of care for 
our veterans through joint clinics; joint Centers of Excellence for 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Traumatic Brain In-
jury (TBI); joint research and/or treatment; and the development of 
joint clinical practice guidelines for polytrauma injury, traumatic 
brain injury (to include diagnostics), blast injury, mental health/ 
PTSD, burn, and amputee patients based on evidence based medi-
cine. 

Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI).—Current data make it difficult 
for the Department to provide budget information on TBI as a Se-
lect Program. The Appropriations Committees are encouraged to 
learn the Department is working with the National Center for 
Health Statistics and the Department of Defense to refine current 
International Classification of Diseases-9th Revision (ICD-9) codes 
to better reflect the TBI patient population within the Departments 
of Defense and Veterans Affairs. The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs is directed to include an update of progress on the revision of 
the ICD-9 codes for TBI within the quarterly reports provided to 
Congress during fiscal year 2008. The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs is also directed to include TBI as a Select Program within the 
Medical Services account in the fiscal year 2009 budget submission 
and all future budget submissions thereafter. 

Level I Polytrauma Centers and Centers of Excellence on Mental 
Health and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).—The Appro-
priations Committees agree that every effort must be made to en-
sure that the Level I polytrauma centers and the Centers of Excel-
lence on Mental Health and PTSD are resourced to provide the 
very best in medical care to our veterans who have suffered mul-
tiple trauma injuries or require mental health services. The amend-
ed bill has increased funding within the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration accounts to ensure that the current Level I polytrauma cen-
ters and the Centers of Excellence on Mental Health and PTSD 
will be fully staffed and operational in fiscal year 2008. 

Credentialing and Privileging in Rural Health Care Facilities. 
The Appropriations Committees are concerned about potential 
quality of care issues that may exist in rural VA medical facilities, 
including the qualifications of medical professionals. The Appro-
priations Committees direct the Government Accountability Office 
to assess the standards that are being followed in rural VA hos-
pitals, including the consistency with which VA standards are 
being applied across urban and rural facilities. 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill appropriates $29,104,220,000 for Medical Serv-
ices, instead of $29,031,400,000 as proposed by the House and 
$28,979,220,000 as proposed by the Senate. Additionally, the Sen-
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ate had proposed an additional $125,000,000 in section 230 of the 
administrative provisions. 

Of the amount provided, $1,350,000,000 is available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2009 as proposed by the Senate, instead 
of $1,100,000,000 as proposed by the House. The Appropriations 
Committees also agree that the Department shall spend not less 
than $2,900,000,000 for specialty mental health services as pro-
posed by the House and not less than $130,000,000 for the home-
less grants and per diem program. 

The amended bill includes a net increase of $1,936,549,000 above 
the budget request in order to address shortfalls anticipated in the 
Department’s projection of health care demand and to address the 
Department’s failure to adjust the beneficiary travel reimburse-
ment rate despite consistently rising gasoline prices. The funding 
provided includes a 5.5 percent increase for workload and a 4.45 
percent increase for inflation which the Appropriations Committees 
believe is necessary to ensure that sufficient funding is available 
to maintain services at their current level. The amended bill also 
includes an additional $125,000,000 to increase the beneficiary 
travel reimbursement mileage rate to 28.5 cents per mile; an addi-
tional $70,000,000 for substance abuse services; an additional 
$12,500,000 for expanded outpatient services for the blind; an addi-
tional $15,000,000 for Vet Centers; and provides sufficient funding 
to allow for additional personnel for the HUD-Veterans Affairs 
Supportive Housing Program to address any increase in the num-
ber of vouchers offered and directs the Department to increase the 
number of case workers as necessary to accommodate the increase 
in vouchers. 

Mental Health and Substance Abuse.—The Appropriations Com-
mittees are concerned mental health and substance abuse services 
were not sufficiently addressed within the fiscal year 2008 budget 
submission which includes a reduction in the number of inpatient 
beds for psychiatric care and an anticipated increase of less than 
one percent for substance abuse services. The Appropriations Com-
mittees believe these projections are unrealistic and have increased 
funding within the Medical Services account in order to increase 
access to substance abuse services; ensure that adequate inpatient 
psychiatric care is maintained; and to allow the Department to pur-
sue all opportunities to improve access to mental health services 
for all veterans. To this end, the Department is directed to re-ex-
amine the policy for a reduction in psychiatric inpatient care, tak-
ing into account the needs of returning Operation Enduring Free-
dom and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OEF/OIF) veterans and the rec-
ommendations of OIG Report: Implementing VHA’s Mental Health 
Strategic Plan Initiatives for Suicide Prevention, May 10, 2007, 
and is further directed to report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress by February 29, 2008, the findings 
of this review and what additional resources have been utilized to 
ensure that adequate inpatient care is available. Further, the Ap-
propriations Committees direct the Department not to reduce the 
number of inpatient psychiatric beds at any facility that currently 
has a waiting list. Additionally, the Department is directed to re-
port to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress by February 1, 2008, on its plan to better utilize all opportu-
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nities to improve access to mental health services for all veterans. 
This report should include, but not be limited to, the Department’s 
plan to better utilize the services of the Community Mental Health 
Centers; implementation of peer training programs; additional fee- 
basis access to local mental health providers; mobile Vet Centers; 
and the development of Internet based services like the Network 
of Care for Mental Health recommended in the President’s New 
Freedom Commission on Mental Health. 

HIV/AIDS Among Veterans.—The Appropriations Committees 
concur with the Senate’s recommendations on the VA health care 
system’s HIV testing policy guidelines and direct the Department 
to submit a progress report to the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress by January 30, 2008. 

Access to Medical Care in Remote Rural Areas.—The Appropria-
tions Committees direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to report 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
not later than six months after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, a description of: the unique challenges and costs faced by vet-
erans in remote rural areas of contiguous and non-contiguous 
States when obtaining medical services from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and the need to improve access to locally adminis-
tered care for veterans who reside in remote rural areas. The re-
port should also identify the need to fund alternative sources of 
medical services in areas where facilities of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs are not accessible to veterans without leaving such 
areas; and in cases in which receipt of medical services by a vet-
eran in a facility of the Department requires transportation of such 
veteran by air due to geographic and infrastructural constraints. 
The report should also contain an assessment of the potential for 
increasing local access to medical services for veterans in remote 
rural areas of contiguous and non-contiguous States through stra-
tegic partnerships with other government and local private health 
care providers. 

MEDICAL ADMINISTRATION 

The amended bill appropriates $3,517,000,000 for Medical Ad-
ministration, instead of $3,510,600,000 as proposed by the House 
and $3,642,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

Office of Rural Health.—The Appropriations Committees agree 
the Office of Rural Health is vital to ensuring that equal access to 
health care is provided to all of our returning Reserve and National 
Guard veterans. While the amended bill does not earmark a spe-
cific amount for the office, the Appropriations Committees have 
provided sufficient funding within Medical Administration to en-
sure a robust Office of Rural Health. The Appropriations Commit-
tees strongly encourage the Department to make full use of this of-
fice and direct the Secretary to submit a report to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress on the actions that 
have been taken to improve access to health in rural areas by Feb-
ruary 1, 2008. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 

The amended bill appropriates $4,100,000,000 for Medical Facili-
ties as proposed by the House, instead of $4,092,000,000 as pro-
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posed by the Senate. The amended bill also includes language al-
lowing $350,000,000 of the funds to be available until September 
30, 2009, as proposed by the Senate, instead of $250,000,000 as 
proposed by the House. The amended bill further specifies that 
$325,000,000 for non-recurring maintenance shall be allocated in a 
manner not subject to the Veterans Equitable Resource Allocation 
model, instead of $300,000,000 as proposed by the House and 
$350,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. The Appropriations Com-
mittees are in agreement that the funding provided above the 
budget request shall be used to address both facility condition as-
sessment deficiencies and other essential requirements. 

Non-Recurring Maintenance.—The Appropriations Committees 
remain concerned that the Department is not adequately address-
ing specific issues regarding obligation of non-recurring mainte-
nance (NRM) funds raised in a May 16, 2007, GAO report. The Ap-
propriations Committees fully expect that by fiscal year 2009 the 
Department will be obligating not more than twenty percent of its 
annual allocation of NRM funds in the last two months of the fiscal 
year. By May 16, 2008, the Department shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a report out-
lining these management objectives and a business plan to reach 
that goal. 

Community Based Outpatient Clinics.—The Appropriations Com-
mittees direct the Department to provide the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress with a report on the actual 
number of Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOC) opened in 
fiscal year 2007 and the planned CBOC activations in fiscal year 
2008. In addition, the Appropriations Committees further direct 
the Department to examine the need for, and report on the feasi-
bility of and/or plans for clinics in the following locations: El 
Centro, California; rural Colorado; Brandon, Florida; Statesboro, 
Georgia; Belleville, Illinois; Moline, Illinois; Whiteside County, Illi-
nois; Plymouth, Massachusetts; Dover-Foxcroft, Maine; Houlton, 
Maine; Lewiston-Auburn, Maine; Plattsburg, New York; Riverhead, 
New York; Southeastern Pennsylvania; Port Angeles, Washington; 
Wenatchee, Washington; Green Bay, Wisconsin; and Lynchburg, 
Virginia. 

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH 

The amended bill appropriates $480,000,000 for Medical and 
Prosthetic Research as proposed by the House, instead of 
$500,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 

The amended bill appropriates $195,000,000 for the National 
Cemetery Administration, instead of $170,000,000 as proposed by 
the House and $217,709,000 as proposed by the Senate. Of the 
amount provided, $20,000,000 is available until September 30, 
2009, instead of $7,800,000 as proposed by the House and 
$25,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. The amount provided in-
cludes $900,000 from the Information Technology Systems account 
which was erroneously transferred during the recent reorganization 
of information technology programs. 
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The Appropriations Committees have provided $28,191,000 in ad-
ditional funding for the National Cemetery Administration to cor-
rect gravesite deficiencies at VA’s national cemeteries, including 
those identified in the 2002 Millennium Act report to Con-
gress.These repairs include gravesite renovation projects to replace 
turf, repair sunken graves, and raise, realign and clean headstones. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES 

The amended bill appropriates $1,605,000,000 for General Oper-
ating Expenses, instead of $1,598,500,000 as proposed by the 
House and $1,612,031,000 as proposed by the Senate. The amended 
bill provides not less than $1,327,001,000 for the Veterans Benefits 
Administration, instead of $1,324,957,000 as proposed by the 
House and $1,329,044,000 as proposed by the Senate. Of the 
amount provided, $75,000,000 is available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2009, as proposed by both the House and the Senate. 

The amended bill also provides for a limitation on the purchase 
of passenger motor vehicles for use in operation by the Veterans 
Benefits Administration in Manila, Philippines. 

The amended bill does not include language as proposed by the 
House, which would have provided $2,000,000 for the Advisory 
Committee on Women Veterans. This issue is addressed in the De-
partmental overview section of this explanatory statement. 

Funding Increases.—The Appropriations Committees agree to 
provide an increase of $133,163,000 for General Operating Ex-
penses when compared to the President’s budget request. The Ap-
propriations Committees agree to provide $124,219,000 for the hir-
ing of additional claims processors. Based upon data provided by 
the Department to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress in response to reporting requirements included 
in the report accompanying Public Law 110–28, the cost per new 
hire will enable the Department to hire more than 1,800 new 
claims processors with the funding provided. In addition, the Ap-
propriations Committees have provided $2,000,000 for the leasing 
of office space to house these new employees. As the Department 
experiences an increase in the number of claims being filed, as well 
as an increase in the number of appeals, both the Board of Vet-
erans Appeals and the Office of General Counsel will require addi-
tional personnel to handle these appeals. Therefore, the Appropria-
tions Committees have provided an increase of $3,724,000 for the 
Board of Veterans Appeals and $3,220,000 for the Office of General 
Counsel. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 

The amended bill appropriates $1,966,465,000 for Information 
Technology Systems, instead of $1,859,217,000 as proposed by the 
House and $1,898,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. The amended 
bill directs the Department to submit an expenditure plan to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress within 
30 days of enactment as proposed by the House, instead of 60 days 
of enactment as proposed by the Senate. 
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The amount provided includes a reduction of $1,100,000 which 
has been transferred to the Office of Inspector General. The Appro-
priations Committees have included an increase of $39,683,000 for 
computers and other information technology needs associated with 
the increase in claims processors for the Veterans Benefits Admin-
istration and for increased staff in other offices related to claims 
processing. Additionally, the Appropriations Committees agree to 
provide $8,000,000 for an insurance card buffer system and 
$8,000,000 for the Veterans Health Administration Chief Logistics 
Office information technology support. Both of these program short-
falls were identified by the Department subsequent to completion 
of the House and Senate action on their respective appropriations 
bills. The Appropriations Committees have also included 
$10,200,000 for the information technology costs associated with 
activation of new community based outpatient clinics, an expense 
that was underfunded in the budget submission. 

On September 6, 2007, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs in-
formed the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of his intention to reorganize the information technology de-
velopment functions within the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
The budget request for Information Technology Systems included a 
consolidation of all payroll-associated costs for operations and 
maintenance under the Information Technology account. The 
amended bill reflects this consolidation; however, the Appropria-
tions Committees direct the VA to track payroll and non-pay costs 
separately in future budget submissions. In addition, to further the 
Department’s consolidation objective, the Appropriations Commit-
tees have agreed to include an increase of $42,465,000 to preclude 
the need to transfer funds from the General Operating Expenses, 
Medical Services, Medical Facilities, and Medical and Prosthetic 
Research accounts. 

The Appropriations Committees are in agreement that the De-
partment should take all steps necessary to ensure that the entire 
information technology reorganization has no negative impact on 
providing vital services to veterans, nor should it impede the abil-
ity of health care providers and researchers in carrying out their 
duties. 

Electronic Medical Record.—The Appropriations Committees di-
rect the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs to issue a 
joint report to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress (subcommittees on Defense and Military Construction/ 
Veterans Affairs) by April 1, 2008, detailing the actions being 
taken by each Department to achieve an interoperable electronic 
medical record (EMR) system. The report should include, but not 
be limited to, a detailed spending plan for the use of funding pro-
vided in the Joint Incentive Fund as well as identify all other ongo-
ing and planned projects and programs within each Department 
addressing interoperability, including funding provided. The report 
should clearly identify the Departments’ goals for interoperability 
and how these projects and programs will address those goals. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The amended bill appropriates $80,500,000 for the Office of In-
spector General, instead of $76,500,000 as proposed by the House 
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and $88,700,000 as proposed by the Senate. Of the amount pro-
vided, $5,000,000 is available for obligation until September 30, 
2009, instead of $3,630,000 as proposed by both the House and the 
Senate. 

The amended bill includes an additional $7,901,000 above the 
budget request for the Office of Inspector General. The additional 
funding includes $1,100,000 for information technology systems 
unique to the Office of Inspector General, as well as additional 
funding for new positions so that the Inspector General can expand 
and improve its independent oversight in critical areas, including 
transitional health care for veterans returning from the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and Department of Veterans Affairs informa-
tion technology programs. 

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 

The amended bill appropriates $1,069,100,000 for Construction, 
Major Projects, instead of $1,410,800,000 as proposed by the House 
and $727,400,000 as proposed by the Senate. The amended bill in-
cludes a provision proposed by the House which places a limitation 
on the use of funds related to 18 facilities on the Capital Asset Re-
alignment for Enhanced Services list requiring further study. The 
Senate bill contained no similar provision. 

The Appropriations Committees are aware that the Department’s 
budget request of $40,285,000 for the Advanced Planning Fund will 
not be sufficient to address projects on Department’s 5-Year Cap-
ital Plan for fiscal years 2009 through 2012. Therefore, the Appro-
priations Committees have included an additional $9,200,000 in 
funding to begin the preliminary planning process to address iden-
tified construction needs. 

Additionally, the Appropriations Committees agree to provide 
$322,500,000 for allocation to previously appropriated major con-
struction projects, including necessary cost adjustments. The De-
partment is directed to provide the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress with a detailed list of how these funds 
will be allocated, within 60 days of enactment of this Act. 

New Orleans Veterans Medical Center.—The Appropriations 
Committees direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to report to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress not later 
than October 1 and April 1 of each year, on the current status of 
the reconstruction of the Department of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. Each report shall include the 
status of any ongoing environmental assessments, the status of any 
current construction, and an assessment of the adequacy of funding 
necessary to complete the reconstruction. If reconstruction of the 
Medical Center is subject to any major delay, the report shall in-
clude a description of each such delay, an explanation for each such 
delay, and a description of actions being taken or planned to ad-
dress the delay. Additionally, within 60 days of enactment of this 
Act, the Department shall report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress as to whether the New Orleans 
Medical Center should be designated as a Level I polytrauma reha-
bilitation center or a polytrauma network site. 

The amended bill funds the following items ($000): 
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Veterans Health Administration: 
Pittsburgh, PA ................................................................................ $40,000 
Denver, CO ...................................................................................... 61,300 
Orlando, FL ..................................................................................... 35,000 
Las Vegas, NV ................................................................................ 341,400 
Syracuse, NY ................................................................................... 23,800 
Lee County, FL ............................................................................... 9,890 
Advance Planning Fund ................................................................. 49,485 
Asbestos Abatement ....................................................................... 3,000 
BRAC Land Acquisition ................................................................. 5,000 
Claims Analyses ............................................................................. 2,000 
Facility Security ............................................................................. 21,325 
Hazardous Waste Abatement ........................................................ 2,000 
Judgment Fund .............................................................................. 30,000 
Previously appropriated projects/cost adjustments ..................... 322,500 
Reprogram prior years funds ......................................................... ¥45,000 

Total Veterans Health Admin. ............................................... 901,700 
National Cemetery Administration: 

Columbia/Greenville, SC area ....................................................... $19,200 
Sarasota, FL area ........................................................................... 27,800 
Jacksonville, FL area ..................................................................... 22,400 
Southeastern PA ............................................................................. 29,600 
Birmingham, AL area .................................................................... 18,500 
Bakersfield, CA area ...................................................................... 19,500 
Ft. Sam Houston, TX ...................................................................... 29,400 
Advance Planning Fund ................................................................. 1,000 

Total, National Cemetery Admin. .......................................... 167,400 

Total, Major Construction ............................................... 1,069,100 

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS 

The amended bill appropriates $630,535,000 for Construction, 
Minor Projects, instead of $615,000,000 as proposed by the House 
and $751,398,000 as proposed by the Senate. The amended bill 
does not include a provision as proposed by the House, which 
would have established reprogramming procedures for this account. 
Of the amount provided, the Appropriations Committees agree that 
not less than $75,000,000 shall be used for gravesite expansion and 
infrastructure improvements for the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration and not less than $8,000,000 shall be for minor construction 
for the Veterans Benefits Administration. In addition, the Appro-
priations Committees agree that the Department should begin an 
effort to modernize and upgrade research facilities. The Appropria-
tions Committees are in agreement that the Department shall sub-
mit an expenditure plan to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress which specifies how the Department in-
tends to execute the funding provided by this amended bill. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES 

The amended bill appropriates $165,000,000 for Grants for Con-
struction of State Extended Care Facilities as proposed by the 
House, instead of $250,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE VETERANS CEMETERIES 

The amended bill appropriates $39,500,000 for Grants for Con-
struction of State Veterans Cemeteries, instead of $37,000,000 as 
proposed by the House and $100,000,000 as proposed by the Sen-
ate. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The amended bill includes section 201 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing for transfers among various manda-
tory accounts. This provision is not extended beyond this Act as 
proposed by the Senate. 

The amended bill includes section 202 as proposed by the Senate 
allowing for the transfer of funds among the three medical ac-
counts for the purpose of perfecting the restructuring of the Vet-
erans Health Administration accounts. The House bill contained no 
similar provision. 

The amended bill includes section 203 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing for the use of salaries and expenses 
funds to be used for other authorized purposes. 

The amended bill includes section 204 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate restricting the use of funds for the acquisi-
tion of land. 

The amended bill includes section 205 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate limiting the use of funds in the Medical 
Services account to only entitled beneficiaries or unless reimburse-
ment is made to the Department. 

The amended bill includes section 206 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing for the use of certain mandatory 
appropriations accounts for payment of prior year accrued obliga-
tions for those accounts. 

The amended bill includes section 207 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing for the use of appropriations avail-
able in this title to pay prior year obligations. 

The amended bill includes section 208 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing funds for the administration of the 
National Service Life Insurance Fund, the Veterans’ Special Life 
Insurance Fund, and the United States Government Life Insurance 
Fund. 

The amended bill includes section 209 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing for the proceeds from enhanced-use 
leases to be obligated in the year in which the proceeds are re-
ceived. 

The amended bill includes section 210 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing for the use of funds in this title for 
salaries and other administrative expenses to be used to reimburse 
the Office of Resolution Management and the Office of Employment 
Discrimination Complaint Adjudication. 

The amended bill includes section 211 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate limiting the use of funds for any lease with 
an estimated annual rental of more than $300,000 unless approved 
by the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. 

The amended bill includes section 212 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate requiring the Secretary of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to collect third-party payer information for per-
sons treated for non-service connected disability. 

The amended bill includes section 213 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing for the use of enhanced-use leasing 
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revenues for Construction, Major Projects and Construction, Minor 
Projects. 

The amended bill includes section 214 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing for the use of Medical Services 
funds to be used for recreational facilities and funeral expenses. 

The amended bill includes section 215 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate allowing for funds deposited into the Medical 
Care Collections Fund to be transferred to the Medical Services ac-
count. 

The amended bill includes section 216 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate which allows Alaskan veterans to use med-
ical facilities of the Indian Health Service or tribal organizations at 
no additional cost to the Department of Veterans Affairs or the In-
dian Health Service. 

The amended bill includes section 217 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate providing for the transfer of funds from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Capital Asset Fund to the Con-
struction, Major Projects and Construction, Minor Projects accounts 
and makes those funds available until expended. 

The amended bill includes section 218 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the expenditure of funds to re-
place the current system by which VISNs select and contract for di-
abetes monitoring supplies and equipment. 

The amended bill includes section 219 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the use of funds on any policy 
prohibiting the use of outreach or marketing to enroll new vet-
erans. 

The amended bill includes section 220 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate requiring the Secretary to submit quarterly 
reports on the financial status and service level status of the Vet-
erans Health Administration. The amended bill does not include 
additional reporting requirements as proposed by the House. 

The amended bill includes section 221 as proposed by the Senate 
allowing for the transfer of funds from various accounts to the In-
formation Technology Systems account to complete the restruc-
turing of this appropriations account. The House bill contained no 
similar provision. 

The amended bill includes section 222 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate providing for transfer of funds among 
projects within the Information Technology Systems account. 

The amended bill includes section 223 as proposed by the House 
allowing for the transfer of any prior year balances and/or credits 
in the Reinstated Entitlement Program for Survivors account to the 
Compensation and Pensions account. 

The amended bill includes section 224 as proposed by the Senate 
prohibiting the disposal of the land at the West Los Angeles Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center. The House bill contained no similar 
provision. 

The amended bill includes section 225 as proposed by the Senate 
maintaining funding for Gulf War Illness Research at levels not 
less than those made available in fiscal year 2007. The House bill 
contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill includes section 226 as proposed by the Senate 
directing the Office of Inspector General (OIG) to establish and 
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maintain on the OIG Internet homepage a mechanism to allow for 
the anonymous reporting of fraud, waste and abuse. The House bill 
contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill includes a modified section 227 as proposed by 
the Senate authorizing the transfer of not more than $5,000,000 to 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services for a Graduate Psy-
chology Education Program which directly benefits veterans. The 
House bill contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill includes section 228 as proposed by the Senate 
prohibiting any funds to be used to contract out any function per-
formed by more than ten employees without a fair competition 
process. The House bill contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill includes section 229 as proposed by the Senate 
authorizing the lease of a major medical facility. The House bill 
contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill includes section 230 rescinding funding from 
the Medical Services account in Public Law 110–28 and re-appro-
priating the funding to Construction, Major Projects to enable the 
Department to move forward with direction included in the emer-
gency supplemental conference report. 

The amended bill includes section 231 extending the effective 
date of section 1710 of title 38, United States Code which allows 
for the collection of co-payments for certain services. 

The amended bill includes section 232 extending the effective 
date of section 1729 of title 38, United States Code which provides 
for third-party collections. 

The amended bill includes section 233 allowing funds previously 
appropriated for hurricane cleanup to be used for replacing doors 
and windows and roof repairs on buildings at the Veterans Affairs 
hospital site in Gulfport, Mississippi. 

The amended bill includes section 234 maintaining the State Ap-
proving Agencies funding at the fiscal year 2007 level. 

The amended bill does not include a provision proposed by the 
Senate (section 221) which would have allowed for the transfer of 
funds from the General Operating Expenses, National Cemetery 
Administration, and Office of Inspector General accounts to the 
Medical Services account. 

The amended bill does not include a provision proposed by the 
House (section 222) which would have required the Department to 
notify and receive Congressional approval prior to transferring 
funds in excess of $1,000,000 between minor construction projects. 

The amended bill does not include a provision proposed by the 
Senate (section 224) which would have provided additional direc-
tion on the obligation of non-recurring maintenance. This issue is 
instead addressed under Medical Facilities. 

The amended bill includes section 235 designating 
$3,691,391,000 as contingent emergency funding, available for obli-
gation only after submission to the Congress of a formal budget re-
quest by the President. 

The amended bill does not include a provision proposed by the 
Senate (section 229) which would have required a report on the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana. This issue is instead addressed under Construction, Major 
Projects. 
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The amended bill does not include a provision proposed by the 
Senate (section 230) which would have increased the Medical Serv-
ices account by $125,000,000 and reduced the Medical Administra-
tion account by $125,000,000 for the Veterans Beneficiary Travel 
program. This issue is addressed under Medical Services. 

The amended bill does not include a provision proposed by the 
Senate (section 231) which would have required a report on access 
to medical services for veterans in rural areas. The issue is instead 
addressed under Medical Services. 

The amended bill does not include a provision proposed by the 
Senate (section 232) which would have prohibited rounding down 
the dollar amounts to the next whole dollar for benefit payments. 

The amended bill does not include a provision proposed by the 
Senate (section 234) which would have named a clinic in Alpena, 
Michigan. 

TITLE III—RELATED AGENCIES 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The amended bill appropriates $44,600,000 for Salaries and Ex-
penses, instead of $43,470,000 as proposed by the House and 
$45,600,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

The Appropriations Committees agree that the increase above 
the budget request shall be used for capital improvements and in-
frastructure modernization. The Appropriations Committees agree 
with the direction of the Senate that the Commission submit a re-
port to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress by February 29, 2008, detailing funding required to correct 
maintenance and infrastructure deficiencies at all cemeteries and 
memorials for which the Commission is responsible. 

In fiscal year 2006, the Commission contracted for a study on 
ground erosion surrounding the World War II Pointe du Hoc Rang-
er Monument in France. The Appropriations Committees direct the 
Commission to submit a report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress outlining the conclusions of the 
ground erosion study and the steps the Commission will take to im-
plement any study recommendations. 

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT 

The amended bill appropriates $11,000,000 for the Foreign Cur-
rency Fluctuations Account as proposed by both the House and the 
Senate. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The amended bill appropriates $22,717,000 for the Salaries and 
Expenses account, instead of $21,397,000 as proposed by the House 
and $24,217,000 as proposed by the Senate. The amount provided 
includes $1,210,000 for the pro bono program, instead of $1,300,000 
as proposed by the House and $1,120,000 as proposed by the Sen-
ate. 
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The Appropriations Committees have agreed to provide addi-
tional resources for the Court in recognition of the probability that 
the Court’s workload will increase as the Department of Veterans 
Affairs experiences a significant increase in disability claims being 
processed. The increase in funding will provide the Court with suf-
ficient resources to hire two additional magistrate judges, three 
staff attorneys and clerical staff. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 

CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The amended bill appropriates $31,230,000 for Salaries and Ex-
penses, instead of $30,592,000 as proposed by the House and 
$31,865,000 as proposed by the Senate. The amended bill includes 
a provision as proposed by the Senate which will allow funds to be 
provided to Arlington County, Virginia for expenses related to the 
relocation of the federally owned water main at Arlington National 
Cemetery. The House bill contained no similar provision. 

The Appropriations Committees agree that the increase of 
$4,338,000 above the budget request shall be used for the realign-
ment of government-issued headstones, the construction of a heavy 
equipment storage facility, and costs not included in the budget re-
quest associated with the relocation of utilities at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. 

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 

TRUST FUNDS 

The amended bill appropriates $55,724,000 for the Armed Forces 
Retirement Home (AFRH) as proposed by both the House and the 
Senate. 

The Appropriations Committees maintain an interest in how the 
principles of the Green House approach can be incorporated into 
the new AFRH Gulfport campus while meeting construction mile-
stones, fully restoring services and providing pre-Katrina number 
of resident spaces. The Appropriations Committees direct the 
AFRH to submit a report to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress no later than March 1, 2008, detailing the 
planned on-site services and how the agency could implement the 
principles of the Green House approach on the Gulfport campus. 

GENERAL FUND PAYMENT 

The amended bill appropriates $800,000 as a General Fund Pay-
ment to the Armed Forces Retirement Home as proposed by the 
House, instead of $5,900,000 as proposed by the Senate. The fund-
ing is to be used for a study of funding sources for the Trust Fund 
to determine the long-term viability of the Trust Fund and the po-
tential need for a recurring General Fund Payment to the Trust 
Fund. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 

The amended bill does not include an administrative provision as 
proposed by the Senate (Sec. 301) which would have prohibited the 
American Battle Monuments Commission from making a payment 
to the Capital Security Cost Sharing program. 

TITLE IV—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

The amended bill includes section 401 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the obligation of funds in the Act 
beyond the current fiscal year unless expressly so provided. 

The amended bill includes section 402 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate requiring pay raises to be absorbed within 
the levels appropriated in the Act. 

The amended bill includes section 403 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the use of the funds in this Act 
for programs, projects or activities not in compliance with Federal 
law relating to risk assessment, the protection of private property 
rights, or unfunded mandates. 

The amended bill includes section 404 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the use of funds in the Act to 
support or defeat legislation pending before Congress. 

The amended bill includes section 405 as proposed by the Senate 
encouraging all Departments to expand their use of ‘‘E-Commerce’’. 
The House bill contained a similar provision, but was more direc-
tive. 

The amended bill includes section 406 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the transfer of funds to any in-
strumentality of the United States Government without authority 
from an appropriations Act. 

The amended bill includes section 407 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate specifying the congressional committees that 
are to receive all reports and notifications. 

The amended bill includes section 408 as proposed by the House 
directing the Congressional Budget Office to submit a report that 
projects the annual appropriations necessary for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to continue providing health care to veterans. The 
Senate bill contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill includes section 409 as proposed by both the 
House and the Senate prohibiting the use of funds in the Act for 
any action that is related to or promotes the expansion of the 
boundaries or size of the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. 

The amended bill includes section 410 as proposed by the Senate 
allowing the City of Aurora, Colorado to convey land to the United 
States to be used by the Department of Veterans Affairs for con-
struction of a veterans’ medical facility. The House bill contained 
no similar provision. 

The amended bill does not include a provision as proposed by the 
House (section 409) which would have prohibited the use of funds 
in this Act to purchase light bulbs unless they have the ‘‘ENERGY 
STAR’’ designation. The Senate bill contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill does not include a provision as proposed by the 
Senate (section 408) which would have required the Government 
Accountability Office to assess mental health care services for fe-
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male servicemembers and veterans. This issue is addressed under 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in this explanatory statement. 
The House bill contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill does not include a provision, as proposed by 
the Senate (section 409) which would have prohibited the use of 
funds in the Act to enter into a contract or award a grant in an 
amount greater than $5,000,000 unless the contractor or grantee 
certifies in writing that certain Federal requirements have been 
met. The House bill contained no similar provision. 

The amended bill does not include a provision as proposed by the 
Senate (section 411) which would have appropriated $100,000,000, 
designated as an emergency requirement, for security and related 
costs associated with the Democratic National Convention and the 
Republican National Convention. The House bill contained no simi-
lar provision. 
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1993 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED 
SPENDING ITEMS 

Following is a list of earmarks and congressionally directed 
spending items (as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives and rule XLIV of the Standing Rules 
of the Senate, respectively) included in the House amendment or 
this explanatory statement, along with the name of each Senator, 
House Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner who sub-
mitted a request to the Committee of jurisdiction for each item so 
identified. Items which did not appear in the House or Senate 
versions of H.R. 2642 or the accompanying committee reports are 
marked with an asterisk. Neither the House amendment nor this 
explanatory statement contains any limited tax benefits or limited 
tariff benefits as defined in the applicable House and Senate rules. 
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2026 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
Construction, Major 

Projects 
Amount 

(in thousands) Member 

Pittsburgh, PA $40,000 The President/Mr. Casey/Mr. Specter 

Denver, CO 61,300 The President/Mr. Allard/Ms. DeGette/Mr. Lamborn/Ms. Musgrave/Mr. Perlmutter/Mr. 
Ken Salazar/Mr. John Salazar/Mr. Tancredo/Mr. Udall, M 

Orlando, FL 35,000 The President/Mr. Martinez/Mr. Bill Nelson/ Mr. Weldon 

Las Vegas, NV 341,400 The President/Ms. Berkley/Mr. Ensign/Mr. Reid 

Syracuse, NY 23,800 The President/Mrs. Clinton/Mr. Schumer/Mr. Walsh 

Lee County, FL 9,900 The President/Mr. Martinez/Mr. Bill Nelson 

Columbia/Greenville, 
SC area 

19,200 The President/Mr. Graham 

Sarasota, FL area 27,800 The President/Mr. Martinez/Mr. Bill Nelson 

Jacksonville, FL area 22,400 The President/Mr. Martinez/Mr. Bill Nelson 

Southeastern, PA 29,600 The President/Mr. Casey/Mr. Specter 

Birmingham, AL 
area 

18,500 The President/Mr. Sessions/Mr. Shelby 

Bakersfield, CA area 19,500 The President/Ms. Boxer/Mrs. Feinstein 

Ft. Sam Houston, TX 29,400 The President/Mr. Cornyn/Mrs. Hutchison 
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AMENDED BILL TOTAL—WITH COMPARISONS 

The total new budget (obligational) authority for fiscal year 2008 
provided in the amended bill, with comparisons to the fiscal year 
2007 amount, the 2008 budget estimates, and the House and Sen-
ate bills for 2008 follow: 

[In thousands of dollars] 

New budget (obligational) authority, fiscal year 2007 ........................ $97,630,909 
Budget estimates of new (obligational) authority, fiscal year 2008 105,231,766 
House bill, fiscal year 2008 ................................................................... 109,231,766 
Senate bill, fiscal year 2008 .................................................................. 109,332,250 
Amended bill, fiscal year 2008 .............................................................. 108,391,250 
Amended bill compared with: 

New budget (obligational) authority, fiscal year 2007 ................ +10,760,341 
Budget estimates of new (obligational) authority, fiscal year 

2008 .............................................................................................. +3,159,484 
House bill, fiscal year 2008 ............................................................ ¥840,516 
Senate bill, fiscal year 2008 ........................................................... ¥941,000 
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