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Gan we on therecord, please?

This i s a interview of

Vel conme, and thank you f or com ng today.

Those i nt he room have al ready themsel ves, andthe
record of our proceedings show who was i n attendance.
However , the record, | a professional staff

nmenber with t he House Oversight and Governnent ReformCommittee.

l's you know, the Committee on Oversight and Governnent
Reform and t he Committee on Armed Services are anongt he
committees i nthe US House of Representatives that are
investigating many aspects of the on US facilities in
Benghazi, Libya, i n Septenmber of 2012.

Topics being considered include how t he US Government
prepared i n advance these attacks, how i tresponded oncethe
attacks started, and what changes have been instituted as a result
of lessons |earned.

| am joined today by colleagues representingthe chairman and
ranking minority menbers of the Conmttee on Oversight and
Government Reformand the Conmttee on Armed Services. | norder
to simplify our proceedings, | am making these introductory
remar ks and start the questioning, but please understand that
this interview i san equal and joint effort of both commttees.

V& will proceed i nthefollowing way: | and a representative

of the other commttee's chairman will ask questions forthe first



hour. Then representatives of t heranking minority nenbers will

have an hour questions. Ve will alternatethis way until
our questions areconpleted. Ve will recess for lunch and
t ake other but please | et us know when we're switching

questioners i f you need sone additional time for any reason at

During questioning, we will aimt ohave only
questioner at atime. An exception this may occur i f an
additional staff nenber requires a follow-up or
In such an instance, it"'susually nost efficient t odo that as we

rather than at end.

Because, obviously, thetranscriptionist cannot record
gestures, we askthat you answer orally. [|f forget t odo
this, thetranscriptionist may remnd yout odo so. The
transcriptionist may also ask yout ospell certain names or

phrases that you m ght use i nyour answers.

V€& hope t o met hodically and generally
chronologically. Some of our questions mght appear t o be basic,
but this i sdone t ohelp us establish facts andt o clearly

t hesituation i nLibya. Ve askthat you give conplete
and fulsome repliestoquestions based on your best recollections.

Pl ease provide unclassifiedinformationt ot he greatest
extent possible. 1 fiti snecessary t oprovide classified
information i nresponse t oquestions, everyone i nthis roomi s

cleared t o Top Secret level, and, therefore, you should not



hesitate to provide relevant or details up to that
level.

i faquestionis unclear or you are uncertain in
your response, please |letus know | fyou do not know or renenber
the answer to a question or do not remenber, simply say so.

should al so understand that although this interviewis
not under path, by law you are required to answer questions from
Congress truthfully, including questions posed by staff menbers in
interviews such as this.
Do you these circumstances?
| understand.
fl_H BL Thank you.
I's there any reason you are unable to provide your own

truthful answers to today's questions?

fl1HH
Finally, | would note that you are acconpani ed
by an attorney fromthe Department of Defense. |'d ask the DD

counsel to please state his nane for the record.
Richards. Edward Richards.
Wth these prelimmnary remarks concluded, do
you have any introductory you'd like to make?
Richards. Yes. Thank you.
Since the tragedy of September 11, 2001, and the subsequent
mlitary operations, DD has redacted all names of it spersonnel

06 or G515 and bel ow under exemption (b)(6) of the Freedom of



Information Act. As such, we respectfully request both commttee
not publicly release t henanmes of DD interviewees who ar e 06 and
below. This includes theformer defense attache interviewed |ast
nont h. of course, does not t ogeneral officers, flag

officers and civilians who ar e Senior Executive Service or

Presidenti al V¢ appreciate thecommittee's
on this
Al so, before beginning, want toreiterate that this i s a
classified interview, andthetranscript will be classified inits
entirety Until an expedited security performed by
the Department once by t he This follows a

templ ate established with t heHouse Arned Services Gommittee with
regard t ot he briefings totheHAC byt he
Depart ment year. | reference t heletter fromt he
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs dated
Decenber 2013, laying out this requirement. It's the
expectation of t heDepartment that future interviewsbe conducted

at the Top Secret level.

That's al | .
Thank you, counsel.
And, | t hank you. V& very nuch appreciate your
uni f or med and for agreeing t o be here today.

Thank you.

M/ clock now reads 12: 05 p.m | will start thefirst --



sorry, 11:05 I now start the first hour of questions
fromthe commttee chairman.

M NATI ON

kay. So, J | could you please start by telling
us what your current rank and assignment i s, please?
A ['m a lieutenant colonel inthe US Arny.
Q Thanks.
i fyou could please briefly walk us through your
educational and professional background?
A | attended -- got a bachelor's degree fromthe
University of Denver. | got ny master's degree from the Naval

post-graduate school .

And when did you first arrive in

A | was assigned to Libya February 2012, and then, due to
visa issues with the Libyans, | arrived in March of 2012.

had you ever been to Libya before?

A No, | had not.

Q And what was your mission in Libya initially when you
wer e assigned there? | guess we start with that.

A | was supposed to | was assigned as the officer
picked by AFR QOMto open the Office of Security Cooperation. |t
was going to be the first Office of Security Cooperation in Libya

to work at the enbassy.



Ckay. And howdi dyou cone t o be assigned t o that

ama M ddle East foreign area officer. | have a
background i n Arabic. | was assigned toUS Africa. I also
have a background i nsecurity cooperation, processes, procedures.

So | volunteered andwas selected t othen take t heassignment.

Q

And when you were initially t oLibya, what was your
porting f orthat assignment with the CGC?

A reporting chain was essentially -- first report

chain was ny supervisor was General Cooper, the35at AFR COM
And then, of course, AFR QM was ny primary command. | was still
assigned, however, toUS Arny Africa foradministrativeroles

only.

Q Ckay. Andduring that -- during your time i nLibya,
was there anytime when you were ever reporting through a chief of
m ssion chain of coomand, or were youreporting through t he G3OM
chain of coomand t heentire time youwere there?

I reported tothe GAMchain of command, but I al ways
informed t hechief of mssion. That was just understood that was
ny responsibility.

Great.  Thanks.

And just t obeclear -- address -- di dyou have anyother DD
reporting chain other than AFRGOM during that time i n Libya?

A No.



Ckay. Thanks.
So maybe you could just describe what your role was in OF
what your level of interaction was on a daily basis with DD
personnel in Libya. For what was your |evel of

interaction with them for exanple, the DAT, the B8 office?

A First of all, the Office of Security Cooperation was
an of one. | t was myself. 1 tdidn't have a
lot of a whole | ot of personnel. So ny function primarily
was the and equi pping of working foreign forces,
particular working with the Libyan Forces. So i fi tcameto
training or equipment that wanted to purchase or acquire,

that would be what | would facilitate.
Al t hough | and | were of the rank,
| was the defense attache senior defense
so | recognized him as ny person that | --- ny conduit of working
with DD issues. | always kept him informed of everything | was
doing. And that also neant, because we were such a small group of
people, that | worked -- you know, that we coordinated a | ot of

our activities together because of |imited resources.

Q Ckay. And you've addressed this sonmewhat. | know you
said you did a of your interaction with the enmbassy chain of
command t hrough | the DAT. Maybe just unpack a

[ittle bityour level of interaction with the State Departnment

personnel assigned to Libya.

A Equal |y, because we were both heads of section, | would



al ways brief the Anbassador about ny activities, ny plans, what

AFR GQOM kind of objectives were about training equi pping with
the Libyan Armed again, coordinated through the DAT, but
al ways briefed direct tothe Anbassador. And also | worked with

the enbassy staff. Al l ny activity was very transparent with the

staff.

just tobe clear, | believe when thetime you arrived in
March 2012, i t was Anbassador Cretz; was he still the Anbassador?
A He was t he Anbassador, but | didn't speak with him
because he was on hi sway out. So at that time | was pretty
setting up administratively. | mean, | had just arrived; |
have an office, conputers, desks. Making al | those arrangements.
So | didnot engage with Anmbassador Cretz that rmuch.

Q about the DOV Did you engage with the DOM at

The DM at the time was
Joan Polaschik?
Joan -- | dealt with Joan because of manning issues.
Obviously, ny intent was to grow the Office of Security
Cooperation to larger than one.
Q Sur e.
A So i twas primarily manning and finding the space,
finding the additional space needed t o support it .

Ckay. And the RS Any interactionwith the RO on a



regul ar
A RXQ) because of the security any
that took of f the conpound was al ways coordinated
through the RSO  Again, was a very enbassy, small
office. So also engagenment, you know, polite and
professional.

What was your level of interaction with

Essentially pretty Ilimted. | didsonetines with
mostly keeping them of
what equipment and training that the Libyans were l[ooking for so
again, being transparent about al I ny activity.
Sure.

How regul ar basis didyou visit the

Ch, at least once a week.
And any time during your time i nLibya, didyou ever
visit Benghazi?
A No, | did not.
Okay. During thetime you were stationedi n Libya,
were you aware that there was, i nfact, an annex i nBenghazi?
A | was not aware of that.
Q You were not aware.
Wen di d you beconme aware of that facility?

A | becane aware of that on the night of September [Ith.



Ckay. Andthis nay be forgive but howdid
mmm
you becone aware of i t specifically? Andwe're going t ogetto
the of the attack and do a whole discussion about that.
Wen we were working onthe evacuation, trying t o get
the folks out of Benghazi, that's when | was informed that there
additional there that |1 t oaccount for to

try to -- as we were trying t osearch for an aircraft.

Q That's helpful. Thank

And t oyour knowl edge, was AFR GOM aware of the i n
Benghazi ?
["'mnot aware i fthey or not.
Q
I just want t oshift andtalk alittle bit about the
security of the US presence Li bya, both i n Benghazi and i n
Tripoli, prior t othe attack. So I'mgoing t oaska seriesof

questions about that.

Firstly, what was your understanding of the -- i f any, of the
future of the temporary mission facility in Benghazi, meaning
State Department post i nBenghazi?

A You know, | didn't talk nmuch about what the future of
t he Benghazi was.

| Tripoli because that's where the Office of Security Cooperation
was going t o grow. Theonly thing | asked for was just an
understanding of what was out i n Benghazi in case | hadt odoany

additional activity like receiving of equi pment or training outi n



tenghazi area. So | was not of -- other than that t he
was being enhanced — any future plans forthe facility.

So that tells us your personal -- | nean, were you
aware of any discussions taking place perhaps on t hecountry team

about extendingt hepresence of Benghazi or --
['"'mnot aware of that.
Okay. And, t oyour know edge, di dyou have any --
upon your know edge of thefacility i nBenghazi --the

temporary missionfacility, didyou have any concerns about t he

or of that or i ts personnel?
A | did not.
And were you aware of concerns that others may have

had about t he safety or security of that
Wel |, we that we nmanaged. | sati n
EACs. W talked about security at both facilities at all times.
I was kind of generally aware that there was always a that

the issue of security was always being addressed.

Q Anything specific you cantell wus about that, whatt he
concerns were at thetime? Mybe starting -- when was t he first
EAC roughly, you think you would have participatedin?

A | t was definitely sumrer, maybe Dune, 2012. But nost
of i twas dealing with security, like thecontracted security that
was being provided t othefacility, whether toextend or not.
That's all | was awareof .

M. Richards. GCan you say what EAC stands for?



Energency Action Conm ttee.

Q And, excuse ne. You nean the contract forces provided

in or Benghazi ?
A I n Benghazi. The Libyan security that was being
provided to
BY

What was your understanding of any evacuation plan for

the facility in Benghazi?

A At the again, | was primarily focused on setting
up the Office of Security Cooperation. | got an initial brief
from RO but | not into any in-depth planning on the

evacuation, or planning of an evacuation.

Q e other question about the pre-attack security. You
said wer e on primarily. Did you have any
concerns about the safety or security of the embassy in Tripoli?

A | did not. There were often -- | would drive --

al ways -- you know, we followed al | procedures set by the RQ
two persons per vehicle, one person carrying a weapon. W applied
by al Ithe rules that were done by the RO

Q Okay. Great.

And just want to shift and talk a Iittle bit nore about the
D programs and personnel now involved with Libya pre-attack.
Coul d you share with us what your understanding of the role and

the mssion of the SST when you arrived in Libya?



A The SST | understood t o have the primary role of
protecting the Ambassador. was not -- i twas not, as |

understood it, to provide any kind of additional security beyond

the role of the Anbassador.

A under the R
Q And so aside the provision of security, were
T personnel, your knowl edge, engaged i nany other activities

etime of your arrival or subsequent toyour arrival?

A They were not engaged i nany other activities, but
there was discussion about the program and t he SST eventually
shifting role of security tothe and equi ppi ng
of Libyan For ces.

A But that was nuch further down the road,

Q To be clear, the planned 1208 program f or Libya, when
you arrived, had that been formally approved by t he Secretary of
Defense, t o your know edge?

No. Wien | arrived, i t had not been That
was i nthe works when | arrived.

Q And was i t approved prior tothe attack, to your
knowl edge, on Septenber [Ith? Had it been approved at that point,
or was still i n process?

A | believe itwas still inprocess. But | was primarily

focused on t he approval fromthe Libyans, the Libyans giving them
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the i mmunities, That's kind of where ny focus
was at .

Q Okay. You mentioned the1208. Maybe it'sa good time
to talk about security force assistance programs. And nmaybe could
you tell wus what security force assistance progranms were either --
maybe we could break i tinto two categories. Wat progranms were
operative during your time, and then what programs were being

contempl ated during your time?

A Well, there weren't any programs being operative.

Again, we just opened up t heSecurity Cooperation. So there were
alotof plans or a |l ot of proposals that were being put ont he
table, but, of course, those had yett obe vetted just throughthe
AFRIGOM staff. The first and foremost, obviously, was t he
was training t heLibyan For ces. I know that had been
coordinated with t heLibyan Armed Forces, but there were still the
issue that were being worked government t o government about
primarily privileges and immunities, making sure that everything
was set i nmotion, that there was protection fortheteanms that
were going todothetraining. But that had not been approved
until after September [II1th, i f1l recall. V& --

Q The 1208 progranf

A The 1208 program

Q Thanks.

A VW had additional programs. V& had 1206 prograns that

were going tobetraining, looking at training logistics, training



medi cal but those were, again, nmore i ndraft form

the AFR GOM staff being devel oped.
And then there was a 1207 effort where we talked about

building up two Libyan infantry companies as kind of a start point

in hel ping up their basic core security forces.
A Those were t he program being
Well, et me ask youthis: Wat about any progranms
under funded under t he Gl obal Security Contingency Fund?
A That was t he 1207. That was t he initially the
conpani es.
Q Ri ght.

And again, just for therecord, could you just explain
briefly how that program 1207, would be different from a 1208
progrant

A Was primarily funding and also theintent of the
program 1207 was a nmuch nore broad-based approach. The intent
was kind of t ofocus on overall security i na particular case,
kind of border security, border anything that can deal with
kind of nmore localized threats.

The 1208 program was obviously focused nore towards a speci al
forces, targeting type of capability. You know, nore
antiterrorism capability.

Q Okay. Wth respect t o -- not sure how we refer t o

it -- theputative or the 1208 programthat was being
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contempl ated, during your time i n Libya, were youaware of any
arrangement whereby the SST or nmenbers of t he SST had in
1208-related training of Libyan security forces prior the
official approval of the 1208 progranf

There was just assessments that were done the teans
while they were there. (ne was trying t oget feel for what are

the indigenous forces that they would be working with. There was

no there was noofficial training being but they
wer e t oget a sense of where are these guys
who are they going t obetraining and t ounderstandt he
overall command structure we were with.
Thanks.
Gould youjust briefly walk through what an assessment

m ght look like t oa layman? You explain howthat works?

Q Excuse me. And the assessment was conducted by t he
SST?
A I t was conducted by the SST, primarily SST |eadership.
As assessment was kind of meeting the forces, first
with the special -- thelLSCF, Libyan Special Operations
| eadership; meetingwith the -- the one who was director of
the program which i s kind of getting a feel, are
they conmttedt othe program canthey provide enough peoplefor
the program what arethe quality of people that are com ng?

The Libyans di d present about 150 personnel from which t he



team was able t okind of assess arethese people willing

to be and trained t o be part of thespecial force.

Q did these assessments any physical training
or weapons

A 1did -- I'"'mnot -- not any weapons training
Physical training was done by t he Libyans themselves. Theli byans
were trying tokind of out their personnel, who can handle
the training and But i t was nore just kind of
capability, understanding i fthey were able t o absorbthe

information training. Sure.

Q Let ne ask this question: So had t heattacks not
occurred and t he 1208 program had been established as -- was being

contenmpl ated before theattacks --

A Correct.

Q -- would that have fallen under your responsibilities?

A What woul d fallen i nny responsibility wast he
1208 primarily runby SOCAFR CA  But i t comes t o equipping

and thefollow-on training, and particularly the professional
military education of thesone of theofficers for specialty skill
sets, that would have fallen under ny purview, particularlyfor
end-use monitoring of any specialized equipment they weret o
receive. So when the 1208 training, when t heequipment arrived,

that would be managed by ny office. Wien the 1208 t eam woul d



the maintaining of how that equipnment -- making sureit's

being used properly, that, again, would have been managed by ny

S would i tbe fair to characterizei tas saying t
you woul d be you would have been prospectively know edgeabl e

about the 1208 program as i t cane about, but not directly

A Correct. | mean, because, again, that equipnment and
training fall wunder ne | kept -- wor ked with | |
made sure that | was informed primarily of the equipment.

That was ny primary concern.

Sur e.

one last question on this assessnent issue.

How nmany nenbers of SST --ny  understanding -- was i t 16 nenbers
still at the time that this was going on?

| believe at the time i twas 16 but 1'm not
sure how of those 16 were dedicated to doing part of the

assessnent and the rest that were dedicated to protecting the

Anbassador .

Q Do you happen to know whether i tws a particular --
certain number, certain nunber of the personnel that would doit,
or was i t kind of rotated through the SST?

A ['m not aware.

Q Ckay. That's fine. Thanks.



Continuing to talk about SST, vyour understanding of why the
SST mission was not extended past 3 August of 2012?

A in sone of those meetings. | alll was aware
of that the was -- was not extended by the State Department.

was never clear to me why that decisionws nade, but i tws --

not part of chain for that decision.
Q Ckay. To your knowl edge, PD willing to extend
that mssion?
M understanding -- | sat inthe meeting in
Hm was willing to that mi ssion.
Q Wen was that VIC do you recall?

A That; would have t o have been August, August of 2012.

Q Okay. MNw on Duly 9th, Enbassy Tripoli sent a cable
to Washington inwhich i trequested additional security personnel
to possibly SST. The document basically describes SST as
one option anong several options for providing those security
personnel . \ére aware of that

A | was not.

Q Okay. And inthe lead-up the August completion of
the SST mission, what were the discussions you were aware of
between the enbassy and the State Department about the future of
D@ personnel in Libya?

A VWhat | was aware of, again, because | was dealing with
Security Cooperation, i twas clear that the SST m ssion was not

going to be extended. There was some desire by the SOCAFRICAf or



the 16 personnel t oremain i n place, but they would not be doing a
security mssion. e option | offered during that time was,
well, we canroll theminto a security m ssion, which
is, engaging with local forces for sone kind of what we
call mil-to-ml| engagement, military-to-military engagenment.

That was determ ned that hott he use of t he16

So, again, there was no reason t okeep the 16

if they --at time there was no for Security
t o keep themthere i f were not going t o be doing
cooperation from ny not from -- that's another

perspective.

Could just explain-- yousaidthe decision -- your
recommendati on was not accepted for a reason. Wlat was that

reason or t he reasoning?

| tjust -- again, what personnel arebrought there,
security -- security cooperation, ml-to-mi| activities i s usually
done through conponents. You find a specialized in

order t odo that kind of military-to-military engagement. At the
time | didn't have anything specific t ogive them of what that
mlitary-to-mlitary engagement could be, and so, therefore,
unl ess | had a proper i tdidn't make senset o
nmake --

Q Dust t o be clear, you said perhaps t heprograns had not

been approved yet.

A I had not been able t oconceive of t heprograms yet
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again, | had just told they weren't getting extended.
You're talking, | good idea. Maybe |
could find something, but I had nothing at thetime on the table

to propose because | was not prepared that that was goingt o

happen.
cay. Ve understand-- | think you may have alluded to

- we understand that t he Anbassador, this i s Ambassador

:evens now, correct?

That Anbassador Stevens had sonme concerns about the

loss of diplomatic privileges and immunities the SST

g%agannel, whi ch would occur as of 4 August when their mi ssion

A Ri ght.
Q -- and the team reverted t o G3XMauthority, or

conbat ant conmander authority. \Wre you aware of those concerns?
A I was aware of those concerns.

Q Could you please explain those?

A Well, | knowt he Anbassador after the incident -- and |
don't have specific date -- after the incident of the attempted
carjacking on the SST team went out t o| todothe

-- you know, as part of had their general engagenent. Wen | say
"general engagement," they go out and they just meet with the team
| eadership -- LSCF |eadership, because that's what you need t o do

is daily engage with the Libyans. [t's just proper, appropriate,



cultural necessity.
BY
Q That's not an that's just a
No. Yes, that's not -- again -- part of the
of working with Libyans i si f you engage every day,
it's like dealing with anybody else, you develop the and
respect that you i norder t oeventually beginto with
That's just a, again, common cultural understanding
locally.
After thecarjacking, that's when | renenber t he Anrbassador
did about that i teven proved nore that privileges and
be absolutely necessary order t oprotect the
team which, again, understand i s -- had they not had protections
and something di d bad happen, you would not want theteam i na

Li byan prison.

Q To clarify, i sthis around August 6?
A | just remenber it was August; | don't renenber t he

specific date.

BY!
Q And di dthat 6 August -- well, we know it's6 August.
A Ckay.

Q Hel p you out there.
So how di d t he 6 August incident affect theactivities ofthe

former SST personnel on a day-to-day basis?



It was a temporary pause. You know, a couple -- took a
couple days to assess. State Department worked with the local
forces. RO worked with local law enforcement. | know t he DAT
worked with the local military just kind of making sure, one, were
there any repercussions the activity, was there any concern to
the activity. So i twas a temporary pause, but they began doing
what they do a couple days after.

Q Okay. And brief period, the former SST

personnel, where actually were they physically? | nean, were they

on conpound at enbassy?
A They were on conpound. Again, they were still focused
on i fthey had anything that they needed to do to the

Anbassador, they needed to do that, but primarily again with
l'imited of nmovenent to not draw attention.

Q And when did -- our understanding isthat the former
SST the had been 16. | t drew down at sone

perhaps around this time. Could you just walk us through when

that was and -=

A | know i t was about m d-August, | can't give you a
date, after determi nation was nade that the 1208
program still had not been approved, SST mssion was included.

And so there was a general agreement --a general agreement between
t he Anbassador and AFR QM to reduce the personnel to about four
personnel, and that that was so it'sabout md-August that that

deci sion had been nade.



26

And the motivation forthat was it related tothe P and

| issue?
A Primarily related the P and | issue. the
Anbassador was -- you have 16 guys who are away from their

families, and the Arbassador was under the understanding of, well

let them go hone t o their Wien i t gets approved, bring
t hem He wasn't adanant t o get themout to or to have them
stay. just wanted give a chance t o be back with their
and cone back when the m ssion was approved.

A The concern was genui ne.

Q ['m going to shift gears

Q | have just a couple questions, i f I mght.

Agai n, excuse ne. | just want to get some on

things you've mentioned.

So your responsibilities involved -- you no formal role
in providing or assessing the security of the t he Annex,
the temporary mission facilities, so forth.

A

Q And, similarly, your interactions with the defense
attache, | who
ran the SST;, and then his replacement,
who ran the reduced SST, again, informal, no direct reporting line

or relationshinp.



Correct. And, again, enbassy, three |lieutenant
colonels, it was a professional relationship.
Sure. I'mnot questioning. | just want t onake sure
that | understand --
A But no official reporting chain,
when t heteam was reduced t ofour, wer e t wo
ot her i nTripoli. Similarly,
you did not have any direct reporting relationship with
A Again, professional. Not --
Q Under st and.
And when you nentioned your interactions with theRSQ as |
you say, your interactions were t oensure that heor
his folks could properly protect you as you noved about town.

A They didn't provide ne protection. had t oprovide ny

own out of necessity, But , I did nothing without t he RXOs
knowl edge of where | was going, what | was doing, i ncase there
needed be an energency response that needed t o come t o ny
assistance.

Q Under st ood.

Again, your discussions with hi mwere not about |arge embassy
security --=

A Correct.

Q -- but rather specific t oyour personal you
were going t oa personal -- particular place, youwanted t o nake

sure that he and his fol ks knew where you were going --



Yes,

-- i ncase they

Exactly.
you said youvisited the about one
time a week, sai d?
A Yes.

Di d you have any particular reason i nthose visits to
form any particul ar assessment or impressions of the security that
that facility provided?

sir,

Q And you said theOffice of Security Cooperation was an
office of one. Vés there not a staff sergeant?

A The staff sergeant didn't arrive until about a week
prior t o Septenber 11, So she was very late. She di dnot see
any -- | mean, literally 1 week prior and then September

So she di dnot even have a chance t o of integrate
into Office of Security Cooperation.

But she was at that time a part of your office?

Wiat was an office of two then?
A Office of two.

| t doubled i n size,
A Hundred percent.

Thank you.
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I think we'll shift i fwe could. W' ve
got alittle oven 30 mnutes left i nour hour. But I just
to nove t o the night the talk about that, tryto doit
chronologically, nost way t o do Prefacing that, did

you have any discussions with either military or State Department

personnel about security situation or security planning
the facilities i nlLibya in | eading up t o Septenmber [|1th?
No.

Wre you aware of any specific precautions or
security plans that were inplemented i nlight of the anniversary
of Septenber 11, 20017

A
Q O the of the attacks, were you aware of any
specific or general threats totheUS interests inthe region?

A V& were aware | mean, we were aware of general

threats, but nothing specific.

Q Just el aborate briefly on --
A Well, the environment i nLibya, you had
nunmerous militias, you always had actors of concern. So we were

al ways aware of general threats.

A But there was nothing specific towards the enbassy,
towards myself, or towards anybody that | was aware of .
Q I nthe region, what was going on i nthe region?

A | was pretty much focused on Libya at the time.
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-- you nmay have
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but just be

anare, of the potential forunrest inCairo prior tothe

protests that took place

Sept ember

No, | was not aware of that.

Ckay. And prior to

i nCairo, were

aware of the controversial video that tothe
unrest?
A No, | was not aware of that.
Okay. could just maybe walk us through the

night of the attack. And i t m ght be help start with when you

| earned about that there was an attack i n Benghazi.

A I would like tojust kind of caveat this. M timeline
mi ght a rough. been a year and a half, and there
was | ot of activity going on that night. So I will do the best
| can.

Under st ood.

A | got a call around 9
bet ween 9:45 and that | remenber. Said, hey, | the
supposedly, the Annex -- I'msorry, the consulate i s being

attacked. The Anbassador called, sa
that was the end of the phone call.

He asked ne t o cone i nand just
update of what's going on. Wat was

whole | ot of information. V¢ were |

id "V re under attack," and

kind of gave ne a brief
going on was we didn't have a

acking quite a bit of
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information. So | talked to] and | wel |,
let's call let's call the AFRQOM JOC just give hima
the potential that we may anaircraft.
then said, "Roger, go ahead. Dot hat .
| called up AFR QoM said they -- youknow, we were
awar e the had already kind of given
a heads-up pot attack, sorry, that there was anissue at
the Gave them a heads-up about i t .
said, "I sthere possibility or you put on standby
that we need an aircraft?" The DOC at that time said, "W
will start working it, but we need an official requestfrc
the DAT."
| went backt o He called back t he JCC,
sai d, will work t heissues on ny behalf from here on
between ne andt he JOC' -- between hi mandthe JOC at AFRI COM
Q Excuse ne just a second. You said that they --you

were aware that there was an attack, andthen you corrected

yourself, andyousaid "anissue." You weren't clear there was an
attack?
A No. At thetime | wasn't clear there was an attack.

During that time we weren't sure what we had. W& were aware of
protests during that night. A /lot of usthought -- didn't know

what was going on, could be a protest. V& were not aware of an



attack, nor did w assume there was an attack right off the bat.

| think, again, I'm talking revisionist, I'm looking back, but at
the we were not aware there was an attack. W knew that the
enmbassy was being -- we weren't sure i fthe enbassy ws being

i twas being--

Q
A The consulate. I'm sorry, the consulate in Benghazi
was be |ooted, what was out there. All w knew was that

the Anmbassador mentioned that the consulate was under attack.

weren't sure what. And the term "attack"” has a pretty broad

meani ng, |t be, vandals are attacking, So we did
not have a definition of what this was at the time.

Q And excuse ne again. And the aircraft that you were
seeking was for personal evacuations?

A Yes. That was ny primary focus at the time was -- and
| was right now seeking to get something on stand-by, because,
again, | don't knowwhat | have on the ground. | am -- have been
a military planner for many years. I'm quite well aware i t takes
time to get an aircraft ready. So what | thought back to DX was
to start looking for an available aircraft, for an available crew,
if possible, to begin an evacuation i f necessary.

After had nade the call about passing off the
working -- working with the DX about keeping them informed, the
Doi nt Operations Center on AFRQQV | called again about an hour

later saying, "Wat is"-- "what's the likelihood of us getting an
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aircraft?" They still said, "W're working it. Ve're working it.
W're trying t o seewat's available."
At this then. I also upto
office there onthe who was thetime talking
back with SOCAF, andthey, too, hadalso begun asking for what

aircraft that SOCAF m ght have available i nthe area.

| talked -- about o'clock, again, | talkedt o
J He said, "Let's give t helibyans a seewhat they
have available." So | called outto Li byan ai roperations
center i nBenghazi, talked to who we have a
good relationship told was goi ng He said,

"Compl etely understand. You have carte blanche, whatever you need

to dot oland an aircraft, tofl yanaircraft, dowiat youneedt o

So t he Libyans, totheir credit, of gave ne an open door
to bring i nwhatever we needed, whatever that was. V& were still
working onthat.

| asked him at about 12 o'clock I called back t ot he Doint

Operations Center, asked again, what's thestatus of an aircraft?

Do they have anything? They're that they're not aware of
anything yet, they arestill it, maybe 3t o4 hours.

| then went to said, "Hey, we're still
looking foranaircraft. | don't know what's available."

V& then decided t oreach out t ot helibyan -- Libyan Arned

Forces again and askthem what they available, i fthey had a



34

C 130 that they could get prepped and out there Benghazi i n case

we t odo t heevacuation, t oevacuate t hepeople from Benghazi
to Tripoli.

again stressed, " lwill seewat's
available." And | knowthe Libyans had begun trying t olook for

an aircraft that they could fly. At thetime I was not aware that

they had no night-flight capability, so was not -- | wasn't sure
what were capable of providing.
So t heway we |ooked at i twas were at three --

three requests going. Ve had one through SOCAF, trying tofind an
aircraft; one through the at AFR QM | ooking for an aircraft;

t heLibyans looking foran aircraft, again, primarily focused
on getting thefolks out, because, again, we didn't know what we
had on t heground. W& di d knowthat theintent was t oget
fromthe consulate t ot heairport as soon as possible, get themt o
Tripoli, andthen secure themin Tripoli.

At about 2 o'clock inthe morning, | called t heD3C again.

At that time we were aware that we had sone wounded, but we

weren't sure what t hewounds were, how many were wounded. | had
gotten a call from the chief of station saying, "Get me" -- "W
need a get an aircraft, we need t oget anaircraft." I told himl
was working it, trying tofind what was available.

| called back t otheD3; andthey told ne that | neededt o
provide a nine line -- what's called a nine line emergency

evacuation report.



| proceeded then trytorunaround. | talked tothe RXQ

| talked to -- called out tothee do we
know t he status of the wounds? | need t o get the enmergency I
needed t o get the nine line report back as soon as possible back

to But the problemwas we just had no information.

had enough information forme to call back.
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RPTS CG3ORAN

So called yout o

the

A Toreiterate therequest that we need anaircraft as

soon as possible.

Andthen you reached directly

but then t hought you said you also calledfor

the line t ot he Benghazi annex.
No, no. | called thenine line -- called backt o
Q he -/
A
to say, Do you have
informati on on what wounds ar e, howmany wounds, you know,

what we had? The probl em was nobody hadnuch information for ne.
So | called back uptothe saying, | don't know what we have,
but what we do know i swe need anaircraft as soon as possible.
And you, obviously,

in contact with those i nBenghazi --

A

Q Because he was to you things that he was
receiving directly.

Correct. Theonething I didn't want t oget involved



the chain would be athird caller out there at the
we have done this nunerous times, but keep communications
out there are busy. But letne pull the
information from right people who the two primary guys who are

collecting or getting the informationas best they can, which was

the RO and

They didn't have much informationf or ne. | called back up
to the DG at which I was told by AFR GOV well, i t i
i mportant t o get information. They need that in
order configure what kind of medical capabilities they can put
on the aircraft i norder t o evacuate them out. | said, Right now,
we can get them out. have got a 19 Delta here. W have got
the hospital here inTripoli. | think our focus was just t o get
themout.

| called again at about 3 am I was calling pretty
regularly. At 3 am, | was told again, as to an aircraft, | was
told there were no aircraft available. | tnay take 6 to 11 hours

to get an aircraft. That i stoo long. VW need to get themout.
And they, at that time, they said, Well, we are not sure we can
send the aircraft i nonce w get i t because they weren't clear of
the security on the ground, which, again, to ne was
understandable. You don't want t o send -- you already know that
you don't have a clear situation, what we had, who was there, and

you don't want to send an aircraft right inthe mddle of i t that



could also get endangered. V& also knewthat there was a MANPAD
threat. So we talked through some options.

That was one option, was bring i ttoTripoli; we couldput
a teamon theaircraft, flyi toutt oBenghazi t ohelp securethe
aircraft. V¢ were going just through kind of options, but even
then, the was running This was about 4 am by this
cime, where at this point, | realized | wasn't going t oget an

fast enough. W had seen things had already deteriorated

where it was. So | just want t o and said, W
not going t oget aircraft by morning.

At point, he ne that he already worked with

and | believe this piece nay be
M. Richards. es. | believe i ti sspeaking in terms of

it nmay be appropriate, but i f you can keep i t

He was working with
that they already had went and chartered an aircraft to
get them out. So option number four, charter an aircraft, they
had already gone out, andthat was what we were going t ouse as

the extraction element for getting t hepeople back.

Q To be clear, sir, you had mentioned that chief of
station called you at some point, | think yousaid 2 am V¢ are
not going toquibble astotime. He called and asked for an

aircraft. Vés it your understanding that that was prior t othem



chartering the aircraft, isthat correct?

A | wasn't aware they already started working the
charter actually for the aircraft.

| just continued to
pursue whatever aircraft needed to those folks of
Because | don't think w al | knewthat the charter

aircraft would the one, the aircraft we would get
order to pull those folks out. The intent was to get
| arger that could carry some people back to Tripoli. That was
again ny primary focus, was just get them out of the situation,

focus on the wounded, and then work from there.

Q | think you have alluded to this about keeping clear
chains of comrunication with Benghazi, just to be clear for
the record, and were you contact with any personnel on the
ground during this episode?

A No. And | didthat again,

trying to mnimze corns, and

they were

A had told ne that they had already
chartered an aircraft and they had gone out to assist.
But you had found that out after they had departed?

A After they had departed, correct. At the time |



was, | was on t he phone constantly with t he Libyan
armed forces asking what arethey doing tohelp thesituation; are
they sending forces He was trying t oget security but there
as soon as possible t he Libyan side i norder t oprotectthe
facility, he was of dead ends.

At thetime, he didn't tell me, only because, again, | was
working t he AFRQOM pi ece. He busy with his. Wen he told me
-- but that wouldn't have stopped nme fromtrying t o pursue another
aircraft anyway, because again, | didn't know what was chartered.
| don't know what hi s was, | don't i f was flying
back. M goal was again tofind an aircraft toextract them

| think you said at sone point you were toldi t
would be 6t o 11 hours for an aircraft, and your reactiont o that
was i twas toolong. | nean, can you just

Well, that was --nmy reaction

internally was, we don't have 6 t o 11 hours t owait for

aircraft show up. Again, theperson | am dealing | am
dealing with a different person each time on theother end of the
phone, so don't know -- you know, half thetime | am not sure
who | amtalking to, how good their informationis. | just knew
that, by 4 o'clock, waiting 6 to 11 hours for an aircraft wasn't
going t obe sufficient. Those folks needed t o get out of there
sooner rather than later.

Did they tell you what theorigins of the6

hours --
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> | don't know what kindof
conversations was occurring between AFR GOM and BJOM
having been a military planner, | knowthere isalot of -- there
is alot of phone calls being nade ontheir part andal ot of
options being reviewed ontheir part, butl was not part of those

di scussions.

Movi ng now, i fwe could, at what
time --t othe best of your recollection, at what time exactlydid
us >egin t oevacuate from the i n
Tripoli
| think the decision was nade
about 4 andthat i swhy i ttransitioned. Wen i twas ear

that theaircraft was not going t oarrive ontime, other options
wer e pur sued. I at about 4 am that they
to t he enbassy

That i s when | | said, Hey, | need
you t otake the lead ongetting the vehicles lined up, getting the
people organized t ocone up with the convoy plan t oget al |l the

folks out of there, and sothat i skind of when | transitioned ny

I was still calling AFRQGM at the time, butright now, i t i s

focused on letting them know we ar enoving positionswith this
many people. And they were also asking ne -- AFR QM was asking
ne about nunbers of enbassy personnel because we were going

through the list of who was going t obe evacuated and who was



no, no, no. | had continued

to pursue
because | know many people needed t o be pulled oul
Benghazi. |t wasn't probably until when | -- about 7 or a.m,

just remenber early morning, that when we went down t ot heairport
to nmeet the aircraft, i swhen I ongetting
the vehicle getting it routed and getting the personnel backto
the enbassy conpound and getting themt ot hehospital i nTripoli.
But at this point, | that t he @PS3O had started shifting

he was now managi ng theaircraft had been identified and

now t he @2SCOwas trying tocoordinate any novenments into

Q And you nentioned when t hedecision you thought was
made, t ot he best of your recollection, exactly when did the
evacuation start that decision?

A Theevacuation, itwas4, 5 6am |t wasright
before that. Thereason |I renenber i swe wanted t odoi t before
daylight so we didn't draw attention t o howmany vehicles we were
movi ng, that we couldn't that there wouldn't be any reporting

fromlocal or national reporting our novenents, nunber of



personnel, does not cause concern or also spark too much focus on

Very good. Thank And so let's forward again
if we could. First of where were you in of this? Wre

you involved i nescorting personnel from the enbassy

What was your role then you started mnovement?

Essentially, | was responsible forgetting people to
and from t he enbassy
this to about the return

of the wounded coming i non the charter. So they asked ne t o go
down tothe airfield, meet them at the airfield, and then get them
back tothe hospital totrack them Also we found out that one of
t hem a unique blood type so we found enbassy

had simlar blood type, so | ran back tothe

pi cked her up i norder to get her out to hospital
where she then gave blood i norder to assist the wounded.
Q Very good. And when you were involved i nhelpingthe

novenent of -- facilitate novenent of personnel fromthe enbassy

then was there a point i ntime where you basically

You guys drove, |

take it?

A Yes, we drove. € drove an Subur ban back
and forth. | tisa very short distance, so we were able to doi t
all i ntwo convoys.

Chairman Issa. W will stay on the clock but take a short



break.

[ Recess. ]
BY
Q Back onthe pl ease.

So | want t oask you about what you saw when you arrived |
| amgoing t o you a series of questions. | just
want t opreface by saying what we don't want for youtodo i s for
you talk about internal security arrangements

okay/ but I want

to ask you sone about forexanple. So whenyou
did you
encounter any forces
A Not that I -- theonly thing I was t he Libyan
guards; that were at t hegate. They already knewthat we
were com ng so they had t hegate t oopen once we arrived.
Ot her than there was sone additional Libyan -- that i s

right, there was sone additional Libyan forces present. |
remenber there were some guntrucks. Qun trucks are basically
Toyota pickups with Chinese ai r defense weapons bolted on t he
back. They di d provide additional security outside our enbassy,
and they provide additional security but
they -- they were, you know, they were there i na kind of
informal posture. So I don't think they were aware of the attack
that was going on. They were just there as a presence force.

Q So, just t obe clear, toyour understanding these were
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personnel i naddition tothe normal personnel?

A | naddition tothe kind of normal that i s

Q Hw rmany roughly of these personnel,

personnel, would you say there were?

A again, i twas night. | knowthere was at |east
four or five additional gup trucks at t he enbassy, but |
cannot nany ones were .

Q many personnel, roughly?

A | don't Kknow | don't Kknow Many i ntheir trucks,
many outside their trucks. | don't have a good estimate.

And were there arned US Governnent personnel

as as that Jlocation?

Yes. The standard force that i s provided

Understood. You the cruiser weapons onthe
trucks. Were there any other arnored vehicles of any kind?
A No, i twas limited tothegun trucks. That i st he
pri mary weapon that they mostly have available. The rest of their
equi pment i s pretty poor condition, so your nost reliable ones
are the trucks.
Q Thank you. And then, based on your best recollection,

exactly what time di dthe enbassy personnel conmpletethe



A Approximately about 6 am, toward daybreak.

Ckay. Thank you. And then you alludedto but when

:he evacuation of the enbassy personnel

. _ . you do?
was your mission then and what di d
, stated that one
A At that again,
was primarily to escort wounded, them back t o the hospital
and start facilitating any kind of those forthe people

that were com ng back from Benghazi, getting them back
|[br tothe hospital, whichever the requirement was.
| was also working | know with the enbassy
personnel about starting to list the nanes of was going to be
evacuated, who was going to stay. | was not part those

| primarily focused again on stayingout atthe
hospital and being or a airport and being on call when

needed at that |ocation,

I's fair to say you facilitating that sort of

movenent ?
A That i s correct.

Q O you weren't integrated into the defense

A No, | was not part of the defense The
only thing we were given --we were all given - - i fyou are
military personnel, you were all given a weapon for, one, general

protection and for any additional security that would be needed,



but | was not pant of the integrated plan.

Ami in understanding that standard procedure
e event of certain emergencies was to the enbassy
S0 that that was a scenario that had
been
| was aware i f that ws the e or
if that was a decision was nade. just know when the decision
was rmade, ny mi ssion ws to sure i t happened.
Q your professional military judgment that the
was indeed better than had you

remai ned at the Tripoli enmbassy location?

A I it was just prudent. You consolidate your
security. know, we were -- there wasn't a |ot of security
the
Q | am sorry?
A There wasn't a | ot of security personnel, so it just

seenmed prudent that you combined your resources and in order to
not yourself thin, that you consolidate one location. So,
again, | didn't question the issue of noving.

Woul d you say that consolidated security

was generally better than where you had |left?

And could you characterize it? | mean, ws it

marginally better? Vs it substantially better?



| can't characterizeit, because again, | was

primarily out i ntheTripoli area, so what specific activities

took place, know. Al | | i sl didn't arrive
probably 4 or 5 hours the wave of
from back. So | kept on nove. was not able
to assess
we can maybe just talk briefly about, i ti s our
a teamof

mam
that there was sone discussion about them joining a

flight, a response flight t oBenghazi. m ght be hel pful just
to you alluded t oi tearlier, but I just want toclarify, what
was your relationship to

A Ot her than just a relationship, he was

of the 1208 team again dealing primarily i fthe equipment
i nor there additional training outside of Libya

t hat going occur, that we would coordinate that activity.

But there was no kind of reporting chain between us.
Q And his teamwas a four nan element, including himself?
A four nman element.
Q And were you part of that four nan el ement?
A Negative. | was assigned t ot heenbassy under chief of
m ssion authority.
Q Understood. | just wanted toclarify that. And to the

best of your recollection, were youprivy tothediscussions anong



personnel
t o send
A | was
Q And i sthat beca
alluded t oearlier?
A That i s correct.

Okay. Thanks.

i nformed that intentionof

[Jul riwcSi

, US personnel, about t he

and hi steamt o Benghazi ?

And do you recall what time AFR COM was

histeamt og

time that

Do you have any insight into theconversation that took

pl ace between

AFR GOV at thetime?

down and t oassi st
pretty much what he left it

I just want

down?

stand down. Thankyou.

BY

Q Again, a couple of clarifying questions.

to nmake sure | understand.

and t hechain of conmand

had kind of told ne no, he was

i nthesecurity, andthat i s
toclarify.

Vs i t stay i n place

No, I'msorry, stay i nplace. Not

I just Want

So, on September 10th, let's say, |

think I amcounting 10 uniformed US military personnel i n

Tripoli, and | want t o make sure that | understand that.

Therei s



you and your staff sergeant.
A Correct
Q i sthe that
and three others of the
site security That i sfour.

Correct.

But they were i nTripoli.

They in correct.
Correct,
And then t he had a warrant officer?

A An PSQ an operations coordinator officer, yes.

So that i s10. | just want t o nake sure | understand

the full menu of uniformed individuals.
A Those were t heindividuals | knew, correct.
Q I not leaving anybody out that know of ?
A Not that | knowof .

And we know from sone other reports, including an
unclassified report that the Senate commttee issued recently that
tal ked about various intelligence reports which were issued i n the
nmont hs and weeks preceding t he attack, di dyou have any reason t o
peruse or becone familiar with thelCreporting onthesituation

in Libya or the Mddle East?
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sat t he EAGs and | sat on t he weekly
g There was nothing i nthe that

anything specific tous, or tonme, when | sat there

that. But there were broader reporting,

don't know how or even at all, i twas necessary to
or broad reporting about thesituation i nLibya.
Again, we talked week, so see t he broad

But that i sexactly what i twas, very broad.

And | yout o say that
kind a phone with thechain of
you said that king

shrough hi schain of
hi schain of command. Am | correct i n assumng

was speaking separately through their chain of

at mai n enbassy. | can
that, but I do not know that specifically.
Q But you weren't talkingto
A I was not talkingto

how were your communications being conducted? Wat



physi cal neans were you using?
Primarily by unclassified cell phones because w had
very limited corns capabilities at the time.

And wes sone classified corns agent

had the VIC classified VIC capability,
SO | needed to run classified, I ran up to his office and
then talked through the VIC
But otherwi se you used commerci al
A cell correct, sir.
And i t your understanding that at that at some
point, pursuant to protocol, classified equipment was destroyed?
A
And where in the schene of things was that? Vs that
early M dstrean? Do you have any recollection at what point
destruction order came out?
| don"t. Itws mdstream | know it ws |ate at
night, but, again, | don't renenber a specific time. But |
remember pulling out the burn barrels and everything that needed
to be done to destroy it .

Q O the communications aspect only, not naybe the
classified documents, but on the communications angle only, did
that destruction inhibit your communications at al | because now
you are wusing only unclassified corns?

A No, itdid not limit ne atall.

52
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Q Okay. W also know that was ableto
redirect a drone which was overflying Derna over t o Benghazi. Did
you have any knowl edge of t he that was being --

A | knew t he I SR was bheing flown over and that that feed
was being to but | than that, | was not aware of

But you had no visibility into the reporting

that drone?

i nyour conversations, mentioned searching for
an for the purposes of evacuation.
A
Did ever have discussions about thepossibilityof
ground of sone sort arriving i nTripoli?
A No, we di dnot discuss that.
Hw about an AGC 130?
A Well, we didn't talk specific platforms. You are

asking for a capability. Do you want a strike capability or do
you want an evac, you know, a lift capability. were focused on
the lift capability. | know there was some discussion about
having a strike capability, whatever that mght be, whether --
again, | don't get into thespecific platforms, whether i ti san
or a gunshi p.
No, we didn't talk about those, but we also recognized up

front we were primarily focused on evacuation, because i f we



didn't have a good picture on the ground, we weren't sure what a

kinetic capability would be used for since we have enough
eyes t okind of determne what a target would

Q So bear with ne for just a second. So, i nthe strike

you had brief conversations about that, an extended

conversation, a cursory conversation?

A A brief conversation.
And t he upshot those brief conversations was that
such strike capability not possible? Applicable?
At thetime, we didn't think it applicable, andthe

was, you know, | worked as a battle captain for

Odyssey | knew where t he aircraft were located. |
of you know, understand that they are probably
com ng out of Aviano at best. And just by doing the mat h

in ny head, knowing by thetime they even got there, those
aircraft would be able toreturn. W still wouldn't know
whet her there were There was still no that were
in thearea. That | knew So what | thought was focus ont he
evacuation capability because i t was unlikely that a
capability would be available.

Q And i nthestrike capability aspect, speaking t o that
now, di dyou convey that totheothers that you were working with

within t heTQC?

A |f | and | had briefly talked about i t
saying what would be thepros and cons toit. Again, since we
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weren't sure what we had on the ground, we weren't sure thati t
could cause greater problems; i tcould cause local indigenous
forces toturn. You know, we had gone through all those options
in our head. W figured, at thetime, the best option was just to
focus, t he evacuati on assets as best we coul d.

And di d you have any indication for you personallyto

those of the strike options to the deputy chief
of
x do
'
was | hi m -
Wio i s "he"?

sorry, Greg Hicks, the DM At thetime, we said
not sure that could arrive any faster than the evacuation
aircraft. Ve are working all options. And | knowthat the
pl anners back at AFR QM were al so |ooking at all options. But
capability was kind of understood not to be readily available

any faster than an evacuation capability.

So just toclarify, you mentioned deliberations about
the perceived factors to take into considerationfor pulling
strike aircraft. You said "we were discussing."” Can you just
define who you neant by --

| am sorry. | tis nmyself, He and |

were discussing, again, what would be the impact, pros, cons,
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understanding that i shaving that di scussion
there. | H I * wanted t ounderstand all t he
options, i ncase t oadvise or make any kind of advice or
So | U
A
Vés that was generated anongst
the or was i t sort i fyouWll, by
sone AFR Gawp
A was sone indication from AFR QOM But, again, we
are all planners i nsimilar training, we were taking
options automatically. V@ AFRI GQOM was thinking them
think them as well. Again, that i skind of chal kboard type of

planning: Wat i savailable? Wat i sout there? Wat are
capable of
| I see. Thank you.

are about done with our hour, Sso we

can go of f t he

EXAM NATI ON

V& can go back ontherecord. Thetime i snow 12:45,

| on behalf of theminority staff of the
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and Governnent Reform I would just liketo
t hank you again for taking thetime speak for us and for your
I will take a nmoment t oreintroduce myself. ©M nanei s
am counsel with theminority. am here
by joined here by ny colleagues and

well as our colleagues on t he Arned Services Conmittee,

| would like tofirst just note that we appreciate your
responses during thelast Ve found that information you
provided t o be very informative. And thefor thepurposes of this
hour we woul d torevisit I think a of those
topics really just conplete therecord and toclarify some of

that you gave. So our intent really i sjust for

conpl eteness of therecord and not necessarily annoy you by
asking sone of sane questions.

| like t o begin our conversation with thesite security
team the SST team V¢ have discussed how that m ssion evolved
t hroughout 2012 during t helast hour. I would like t ofocus on
the time following the end of the m ssion on August 3rdand 4t h.

Maybe you can help clarify for us, after the ended,
when di dt he personnel associated with the SST element, whendid
they depart Libya?

A | don't renenber I t was a couple weeks
after, but i twasn't toolong after theend of the m ssion.

Q Ckay. And after the end of their mssion, what was
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their

at the end of the mssion, the hope was at t he
time that the 1208 or PSI's would be sothe 1208 could
It clear that that was going t ohappen any time
soon. So since i twas clear that they going t o be
engaged i n the 1208 those i twas t he
decision that return t otheir famlies and the got

approved, they would return.

joint then, t odraw down that team Even thought he
ision had ended, the decision t orenove the 12 nenbers, was that
joint decision?

A A joint decision between AFR GQOM and the enbassy?

A I don't know how of ajoint that was.
Q Okay, But the conversations leading uptothe end the
m ssion, was there a close communication between AFRQAQM and t he

chief of mssion?

A Yes, there was. There was consensus t othe deci sion.

| don't know how nmuch nore detail than that.

Q Thank you. That is very helpful. I would like t oturn
to the night of the attacks. Fast forward. You had mentioned
during the last hour that prior t othe attack, prior t othe events

unfolding in Benghazi, that youwere aware of protests occurring

el sewhere in the Mddle East.
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Could you just maybe el aborate on that and help us
understand your was of the events unfolding

across theregion and how you becane aware of those events?

A V& were just simply watching the news. W

of what Vs going Ve you thefilm  But
at thetime, we were kind of focused on -- | was kind of focused
on -~ ongoing activities with the cooperation. So
I didn't tooinvolved i ntheunderstanding of what was going
on regionally. At that time, again, | was focused on ny
engagement | had with the Libyan armed forces. So, again, i twas
broadly understand that what we were seeing i nnews

reports and what we were generally talking about i nthe
was that was going on, but | wasn't privy to any other
beyond that,
Q So these events were throughout the day?
A That correct.

And ot her enbassy personnel or your military colleagues

were also aware of theprotests?

A Correct.

Can | just ask, were you watching television i nthe
nd?
A Yes.

I s that how you first became aware of it ?

A V& were all watching thetelevisions i nour --we al |
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Can just askwho el se youwere watching or receiving
reports with?
| don't at the time,.
t obe clear, didyousubsequently discussthe
anybody el se at post?

| don't remenber.

Ckay. learning of the events, the incident at
t he Benghazi speci al compound, youwere discussing during
the last hour your with the JOGC at AFR QM
Q forthe record, youtell us what the JOCis?
Joint Operations Center. | tis, again, where

-- any andal | activities arekind of coordinated through that
is t he AFR QOM headquarters. That i stheorganization
call inorder tostart informationthroughout t he

comand.

Ckay. And during the last hour, youdiscussed kindof
the of communications youhadwith the AFR GOM JCC
Were you also i ntouch with the SOCAFR CA JOC?

A No, that was who was primarily i n touch
with them | had sat i n on sone discussions with
on that, but again, i twas mostly a discussion of what aircraft
they had available. So, again, we were kind of coordinating

activity on what aircraft or who was pursuing what type of
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Sure. And you before that you had placed
several calls to the AFR QM Hw would you characterize the
frequency of the communications? Ws this an open line of
communi cation? the conmmunications staggered?

| t was nore staggered. Again/ there wasn't a | ot of
personnel there, so while | am working on stuff within the

amcalling at least every hour or every other hour,

because, again, 1 need to give them sone time to start working the

issue and | follow up.
So, during this were you aware of what
information receiving from other sources?
A

Okay. Vés the line of communication, would you
characterize i t as mostly one way inthe sense of you were feeding
information to the J& or were they also then providing
information to of their situational awareness?

A Most |y one way. | was providing themthe information.

Ckay. Were they giving you any information to help
informyour situational awareness?

A Not at this time.

Q Were you limted inany way in the information that you
could provide or receive?

A No. Again, when i tis a crisis situation, regardl ess

of the method of comunication, | provided al |l the information by
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what ever immediate source available.
Q And was that source?
A Uncl assified. Hand cell phone.
Q Okay. And di dyou t he communi cations t o be

reliable that night?

A Li bya? V¢ had where t he phones kept
dropping, i tgot later i nthe evening. But |
felt they were sufficient that | was at |east gettingthe

Information back t ot he AFR GQOM
And youfelt, even though youwere discussing potential
response over an open line, that youstill were able t oprovide

the informationthat youthought was necessary and

Tothe DOC  Can youjust walk us through howyou were
relaying the informationyouwere any of the informationyou
may have been receivingfromthe AFRCGOM DCOC or any of the updates
they may have provided

A Well, they weren't giving ne any updates direct again
over an unclassified line. They weren't feeding ne t he
information. The only informationl really hitting themup
for was, again, how soon we could get an available aircraft, and
they were just feeding ne informationthat they were either
working i tor that thetimeline they hoped t oget i t i nwas pretty

the only informationthey were feeding ne.
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Q What about the other direction? Can you describe sort

of how information was to t othen go tothe DO
V¢ were al lon the sane V& were al |l very
close S0, you | was probably within 10 feet of

10 feet of the DOM at al most any given time.

So soon as | woul d hear something or say sonmething,
then | trytoconvey what | could to But
again, we didn't have a lot of VW& were all, you
working very trying toget

Li byans. So was the DOM so was M.

Everybody was trying t o get information. There just

alotwe getting back. That was part of the problem
What were able to initially?
That we that the consulate bei ng by

somet hing or sonmeone. That we needed t o get them out as soon as

possible. W knewthat the had l'iton fire and
that, at that point, again but we didn't have any indications
of wounded. W didn't have indications t he anmbassador
was. W didn't have any indications who was still around. W had

[ittle information because the folks there that were onthe
ground were split, so they didn't have any visibility on where
everybody was at the time. So, again, we were working of f very

[ittle information.

Q Okay. | think you touched on it , but. could you naybe



just elaborate on your understanding of ot her role
during - -

A VWhi ch personnel ?

Q You mentioned you were i na place -- I
will ask i tthis way. Wiere were you and t he DOM and t he DAT
physically located you were running corns?

A Ve were right outside thehbuilding where t he RO

operations was | ocated. So, physically, we areal | within,
again, between and SO feet at any given time.

Q that theTactical Operations

A Tactical Operations

The folks who were i nthe Tactical Operations Center,
what were their roles during this process?

Well, again, since everybody was consolidated i n here
trying t oget information. You had the RO trying t o get
information their folks, RSGs that were out i n Benghazi.
Of course, you had just kind of thestaff personnel who wereal |
just on standby. W had one administratorwho was simply trying
to, you know, take notes. But, again, there were so nany phone
conversations going on that she couldn't consolidate any notes.

was working t he phones with t he Libyans. Pretty
much t he primary busy people were working with
the Libyans, sowas theDOM M. Geg Hicks, and M. |
was contacting hi scontacts out of

Benghazi, while Geg Hicks was contacting government | eadership
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But mpost folks outside of that small you know, the
security circle and the | eadership, didn't have much of a

The consular didn't have nuch role. The conputer folks were

just making sure things were operational. But everybody was

also at thetime i nthe back of their mnd at thetime thinking,

What do we have t otake we t o get out of
And last hour vyour
background as a military Can you just describe a little
bit nore about your your experience pl anning?
A | have been a military planner. | have -- right

t hat had done COdyssey as part of the battle captain,
so | understand kind of how -- where the air operations center i s.
| have done planning with targeting. have been a military

intelligence planner. So everything from planning duringthe
buildup tolrag, how we were going tofeed i nintel, how we were
pipe i nintel, what kind of access we had available.
Everything t o being a plant security operations planner at US
Arny Africa. Again, how do we train forces, what assets are used
to train forces, what resources and funding can we use.
So | have got pretty extensive both military intelligence and
as well as tactical i nthe sense that | was on tanks for 4 years.
| have al so done planning on thetactical forward capabilities,
mostly i nground warfare. Not too nuch beyond that.

Thank you. That i svery helpful. So isi tsafe tosay
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then that you were drawing upon your specialized training and
experience then when you began making phone calls trying t owor

get t owork moving into

a general understanding of what assets were

avail able general So we
those knowi ng that we were askedf or

t hat mysel f or wer e
prepared give advice as best we could,

What informed that general understanding?

had been part of Odyssey in beginning, so |l
was fam liar with what air bases were i nthearea. | was
with type of systems were there duringthat time and
what had left shortly after thebeginning of Gdyssey I also

knew what kind of assets NATOhad i nt hearea. Again, i ngeneral,
a understanding of what i sout there i ncase sone of the
military planners started discussingwhat our options are, we c
better state back what we think we needed.

Ckay. t hedi pl omatic personnel at post, di dthey
have t he sane kind of awareness of what AFR OOM assets were?

A No, | don't believe so. Again, they would ask myself

or information.

Q Can you describe for us what t henine line evac report

is?
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That is just standard evacuation report that
we use for kind of medical evacuation. You type
of wound, whether i tis walking wounded, whether i tis critical.

I't a very report amongst al | the services.

And, just to kind of return tothe timeline, to
the best of your recollection when did you begin making

reparations for potential

Wel I, i mmediately. | mean, that was again the
assumption was we understood the attack and we thought
what ever we got to do, let's start planning that to

pull themout. So that was an inmmediate thing. That is why we
called back initially requesting, can you have an aircraft
available i fw have to pull them out?

S you didn't wait until you or made
aware of an order to evacuate any personnel?

A No. No. W immediately started thinking about

evacuation and the potential.

Okay. And you mentioned that in the course of that
pl anning and meking those preparations, that you reached out to

your contacts i n the Benghazi Air

A

Q To the runway, so to speak, into Benghazi?

A Right. That, one, that we nmy need -- that we were
probably going to request access to airfield, that we wer

going to need to request access to their airspace, and then

e



about an hour after the initial call, requesting one of their air

assets as a potential option for evacuation.
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RPTS
[l p.m]
BY
And just canyoudescribe or characterize their
A | t was very positive. hasically gave us carte
bl anche, whatever we to i norder todoit, that they
support They needed know what i t would be and
sothat they prepare f or what
woul d be
q And how
A upon ny phone call t othem
I think during thelast hour, youalso touched on there
being a threat. Canyoujust maybe describe generally for
us thethreats that -- anysurface-to-air threats i nlLibya?

A Well, | nean, we about t he The St ate
Department had been working with the Libyan -- the Libyan Arned
Forces on MMNPAD col lection. I mean, that's obviously atopici n
terms of the government. V& were quite well aware that there i s a
MANNPAD t hreat there. just being onnotice, prudent
planning i s understanding that there may be athreat there, we
have t otake that into consideration for anything that we do i n

the area. Atthetime I didn't have specifics, I just --
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specifics Iike what MNINPADs were out who had them and i f
were even near the Benghazi airport, sowe had to takei t
seriously that i tcould potentially be a threat.
Ckay. i tsafe to say that the AFR QM chainof

command was al so aware of that sane threat?

I would say that's a safe bet, yes. Anytime fly
an aircraft area may be considered hostile, you
al ways consider a MANNPAD threat.

Wien you mentioned during the last hour specific strike

I believe referred to aircraft, to
the Avi ano Did that name cone t o mi nd because that nane was
presented to as an option?

No, it'sjust because | wasfamiliar with what's at

Aviano. | wasfamiliar with what bases hadaircraft during
Odyssey Dawn. only onel renmenbered was Aviano had airframes,
but, again, that was ne thinking through what are al |l our

andwas Aviano a likely source of aplatformthat our
AFR QM coul d provi de.
Q Okay. Anddid you have anydirect conversations with
the diplomatic staff about using strikeaircraft?
A No. Wat we talked again, was -- ne and
tal ked about --we talked about what assets were out-
there, and, i fwe were going to get requested by AFR GOM what di d
we advise, we thought through al | our options internally, i fthere

strike aircraft would be recommended, would we prefer where we
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lift people out. W were falking internally about our options,

but 1 don't I at all specifically about specific

airframes t o the enbassy staff.
t he events -- as the events were

personal ly have any concerns about the safety

security of enbassy inTripoli?
A At the | didn't have thetimetoworry that.
My first reaction was get them consolidated, get evacuat ed,
and then | had, course, the t hat getting ready to
fly i nthe morning. | t he RO about that security

I just needed t o focus on

During t he hour you therole that you
when order was t o consolidate
Can describe sonme of the challenges

that you faced i nexecuting?

A e was just kind of getting a grasp of where everybody
is at, trying toget them up i nthe sane vehicles,
trying tofigure out i fwe had enough vehicles f or enough people
we wanted t o nove, because we had nore people than we did vehicles
to nmove all the personnel. Started prioritizing our nmovenments as
well as simply --it wasn't adifficult nove, but i twas also a
nove that we didn't want to highlight. W didn't want t o draw
attention to ourselves by having a large convoy run across and

draw t he attention of the So i twas just simply kind of
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soon as possible the nunber of vehicles we had.
kay. Canyou describe for Us whether or not --or
tell us or | ed
arole the
A At that i don't playing a
e inthat consolidation. He consolidated us. had
sothey were able nmove ontheir own. They
part of -- was focused on enbassy personnel.

mlitary personnel could handle themselves.
Q Vé woul d like t o revisit a question that
was asked to you during last andthe hope here is
to get this inyour owwords. But you had characterized an order
you thought that was to and |
just to hear from you how do you characterize the
order that they received on whether or not to nove?

Certainly the way wunderstood i twas when initially

the call to go out andassist in Benghazi, that
-- when | talkedt o that he had
also notified AFRQOMof his desire to participate inthat -- or,

I'msorry, not AFRQOM SOCA- at the time. SOCAF nmade the
determination that they wanted themto stay in place because there
was such limited security at the current embassy, andwe weren't
sure, nobody was sure, what the ground looked |ike forward, and

that his best view atthat time was help to resecure the enbassy.
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So when | talked about that was pretty much
the way i t was portrayed t o ne.
Richards, And when you say "enbassy," yo

and t he

general of enbassy

rants of Septenber 11 and how

uremain inTripn
For
During that month period do you
i mprovements that were nmade t osecurity?
A Wel |, already had t he Marines into provide
security at the enmbassy. |Immediately upon their
arrival, weapons, concertina wire, sensors, everything was placed
-- of enhancenents were done with what they came i n
with t oprovide security.
Q And how quickly was that done?
Wthin 24 hours. The Marines have are pretty quick

at being able to --

Q Ckay. So | would like to ask you about when you went
to receive theaircraft from Benghazi with the wounded on

okay? You said that sent you tothe airport



and | , we went tocollege together and were conm ssioned

get her sent you tothe airport, and you said you took a 19

ta
A

What i sa 19 Delta?

a 19 Delta i s a Special Forces Speci al
capabilities todo nore first aid. So he was
able to t hem and assist with the Libyan doctors in

hel ping both the wunded men.
Ckay. let's peel that back alittlebit,
| aunched the what was your understanding of the

severity of the

A | remenmber right, one had a severe neck wound; the
other one had a | eg Wund. Both individuals were
bl eeding severely, and that quickly t ogettransport

to the hospital.

And you arrive at the before theairplane

got there?

A Al most simultaneously.

Q Al most simultaneous?

A | t was al most simultaneous. They were pulling as |
was pulling in.

Q And were there Libyan medical personnel greeting them
at the time?

A There was a Libyan anbulance that was already there,
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and had a doctor on board the anbulance to provide
assistance.
Ckay. describe transfer the
the and tell me about the
Delta took.

I remenber what specifically the 19 Delta

because | starting to --» 1 was looking what kind of
route we needed to i fthere was any security issues along
hat | needed t o take into consideration, 19

The route from the t o the hosp 17

From airfield tothe hospital,

The ambul ance when t he plane pulled up, we had
compl ete access the airport, t he anbul ance was able t o pull
right t he base of the aircraft, so t he wounded were able to
literally walk and enter theaircraft.
They were ambul atory?

A e was ambul atory. The second one, | believe, was
not .

They went into the anbulance. | believe at that
time the 19 Delta also joined them and i mmedi ately we noved
out tothe hospital, and i t was a relatively quick nove.

And once you got tothe hospital, you just -- you
al l owed the Libyan medical officials to --

A The 19 Delta kind of took over. H worked with t he
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Li byan officials. That's when | got notice

one of t hewunded had a bl ood type, so we scrambling
find out who had a similar blood type, we did find

at

you characterize the 19 Delta's role
integral tothecare?

absolutely.

that's i tfor ne.
we're done, we'll gooff

the record,

just like toclarify
and t he role of t he evacuation
of theTripoli Enbassy to the
Yeah, he didn't have any direct
as i trelated t oenbassy personnel, which was t hepiece | was
>rking, but himand t heteamdi d do route reconnaissance, route
security prior to movi ng
S he did play arole i nthe
general sense, but not specifically with t henovenent of enmbassy
personnel .

Fine. Thank you.

Q I think both sides here aregoing to, as our colleagues



just try t oplay out that arestill unclear in
our mnds, so just bear us. W're going t ogo back forth
a bit so we have sone of this clear.
want totalk now for just about t he Benghazi group
moving t ot he Benghazi Annex. know that's going back a bit from

our discussions. How did you learn that that novement was taking

't have any of t hedetails, so can't

about exactly | just know that they, too,
their position. Again, | was just trying tofigure
out when they were t o nove theairport sol could alert

the air operations center that they were going t obe at the
airport, and hopefully by then we had an aircraft.

I think you earlier that's when you
| earned then that the Annex, i nfact, existed?

A Correct.

Q And di dyou express any surprise of that or say, what
is this facility, or, who arethese people?

A No, | didn't question. Again, being a military
intelligence officer, | knowthings are out there. So, no, | was
not surprised by it.

Q Sure. then i nt henormal reporting relationships
that you had and t he phone calls and so forth you were making,

presumably you reported that fact upt oa higher authority, or no?
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] No. | was focused nunber of again,

how nmany people are going t o be at t heairport and how many people

do we need t otransport, but I was not other than that, no, |
was not that there i san alternatefacility there
Okay. i twas provided information for you

sone other activities?

that conveyed a higher authority?
A or may | amnot sure.

know. Fine, Thank you.

it we could now go back from Benghazi to

Tripoli, and just want ask a point of clarification about
what you and hi sintention and desireto
at sone point transit t oBenghazi. So tobe clear, when t he first
flight, left t hechartered jet, the US
civilian personnel were still at Enbassy Tripoli; i sthat correct?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And so -- and then you mentioned, you alludedto

a discussion that you had, may have had, with about
his men's t he importance of them helping t o secure t he enbassy
in Tripoli?

Correct.



that first left?

[ Nonver bal
Then forward a little whent he
second t he Li byan
A
so. Let ne take that back. | believe so.
sura what that aircraft took off, but by then
ve they took of f at and at that time we had

o

about i t because | think you alluded when we were talking a coupl

hours ago that this time you were at t he that t he
Americans were now at and t he second response flight
was being you were moving I you were
not on

A Correct. At that time | was getting on
receiving folks that were already com ng back fromt he

chartered aircraft.

And soi si tfair tosaythat at that point, at the

point where now i salleged t o have considered
joining the second response flight, isi tfair tosaythat your
know edge of hi s how that al | transpired i ssonmewhat |imited?

Is that fair to
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Correct. | am not aware any desire by himtohit
a second rotation. | was not of that.
And itfair say -- are you clear or
uncl ear about whether he and his were integrated

| know i s| had the Special Forces medic. So

whet her they were getting integrated or ['"'m not aware
to what extent they integrated, | that hisnedic at
that time was with hel ping with

Ckay. That's helpful. Thank

Wien di dyou learn thefirst flight left?
a hours after, 2 am or
After i t had left?
After i t had
Ckay. And sonewhere i nthat timeline we know, because
told us i n another that he had a
conversation with Do you have any

know edge of that conversation?

A | don't.
Pardon ne?
A \ not .

Q You do not .
And t o t he extent that you have an understanding of what

was instructed t o do by whoever gave him those
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how i s i tthat you have that know edge?

told ne that he was told to

stay at thefacility, at the enbassy facility.

then when you went tothe airport t oreceive wounded,
and you his 19 Delta with you, because the 19 Delta was from
correct?

i tjust thetwo of you that went to the

| had sone State Departnment personnel, | also had
a Libyan one State Department person cannot renenber who
| threw i nthe back, | needed an body; and one ny Libyan
| do knowthat of | team of the

four, one had broken foot, so he wasn't getting on anything too
fast, tooquick. All 1l knowi s and t he one ot her
individual, not sure what they were doing at that time, and
themedic was with me. They may have been assisting i n other
efforts. That's speculation on ny part.

Q Okay. And do you have any recollection that

| had asked t o go tothe airport either instead of you or
with you?

A | don't recall that.



Shifting gears Anmbassador
pl anned visit to when di d you learn that
totravel to Benghazi?
was couple days prior to him departing.

of him

meki ng that

himinthe morning, so | had a good chance kind of
talk with generally about and that when | was nade
aware that he going to Benghazi.
Q you aware of any concerns within the
enbassy or other US Government personnel about Anbassador
plans to travel to Benghazi?
They not verbalize i ti fthey had i tto ne
Ckay. lastly, didyou have any discussion with
your chain of command about the plans to travel to
Benghazi ?
A
Q | think this isthe last time we'll shift, Post
attack. you ever debriefed by your chain of conmand or by
other US military personnel about what took place on the night
of the attack?

A

Q To your know edge didthe US military conduct a

82
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formal after-action review of what took place i n Benghazi?

| believe did. | didnot seetheresults of

ny idea when?

Di d you

your activities that day or

A | was tor one,
fol you said you were not aware of the timing
of you heard there have been one. How di dyou becone
aware of that, that there been an AAR soneti me?
A I't" sstandard military practice that you always conduct

an AR after any kind of significant event, so |l just know that

from general know edge. But | didn't -- 1 don't know i f and when
that report would have been produced, but it's an automatic
en somet hing l'ike that happens, there i s always going

automatic review.
Sure.
lastly our side, were you interviewed by t he ARB?

Negative.

BY
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you know i f your records or or anything of
that were collected conveyed t he ARB? Do you have any

know edge of that?

A Not that |'m aware of .
t ojunp around a just couple
were talking t he SST nmenbers doing

'h t he Libyan Special Forces

recall when that beg

t begin after you arrived?
began after | correct,
shortly after you arrived?
Early summer, maybe timeframe. They were

focused on the SST mission, but the understanding that

transition going t o happen, there was sone early
engagenent . assessnment i sa prog term An assessment can
simply be with folks and understanding who you're dealing

with, assessing i fthis isacredible organization,

Q And do you know i fi twas a daily thing or --
At that time I'm not sure i fi twas daily or weekly.
Didi t becone nore frequent or --

| t becanme nmore frequent over time, at least daily.

o > 0 >

At least daily?
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A again, cultural understanding, people that
you're about t ostart trainingwith i nLibya, t odevelop
that trust youWant t o at least once a day, i f anything maybe
even hell o,

Under st ooxd.
when you were witht he

with AFR GQOM was there ever any

indication di scussion reach regional allies
in Europe for
A I"mnot aware i f AFRRGOM hadthose discussions.
Ckay. And then nor e, you, in your
did youever inter -- email or correspond:

electronically with State Departnment personnel inthe course of

A  Oh
Q Vés there a specific focus of the comrunication?
Primarily, again, al ltraining andequipping of foreign
forces hast ohave State Department approval, so before | did
anything, particularlyi fthey were interested in buying a
particular weapons system immediately | would |let the State
Department know, you know, Libyans want t opurchase item A i s

this something we think the State woul d want t o

Q Vés there ever anydiscussion with the State Department

about the SST?
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A | sati non of those meetings, but ny
i
responsibilities not correlate t one emailing them about SST

Ckay.

we're kind of at a category of lessons |earned
The Commi ttee, anong other things, i s especially
interested i nensuring that individuals i nyour situation got the
proper commrunications Were there deficiencies, i nyour
i nthis episode i nequipnment or processes that
an situation for yout oproperly
fully andappropriately?

Are you asking nme after thefact?

believe t hefact, looking back, that you
wer e inadequately or prepared t oconmunicate asyou
t hought
A I think we -- thought during the time we felt we had

sufficient communications, because, again, we were a very small
post with a very [ owprofile. After theincident i twas clear
that we recognized quickly that we needed nore redundant
communi cations. As soon as thefirst aircraft landed, it gave ne
additional conms capabilities so |l could contact back t o AFR COM
initially we realized there were shortcom ngs.
Wen you say "redundant,” you nean there just weren't

enough phones t ogo around, or you mean i t wasn't



Different types of phones. know, again, t heLibyan

phone system started cutting out on us quite bit. That's when

| at that time, a SAT phone, which then they down
on t he next so that | would never drop communications
So, I twas just having redundant types

communi cation with different systems,
And t he absence of assurability t ocomunicate 1
classified i nany way?
A No, not ne. The big key here is, again, since ny
was of Security Cooperation --
sorry, in t heattack, not ir
the course

A No, | did not feel that that hindered ne at

[''m Security Cooperation, since ny primary functioni s
not really t o have redundant communications, again, I work i nthe
open, work i ntheclear, | work with Libyan forces, soit's not

traditional that | would have backup systems. That would usually
reside i nthe DY office, and they do have extra SAT phones, and
they have extra capabilities that | do not have. But that doesn't
nean that they weren't there, just | didn't have them

Q Okay. So you were talking personally about what was
available you personally, not necessarily at t he post?

A Correct.

Q | see. That's very helpful.

And similarly, i nhindsight, didyou experience any kind of
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confused lines of authority or cross-talking that needed t o be --

A | didnot. | felt thelines of authority were pretty

clear for us.

And that each of the various groups there

hopeful |y t otheir senior and that you were
appropriately decgnfiicting at your level?
A felt comortable withit.

i think that for now concludes the majority

portion of t hequestions. @ off the pl ease.
Let's go back ont he pl ease.
M. I would just like to point of

clarification regarding after-action reports. Ve ve providedthe

House Armed Services Committee al | after-action reports relatedto

this, and General Denpsey has given a classifiedbriefing

regarding those reports, so. They i npossession of t he House
Arned Services Comm ttee, and | acknow edge there no
AAR though there areother and

Special Forces-specific AARs that arewith the Congress currently.

Thank you.

Q VWhile we're on the AAR portion, we're talking about
formal AARs, but there's also an informal AAR process. Did you

have occasion t odiscuss with either I | or your @
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chain of conmmand of | essons |earned and of the

ressions you went as you thought about what happened
over the next weeks?

Over than with and myself talking
inform woul d have done different, noother chain
for formal or AAR from ne.
kay. Going to the nit-picking,

was
bel onged
Okay. know, we're tot

lexicon, the termi nology stand-down, solet's approach i t from
different way. Vés i t your understanding that SOCAF had
a specified task or mssion or implied
task to doanything revolving around Enbassy Tripoli, or wasthere
a lack of any guidance whatsoever?
A No, the way | understood from was he

was told to stay in place to assist with the security of the

Q So he had a m ssion statement, essentially a mission
statement or a task?
This is from the way | understood it.
So | don't know specifically what SOCAF told him That's theway
| understood i t from

Q | t was clearly not just go back to your quartersand



It was not go back t oyour quarters hangout .
much. That's alll've got.

Have you got sonet hing?

The question was hi s not
AFRR QM directly?
Correct,

And youwere talking t o

Anything else?

Off the Thanks,
| Just wanted t osay on behal f
Chairman | ssa how much he appreciates youcomng. | know you cane
all from andwe just really appreciate your

ss andyour service. Thank you so
much o

Thank you. Appreciate it all.

[ Wher eupon, at 1:35 p.m, theinterview
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