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Cartoonist’s view

No one has worked
harder than San Jose Rep.
Zoe Lofgren to restore
Americans’ right to pri-
vacy and to protect Silicon 
Valley companies from the 
excesses of the National
Security Agency.

Lofgren was a driving
force Thursday in a major 
victory for Fourth Amend-
ment supporters. In a
stunning, bipartisan turn-
about, the House voted
293-123 to effectively block
the NSA from conduct-
ing warrantless backdoor 
searches of Americans’
communication devices.

It fundamentally alters
the NSA debate, which 
until now has been domi-
nated by California Sen.
Dianne Feinstein’s view
that when it comes to na-
tional security, individual 
rights go out the window.
The House’s power play af-
firms the value citizens of
all political beliefs place on
their right to privacy.

As Kentucky Republi-
can Rep. Thomas Massie
told reporters, “The 
American people are sick
of being spied on.”

Attempts last month
to rein in the NSA were
cut off by members of 
the powerful House and
Senate intelligence com-
mittees. But Lofgren
teamed up with Republi-
cans Massie and Rep. Jim
Sensenbrenner, R-Wis., 
to sponsor an amendment 
to what they recognized
as another opening in the 
2015 defense appropria-
tions bill.

Their amendment bars
the NSA from spending
money to plant devices in
hardware and software
without a warrant and
then accessing private 
emails, texts and even data 
on people’s whereabouts.

Besides being a personal 
affront, trashing U.S.
tech companies’ security 
systems has seriously
undermined their ability to
compete in a world mar-
ket. Asian and European 
competitors already are 
using it against Silicon Val-
ley products. The damage 
to the U.S. economy is
estimated to reach nearly
$200 billion by 2016.

This battle is far from
over, however. In the 
Senate, Feinstein will
stand up for the NSA.
The argument is that
limiting the NSA’s access 
to citizens’ data makes 
the United States more 
vulnerable to terrorists.
But no one — not the head
of the NSA, Feinstein nor 
even President Barack
Obama — has produced a
shred of evidence that the
surveillance programs are
anything more than fishing
expeditions with virtually
nothing to show for them.

Critics of the House vote
also are carping that this
backdoor run at a budget
amendment allowed too lit-
tle time to debate an issue
of such magnitude. Point 
taken. But the leadership
had prevented the debate 
from taking place earlier,
so this was the only chance 
to be heard.

The debate really
shouldn’t be complicated.
Privacy is privacy, and
either Americans have a 
right to it or they don’t.

By a ratio of nearly
3-to-1, Republican and
Democratic members of
the House on Thursday
voted their support for the
Fourth Amendment right 
to privacy. Now Silicon
Valley — and all Ameri-
cans — should let their
senators know whose side
they’re on.

Lofgrenwins
a round in
privacy fight

High-quality early
education essential

Budget season in Sacra-
mento is an interesting time 
and much of the analysis will 
focus on short-term winners 
and losers. The governor 
and Legislature should be 
commended for investing in 
the state’s long-term human 
capital needs.

The budget Gov. Jerry
Brown signed Friday includes 
a $264 million early learning
budget package to improve
existing programs, in addition 
to an important long-term
commitment to high-quality
0-5 education for the children 
who need it most. Our state
currently serves only half of 
eligible preschool-aged chil-
dren in public programs, and
just 6 percent of the state’s
most vulnerable infants and
toddlers receive high-quality
care and support.

The Silicon Valley Lead-
ership Group and its nearly
400 member companies have 
long supported these types 
of investments. We know
that playing catch-up is not a
sustainable model. Research 
is clear on the positive effects 
of high-quality early education
and intervention. Addressing
the opportunity gap today is
imperative to Silicon Valley
and California’s future.

Dennis Cima
Senior Vice President

Silicon Valley Leadership Group

Don’t derail plan to rid
El Camino of blight

I am writing on behalf of 20
other Menlo Park residents 
frustrated by the continued
blight on El Camino Real and
it’s impediment to increased 
vibrancy of our downtown 
area. This blight deprives our 
community of a vibrant central
gathering place and addi-
tional tax revenue to support 
our schools and other civic 
services.

The approved Downtown 
Specific Plan  seeks to end the 
blight and improve downtown 
vibrancy. Unfortunately, the 
plan is now at risk of being
derailed by a small group of
residents via a deeply flawed 
initiative, without involvement 
from city decision-makers or 
the public.

Our community will collect 
millions of dollars in taxes and 

fees. People living/working 
here would be spending money
in our downtown, helping our 
small businesses, creating
vibrancy, generating sales
tax revenue, jobs, and other 
benefits.

We hoped the very public
DTSP process would finally rid 
our city of this blight. Menlo
Park deserves better.

Jason Pfannenstiel 
Menlo Park

Electing Cortese won’t
result in new funding

Some of my neighbors tell 
me they’re going to vote for 
Dave Cortese for San Jose
mayor because he’ll “make 
peace with the unions.”

If you’ve been around 
long enough to recognize the 
name Carm Grande, you’ll 
know that the police officers’
association was never run
like The Friends of Joyce El-
lington Library. And if you’ll
recall Carm Grande’s style of 
leadership, you’ll know that 
sometimes there is no such
thing as “making peace with 
the unions.”

I have great admiration 
for the San Jose police, and
when conditions allow, I think 
they should get a pay raise. 
However, I don’t think that 
electing Dave Cortese is go-
ing to be a way of finding the 
money.

It reminds me of a friend
who’s vacationing in Europe
this summer. Knowing he 
was broke, I asked him how
he could manage it. He said

money isn’t a problem. He’s
going to use a credit card.
Well, I hope he has a good
time. And I hope the best for
San Jose.

Robert Wright
San Jose

Lack of saving water to
cost us dearly in end

I was not surprised to read
your article “Water use is too
high among residents” (Page
1A, June 19). I am astounded
at the lack of water conserva-
tion. If I had just landed in
California, I would not know
that the state was in one of
its severest droughts ever. 
Lawns are still being watered
every day, many during the
hottest time of day, where 
half of the water evaporates
due to the heat. I fear that we 
will all end up paying dearly
for the laissez-faire attitude
we have seen so far toward 
water conservation.

Patricia Tind
Santa Clara

Pair must keep state’s
best interests in mind

Now that Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy has been elected
majority leader in the House,
California has two key players 
at the table. My hope is that
McCarthy and Rep. Nancy
Pelosi, the former Speaker
and current minority leader, 
keep reminding themselves 
they both represent the Golden
State. If they do, then Cali-
fornia’s interests should be in
good hands.

Denny Freidenrich
Laguna Beach

It’s not only Iraq War
vets who feel betrayed

I read with sadness the
recent Mercury News article
on Iraqi war veterans reacting
with disappointment and re-
gret to the pending civil war in
Iraq (Page 1A, June 20). They
were dismayed because they
had left buddies there, seen fel-
low soldiers terribly wounded,
mentally and physically, and
that it all seemed to have been
in vain. Gentlemen, my broth-
ers and I had those very same 
feelings: when we returned, 
betrayed by our own country,
from a place called Vietnam.

Steve Dini
San Jose

ByM.R. Beasley
A panel of eminent physicists

recently issued a strong warning
to policymakers: “Without the
capability to host a large project,
the U.S. would lose its position
as a global leader in [high-energy
physics] …, and the international
relationships that have been so
productive would be fundamen-
tally altered.”

The Particle Physics Proj-
ect Prioritization Panel (P5)
underscored the point during a
congressional hearing held on
Capitol Hill earlier this month.

High-energy physics, or
particle physics, at first blush is
not the science of everyday life.
Its primary objective is to probe
the fundamental laws of nature
and explore the mysteries of
the universe. Its goal is not to
produce new materials, advance
medicine or enhance national
security — but it has done those

things and more.
For example, research in the

field led to the World Wide Web,
CT scanning and X-ray detection 
for explosives.

Esoteric high-energy physics 
discoveries also have captured
the public’s imagination and
inspired the next generation of
scientists. After more than a
decade, a team of thousands of
particle physicists — the larg-
est contingent from the United
States — finally found the Higgs
boson less than two years ago.
That discovery, which led to the
2013 Nobel Prize, electrified the 
world.

Sadly, we have been losing our
leadership in the field.

In the past 25 years, high-
energy physics, once a flagship
of American science, has seen
its budget decline in research
purchasing power by more than
50 percent. Further reduc-

tions will make it impossible for 
America to lead a discipline that 
has influenced so many fields of 
science and transformed the way 
we live.

I cite my own field of con-
densed matter research as an
example of the reach of particle 
physics. My colleagues and I, who
focus on the science of solids and 
liquids, benefit immensely from
accelerator facilities crucial to 
particle physics.

High-intensity X-ray synchro-
tron light sources housed at sev-
eral of our national laboratories
enable us to probe the arrange-
ment of atoms in a solid — re-
search critical to high-strength 
materials, hydrogen fuel cells and 
superconductors.

Those same facilities are 
used by biologists and pharma-
ceutical researchers to study
proteins and develop new drug
therapies. Advances in par-

ticle physics theory have had a
profound impact on our under-
standing of physical phenomena
in other scientific fields, includ-
ing my own, condensed matter 
physics.

But impacts extend well 
beyond science. The need 
to ship massive data sets to
colleagues around the globe 
spurred particle physicists to 
develop the World Wide Web 
and its associated browsers. In
the process, they transformed
commerce.

Our nation is at a crossroads.
America’s prospect of remain-
ing a leader in the global particle
physics field will diminish if
we only play a supporting role
at facilities in Europe or Asia. 
Without a home base, we will
be bystanders in the post-Higgs
world of discovery.

The P5 report recommends
that as the U.S. partners on 

projects in Europe and Japan, it 
should also seize the opportunity
to host an international research 
program in neutrino physics, 
exploring the mystifying proper-
ties of particles that are so light 
and so unobtrusive that we don’t
even feel them pass through our
bodies.

Particle physics has long been 
a draw for the next generation 
of scientists. The challenge is
whether those scientists will 
conduct research in America or
in other parts of the world where 
opportunities appear brighter.
Our nation spent half a century
building a field that has inspired
us. Let’s not throw our hard work
down the drain.

M.R. Beasley is professor emeritus 
of applied physics at Stanford 
University and president of the
American Physical Society. He
wrote this for this newspaper.

Losing edge in particle physics no small thing
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