Classification Key:

EXECUTIVE SESSION

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM,
joint with

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS,
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

INTERVIEW OF: VICE ADMIRAL CHARLES J. "JOE" LEIDIG, JR.

Thursday, March 20, 2014

Washington, D.C.



The interview in the above matter was held at Room 2203, Rayburn House

office Building, commencing at 10 a.m.



Participant Key

AR = Armed Services Committee Republican staffer
AD = Armed Services Committee Democratic staffer
OR = Oversight and Government Reform Committee Republican staffer

OD = Oversight and Government Reform Committee Democratic staffer



(s R

e B =3
2-dAMacCKS oNiU. o

onsideredinciude how




|-:'-|rll-|.:'| L our guestionin

nav occL

| '!|E'l:i:' |[".|‘;:ir.:;.

AN
raliy

i _--;-il':lrl: _.I.I-r:i_.._:”. t mav.

asic, but this is

] |=| hll 1 |IH:'r'|.' 9

1 .-.' £ - iy
pasedq on

B -'I|ri.l'-.:-!




anment ot Lere
Nne epanment a5 sC 325 IS
anrtment. '."J|||-:'rJ!r||1!_||'|'.-.'|'..I.' rs ]E "- {§] '1.I1 Onta --I1
It "_:.I.{_‘:|r!-::!r|:..'_:|'| g.the aocumean

the ariginal transcripts to
1, " L

npts | vith intervie

 documents to prepare inter

S e
T

=t -

' ';' "i;'mncmded do you have any '“ﬂ"’d*‘ﬁtéﬁ

;-.'l‘hgaka ‘and we appremate very much your uniform service and
for yﬁ E‘ nﬁéiamf parﬁcq:aticn today.




= - |-.-'-||
our current

2e- 2 i f -3 . E

Ar

or your AFRICOM sassignment from 2010 to 2013, you




_,, i B
+]

: complete ﬁxﬂ ya anﬂrquﬁ;qﬁgthumni
3 pw-ma amhaaay in Tfipnli; @’lﬂsn pmwd'éﬁgn * *ri!,!!ﬁﬂ,w

K 'lyr
..n.. l

e -r,;.et mhgl security for the embassv h?apau&e ;lhey yqé J"iablh fo

el :r -

5. uj Jy wera first standing up the ambasay o pruvida éecurihf as th;yr

contract 10&&1&? The chaos —



RS LT ) W £ LS
acisely during that time period?

eral Ham, who was the
-.-_.]!_;!_!||H|':Er'|1.;:'h'-;i:':I-.';':'_q|i!5=['j_!r__'~'l-r

yecution of the

t transitic




gut that mission transitioned, to my recollectic

ar under C f:Mission authorit

"'_._|| Ham.

e, Gt | e
rmanent contingent o




4. B Yy
I:.’_l”".nl.l:”."."
1% - i

AnNe |r |I

R [ o =t ey L ither op

/e in Libya prior to the attack, either ope
L ARRRE=E ..~!|I~"!:-|F|u|t1:ll||-’ G LI
e marto
= Bartne|

Iy . .I. i 4
QT awaren i

h the Libyan Goverr

planning a -"“'!!':':::'.-”.ii[..fr'? ac

We had had discussions ab hat militar




Again With r 1 i MUY, Wi

. .'-' =l B F ¥ .Ill-
.|;.r|.:_[_.lr.|.|_.|||.:I’_.|:-:|-|[I

“p 5 l. i
e sltuaton n

individualior

Nission pas




s and trying to build some partnerships with the Libyan military in ord

raining programs, or at ”';"I""'-“”'_'-.‘.-'-:' But the Amb:

i i'=',|: fals K _:_-'::. --‘. I-_--: =% ,:r.l' -!i_.|l.":-i-:!'l.-::f‘:”. Y
neral Ham he:thought it
i1 e |.". |:| y % £ v T - '.I-lll JI
enithetiming was i

) ourunaerstal

PR RN L .
orine num




obviously once: th

'..,_.ii!.| -_"!":|.'i.ij.'.',":'!_'_".
n of command,
4 :i
C i'"_'-;r':_':|"_‘::,:-'|_ZI.I:l_I_
e TLE
ARe LN Witn

_'_'1'5.'||".'i,;_.]1_.|_..;Il}-.l g

you know, any.

e :f, «.nf&lﬁ.ﬁb § )
L | e?m e

i) __"'.mt ajzelb is nunnelly ih a munw ﬂﬂlﬂ'-l}‘ﬁﬁ:g%.' 15
-, nehee between the embasw ﬂ'ld thﬂ miﬂ yic

il "'f"- ~
a

gk : i !
it on how issues with miitary personnel wqu!ﬂ B“,ﬁdmm’

s P




provide security if

i F —._; 2 3 i
Our understanding, though, is that the embassy did retain some DOD



16

_"'i_l':-'1“'|‘:.I||_E":‘..'-II_'|1_';': s, ¥ i

I-.F.r £ ,III: i -.‘- i {_ .II_I1 “: Y

Tl ¥ ET&I 3 -=r-‘.'ﬂ%%
f_"had any misgwlngs ahmg mﬁ};&ﬁé&

";r]-' - -1' f}':

jations to Amhassador Stevens. aﬁuuﬁha contin L@ﬂ ﬁ‘fﬂﬂ ce



_,1|l V| ml_
i'-'["'ll-.l‘ h _:I[II.E_.I.,.-.__ o ..'_".I I:I:.II ':'-':i;-r.: : .HI[I I" atre 'I
o by A l| L=l (LAl AL > 'l L
he Libvans, and we weren't | ' Ve r! H]r || OIC

helpful. Thank

At A L e UL 54
| 58 O ITNE . PIres

i
'“ll..

' Tn-ﬂ.“ﬁpm,~thuught that ﬂ19°y wqum nhw‘bg ab'




18

ad the initial report at Ny quarters

v it il f Rt -:I .. 2
4 b f F " ! i n oy S
o USRS R 1, g1}
"'-'.-:' =3 = - A e .’-"'-".'-'-r.' i :J‘.i,'.-.-"- ‘-E."'.. !tl:l,"&- LEL R n
{ .-. i nrE .'.' q} i

g%‘king those basic quastiqnﬁr, whatis ﬂ"l& Aran”daadur




M Rty fﬁﬁ
n our
ﬁc-j‘ﬂ |
And we L
fou
nd nﬁlhli'lg in ﬁ Vi
ny inieﬂfﬂ

anm?h Lol

wd‘ul:l




20

artment personn
mmand, an: Ll- 0 our folk
planning would probably talk to them. But | didn' y conversatiol

Department:

ACHIN Ingengnazl, so 1 aic

T e o R o s
g r'!'lFH_-' al- e e LA LILY .

|I-

beohsly there s aume mmdant thiat'L tclnk pla_

dyan;& | knuw thara was the inmdants that u:i:urra-:i on



ol ot AT YT
0T INCIQE

L T R L
nts that

KL Wit i e e g e -}
WE JUSTLTOT N TeGoN d

an ;_H!:_I.!-'.EIE".[[: :e'l:::

10 ZR L e
SNail think oertare’

Thank
.-_;_.___|,|.||r |‘| relati il il

f the




22

k = e
"
Lo E |!'FI|.I1I prote

Ty Ty 1A (AL, L ’ ’ - T gl il
nrougnout tne region, ar LIIE =venthougn t
' ¢-1

eI countri

K out, and they didn't. So | then went home,

e | getup at4 o'c

-|-' .
IJ.--:'

L jﬂucl]i_wﬂﬁ ITG a.nd some ntIWJ;s
Al .%.-'-

%o’ljgalgd ma‘qmunand center back‘ | directed them to call my s;aﬁ m',r X0,
my;aideﬁ my uummunicntur and have them brought in to work. And thEn at Ihnt




r ::.i- .II"_;:i:-I.';;:: ...-'Ir:|1-.E:.'_= .'.'..:-

invalved at sor

agaitional Nic 1aion At ;i!.'i;_:lf-'l"j-“'li' ne

ha [ _:.:_'."I:';'gl-:-r”-:': tort

when | got the inil

Y
II

how |

'.”:.i::.li::'l

‘..lJl-".l

vievwd wrheara . |6
_'1"l o |'”.I'J'1_'1| M




24

1 ¥ .'Illlljul.l: Y
that folk
tervening

1 o 3 ﬁd ::entar mmugh we have a task farpéilahpp uﬂ‘iqar on
6h’i§tﬁffw’an&' I*;ﬂ:tiﬂ mcgll ha was siting over at the table, and he said tl'ae‘”m:r task

fdroé‘ uys in Tnpall have their persnnal weapons. They'va been auﬂimﬁed by the

1..'




: }fa | uﬁrruptf.rqu, You aaid it Ia abm.;t ﬁmﬁf 50,

WAL

A vils I-Iaally think oh, and una ulhar event happaned during lh"i:t lhna

.

It was the first Hme that I started to quasﬁun what had happened at the r#sld‘enm




wl | -” W i A3 SHHTY .-I-. ’
.--_.-.:i|ln_:J:'.!1.I|:-:: meag _.r,||:|r|::| an I'.:"!-"!'!”f.-", B

i Y L T ".'-..'.'.- ~ %
orting that Ansar.

Al-Sharia w

rent than what | unders
-r".-._!']h_-’._'a_': a ] =
hatthev'were somehiow re!
her information other than that.

men fiy from Tripoli to Benc
s i

I“‘ ||. C r.lf;

ind, whatpewanttudn pqu‘df"ﬁ af wﬁj;phyhg!u
I“'..-.-LI."... = I". - . g J tbg".
‘of when decisio we de on the fiﬁ
Eif)f _-..E ns re made on egmun__ at in
1'1% tl'ieéése
S =g e =y

n nﬂ_e_’rstﬁnct You mentinnect you were getjing some Stata

"ﬁ;ne vice ex post famao what turned out to tha e
Dapartment Infnmﬁoﬁ Hmﬁ v;t;uld-'yhu get that sort of flow in?

.; 1*' “-l'l--.-




7

viour organization well. - We had worked with him for the last'year
:'|:j:'=i-'i'r'-:'i.l.'.-':é‘-'-]:af!rh;. .don't think'-- o atthat | | have
spen to the embassy. « | wasn'l talking to them, my J- "J 5, 1_411:1_I.=_.|Il-l-i calllls he was

i}

ommunication:  The primary information came from our

Out of Tripoli.

1 i g
or ”’I-'EI.'-"

|,‘_.|

and that perhaps that the Ambaa'dadnr. again.

press repmﬁ’ébdﬂ% the Ali'ibassadnr.







29

[12:00 p.m.]







|i-' .':i|’.::|].r':-'..|':_'..._ een |

Ty LA z s e ootenl il S STE 1 o
veapon intne backora DICKUP TIYiInNG

ﬁ;ﬁﬁ*ﬂi plan anﬂ man get them out of one of tl-.a two Tnpall alrpmtﬁ $4:- than we




wanieg 1

LT Jrue!
'.'_-iI:I*-!ll- NLE

hat stanas for

aified comman




33

alficatian wa waiilld Brina the ceanle
JHEE TN, W VO !|'i|':J e seni

‘ed what'was going on onithe d

5 ¢ PN TR T
BrE ,;I:||I::'|=' WILN 1

iy bt e Fle Ty ! N B bt T . aib e bl
as ramiliar with this organization. g --what nad

varin Libya is as the rebels s ain momentum against

-3 s Jry =i Lk vl bl on o i L g
‘e many Libyans that were fighting in Afghanistan and

- s P L P T S S
..... '--,-'|_r.l."!'tIltljlrln!.-.||I LU

L AP L

j ms. - And we knew they had infitrated man
the Derna-Benghazi area, so it was not surprising
hey were involved in the event that night.

Q  You mentioned the integration into existing militias. | think one of the

[



I-'II]F| 1|||| : :_.-:-’:.5:: (1% ” 1
-1 -'"i';ii..‘,-"-:'i:‘-.--“:l'i:-:ll';::"lldl.i'.'-"_i;-li'l_'f:::- n -. A

@gs.![. |

Q  Butimmediately prior to the attack, not hours before?
A |wasn'taware of any hours before. Only just kind of immediately prior



. in Ty COMmmMe ]plrht -]

H"l I-IJ'J

hat there is a Depuf

ommand struct

Uh-huh!
| 'think at the time

IUE, given ineg: ol

Dy ou
mfoﬁﬁétibﬂ I was g’ai‘tiﬁg that night from State.




e irving:t

I'had roughly. 'y

%rdﬁ .ware tl'ra‘y nslr.ing fur heﬂp. tﬁ your ramllecﬂon?







38

---------

A And then the Special Operations Force of the United States [l
and but | had a conversation with General Ham -- again, | don't know the exact
time -- where he relayed to me that he had had a conversation with the Chairman and
the Secretary and that what you have in here, the FAST to prepare to deploy, the
EUCOM to prepare to deploy, and the Special Operations Force of the United States
to prepare to deploy, he relayed that those had been approved by the Chairman and
the Secretary.

Q  Okay.

A And in that same conversation, | remember telling him that, you know,

Roger, I've already had conversations with EUCOM, and they're getting the CIF to try
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Q@ Did it appear to you atany point that General Ham may have aiso been
irgpehging,iﬁ_fnhhgtjpn‘ from perﬁapé' other sources or ﬁﬁtﬁi&s? ' Did you ﬁ'wé any
visibilty into that?

Ay !f'ﬂhi'sr-!asnaw.ﬁ-mat he was having some direct conversations with the
Chairman and Secretary. How he was getting it, any additional information other
than that | was providing him, | am not aware how he was doing it that evening.

Q Okay. | would Ii_ke to return to the.-n_iﬁht of the attacks, ']us‘_t-bafqre the
attacks began. You were discussing some of the protests that you observed, |
believe that day, outside Embassy Cairo.

A Uh-huh.

Q And at that time, were you aware of the motivation or the catalyst for
those protests?

A Yes, | think | understood from press reporting and some -- a little bit of
military reporting that it was related to the - | forget how it's be being described
now -- but a video, if | remember correctly.

Q A YouTube video?

A Yes,
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Q  Yes. Number three there.



A That force is really at the Secretary of Defense's direction. But when |

was tnlﬂ.tha'tfihﬁ'fﬁbfna;ﬂﬁs-nqw being prepared to deploy, we then have a -- we had
di:ma-np&rﬂﬁhnﬁ:ih?tﬁe:pﬁt in Africa with that force, and so we knew how to link up
with thai_i‘-‘Gumrl:Jan_d Center and start doing the coordination.

Q Sure. Sorry to jump around. Also on that timeline, DOD timeline, it
talks about an 0230 conference call hosted by the National Military Command Center,

which included representatives of AFRICOM and other commands. Were you on

that call?
A Yes.
Q Okay. Whatwas -- to your recollection what was the discussion there?
A | don't recall.
Q Okay.
A | had several conversations with the National Military Command
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A In Benghazl right. That is the only request that | got for direct military
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Q" Wnatabout olone [N D ou have any canversations
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Q  Again, with respect to the C-17, | think you had mentioned
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at all various levels
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rt Germany until 1415

&iﬁh&teﬂ'mhﬁ;on to gat th-Em there that qﬁlckly |
Q. TOkaY: Thankyou! Thats hetoful: 'And | said Iast question about the
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Doy 1'..'
OTGE L =
Uh-huh.
N explaining the
f avalu 7 '-i “.._:.I |I'.*"|l_'r:

Uh-huh
And If | understand correctly that in your assessment, evaluation,
tions, certain facts were apparent, such as, as you
g o ol B S g
Py L R TN T e T e
NOL Co-locatea wWitn s i
el b ..'I J..EI
~ Uh-huh.

|FF;__' Were .',_._,._.:u__._';'”l-j]i;'.‘ ar By 1%

I w;g nal, su’rprisqqh_. E‘qt | k’naw whem tha aircraft was that would ﬂnk up with them
and hevﬂo attliai'g'l . I{‘s‘ha’twm the third piece?
s onaien,







néﬁgiaggaﬂh}ﬁgnﬁ'n qlpplug;ihamg

&,.d- 3 Thg mmlligenca mat v.;e needed was to undarstand what was going on

on the. gguu nq_l thgm “Aﬂdjﬂ lt was very - lt was a uary=unlu10wn environment. We
had just had- an euenhhapm- whqm-wa' Iater- learnad 1I'ua Ambassador was killed,
that. We,dqn't knqw reai ﬁme who thﬁy were.fwr:at capahilitmmay had. We then had
anqttrerauept at»tha Annaﬁtwhm now we hava lnulrect fire. Soan esaa!atiun of
enemy. milltanr mpabllrty ‘again not knowing what capability mav have. And so
av&rg_thing.-wa were evalu_stmg that night was asking the quaatm_n. what i _I§ the
env_imnmeﬁif{that;wé- are deploying iﬁ}n? And if we deploy forces, are we putting
more forces at _r'i;:k?f And muiid'thej.l;a.Iﬁu-..ﬁnq-themse!va;s'wernmtdhed by the forces
andf;:apabiliﬁr. there? Are we going into an ambush? Is this gaing.tn make the
situation worse? All those guestions were being asked that night.

.E'! ‘Right. |see. Thank you.

AR — One more question. You had mentioned earlier this afternoon
that AFRICOM was involved in a data call for the Accountability Review Board.
Were you personally interviewed for the Accountability Review Board?

Admiral Leidig. Nl:li. | was not?
O L2 BY g
Q | just have one question that | thought of while we were sitting here

about the EUCOM CIF. You mentioned that they weren't under the control of
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reparing to send &

;!jd haye ulsnbiiitf,mtn ﬂ'l-ﬁt or.may have even
Is that you:rundb rstanfliﬁg?

X pgchag. from. ﬂm cunvarsaﬂana we had, that our DAT
was activel? infumag in t&lking to the Libyans abaut trying to get that capability. My
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understanding was ha,wa:s_acti#aly working that.
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cnn"imgng. 1!1& task force. has an amzing l::ﬂpahtlity where everyone can see




A | mean the FAST platoons are very capable for what we need them to

do. So they can be used to move to a location and provide security. They can be
deployed out on ships. Since they are Marines, they are used to working with the
Navy. So they bring a kind of a different skill set than the highly specialized CIF,

0% %5 REPRECTRS T Y AR
E s A T R RN
R T Th e O L R e
_ The FAST is some very specially
trained young Marines, led -- normally the company might have an 04 as the
commander, and the platoons are led by a captain. So what you are getling is a
young Marine captain with young enlisted Marines as the primary capability. When
you compare that to a task force that will have these warriors that have been trained

for 20, 25 years, and they are very senior NCOs or they are very highly capable,
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trained Special Forces, they are just completely different in terms of planning

capability.
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IpInem deploy
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rlmgﬂt fgld aorm k]pd offanilrlg jn E!}anﬁﬁazi lfthey Wahteq 10 dahuﬁ]wsﬁ tharﬂ.
that’we weren't aware of. Because there wou!d be many, rnanyr far:llthas in many,
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,\’ay the queshon agam? Because | was really trylng.-

Q 'V'ﬁ'Yes\,‘ srr You were asked some questlons earller about your force
posture.
T o i

AL Uhhuh 4

Q . And what --you know how were you ata certaln force posture and

what is that based on’? And | thmkthat you said that mtelhgence typically dnves your

force posture‘? :

- A Well, | mean |t's a whole vanety of thlngs There's a very detalled ‘
vplann.ing process we could use Intelhgence would drlve part of it, but it would also
be what -- and under intelligence we would look at our capabilities, and we wouId Iook
‘at enemy capabllmes and enemy intentions. You know, and so in this partlcular
case, on 9/11, the threat is normally from terrorist organizations. So we're tryrngto‘
_understa_nd what their intentions might be, and then couple that with what theiri o

capabilities might be, a_nd_then_how we woutd ne‘ed to respond tf there was an attack.
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a %ﬁmgﬁi Ai?slaaﬁq groups," are you referring to kind of the core
Al Qaeda or Al Qaeda banlml or are you referring to —
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