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Home prices in Alaska increased by 3.3 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 12.6 percent since their recent low in the third quarter of 2009 and are now 6.6 percent 

above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Alaska totaled 870 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 8.4 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Alaska, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 9.1 

percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Alaska

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

23,000 Alaska residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 29,000 in January 2010. There are still 

300 more people unemployed in Alaska than when the recession began.

In Alaska, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 5,701 during January, down 0.1 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 11.9 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Alaska private-sector employers have added 23,800 jobs (an increase of 10.1 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Alaska, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: education and health services (5,800 jobs), 

trade, transportation and utilities (4,400 jobs) and mining and logging (3,700 jobs).

The Alaska sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (25.2 percent), 

construction (16.5 percent) and education and health services (14.1 percent).

* For Alaska-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Alaska office: http://almis.labor.state.ak.us/

The unemployment rate in Alaska was 6.3 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.6 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.0 percent in April 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Alaska grew by 700 jobs. Over the past year, the Alaska private sector has added 3,800 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 3,500 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Alaska exports over the past 12 months are up 15.9 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Alaska, exports totaled $87 million in January and $4.9 billion over the past year, up 14.4 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Alaska Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Alaska United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.3% 5.7%

January 2014 6.9% 6.6%

January 2013 6.9% 8.0%

January 2012 7.4% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 14.7% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.1% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 7.2% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 61,137$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 70,771$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 10.9% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 7.6% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 18.5% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Alaska Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Alaska to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Alaska, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Alaska:  
6.3% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 7.4% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Alabama increased by 5.7 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 14.6 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 2.1 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Alabama totaled 14,190 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 15.5 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Alabama, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Alabama

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

128,500 Alabama residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 255,400 in September 2009. There 

are still 31,800 more people unemployed in Alabama than when the recession began.

In Alabama, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 14,609 during January, down 14.2 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 15.1 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Alabama private-sector employers have added 90,400 jobs (an increase of 6.1 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Alabama, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (26,000 

jobs), leisure and hospitality (22,900 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (14,400 jobs).

The Alabama sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: leisure and hospitality (13.7 percent), 

professional and business services (12.8 percent) and education and health services (6.6 percent).

* For Alabama-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Alabama office: http://www2.dir.state.al.us/

The unemployment rate in Alabama was 6.0 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

1.2 percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 11.9 percent in November 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Alabama grew by 2,800 jobs. Over the past year, the Alabama private sector has added 

32,600 jobs. This compares with an increase of 19,800 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Alabama exports over the past 12 months are up 17.8 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Alabama, exports totaled $1.4 billion in January and $18.8 billion over the past year, up 2.6 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Alabama Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Alabama United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.0% 5.7%

January 2014 7.2% 6.6%

January 2013 7.5% 8.0%

January 2012 8.1% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.8% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.6% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 5.7% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 41,381$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 47,424$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 16.7% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 14.5% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 13.6% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Alabama Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Alabama to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Alabama, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Alabama:  
6.0% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 3.5% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Arkansas, exports totaled $467 million in January and $6.6 billion over the past year, down 2.8 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Arkansas

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

74,400 Arkansas residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 114,400 in February 2011. There are 

still 3,700 more people unemployed in Arkansas than when the recession began.

In Arkansas, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 12,433 during January, down 5.1 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 13.5 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Arkansas private-sector employers have added 58,200 jobs (an increase of 6.2 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Arkansas, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (19,600 

jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (16,400 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (15,100 jobs).

The Arkansas sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(16.9 percent), leisure and hospitality (15.5 percent) and trade, transportation and utilities (7.0 percent).

* For Arkansas-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Arkansas office: http://www.discoverarkansas.net/

The unemployment rate in Arkansas was 5.6 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

1.0 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.4 percent in May 2011.

In January, private-sector employment in Arkansas grew by 2,100 jobs. Over the past year, the Arkansas private sector has added 

26,900 jobs. This compares with an increase of 5,400 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Arkansas exports over the past 12 months are up 24.0 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Arkansas increased by 7.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 14.6 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 and are now 2.0 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Arkansas totaled 9,610 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.5 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Arkansas, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Arkansas Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Arkansas United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.6% 5.7%

January 2014 6.6% 6.6%

January 2013 7.4% 8.0%

January 2012 7.6% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.0% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.0% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 4.2% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 39,919$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 45,832$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 17.1% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 13.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 16.0% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Arkansas Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Arkansas to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Arkansas, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Arkansas:  
5.6% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 0.1% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Arizona increased by 4.4 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 48.3 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 24.9 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Arizona totaled 27,680 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 36.8 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Arizona, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 9.1 

percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Arizona

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

208,000 Arizona residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 347,500 in November 2009. There are 

still 72,600 more people unemployed in Arizona than when the recession began.

In Arizona, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 17,216 during January, down 11.9 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 4.4 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Arizona private-sector employers have added 242,100 jobs (an increase of 12.3 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Arizona, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (57,500 

jobs), education and health services (51,100 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (43,100 jobs).

The Arizona sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (19.1 percent), 

leisure and hospitality (17.2 percent) and professional and business services (17.0 percent).

* For Arizona-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Arizona office: http://www.workforce.az.gov/

The unemployment rate in Arizona was 6.6 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 0.5 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 11.2 percent in December 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Arizona grew by 11,000 jobs. Over the past year, the Arizona private sector has added 

72,100 jobs. This compares with an increase of 52,600 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Arizona exports over the past 12 months are up 28.3 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Arizona, exports totaled $2.1 billion in January and $20.7 billion over the past year, up 12.0 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Arizona Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Arizona United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.6% 5.7%

January 2014 7.1% 6.6%

January 2013 7.7% 8.0%

January 2012 8.8% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 11.7% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.8% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 8.5% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 50,602$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 53,045$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 20.2% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 14.3% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 17.1% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Arizona Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Arizona to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Arizona, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Arizona:  
6.6% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 2.4% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In California, exports totaled $12.7 billion in January and $166.2 billion over the past year, up 4.1 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: California

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

1,315,900 California residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 2,230,700 in October 2010. There 

are still 239,600 more people unemployed in California than when the recession began.

In California, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 208,110 during January, down 2.0 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 3.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

California private-sector employers have added 1,802,800 jobs (an increase of 15.4 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In California, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(448,200 jobs), education and health services (420,300 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (311,900 jobs).

The California sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: construction (23.9 percent), 

professional and business services (21.9 percent) and leisure and hospitality (21.0 percent).

* For California-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the California office: http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/

The unemployment rate in California was 6.9 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

1.2 percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 12.2 percent in October 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in California grew by 56,100 jobs. Over the past year, the California private sector has added 

447,500 jobs. This compares with an increase of 418,900 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

California exports over the past 12 months are up 13.0 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in California increased by 7.7 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 44.3 percent since their recent low in the third quarter of 2011 but remain 23.4 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in California totaled 118,220 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 8.7 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes California, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 9.1 percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  California Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



California United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.9% 5.7%

January 2014 8.1% 6.6%

January 2013 9.4% 8.0%

January 2012 10.9% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 6.3% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.9% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 10.6% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 57,528$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 62,616$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 14.9% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 12.7% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 17.2% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does California Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of California to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in California, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 California:  
6.9% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 3.3% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Colorado increased by 7.9 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 30.3 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 and are now 19.2 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Colorado totaled 24,070 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 21.5 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Colorado, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 9.1 

percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Colorado

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

118,200 Colorado residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 240,600 in October 2010. There are 

still 6,400 more people unemployed in Colorado than when the recession began.

In Colorado, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 12,305 during January, up 9.1 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 12.4 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Colorado private-sector employers have added 269,300 jobs (an increase of 14.8 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Colorado, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (59,700 

jobs), leisure and hospitality (48,500 jobs) and education and health services (46,400 jobs).

The Colorado sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (56.3 percent), 

construction (27.9 percent) and leisure and hospitality (18.6 percent).

* For Colorado-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Colorado office: http://www.colmigateway.com/default.asp

The unemployment rate in Colorado was 4.2 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 1.6 

percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.9 percent in October 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Colorado grew by 6,400 jobs. Over the past year, the Colorado private sector has added 

70,500 jobs. This compares with an increase of 72,400 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Colorado exports over the past 12 months are up 17.0 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Colorado, exports totaled $641 million in January and $8.0 billion over the past year, down 2.4 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Colorado Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Colorado United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.2% 5.7%

January 2014 5.8% 6.6%

January 2013 7.1% 8.0%

January 2012 8.0% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.3% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.1% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 7.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 63,371$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 68,691$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 10.6% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 14.1% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Colorado Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Colorado to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Colorado, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Colorado:  
4.2% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 6.2% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Connecticut, exports totaled $1.3 billion in January and $15.2 billion over the past year, down 1.5 percent from the 12 months 

ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Connecticut

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

120,400 Connecticut residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 177,200 in December 2010. There 

are still 28,500 more people unemployed in Connecticut than when the recession began.

In Connecticut, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 16,984 during January, down 12.5 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 11.1 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Connecticut private-sector employers have added 97,100 jobs (an increase of 7.2 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Connecticut, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(29,400 jobs), education and health services (28,100 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (26,700 jobs).

The Connecticut sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: leisure and hospitality (20.5 

percent), professional and business services (15.7 percent) and construction (14.9 percent).

* For Connecticut-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Connecticut office: http://www1.ctdol.state.ct.us/lmi/

The unemployment rate in Connecticut was 6.3 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 0.8 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 9.2 percent in February 2011.

In January, private-sector employment in Connecticut grew by 5,500 jobs. Over the past year, the Connecticut private sector has 

added 23,000 jobs. This compares with an increase of 14,100 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Connecticut exports over the past 12 months are down 6.6 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Connecticut increased by 0.7 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 3.0 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2012 but remain 16.3 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Connecticut totaled 3,910 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 10.1 percent from 

December.

Within the Northeast census region, which includes Connecticut, sales of new single-family homes totaled 15,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 51.6 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 7.1 percent to 520,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Connecticut Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Connecticut United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.3% 5.7%

January 2014 7.1% 6.6%

January 2013 8.1% 8.0%

January 2012 8.3% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 7.9% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.0% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 9.4% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 67,781$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 72,061$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 11.3% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 8.9% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 9.4% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Connecticut Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Connecticut to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in 

Connecticut, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Connecticut:  
6.3% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 1.2% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in the District of Columbia increased by 12.5 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the 

most recent quarter for which data are available). They are up 49.9 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2009 and are 

now 33.8 percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in the District of Columbia totaled 300 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 79.0 

percent from December.

Within the South census region, which includes the District of Columbia, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units 

(seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family 

homes decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: The District Of Columbia

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

29,700 District of Columbia residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 36,800 in June 2011. There 

are still 11,200 more people unemployed in the District of Columbia than when the recession began.

In the District of Columbia, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 1,622 during January, down 4.4 percent from the 

previous month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 14.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

District of Columbia private-sector employers have added 65,500 jobs (an increase of 14.3 percent) since February 2010, the national 

low point for private-sector employment.

In the District of Columbia, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: education and health services 

(20,700 jobs), professional and business services (13,900 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (11,000 jobs).

The District of Columbia sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: logging, mining and 

construction (52.6 percent), trade, transportation and utilities (21.1 percent) and education and health services (19.6 percent).

* For District of Columbia-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the District of Columbia office: http://does.dc.gov/node/184512

The unemployment rate in the District of Columbia was 7.7 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is 

down 0.2 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 10.5 percent in July 2011.

In January, private-sector employment in the District of Columbia fell by 1,800 jobs. Over the past year, the District of Columbia private 

sector has added 9,900 jobs. This compares with an increase of 12,800 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

District of Columbia exports over the past 12 months are down 42.7 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years 

earlier (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In the District of Columbia, exports totaled $50 million in January and $902 million over the past year, down 62.8 percent from the 12 

months ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  District of Columbia Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



District of Columbia United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 7.7% 5.7%

January 2014 7.9% 6.6%

January 2013 8.7% 8.0%

January 2012 9.7% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 5.9% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.8% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 5.4% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 60,675$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 57,054$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 21.3% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 18.0% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 6.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does the District of Columbia Compare to the States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of the District of Columbia to the states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in the 

District of Columbia, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the 

recession) measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

District Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 District of Columbia:  
7.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 8.6% 

5.7% 



U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee

Jobs

◙

◙

◙

◙

Unemployment

◙

◙

◙

Exports

◙

◙

Housing

◙

◙

◙

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Delaware, exports totaled $362 million in January and $5.0 billion over the past year, down 2.9 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Delaware

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

22,800 Delaware residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 37,600 in January 2010. There are still 

6,100 more people unemployed in Delaware than when the recession began.

In Delaware, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 3,501 during January, down 14.7 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 12.5 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Delaware private-sector employers have added 34,000 jobs (an increase of 9.9 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Delaware, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: education and health services (9,000 jobs), 

professional and business services (7,400 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (7,200 jobs).

The Delaware sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: leisure and hospitality (16.2 percent), 

education and health services (14.1 percent) and professional and business services (13.6 percent).

* For Delaware-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Delaware office: http://www.delawareworks.com/oolmi/Information/Publications.aspx

The unemployment rate in Delaware was 5.0 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

1.1 percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.7 percent in February 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Delaware grew by 600 jobs. Over the past year, the Delaware private sector has added 

8,200 jobs. This compares with an increase of 9,000 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Delaware exports over the past 12 months are down 1.8 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Delaware increased by 0.6 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 7.5 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2012 but remain 17.5 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Delaware totaled 5,100 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 4.1 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Delaware, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Delaware Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Delaware United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.0% 5.7%

January 2014 6.1% 6.6%

January 2013 7.2% 8.0%

January 2012 7.1% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 11.1% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 3.3% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 6.4% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 52,219$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 61,330$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 14.0% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.3% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 9.1% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Delaware Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Delaware to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Delaware, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Delaware:  
5.0% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.4% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Florida, exports totaled $4.4 billion in January and $55.8 billion over the past year, down 1.9 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Florida

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

551,400 Florida residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 1,020,500 in January 2010. There are 

still 102,600 more people unemployed in Florida than when the recession began.

In Florida, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 43,954 during January, up 1.9 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 12.2 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Florida private-sector employers have added 879,100 jobs (an increase of 14.6 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Florida, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (210,600 

jobs), leisure and hospitality (196,500 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (185,200 jobs).

The Florida sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: leisure and hospitality (21.4 percent), 

professional and business services (21.3 percent) and construction (16.7 percent).

* For Florida-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Florida office: http://www.floridajobs.org/labor-market-information/labor-market-

information-press-releases/monthly-press-releases

The unemployment rate in Florida was 5.7 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 0.8 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 11.2 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Florida grew by 14,600 jobs. Over the past year, the Florida private sector has added 

268,700 jobs. This compares with an increase of 226,700 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Florida exports over the past 12 months are down 1.3 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Florida increased by 7.8 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 35.5 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 27.4 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Florida totaled 107,750 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 28.5 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Florida, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Florida Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Florida United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.7% 5.7%

January 2014 6.5% 6.6%

January 2013 7.7% 8.0%

January 2012 8.8% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.3% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.1% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 6.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 47,886$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 51,449$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 14.9% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 12.5% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 20.0% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Florida Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Florida to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Florida, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Florida:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.6% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Georgia increased by 7.3 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 29.4 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 5.6 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Georgia totaled 33,860 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 10.2 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Georgia, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Georgia

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

304,900 Georgia residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 503,400 in November 2009. There are 

still 54,800 more people unemployed in Georgia than when the recession began.

In Georgia, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 38,249 during January, down 13.0 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 13.5 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Georgia private-sector employers have added 397,300 jobs (an increase of 12.7 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Georgia, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (111,200 

jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (85,700 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (72,600 jobs).

The Georgia sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(21.6 percent), leisure and hospitality (19.6 percent) and education and health services (13.5 percent).

* For Georgia-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Georgia office: http://explorer.dol.state.ga.us/

The unemployment rate in Georgia was 6.4 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.9 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 10.5 percent in December 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Georgia fell by 4,300 jobs. Over the past year, the Georgia private sector has added 125,800 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 97,000 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Georgia exports over the past 12 months are up 27.1 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Georgia, exports totaled $2.8 billion in January and $37.5 billion over the past year, up 4.5 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Georgia Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Georgia United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.4% 5.7%

January 2014 7.3% 6.6%

January 2013 8.5% 8.0%

January 2012 9.5% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.0% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.1% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 7.6% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 47,439$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 54,647$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 16.3% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 13.6% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 18.8% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Georgia Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Georgia to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Georgia, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Georgia:  
6.4% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.2% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Hawaii, exports totaled $181 million in January and $1.5 billion over the past year, up 140.1 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Hawaii

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

27,400 Hawaii residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 46,400 in July 2009. There are still 7,300 

more people unemployed in Hawaii than when the recession began.

In Hawaii, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 6,517 during January, down 8.0 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 12.2 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Hawaii private-sector employers have added 46,700 jobs (an increase of 10.1 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Hawaii, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: leisure and hospitality (14,900 jobs), 

professional and business services (14,200 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (10,300 jobs).

The Hawaii sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services (20.1 

percent), leisure and hospitality (14.9 percent) and trade, transportation and utilities (9.4 percent).

* For Hawaii-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Hawaii office: http://hawaii.gov/labor/

The unemployment rate in Hawaii was 4.1 percent in January 2015, up 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.6 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 7.3 percent in October 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Hawaii grew by 5,900 jobs. Over the past year, the Hawaii private sector has added 9,400 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 8,900 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Hawaii exports over the past 12 months are up 120.3 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Hawaii increased by 5.1 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 34.5 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 but remain 0.8 percent below 

their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Hawaii totaled 12,010 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 13.2 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Hawaii, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 9.1 

percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Hawaii Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Hawaii United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.1% 5.7%

January 2014 4.7% 6.6%

January 2013 5.1% 8.0%

January 2012 6.7% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.0% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 4.2% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 4.9% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 61,408$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 71,928$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 11.1% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 7.5% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 6.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Hawaii Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Hawaii to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Hawaii, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Hawaii:  
4.1% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.6% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Iowa increased by 2.8 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter for 

which data are available). They are up 12.7 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 and are now 6.6 percent above 

their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Iowa totaled 5,190 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 43.2 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Iowa, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Iowa

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

71,500 Iowa residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 112,600 in June 2009. There are still 9,200 

more people unemployed in Iowa than when the recession began.

In Iowa, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 14,853 during January, up 4.4 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 4.5 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Iowa private-sector employers have added 91,500 jobs (an increase of 7.6 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Iowa, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (19,500 

jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (18,900 jobs) and manufacturing (17,900 jobs).

The Iowa sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: construction (24.4 percent), professional 

and business services (16.3 percent) and manufacturing (9.0 percent).

* For Iowa-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Iowa office: http://www.iowaworkforce.org/

The unemployment rate in Iowa was 4.2 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.2 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 6.6 percent in August 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Iowa grew by 1,700 jobs. Over the past year, the Iowa private sector has added 19,900 jobs. 

This compares with an increase of 18,200 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Iowa exports over the past 12 months are up 26.7 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Iowa, exports totaled $1.0 billion in January and $14.3 billion over the past year, up 8.1 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Iowa Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Iowa United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.2% 5.7%

January 2014 4.4% 6.6%

January 2013 4.9% 8.0%

January 2012 5.1% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.8% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 3.4% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 4.5% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 54,855$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 54,947$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 10.8% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 8.9% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 8.1% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Iowa Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Iowa to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Iowa, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Iowa:  
4.2% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 2.4% 

5.7% 
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In Idaho, exports totaled $368 million in January and $4.8 billion over the past year, down 14.3 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Idaho

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

31,900 Idaho residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 73,700 in June 2009. There are still 8,200 

more people unemployed in Idaho than when the recession began.

In Idaho, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 6,547 during January, up 5.2 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 19.5 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Idaho private-sector employers have added 65,800 jobs (an increase of 13.6 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Idaho, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: education and health services (13,100 jobs), 

trade, transportation and utilities (12,000 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (9,800 jobs).

The Idaho sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: construction (21.8 percent), financial 

activities (17.6 percent) and leisure and hospitality (17.0 percent).

* For Idaho-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Idaho office: 

http://labor.idaho.gov/dnn/Default.aspx?tabid=696&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1

The unemployment rate in Idaho was 4.1 percent in January 2015, down 0.3 percentage point from December. The rate is down 1.0 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 9.7 percent in July 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Idaho grew by 9,400 jobs. Over the past year, the Idaho private sector has added 17,900 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 16,700 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Idaho exports over the past 12 months are down 11.6 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Idaho increased by 5.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 30.2 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 11.4 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Idaho totaled 7,150 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 27.6 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Idaho, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 9.1 

percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Idaho Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Idaho United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.1% 5.7%

January 2014 5.1% 6.6%

January 2013 6.5% 8.0%

January 2012 7.6% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 11.0% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.2% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 14.6% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 51,767$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 55,257$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 12.9% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.9% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 16.2% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Idaho Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Idaho to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Idaho, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Idaho:  
4.1% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Illinois, exports totaled $5.2 billion in January and $64.9 billion over the past year, up 2.6 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Illinois

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

398,500 Illinois residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 743,300 in January 2010. There are still 

28,500 more people unemployed in Illinois than when the recession began.

In Illinois, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 51,946 during January, up 3.3 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 14.1 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Illinois private-sector employers have added 340,000 jobs (an increase of 7.2 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Illinois, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (129,800 

jobs), education and health services (72,300 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (59,000 jobs).

The Illinois sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services (16.5 

percent), mining and logging (11.2 percent) and leisure and hospitality (9.8 percent).

* For Illinois-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Illinois office: http://www.ides.illinois.gov/page.aspx?item=3528

The unemployment rate in Illinois was 6.1 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 2.1 

percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 11.2 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Illinois fell by 4,400 jobs. Over the past year, the Illinois private sector has added 63,000 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 62,100 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Illinois exports over the past 12 months are up 25.4 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Illinois increased by 3.7 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 11.0 percent since their recent low in the fourth quarter of 2011 but remain 14.3 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Illinois totaled 11,050 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 61.5 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Illinois, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Illinois Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Illinois United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.1% 5.7%

January 2014 8.2% 6.6%

January 2013 9.1% 8.0%

January 2012 9.1% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 7.7% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 9.2% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 13.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 57,196$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 58,989$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 13.3% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 10.0% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 12.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Illinois Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Illinois to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Illinois, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Illinois:  
6.1% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 1.5% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Indiana, exports totaled $2.9 billion in January and $34.3 billion over the past year, up 6.9 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Indiana

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

197,200 Indiana residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 344,300 in February 2010. There are 

still 44,700 more people unemployed in Indiana than when the recession began.

In Indiana, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 21,766 during January, up 20.8 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 21.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Indiana private-sector employers have added 253,300 jobs (an increase of 10.8 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Indiana, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: manufacturing (77,100 jobs), professional and 

business services (61,300 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (48,700 jobs).

The Indiana sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(22.9 percent), manufacturing (17.6 percent) and other services (11.4 percent).

* For Indiana-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Indiana office: http://www.hoosierdata.in.gov/

The unemployment rate in Indiana was 6.0 percent in January 2015, up 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.2 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 10.9 percent in February 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Indiana grew by 8,600 jobs. Over the past year, the Indiana private sector has added 57,000 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 41,600 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Indiana exports over the past 12 months are up 16.4 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Indiana increased by 2.8 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 10.7 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 and are now 1.9 percent 

above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Indiana totaled 14,200 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 26.1 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Indiana, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Indiana Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Indiana United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.0% 5.7%

January 2014 6.2% 6.6%

January 2013 8.4% 8.0%

January 2012 8.5% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.0% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.7% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 16.9% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 50,553$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 53,313$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 11.6% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 11.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 14.0% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Indiana Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Indiana to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Indiana, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Indiana:  
6.0% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.8% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Kansas increased by 4.1 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 10.8 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 and are now 2.4 percent 

above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Kansas totaled 7,190 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 6.4 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Kansas, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Kansas

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

63,200 Kansas residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 111,300 in August 2009. There are now 

1,500 fewer people unemployed in Kansas than when the recession began.

In Kansas, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 11,628 during January, up 7.5 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 13.4 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Kansas private-sector employers have added 82,700 jobs (an increase of 7.8 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Kansas, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (27,800 

jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (17,700 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (12,900 jobs).

The Kansas sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (24.4 percent), 

professional and business services (19.5 percent) and construction (16.7 percent).

* For Kansas-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Kansas office: http://www.dol.ks.gov/lmis/Default.aspx

The unemployment rate in Kansas was 4.2 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 0.5 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 7.3 percent in September 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Kansas fell by 1,500 jobs. Over the past year, the Kansas private sector has added 17,100 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 20,000 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Kansas exports over the past 12 months are up 9.5 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Kansas, exports totaled $813 million in January and $11.2 billion over the past year, down 6.2 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

-15.0

-10.0

-5.0

0.0

5.0

10.0

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Jo
b

 C
h

an
ge

s 
(t

h
o

u
sa

n
d

s)
 

Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Kansas Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Kansas United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.2% 5.7%

January 2014 4.7% 6.6%

January 2013 5.5% 8.0%

January 2012 5.9% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.4% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.5% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 11.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 51,485$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 54,485$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 13.2% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 11.7% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 12.3% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Kansas Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Kansas to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Kansas, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

Kansas 

-6.0%

-4.0%

-2.0%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

2.5% 3.0% 3.5% 4.0% 4.5% 5.0% 5.5% 6.0% 6.5% 7.0% 7.5% 8.0%

N
et

 J
o

b
 G

ai
n

s 
Si

n
ce

 t
h

e 
R

ec
es

si
o

n
 B

eg
an

 

January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Kansas:  
4.2% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.0% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Kentucky, exports totaled $2.1 billion in January and $26.5 billion over the past year, up 9.3 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Kentucky

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

108,600 Kentucky residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 224,000 in June 2009. There are now 

2,100 fewer people unemployed in Kentucky than when the recession began.

In Kentucky, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 12,434 during January, down 27.2 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 19.6 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Kentucky private-sector employers have added 136,100 jobs (an increase of 9.6 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Kentucky, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (40,200 

jobs), manufacturing (36,800 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (25,100 jobs).

The Kentucky sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(23.0 percent), manufacturing (18.1 percent) and leisure and hospitality (13.6 percent).

* For Kentucky-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Kentucky office: http://www.workforcekentucky.ky.gov/

The unemployment rate in Kentucky was 5.5 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 2.0 

percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 10.9 percent in June 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Kentucky grew by 5,000 jobs. Over the past year, the Kentucky private sector has added 

39,600 jobs. This compares with an increase of 22,300 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Kentucky exports over the past 12 months are up 35.3 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Kentucky increased by 3.9 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 10.5 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 and are now 4.8 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Kentucky totaled 9,930 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 48.2 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Kentucky, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Kentucky Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Kentucky United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.5% 5.7%

January 2014 7.5% 6.6%

January 2013 8.1% 8.0%

January 2012 8.5% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.0% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.0% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 16.1% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 42,158$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 44,324$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 20.0% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 15.5% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 14.3% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Kentucky Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Kentucky to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Kentucky, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Kentucky:  
5.5% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.4% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Louisiana increased by 2.9 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 11.7 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 and are now 5.7 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Louisiana totaled 14,330 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 20.9 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Louisiana, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Louisiana

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

153,700 Louisiana residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 173,600 in November 2010. There 

are still 69,100 more people unemployed in Louisiana than when the recession began.

In Louisiana, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 10,709 during January, up 4.0 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 10.3 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Louisiana private-sector employers have added 157,400 jobs (an increase of 10.5 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In Louisiana, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: education and health services (36,200 

jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (32,100 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (30,700 jobs).

The Louisiana sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: leisure and hospitality (15.9 percent), 

construction (13.8 percent) and education and health services (13.5 percent).

* For Louisiana-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Louisiana office: http://www.laworks.net/LaborMarketInfo/LMI_MainMenu.asp

The unemployment rate in Louisiana was 7.0 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is up 1.5 

percentage points from one year earlier but remains below its recent peak of 8.3 percent in December 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Louisiana fell by 6,300 jobs. Over the past year, the Louisiana private sector has added 

30,300 jobs. This compares with an increase of 37,700 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Louisiana exports over the past 12 months are up 40.9 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Louisiana, exports totaled $5.0 billion in January and $61.0 billion over the past year, up 1.1 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Louisiana Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Louisiana United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 7.0% 5.7%

January 2014 5.5% 6.6%

January 2013 6.9% 8.0%

January 2012 7.4% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.4% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 4.9% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 10.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 39,622$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 46,414$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 19.2% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 16.1% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 16.6% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Louisiana Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Louisiana to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Louisiana, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

Louisiana 

-6.0%

-4.0%

-2.0%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

2.5% 3.0% 3.5% 4.0% 4.5% 5.0% 5.5% 6.0% 6.5% 7.0% 7.5% 8.0%

N
et

 J
o

b
 G

ai
n

s 
Si

n
ce

 t
h

e 
R

ec
es

si
o

n
 B

eg
an

 

January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Louisiana:  
7.0% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 2.8% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Massachusetts, exports totaled $2.0 billion in January and $26.0 billion over the past year, up 1.3 percent from the 12 months 

ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Massachusetts

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

181,700 Massachusetts residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 305,400 in November 2009. 

There are still 22,500 more people unemployed in Massachusetts than when the recession began.

In Massachusetts, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 30,814 during January, up 4.3 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 3.7 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Massachusetts private-sector employers have added 227,300 jobs (an increase of 8.2 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In Massachusetts, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(63,700 jobs), education and health services (55,600 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (38,600 jobs).

The Massachusetts sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: construction (21.6 percent), 

professional and business services (13.9 percent) and other services (13.8 percent).

* For Massachusetts-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Massachusetts office: http://www.mass.gov/lwd/economic-data/

The unemployment rate in Massachusetts was 5.1 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is 

down 1.0 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.8 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Massachusetts grew by 800 jobs. Over the past year, the Massachusetts private sector has 

added 56,600 jobs. This compares with an increase of 44,200 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Massachusetts exports over the past 12 months are down 2.5 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Massachusetts increased by 3.6 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 13.4 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2012 but remain 5.6 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Massachusetts totaled 25,680 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 81.4 percent 

from December.

Within the Northeast census region, which includes Massachusetts, sales of new single-family homes totaled 15,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 51.6 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 7.1 percent to 520,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Massachusetts Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Massachusetts United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.1% 5.7%

January 2014 6.1% 6.6%

January 2013 6.7% 8.0%

January 2012 6.7% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 7.4% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.3% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 11.9% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 62,963$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 65,682$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 11.9% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 11.2% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 3.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Massachusetts Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Massachusetts to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in 

Massachusetts, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Massachusetts:  
5.1% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 4.1% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Maryland, exports totaled $792 million in January and $11.7 billion over the past year, up 5.6 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Maryland

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

172,200 Maryland residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 237,100 in February 2010. There are 

still 70,100 more people unemployed in Maryland than when the recession began.

In Maryland, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 19,254 during January, up 4.0 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 23.8 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Maryland private-sector employers have added 161,900 jobs (an increase of 8.2 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Maryland, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (50,500 

jobs), education and health services (43,600 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (39,900 jobs).

The Maryland sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: leisure and hospitality (17.9 percent), 

professional and business services (13.3 percent) and logging, mining and construction (11.4 percent).

* For Maryland-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Maryland office: http://www.dllr.maryland.gov/lmi/

The unemployment rate in Maryland was 5.5 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 0.5 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 7.8 percent in February 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Maryland fell by 300 jobs. Over the past year, the Maryland private sector has added 34,000 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 14,500 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Maryland exports over the past 12 months are up 11.9 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Maryland decreased by 0.7 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 11.4 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2012 but remain 17.8 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Maryland totaled 16,890 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 42.3 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Maryland, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

-40.0

-30.0

-20.0

-10.0

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Jo
b

 C
h

an
ge

s 
(t

h
o

u
sa

n
d

s)
 

Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Maryland Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Maryland United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.5% 5.7%

January 2014 6.0% 6.6%

January 2013 6.8% 8.0%

January 2012 6.9% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.4% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.9% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 5.7% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 65,262$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 73,734$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 10.3% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 8.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 10.2% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Maryland Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Maryland to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Maryland, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Maryland:  
5.5% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.1% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Maine increased by 1.7 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 6.4 percent since their recent low in the third quarter of 2012 but remain 5.9 percent below 

their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Maine totaled 2,760 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 8.0 percent from 

December.

Within the Northeast census region, which includes Maine, sales of new single-family homes totaled 15,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 51.6 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

7.1 percent to 520,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Maine

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

36,000 Maine residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 58,000 in May 2009. There are still 1,900 

more people unemployed in Maine than when the recession began.

In Maine, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 5,426 during January, down 9.5 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 13.5 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Maine private-sector employers have added 13,600 jobs (an increase of 2.8 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Maine, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (6,900 

jobs), education and health services (3,300 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (2,700 jobs).

The Maine sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services (12.2 

percent), other services (7.6 percent) and construction (4.5 percent).

* For Maine-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Maine office: http://www.state.me.us/labor/cwri/index.html

The unemployment rate in Maine was 5.2 percent in January 2015, down 0.3 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.8 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.3 percent in July 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Maine fell by 3,000 jobs. Over the past year, the Maine private sector has lost 500 jobs. This 

compares with an increase of 4,200 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Maine exports over the past 12 months are down 20.0 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Maine, exports totaled $205 million in January and $2.6 billion over the past year, up 4.0 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Maine Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Maine United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.2% 5.7%

January 2014 6.0% 6.6%

January 2013 7.1% 8.0%

January 2012 7.6% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 12.3% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.6% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 7.5% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 50,121$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 53,808$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 12.3% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 10.9% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 11.2% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Maine Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Maine to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Maine, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Maine:  
5.2% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 3.1% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Michigan increased by 7.8 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 30.4 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 10.3 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Michigan totaled 15,330 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 10.5 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Michigan, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Michigan

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

298,400 Michigan residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 737,300 in June 2009. There are now 

65,800 fewer people unemployed in Michigan than when the recession began.

In Michigan, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 46,187 during January, up 8.7 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 7.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Michigan private-sector employers have added 456,900 jobs (an increase of 14.3 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Michigan, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(135,500 jobs), manufacturing (127,000 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (59,000 jobs).

The Michigan sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: manufacturing (27.4 percent), 

professional and business services (26.9 percent) and construction (26.4 percent).

* For Michigan-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Michigan office: http://www.milmi.org/

The unemployment rate in Michigan was 6.3 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

1.6 percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 14.9 percent in June 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Michigan grew by 28,200 jobs. Over the past year, the Michigan private sector has added 

102,600 jobs. This compares with an increase of 71,100 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Michigan exports over the past 12 months are up 16.0 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Michigan, exports totaled $4.2 billion in January and $53.3 billion over the past year, down 3.4 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Michigan Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Michigan United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.3% 5.7%

January 2014 7.9% 6.6%

January 2013 8.9% 8.0%

January 2012 9.2% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 8.5% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 10.6% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 13.5% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 48,801$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 55,466$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 14.5% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 10.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 11.0% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Michigan Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Michigan to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Michigan, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Michigan:  
6.3% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 0.1% 

5.7% 
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In Minnesota, exports totaled $1.6 billion in January and $20.3 billion over the past year, up 3.2 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Minnesota

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

110,100 Minnesota residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 237,800 in June 2009. There are 

now 27,700 fewer people unemployed in Minnesota than when the recession began.

In Minnesota, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 18,582 during January, down 7.3 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 9.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Minnesota private-sector employers have added 197,000 jobs (an increase of 8.9 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Minnesota, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(49,100 jobs), education and health services (47,600 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (27,000 jobs).

The Minnesota sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (24.6 percent), 

construction (19.2 percent) and professional and business services (15.8 percent).

* For Minnesota-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Minnesota office: http://www.mn.gov/deed/data/

The unemployment rate in Minnesota was 3.7 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 0.8 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.1 percent in June 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Minnesota fell by 7,000 jobs. Over the past year, the Minnesota private sector has added 

28,400 jobs. This compares with an increase of 32,100 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Minnesota exports over the past 12 months are up 4.6 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Minnesota increased by 3.9 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 19.4 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 7.3 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Minnesota totaled 23,100 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 4.2 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Minnesota, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Minnesota Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Minnesota United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 3.7% 5.7%

January 2014 4.5% 6.6%

January 2013 5.2% 8.0%

January 2012 5.7% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.1% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.0% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 8.8% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 60,907$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 65,227$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 12.0% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.3% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 8.2% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Minnesota Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Minnesota to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in 

Minnesota, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Minnesota:  
3.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.9% 

5.7% 
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In Missouri, exports totaled $1.0 billion in January and $13.6 billion over the past year, up 12.0 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Missouri

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

169,400 Missouri residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 298,500 in January 2010. There are 

still 4,300 more people unemployed in Missouri than when the recession began.

In Missouri, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 26,668 during January, up 1.8 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 14.8 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Missouri private-sector employers have added 122,800 jobs (an increase of 5.6 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Missouri, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (42,600 

jobs), education and health services (24,800 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (21,400 jobs).

The Missouri sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(13.5 percent), leisure and hospitality (7.9 percent) and manufacturing (7.0 percent).

* For Missouri-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Missouri office: http://www.labor.mo.gov/data/

The unemployment rate in Missouri was 5.5 percent in January 2015, up 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.9 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 9.8 percent in February 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Missouri grew by 12,000 jobs. Over the past year, the Missouri private sector has added 

41,700 jobs. This compares with an increase of 19,800 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Missouri exports over the past 12 months are up 1.9 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Missouri increased by 4.5 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 13.9 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 2.8 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Missouri totaled 16,010 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 7.7 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Missouri, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Missouri Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Missouri United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.5% 5.7%

January 2014 6.4% 6.6%

January 2013 6.6% 8.0%

January 2012 7.2% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.4% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.1% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 7.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 50,311$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 51,686$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 13.7% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 12.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 13.0% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Missouri Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Missouri to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Missouri, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Missouri:  
5.5% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 1.6% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Mississippi increased by 2.5 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 8.0 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 but remain 6.6 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Mississippi totaled 8,920 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 127.6 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Mississippi, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Mississippi

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

87,600 Mississippi residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 137,000 in February 2010. There are 

still 9,200 more people unemployed in Mississippi than when the recession began.

In Mississippi, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 8,467 during January, down 12.4 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 16.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Mississippi private-sector employers have added 48,600 jobs (an increase of 5.8 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Mississippi, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(16,800 jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (13,100 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (8,700 jobs).

The Mississippi sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(19.2 percent), information services (9.0 percent) and mining and logging (8.3 percent).

* For Mississippi-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Mississippi office: http://mdes.ms.gov/information-center/labor-market-information/

The unemployment rate in Mississippi was 7.1 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

0.8 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 10.8 percent in March 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Mississippi grew by 4,700 jobs. Over the past year, the Mississippi private sector has added 

8,200 jobs. This compares with an increase of 15,100 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Mississippi exports over the past 12 months are up 25.3 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Mississippi, exports totaled $914 million in January and $10.9 billion over the past year, down 7.1 percent from the 12 months 

ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Mississippi Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Mississippi United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 7.1% 5.7%

January 2014 7.9% 6.6%

January 2013 8.9% 8.0%

January 2012 9.2% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 8.9% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 9.2% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 14.6% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 40,850$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 41,882$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 22.5% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 22.6% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 17.1% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Mississippi Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Mississippi to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in 

Mississippi, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

Mississippi 

-6.0%

-4.0%

-2.0%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

2.5% 3.0% 3.5% 4.0% 4.5% 5.0% 5.5% 6.0% 6.5% 7.0% 7.5% 8.0%

N
et

 J
o

b
 G

ai
n

s 
Si

n
ce

 t
h

e 
R

ec
es

si
o

n
 B

eg
an

 

January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Mississippi:  
7.1% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 2.7% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Montana increased by 3.9 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 19.3 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 and are now 4.3 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Montana totaled 2,200 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 58.3 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Montana, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 9.1 

percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Montana

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

23,100 Montana residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 37,100 in March 2010. There are still 

1,600 more people unemployed in Montana than when the recession began.

In Montana, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 4,512 during January, down 4.9 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 10.4 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Montana private-sector employers have added 33,200 jobs (an increase of 9.9 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Montana, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: trade, transportation and utilities (9,500 

jobs), education and health services (6,100 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (4,700 jobs).

The Montana sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (28.2 percent), 

financial activities (21.1 percent) and manufacturing (12.6 percent).

* For Montana-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Montana office: 

http://www.ourfactsyourfuture.org/cgi/databrowsing/?PAGEID=4&SUBID=190

The unemployment rate in Montana was 4.4 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

0.6 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 7.4 percent in April 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Montana grew by 1,100 jobs. Over the past year, the Montana private sector has added 

4,500 jobs. This compares with an increase of 8,700 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Montana exports over the past 12 months are down 1.3 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Montana, exports totaled $104 million in January and $1.5 billion over the past year, up 3.2 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Montana Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Montana United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.4% 5.7%

January 2014 5.0% 6.6%

January 2013 5.5% 8.0%

January 2012 6.3% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 13.4% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.4% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 12.3% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 44,132$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 49,046$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 14.5% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 13.0% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 16.5% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Montana Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Montana to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Montana, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
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United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Montana:  
4.4% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 2.3% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In North Carolina, exports totaled $2.5 billion in January and $30.1 billion over the past year, up 8.5 percent from the 12 months 

ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: North Carolina

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

248,900 North Carolina residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 522,900 in February 2010. 

There are still 20,300 more people unemployed in North Carolina than when the recession began.

In North Carolina, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 18,933 during January, down 11.5 percent from the 

previous month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 39.3 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

North Carolina private-sector employers have added 365,400 jobs (an increase of 11.7 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In North Carolina, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(116,300 jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (69,200 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (69,000 jobs).

The North Carolina sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business 

services (24.6 percent), leisure and hospitality (17.8 percent) and other services (11.6 percent).

* For North Carolina-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the North Carolina office: 

https://www.ndworkforceintelligence.com/gsipub/index.asp?docid=543

The unemployment rate in North Carolina was 5.4 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 1.2 

percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 11.3 percent in March 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in North Carolina grew by 2,000 jobs. Over the past year, the North Carolina private sector has 

added 109,400 jobs. This compares with an increase of 70,700 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

North Carolina exports over the past 12 months are up 18.3 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in North Carolina increased by 2.5 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 11.8 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 3.6 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in North Carolina totaled 49,080 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 3.2 percent 

from December.

Within the South census region, which includes North Carolina, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  North Carolina Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



North Carolina United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.4% 5.7%

January 2014 6.6% 6.6%

January 2013 8.7% 8.0%

January 2012 9.4% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.6% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.2% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 6.5% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 41,208$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 48,886$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 18.6% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 15.5% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 15.6% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does North Carolina Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of North Carolina to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in North 

Carolina, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 North Carolina:  
5.4% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.8% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In North Dakota, exports totaled $355 million in January and $5.1 billion over the past year, up 46.9 percent from the 12 months 

ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: North Dakota

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

11,900 North Dakota residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 15,800 in April 2009. There are still 

700 more people unemployed in North Dakota than when the recession began.

In North Dakota, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 2,242 during January, up 3.2 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 12.3 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

North Dakota private-sector employers have added 99,200 jobs (an increase of 34.2 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In North Dakota, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: trade, transportation and utilities 

(29,300 jobs), mining and logging (23,900 jobs) and construction (15,100 jobs).

The North Dakota sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (281.2 

percent), construction (70.9 percent) and trade, transportation and utilities (37.1 percent).

* For North Dakota-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the North Dakota office: 

https://www.ndworkforceintelligence.com/analyzer/default.asp

The unemployment rate in North Dakota was 2.8 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is up 0.1 

percentage point from one year earlier but remains below its recent peak of 4.3 percent in May 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in North Dakota grew by 1,000 jobs. Over the past year, the North Dakota private sector has 

added 18,600 jobs. This compares with an increase of 13,800 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

North Dakota exports over the past 12 months are up 95.8 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in North Dakota increased by 8.4 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). North Dakota home prices generally rose throughout the recession and recovery, and they are 

now 41.9 percent above their level in the fourth quarter of 2007.

Housing starts in North Dakota totaled 2,290 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 73.2 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes North Dakota, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  North Dakota Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



North Dakota United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 2.8% 5.7%

January 2014 2.7% 6.6%

January 2013 3.1% 8.0%

January 2012 3.1% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.8% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 3.2% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 7.5% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 52,888$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 53,034$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 9.9% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.3% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 10.4% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does North Dakota Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of North Dakota to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in North 

Dakota, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 North Dakota:  
2.8% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 30.0% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Nebraska increased by 3.7 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 15.7 percent since their recent low in the fourth quarter of 2010 and are now 8.5 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Nebraska totaled 4,900 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 34.6 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Nebraska, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Nebraska

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

29,900 Nebraska residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 48,000 in January 2010. There are 

now 100 fewer people unemployed in Nebraska than when the recession began.

In Nebraska, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 4,896 during January, down 10.8 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 11.5 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Nebraska private-sector employers have added 57,900 jobs (an increase of 7.5 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Nebraska, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (14,400 

jobs), education and health services (10,900 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (9,600 jobs).

The Nebraska sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(14.5 percent), leisure and hospitality (12.0 percent) and education and health services (7.8 percent).

* For Nebraska-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Nebraska office: http://www.dol.nebraska.gov/

The unemployment rate in Nebraska was 2.9 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

0.6 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 4.8 percent in March 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Nebraska grew by 4,800 jobs. Over the past year, the Nebraska private sector has added 

9,900 jobs. This compares with an increase of 14,200 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Nebraska exports over the past 12 months are up 24.0 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Nebraska, exports totaled $539 million in January and $7.5 billion over the past year, up 6.6 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Nebraska Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Nebraska United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 2.9% 5.7%

January 2014 3.5% 6.6%

January 2013 3.9% 8.0%

January 2012 4.1% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.8% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 4.4% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 13.8% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 53,774$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 55,246$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 11.0% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.9% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 11.3% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Nebraska Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Nebraska to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Nebraska, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Nebraska:  
2.9% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 3.5% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in New Hampshire increased by 4.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 10.3 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2012 but remain 13.2 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in New Hampshire totaled 1,990 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 12.7 percent 

from December.

Within the Northeast census region, which includes New Hampshire, sales of new single-family homes totaled 15,000 units 

(seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 51.6 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family 

homes decreased by 7.1 percent to 520,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: New Hampshire

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

29,400 New Hampshire residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 49,000 in June 2009. There are 

still 3,400 more people unemployed in New Hampshire than when the recession began.

In New Hampshire, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 3,813 during January, down 5.5 percent from the 

previous month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 10.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

New Hampshire private-sector employers have added 34,300 jobs (an increase of 6.5 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In New Hampshire, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(10,400 jobs), education and health services (5,300 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (4,700 jobs).

The New Hampshire sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: other services (17.3 percent), 

professional and business services (16.5 percent) and construction (14.6 percent).

* For New Hampshire-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the New Hampshire office: http://www.nh.gov/nhes/elmi/

The unemployment rate in New Hampshire was 4.0 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 0.6 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 6.6 percent in July 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in New Hampshire fell by 2,100 jobs. Over the past year, the New Hampshire private sector 

has added 5,500 jobs. This compares with an increase of 8,600 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

New Hampshire exports over the past 12 months are down 8.2 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In New Hampshire, exports totaled $293 million in January and $4.1 billion over the past year, down 1.1 percent from the 12 months 

ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  New Hampshire Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



New Hampshire United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.0% 5.7%

January 2014 4.6% 6.6%

January 2013 5.4% 8.0%

January 2012 5.4% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.9% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 4.5% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 3.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 71,322$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 75,920$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 9.0% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 5.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 10.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does New Hampshire Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of New Hampshire to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in New 

Hampshire, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 New Hampshire:  
4.0% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 0.0% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in New Jersey increased by 3.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 6.8 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2012 but remain 15.7 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in New Jersey totaled 25,780 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 6.9 percent from 

December.

Within the Northeast census region, which includes New Jersey, sales of new single-family homes totaled 15,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 51.6 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 7.1 percent to 520,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: New Jersey

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

286,800 New Jersey residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 445,400 in November 2009. There 

are still 82,800 more people unemployed in New Jersey than when the recession began.

In New Jersey, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 45,671 during January, up 4.2 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 4.3 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

New Jersey private-sector employers have added 180,800 jobs (an increase of 5.7 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In New Jersey, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(51,300 jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (47,600 jobs) and education and health services (46,800 jobs).

The New Jersey sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: construction (15.0 percent), leisure 

and hospitality (9.6 percent) and professional and business services (8.9 percent).

* For New Jersey-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the New Jersey office: http://lwd.dol.state.nj.us/labor/lpa/LMI_index.html

The unemployment rate in New Jersey was 6.3 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 0.8 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 9.8 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in New Jersey grew by 11,800 jobs. Over the past year, the New Jersey private sector has 

added 44,000 jobs. This compares with an increase of 30,300 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

New Jersey exports over the past 12 months are up 6.2 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In New Jersey, exports totaled $2.6 billion in January and $35.2 billion over the past year, up 2.2 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  New Jersey Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



New Jersey United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.3% 5.7%

January 2014 7.1% 6.6%

January 2013 8.8% 8.0%

January 2012 9.1% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 5.9% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 10.8% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 11.8% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 61,782$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 67,980$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 11.1% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 8.7% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 13.2% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does New Jersey Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of New Jersey to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in New 

Jersey, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 New Jersey:  
6.3% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 2.2% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in New Mexico increased by 2.2 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 7.1 percent since their recent low in the fourth quarter of 2011 but remain 11.6 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in New Mexico totaled 4,450 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 13.8 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes New Mexico, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 9.1 percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: New Mexico

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

54,400 New Mexico residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 77,700 in June 2010. There are still 

17,300 more people unemployed in New Mexico than when the recession began.

In New Mexico, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 5,104 during January, up 2.4 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 8.4 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

New Mexico private-sector employers have added 34,400 jobs (an increase of 5.7 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In New Mexico, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: education and health services (12,400 

jobs), mining and logging (10,400 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (7,000 jobs).

The New Mexico sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (58.4 percent), 

education and health services (10.4 percent) and leisure and hospitality (8.4 percent).

* For New Mexico-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the New Mexico office: 

http://www.dws.state.nm.us/LaborMarketInformation/DataandStatistics/EconomicData

The unemployment rate in New Mexico was 5.9 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is 

down 0.8 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.3 percent in July 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in New Mexico grew by 1,500 jobs. Over the past year, the New Mexico private sector has 

added 13,500 jobs. This compares with an increase of 5,400 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

New Mexico exports over the past 12 months are up 120.7 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In New Mexico, exports totaled $319 million in January and $3.6 billion over the past year, up 37.8 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

-10.0

-8.0

-6.0

-4.0

-2.0

0.0

2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Jo
b

 C
h

an
ge

s 
(t

h
o

u
sa

n
d

s)
 

Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  New Mexico Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



New Mexico United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.9% 5.7%

January 2014 6.7% 6.6%

January 2013 6.8% 8.0%

January 2012 7.5% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 11.7% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.3% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 11.1% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 42,127$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 49,833$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 21.7% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 14.0% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 18.6% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does New Mexico Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of New Mexico to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in New 

Mexico, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 New Mexico:  
5.9% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 2.4% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Nevada, exports totaled $673 million in January and $7.3 billion over the past year, down 11.5 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Nevada

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

99,300 Nevada residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 186,500 in November 2010. There are 

still 31,100 more people unemployed in Nevada than when the recession began.

In Nevada, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 13,053 during January, down 11.1 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 6.9 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Nevada private-sector employers have added 121,900 jobs (an increase of 12.7 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Nevada, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: leisure and hospitality (35,000 jobs), 

professional and business services (27,300 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (25,400 jobs).

The Nevada sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(20.4 percent), mining and logging (20.3 percent) and education and health services (18.9 percent).

* For Nevada-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Nevada office: http://www.nevadaworkforce.com/

The unemployment rate in Nevada was 7.1 percent in January 2015, up 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 1.4 

percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 13.7 percent in November 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Nevada grew by 7,200 jobs. Over the past year, the Nevada private sector has added 43,400 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 33,000 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Nevada exports over the past 12 months are up 22.4 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Nevada increased by 9.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 59.8 percent since their recent low in the fourth quarter of 2011 but remain 36.0 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Nevada totaled 10,350 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 19.8 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Nevada, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 9.1 

percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Nevada Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Nevada United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 7.1% 5.7%

January 2014 8.5% 6.6%

January 2013 10.2% 8.0%

January 2012 12.0% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 11.2% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 8.4% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 9.3% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 45,369$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 60,733$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 17.4% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.7% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 20.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Nevada Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Nevada to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Nevada, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Nevada:  
7.1% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 4.3% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in New York increased by 1.9 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 6.5 percent since their recent low in the fourth quarter of 2011 but remain 3.2 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in New York totaled 34,860 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 15.6 percent from 

December.

Within the Northeast census region, which includes New York, sales of new single-family homes totaled 15,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 51.6 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 7.1 percent to 520,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: New York

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

554,900 New York residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 851,100 in November 2009. There 

are still 88,600 more people unemployed in New York than when the recession began.

In New York, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 80,225 during January, down 11.1 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 7.2 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

New York private-sector employers have added 749,600 jobs (an increase of 10.7 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In New York, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: education and health services (206,500 

jobs), professional and business services (153,100 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (148,600 jobs).

The New York sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: leisure and hospitality (20.6 percent), 

professional and business services (14.1 percent) and construction (13.7 percent).

* For New York-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the New York office: http://www.labor.state.ny.us/stats/index.shtm

The unemployment rate in New York was 5.8 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 1.0 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.9 percent in December 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in New York grew by 16,100 jobs. Over the past year, the New York private sector has added 

152,600 jobs. This compares with an increase of 161,700 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

New York exports over the past 12 months are up 15.8 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In New York, exports totaled $6.3 billion in January and $81.3 billion over the past year, up 2.1 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  New York Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



New York United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.8% 5.7%

January 2014 6.8% 6.6%

January 2013 8.0% 8.0%

January 2012 8.6% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 6.1% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 8.2% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 8.3% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 53,843$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 54,988$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 14.5% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 14.5% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 10.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does New York Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of New York to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in New York, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

New York 

-6.0%

-4.0%

-2.0%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

2.5% 3.0% 3.5% 4.0% 4.5% 5.0% 5.5% 6.0% 6.5% 7.0% 7.5% 8.0%

N
et

 J
o

b
 G

ai
n

s 
Si

n
ce

 t
h

e 
R

ec
es

si
o

n
 B

eg
an

 

January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 New York:  
5.8% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 4.5% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Ohio increased by 4.4 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter for 

which data are available). They are up 14.1 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 but remain 3.7 percent below 

their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Ohio totaled 21,500 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 5.3 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Ohio, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Ohio

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

292,500 Ohio residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 645,700 in January 2010. There are now 

46,900 fewer people unemployed in Ohio than when the recession began.

In Ohio, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 37,291 during January, up 5.2 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 16.6 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Ohio private-sector employers have added 424,900 jobs (an increase of 10.1 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Ohio, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (106,900 

jobs), leisure and hospitality (78,300 jobs) and manufacturing (68,700 jobs).

The Ohio sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (41.4 percent), 

professional and business services (17.5 percent) and leisure and hospitality (16.6 percent).

* For Ohio-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Ohio office: http://lmi.state.oh.us/data.htm

The unemployment rate in Ohio was 5.1 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 1.4 percentage 

points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 11.0 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Ohio grew by 33,300 jobs. Over the past year, the Ohio private sector has added 104,800 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 77,300 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Ohio exports over the past 12 months are up 16.6 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Ohio, exports totaled $3.9 billion in January and $49.8 billion over the past year, up 4.0 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Ohio Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Ohio United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.1% 5.7%

January 2014 6.5% 6.6%

January 2013 7.4% 8.0%

January 2012 7.7% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.7% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.8% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 11.8% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 46,398$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 55,162$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 13.7% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 12.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 11.0% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Ohio Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Ohio to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Ohio, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 
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Unemployment rate below national rate; 
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United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
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Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Ohio:  
5.1% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 0.5% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Oklahoma increased by 5.7 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 15.3 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 and are now 10.1 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Oklahoma totaled 13,780 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 21.2 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Oklahoma, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Oklahoma

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

69,400 Oklahoma residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 125,600 in February 2010. There are 

still 6,700 more people unemployed in Oklahoma than when the recession began.

In Oklahoma, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 8,017 during January, down 2.6 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 16.4 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Oklahoma private-sector employers have added 128,000 jobs (an increase of 10.7 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In Oklahoma, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: trade, transportation and utilities (27,000 

jobs), professional and business services (25,000 jobs) and mining and logging (21,300 jobs).

The Oklahoma sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (52.0 percent), 

construction (19.6 percent) and professional and business services (14.8 percent).

* For Oklahoma-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Oklahoma office: 

http://www.ok.gov/oesc_web/Services/Find_Labor_Market_Statistics/

The unemployment rate in Oklahoma was 3.9 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 1.1 

percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 7.1 percent in March 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Oklahoma grew by 1,100 jobs. Over the past year, the Oklahoma private sector has added 

24,200 jobs. This compares with an increase of 23,300 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Oklahoma exports over the past 12 months are up 7.9 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Oklahoma, exports totaled $423 million in January and $6.0 billion over the past year, down 6.0 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Oklahoma Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Oklahoma United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 3.9% 5.7%

January 2014 5.0% 6.6%

January 2013 5.3% 8.0%

January 2012 5.4% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.6% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 4.4% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 10.7% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 43,777$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 48,552$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 14.0% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 13.4% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 17.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Oklahoma Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Oklahoma to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in 

Oklahoma, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Oklahoma:  
3.9% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 3.9% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Oregon, exports totaled $1.7 billion in January and $20.1 billion over the past year, up 13.2 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Oregon

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

123,800 Oregon residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 236,900 in May 2009. There are still 

20,200 more people unemployed in Oregon than when the recession began.

In Oregon, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 23,087 during January, down 2.7 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 13.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Oregon private-sector employers have added 162,700 jobs (an increase of 12.6 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Oregon, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (41,600 

jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (32,500 jobs) and education and health services (25,900 jobs).

The Oregon sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(22.4 percent), construction (19.1 percent) and mining and logging (16.9 percent).

* For Oregon-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Oregon office: http://www.qualityinfo.org/olmisj/OlmisZine

The unemployment rate in Oregon was 6.3 percent in January 2015, down 0.4 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.9 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 11.9 percent in May 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Oregon grew by 7,600 jobs. Over the past year, the Oregon private sector has added 49,100 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 41,300 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Oregon exports over the past 12 months are up 11.7 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Oregon increased by 6.7 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 29.6 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 6.7 percent 

below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Oregon totaled 12,900 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 13.1 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Oregon, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 9.1 

percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Oregon Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Oregon United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.3% 5.7%

January 2014 7.2% 6.6%

January 2013 8.4% 8.0%

January 2012 9.0% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 11.3% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.9% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 4.2% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 56,307$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 56,439$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 15.1% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 12.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 14.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Oregon Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Oregon to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Oregon, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Oregon:  
6.3% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.9% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Pennsylvania, exports totaled $3.0 billion in January and $38.5 billion over the past year, up 0.2 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Pennsylvania

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

322,300 Pennsylvania residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 554,200 in March 2010. There 

are still 17,300 more people unemployed in Pennsylvania than when the recession began.

In Pennsylvania, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 87,153 during January, down 6.9 percent from the 

previous month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 10.5 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Pennsylvania private-sector employers have added 312,700 jobs (an increase of 6.5 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In Pennsylvania, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(84,500 jobs), education and health services (65,700 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (56,300 jobs).

The Pennsylvania sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (63.8 percent), 

professional and business services (12.4 percent) and leisure and hospitality (11.5 percent).

* For Pennsylvania-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Pennsylvania office: 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1216762&mode=2

The unemployment rate in Pennsylvania was 5.1 percent in January 2015, up 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

1.2 percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.7 percent in April 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Pennsylvania fell by 3,700 jobs. Over the past year, the Pennsylvania private sector has 

added 70,300 jobs. This compares with an increase of 31,700 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Pennsylvania exports over the past 12 months are up 7.3 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Pennsylvania increased by 2.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 8.2 percent since their recent low in the fourth quarter of 2011 but remain 2.3 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Pennsylvania totaled 14,020 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 31.1 percent 

from December.

Within the Northeast census region, which includes Pennsylvania, sales of new single-family homes totaled 15,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 51.6 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 7.1 percent to 520,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Pennsylvania Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Pennsylvania United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.1% 5.7%

January 2014 6.3% 6.6%

January 2013 7.6% 8.0%

January 2012 7.6% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.2% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.7% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 12.4% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 53,952$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 54,418$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 12.4% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 10.4% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 9.7% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Pennsylvania Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Pennsylvania to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in 

Pennsylvania, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Pennsylvania:  
5.1% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.1% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Rhode Island increased by 6.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 9.9 percent since their recent low in the third quarter of 2012 but remain 19.8 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Rhode Island totaled 670 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 49.6 percent from 

December.

Within the Northeast census region, which includes Rhode Island, sales of new single-family homes totaled 15,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 51.6 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 7.1 percent to 520,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Rhode Island

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

35,700 Rhode Island residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 64,000 in June 2009. There are 

still 1,000 more people unemployed in Rhode Island than when the recession began.

In Rhode Island, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 6,113 during January, down 4.1 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 6.1 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Rhode Island private-sector employers have added 26,900 jobs (an increase of 6.8 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In Rhode Island, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(8,800 jobs), leisure and hospitality (7,300 jobs) and education and health services (3,800 jobs).

The Rhode Island sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business 

services (16.8 percent), leisure and hospitality (14.9 percent) and other services (7.2 percent).

* For Rhode Island-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Rhode Island office: http://www.dlt.ri.gov/lmi/news/lfrelease.htm

The unemployment rate in Rhode Island was 6.5 percent in January 2015, down 0.3 percentage point from December. The rate is 

down 2.1 percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 11.3 percent in August 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Rhode Island grew by 2,300 jobs. Over the past year, the Rhode Island private sector has 

added 6,600 jobs. This compares with an increase of 6,000 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Rhode Island exports over the past 12 months are up 15.1 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Rhode Island, exports totaled $167 million in January and $2.3 billion over the past year, up 13.2 percent from the 12 months 

ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Rhode Island Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Rhode Island United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.5% 5.7%

January 2014 8.6% 6.6%

January 2013 9.7% 8.0%

January 2012 10.9% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 8.7% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 8.7% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 9.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 57,812$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 60,904$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 13.5% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.5% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 11.6% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Rhode Island Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Rhode Island to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Rhode 

Island, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
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Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 
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Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Rhode Island:  
6.5% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 1.3% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in South Carolina increased by 6.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 16.5 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 1.9 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in South Carolina totaled 26,300 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.9 percent 

from December.

Within the South census region, which includes South Carolina, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: South Carolina

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

147,000 South Carolina residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 250,700 in June 2009. There 

are still 25,500 more people unemployed in South Carolina than when the recession began.

In South Carolina, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 14,248 during January, down 20.9 percent from the 

previous month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 21.5 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

South Carolina private-sector employers have added 180,400 jobs (an increase of 12.5 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In South Carolina, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(54,400 jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (38,600 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (27,700 jobs).

The South Carolina sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business 

services (26.4 percent), leisure and hospitality (13.5 percent) and manufacturing (12.8 percent).

* For South Carolina-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the South Carolina office: http://dew.sc.gov/about-lmi.asp

The unemployment rate in South Carolina was 6.6 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is up 0.3 

percentage point from one year earlier but remains below its recent peak of 11.7 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in South Carolina grew by 4,800 jobs. Over the past year, the South Carolina private sector has 

added 45,600 jobs. This compares with an increase of 46,200 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

South Carolina exports over the past 12 months are up 34.2 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In South Carolina, exports totaled $2.2 billion in January and $28.5 billion over the past year, up 14.1 percent from the 12 months 

ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  South Carolina Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



South Carolina United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.6% 5.7%

January 2014 6.3% 6.6%

January 2013 8.3% 8.0%

January 2012 9.7% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.8% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 4.1% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 10.9% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 43,749$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 49,672$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 15.9% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 14.1% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 15.8% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does South Carolina Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of South Carolina to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in South 

Carolina, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 South Carolina:  
6.6% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.6% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in South Dakota increased by 4.3 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). South Dakota home prices generally rose throughout the recession and recovery, and they are 

now 13.9 percent above their level in the fourth quarter of 2007.

Housing starts in South Dakota totaled 3,150 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 61.2 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes South Dakota, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: South Dakota

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

15,100 South Dakota residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 22,800 in May 2009. There are still 

3,200 more people unemployed in South Dakota than when the recession began.

In South Dakota, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 1,188 during January, up 8.6 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 12.2 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

South Dakota private-sector employers have added 25,800 jobs (an increase of 8.0 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In South Dakota, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: manufacturing (7,200 jobs), trade, 

transportation and utilities (6,200 jobs) and education and health services (4,700 jobs).

The South Dakota sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: manufacturing (19.8 percent), 

professional and business services (13.0 percent) and logging, mining and construction (12.4 percent).

* For South Dakota-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the South Dakota office: http://dol.sd.gov/lmic/menu_labor_force.aspx

The unemployment rate in South Dakota was 3.4 percent in January 2015, up 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

0.1 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 5.2 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in South Dakota grew by 500 jobs. Over the past year, the South Dakota private sector has 

added 2,700 jobs. This compares with an increase of 6,100 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

South Dakota exports over the past 12 months are up 15.3 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In South Dakota, exports totaled $117 million in January and $1.5 billion over the past year, up 3.9 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  South Dakota Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



South Dakota United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 3.4% 5.7%

January 2014 3.5% 6.6%

January 2013 3.9% 8.0%

January 2012 4.3% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 11.8% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.1% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 2.7% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 54,453$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 52,150$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 10.3% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.4% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 11.3% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does South Dakota Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of South Dakota to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in South 

Dakota, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 South Dakota:  
3.4% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 4.0% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Tennessee increased by 3.9 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 17.2 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 and are now 2.3 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Tennessee totaled 28,070 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 27.5 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Tennessee, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Tennessee

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

201,700 Tennessee residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 337,900 in June 2009. There are 

still 33,200 more people unemployed in Tennessee than when the recession began.

In Tennessee, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 19,184 during January, down 5.7 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 16.3 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Tennessee private-sector employers have added 268,600 jobs (an increase of 12.4 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In Tennessee, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(83,700 jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (50,000 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (39,800 jobs).

The Tennessee sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(28.1 percent), leisure and hospitality (15.3 percent) and logging, mining and construction (12.6 percent).

* For Tennessee-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Tennessee office: http://www.tn.gov/labor-wfd/lmr/

The unemployment rate in Tennessee was 6.7 percent in January 2015, up 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate held 

constant from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 11.1 percent in June 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Tennessee grew by 7,300 jobs. Over the past year, the Tennessee private sector has added 

69,400 jobs. This compares with an increase of 47,300 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Tennessee exports over the past 12 months are up 17.4 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Tennessee, exports totaled $2.5 billion in January and $31.5 billion over the past year, up 2.5 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Tennessee Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Tennessee United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.7% 5.7%

January 2014 6.7% 6.6%

January 2013 7.9% 8.0%

January 2012 7.9% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 10.5% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.9% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 12.8% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 42,499$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 46,282$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 18.1% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 14.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 13.9% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Tennessee Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Tennessee to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in 

Tennessee, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Tennessee:  
6.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.9% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Texas, exports totaled $21.0 billion in January and $272.5 billion over the past year, up 1.9 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Texas

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

585,100 Texas residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 1,011,900 in September 2009. There are 

still 88,200 more people unemployed in Texas than when the recession began.

In Texas, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 71,013 during January, up 7.7 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 8.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Texas private-sector employers have added 1,525,500 jobs (an increase of 18.2 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Texas, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: trade, transportation and utilities (329,700 

jobs), professional and business services (323,000 jobs) and leisure and hospitality (216,500 jobs).

The Texas sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (63.5 percent), 

professional and business services (25.7 percent) and leisure and hospitality (21.7 percent).

* For Texas-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Texas office: http://www.tracer2.com/?PAGEID=133

The unemployment rate in Texas was 4.4 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is down 1.1 

percentage points from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.4 percent in October 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Texas grew by 18,800 jobs. Over the past year, the Texas private sector has added 369,400 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 304,700 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Texas exports over the past 12 months are up 26.7 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Texas increased by 6.4 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 23.7 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 and are now 20.3 percent 

above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Texas totaled 159,450 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 7.3 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Texas, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Texas Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Texas United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.4% 5.7%

January 2014 5.5% 6.6%

January 2013 6.3% 8.0%

January 2012 7.0% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 8.7% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 5.2% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 8.7% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 53,027$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 51,740$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 16.8% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 16.5% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 22.1% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Texas Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Texas to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Texas, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Texas:  
4.4% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 11.8% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Utah increased by 4.5 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter for 

which data are available). They are up 28.1 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 5.7 percent below 

their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Utah totaled 13,030 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 5.5 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Utah, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 9.1 

percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Utah

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

49,800 Utah residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 108,700 in March 2010. There are still 

9,100 more people unemployed in Utah than when the recession began.

In Utah, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 6,211 during January, down 3.5 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 15.2 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Utah private-sector employers have added 175,900 jobs (an increase of 18.4 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Utah, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services (45,100 

jobs), trade, transportation and utilities (32,400 jobs) and education and health services (24,300 jobs).

The Utah sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services (30.3 

percent), construction (29.0 percent) and mining and logging (20.8 percent).

* For Utah-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Utah office: http://jobs.utah.gov/opencms/wi/pubs/une/

The unemployment rate in Utah was 3.4 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.5 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.0 percent in May 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Utah grew by 9,800 jobs. Over the past year, the Utah private sector has added 50,000 jobs. 

This compares with an increase of 33,200 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Utah exports over the past 12 months are down 16.5 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Utah, exports totaled $1.2 billion in January and $11.8 billion over the past year, down 22.0 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Utah Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Utah United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 3.4% 5.7%

January 2014 3.9% 6.6%

January 2013 4.8% 8.0%

January 2012 5.8% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 7.3% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 4.7% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 3.1% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 62,967$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 60,139$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 8.3% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.6% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 14.0% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Utah Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Utah to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Utah, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Utah:  
3.4% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 7.8% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Virginia, exports totaled $1.5 billion in January and $18.3 billion over the past year, up 7.9 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Virginia

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

199,600 Virginia residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 305,700 in February 2010. There are 

still 58,700 more people unemployed in Virginia than when the recession began.

In Virginia, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 16,018 during January, down 20.4 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 18.6 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Virginia private-sector employers have added 183,700 jobs (an increase of 6.3 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Virginia, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: education and health services (48,500 jobs), 

leisure and hospitality (42,200 jobs) and professional and business services (34,900 jobs).

The Virginia sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: leisure and hospitality (12.7 percent), 

education and health services (10.7 percent) and financial activities (9.3 percent).

* For Virginia-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Virginia office: http://www.vawc.virginia.gov/analyzer/default.asp

The unemployment rate in Virginia was 4.7 percent in January 2015, down 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 0.6 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 7.4 percent in February 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Virginia fell by 9,700 jobs. Over the past year, the Virginia private sector has added 24,500 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 6,100 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Virginia exports over the past 12 months are up 5.5 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier (inflation-

adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Virginia increased by 3.1 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent quarter 

for which data are available). They are up 11.7 percent since their recent low in the first quarter of 2011 but remain 8.4 percent below 

their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Virginia totaled 28,660 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 14.5 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes Virginia, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally adjusted 

annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes decreased by 

3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Virginia Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Virginia United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.7% 5.7%

January 2014 5.3% 6.6%

January 2013 5.7% 8.0%

January 2012 6.2% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 12.6% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 3.6% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 4.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 67,620$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 66,466$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 10.4% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 8.6% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 12.3% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Virginia Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Virginia to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Virginia, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Virginia:  
4.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.3% 

5.7% 
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Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Vermont, exports totaled $282 million in January and $3.5 billion over the past year, down 7.1 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Vermont

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

14,200 Vermont residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 25,200 in May 2009. There are now 800 

fewer people unemployed in Vermont than when the recession began.

In Vermont, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 2,840 during May, down 14.4 percent from the previous month. 

Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 11.6 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Vermont private-sector employers have added 15,400 jobs (an increase of 6.4 percent) since February 2010, the national low point for 

private-sector employment.

In Vermont, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: leisure and hospitality (4,200 jobs), 

education and health services (4,100 jobs) and professional and business services (3,900 jobs).

The Vermont sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business services 

(17.1 percent), construction (16.8 percent) and leisure and hospitality (13.0 percent).

* For Vermont-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Vermont office: http://www.vtlmi.info/

The unemployment rate in Vermont was 4.1 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate held constant from 

one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 7.0 percent in May 2009.

In January, private-sector employment in Vermont grew by 700 jobs. Over the past year, the Vermont private sector has added 3,200 

jobs. This compares with an increase of 3,100 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Vermont exports over the past 12 months are down 21.7 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Vermont decreased by 2.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 5.4 percent since their recent low in the fourth quarter of 2010 but remain 2.7 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Vermont totaled 1,350 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 150.0 percent from 

December.

Within the Northeast census region, which includes Vermont, sales of new single-family homes totaled 15,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 51.6 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 7.1 percent to 520,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Vermont Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Vermont United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.1% 5.7%

January 2014 4.1% 6.6%

January 2013 4.6% 8.0%

January 2012 5.1% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 9.3% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 3.3% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 4.0% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 54,842$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 53,242$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 8.7% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 9.9% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 7.2% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Vermont Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Vermont to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Vermont, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Vermont:  
4.1% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.4% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Washington increased by 7.3 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 24.8 percent since their recent low in the fourth quarter of 2011 but remain 9.0 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Washington totaled 51,930 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 36.6 percent 

from December.

Within the West census region, which includes Washington, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 9.1 percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Washington

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

224,800 Washington residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 367,100 in December 2009. There 

are still 60,100 more people unemployed in Washington than when the recession began.

In Washington, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 31,338 during January, down 5.2 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 9.1 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Washington private-sector employers have added 308,300 jobs (an increase of 13.5 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In Washington, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: trade, transportation and utilities (67,900 

jobs), professional and business services (62,300 jobs) and education and health services (39,500 jobs).

The Washington sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: construction (19.8 percent), 

professional and business services (19.4 percent) and leisure and hospitality (14.4 percent).

* For Washington-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Washington office: http://www.workforceexplorer.com/

The unemployment rate in Washington was 6.4 percent in January 2015, up 0.1 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

0.1 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 10.4 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Washington grew by 18,500 jobs. Over the past year, the Washington private sector has 

added 88,900 jobs. This compares with an increase of 75,600 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Washington exports over the past 12 months are up 60.7 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Washington, exports totaled $6.6 billion in January and $86.6 billion over the past year, up 10.4 percent from the 12 months ending 

in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Washington Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Washington United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 6.4% 5.7%

January 2014 6.5% 6.6%

January 2013 7.3% 8.0%

January 2012 8.5% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 12.6% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.3% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 10.9% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 60,106$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 65,252$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 12.0% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 10.2% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 14.0% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Washington Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Washington to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in 

Washington, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

Washington 

-6.0%

-4.0%

-2.0%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

2.5% 3.0% 3.5% 4.0% 4.5% 5.0% 5.5% 6.0% 6.5% 7.0% 7.5% 8.0%

N
et

 J
o

b
 G

ai
n

s 
Si

n
ce

 t
h

e 
R

ec
es

si
o

n
 B

eg
an

 

January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Washington:  
6.4% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 4.7% 

5.7% 
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Home prices in Wisconsin increased by 3.6 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 9.8 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 but remain 4.9 

percent below their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Wisconsin totaled 16,080 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 1.1 percent from 

December.

Within the Midwest census region, which includes Wisconsin, sales of new single-family homes totaled 62,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 19.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 2.9 percent to 1,010,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.

Economic Snapshot: Wisconsin

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

156,400 Wisconsin residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 283,700 in January 2010. There are 

still 9,800 more people unemployed in Wisconsin than when the recession began.

In Wisconsin, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 43,105 during January, up 7.6 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 10.8 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Wisconsin private-sector employers have added 167,900 jobs (an increase of 7.3 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Wisconsin, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: manufacturing (47,400 jobs), professional 

and business services (39,100 jobs) and education and health services (24,700 jobs).

The Wisconsin sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: mining and logging (58.6 percent), 

construction (14.7 percent) and professional and business services (14.7 percent).

* For Wisconsin-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Wisconsin office: http://worknet.wisconsin.gov/worknet/whatsnew.aspx

The unemployment rate in Wisconsin was 5.0 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

1.0 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 9.2 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Wisconsin grew by 300 jobs. Over the past year, the Wisconsin private sector has added 

40,800 jobs. This compares with an increase of 34,900 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Wisconsin exports over the past 12 months are up 10.0 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In Wisconsin, exports totaled $1.7 billion in January and $22.3 billion over the past year, up 2.3 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Wisconsin Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Wisconsin United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.0% 5.7%

January 2014 6.0% 6.6%

January 2013 6.9% 8.0%

January 2012 7.1% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 7.0% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 7.6% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 10.9% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 55,258$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 57,609$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 11.0% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 11.0% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 9.1% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

How Does Wisconsin Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Wisconsin to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in 

Wisconsin, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) 

measures progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 
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Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
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Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Wisconsin:  
5.0% Unemployment; Net job losses totaling 0.2% 

5.7% 



U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee

Jobs

◙

◙

◙

◙

Unemployment

◙

◙

◙

Exports

◙

◙

Housing

◙

◙

◙

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

In West Virginia, exports totaled $601 million in January and $7.1 billion over the past year, down 10.8 percent from the 12 months 

ending in January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: West Virginia

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

45,600 West Virginia residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 71,200 in November 2010. There 

are still 7,100 more people unemployed in West Virginia than when the recession began.

In West Virginia, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 5,922 during January, down 1.4 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 15.0 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

West Virginia private-sector employers have added 21,900 jobs (an increase of 3.7 percent) since February 2010, the national low 

point for private-sector employment.

In West Virginia, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: professional and business services 

(8,300 jobs), education and health services (7,700 jobs) and trade, transportation and utilities (2,600 jobs).

The West Virginia sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: professional and business 

services (13.7 percent), education and health services (6.4 percent) and mining and logging (6.3 percent).

* For West Virginia-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the West Virginia office: http://www.workforcewv.org/lmi/

The unemployment rate in West Virginia was 5.9 percent in January 2015, holding constant from December. The rate is down 0.9 

percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 8.8 percent in November 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in West Virginia grew by 2,600 jobs. Over the past year, the West Virginia private sector has 

added 2,800 jobs. This compares with a decrease of 4,200 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

West Virginia exports over the past 12 months are up 6.0 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in West Virginia increased by 4.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 12.7 percent since their recent low in the second quarter of 2011 and are now 5.4 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in West Virginia totaled 1,790 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 3.8 percent from 

December.

Within the South census region, which includes West Virginia, sales of new single-family homes totaled 278,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, an increase of 2.2 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 3.7 percent to 1,840,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  West Virginia Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



West Virginia United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 5.9% 5.7%

January 2014 6.8% 6.6%

January 2013 7.2% 8.0%

January 2012 7.3% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 11.4% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 6.4% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 8.4% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 40,241$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 47,288$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 17.3% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 14.8% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 14.0% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does West Virginia Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of West Virginia to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in West 

Virginia, while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 West Virginia:  
5.9% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.3% 

5.7% 
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In Wyoming, exports totaled $108 million in January and $1.7 billion over the past year, up 34.1 percent from the 12 months ending in 

January 2014 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Economic Snapshot: Wyoming

**Includes Bureau of Labor Statistics jobs and unemployment data through January 2015**

12,300 Wyoming residents were unemployed during January 2015, down from a recent high of 21,600 in January 2010. There are still 

4,100 more people unemployed in Wyoming than when the recession began.

In Wyoming, initial claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 2,055 during January, up 21.0 percent from the previous 

month. Total initial claims over the past 12 months are down 18.9 percent from their level over the 12 months before that.

Wyoming private-sector employers have added 15,700 jobs (an increase of 7.5 percent) since February 2010, the national low point 

for private-sector employment.

In Wyoming, the following sectors have posted the largest job gains since February 2010: trade, transportation and utilities (4,500 

jobs), leisure and hospitality (4,300 jobs) and professional and business services (2,600 jobs).

The Wyoming sectors with the greatest job gains in percentage terms since February 2010 are: manufacturing (16.3 percent), 

professional and business services (15.5 percent) and leisure and hospitality (13.3 percent).

* For Wyoming-specific labor sector statistics, please refer to the Wyoming office: http://wydoe.state.wy.us/lmi/bls.htm

The unemployment rate in Wyoming was 4.0 percent in January 2015, down 0.2 percentage point from December. The rate is down 

0.3 percentage point from one year earlier and is below its recent peak of 7.2 percent in January 2010.

In January, private-sector employment in Wyoming grew by 700 jobs. Over the past year, the Wyoming private sector has added 

4,800 jobs. This compares with an increase of 2,800 jobs over the 12 months ending in January 2014.

Wyoming exports over the past 12 months are up 69.9 percent from their level in the same 12-month period four years earlier 

(inflation-adjusted dollars).

Home prices in Wyoming increased by 4.0 percent from the fourth quarter of 2013 to the fourth quarter of 2014 (the most recent 

quarter for which data are available). They are up 15.2 percent since their recent low in the third quarter of 2010 and are now 4.3 

percent above their pre-housing-crash peak.

Housing starts in Wyoming totaled 1,130 units (seasonally adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 14.4 percent from 

December.

Within the West census region, which includes Wyoming, sales of new single-family homes totaled 126,000 units (seasonally 

adjusted annual rate) in January 2015, a decrease of 0.8 percent from December 2014. Sales of existing single-family homes 

decreased by 9.1 percent to 900,000 units (at seasonally adjusted annual rates) from December 2014 to January 2015.
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Source: JEC Democratic staff  calculations based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. 

  Wyoming Monthly Change in Private Payrolls  
Seasonally Adjusted, January 2008 - January 2015 

MARCH 2015   



Wyoming United States

Unemployment Rate …………………………………………..January 2015 4.0% 5.7%

January 2014 4.3% 6.6%

January 2013 5.0% 8.0%

January 2012 5.4% 8.3%

Percent of Population Who Are Veterans ………………….2013 12.8% 9.0%

All Veterans' Unemployment Rate ………………………….'2013 4.8% 6.6%

Post-9/11 Veterans' Unemployment Rate…………………………2013 6.1% 9.0%

Median Household Income (2013 $)………………………………………………2013 55,700$   51,939$   

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 54,763$   56,436$   

Poverty Rate ………………………………………………………………..2013 11.8% 14.5%

(CPS Annual Social and Economic Supplement) 2007 10.9% 12.5%

Percentage Without Health Insurance ………………………………………….2013 13.4% 14.5%

(American Community Survey)

Prepared by the Democratic Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the 

start of the recession.

State Quick Facts

States falling in the upper left quadrant have net job gains since the start of the recession and unemployment rates lower than 

the national unemployment rate. States falling in the lower right quadrant have higher unemployment rates than the United 

States overall and are still experiencing net job losses relative to pre-recession levels. 

How Does Wyoming Compare to Other States?

Workers across the country were hit hard during the recent recession. Since then, employment in some states has returned to 

pre-recession levels, while employment in other states remains below pre-recession levels. The chart below allows for a 

comparison of Wyoming to other states using two metrics. 

The unemployment rate (measured along the horizontal axis) serves as a gauge of current labor-market conditions in Wyoming, 

while net job gains since the recession began (current nonfarm jobs as a share of jobs prior to the recession) measures 

progress toward labor-market recovery (vertical axis).
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate below national rate; 
Net job gains since recession began 

United States 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                  
Net job losses since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

 Wyoming:  
4.0% Unemployment; Net job gains totaling 0.6% 

5.7% 
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January 2015 Unemployment Rate 

Net Job Gains or Losses Since the Start of the Recession and                                                         
January 2015 Unemployment Rate by State 

  

Unemployment rate below national rate;             
Net job losses since recession began 

United States:  
5.7% Unemployment;      

Net job gains totaling 1.8%  

Unemployment rate below national rate;          
Net job gains since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;         
Net job gains since recession began 

Unemployment rate above national rate;                 
Net job losses since recession began 

Note: The figure above excludes North Dakota, which has a current unemployment rate of 2.8% and net job gains totaling 30.0% since the start of the recession. 

5.7% 
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Number of Veterans

in the Labor Force

Overall Veterans' 

Unemployment Rate

Number of Post-9/11 Veterans 

in the Labor Force

Number of Unemployed 

Post-9/11 Veterans

Post-9/11 Veterans' 

Unemployment Rate

United States 10,975,000                        6.6% 2,286,000                                   205,000                             9.0%

Alabama 179,000 5.6% 39,000 2,000 5.7%

Alaska 47,000 5.1% 13,000 1,000 7.2%

Arizona 272,000 5.8% 38,000 3,000 8.5%

Arkansas 83,000 5.0% 11,000 - 4.2%

California 870,000 7.9% 180,000 19,000 10.6%

Colorado 225,000 7.1% 46,000 3,000 7.0%

Connecticut 108,000 7.0% 16,000 2,000 9.4%

Delaware 38,000 3.3% 6,000 - 6.4%

District of Columbia 16,000 6.8% 5,000 - 5.4%

Florida 766,000 6.1% 175,000 11,000 6.0%

Georgia 434,000 7.1% 116,000 9,000 7.6%

Hawaii 51,000 4.2% 14,000 1,000 4.9%

Idaho 62,000 7.2% 12,000 2,000 14.6%

Illinois 382,000 9.2% 85,000 11,000 13.0%

Indiana 238,000 6.7% 36,000 6,000 16.9%

Iowa 126,000 3.4% 21,000 1,000 4.5%

Kansas 117,000 5.5% 30,000 3,000 11.0%

Kentucky 174,000 7.0% 25,000 4,000 16.1%

Louisiana 173,000 4.9% 35,000 3,000 10.0%

Maine 68,000 6.6% 9,000 1,000 7.5%

Maryland 243,000 5.9% 55,000 3,000 5.7%

Massachusetts 167,000 7.3% 28,000 3,000 11.9%

Michigan 295,000 10.6% 35,000 5,000 13.5%

Minnesota 193,000 5.0% 30,000 3,000 8.8%

Mississippi 90,000 9.2% 27,000 4,000 14.6%

Missouri 233,000 6.1% 56,000 4,000 7.0%

Montana 52,000 6.4% 12,000 1,000 12.3%

Nebraska 79,000 4.4% 12,000 2,000 13.8%

Nevada 120,000 8.4% 21,000 2,000 9.3%

New Hampshire 59,000 4.5% 9,000 - 3.0%

New Jersey 174,000 10.8% 25,000 3,000 11.8%

New Mexico 91,000 7.3% 26,000 3,000 11.1%

New York 403,000 8.2% 81,000 7,000 8.3%

North Carolina 408,000 6.2% 87,000 6,000 6.5%

North Dakota 32,000 3.2% 7,000 1,000 7.5%

Ohio 415,000 6.8% 79,000 9,000 11.8%

Oklahoma 159,000 4.4% 33,000 3,000 10.7%

Oregon 159,000 5.9% 23,000 1,000 4.2%

Pennsylvania 464,000 7.7% 74,000 9,000 12.4%

Rhode Island 35,000 8.7% 6,000 1,000 9.0%

South Carolina 167,000 4.1% 35,000 4,000 10.9%

South Dakota 41,000 5.1% 9,000 - 2.7%

Tennessee 272,000 6.9% 67,000 9,000 12.8%

Texas 946,000 5.2% 217,000 19,000 8.7%

Utah 73,000 4.7% 24,000 1,000 3.1%

Vermont 23,000 3.3% 4,000 - 4.0%

Virginia 484,000 3.6% 155,000 6,000 4.0%

Washington 355,000 7.3% 79,000 9,000 10.9%

West Virginia 76,000 6.4% 21,000 2,000 8.4%

Wisconsin 204,000 7.6% 30,000 3,000 10.9%

Wyoming 32,000 4.8% 7,000 - 6.1%

"-" indicates number rounds to 0.

Source: Joint Economic Committee Democratic Staff based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Post-9/11 and Total Veterans' Unemployment Rates by State

2013 Annual Averages

Note: These estimates are reported without margins of error, which may be large due to the small veterans’ population in many states and make it difficult

 to compare unemployment rates across states and over time.
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