7z ;
g;om. ' ' Stullivan, Jacob J [SullivandJ

nt: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:25PM
To: Adamﬂs_hmland Victoria J; NSC Jllem.mLE[gs_s_ﬁecreta\ry, /¢ o4 |Shawn S

%Y
N <<S /s >§ A Frsss S STATE#¥

Ce: X . (14 Sca
Subject: ‘Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I spoke with Tommy. We'll work through this.in the morning.and get comments back.

From: Adams, David S

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:38 PM , ,
To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; [ Cis 074 | shawn. Turner(

<Shawn. Tumerd /A /4 ) |Rhodes, Benjamin J.
<Benjamin_J._Rhodes( TS ZzscS
i NSS 5SSy AaiSS. Soe3 JH

Sullivan, Jacob

J

Sub evnseéf%ﬁlkiTgPﬂnTL for Review

I’'m with Toria. The last bullet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedly warned.

From: Nuland, Victoria 3 o
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM ' i }
To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Depuity Press Secretary;| /7 & 4 Shawn.Turner[ A o/
Agggnesslg:aéagml L NSS 5SS ool Fagsi <7t o | Sulivan, Jacob J;
aLL]éFEW(

Sul ‘HPSCI Talking Poirits for Review

I just had a convo with /"”/ and I now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making-assertions to the medla that we ourselves are not making because we don’t
want to prejudlce the investigation.

In same vein, why do wé want Hill to be fing_ering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point.could be abused by

Members to beat the State Departmenit for not paymg attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake-Sullivan, Dave Adams here

.is email is UNCLASSIFIED.
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From: Vietor, Tommy [Thomas F. Vietor
D: P)

Sent: Friday, September 1 — i
To: — s “OT jeas (_L—Al) CA_ |'nulandv]_ Shawn S Tumer,

Siete \PA
=i SR &
Ce: : [T adp TET tbeso

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review:

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to assume.we can hold on this until tomorrow? .

----- On al Message----- -
From .FF‘__) . 1 ﬁ} e '
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:19 PM Eastern Standard Time

To : ‘ShawnTurerl T fr OPH
Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| p) cg Qe=s WH Pess, Stete PA ,
'gulhvanJJ BT Ress =

c:

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Rev1ew

Just a question- but separate from the FBI concems, has DOJ provided input? They will.have to deal with the the
prosecution and refated legal mattets surrounding the federal investigation. - :

rom:| CT g ofPA [ P
To: nulandvj nulandvijq kThomas F_Vietof  |<Thomas F. Vetor{
-Shawn. Turner < Tumer l cx b PR
Benjamin_J. Rhode{ < i I AVeS res S
S S cess

 [Sulliven3| I

| Fex Re==

cep ockh

Sent: Fri Sep 14 19:52:25 2012
Subject:. RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

On that vér& issue, Toria, we are waiting to hearback from the Bureau. ofA

From. Nulaed Vlctoria J [mailto nulandvj

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM . _
0:- atz mer; @hodes‘ Benjamin J.;
Sullivan, Jacob J; Adams, David S

Subject: RE: Rewsed HPSCI Talking Points for Review.

1 just had a convo withnd I now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media. : :



Sullivan, Jacob J

From: Sullivan, Jacob J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:32 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

Talked to Tommy - we can make edits.

From: Nuland, Victoria ]

Sent; Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob ]

Subject: Fw: Revised HPSCI taking points

Fysa

From: Nuland, Victoria J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM

To: _ Cip OPK :

¢ STATE vA _CiA QA fin 0P ;
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

These don't resolve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS.
Fron C\K OPx

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J

cc: STRTE PA o Cix_ob~ e\x oK
Subject: Revised HPSCI taklng points

Toria:

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comrnents and concerns in mind.

The EBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions.

Here’s the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.

Thanks,

crh ofh

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
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notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to
break into the Embassy.

The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the
violent demonstrations.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks.

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot

rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the
attacks.

The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring
to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

cEp oPh

Chief, Media Relations

CIA Office of Public Affairs

&Y



cth opdt , P T— .
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [Benjamin_J. Rhodes{

Sent: Friday, September14 2012 9:34 PM ,, :
To: . Vietor, Tomm ETR OPA NulandVd | Shawn

S Tumer N R 7
ullivand J¢ “Adams!
I e AT *‘"j
Ce: cT A OoCh
Subject:’ Re:. Revised HPSCI Talking: Points for Review.
All -

Sorry to be late to this dlscusswn We need to resofve thisin a way that respects all.of the relevant equities, particularly
the mvestngatlon

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into the ‘public domain from Congress and people who are not
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise intel o the investigation, we
need to have the capability to correct the record, as there are significant policy and messaging ramifications that would
flow from a hardened mis-impression.

We can take this up tomorrow morning at deputies.

e a6+ it e et 1 S i1 i it mtamtis m e mtirie e et —a = e e

me Vietor, Tommy

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:26 PM.
To: i Pre== j cT 4 opPk .
" 'nulandvi <nuland } 'Shawn. Turnef kShawn.Tumerf <=4 OP#A j
IRhodes, Benjemin J.; (VS § G5, hJFH He<< | '
, H'Sullivand]( l

| FBI hess , |

‘ FB8T Gese
cTh och
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Given the DOYJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to:assume we can hold on this until tomorrow?

-—--Original Message-----
From:| F =T ,
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:19 PM Eastern Standard. Time:

Toj cChk of A J_nulandvl{ Vietor, Tommy; 'Shawn. Turner( | <zh 0PA

Rhodes, BenjaminJ.;| N SS Vress od l’reé5 Shte Ik |

‘SullivanJ] 'AdamsDS| oL Quss
Cef cxk och| N
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Justa quwhon— but separate from the FBI concerns, has DOJ provided: input? They. will have to-deal with the the




o a@

From: | | €/ ok

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9: 36 PM:
~o: Rhodes, Benjamin.L.- Vietge. Tommy;| tr B == 5 —I'Nulandv..d
Shawn S Tumerj¢Z# O Nss Peess,
| = ? Sullivandd | ’Ada%sD
1 FB8T Yeess ct
Cc: : <z ocA ’ AT j
Subject: " RE:Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review:

Thanks, Ben. Lodping in C.$¢4' Eo

P IRY SO Lt s s Dt e Aty b b o et b el s 6w Sna 8 fen s eae mis Abe St amem aee a emd s

From: Rhodes Ben]amin o [mallto BenJamm _J Rhode4:]
- Sent: Friday, Septe

To: Vietor, Tommy; FE'IZ Pcesﬁ eIl of "NulandV] Shawn S-Tumer; | CZ# SF-

NES Pess, WH Vees 5E T P§ 's,u'uivanJJ1
- BT Press '

Cel <z 4 Y

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

All -

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We:need to resolve this in a way that respects all of the relevant equities, particularly
the mvestlgatlon .

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into the public domain from Congress and people who are not
oarticularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments:that don't compromise intel or the investigation, we

eed to have the capability to correct the record, as there are significant'policy and messaging ramifications that would
flow from a hardened mis-impression.

We can take this up tomorrow morning at depugi_es;

From: Vietor, Tommy

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:26 PM ,

To T¥T Yres5S [ exT# ofk

'ny nulandy | 'Shawn. Turng] kShawnTumern £ # O?F\ |
(N5 Rhodes, Benjamin J.;|  /USS Fress, LN VPcecs

gyt B w:!m{jé“"“m’

1] 'Adam <Ad

TF?I o S BT Veess

fan o7 % Oc

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Rewew

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to assume we can hold on this until tomorrow?

—--Ongmal Message----- _
. From:[ £V Yceso ]
¢ ‘ent: Friday, September 14, 2012, 09:19 PM Eastern Standard Time _
To:l ¢ p O6( K ['nulandvj Vietor, Tommy; 'ShaWn-.TumeBIA oel J
1 3

//
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<4 Ot
From: IZ(:_I]

Sent: 43 PM
Yo:

~C: ' cCHA

Subject: e ewsed HPSCI taklng pomts

Ci% oPh S
Thank yi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) was involved-and they are pursuing thattheory.
So we are not ahead of law enforcementniow:

So are cleared to send to congress?

e e S s Ut S U P

mber 14,2012 09: 14 PM -

To CJ—‘/I—ocﬂ-
Ccilcthloc
Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI takihg poirits

Here’s where we stand as of this hour.
Everyone has submitted coordination comments.

The State Department had major reservations with-much or ‘most of the document. We revised the document wnth their
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

@ oPA | _

Sent: Friday 14, 2012 8:59 PM :
. To: pulandvil
c:l =tate PA | cxp OPI}/DCA !

Subject: Revised HPSCI taking points

Toria:
We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comméhts and concerns in mind.
The FBI did not have major concerns with the-points and-offered only a.couple of minor.suggestions.

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.

Thanks,

4 otk

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use:with.the Media
14 September 2012

The currently available information suggests tha’i the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously .
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
1 )
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[Lr/ﬁvof’/’r

From: | "‘BI Presg - |

Sent: er 14, 2012 9:44 PM .
To: CTHh4 o ' min_J._Rhodes i
: : ulan _ Shawn S.Turner:[ ¢ MNEE ress
MNs=  Poess Cesg Stte
‘Sulliva AdamsD9 r
o I FO Dod I‘B&lyT Dean (NSD) (JMD)
c: ct -
Subject: Re: Revised I?IPSCI Talking Points for Review

Including DOJ on the e—m’ail-‘ 9 0D hnd d Dean Boyd.

From{ €T/ oA )
To: Benjamin_J._Rhodes| <Benjamin_). Rhodesl Thom ._Vietor{

<Thomas. F._Vietol [ 8T Peeos NulandV] <Nuland
Shawn.Turne] |<Shawn.Tumedd €1 4 DPA
Nes Peas WH Peess, Stale PR
[Stte PA _ lsule nJr “KSullivanld [ AdamsDS AdamsDS )
' kv ulfiva g u‘|:vao ams | kAdamsDS(
C:| cxhoch '

Sent: Fri Sep 14 21:36:15 2012
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking.Points for Review

Thanks, Ben. -Looping i4 ct A FO

Sent: Frlday, September 1 2012 9 34 PM.
To: Vietor, Tommy] £ T Vees c:f?F oPZF NulandVJd Shawn @ oA
% nl

== Vrt%, L H PeessS st te PA ulliva
"AdamsDS| | ¥% Vces.g
Cc:| cTHh ok -

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
All -

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We need to resolve this i in a way that respects -all of the relevant equities, particularly
the investigation.

There is 3 ton of wrong information getting outinto the piiblic dornain from.Congress and people who are not
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise intel or the investigation, we

need to have the capability to correct the:record; as there are'significant: pollcy and messaging ramifications that would
flow from a hardened mis-impression.

We can take this up tomorrow. r_noming at deputies.

o o . st e e e e 4 4y 2 St e 2 e A e ¢ em

From Vietor, Tommy

Sent: Fri Se be 14, 2012 09:26 PM
o e TcTh oA
‘nulandvj m ; ‘Shawn. Turned_JS_hawn.Ium_{ (/IA OP# N

1
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cxh off-

From: LCI & oCH I

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:52 PM
Yo: CTA o% _
e TAFo [TAOCA

Subject: Draf Note for Director on HPSCI TPs

och. :
__| Here's a draft note to the DIRECTOR .

Sir — We've tried to work the draft talking points for HPSCI through the coordination process but have run into major
problems. Perhaps as a result of the afternoon teleconference, a number of agencies have been looped in. The White
House cleared quickly, but State has major concerns. The Bureau cleared with.a few comments but asked that Justice,
which would handle any criminal prosecution, be brought in. It is evident that will not happen tomght and Ben Rhodes
has asked that this issue be reviewed tomorrow merning at the Deputies’ meetlng

Additionally, Eric Schmitt of the NYT contacted us to let us know that he had spoken with Rep Ruppersberger who had
given him a readout of your session.



cTH ofh

From: [<Th ofF] -
Sent: 'FridaﬁSe' A’ ' / P A
To: . oc < AClch /o

oc: (=9 ] _ r -

Subject: _ RE:Revised'HPSCI ta'klpg points

Nope

Nt et e bt yateoe i e,

From:[ 6CH |

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:43 PM
Ta cxAolh/ och

Cﬂ- lczplo #

Subject: Re: P“e’ylsed HPSCI taking points

c[tjo . ) . .
Thanks Fyi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) was involved and they are pursting that theory.

So we are not.ahead of law enforcement now.

So are cleared to send to congress?

‘ubject: FW: Revisad HPSCI takihg points
Here’s where we stand as-of this hour.
Evefyoné has submitted coordination comments.

The State Department had major'res-ery'at,ionswith'much or most of the document. We revised the document with their
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

~ Toria:

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments:and -concerns in mind.
The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a-couple of minor suggestions.

. ‘ere’s the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.

1

."O

|



