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Medals Awarded 62 
for Heroism in Action 

! Letters of Commendation Conferred on 272 
I Naval  Officers, Enlisted Men and civilians 

J\rIZSH IKGTON, March 14. (U,R) 
Presl.de:lt Roosevelt, Secretary ol 
the Xavy Knox and otllcr Xavy 
officials today awarded 62 medals 
and 272 letters of commcncIatlon 

' lo ofTicers, enlfstecl men and civil- 
iians ~ v h o  displayed estraordinary ' herolsm during the Japanese a t  
tacks on Pearl Harbor and \\:ake 
Island. 

Fourteen of the medals nVere 
alvarded posthunlously to such 
nlen as Rear Admiral Isaac C. 
Kicld, Capt. Frallklin \:an ValB. 
enburgh and [=apt. >fer\yn S. 
Bennfon. Ridd and Van Valken. 
burgh died when Kicld's flagship, 
the U.S.S, Arizona, \\; a s de- 
s t ro~ed .  Bennion also died in ac- 
tion, protesting strongIy against 

Gold Star-equivalent of two 
Navy Crosses. After Dickinson's 
plane llacl been shot down by 
Japs, he lmnlcdiately manned an* 
other plane for a scouting -rnls. 
sion. Later he dived thr0ugh.a 
Ilail of anti-aircl~ft fire to s!nk 
a Japanese submarine. 

The three nlCn who won the 
hIedal of Honor and lived are 
Comdr. Cassin Yollng, who was 
blown overboard from his ship 
when the Arhona e X p  1 o d  e:d, 
climbed back and maneuvered 
I I ~ S  ship to safety; LleLlt. Comdr. 
Samuel G. Fuqua, who fought 
fires aboard the Arizona though 
badly wounded and badly burned, 
and Machinist D. K. Ross, war- 
rant omcer, who remained at his 

:post aboard a ship t h  g h  

I 

being removeti from the Ilridge ' hllnded. Ross was rescued twice 
of his s]lip although \.as land returllecl to his station each 
mortally ~vounded. tlme. The nest day he reclaimed 
\T'O>IRS HOSORED 

'and repailrd many badly needed 
abandoned boats. 

Three \vomen received letters 
of cornillendation for their bra!?. 

. '  

cry: Alice ~ ~ ~ k ] p ~  Spcncet., tele. Those I-eceiving Xavy Crosses 
phone supervisor a t  Naval Air for heroism a t  IVake Island were 
Station, Kaneohea, Oahu: Mrs. Comdr. \\'infield S. Cunningharn . 
&Iaria E. Chandler, wife of Lieut. of the xavy and hlaj. James PO'S. 
Comdl-, \\r, D. Chandlelt, and Devereaus, Marine Corps, who 
Vera K. Jones, chief telepl~one were in conllnand of their 're 
operator a t  the Pearl Harbor spective 
Navy Yard. Southlanders a rn o n g those 

>1js, Spencer, \\:ho remained a\trarded the Medal of Honor 
at her s~vitchboard although the 
huildillg Iras ulltlcr enemy fire, CWt. Frankfin Van Valkcn- 
\\.as the only person 10 l-cceive 1l~r&. Lollg Beach; Comdr. Cas- 
a letter of colnlnelldation signed sin Young, coronado: Ensign Her- 
hy Presitlent Roosevelt, She and I l ~ r t  C. Jones, Coronado; Chief 
I-lenly R. Danncr, a civilian ma. B0atSI~aill Ed~vln J. Hilt, Long 
chillist. lvllo \\.as commended by Beach, and Peter Tomich, chief 
I\'nos, recei\.e a medal IWtcr tender, 363 Brown St., LOS 
parable to the Distinguishecl Service ;\-leda] ,\.hen it  hecomes Those \vh0 received N a ~ y  
available lor a;vard to civilians. CI-OSS~S included Paul J. Mc3Iur- 

try, l>oatsu-ah's mate first class, 
FIJYER HOSOREJ) Long Reach; IVflllam R. Roberts, 

,\lrs. Chandler ilelped establish radioman seconcl class, 12.1 \V. 
and run a ficld bospiral and h.Iiss 70th St., Los Angeles; Ned B. 
Jones remained a t  her post con. Curtis, pharnlncist's lllate second 
tinuously for 24 hours. class, San Pcrlro, and George D. 

Licut. Clarence E. Dickinson Etchell, cllicf dlipfitter, h n g  
Jr. received the Kavy Cross with Beach. - .. . 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



CITE 1 0  CIVILIANS FOR COURAGE AT PEARL HARBOR 
Chicago Doily T"bune (1872-1963); Fcb 7, 1942; ProQucsl Hislorical Ncwspapcn Chicago Tribunc (1849 - 1986) 
P8.4A 

,GITE 10 CIVILIANS 
, FOR COURAGE AT 

PEARL HARBOR 
' Admiral, Tells of dr ave 

Work Under Fire. 
. . 

Washington. D. C Feb. 6 VP).-Ten 
,Anairaa dviliw employed In the 
rpppb dept.'Lmtnt of the Pearl Har- 
bor nary yard today were cited for 
hmw under flre Dee, 7 by Rear 

, kmh C C Bloch. commandant of the 
1 C *  nard dlstrict. 

Tac outstanding part whleh cnch 
' FBUI tmk In rtrengthenlnp defenaca 
d the Ameriun forccr' durlng the 
3mpmir+ attack w a  rec~unted by 
~ d m .  Bloch in blr dtaUonr for aach. 
Tbtrc 1ouoor: 
N a 8\IM. prlnclpd pGchasfng 

ckrk-' For .coalness and bravery 
~bruoxit ~e day and nlght of Sunday, 

3= 7. W a  Mnsmittlns the orders 
the district supply ofseer to all 

sum b o w  and duty statlons under 
6m nnd battle wndltions. You proved 
ywmdf a man of strong determina- 
xion, dependable nerve. and devoted 
&I par  duty.' 
- .  Iktfven &Ton bnchon. ' 

E.tph W. R. Jr., property and 
otBccr-"For resolute actlon 

in drliverinp n- rtores and 
.namaial to act~on rtatfons under 
mcmy fir& Pour delkery of two 16,- 
000 pound anchors and reds 01 heavy 

. wire to Lhe U. S S. A r h n a  wn8 a 
-did Itat worthy d mcntlon. 
S a u  depeadabillty was outntnndlng." 
t fhe  A r b n a  was sunk during the a t  
t.dr and the siecersity for pettins the 
d m  a a r d  was not given by 
Ebcb. bur possibly Lhe ship war drlft. 
lag our oi mntrol befora she went 
d m d  

Jahn A >-nus Jr, foreman laborer 
--For bravery and abillty In the per. 
' h z m n ~  of your m y  and varied 
.tub tbruout Sunday, Dec. 7, 1941, 
m d  Monday, Dce. 4 1 W  YOU. dl- 
rcctnl kbor in  expored posltionr and 
and& inclement weather condluons, 
dlrphylng fine ~eaderabtp. Your da 
v o k  to duty i the face of p e a t  

' k hlgbfy commendable." 
Woundd but Work# Oa 

1- h r i m a  Udlnpman jolner- 
'Fur bravexy Sun aye Dec 7,1941, In 

.3&thg the  fire f t the doatlng dry- 
dock and the U. S. S. Shaw. When 
me mice ammunlUon exploded o n  

, tbe bridge of ihe Shaw. wounding 
. >mu in We fan and right.ann. you re 
famed to be evacuated untll compelled 
t~ +itbdrnw by a commLaioned ofElcer 

: of the ru\-y. Your courage and One 
armple was Inspl=lng to other men 

. . uul far beyond the call of duty." . 
LID C Boc. renlor storckeeper- 

:'For c o ~ l  ufurancc In the perform. 
,rocl of your many ta8ka on Dec. 7, 
wt m d  thruout the nlght of Sun- 

' day and Monday. Dcc 7.8, you stuck 
. to y ~ t u  porr of duty under battle con. 
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hard working. efficient organiza- 
tion. .'- pace was set  which all : 
knew could not be a spurt b u t ,  
which had to be maintained in- 
definitely follo\ving the declaration 
of mar." 

During the first fe\v days many 
nlen urorked virtually t~venty-four- ! 
hour shifts, eating and sleeping : 
where they could. Some were fed 
aboard the ships they worked on. I 
Some slept in shops or on ship-] 
board. ! 
"Too much cannot be said of the t 

devotion to duty and the  inse elfish 
sacrifices made daily by all naval I and civilian personnel of tlie y a r d ,  
proper, working two shifts of ten ! 
and fourteen hours, respectively," 
the 3al-y declared. "If'orking con- 
ditions in the muddy and oily 
debris of salvaged vessels cannot i 
be imagined by any one not per- i 
sonally in touch with such a situa- 
tion. 

Pis Ships Ql~irkly Repaired 

"Thr h i ~ h e s t  tributc must bc : 
paid to the untiring and most ef- 
fective assistance rendered from 
the beginning by the civilian em-.  
ployes. thc enginerrina staff. and 
s r~pe r~ i so r s  of the contractors' 
group of thc Pacific naval sir  bases, 
who tvere prcscnt a t  Pearl Har- /  
bor on and after December 7. 1941. : 
Without the personnel. the en-! 
gneering skill and the equipment 
of these contractors, on the site. 
jt w-ould have been wholly impos- 
sible to handle successfully a sal- 
vage job of the magnitude of that 
which confronted the yard without i 
the loss of many months of rital 
time in the rehabilitation of the 
fleet." I I 

The Navy also reported that "it i 
can be said finally that, had the j 
Japs destroyed the ?Cavy Pard, i t  
might hare been a diiicrcnt story." ( 

-4nlong vessels a!lich were 
quickly repzired, a t  least to the 
estent that they \rere able to get 
back to C'nited States west coast 
bases for pennanent repairs, the 
Kary mentioned the cruisers 
Helena. Paleigh and Honolulu: the 
seaplanc tender Curtiss, and repair 
ship Vestal, and the destroyer 
Sha\v. 

. . 

U. S. Consul General in Dakar 
The new United States Consul 

Gcneral to French West Africa. 
Maynard Barnes. "has arrived in 
Dakar from thc United States", 
with .an American "military mis- , 
sion." thc Dakar radio said gester- 
day, according to the Columbia, 
Broadcasting System. 
- .. 
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PEARL HARBOR SET 
RECORD IN REPAIR 

Men Began Job Before Botnbs 
of Japaiiese Stopped 
Falling, Navy Reports 

YARD PRODUCTION DOUBLED : 

-- 
I 

Tribute Is Paid to Naval and 1 

Civilian Workers Wlio Spent 
Long Hours on Giant Task 

WASHINGTON. Dec. 26 (if)- 
The Navy reported today that re- 
pair work on ships and shore in- 
stallations damaged in the Pearl 
Harbor attack actually started be- 
fore the enemy bombs stopped 
falling and tha4 immediately after 
the disastrous raid the production 
of the nary yard there was more 
t:.sn doubled. 

Several months before the at- 
tack which started the war in Ule 
Pacific. the X a l ~  frankly said, 
"Pearl Harbor was not in true fact 
the 'Gibraltar of the Pacific' which I 
i t  was alleged to be." 

"When the Pacific Fleet beganl 
using Pcarl Harbor as  an operat-! 
ing base in 1940." the Kavy r6sumB I 
continued. "many deficiencies be-! 
came apparent and immediate; 
stcps Irere hegun to remedy the! 
situation. Construction of the;  
more important new facilities. 
which werr so badly needed. was 
approaching completion on Dec. 7, , 
1911." I 

T i e  force of \rorkmen a t  the .  
yard had hcen iircreased sisfold 1 
by the time the attack came. bu t '  
many \vere \rholly inexperienced ; 
in m..rine construction and eng-  
ncering. This handicap v:as cited a 

as all the more reason for giving! 
great crcdit to the yard force fo r ;  
successfully accomplishing "by f a r :  
the biggcst and 111ost difficult job 
which had ever confronted any 
nary  yard." I 

Plant Facililirs Little Damaged ) 

"Before the heat of the attack 
had passed and. literally. before 
the bombs stopped falling." the 
Nary related. "men not engaged in 
defense, rescue. or control of dam- 
age \rere busy a t  their assigned ' 
repair tasks or in tine surrey and 
planning of danlape to be repaired. 
A quick surrey of the Kary  Yard 
itself showed that only minor dam- : 
age had been done to the plant 
facilities. 

"Ofiicern and men {vent to tvork 
witi such zeal and energy that  
productive output in~nlediately 
more than doubled in an already 
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training women to be mldwives 
In cooperation with the Red 

Cross. OCD is recruiting 100.000 
women from the ages of 18 to 50 
for training as nurses' aides. Al- 
ready. in Ulese few short months, 
these girls and women in their 
smart blue uniforms have become 
famlltar and very welcome flg- 
urea in hospitals everywhere. 
Thirty-tWo thousand of them 
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) . Californian , Tells Story 
:.of Rickenbacker Rescue. 
: . Natives Seeking Flyers ,Firrt Mistaken for . 

Japr, Says officer Lost With Fainour Ace 
.. ,. 

PEARL HARBOR, Nov. 22. {PI-The rescue of Capt. Ed- 
die Rick'etibacker and six.$ompanions, after more than three 
weeks a t  the incrcy of weathei. and waves in tiny ~ b b e r  rafts 
on the South Pacific,,svas recounted in heroic chapters here 
today. 

The tale of dcatll, suK~ring 
and slarvation 'stased ofI wilh 
the help of raw $sh and sea 
gull was brought to Pearl Harbor, 
from an atoll som~\\~hcre ' in the 
South Pacific, \\.liere the icscued 
men \\.ere first brought to safety 
at$ liospilal tscatmcnt. .. 

., One of the little rafts was 
'fipottcd by.. Lleut: \\'illianl F: 
Eadie, pilot of a searching Navy 
seaplane, the night of Nov. 11. 
TOOIC TO 1dFE RAFTS 

It'l~cn the big Army plane I n  
nhlch Rickenbacker \\,as flying 
on an inspection trip for Secre- 
tary of \I'n,. Stimson went do\vn( 
for lack of fuel Oct. 21, the eight; 
men in the plane took to the rub.' 
bcr life rafts. I 

The tlilpc rafts I~ecame scp.' 
araterl thc altcrnoo~i of Nov. 9, 
said Lieut.' Janles C. \Vhiiaker, 
41, of l3urlingamc, Cal. hlean- 
while, one of the party, Sergt 
'Alexander Kaczlnarcxyk of Tor- 
rlngton, Ct., had died and \\'as 
buried at  sea. 

Whitaker said he and his raf t  
companions, Lieut. John J. De 
Angclis of Ncsquelioning. Pa., and 
Staff Sergeant James Reynolds 
of Ft. Jones, Cal., sighted land 
NOY. 11. \\'ednesday, and they 
rowcd for the island, wondcriiig 
whether it was occupiecl by Japa- 

' nese. \\'hen natives approached, 
he at first fcarcd they vlere Japs, 
thc flyer said. 
SICHTEI) FllOM 1'I;:lSE 

That sanie day, hut OLIL of sight, 
of IVhiiakcr anrl his party, 1-ieur.1 
Eadie with :Radioman Lestcr 
Soi~tc in his planc, sighted oiiel 
of tlic rafts ~vhlch was occupietll 
only Capt. \\rilllam T. Chcrryl 
of .4l.hlnic. Ter. Cherry hacil 
hcen the ~iloL of Rickcnbacker's 
planc. I Eatiic flew Cherrv back to an,  
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islnncl 1)a.se ant1 tlic ncst clay, 
acting on information suppliedl 
by the rescued man. undcrlook 
search for thc others. 

That night, \viti~ the aid of 
flares. Eadie loci~~cd Rlclie~i-1 
backer's rafL some JO nlilcs iron;! 
the island. Rain squalls s\!-ept 
the sea and Eadie.\vas afraid he'd 
be uncll)le to guide surface ships 
to thc scenc, so 11e.landed on the 
xvatcr ant1 attempted rescue \villi 
his plane. 
L;\SHEI) TO \TISC 

Col. Hans C. ~ldamsnn n l  

. 
, 

I 

l~iglon, D.C.. w a s  seriously ill. sot' 
was put into Lhc cock pi^ of the 
plane. RirkcnI.)acker and  private^ ' 1  
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ditionr and iunrtd nt. b the mlvage 
p.dca  of stricken nhipa. Your atien- 
tmn to duty war highly csmmcndm 

- 8bkm 
~3kwhtiorn to Duty htathadln~,'! 
Rrl  I& 6- senior storekeeper 

-*For courage, endurance, and fine 
&ckmance of tin arduous task fn 
ismi- pmt-WOES to t h e  United, 
SEstcs Paciac fleet m d e r  battle condi- 
t i m ~  Your driving. j ~ w e r ,  ragid 
thfnlrine and resolute ac tbn  con* 
tributed to successful reedlness of all 
district and 4eet actlvlUe8. And your I 
fuues of erneaency rations to flrlng i 
poinr ==re e s ~ l y  commendable. 
Your devotion to duty 1s outstand-I 
ins" I 

&omq& k hi. Yee, senior storekeep 
er-'For courage and efadency in 
the perfwmance of your m a a o I d  
tasb on Sunday. Dee 7,1941, and the 
day8 and dgbts imrnedfately follow- 
hg.  .Your issues of blankets, cots. 

.rmarsses, sheets, pillows, canvas, 
etc; made supply history. ' Your at- 

. teaUon to duty was highly commend- 
&blt." 

On Daty 48 Hours. 
Earry Xdoah, asslitant storekeep 

er-" For >our determination, energy, 
knitktZvt., and steadiness under fire 
h o t i t  Sunday, Dec 7, 1511, and 
your enduring pluck in stfcklnp to  
3vur duty post for 48 hours without 
relief a t  an important issue statlon. 
W%en the  regular stockman In charge 
d clothing. cordage, and related ar- 
ades was absent, olck you assumed 
hi6 d u d e  and gave a rplendld ao 
a t  of yourself, and greatly assisted 
enlisted personnel of the United 
Stnus naly by your performance of 
duty." 

Fhd ginuy,  foreman of the naval 
fuel depot-"For c o o l n y  and for* 
ful bravery in dfrectlng the fueling 
d submarines and Ught forces for the 
72 boun lollowlng Lhe actfon 02 Dec. 
7, ZBlt, t s ~ ~ l a l l y  commendable was 
your prompt dccislon, in abaonce of 
wdcrr. lo start  all 5re pumps and 
pr*uure all salt water lines. You 
rrndcrcd ~lgnlll senrlce 1n tranafer- 
ring four-Inch and 81%-Inch nuctlon 

' horc Jn qusntJty to strlckcn shlpa for 
salvage work" 

. mctt k King, engineman-" For 
steadloess and cool thinking while ex. 
cited people were telephoning errone- 
aru reports of fuel tank explosions 
Sunday. Dec 7,1941. Your supgcstfon 
to plan lubdcating oil In drums on 
trailers at the Merry Polnt fuel depot 
m t l y  assisted servicing destroyers. 
The commandant commends your en- 
drusnce and initiative at  your post 
a duty." 1 



came out. It was about 11 Monday 
morning. They'd been in there 
more than twenty-four hours." 

Compartment Is Flooded 
Now the water was up to the 

armpits of de Castro and his crew. 
As they crawled through the hatch, 
this compartment completely flood- 
ed, so they went back to the out- 
Bide of the hull to look for signs of 
more trapped sailors. 

De Castro cut into an oil tank, 
1 which was empty but filled with 
fumes. With two helpers, he 
dropped on to the slippery floor, 
and felt tappings beneath his feet. 
He cut through there. 

Against rising water, fumes and 
pressure, de C a s h  cut a Bmsll 

,opening into a manhole cover. He 
clamped on his hands and then 
moved his fingers slowly, to release 
the pressure as  easily as possible. 

, Eight more men were saved. 
They alI were naked. One had a 

/broken am, another a broken 
finger. A sailor asked de Castro 
if it was still Sunday. It was then 

I about 3 P. M. Monday. 
t De Castm and his crew worked 
, the rest of the afternoon search- 
ing, but found no more trapped 
sailors. Meanwhile, however, a 
crew working near the fire room 
penetrated 150 feet into the hull 
and saved five others. Two more, 
the last to be saved, were released 
a t  about 1 A. M. Tuesday. 

Sunday morning. 
Immediately a crew of men was 

sent to the Oklahoma with acety- 
lene-torch cutters, but after a few 
hours i t  was seen that there was' 
danger of f i e  and extensive smoke i 
if acetylene cutters were used. : 
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Julio de Castro then was sent out: 
with a gang using pneumatic cut- 
ters, slower but safer. 

"When I got to the ship," de 
Castro said, "I found that the 
acetylene cutters had pried one 
hole in the stern, but hadn't cut 
through to any space they could 
work in. I took my crew aft, near 
the hole they had started back 
there. There were still some indi- 

I cations that men were alive back 

i therekrua &to water - 
'We drilled a test hole through- 

just a small hole. As soon as we 
got through water started spout- 
ing out under a lot of pressure. I 
hsted i t  It was fresh. I knew 
right away that we'd gone into one 
of the fresh water tanks-and 
from what I knew of the ship, I 
figured this was a good place to 
get through to the inside. 

"It was night then. The [battle- 
ship] Arizona was still burning- 
i t  threw alight on us as we wokked. 
And for about an hour there was 
anti-aircraft firing al l  over the 
place. But we kept on working. If 

Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 
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I Workmen Cut Hull to Rescue 32. i 
Trapped on the Oklahoma Dec. 71 

Cited for Heroism Under Fire in Releasing 1 
Men From . .. .. .., Flooding Compartments of 

warship Capsized in Pearl Harbor 

BY ROBERT TRUMEULZI 
BY Telephone to T m  N E W  YO= T m e .  

I the fire got too hot we'd flatten out 
j against the hull and hoped nothing 
would hit us!' 

De Caatro obtained a pump to 
remove the fresh water from the 
tank. When the tank had been 
emptied, he and a couple of other 
men dropped inside and found a 
manhole below. De Castro opened 
the hatch from the h i d e  by drill- 
ing a hole in the cover, just big 
enough to put his arm through. He 
dropped down onto another deck 
and found another hatch. He 
shouted, and heard an answer from 
sailors on the other side. . 

" I said, 'Are you all right?"' 
de Caetro recalled. "They said, 
'Yeah, so far, but the water seems 
to be coming up faster in here. 
It's up to our waist# now! " 

Taking directions from de Cas- 
tro, the sailore opened the hatch 
from the inside. This required care- 
ful timing, because creating these 
openings inaide the ship was chang- 
ing the pressure of the air against 
the water in the compartment 
where the sailors were trapped. It 
was this pressure that held the 
water down and saved the sailors 
from drowning. 

Six Sailors Were Saved 
It was 6 o'clock Monday morn- 

ing, Dec. 8, when six sailors came 
tumbling out of that compartment 
--came out so fast they knocked 
de Castro down. 

A sailor reported having heard 
tapping from behind the next bulk- 
head, so de Caatro and a pair of 
helpers hurried over. The water 
was rising fast. 
"I shouted a t  the bulkhead," 

de Castro said, "and a sailor hol- 
lered back: 'Hurry up and burn a 
hole through here-the water's 
coming up. It's a t  our waists now. 
Some of us are hanging on to the 
overhead in here! 
"I never knew how slow chip. 

ping a hole was. I saw the water 
rising 8lowly in the compartment 
where we were working, and I 
knew the way we were cutting 
holes i t  must be rising on the sail- 
ors on the other side. 

''When We finally got a hole 
through, the water was right up to 
the bottom of it, and the sailors, all 
naked, were up to their armpits. 
They tumbled out that hole like a 
streak of lightning. Eleven men 

HONOLULU, March 24-How 
thirty-two sailors trapped in the 
hull of the capsized battleship 
Oklahoma at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 

' 7  were saved by navy yard work- 
men who cut through the steel 
sides of the ship while under fire 

1 was revealed today in official re- 
ports to the navy yard com- 
mandant. 

The civilian workers dug a t  the 
Oklahoma's hull with pneumatic 
tools a l l  day Dec. 7, all that night 
and al l  the next day, releasing 
groups of trapped sailors from 
pitch-black compartments that 
were slowly filling with water. The 
sailors signaled to the rescuers by 
tapping on the inside of the hull, 
Many times the rescue crew had to 
stop work to dodge flying splinters 
from bursting shelb. 

The dramatic story is hidden be- 
hind the citation given to the 
twenty civilian workers and one 
Navy officer involved in the rescue. 
The citation follows: 

"For heroic and most efficient1 
work with utter disregard of pep I 
sonal safety in assisting in the re8 
cue of thirty-two members of the 1 
crew of the U. 9. S. ~klahoma,! 
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which had capsized during the at- 
tack on the fleet in Pearl Harbor 
by Japanese forces on Dec. 7,194l 
It was due to their [the workers'] 
untiring efforts in face of great 
hazards that the relief was contin- 

, 

ued until all known survivors had 
been released from the hull of that 1 
ship." 

The Men Who Were Cited 
The men cited were John F. Ma- 

dura, Lawrence V. Jordan, Fred W. 
Taylor, 3. Walter Drapala, Duncan 
S. Ellis, John K. Rasmussen, Mau- 
rice G. Tngle, William K. Ma- 
haiula, John M. R. Washlick, Rich- 
ard A. Goings, Julio de Castro, 
Thomas M. Hill, Joseph Bulto, 
Elver E. McCutcheon, Frederick C. 
Twigger, Alexander M. Smith, 
Vasco D. Ferreira, Archie R. Ritch- 
ette, Paul J. Bakanas, Irving C. 
Carl and Enalgn F. M. P. Sexton. 

The Oklahoma capsized early in 
the first Japanese attack. Some- 
time after the second attack men 
passing close by the overturned 
hull in a motor launch thought 
that they heard sounds of tapping 
within the ship. One of these men 
was able to notify officers in the 
Navy Yard a t  about 11 o'clock 
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That night, with the ald of flares. 1 Eadle located Rickenbacker's raft 
some 40 miles from the lsland. 
Rain squalls swept the sea. and 
Eadie was afraid he'd be unable 
to guide surface ships to the scene, , so he landed on the water and at- 
tempted rescue with his plane. 

Because Colonel Adamson was 
(seriously ill he was put into the 
i cockpit of the plane. The 52-year- 
old Rickenbacker and Pvt. John F. 

) Bnrtek were lashed to the wing, 
i and Eadie, unable to get hL light 
1 plane off the water with that load, 
started the long 40-mile taxiing 
back to his base. 

"That chap who picked up  Eddle 
and Colonel Adamson and then 
taxied back over the open sea, hod 
what it takes," said Whitaker later, 
in admiration for Eadie's attempt. 

But a boat finally came along- 
side Eadle's plane and took off 
Rickenbacker and Bartek. Adam- 
son was too ill to be moved, so 
Eadie continued his taxiing to the 
bland base. 

It was early morning Friday, the 
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How Rickenbacker Party, Split Up on 3 Rafts, Were Rounded Up by Navy Searchers 
By the Associated Press 
7'he Washington Post (1877-1954); Nov 23, 1942; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The Washington Post (1 877 - 199 1) 

How Rickenbacker Party, SpXit Up on 3 Rafts, 
Were Rounded U p  by Navy Searchers 

BU the Arroclaled Prerr thirteenth, when Rickenbacker and 
Pearl Iiarbor, T. H., Nov. 22.- Ba'tek set foot on land- 

Meanwhile. Whitaker and his The rescue of Capt. Eddie Ricken- 1 pa*y had spent a cold, wet night 1 
: bsckcr and six companions aiter ion their island but feasting on 
I more than three weeks at  the mercy I cocoanuts- Natives. who had -been 1 

*notified that missing fliers were of weather and waves in tiny rub- finearby, sought the men in canoes, 
ber rafts on the South Pacific, Was ,and found them. 
told in heroic chapters today. I 

Thought Native Was Jap 
The death, suffering and 1 *'That native in the first canoe 

starvation staved OR with the help sure looked like a Jap to me." said 
of raw fish and seagull was carried , Whitnker, telling of his flrst gllmpse 

.of  the natives. "I thought I'd get i to Pearl Harbor from an atoll . a blast of machine-gun fire... 
somewhere in the South Pacific, Whitaker was the only man not 
where the recue men were first absolutely in need of hospitaliza- 
brougllt to s d e t y  and hospital tion, after he and his Companions 
treatment. were rescued from their island next 

Col. Hans C. Adamson of Wash- by a Navy plane. 
I ington, D. C.. who was on Rick- I "Hello. Eddie, I bear you've been , 

enbacker's raft, was seriously ill 

I 
. at the time of their rescut but is 
recovering. 

At no time during the ordeal 
dld Rickenbacker doubt that he and 

; hls companions wouid be rescued. I 
The spotting of one of the little j 
rafts by Lieut. William F. Eadie, I 
pilot of a searching Navy seaplane, 
the night of Novcmber 11, was I 
merely a vindication of the famous I 

I flier's faith in the Golden Rule, his . 
1 "own religion." 
, When the big Army plane in 
' which Rickcnbacker was flying on 
an inspection trip for Secrctary of 

.War Stimson wcnt down for lack! 

. of fuel Octol~er 21, tile eight men: 
! on the plane took to thc rubbcr life 
jrafls. 

Rafts Segariltcd I I The three rafts became separated; 
1 the afternoon of Novcrnber 9, said '  
. Lieut. James C. IVhitalcer. 41, of 
Burlingame, Calif. Meanwhile, one 

I of the party, Sergt. Alexander 
) Keczmarczyk. of Torrlngton. Conn., 
r had died and was buried a t  sca. 
/ Wl~itaker said he and his raft 
compa~lions. Lieut. John J. De An- 
gclls, of Ncscluchoning. Pa.. and ,  
Staff Sergt. James Reynolds, of 1 
Fort Jones, Cnlif., sighted land,  
November 11. Wednesday, and they 
ro\iVcd for the island. wondering 
whether i t  was occupied by Japa- 
nese. 

That same day, but out of d g h t  
of Whitaker snd his party, Lieut. 

~Ead lz  with Radioman Lester Soute 
in  his plane, sighted one of the 
raft3 which was occupied only by 
Capt. William T. Chcrry, of Abi- 
lcne, Tex. Cherry had been the 

; pilot of Rickenbacker's plane. 
' Cherry Flown to Base 

Endle flew Cherry back to an 
,island base, and the next day, act- 
ing on information supplied by the 
rescued man. undertook scorch for / the other survivors. 
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sick," he said when he shook hands 
with Rlckenbacker a t  the  island 
hospital. 

The 41-year-old Whitaker came 
ashore unassisted and now is rarin' 
to go again if the doctors wlll le t  
him. He was a carpenter's mate 
in  the United States Navy in the 
last World War, but left the Navy 
in 1920. He joined the Army Air 
forces about a year ago. 

"I think I'll get in the  Marines r 
for the next war," he said. 

Whitaker, annoyed a t  the report 
I ' the Army had given him u p  for 

I lost, said: "Why, everybody knows 
, that Eddie always comes back. and 
1 I figured that  my wife thought the 
same thing about me." I 

All the survivors who were hos- 
, pitalized are recovering and gain- 
ing strength, said official advices. : 
but it may be a month before Colo- I nel Adarnson is able to traveL 



John F. Bartck were lashed to' 
the wing and Eadie. unahle to1 
get his light plane all the watcr 
with that  load, starter1 tasiing 
the  long .lO.nlile trip back to hi,< 
base. 

"That c.hap who -picked up 
Eddie ancl Col. Xda~nso~i  and1 
then tasiecl hack over thc opcn; 
sea had what i t  takes." said tYhit.1 
akcr  Iatcr, in adnliration for 
Eaclie's attcmpt. 

But a 11oat finally canre along. 
side Eadic's planc and took off 
Rickenhacker anti Bartek. Adam- 
son was  too ill to bc moved, so 
Eadie continued his tasiing to 
the island base. 
OX FRIDAY l3TH 

It was early morning Friday. 
the  13th, \vhen Rickenbackcr and 
Bartck finally sct foot on  land. 

3fcanwhilc Whitaker and his 
party had spent a cold, \vet night 
on their islahcl l ~ u t  icastccl on 
cocoanuts. Xatives, ~vlio had 
bccn notified that nlissiilg fl.vc1.s 
were near I I ~ ,  sought the incn 
in canocs and ,  found thcm. 
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The CD Army Swings X n t o  Full Action 

(Continued from Page 141 
example, two or ,more p u p s  or 
agendes may work on a salvage 
or car-sharing program. but if 
each group and agency follows a 
separate plan, only waste and 
confusion can regult TNs lesson 
is being learned in more and more 
communltles, and local and other 
governmental agencies are tend- 
ing ever more strongly to plan 
thelr war programa in close eol- 
laboration with the Civilian De- 
fense organization 

This volunber army is a reser- 
voir of human energy which is 
drawn upon by nearly every gov- 
ernment agency. 

Some local defense councils 
have done thelr biggest job in 
supplying volunteers to help ra- 
tioning boards. In one clty the 
rationing boards were awamped. 
They put in an emergency re- 
quest to the Civlllan Defense 
Volunteer Offlce for 2.900 volun- 
teers in elx hou-d got them. 
It  is unusual for Civilian Defense 
to supply 2.500 volunteers on alx 
hours' notice, but we are anticl- 
patlng such inevitable needs and 
are getting ready to meet them 

Rationing brings other jobs 
for volunteer workers. When 
meat is ratloned to two and a 
half pounds a week. we will want 
to know how best to use that 
meat-and how to prepare It so 
aa to retaln its maximum food 
value. As we ration more food 
here, volunteers In Civilian De- 
fense must be ready b answer 
the many demands our people are 
bound to make for information 
about fmd values. 6 

VOL- in many States 
are working hard to make every 
community healthier in wartime 
than it was before Dec. 7. In 
Indiana they are conducting 
classes in nutrition in ninety- 
one wunties In the State. Over 
4.000 women are in regular at- 
tendance a t  these classes, learn- 
ing how to cook more health-giv- 
ing meals for thetr famlliea The 
program is well under way and 
before the end of the year vir- 
tually every person in Indiana 
will benefit fmm IL These volun- 
teers In nutrltion BIP not " r e  
placing' absent doctors and 
nurses, but by imppving mm- 
munity health they are helpfng to 
hold the fort till the doctors and 
nurses come home. Their work 
wlll have to be greatly expanded 
to meet the new demands whlch 
will be put upon them a s  more 
and more fooda are rationed. 

The necehsity of having a 
healthier wmmunlty Ulan ever 
before In the face of serious 
lossea of doetora and trained 
nurses IB one of the c ~ e l e s t  eon- 
tradlctlons which developments 
since Dee. 7 have forced upon us. 
Civlllan Defense volunteers are 
solving the mntradlctlon by 
making health surveys, arrang- 
ing mass IrnmunizaUon for diph- 
thelqa and smalpox, and taking 
tralnlng as nursea' aldes. Right 
now the public h d t h  offlcer in 
one county in West Vlrginla b 
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have wmpleted over 200 hours 
of training and ward practice. 
You see them malting beds. tak- 
ing temperatures and reaptration 
counts, serving meals, and in 8 
hundred ways extending 
pairs of hands trained to relieve 
regular nursea for more spedal- 
Lzed work 

T m s E  are onlg a Iew d the 
dvllian war rrervieea whlch the 
workera in the CiUzenn S e d c e  
Corps are performing. We have 
gone far  since last ~ f f i  7, but 
these are jobs whlch in the last 
analysis cannot be done except 
with the full cooperation of every 
family and every person in the 
United States. 

Civillan defense b already or- 
ganized by region. State, eounty 
and town. But abroad thla war 
a being fought block by block. 
and thls is how we must flght 
i t  here in America. The war may 
not be won on the home front. 
But we can do much here to help 
wln It If we flght hard and well. 

OCD is encouraging local de- 
fense wuncila to develop a type 
of organization whlch, if pro- 
moted here, can bring every fam- 
lly tn America into the flght 
This is the block plan 

The key person in thls organ- 
kutlon is the block leader. I t  is 
his responslbillty t o  enUst every 
one of the famllies in his nelgh- 
borhwd into (rctlv? particlpatlon 
in clvillan war services. He ex- 
plains the need for the d v a g e  
or car sharing, answers the fam- 
ily's quentions, and tells them 

how and when to act. He le the 
h e  offlcer. Each 'famlly irr a 
aquad and each bid a battaUon 
in the war of the home Cmnt 

ThIa plan w o r k  In Chicago. 
where It has been put into oper- 
alion, l,OM).OM) persona have 
been enrolled for civiUan war 
services. In every one of the 
dty's 1,600 blocks, leaders chosen 
from all occupatione and walks 
of life--retired Army omcara. 
college athletes, polfee c a p t a h ,  
buslness men-are  obtaining 
splendid cooperalion from their 
neighbors. Nlne specific civilian 
war activities. including salvage. 
conservation, nutrition and d e  
fense savings, are under way in 
each block. 

There is hardly anythhg that 
civilians can do to help wln the 
war that cannot be carried out 
through the block plan. Survey8 
by block leaders can determine 
the number of spare moms a d -  
able for Incoming war workera. 
the number of chlldren n-g 
day care and the number of cbll- 
dren. mothers. old and alck who 
would have to be taken care of 
In case of emergency. 

The block leaders can also 
make surveys to find out Lha 
number of women available for 
paining and placement in war in- 
dustriea, the number of people 
available for emergency farm 
labor and the number able to 
join in share-a-car plans. when 
wundl committees ask for this 
information. 

In Syracuse, N. Y.. wlthin a 
single week, leaders devoted 
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some 18.386 hours to interview- 
ing 27.500 famulea Thin amount 
of Ume would require a force of 
2.398 workmen. each puttlng in 
an eight-hour day. II pald for 
a t  the rate of 60 cent.. an hour. 
i t  would involve a labor cost of 
$9.193. Aa a matter of fact. these 
18.000 hours of volunteer labor 
coat the defense council of Gyra- 
c u e  only 128.50-whlch was the 
total cost of mimeographed ma- 
terial. remrd cards and every 
other cent of expenditure for the 
projecL 

The local defense councll. 

ut permission. 

through the block plan, should 
reach every poaslble source of 
manpower - women Negroes. 
young people. old peop l e to  do 
these war jobs No poup  can be 
overlooked. The local defense 
council can and should act as a 
reservoir of human energy upon 
which the government can call 
to carry out any task whlch can 
help speed our victory In this 
war. 

I t  is not only a defensive force. 
It 18 the greateat civlllan offen- 
sive army ever organized In the 
hlsbry of our wuntry. 



trend toward using a higher percentage 
of fire bombs in relation to the total 
bbmb load. 

The OCD has long recognized flre as 
the chief enemy. Now as the anniversary 
of Dec. 7 draws near. 557.000.000 worth 
of emergency fire-fighting equipment is 
either in pmess  of manufacture or has 
already been delivered to coastal and 
strategic areas throughout the country. 
To w thls equipment. we have enrolled 
and are training 600,000 auxiliary firemen 
in emergency flre-fighung units. 

These volunteer flremen. like the volun- 

are educating iheir families and neighbors 
in prevention and ao are cutting down the 
number of fires. They answer calls and 
help regular firemen to keep small Ares 
from spreading. 

In tbe clty of Chicago, where the train- 
ing of auxiliaries is well under way. edu- 
cation of trainees and the indlrect educa- 
tion of their families and friend8 haa 
brought about a reductton of 27 per cent 
in Ule number of fires during the paat 
four months in comparison with the num- 
ber during the same period of last year. 
And what ia perhaps more important is 
that in the same period there has been 

plssma hank in Honolulu wss put to im- 
mediate use. and ainte the organization 
for reoeiving donors was already well es- 
tablished, so many donors were accepted 
that no man wounded in the battle of 
Pearl Harbor lost his life for lack of 
emergency atores of blaod. In Honolulu 
that  day. 2.400 doctors. nurses. nurses 
aides. stretcher bearers and other mem- 
bers of emergency medical units went 
into action to save lives. Each of these 
2.400 workers had received the full train- 
ing prescribed by the United Stat& Office 
of Clvillan Defense. 

Scenes of disaster l i e  that a t  Pearl 

zens Service Corps. 6.000.000 strong. 
These volunteer battalions are sent Out 
by local defense councils to work on all 
the different drives and programs so nec- 
essary to the winning of this war. 

A duty of civilian defense, as set  forth 
In the executive order. is to assist other 
agencles "in a n y i n g  out their war PKI- 
grams by mobilizing and making avail- 
able * * * the servlces of the civilian p o p  
ulstlon." This same obligation 18 incurred 
by local defense councils, or war counclls 
as they are called In some places. In any 
community. for l Continued on Page 27 1 
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The CD Army Swings Into Full Action 
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The CD Army S w i n m s  In*- Fudl 
ar I-.. X a  b a u .  DM-. O. = o.- -t-- -- Civilian mere on submmlne patrol firefighters. blood donors 

and air wardens m e  crmong those d o  hccve mob- 

n UT over the coast today, almost a to protect the home-front. Jcrmes M. Landis tells the story. 
year after the laps flew in over - Pearl Harbor, m k y  llttle planes 

are flying with the big blimps and 
bomben, and Coast G w d  &Ips. From 
many a coastal base. slngle-motored land 
planes are headlng out over the water. 

Unheralded, unpubllcized, theae little 
planes are the volunteers in the battle of 
t w r t a t i o n .  They are private planes. 
flown by thelr owners. but they are Out 
there hunllng for subs. with notblng to 
buoy them up in cax of engine fallure 
They are the Clvll Air Patrol. SaiIora 
on freighters take off tbelr shirts and 
wave to the little "putt-putts" as they 
pass over. grateful for the protection 
against the ateel sharks of tbe N a b .  

Being dvlllans. they don't need to ad- 
here to military age limlts. "My shop 
foreman." reports the commander of one 
CAP patrol base. "is 73. saw service in 
the Spanish War, repaired Army al&t 
in 1917-18 and is the oldest aircraft and 
engine mechanic in the United States." 

The CAP pilot Is a volunteer In Qvl- 
Uan Defense. He recelves no salary- 
only a per diem allowance for expensee 
while on active duty and a minimum hour- 
ly rental for his plane. He ts one of 60.000 
small and large huslness men garage 
mechanics. farmers, flylng grandfathers, 
klda who haven't shaved yet. who began 
the week before Pearl Harbor to W e  
up the pllots and ground crews of the 
CAP--a branch of the 0 0 .  They have 
been organized into Winp  in each of the 
fortysigh1 States and they fly on h- 
portant misnions from a thousand air- 
ports throughout the land. 

The CAP pilot is an aerial home 
gusrdsman. He prepares against possible 
enemy attack and he acts In any emer- 
gency thal may strike locally. When the 
Mlasidppi and the Missouri Rivers over- 
flowed thelr banks thle Fall. he flew over 
the flood, carrying doctnrs and emsr- 
gency medical equipmenr spotting ma- 
rooned persona and directlng their rescue 
by radlo. 

The CAP fller conducts mock air mlds 
to show dties what the real thing would 
be like. The CAP pilot flies for Lhe Army. 
He N e e  thousand of mean mlles on pa- 
trol and thousands of land mlles on im- 
portant courier service. 

A few weeks ago a Detroit factory 
worklng on rush Army contracts came 
to a hall,. The u e m b l y  llne had stopped 
for lack of vital bearings. A CAP pllot 
flew the bearings from JemeJtown. N. 9.. 
and pmductlon waa resumed h a .  few 
houra. A m ,  a load of urgently needed 
parts was comlng up fmm the South by 
truck. The factory waa watting. CAP 
pllota flew to meet the truck. transferred 
the valuable load. and flew it on to the 
Impatient workmen on the assembly line. 

T H E  CivU Alr Patrol is only one 
branch developed by the Office of Civi- 
lian Defense to meet the needs and dan- 
gers of war. The worst of these dangers 
Lo the dvlllan populstion in wartime la 
fire. Between 80 and DO per cent of all 
dWtNCUOn and damage consequent to 
aerial bombing of h g l a n d  has been 
caused by thla weapon There la now a 

teer pilots In Clvll Alr Patrol, are not a decrease vf 51 per cent in the number 
wasting Ume waltlng for the enemy to of extra alarms--which meam that small 
strike. These firemen know that today flrw have been checked before they could 
every fire. even in a home, is as danger- spread and become uncontrollable. 
ous aa a saboteur, destmylng eleetrlcal On Dee. 7, when the firat demand was 
cquipmenr telephone wlres and i r rephce  put upon a ClvlUan Defense gmup. i t  waa 
able critical materials. These aludliarlw remarkably ready. The civillan blood 

Harbor are being enacted all over the 
world. When hlgh explosive bombs fall, 
an man9 a8 60 per cent of Uae casualties 
may be W e d  outright or dle soon after. 
Many of those who sunrfve requlre 
prompt transportation to hospitals. Han- 
dUng of p e r m s  aufierlng from crushing 
injmiea, severe fractures, hemorrhage. 
blPns and shock requires personnel 
m e d  to follow predeterrnlned proce- 
dures. 

Here in the Unlted States proper, we 
hope we may never be bombed. But ene 
thlng proved conclusively a t  Pearl Harbor 
Is that It is far  better to pay the price of ' 

time and money for an adequate clvillan 
defense organlzatton which is never used 
than not to have i t  when emergency 
strikes. 

A TQWN which knows the value of 
Such preparedness la Provincetown, Mass. 
The Cltfiena Defense Corpa of Province 
town had an honest-to-goodness test one 
morning lset June when a boatload of 
shivering rrurvlvors were brought in from 
a torpedoed sup.  Instantly, organlzud cl- 
Wan.3 aprang into action. Firrrt-aiders 
bandaged inlured seamen air rald war- 
dens detoured main street traffic, and 
canteen workers served SOD meals. 1.000 
cups of coffee and 250 sandwiches. Blan- 
kets yanked from village beds were 
Wrapped around the waked seamen. Dry 
clothea and warm beds awaited them. 
Doctors and nurses took them in hand. 
T U  volunteer service meant a thirty- 
two-hour stretch of unbroken duty on the 
part of tne oedlnary business men. labor- 
ers, fishermen. fanners, school teachers 
and doctors who man the protective or- 
ganization of the Cape Cod community. 

Dec. 7 brought the rewgnltlon of all 
Ulese dangers of tire, explosive bombs and 
slnkings at sea, and the 6,600.000 workers 
in the protective avvlcea of Civillan De- 
fenae have tnrlned themselves to deal with 
them. This 18 a clvlllan army of pmtec- 
tion as large as the Regular Army of the 
United States. But the weeks and montha 
foUowlng Pearl Harbor also brought other 
dangers and needs to a clvllian population 
eager to Elght a war. We needed to flnd 
adequate housing for war workers f n  
towns swollen to two and three times 
thelr normal alze. Our steel 8uppllw are 
running low. so we must wUect unheard- 
of quantities of scrap. Since Dee. 7 the 
Japs have crawled through the jungles of 
Java and Borneo and taken the source of 
90 per cent of our rubber. ao that we muat 
ahare ears and save tires. To flu i ts  needs. 
the Army muat take one out of three doc- 
tors and an Large a proportion of trained 
nu- from each community and section 
of the nation. We muat flnd ways to keep 
our health In the face of thia depletion in 
the rank8 of our clvilian medical person- 
nel. We must frnd the volunteers to serve 
our rationing boards and to care for the 
eNdren of mothers who are g d n g  to 
work in war industries. 

A~sm-C these wartime demands 
is a truly glgantlc taak. To do the job. 
Clvllian Deferme has enlleted a second cl- 
vlllan army equal in numbers to the annY 
of protection. I t  Is the army of the CiU- 
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dropped down to anothcr deck, and ='mighty! o B p  

found another hatch. He shouted and I This was the sccond nlght ot the 
heard the sallors answer from t l ~ c ;  war. Tho island was blackcd out and 
other side. , na transportatio~~ \VRS availablc, so ne conlinucd: you Dc Cnslro wnlkcd home-nvc rnllcs. 
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Tell Rescue, Under Fire, of  32 
Tars Trapped in U;  S.  Warship 
[Cnn~rlol~~: In(% :.r ilts New Pork T11nea.l 

HONOLULU. Hawail, Marc11 24. - 
The story of how 32 sailors trapprrd 
in the capsized battleship Oklahoma 
a t  Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7 were 
snoed by n small crew of workmen 
who cut thru the sh!pls stccl liull 
whllc 1111der lire was revenled today. 

OMclnl reports to the navy yard 
commandant dlsclosed that civilian 
workmen dug a t  the Oklahoma's hull 
with pneumatic tools all Dec. 7 and 8 
to release sailors \vIio ha& been 
trapped in comparlments which were 
slowly Ailing wllli water. 'Many times 
the rescue crew had to dodge splin- 
ters from bursting shells. 

The dramatic story was revealed 
when the 20 civilian workers and onc 
navy ofllcer hvolved In the rescue 
were cited "for heroic and most em. 
clent work, with utter disregard ot 
personal safety," In asslstlng In tlie 
rescue. 

Hear Tapplng from Hull. 
The Oklal~oma capsized early In 

the Japanese .attack. Shortly aftar- 
ward some men passing the ship 
heard sounds of tapping from the 
hull nnd notifled naval omcers who 
sent a crew of workmen to the Okla- 
homa \\,lth ncetylene cutters. IIow- 
ever, these created a fire hazard and 
Julio Dc Castro, one of the men cited, 
was sent to take over the job with n 
crew uslng pneumatic cutters. 

"When I got to  the shlp," De Cas- 
tro related. "I found the acetylene 
cullers hnd pierced onc llole In the 
stern, but hadn't cut thru to any 
space tflcy could work In. I took my 
crew aft, near the hole they had 
started back there. There still were 
some indications that men were alive 
back there. 

"We drilled a test hole thru. As 
scion as  we got thru water started 
spouting out under a lot of pressure. 
C tasted It. I t  was fresh. We had 
gone into one of the ires11 watcr 
tanks and I flgured this was a good 
place to get thru to the Inside. 

Shell8 Perll Workmen. 
" I t  wns night then. Thc Arlzonn 

was st111 burnlng-it tllrew a light dn 
us as we worked. And for about an 
11our there was anti-aircraft firing all 
over the place, but we kept on work- 
In& If tlie fire pot too hot we'd flat. 
ten out agalnst the hull and hope 
nothing would hit us!' 

De Castro-pumped the fresh water 
out ot the.tank and then he and two 
otfier nlcn dropped lnsldo and found 
a manl~ole. i 

De Castro opened the hatch,l 

all' righl? ' They said. 'Yeah, so far, 
but tlle water is comlng up faster in 
here. It's up to our walsts now.'" 

Taking directions from De Castro, 
the sailors opened the hatch from the 
inside. 

I t  Was 6 a. m. Dec. 8 when SIX 
sailors tumbled out of the compart- 
mcnt so fast they knocked De Castro 
down. 

A sailor heard tapplng behind the 
next bulkhead, so De Castro hurried 
over there. 

"I sliouted a t  the bulkhead," De 
Custro sald, "and a sailor hollered 
back: 'Hurry up and burn a hole 
thru J~ere-the water's coming up. 
It's at our waists now. Some of uL are 
hanging on to the overhead in Ilere.' 

11 Men Streak Out of Hole. 
"I never knew how slow chlpplng 

a liole was. I saw the watcr rlslng 
slowly in the compartment where we 
were working, and 1 knew i t  must 
bc rlsing on the sailors. When we 
finally got a hole thru the sailors 
were up to thelr armpits. Thcy turn. 
bled out llke a streak of liglitning 

"Elcvcn men came out. I t  was 
about 11 a. m. Thcy had been m 
there more than 24 hours.'! 

De Castro and his crew went to 
look ior signs of more trapped sail- 
ors. Under an 911 tank hls men cut 
tliru the llull and saved eight more 
men. 

De Cnslro and his crew Searched 
the rest of the afternoon but found 
no more sailors. Meanwhile, another 
cl'ew penetrated 150 f e ~ t  into the 
hull and snved flve others. The last 
two wero released about 1 a. m. Tues- 
day. Dee. 9. 

Do Caslro look his. gang hack to 
their shop in the navy yard a t  about 
7 p. m. Monday. 

ZIo\v About the Overtime? 
"Somebody came up to me while 1 

was changing clotlics," De Caslro 
said. " I  was all in and hungry and 
wnnled to get home. This guy asks 
nie, 'Wliy dldn't you n11 out lhls 
overtlmc slip?' 
"I looked at  hlm an.d said, '- 
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