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September 22, 2014

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama,

We write requesting that you disclose information to the American people about the
anticipated actions you plan to take by the end of the year to further dismantle our nation’s
immigration laws.

In the spring, you asked Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh Johnson to perform an
“inventory” of the Department of Homeland Security’s current immigration enforcement
practices “to see how it can conduct enforcement more humanely within the confines of the law.”
Within the last week you indicated that you have begun to receive some of these
recommendations. You also indicated that you would wait to issue any executive orders or
otherwise take action on the recommendations until after the November elections.

Since you have postponed these executive actions until after the midterm elections, you
will have ample time to consider the ideas put forth by Secretary Johnson and others before you
make any decisions to fundamentally alter how our immigration laws are enforced, grant
immigration benefits to millions of unlawful immigrants, or otherwise modify how our
immigration laws are interpreted. You have made clear that you will take such actions without
the passage of any legislation by Congress, and therefore without the input of the American
public’s representatives. Additionally, it has been widely reported that you and your
Administration have been meeting with select interest groups regarding their demands for
administrative action on immigration. As a result, the American people have been cut out of a
process that could dramatically affect their lives.

Whether it’s now or November, it is never acceptable for the Executive Branch to ignore
the Constitution and unilaterally give amnesty to unlawful immigrants. Regarding actions you
are planning that you believe would comply with the Constitution, the least the Administration
can do is give Americans the opportunity to see the recommendations that you are considering
before you take any actions. Rather than attempt to hide these actions from the American people
until after the midterm elections, Americans should be given the chance to come to their own
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conclusions as to the merits of these recommendations. They can then exercise their
constitutional right to petition the federal government and let you know their opinions.

We therefore ask that you immediately release to the public all the recommendations that
you have received for administrative action — from Secretary Johnson, from Attorney General
Holder, and from the interest groups with whom you and your Administration have met. And we
ask that you continue to release additional recommendations as you receive them. This could go
some way toward repairing the damage to the American political process caused by the secrecy
with which your Administration has considered changes to our immigration system.

Sincerely,
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