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Executive Summary

In 2013, exports ofgoods and services directlyandindirectly supportedan estimated
11.3 million U.S.jobs. Goods exports which consist of manufactured products,
agricultural products, natural resources, and used/ second hand products supported
7.1 millionjobs while the export of services accounted for the remaining 4.2 million
jobssupported nationally. For the first time we present estimatesofjobs supported by
state exports of all types of goods in addition to jobs supported only by state exports of
manufactured products. We find that goods exports from the states of Texas, California,
Washington, lllinois,and New York supportedan estimated 3.0 millionjobsin2013.
This figure representsalmost 43 percentofall U.S. jobs supported by goods exports.
We alsofind that the export of manufactured products supported 6.2 million jobsin
2013, withthe same five statesalsoaccounting for almost 43 percentofall U.S. jobs
supported by manufactured exports.
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Introduction

This paper breaks down national jobs supported by goods exportsinto jobs supported
by goods exports from the 50 individual states.' Because data on exports of services by
state isunavailable, the break down islimitedtothe 7.1 millionjobs supported
nationally by goods exports.? The first step of the decomposition by state distributes
the total number ofjobs supported by goods exports by export sector.Inperforming
this distributionitisassumed that the sector shares of jobs supportedin 2013 are
unchanged from 2012.Estimated2013jobs supported by sectorare thendistributed to
the individual states based on each state’s share of total U.S. exports of that sector. The
state sectorresults are then summedto obtain the total number ofjobs supportedby
goods exports foreach state. The complete set of results for jobs supportedby goods
exports from all 50 states can be found at
http://trade.gov/mas/ian/employment/index.asp.

State Export Data

The state goods export data employedinthe break outis the Origin of Movement (OM)
series producedby the United States Census Bureau. The OM series generally provides
exportdata based on the state from which the export beganits journey to the port of
export. However,in some cases, the origin of movement data does not reflect the state
from which the export was initially transported. Forexample, when shipments are
consolidated, the OM data will reflect the consolidation point of the shipmentas
opposedto the transportation origin. The effect of consolidation onthe data is
particularly noticeable for agricultural exports that are shipped down the Mississippi
Riverto New Orleans. For these products, Louisianaisidentified as the state of originin
the data and not the states where the commodities were produced and originally
shipped.?

A similar problem can arise whenlooking at exports of other non-manufactured goods
when those goods are storedand then exportedby central offices orintermediaries:
exports from the state in which the consolidation occurs will be overstated. *

! For the national figures see Johnson & Rasmussen, February 24,2014, “Jobs Supported by
Exports 2013: An Update.” U.S. Department of Commerce, International Trade Administration,
Washington, DC. http://www.trade.gov/mas/ian/em ployme nt/index.asp

2 Goods exports consist of manufactured exports (NAICS 31-33), agricultural and natural
resource and mining exports (NAICS 11 and NAICS 21) and scrap/second hand goods.

3 For a discussion of the OM data series see the Foreign Trade Division’s State Data series page
located at https://www.census.qgov/foreign-trade/aip/elom.html.

4 Ibid.
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Interpretation of the Results

Giventhe data used in the state break out, care should be takenin the interpretation of
the results. The jobs supportedfigures presentedinthis papershouldbe bestbe
thought of as representingthe number ofjobs supported by the exports from a state as
opposedtothe numberofjobssupported by exports withinastate. As calculated,
exports from a particular state are not necessarily producedinthat state and, therefore,
not all the laborembodiedinthe production ofthe export will be locatedinthe state.

Jobs Supported by Goods Exports
from Individual States

The breakout of jobs supported by goods exportsis presentedin Figure 1 and Chart 1.
Goods exports from the 15 states with the mostjobsaccountedfor almost 5.2 million
jobssupported(73 percent
of total jobs supportedby

Chart 1: Shares of Jobs Supported by

goods exports), with
exportsfrom the states of
Texas and California
supporting one out of
every four jobs supported
by exports nationally.
Exports from the remaining
35 states accountedfor
approximately 27 percent
of all jobs supported by
goods exports.
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Figure 1: The 15 States Whose Goods Exports Supported the Most Jobs

in 2013
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Jobs Supported by Manufactured
Exports

Since manufacturing plays a large role in the economies of individual states, this paper
also breaks out jobs supported by manufactured exports. Manufacturingexports
account for almost 88 percentofall jobs supported by the export of goods, and almost
55 percentofall jobs supportedbyboth goods and services exports. Nationally we
estimate that exports of manufactured products supportedapproximately 6.2 million
jobsin 2013.Jobs supported by manufacturedexports broken down by state are
presentedinFigure 2.

Reflecting the predominance of manufacturedexportsinthe composition ofall goods
exports, the 15 states whose manufacturedexports supportedthe greatest number of
jobsare the same 15 states whose goods exports supportedthe greatest number of
jobs.However, the order of the statesis somewhatchangedwhen looking only at the
jobssupportedby manufactured exports.

Figure 2: The 15 States Whose Manufactured Exports Supported the
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While Texas and Californiaremainat the top of the list, Washingtonand Illinois switch
positionsinthe ranking reflecting the greater amount of agricultural and extraction
industry exports whose OM is Washington as opposedtothe greater share of
manufacturedexports amongexports whose OMis lllinois. The greatest change in
ranked positionisfor Louisiana whose higher ranking for total goods exports resulted
from the consolidation of agricultural exports discussedin the State Export Data
Sectionabove.
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Conclusion

In 2013, goods exports from the states of Texas, California, Washington, lllinois, and
New York supportedan estimated 3.0 millionor43 percentofall U.S.jobs supported by
goods exports.Ifwe restrict our attention to state exports of manufactured products
only, manufactured exports from the same five states supported 2.6 million U.S.jobs.

For more information on ITA’s Jobs Supported by Exports
Products, including additional methodological research,
infographics with FAQs and raw excel data, visit

http://www.trade.gov/mas/ian/employment/index.asp

Please direct questions and comments to:

Chris Rasmussen
Office of Trade and Economic Analysis
Industry and Analysis
International Trade Administration
Chris.Rasmussen@trade.gov
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