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Biography:

General Jim Mattis, an Annenberg Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the Hoover Institution, is an expert on national
security issues, especially stralegy, innovation, the effective use of military force, and the Middle East, He heads a
project on the gap between civll and military perspectives and is writing a book on leadership.

Before coming to Hoover, Jim was the commander of the US Central Command (CENTCOM). While commanding
CENTCOM from 2010 to 2013, he was responsible for military operations involving more than 200,000 US
soldters, sallors, alrmen, Coast Guardsmen, and Marines [n Afghanistan, Iraq, and eighteen other countries in the
Middle East and south-central Asia.

General Mattis commanded at multiple levels in his forty-two-year career as a Marine. As a lleutenant, he served
as a rifte and weapons platoon commander In the Third Marine Division. As a captain, he commanded a rifle
company and 3 weapens company in the First Marine Brigade.

As a major, he commanded Recruiting Station Portland, Oregon. As a lleutenant colonel, he commanded the First
Battalion, Seventh Marines, one of Task Force Ripper's assault battalions in Operations Desert Shield and Desert
Storm. As a colonel, he commanded the Seventh Marines (Reinforced).

On becoming a brigadier general, he commanded first the First Marine Expeditionary Brigade and then Task Force
58, during Operation Enduring Freedom in southern Afghanistan. As a major general, he commanded the First
Marine Division during the initial attack and subsequent stability operations in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

He also served as a recruiter, commanded the Marine Corps Combat Development Command, and was the
executive secretary 1o Secretarles of Defense William Cohen and William Perry and the senfor military assistant to
Deputy Secretary of Defense Rudy De Leon.

In his first tour as a lleutenant general, Mattis commanded the Marine Corps Combat Development Command.
Subsequently, he commanded the | Marine Expeditionary Force and served as the commander of US Marine
Forces Central Command. From 2007 to 2009, he served as both NATO's supreme allied commander and
commander of the United States Joint Forces Command (USJFCOM).

A native of the Pacific Northwest, Jim graduated from Central Washington State University in 1972, He Is also a
graduate of the Amphiblous Warfare Schoo!, Marine Corps Command and Staff College, and the National War
College.

He has been frequently satirized on the military humor site Duffelblog.com.

Pruning the U.S. Military: We Will Do Less But Must Not Do it Less Well
by General Jim Mattis via Strategika

Clearly America's military wifl continue to shrink. Across our body politic from fiscal conservatives 1o those who support increasing entitiements to
those unimpressed with the last ten or forty years of America's role on the international stage, there is no longer in Washingten adequate vision or
sufficient political will to restraln the downsizing of our military.

http://www.hoover.org/profiles/general-jim-mattis 9/16/2014



